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Alaska Do-Over

Marlene Kleven

John Strathman Kayaks Solo for 924 Miles

John Strathman leaves Echo Bay from Gilford Island, BC, and heads south in his 19-foot
sea kayak with outrigger and sail.

By Edith Walden
In the summer of 2015, islander
John Strathman competed as a solo
kayaker in the 750-mile Race to Alaska.
Racers departed from Port Townsend
and were required to reach Ketchikan
within 30 days to qualify. After 21 days
and traveling “only” 432 miles to Bella
Bella, John called it quits. (See page 20
of the September 2015 Tide for the full
story of that adventure.)
The journey haunted him. At 61, he
longed to use the experience and confidence he had gained last year to prove
to himself that he could complete the

trip—and see some different country.
This past June 10, he and wife Deb
loaded the kayak and headed to Ketchikan on the Alaska ferry. On June
13, Deb flew home and John began
paddling south on his “do-over.”
The weather was mostly rainy, as
is common for a southeast Alaska
summer. With only a camping tent
and rain tarp, staying dry was his main
challenge. He averaged about 25 miles
per day, was able to communicate to
Deb daily by satellite messenger, and
occasionally found a cabin, storage
(continued on page 13)

Short Ferry Shutdown
Coming November 8
By Edith Walden
Skagit County Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe told the
Tide that the M/V Guemes is scheduled
to be shut down beginning Tuesday,
November 8, after the 6:45 p.m. run.
Service is scheduled to resume no later
than 6:30 a.m. on Friday, November 11.
Replacement of the No. 2 main engine was originally planned for next
spring’s haulout, but during the past
several months the engine “has been
showing continued elevated levels of
coolant in the oil,” according to Rowe.
Continuing to run the engine with excess coolant until spring could cause
severe damage, Rowe warned. Engine
manufacturer Cummins recommends
the removal of the engine so that it can
be overhauled while the damage may be
limited. Rowe hopes that replacing the
engine now will prevent emergency outages this winter.
The engine will be replaced with an
on-hand spare engine that is ready to
run. A new generator will also be installed. The replacements will occur at
Curtis Wharf in Anacortes, as quickly as
possible. The Coast Guard must inspect
and approve the work, and dock and sea
trials must be conducted to the Coast
Guard’s satisfaction before service can
resume.
Passenger-only service will be provided by Arrow Launch beginning with
the 8 p.m. run on November 8 and will
continue until the ferry resumes sailing.
Due to the short duration of the
outage, there will be no Skagit Transit
bus service on the island.
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Letters
Towards tranquility

Dear Guemes neighbors,
The Guemes Island Property Owners Association thanks those of you who
have joined our continuing efforts to
eliminate the firing of illegal fireworks
on Guemes Island. The result has been a
more peaceful environment both for us
humans and for our pets and livestock
that have suffered the trauma and stress
of loud explosions disturbing the island’s tranquility. We also appreciate the
posting of signs and publicity concerning our efforts.
Please call or email me for information on what you can do to assist in our
future efforts to combat the noise pollution of illegal fireworks on Guemes
(293-8128 or howardp71@gmail.com).
—Howard Pellett, president

Honoring Marv

Carol and I would like to thank all
those who joined us in celebrating Marv
Shoultz’s 90th birthday at the party at
the Hall on August 28. Marv and Alice
were touched by all those who attended
and so happy to see so many friends and
family once again. We hope you enjoyed
it as much as we did. Thanks for honoring Marv and Alice with your presence.
—Tom and Carol Deach

A huge commitment

Really, I am so in awe of the firefighters we have among us. What a huge
community commitment—to continually train and go in harm’s way for the
good of us all. I’d hope they would all
get thanked on a regular basis or at least
bowed down to now and again. Kudos
to the volunteer firefighters. Hug one
today.
Sincerely,
—Rosann Wuebbels
Editors’ note: The writer is the person
who called in from Anacortes to report the
Cypress Way fire on August 4 (see page 1 of
the September Tide).

