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Park Play Sculpture
Is Damaged

George Park prepares for Greenie’s maiden voyage off North Beach.

The Launching of Greenie
Roebuck and Co. violin built in 1902
and inherited from his father-in-law.
Hailing from New Bedford, Massachusetts, George studied violin at the New
England Conservatory of Music as an
11-year-old. Chuckling, George recalls,
“The lessons were group lessons, and we
each paid $1 dollar per lesson. That was
a lot of money in the 1930s.”
George spent his boyhood around
boats. At 14, he worked as a bait boy on
a lobster boat off Penikese Island, where
he earned $5 per week plus “found”
(room and board). George and his
bride, Muriel, lived on the East Coast
until jobs brought them to Bremerton
in 1948. Muriel worked as a nurse, and
friends, family, and colleagues fondly
called her “Greenie,” a nickname based
on her maiden name, Greene.
George and Greenie had three
(continued on page 5)
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By Tim Wittman
The inspiration to build Greenie was
nothing less than a case of love at first
sight for islander George Park.
In 2005, while he and his family
were touring Mystic Seaport in Connecticut, he spotted a small Maine skiff,
the Captain Hook. George thought to
himself, “I want to build that boat.”
Back at home in Washington state,
George’s son, Russell, kidded his father,
“Come on, Dad, I want you to build
me a boat! Something I can row around
in—have some fun!” George contacted
Mystic Seaport and purchased the working plans, and the saga of Greenie was
launched, spanning six years beginning
in 2006 and culminating in her official
launch from North Beach on Guemes
Island, in August 2012.
George is a familiar sight on Guemes, often packing his fiddle, a Sears,

By Edith Walden
The day after Labor Day, Scott Perry,
a Skagit County Parks and Recreation
maintenance worker, arrived at Schoolhouse Park to remove garbage. He first
noticed that a rail and post of the fence
on Edens Road had been broken and
cracked. Then he was shocked to see a
large piece of one of the maple leaves
on Philip McCracken’s Autumn Leaves
sculpture hanging.
When he went to examine the sculpture, he discovered that a section nearly
two feet square had been completely
broken off. He reported the damage to
Parks and Recreation Director Brian
Adams, who notified McCracken.
While dismayed and pained by the
apparent act of vandalism, McCracken
is philosophical about the permanently
damaged artwork. “Anything that is in
the public domain is at risk,” he told the
Tide. This is the second time the sculpture has been damaged in the 33 years
it has been installed at the Park. A very
small tip of a different leaf was broken
off about 20 years ago, McCracken estimates. The tip was never recovered.
He’s had other public art stolen or
disfigured. His well-known sculpture
(continued on page 9)

The broken area is visible on the right.
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Letters
A plea for Stage support

Dear Guemes Islanders,
If you were not at the Hall for September 22’s “A Grand Night for Singing” performance by island resident
Greta Birkby and her partner Ren Hester, you missed a special night (see article on page 16). These international
artists with performance histories with
Seattle Opera, the Esoterics, and Puget
Sound Concert Opera (among many
others) gave a tremendous gift to the approximately 45 attendees. They came to
volunteer their talent to raise money for
our outdoor Park Stage.
To get our stage built will take the
combined efforts of everyone in the
community. Mike Gwost can be credited with the original vision. Already
much design work, site preparation, log
donation and skinning, and other construction-type work has been donated,
not to mention individual and family
monetary gifts and fundraisers, of which

the September 22 concert was one.
Those of us who worked on the concert had hoped for a larger attendance,
understanding that there will always be
scheduling conflicts and overlaps. One
thing for all readers of this letter to ponder is how we island residents can better “get out the word” regarding benefit
performances. In this case a great article
appeared in The Guemes Tide, posters
were placed in various parts of the community, a banner was displayed at the
island ferry landing, the event was on
the LineTime calendar, and email chains
were used. What else can be done?
Everyone in our community has
skills and talents to offer for getting the
Stage project up and running, and it
will literally take a village to get it done.
Our 1914 Steinway is newly tuned
and declared by still another piano expert to be a fine instrument, and it is
ready to go for the next event.
—Jan Ebersole

McCracken Art on Display in Anacortes
mary randlett

“A Season of McCracken,” an
exhibit of more than 40 pieces
of sculpture and mixed media by
internationally renowned island
artist Philip McCracken, is on
display at Burton Jewelers in Anacortes through December. More
than 30 pieces of work are available for purchase—the first time
McCracken’s work has been for
sale in Anacortes.
Owner Doug Burton and his
Above: McCracken poses in his studio in 1986. Below: The sculpture New Hatch II is among the works wife, Laura, now deceased, have
long been friends with Phil and
on display at Burton Jewelers in Anacortes.
Anne McCracken. Burton has
set up a small gallery space in his store and organized the exhibit, with the help of
Anne, as a tribute to his friend. The varied works were created between 1952 and
2012. McCracken, 83, still works at his studio every day.
A party in honor of the exhibit will be held at the store,
at 620 Commercial Avenue, on Friday, October 19, from 6
to 9 p.m. Refreshments will be served.
McCracken studied with famed sculptor Henry Moore,
and is among the group of artists who established what is
known as the Northwest School of art, including his friends
Morris Graves and Mark Tobey. (See related article on page
1; for more about McCracken and his work, see the November 2011 Tide, page 1.)
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Ferry Forum: Friendly, Fact-Filled

carol steffy

By Judith Horton
In contrast to some of those exciting meetings sparked by ferry issues in
the past, the Public Ferry Forum on
September 13 at the Hall was a polite,
friendly gathering.

About 25 islanders, including Ferry Committee (FC) Chair Glen Veal
and three other FC members, met with
Skagit County officials Henry Hash,
director of public works (PW); county commissioners Ron Wesen and Ken
Dahlstedt; Ed Erickson, controller, and
Jim Martin, accounting tech, both from
PW; and Ferry Operations Division
Manager Rachel Beck.
After introductions were completed,
Hash proudly displayed the American
Public Works Association award for the
2011 Dock Rehabilitation/Repair Project (see the May 2012 issue of the Tide,
page 3), which was presented to Skagit
County at a major international meeting in August. He said it was “quite an
honor to receive the award,” as this project was chosen as the best in its category
(transportation under $5 million) in the
nation.

Beck ran a relaxed PowerPoint presentation, encouraging questions and
comments about items on the agenda. These included the 2012 and 2013
Ferry Operations Work Plans, as well as
the draft of the 2012 Operations Status
Report. Her presentation,
along with related documents and data, is posted
at skagitcounty.net/ferry.
Islanders are encouraged
to familiarize themselves
with the information and
take advantage of the public comment period through
October 17, before the report is presented to the county commissioners on November 20.
Here are some of the highlights of
the 2012 Draft Report, as well as some
other issues that were discussed.
• Per suggestions from the customer
satisfaction survey, the schedule is now
more consistent throughout the week.
• A state permit was acquired to allow
portable gas cans aboard the ferry.
• PW received a $1.2 million grant
from the Department of Transportation
to replace the last five creosote dolphins
(see the September 2012 issue of the
Tide, page 3, for more information).
• Peak and nonpeak schedules were
established, adding eight weekend sailings and extending Sunday hours to 10
p.m. during the peak season.
• The peak-season schedule and higher fares were extended to September 30.
• PW is considering expanding the
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peak season to begin May 1 instead of
May 20.
• Comparing 2011 and 2012, January-to-August revenue is up by 8.31
percent. This is likely due to increased
vehicle traffic combined with the peakseason fare increase.
• We return to the regular nonpeak
fares and schedule on Monday, October
1 (see insert in this issue).
(continued on page 4)

Hard Landing Injures
Passenger
By Win Anderson
A 41-year-old Guemes ferry passenger suffered a badly injured right
foot in a hard landing approaching the
island on August 7.
Blaine Detering was astride his
Kawasaki Concours motorcycle with
both feet planted and the kickstand in
place when the starboard aft side of the
boat struck the outer dolphin, according to captain Robert Plank’s log entry
and an accident report filed with Skagit
County. The 600-pound motorcycle fell
into a Toyota Prius, and the bike’s right
foot-support pin crushed Detering’s
foot, he told the Tide.
Deckhands Bill Dubois and Kelsea
Teel helped Detering stand the bike up
and at first Detering felt he could ride
home. On the way, the pain became
intense, and X-rays taken that evening
showed several breaks in four bones.
The Totem Trail resident is back at work
and mobile with a cane at this writing.
No other injuries or vehicle damage were reported.

4

The Guemes Tide October 2012

FERRY FORUM

(continued from page 3)
• The upcoming haulout will be
Sunday, October 7 through Wednesday, October 24 (see story below).
Following up on a question posed
by Allen Bush Jr. at a previous meeting,
Beck and Martin presented data showing how the addition of a fourth “midwatch” crew member affected on-time
sailing and cost, as well as how the optimum times for adding the midwatch
are determined. Bush further suggested
they compare the on-time data with and
without a fourth crew member for the
entire year, not just peak season.
Since the M/V Guemes is 33 years
old, the Draft 2013 Work Plan includes
having marine experts give an opinion
on its life expectancy and determine a
plan to replace it if needed (see the “Ferry Replacement” article below). When

asked where the money would come
from, Hash said he wasn’t yet sure, but
that a similar new boat would cost approximately $10 million.
Allen Bush Jr. expressed a strongly
unfavorable opinion about any hint of
a fare surcharge being added to pay for
a new boat. Al Bush Sr. added that the
ferry should be considered the same as a
county dump truck or bus and be paid
for out of “motor pool money.” Another
islander stated that since a new ferry is a
capital expenditure, a surcharge would
not be appropriate.
Beck assured islanders that they
would be involved in the process and be
kept informed during any replacement
plans. Public Works may also look into
used vessels, and—depending on its
condition at the time of replacement—
there may be a certain amount of recovery money from the M/V Guemes.

Ferry Replacement Now on Agenda
County transportation officials have added “ferry replacement” to the six-year
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) as a routine measure in order to qualify for
possible future funding grant(s), according to Forrest Jones of Skagit County Transportation Programs.
A public hearing on the change to the TIP is scheduled before the Board of County
Commissioners at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 23, at the County Administration
Building, 1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon.
If approved, “ferry replacement” will join “ferry modifications” in an ongoing study
of the future of the vessel, Jones told the Tide. The county is required to publish anticipated potential projects in order to qualify for grants such as might become available
through the state’s County Ferry Capital Improvement Program, he added.

Tips for Surviving the Haulout
By Judith Horton
The ferry haulout will take place Sunday, October 7, through Wednesday, October 24. The car ferry’s last run will be at 5:45 p.m. Sunday, with passenger-only service on the launch Strait Arrow for the last three runs at 7:00, 7:30, and 8:00 p.m.
The ferry is scheduled to return Thursday, October 25, at 6:00 a.m.
The Strait Arrow will operate on the nonpeak sailing and fare schedule (see insert
in this issue). Also, beginning October 7 at 8:30 a.m. Skagit Transit will provide a
shuttle bus on Guemes. The schedule and other information is on the flyer inserted
in this issue (and on linetime.org and at skagitcounty.net/ferry).
Seasoned islanders know to plan in advance for these events, but novices may
need a reminder: it is awkward to lug 50-pound sacks of grain, bird seed, and the
like on the Strait Arrow, so take advantage of these remaining days to stock up. And
islander Jodie Meekins points out that “wheelbarrow etiquette” is crucial. Return
the one you use to the dock, and if you see a bunch of ’barrows on the Guemes
side, take one over with you. Otherwise the next person who needs to get his or her
stuff across with no wheelbarrow in sight may be you!
Last but not least, don’t forget to take whatever vehicle you’re going to use (or
borrow or share) to the other side before the last minute, or you might not make it.
Good luck, and enjoy this time visiting with your fellow islanders.

Ferry Head Quits Union
By Tom Murphy
Rachel Beck, Ferry Operations Division Manager, withdrew her membership in the Inland Boatman’s Union (IBU)
effective July 1, 2012. Beck joined the
IBU when she was hired to work on the
Guemes ferry in 2006. When she was
appointed Interim Ferry Operations Division Manager in April 2010, and when
she received a permanent promotion
in November 2010, she maintained her
membership in the IBU.
Beck explained that until recently
the IBU required anyone who worked
on or operated the ferry to be a
member of the IBU. At the time of her
promotion, she was directed to keep
her membership in the IBU so she could
serve on the ferry in emergencies, and
as otherwise needed. Furthermore, she
stated that “it was not in the best interests of the Public Works Department to
have a licensed person on staff who was
unable to operate the ferry.”
Recent meetings with the IBU have
resulted in an agreement between
the IBU and Skagit County, allowing a
nonunion ferry manager to operate the
ferry in times of need, as determined
by the ferry manager. Beck told the Tide
she believes this change is positive.
She had been the only senior manager in Public Works who was a union
member, and a perception existed with
some islanders—as well as the union
crew—that her continuing membership
in the union could result in a conflict of
interest.
The only impact Beck foresees with
this change is that she is now subject to
Skagit County’s “closure and furlough
days,” which did not affect her when she
was a member of the union.
As far as changes the public might
see, Beck responded, “My job is to oversee ferry operations and keep the best
interests of the ridership, staff, and
Skagit County as my top priorities. I
did this before and I will continue to
do this now.”

Notice

Fire Commissioners’ regular
meeting, October 9, 2012,
at 7:30 p.m. at the Fire Hall
Public welcome
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West-Beach Bluff Sheds Giant Slump
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tom murphy