Wow

WOW, Guemes firefighters! Thank
you! Thank you! Thank you!
—Terre Scappini

Changes for Science Camp
Six years ago we came up with the
idea of a “summer science camp” as a
way to use some science materials the
Guemes Island Library had obtained
through a grant. We picked the week of
July 4 as a time when there were many
grandchildren on the island, as well as
our local kids. The camp has become
successful in ways we could not have
imagined.
All organizations need to evolve as
circumstances change. Kathy Finks and
Holiday Matchett will not be returning
to teach next year, and Carol Harma
can commit to only one more year. Because of its popularity we are doing our
best to maintain the program. To continue next year, we need only one more
teacher—but long term, a dedicated
team of three teachers will be needed.
We are hoping that within our Guemes
community there are some experienced
teachers who are looking for an opportunity to volunteer.
Summer Science Camp is entirely
volunteer based and is free to children
ages 4 to 11 with island connections.
We have established a schedule that
works well. It requires a commitment of
four mornings the week of July 4. (But
to be honest, it also requires many hours
of preparation.)
Volunteer assistance is readily available. It’s a chance to work with some
great kids in small groups and instill a
love of science.
If you are at all interested (or someone you know is), or if you have questions, call one of us: Carol at 293-5784;
Kathy at 588-9192 or (425) 890-1200;
or Holiday at 299-8552. Help us keep
the program alive.
—Kathy Finks, Holiday Matchett,
and Carol Harma

New blood for GICCA

Dear Guemes community,
I have been privileged to serve on
the Guemes Island Community Center
Association (GICCA) board since 2010.
It has been an enlightening, frustrating,
busy, rewarding six years.
At the October 20 meeting, the
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board will be accepting nominations for
the four positions up for reelection. I
will not be running again. I believe it is
time for others to have the privilege of
serving their community.
I will continue to support GICCA
as a member of our community. Thank
you for allowing me to be a part of
GICCA for all these years.
—Julie Pingree, GICCA secretary
and board member

Flower boxes need a friend

Our island garden expert and friend
Becky Stinson is moving to the Olym-

pic Peninsula this fall. She has been the
mainstay for the flower boxes at the ferry. Dave Rogers made and repairs the
boxes and I help water. If anyone is interested in continuing the flowers at the
ferry (planning what to plant, planting,
maintaining), please contact me at 2933650.
—Julie Hopkins

Fall Festival: fun and funds

The Betty Crookes Guemes Gold
Scholarship Committee would like to
thank Carol Pellett and the Guemes
Island Property Owners Association
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(GIPOA) for sponsoring the Fall Festival on September 3. It was a busy afternoon with a variety of vendors selling
interesting products and lots of folks
enjoying the event.
GIPOA donated the proceeds to the
Scholarship Fund. This year, vendors’
fees, the bake sale, and two generous donations raised a little more than $1,400.
The Scholarship Committee would also
like to thank all the island bakers for
their wonderful baked goods and the
volunteers who helped run the booth.
—Janice Veal, Scholarship
Committee chair

GIPOA to Meet with Fire Commissioners

Special Public Meeting on October 10 to Discuss Illegal Fireworks
By Edith Walden
At the September 12 meeting of
the Guemes Island Fire Commissioners, Guemes Island Property Association
(GIPOA) president Howard Pellett read
a letter on behalf of GIPOA. He outlined GIPOA’s efforts to end the use of
illegal fireworks on Guemes, citing some
success.
In light of the two recent fires on
the island, one of which was believed to
have been started by fireworks (see page
1 of the September Tide), he requested cooperation from the commissioners
and the fire department and an opportunity to “discuss the illegal fireworks
issue in a positive manner and perhaps
reach a solution before someone is injured or before an out-of-control fire
results.”

A special meeting has been set for 6
p.m. on Monday, October 10, before
the regularly scheduled fire commissioners meeting. The public is welcome to
attend both meetings at the Fire Hall.