By Edith Walden
till naturally erodes. Poor
Tom Murphy was sitting
land-management pracin his Totem Trail home havtices—such as clearcuting a cup of coffee at 8:45
ting, improper stormwaa.m. on September 12 when
ter drainage and runoff,
he heard a thunderous bang.
too much grading and soil
“The whole house shook, and
compaction, and the rethe dog ran barking to the
moval of native-plant buffront door,” he told the Tide.
fers at the edge of slopes—
He first thought it must have
can hasten the erosion.
been an earthquake, and he
(See the article on feeder
checked under his house to see
bluffs in the April 2012
if a joist had broken. Everyissue of the Tide, page 8.)
thing was intact.
Former Guemes Island
Meanwhile, Jack Fees was
fire commissioner Fees
Huge chunks of soil and broken trees littered West Beach after a
standing on the waterfront deck thunderous slump on September 12.
warns that the practice of
of his home on Lervick Avenue
young people climbing on
the way to the water.
when he heard a loud explosion. He
the cliffs to carve their names is dangerSloughing of soil is a natural prolooked north and saw a huge plume of
ous, imagining what would have hapcess of many of the “feeder bluffs” on
dust rise into the air. Moments later
pened if anyone was in the area at the
there was another explosion and another the shores of the island as the glacial
time of the slump.
plume of dust.
Upon investigation, Fees and Murphy discovered giant blocks of soil that
Greenie was built on Guemes. Her
LAUNCHING OF GREENIE
had broken from an overhang on the
frames are made of oak; the transom,
(continued from page 1)
high cliff in the 5200 block of West
fir; and the planking, a blend of red and
children, Suzie (Gwost), Carol Park,
Shore Road, closest to a vacant lot that
yellow cedar, steamed until soft and
and Russell Park. Suzie, herself a talis for sale. Murphy estimated the largest ented fiddle player, remembers being
gently molded and curved to compleblocks to be each the size of two Chevy
ment her graceful hull.
captivated as a little girl listening to her
Suburbans—about 16 feet long by 12
Suzie painted Greenie. She and
father play. “He would stand at the top
feet wide and high. Fees reports that
George chuckle as they recall naming
of the stairway and play ‘Pop Goes the
several trees came down with the slump, Weasel’ on his violin, and I just knew I
the color “Frog Prince Green.” It just
and that pieces of the cliff reached all
seemed fitting. A touch of red to conhad to learn!” she recalls. Suzie’s study
trast her gunnels, and Greenie was ready
of the fiddle began as a five-year-old.
for her grand entry to the sea.
Carol and Russell did not follow their
At the boat launch next to the
father’s
musical
interests,
but
developed
AirCare Insurance
Guemes Island Resort on North Beach
talents of their own, and certainly the
Available
on a warm afternoon in August, Greenie
whole family became devotees and lovers of everything nautical, especially the slipped softly into the surf, where she
During the ferry haulout, emerbobbed proudly as family and friends
tall ships and the classic wooden boats
gency transportation becomes more
cheered and admired her bouncy, enof the East Coast.
complicated. The Guemes Island Fire
Department reminds islanders that
thusiastic demeanor. It did not
insurance for air medical service is
take long to draw a crowd.
available for an annual fee of $79 per
Sadly, the namesake of
household.
the proud little boat, Greenie
The AirCare program offered by
Park, passed away in 2008.
Airlift Northwest will cover any porBut her name and charaction of an Airlift Northwest medical
ter live on, in every graceful
flight that isn’t covered by your insurline and every brushstroke of
ance or Medicare plan. Airlift flights
that Frog Prince Green paint,
can cost thousands of dollars.
bringing life to a special work
For more information, call
of art.
(888) 835-1599 or send an email to
membership@airliftnw.org. To enroll
To see a video of the
online, visit uwmedicine.org/aircare.
launching of Greenie, go to
tinyurl.com/greenielaunch.
Suzie Gwost and George Park with forms for Greenie.
TIM WITTMAN
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Harvest Festival
Coming Up
With any luck the weather will still
be golden on Saturday, October 13,
for the Harvest Festival at Gaia Rising
Farm. From 1 to 5 p.m. the public is invited to the farm to enjoy cider pressing, a demonstration of threshing and
winnowing grain, a poetry reading by
Stephen Roxborough, and 1960s music
by Zak Roxborough. Children will especially enjoy visiting animals, rowing on
the pond, and using the corn sheller. Art
projects and a special scavenger hunt
will also entice the young ones.
The festival will be held at 7389
Chestnut Lane. You can arrange for a
ride from the passenger-only ferry by
calling 395-8993.
The farm offers membership shares
for winter and storage vegetables and
grains, in addition to seasonal produce
that may be ordered online. To find
more information about the farm, visit
gaiarising.com.

Will Goblins Gather?
The fate of the annual Halloween
Party is hanging in a ghostly balance,
waiting for volunteers to materialize.
The party has traditionally included
games and activities, with perennial
favorites such as the Fishing Pond and
Cake Walk, and a chance for those in
costume to shine during the Costume
Show. Island teen Hallie Freeman, who
has organized Halloween and other
island events for years, is ready to manage this year’s party, but she needs a
crew of volunteers: an adult assistant,
two teams of decorators, and a cleanup
crew.
If you can help keep this great
tradition going, please contact Hallie at
hallie_rocks@hotmail.com or 391-7910.
In the meantime, goblins and their
families should watch for details on
linetime.org, on the ferry board, and at
the Hall.

Wanted: Young Artists

Anderson’s General Store is planning an art show just for young Guemes
artists—from zero through 18. Each artist may submit one piece of art that can be hung
from wall frame molding. The art will show best if it is in a frame.
Art should be delivered to Charlotte Clifton at the Store by October 31, and should
have the artist’s name, age, and, if possible, a story about the work. The art will be displayed November through December in the Loft at the Store.
A reception for the artists will be held in the Loft on Saturday, November 3, from
3 to 5 p.m. Refreshments will be served.
If you know of young artists, please encourage them to be creative and take advantage of this opportunity to have fun and share their art with the public.

Fall Festival Shines
The weather on September 1 was a harbinger of many
more gorgeous fall days to
follow as festivalgoers enjoyed the annual Fall Festival at the Community Center. The 24 vendors displayed
jewelry, soaps, pottery, vegetables, forged iron works, carved
wood figures and signs, and
glass art, among other items.
Baked goods, many provided by the West Shore Walkers,
Andy Gladish sells his handmade knives.
sold briskly. Sponsored by the
Guemes Island Community Church Women’s Fellowship, the event raised $890 to
benefit the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship Fund.
The Guemes Island Community Center Association raised $312 from their hotdog sale and $108 from the sale of raffle tickets. Rose Fraley was the raffle winner of
the generator. Proceeds from the raffle will go to maintain the defibrillator that was
donated to the Community Center.

End-of-Life Workshop Canceled
Due to scheduling conflicts, Jon Prescott will not be able to lead the end-of-life
workshop that was planned for November 10. Prescott hopes the workshop can be
rescheduled at another time.

•Save the Date•

Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think readers might want to know
about more than a month in advance—especially those that require pre-registration and
planning. More detailed information will generally follow in the next issue.
November 24: The annual Holiday Bazaar, sponsored by the Guemes Island Historical Society, will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
December 22: The Chamber Music Series holiday concert will be held at the Community Center at 7:30 p.m.
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Class Acts
Here’s a preview of upcoming classes and workshops on
the island. If you’d like us to include your class or workshop,
send details to editorial@guemestide.org by the 15th of the
month preceding the issue date.
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Reserve Space for the
Holiday Bazaar

Fall Clay Classes
Tower Arts Studio clay classes begin October 23 with island artist Sue
Roberts. This six-week session offers morning and evening classes, including
Mosaic Garden Forms, Ceramics for Everyone, and Independent Clay Studies. For more information, visit towerartsstudio.com or call Sue at 293-8878.
Felt Hat Workshop
On October 20 and 21 you can learn to make a felt hat in felt artist Penny Berk’s weekend workshop at Tower Arts Studio. The fee is $195, including $30 worth of materials. For details, go to towerartsstudio.com. Check out
Penny’s wonderfully wacky hats at pennyberk.com.
Caramel and Chocolate Workshops
Just in time for the holidays, learn to make your own caramel and chocolate candy with Sue Roberts of Tickled Pink Chocolates. These one-day,
hands-on workshops cover caramel and chocolate taste tests, caramel and
truffle making, dipping and tempering chocolate, gift wrapping, and more.
Workshops will be offered Saturdays, October 29, November 10, and December 1. The fee is $115. Visit tickledpinkchocolates.com for more information
or to register.