Salaried staff get raises

In other business, Commissioner
Dave Margeson, who is also a firefighter,
addressed the commissioners to praise
the operation of the Guemes Island Fire
Department (GIFD), observing that the
department is operating with “the best
efficiency in 11 years.”
Noting the increased number of calls
that need more complicated training, he
offered his opinion that salaried staff are
underpaid for their positions and recommended across-the-board raises of 20
percent.

As of the end of August, there had
been 74 incidents requiring responses
from GIFD—an increase of 20 (37percent) over last year at this time. The request was approved unanimously. The
increases will be effective beginning in
October. The fire chief will now be paid
$900 per month; assistant fire chief,
$420; medical officer, $420; secretary,
$502; and mechanic, $24 per hour. The
new salaries will require a 3 percent increase in the overall budget for 2016.
Chief Francis suggested that the stipends for firefighters also be increased
but recommended that the issue be addressed during the next budget cycle.
Firefighters are currently paid once a
year at the rate of $5 for every call they
respond to and $15 for each training
drill they attend.
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Gueemies: Beauty for the Books

Bill Clark is selling his beautifully turned and polished wood boxes and bowls to
benefit the Guemes Island Library. Visit the Library to purchase a “useful object with
personality.”

Quarterly Ferry Committee
Meeting to Be Held October 23
The Guemes Island Ferry Committee will hold a quarterly meeting on Sunday,
October 23, at 2 p.m. at the Community Center.
Following their meeting on October 7 with Skagit County Public Works personnel, the Ferry Committee will present details to islanders on the progress of the
future ferry replacement plans.
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend.

Mail Delivery Delayed to Parts of Island
By Edith Walden
A number of islanders on South
Shore Road and West Shore Drive (and
maybe other places) did not receive their
copies of the September Tide on Saturday, September 3—the day when all
other island subscribers received theirs.
The copies were delivered the following
Tuesday, following Labor Day.
Neighbors on South Shore Road

have noticed that occasionally mail on
Saturdays comes very late—or not at all.
The Tide inquired at the Anacortes
Post Office about the delay. Supervisor
Lois Maynard said that there are several extra mail carriers for the Saturday
route. On September 3, the carrier apparently ran out of time—perhaps because he was unfamiliar with the route,
she suggested—and apparently needed
to catch the 6:45 p.m. ferry, so couldn’t
deliver the rest of the mail. Upon discovery of this circumstance, Maynard
assured the Tide that she would look
into the situation and that she did not
endorse the nondelivery of mail.
On a different subject, she explained
that Amazon’s Sunday delivery that is in
effect for the Anacortes area will not be
available on Guemes. Mail carriers did
deliver Amazon packages here for several
Sundays, but there were only three or
so packages to deliver each Sunday and
staff determined it was not efficient to
spend the time and ferry fees to deliver
such a small number of packages.

A Reminder About
the Ferry Fueling
Schedule
By Edith Walden
Skagit County Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe reminds
islanders that the M/V Guemes takes on
fuel every other Tuesday, which means
there is no second run following the
11:15 a.m. sailing on those days. Fueling is scheduled for October 4 and 18.
To see the 2016 fueling schedule, go to
tinyurl.com/GIfuel.
At times, maintenance occurs between 11:45 a.m. and 12:45 p.m.,
which also eliminates a second 11:15
run.
When possible, Rowe sends email
to those on her notification list advising that there will be no 11:15 double
run because of scheduled maintenance.
However, she pointed out that early notification is not possible for unexpected
and unscheduled maintenance.
To be added to the notification list,
contact Rowe at rrowe@co.skagit.wa.us.
Rowe notes that the crew does its
best to schedule maintenance when it
will have the least impact on riders.