Gathering Lunches Resume
Guemes Connects will again sponsor The Gathering on Thursdays in the Fellowship Hall of the Guemes Island Community Church. Last year the program
served over 900 meals. The idea behind this popular weekly lunch is to bring the
island community together to share a wholesome meal and socialize with friends
and neighbors during the nonsummer months, fighting islanders’ tendencies to
hibernate at home when the weather turns cold.
The talented cooks will begin serving lunch on October 4. The
meal is served from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. for a suggested donation of $4.
Gail Messett will present Indonesian beef curry on October 4.
Lorraine Francis dishes out grilled huli-huli chicken on October 11.
Sharon Hughlitt will serve roast pork loin on October 18. Lorraine
Francis prepares a baked-potato bar on October 25. Jan Iverson
cooks her favorite lunch on November 1.
Free blood-pressure checks are also available from 11:15 to
noon, and Carol Park will be offering relaxing chair massages during the lunch
for $10.
Free on-island transportation is available by contacting Susan Rombeek at 2930777; 24-hour notice is appreciated so she can arrange drivers.
The lunch is also available for shut-ins upon request to Meal Coordinator Lorraine Francis at 293-8364. Guemes Connects can also provide short-term meal assistance if you know of someone recuperating at home.
A schedule of the weekly cooks and menus will be posted on the bulletin
boards at the ferry landing, the Community Center, and the Church. The information is also on the LineTime calendar (linetime.org).
Volunteers (cooks, setup, serving, and cleanup) are always welcome to help
with the lunch program. Contact Lorraine Francis at 293-8364 for information.

Marco Caputo sells local honey at last year’s
Holiday Bazaar.

It’s time to reserve table space for the
annual Guemes Island Holiday Bazaar,
which will be held Saturday, November
24, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Community Center and the Church. Interested craft vendors should contact Janice
Veal at janiceaveal@gmail.com or 2933721; registration must be completed
by November 18.
Indoor table space is available for
$10 for a card table or $25 for a six-foot
table. Space is also available outside the
Church.
The event is a great place to shop for
holiday gifts and is a fundraiser for the
Guemes Island Historical Society.
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Hunting Update
Hunters using modern firearms (shotguns) are allowed to
take any buck between October 13 and 31 and between November 15 and 18 on Guemes Island this year, according to
the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW).
A late muzzleloader season is scheduled from November

22 to December 15 for any deer. The hunting season ends
with a late archery season from November 21 to December
31, also for any deer.
Further details regarding property owners’ rights and
hunting violations are on the usual island bulletin boards.
Violations can be reported on the DFW hotline (877-9339847) or to the State Patrol at 757-1175.

Sign Vandalism Brings Pain

edith walden

By Nick Allison
On September 20, for the third year in a row, Toni
Schmokel put a sign up near the Store announcing the annual
Walk to Defeat ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also called
Lou Gehrig’s Disease).
And for the third year in a
row, someone tore it down.
The good news—if you can
call it that—is that this year the
sign was found, in the ditch
across the road. “I never found
the other signs,” says Schmokel.
“And they were not my property.
They belong to the ALS Association, which had to pay to replace
them.”
Schmokel lost her husband,
The sign was re-erected
Steve,
to ALS in late 2010. She
after being torn down.
doesn’t know who’s been tearing
down the signs, and prefers to think it isn’t personal. But she
adds, “To have it happen every year makes you wonder.
“Anyway, it’s not just me that they’re hurting. Several people on the island have lost people to ALS. It just makes you
hurt all over again.”

Reelect Ken Dahlstedt - County Commissioner District 2 - D





Ken is a fourth-generation
Skagit County resident
Married to Flo for 37 years
Father to four and grandfather
to four (soon to be five)

Ken practices what he preaches
Ken believes in:
 Establishing and maintaining
trust between elected officials
and citizens of Skagit County
 Always being accountable
 Common policies of service
throughout County government
 Dependable ferry services at a
reasonable price
 Protecting Guemes aquifer from
salt water intrusion
 Cooperative planning processes









Committed to Serve
Independent row crop farmer
since 1986
Small business owner since 1987
Named to Skagit Valley College
Hall of Fame
Vice-Chair National Assoc. of
Counties Health Steering
Committee
Board member North Sound
Mental Health Administration
Chair Skagit Transit Board
President United Way Board

Paid for by the Committee to Reelect Kenneth A. Dahlstedt, District 2-D
P.O. Box 2903, Mount Vernon, WA 98273 - (360) 770-4246 - email: reelectken@gmail.com
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PARK SCULPTURE DAMAGED

A public memorial

Islander Sal Werner
had commissioned McCracken to create a public sculpture for the Park
as a memorial to her son
James Gulick, who died
at 14. McCracken’s idea
for a sculpture that children could play on took
several years to design
Repair job déjà vu
and complete. Gwost
Rather than wait to go through the
continued to travel back
channels of the parks department, Mcand forth between colCracken resolved to begin the repair
lege and Guemes as he
work immediately, and hired sculptor
finished his degree. Mc- Mike Gwost holds up the broken-off section of the maple leaf.
Mike Gwost for the task, grateful that
Cracken credits Mike with
he is available. The broken piece of cefrom the stems throughout the years.
engineering the whole project, and it
ment mixed with fiberglass (cemlite)
Twenty-six-year-old Ike Gladish was diswas Mike who welded and formed all
cannot be safely bonded back to the
traught to learn that his favorite refuge
the steel stems on the leaves.
main form. After conferring about the
had been damaged. He’s been bringing
Gwost assisted during the three
redesign with McCracken, Gwost began
books to read by that portion of the leaf
months of fabrication in Seattle, dethe arduous undertaking of reconfigurall his life, and still does.
signed the footings for the three-ton
ing the form by grinding a new edge to
The Guemes Island Community
sculpture, and assisted with its installathe leaf on September 25. “Mike’s a geCouncil Association (GICCA) met Seption in 1979 and its later reinstallation.
nius for that kind of problem-solving,”
Autumn Leaves was first installed
McCracken asserts.
tember 27 and accepted Director Adfurther south from its current position
This isn’t the first time McCracken
ams’s offer to purchase a replacement
at the northwest corner of the Park. In
has admired Gwost’s talents. In 1977,
“spring” toy for the playground area if
1999, with a crane and driver donated
McCracken invited Gwost, then a
GICCA would reimburse McCracken
by Dakota Creek Industries in Anasculptor major at Minnesota State Unithe $500 he paid to Gwost for repair.
cortes, the sculpture was moved to its
versity Moorhead, to come assist him
present location, although not without
as an intern for the summer. Mike had
Solve the mystery
difficulty. The crane suddenly hit a large
yearned to study with famed sculptor
There is one long scrape on the back
soft spot in the ground and began to
Henry Moore and figured that studyof the broken leaf and three shorter
ing with someone who had worked with sink. Only by gunning the engine did
parallel scrapes. The artists state that it
the driver make it across the former site would have taken tremendous force to
Moore was the next best thing.
of the school’s outhouse or well.
Though he had never been west of
break off a piece that large, and suspect
Hundreds of Guemes children and
Minnesota and had never been on an isa vehicle was involved.
land, he jumped at the chance. His first- visitors have relished climbing on, over,
Initial rumors that the parks departday assignment on Guemes? Begin work and under the maple leaves, hiding in
ment mower hit it are unfounded. Perry,
crannies and secret spaces, and swinging who has worked at the Park for six years,
on Autumn Leaves.
assured the Tide that he never mows
around the sculpture; he always uses a
weed trimmer. (Additionally, not aware
of the piece’s purpose, he has sometimes
“protected” it by shooing children off
it; he has promised not to do so again.)
“We want to be good stewards and have
a good partnership with the community,” he emphasized.
If you have any knowledge of how
the sculpture was damaged, please let
McCracken or Gwost know. They might
sleep better at night.
Editors’ note: See page 2 for an article
Autumn Leaves, first installed in 1979, was designed and fabricated to be played upon.
on a local exhibit of McCracken’s work.