Stranded in Their Car:
Rumor Control
By Edith Walden
As for the rumor that some
people were left stranded this year
over Labor Day weekend because of
overloads after the last ferry run from
Guemes and had to sleep in their car:
not true. The 8 p.m. ferry on September 5 had 12 vehicles returning to
Anacortes. All other runs from September 2 through 6 from 8 p.m. and
later had runs with 9 or fewer vehicles.
Skagit County Ferry Operations
Division Manager Rachel Rowe assures
islanders that the crew “always offers
the $120 option to cars left behind
after the last trip” for an extra run if the
cars are there before the vessel pulls
away from the dock. Although not
advertised, the crew usually makes
extra runs on major holiday weekends
because of the increased traffic.
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Lavish—but Damaged—Clark Point Property for Sale

The Clark Point property, with its 800 feet of sandy beach, tennis court, outbuildings, and
various other features, is listed at $4 million.

was reduced at each listing, ending at
$3.95 million before being sold to the
Haena Family LP. The Skagit County
assessor lists the current value of the
property at $600,900.
LaBelle informed the Tide that the
current owners settled their fire claim
with their insurance company in August
of this year. After considering rebuilding, they determined to sell the property
and remain on the East Coast. LaBelle
reports that “the seller wishes to sell to
a buyer who will love the property, re-

Carol Steffy’s Creations on Display

edith walden

By Edith Walden
Windermere Real Estate has listed the 20-acre property at 4142 Clark
Point Road for sale for $4 million.
The property features 800 feet of
west-facing sandy beach, a gated entrance, graded roads, two ponds, barn,
tennis court, cabana, garage, and outdoor pool, spa, and fireplace. What remains of the former 10,716-square-foot
two-story residence needs to be reconstructed.
Many islanders will remember the
largest structure fire in Guemes’s history
on May 20, 2012 (see articles on page
1 of the June 2012 Tide and page 14 of
the September 2012 Tide). A chimney
fire spread through the wood residence,
and during 16 hours, 100 emergency responders from 11 fire districts in Skagit
and Island Counties and 23 emergency
vehicles were transported by ferry to
fight the blaze. About 120 gallons of
foam and at least 261,000 gallons of
water were required to extinguish the
fire. Fortunately, the family, guests,
and pets all escaped unharmed.
Current owners Haena Family LP
purchased the property on March 28,
2012, for $3.8 million. The estate was
originally built from 1999 to 2002
for $12 million, according to Windermere listing agent Darcy LaBelle. It had
been listed multiple times from 2005 to
2012, starting at $7.5 million. The price

build, and enjoy the property and the
charming community of Guemes Island
for years to come.”
The seemingly steep price has raised
some eyebrows. LaBelle points out that
the $1 million-plus foundation with
bluestone terraces and artisan stonework
are intact, as are the utilities, septic system, 1,500-gallon water tank, generator, outbuildings, and other infrastructure amenities. The property has been
well maintained by Adam Mimnaugh,
she reports. If the residence was rebuilt
with a contemporary design, LaBelle estimates the construction cost could be
as low as $3 million. Combined with
all the other features, she believes the
“stunning property, with incredible
views and sunsets and 800 feet of glorious sandy beach,” would justify the $7
million price tag.
Visit tinyurl.com/ClarkPoint to
see the listing. Prospective buyers can
contact LaBelle at (206) 915-0916 or
darcy@windermere.com to schedule a
viewing.
LaBelle emphasizes that trespassing
is not allowed at the property. Because
the residence has exposed steel and rebar, it presents dangers. When touring
with an agent, interested parties will be
required to sign liability waivers.

Art by Carol Steffy is currently on display in the foyer of the Guemes Island
Community Church.
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Gathering Lunches
Begin on October 6

Local artists
and craftspeople
can now reserve
space at the annual Holiday Bazaar, which will
be held on Saturday, November
26, from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. The
popular event
provides islanders and guests
an opportunity to do some
very local holiThree generations of the Murphy family shop at Hallie Freeman’s
day shopping at table at last year’s Holiday Bazaar: from left are Rosemary Murphy,
the Community her granddaughter Ellie Remington, and daughters Caitlyn Murphy
Center and the
Remington and Tamsen Murphy Hale.
Church.
Vendors can rent six-foot tables for $25 or card tables for $10.
For an application, contact Janice Veal at 293-3721or Carol Deach at
caroldeach@aol.com. Applications are due by November 18.
The event is sponsored by the Guemes Island Historical Society.