EDITH WALDEN

linetime.org

(continued from page 1)
Mountain Guardian at the summit of
Mt. Erie has been shot several times—
through the magnificent bronze bird’s
eye and heart. “I’m not going to fight,
or die of a broken heart. I haven’t got
time,” McCracken, 83, reflects. “I want
to die making sculpture.”
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Big Logs Harvested on Island
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Jill
Stein
for President

edith walden




The approximately 12 acres
being logged on
the Monahan/
Leech property have been
owned by the
family for more
than 30 years.
The acreage
has only been
A log truck with a double load waits to board the ferry.
logged once in
that
time,
after
the
1990
winter storm
Islanders have noticed lots of log
trucks loaded with huge timbers leaving that blew down hundreds of trees on the
on the ferry during September. The logs island. The property is in in the county’s
are coming from the Banchero and Mo- open space timberland program.
Monahan reports that their land
nahan/Leech properties on South Shore
will be replanted with redwood and fir,
Road. C & S Forestry Management of
adding that alder regrows rapidly on its
Burlington is certified to harvest sustainably grown “green lumber.” The log- own. Harvesting timber before it rots
is generally considered part of a healthy
ging company is selectively harvesting
alder, cottonwood, and fir trees, accord- forest management plan.
Monahan estimates that about 15
ing to Dan Monahan, who estimates
that some of the logs are four feet in di- truckloads of timber will be removed
from the family property.
ameter and up to 40 feet long.
Jill and cheri Say:

Stop wasting trillions on Wall Street, war,
and tax giveaways for the wealthy. Make
our economy work for everyday people.
End unemployment by investing in green jobs.

Cheri Honkala
for Vice President

Green Party of the United States

• Unbought.
• Principled.

Jill’s proposal creates eight times more jobs than the White House
plan, and ends the recession.

End bailouts that gave $12 trillion in cash and free
loans to the Wall Street institutions that crashed our economy. Put a

moratorium on foreclosures. Break up the big banks to prevent future
trillion dollar bailouts. Support state and community banks that invest in
small businesses. And rewrite the Bush/Obama “free trade agreements”
that sent 6 million jobs overseas and depressed wages at home.

Forgive student debt. Create tuition-free higher
education. Obama’s plan merely adjusts payment plans for 4%

of students and allows the student debt crisis to grow worse. It leaves
college as unaffordable as ever.

Create health care as a human right through a Medicare
for all system that provides quality comprehensive care, preserves
patient choice and puts people before profits.

• Independent.

Stop climate change by creating millions of jobs in green

• Standing up for working people.

End the Oil Wars that are killing soldiers and civilians, and drain-

Take BaCk OUR FUTURe
FROm Wall STReeT

A Green New Deal for America
Please join at www.JillStein.org

energy, manufacturing, agriculture and public transportation.

ing trillions from our national treasury. Obama is leaving thousands of
private military contractors in Iraq, and
has twice as many troops in Afghanistan
as George W. Bush.

Restore our freedoms and

constitutional rights by ending
detention of U.S. citizens without trial,
the Patriot Act, First Amendment violations, and the doctrine of corporate
personhood.
Paid for and approved by Jill Stein for President
HQ@JillStein.org • www.JillStein.org
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When

What

Time

Where

Contact

Oct. 1, Mon.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 2, Tues.

Oct. 3, Wed.

Oct. 4, Thu.

Oct. 5, Fri.

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

GIPAC

7:00 pm

Church

Kit Harma 293-5784

Brown Bag Book Club

1:30 pm

Boots Anderson's

Marianne Kooiman 293-5815

Soup Supper

6:00 pm

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Gathering Lunch: Indonesian Beef Curry

11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Library Board

7:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128
Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Meditation

8:00 - 10:00 am

7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 6, Sat.

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 7, Sun.

Church Council

8:00 am

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Church Service

9:30 am

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Oct. 8, Mon.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Columbus Day

Oct. 9, Tues.

Oct. 10, Wed.

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Historical Society

7:30 pm

Church

Carol Deach 708-2726

Library Book Club

8:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Soup Supper

6:00 pm

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Fire Commissioners Meeting

7:30 pm

Fire Hall

Mike Stamper 333-6297

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Hall

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Oct.11, Thu.

Gathering Lunch: Huli Huli Chicken

11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Men's Book Club

7:00 pm

Library

George Meekins 840-9391

Oct. 12, Fri.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Oct. 13, Sat.

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Meditation

8:00 - 10:00 am

7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Live Music: Patrick Dethlefs

5:30 - 8:00 pm

Store

Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

GIPOA

9:30 am

Library

Howard Pellett 293-8128

Gaia Rising Farm Harvest Festival

1:00 - 5:00 pm

7389 Chestnut Ln.

Sequoia Ferrel 293-2980

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 14, Sun.

Church Service

9:30 am

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Oct. 15, Mon.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 16, Tues.

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Soup Supper

6:00 pm

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Knitting Night

7:30 pm

Pellett's

Carol Pellett 293-8128

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When

What

Time

Where

Contact

Oct. 17, Wed.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast

8:00 am

Church

Bob Prescott 588-8206

Women's Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Oct. 18, Thu.

Gathering Lunch: Roast Pork

11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church

GICCA Potluck and Meeting

6:15 pm

Hall

Julie Pingree 293-2269

Oct. 19, Fri.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation

8:00 - 10:00 am

7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Live Music: The Pine Hearts

5:30 - 8:00 pm

Store

Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

SEI Public Potluck and Program

7:00 pm

Hall

Ian Woofenden 770-1520

Oct. 20, Sat.

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 21, Sun.

Church Service

9:30 am

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Oct. 22, Mon.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Oct. 23, Tues.

Soup Supper

6:00 pm

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Oct. 24, Wed.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Hall

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Oct. 25, Thu.

Gathering Lunch: Baked Potato Bar

11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Oct. 26, Fri.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Oct. 27, Sat.

Church

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Meditation

8:00 - 10:00 am

7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

GIPAC Annual Meeting

7:00 pm

Hall

Kit Harma 293-5784

Oct. 28, Sun.

Church Service

9:30 am

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Oct. 29, Mon.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Cemetery Committee

8:00 am

Store

Dixon Elder 293-8935

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Oct. 30, Tues.

Soup Supper

6:00 pm

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Oct. 31, Wed.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Halloween

Nov. 1, Thu.
ONGOING

Women's Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Gathering Lunch: Jan's Favorite Lunch

11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church

Ferry haulout is October 8 through 24.
Solar Energy International Workshop: Homebuilt Wind Generators*, October 15-20
Solar Energy International Workshop: Microhydro-Electric Systems*, October 22-26

UPCOMING

Young Artists Reception, November 3, 3:00-5:00 pm, Store
To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).

Lorraine Francis 293-8364
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GICCA Obtains
Permit, Makes
Progress on Stage
Project
By Tom Murphy
At the Guemes Island Community
Center Association (GICCA) meeting
on September 27, which was rescheduled from its original September 20
date, board president Julie Pingree announced that an important permit had
been granted and signed, allowing the
Schoolhouse Park Stage project to move
forward.
Pingree stated that she had “signed
the permit for the critical-area plan.”
That permit will now allow structures
to be built on the property. Mark
Linnemann, chair of the Stage project,
will be invited to the next meeting of
the GICCA board to speak about plans
to move forward.
In other news, Pingree spoke about
plans to repair the leaf sculpture at the
playground, which was damaged over
the Labor Day weekend (see article
on page 1). She stated that Brian Adams, Skagit County parks and recreation director, has offered to replace the
“spring” toy at the playground in trade
for GICCA paying for the repair of the
sculpture. The board approved this arrangement.
The obligation to keep the Hall
clean was once more a topic of discussion. How to ensure that the Hall gets
cleaned well after people use it is yet to
be answered. Some of the discussion revolved around revising the rental/use
agreement; the board hopes to have a
revised agreement in place for 2013.
Board members at the meeting in
addition to Pingree were trustees Rob
Schroder and Lynn Myall, Vice President Sharon Schlittenhard, Secretary
Kathleen Phillips, and Treasurer Norm
Prewitt.
The next meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, October 18, at 7 p.m. in the
Community Center.
Desserts and beverages will be available for the meeting.

13

Library Catalog
Goes Online
For almost a year, volunteers at the
Guemes Island Library have been diligently building a digital catalog of every
book, audiobook, videotape, DVD, and
CD in the Library’s holdings—almost
7,000 items. After the massive and heroic effort, the catalog is now available
at guemesislandlibrary.com. Library patrons can search for and reserve online
any item from the collection.
During the cataloging, each item was
given a bar code. The Library is in the
process of issuing free library cards that
also have bar codes. Scanning the codes
of the items you wish to borrow and the
code on your library card will speed and
enhance the checkout process. Addi-

tionally, the Library
can better track materials,
which will aid in selecting future acquisitions.
Volunteers are being trained, and the
new system should be fully operational
by October 15. For those who prefer the
“old-fashioned” way, Library volunteer
coordinator MJ Andrak assures patrons
that “the trusty old card catalog will remain in place for a while.”

14
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Historical Society Gets New Head, Seeks Permanent Home
By Win Anderson and Bob Anderson
At its September 10 meeting, the
Guemes Island Historical Society
(GIHS) elected Carol Shoultz Deach, a
third-generation Guemes Islander with
family roots going back more than 100
years, as its third president. She replaces
Win Anderson, who announced his resignation at the August meeting.

Carol is the daughter of Marvin
and Alice Shoultz. Carol and her husband, Tom, along with Marvin and Alice, all live on what is now known as
the “Shoultz farm,” which has been in
production since 1911. Carol and Tom
have both been active in the Society
since moving back to the island from
Idaho a few years ago.
Win Anderson also noted that he has
completed the structural restoration and
roof of the last school outhouse. It will
be temporarily located at his home.
A 1912 letter to the county commissioners bidding to continue serving as
the Guemes Island ferry operator was
read. The skipper, James Burgett, of the
launch Glide, had had the contract for
five years at that time. It is not known if
his contract was renewed. He died two
years later at 60.

Help needed—and a home

The Society also reviewed the many

collections it has accumulated and is
cataloging, including several artifacts.
Many items are temporarily in view at
the Store, and some require restoration
work. Volunteers are needed.
So is a larger, more permanent space.
For several years the Church has provided a small work and storage space
where GIHS materials are housed, but it
is clear the Society soon will need more
room.
Among the possibilities might be
a private home left to the Society or a
usable, movable building that could be
renovated for historical uses.
We are asking the community to
keep this long-term need in mind and
offer suggestions for a permanent headquarters for a historical museum and
center on the island. Please contact Bob
Anderson, the Society’s secretary, at
293-3770.
The next meeting will be Monday,
October 8, at 7:30 at the Church.

FREE

taxi service

for Guemes Island

Patients who live on Guemes Island can receive free round-trip taxi service when obtain
ing medical services from Island Hospital, hospital-operated clinics or outpatient services.

Eligible Hospital Services
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cancer Care Center
Cardiopulmonary Rehabilitation
Diagnostic Imaging
Emergency Services
Laboratory Services
Physical, Occupational &
Speech Therapy

Eligible Clinics & Off-Campus Services
•
•
•
•
•

Plastic Surgery
Psychiatry & Behavioral Health
Respiratory Therapy
Surgery Center
Wound Care & Hyperbaric
Medicine

Questions? Call (360) 299-1310

•
•
•
•
•

Anacortes Family Medicine
Fidalgo Medical Associates
Island Surgeons
Island Hospital Sleep Wellness Center
Skagit Regional Clinics - Urology

>>How to reserve free taxi service
Those who wish to use this service need only call Mert’s Taxi,
(360) 708-6358, the day prior to your appointment and arrange
to be met upon arrival at the Anacortes Ferry Terminal or
Guemes Island Ferry Terminal (please specify ferry terminal).
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CPR Students Learn to Save Lives

gerry francis

By Edith Walden
Eighteen people knelt on the floor
of the Community Center on September 15 and practiced rapid (100- to
120-per-minute), deep (two-inch) compressions on the hearts of their dummies, accompanied by the beats of a
smart-phone metronome.

Islanders learn how to perform CPR and use
a defibrillator.

Instructors Julie Heim and Bill Craig
from Skagit County Emergency Medical Services put students through their
paces for about five hours. They covered
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)
and the use of an automated external
defibrillator (AED); recognizing and
treating stroke; first aid for a wide variety of conditions; how to stop someone
from choking (including yourself if you
are alone); and how to safely remove
contaminated plastic gloves.
Heim, who is also a volunteer firefighter with the Conway Fire Department, focused her fast-paced, lively
instructions on the latest CPR techniques. “It’s all about compression,” she
explained as she demonstrated what to
do when someone stops breathing, emphasizing that a person is dead when
breathing stops. Although someone
who isn’t breathing will still have a
10-minute supply of oxygen in his or
her bloodstream, it is essential to maintain good compressions to the heart to
keep the person alive. Mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation can be skipped entirely with the newest protocol, except for
children under eight years old.
Although statewide numbers are
hard to come by, Heim said Washington
appears to have the highest CPR survival rate in the country by far, due in part

Members to Be Elected
at GIPAC Meeting

to widespread use of AEDs. The Seattle
metropolitan area has a 50 percent survival rate; Skagit County’s is 35 percent.
(Illinois, second-highest in the nation,
has only a 6 percent survival rate.)
The class was hosted by the Guemes
Island Fire Department. Chief Medical Officer Nancy White reiterated the
importance of calling 911 for emergencies, reminding islanders that volunteer
firefighters have joined the department
because they want to help; it is not an
inconvenience to be called out, day or
night. “It’s our job,” White emphasized.
Class participants were treated to a
hearty and delicious lunch prepared by
Lorraine Francis on her birthday (yes,
there was cake), and provided by the
Guemes Island Firefighters Association.
CPR and first aid classes are taught
throughout the year by Skagit County
Emergency Medical Services. The next
class will be held on October 15 and 16
from 5 to 9 p.m. in Anacortes, followed
by a class in Mount Vernon on October
20 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information, contact Bill
Craig at billc@skagitems.com or 4283236. Registration forms are available at
skagitems.com.