Anacortes High School Honor Roll
Congratulations to the following island students who made the Anacortes High
School honor roll for the second semester of the 2015–2016 school year.
Brynna Bone 4.0
Clara Estenson 3.5–3.9
Katherine Butler 4.0
Sam Stamper 3.5–3.9

•Save the Date•

Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think readers might want to know
about more than a month in advance.
••The Guemes Island Community Center Association will hold its annual meeting
and elections for four positions on Thursday, November 17, at 7 p.m. at the Community Center.
••The Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee will hold its annual meeting
and elections on November 19 at 2:30 p.m. at the Community Center.
••The annual Holiday Bazaar will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday,
November 26 at the Community Center and the Guemes Island Community Church.
(See article above.)
••The 31st Woodchoppers’ Ball will be held on Saturday, November 26, at the
Community Center. Ebb, Slack, and Flood will headline the event.
••The Guemes Island Chamber Music Series winter concert will be held on
Sunday, December 18, at 3:30 p.m. at the Community Center. Nancy and David Bean,
Lloyd Smith, and Karie Prescott will perform.

edith walden

The Gathering will resume its lunch
program on Thursdays, beginning October 6 and continuing through December 8 (excluding Thanksgiving
Day). Hot meals prepared and served
by volunteer island cooks for a suggested donation of $5 are served at the
Guemes Island Community Church
Fellowship Hall from 11:30 a.m. to
12:15 p.m.
The program, sponsored by Guemes
Connects, is designed
to provide a social
gathering for friends
and neighbors to attend during the fall
and winter months,
when the weather
tends to keep people
inside more often.
Meals are also
available for the housebound by special
request. To request a meal, contact Lorraine Francis at 540-0920.
On October 6, the main course will
be pulled pork. On October 13, chicken enchiladas will be served. Stuffed bell
peppers will offered on October 20, and
on October 27, baked ziti will be presented.
Volunteer cooks Kim Bone, Lorraine Francis, Holly and Kevin Green,
Dyvon Havens, Sharon Hughlitt, Toni
Schmokel, and Mike Thamert will be
joined by new cooks Loalynda Bird,
Karen Hancock, and Beverly James.
Gail Messett will also assist with the
cooking, and Toni and Mike assist each
week wherever they are needed.
Edie and Bill Clark faithfully show
up for dishwashing detail, and Bob
Cummings, Sandy Lane, Anne Passarelli, and Susan Rombeek help with table
clearing when available.
Registered nurses Juby Fouts and
Sue Nichol take free blood-pressure
readings from 11:15 a.m. to noon.

Register for the Holiday Bazaar

The Guemes Tide October 2016

Welcome, Riley
Mae Petrich

Welcome, Reuben
Theodore Greenlaw

Reuben Theodore Greenlaw was
born at home at 4 p.m. on August 16 to
Megan and Michael Greenlaw. Reuben
weighed 9 pounds and 11 ounces.
Michael Greenlaw was raised on
Guemes and is the son of islanders Bill
and Gail Greenlaw. Reuben joins brothers Henry, Jacksen, and Samuel.