The Guemes Island Planning and
Advisory Committee (GIPAC) will hold its
annual meeting on Saturday, October
27, at 7 p.m. at the Community Center.
Elections for the seven-member body
will be held. Current members Allen
Bush Jr., Stuart Charles, Gary Curtis,
Nancy Fox, Kit Harma, Sandy McKean,
and Bruce Rooney are running for reelection.
The committee was formally sanctioned when the Skagit County Board
of Commissioners adopted the Guemes
Island Subarea Plan in January 2011.
GIPAC is charged with monitoring the
implementation of the plan and representing islanders’ interests.
A report of the committee’s activities for the past year will be presented, in
addition to the group’s plans and focus
for the upcoming year. Of special interest to the group is input to the county’s
revision of the Shorelines Management
Program, which has major implications
for the planning, development, and
quality of life on the island’s shorelines
and adjoining property.
Islanders are encouraged to attend
the meeting and learn about upcoming
issues.
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Vocalists Fill the Hall with Song

Greta Birkby and Ren Hester at the Hall

By Thea LaCross
A warmly appreciative group of music lovers enjoyed an entertaining and
elegant program of popular songs from
the 1930s through ’50s on September
22 at the Hall. The concert was a fundraiser for the Park Stage project.
Islander Greta Birkby (vocals) and
her music partner Ren Hester (vocals
and piano) offered a sparkling tour of

the era, from Cole Porter jewels like
“It’s De-Lovely” and “Begin the Beguine” through Rodgers and Hart’s
“Blue Moon” and other tunes drawn
from movies and musicals.
The evening’s song list was unusual
for Birkby and Hester; both musicians
perform with Seattle-area opera companies and chorales, with an emphasis on
classical repertoire. And as Birkby amusingly explained in her introduction to
“Alto’s Lament,” she is an alto and Hester is a bass, so they rarely get to sing the
melody. They embraced the evening’s
opportunity to do so with gusto.
The duo, who have worked together for years, were an engaging team and
drew the audience into a number of
singalongs. In addition to stellar vocals
and strong piano backing from Hester,
both have professional but personable
stage presences, which made the room
more cabaret than concert hall.
Organizer Jan Ebersole reports that
the evening raised $700 for the Park

Stage fund, and thanks the performers
and the many volunteers involved (see
her letter on page 2).

Birthdays & Anniversaries
(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)
Bud Strom turns 90 on October 3.
Ian McCracken turns 6 on October 6.
Jane Read turns 94 on October 7.
Richard Nicolls turns 85 on
October 11.
Liam Mast turns 7 on October 15.
Brenna Palmer-Perry turns 12 on
October 16.
Hunter Danilson turns 13 on
October 18.
Iona Moss-McLean turns 4 on
October 20.
Mary Brado Earling turns 83 on
October 21.
Nancy Ballard turns 97 on October 25.
Audrey LaCross turns 89 on
October 28.
Madison Grassi turns 10 on
October 30.

VANDER
YACHTSolutions
PROPANE
Information Technology
SERVING GUEMES ISLAND


Propane Delivery



Tank Rentals



Parts & Service



24/7 Service
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•
Little did I know I was about to witness a murder, sitting on the front porch
on a recent humid late-summer evening.
The air was aflutter with insects.
Leading the show were dragonflies,
those stripped-down miniature fighter planes that have perfected flying up,

alice shoultz

It’s been 10 years since Marv Shoultz
appeared before the community with
other old-timers to reminisce about
“stump farming” and other near-forgotten topics of toil, travail, and simple
pleasures.
Marv was raised on the island and
learned independence early: ranching,

Proud of his new International truck and its load, Marv Shoultz posed in 1973 with the
prize, the largest fir he ever cut on Guemes. Old-time loggers had different names for logs
big enough to comprise a load. We’ll call this Marv’s “Guemes toothpick.”

farming, logging—rarely hiring help, yet
taking on daunting projects.
Numerous loads of logs left the island from South Shore Road this past
September (see story on page 10). Onlookers were amazed at the size of some
of the cottonwood trunks. Yet they
would be dwarfed by the size of the
single old-growth fir log pictured here.
Marv harvested it in 1973 off Edens
Road.
(Note: cottonwood tends to grow
fast, big, brittle, and cheap. Its main
use, according to a truck driver, is for
manufacturing pallets and railroad ties.
The popular eagle-hangout cottonwood
on the Harold and Mary Scott property,
east of Cayou Creek, measured 14 feet,
7 inches in circumference in 1995.)

down, forward, backward, and sideways,
and hovering. I haven’t yet seen inverted
flight but it wouldn’t surprise me.
And there were termites—good at
mincing wood into dust, but their flying skills are more like flopping around
in the air. They try gamely to get somewhere in an airframe missing important
parts, such as vertical and horizontal stabilizers. No contest.
What surprised me was to see a dragonfly nab a termite in midair—not easy
considering the erratic flight pattern of
the victim. The predator hauled the termite out of sight, and returned to drop
it in the bushes nearby, apparently having removed its vital bodily fluids.
Quite a show.
I did not know dragonflies dined on
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termites (and mosquitoes). And they’re
beautiful acrobats besides.
•
This just came to me. If “Corporations are people, my friend,” then let’s
see their birth certificates and voter registration cards.
•
The New York Times Magazine prints
an “It should be a word” mini-column.
Here are some of my candidates:
Overheard in the Store kitchen, Erica Rich stammering to find how to say a
word: “I can’t ‘pronunciate’ it.”
My friend Jerry Burk, hitchhiking (in 1959) near Weed, California, 3
o’clock in the morning, hungry, cold, no
traffic: “This is ‘disgustcouraging’.”
Network news commentator: “Lot of
Dems are ‘grumpling’ right now.”
•
Ski Wooten, a regular passenger on
the midnight Saturday Almar homeward
voyage in the 1970s, was nothing if not
consistent, according to Kit Marcinko,
another reliable denizen of that run.
Rain, clear, frost, or snow, Ski would
comment, “Nice night for travelin’,”
followed by a pregnant pause, then “I
thought I saw a salmon jump out by
James Island.”
You knew the boat was approaching Guemes when he asked of no one in
particular, “Are the natives friendly?”
The irony is that he was one of the
few Samish Indians still living here. And
friendly he was.
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Island Homeschooler Enters High School
“Education Is Useful,” Says Sage Olson

By Blaine LaCross
Editors’ note: In a future issue, LaCross—
who is 18 and has been homeschooled
his entire life—will present a broader
picture of homeschooling on the island.
Sage Olson, interviewed here, is the son of
Sophie Dobra and Robert Olson and the
brother of Finn and Rivers Olson, who are
still being homeschooled.

Q: What has it been like to go from
being homeschooled to public school?
A: Homeschooling is different because you have your own schedule,
while in public school you have to conform to their schedule. Another thing
about homeschooling is that you don’t
have to get up so early.
Q: Has going to public school been
more challenging?
A: It’s different, so it’s hard to compare. With homeschooling you don’t
have as many standards, whereas public
school has a grading system. It’s difficult
to tell if it’s harder, because each year
you take on harder material. Ultimately,
they’re just different.
Q: What has been the hardest part
of going to school for you?
A: Waking up early is a pain. The
classes aren’t all that hard, but maybe
that’s just me.
Q: Going on the Honor Roll your
first year in school is pretty impressive.
Was that difficult?
A: No. Actually, I found that being homeschooled was really helpful. If
you’re in the school system, you get used
to following directions and you just get
indoctrinated; you get stuck in a pattern
and lose interest in things. When I was

THEA LACROSS

If you happened to glance at the
Honor Roll last month, you might have
noticed the name of Sage Olson. What
you probably don’t know is that last year
was his first year of public school. Olson, 16, was homeschooled until he entered Anacortes High School as a freshman. What follows is an interview that
explores his transition into the public
school system.

homeschooled I chose what I learned.
I think that helped when I went to
high school, because while everyone
else was zoning out, I was paying attention to what the teacher had to
say. As a homeschooler I’ve wanted to
work hard and do the best I can. Education is useful.
Q: What would you say is your favorite part of school?
A: I like having a lot of options
and access to resources. There are a lot
of interesting courses you can take.
Q: And what is your least favorite part?
A: It’s a bit rigid. They know what
they want you to learn, and they have
some mandatory courses. You have to
have some minimums in a lot of arSage Olson arrives home on the school bus—
eas—though a lot of that is for good
an experience he began having last year after
reasons. You need some art, some
a lifetime of homeschooling.
math, some P.E., et cetera. I guess I
sociable you won’t be rejected and sit in
don’t really have a least favorite part.
a corner for the rest of your life. If you
Q: Are there any subjects you think
talk to people, you can meet new people
you’ve learned more about in school
than you would have been able to while easily. One of the cool things about the
school system is that there are a lot of
homeschooling?
people your own age you can hang out
A: Probably math. Higher-level
with. I’m not someone who needs 70
math is hard for parents to teach, and
friends. I’m happy with 3 or 4.
it’s helpful to have someone who really
Q: Would you choose to remain in
knows the subject. The same goes for
school or go back to homeschooling?
most of the sciences.
A: What I was learning in the eighth
Q: And are there any subjects that
grade was getting really advanced for
you think you’re learning less about
my mom to teach. I think it’s good to
since entering the school system?
homeschool in the early years, but as the
A: They cover a lot of bases; they
make sure you get everything. And they material gets more advanced it can be
helpful to have access to the resources of
have electives like debate, which I took
the public school system. At high-school
last year, or psychology. I’d have to say
age, it’s probably better to have somethat I can’t think of any right now.
one who’s really learned the material to
Q: Has anything particularly interteach you.
esting happened to you since you entered the school system?
At the end of our interview, Olson
A: It was pretty cool getting on the
had a final observation: “I’ve noticed
Honor Roll. I also received a couple of
that, being a homeschooler, you’re used
departmental awards. Teachers pick a
few students they think have done really to working one-on-one with people
you’re learning from, so you learn to talk
well. Not just good grades, but really
doing well. In my first year I got depart- to adults. I find that really useful when
talking to teachers. I treat them as a permental awards in math and English.
sons, friends, people I say hello to every
Q: Have you made any new friends
day. Since teens tend to see teachers as
since you entered school?
authority figures, it separates them.”
A: I’ve made some friends. If you’re

The Guemes Tide October 2012

Solar Energy Workshops in October
By Ian Woofenden
Editors’ note: The writer is founder of
Solar Energy International’s Northwest
and Costa Rica programs and is the
organization’s primary wind-electricity
instructor. He is also well known on
Guemes as a renewable-energy guru.

ian woofenden

Solar Energy International (SEI)
continues its 16th year of renewableenergy education programs on Guemes
Island with two workshops, Homebuilt
Wind Generators (October 15–20) and

Hugh Piggott (center) teaches students
about renewable-energy systems.

Microhydro-Electric Systems (October
22–26). Both will be co-taught by visiting expert Hugh Piggott from Scoraig,
Scotland, and by me, along with special
guests.
Interested islanders are invited to
drop in on the workshops for short visits at the Community Center and at the
Anderson shop on South Shore Road,
where participants will be building wind
generators. In the Homebuilt Wind
Generators workshop, attendees will be
carving blades, winding copper coils,
pouring resin, fabricating and welding
metal (under the very able direction of
Guemes’s ace metalcrafter Andy Gladish), and assembling two working wind
generators during the week. The Micro-

hydro-Electric workshop will study the
principles and practice of tapping small
streams, do field visits, and work on
Guemes and the mainland.
A free public potluck open to all will
be held at the Community Center on
Friday, October 19, at 7 p.m. This is an
opportunity to visit with islanders and
others who live and work with renewable-energy systems, as well as neighbors
and visitors from Seattle to Vancouver.
SEI Northwest’s large display of renewable-energy equipment and literature
will be on hand for you to enjoy and
learn from. The program for the evening
will be a talk by Hugh Piggott, who will
share experiences and perspectives from
his 35 years of living with and working
with renewable-energy systems. Hugh is
sure to be entertaining; he is one of the
most knowledgeable as well as generous
and humble of my renewable-energy
colleagues and friends.
Hugh moved off-grid to a homestead in remote northwest Scotland in
the 1970s, and began experimenting
with wind electricity. Over the years, he
has not only electrified the homes of all
his neighbors and the local community
buildings, but has traveled around the
world teaching about renewable energy. He is perhaps the world’s foremost
expert on designing and building wind
turbines from scratch (see his website
scoraigwind.com). He also has personal
and professional experience with solarelectric, solar-hot-water, and hydroelectric systems, and lives in a very efficient
small home of his own design. This will
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be Hugh’s seventh visit to Guemes, and
many islanders have enjoyed hoisting a
pint with him, or sharing conversation,
work, or educational experiences.
For information about SEI and to
learn about registering for the workshops, see solarenergy.org, or contact me
at ianwoofenden@mindspring.com or
770-1520. Special discounts for islanders may be available.
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Looking Back

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society

Ten Years Ago
Mike Gwost and Glen Veal pour
concrete foundation bases for the Murray Read Pavilion.
Guemes Island Historical Society
founded. Provisional officers are Bob
Anderson, president; Sharon Schlittenhard, vice president; Ann Cady and Leta
Frye, co-secretary/treasurers.
—The Evening Star, October 2002
Fifteen Years Ago
Headline: “Private Ferry Looks Certain, County Issues Ultimatum.” Skagit
commissioners inform Inland Boatmen’s
Union that hiring a private firm would
save $70,000 per year.
The low bid for a reverse-osmosis
water system for the Potlatch district
comes in $200,000 above the $265,000

estimate. Skagit County PUD manager
Bob Powell estimates PUD could build
it in-house for $275,000.
—The Evening Star, October 1997
Thirty-Eight Years Ago
The acre of land vacated by the Anacortes School District at the southeast
corner of Guemes Island and Edens
roads is turned over to the community
“for recreational purposes” by the Anacortes School District. The school had
been abandoned in 1962.
—Anacortes American,
October 30, 1974
Sixty-Four Years Ago
“The goal of the Guemes Island Cooperative Association is to have electricity on the island by Christmas. Work
toward realization of this goal began
about a year ago when the cooperative
was founded to furnish electricity to its
members,” states association President
Allen (Bill) Veal, at the Guemes Improvement Club.
—Anacortes American,
October 14, 1948
One Hundred Thirty-Two Years Ago
The Samish Indian tribe may have
sensed that an era was passing as they
prepared for what turned out to be

alice shoultz

Five Years Ago
The Sustainable Guemes Award is
presented to the Ian and Frea Woofenden family.
Painter Rebecca Hyland’s artistic
philosophy, deemed “deeper than vision,” is captured in a feature by Betty
Crookes.
The complexity of the island’s water
supply is explored in a lecture by hydrogeologists Sue Kahle and Matt Ely.
—The Evening Star, October 2007

The Guemes School Class of 1960 looks forward to summer vacation and an uncertain
future in the old building. Left to right are
(top row) Carol Shoultz, Gayel Bohn, Sue
Radkey, and Kathy Harrie; (middle row)
Dee Dee Peck, Kari Valquiest, ??? Radkey,
Ted Benjenstorf, and Phyllis Shoultz; (front
row) David Ashback, ??? Radkey, Buddy
Valquist, and Rolly Peck.

“The Last Potlatch of the Puget Sound”
in 1880.
The preparations were incredible for
the event that took place on Guemes Island’s west shore. Some 4,000 participants, representing numerous regional
tribes, were attracted to “one of the largest (potlatches) ever recorded in western
history,” said Laura Bassett, presenting
her research at a meeting of the Guemes
Island Historical Society.
—The Evening Star, October 2007