Gwost-White Wedding
Ivy Gwost and Trevor
White were married on
Guemes Island on September
3 at the Red House property
on Pheasant Run Lane. Ivy is
the daughter of Susan and Michael Gwost of Guemes Island,
and Trevor is the son of Melissa and Scott White of Anacortes.
The wedding was held outdoors on a beautiful day with
friends and family. Joe Wahem
of Anacortes officiated.
The event was preceded by
months of hard work by the Gwost family and Dan Raynor and friends in preparing the site. Flowers and decorations were provided by Mike Thamert. Many islanders helped prepare sumptuous food, and Ebb, Slack, and Flood played music into
the night.
The newlyweds spent the night in Caroline and Rich Anderson’s enchanting
house in La Conner.
Ivy and Trevor recently bought a historic house in Genesee, Idaho, where they
are making their home. Ivy is an ultrasound technician in Lewiston, Idaho, and
Trevor is a freshmen academic counselor at the University of Idaho in Moscow.

It’s Never Too
Late to Learn
Cleo Bouffiou is offering a 12-session course based on the book It’s Never
Too Late to Begin Again: Discovering
Creativity and Meaning at Midlife and
Beyond by Julia Cameron with Emma
Lively. An introduction to the course
will be held on Monday, October 24,
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 4709 South Shore
Drive.
Cameron is the author of the wellknown bestseller The Artist’s Way and
other bestselling works focusing on the
creative process. It’s Never Too Late to
Begin Again focuses on the challenges
of re-creating and redefining a life in
middle age, particularly after becoming
an empty nester, retiring, or losing a
spouse—times of great transition.
Using the book as a guide, students will discuss chapters in the book
and practice the recommended exercises. The class will meet approximately
every other Monday from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
There is no set fee for the class; offerings are welcome but not required.
For questions or more information,
contact Cleo at 466-1382.

Notice

Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting,
Monday, October 10, at 7 p.m. in the
Fire Hall. Special public meeting to
discuss fireworks will begin at 6 p.m.

Isaac Gladish

Riley Mae Petrich was born to Jon
and Alia Petrich on May 10 at 9:16 a.m.
at the Mount Vernon Birth Center. She
weighed 8.6 pounds.
According to her proud parents, Riley is a very sweet and happy baby, and
she and her big sister Danielle love each
other very much.
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GICCA Needs Nominations by
October 20

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Community Council Association
(GICCA) announced at its council meeting on September 15
that vice president Lynne Myall has resigned from the council
because her travel commitments limit her abilities to participate and attend meetings. Deb Strathman was appointed to
fill her position, and Tom Deach will take over the duties of
vice president until the upcoming election of trustees.
Four board positions expire this year. Julie Pingree has announced her intention not to run for reelection. GICCA encourages islanders and island organizations to submit nominations. The slate of nominees will be finalized at the October
20 meeting, and elections will be held on November 17.

Bylaw amendments need adoption

Also up for discussion at the October 20 meeting will be
GICCA bylaw amendments. Several years in revision, the proposed amendments must be approved by the board and two
thirds of the GICCA members who attend the meeting. All
island residents and property owners 18 years of age and older
are considered members of GICCA.
The main changes in the proposed amendments address
liability and indemnification for board members and clarification of board positions.
The proposed bylaw amendments are available at the
Guemes Island Library and Riff-Raff Coffee; are posted on
the Community Center bulletin board, at the Guemes ferry
landing, and in the Guemes Ferry waiting room in Anacortes;
and can be read online at tinyurl.com/GIbylaws.

nomic and environmental sustainability aligned with
GICCA’s goals, and suggested that their current project
of producing welcome packages for newcomers to the
island was a natural fit. The board voted to accept
Groundfloor Guemes as a formal committee of GICCA.
• The automatic standby generator is installed next to the
southwest corner of the Community Center deck. On September 28, a gas company was scheduled to hook up the gas
line. Electrical work to connect the transfer station will follow.
• Sunday night movies at the Community Center have been
discontinued due to lack of interest.
• Retired banking professional Chuck Hallingstad has been
asked to review GICCA’s financial assets and provide advice
about how to forecast future needs for maintenance, emergency spending, and other projects.
• Edie Clark and Deb Strathman proposed that GICCA
become an authorized charity to receive donations through
the AmazonSmile program, which donates 0.5 percent of every sale to a customer’s designated charities, with no cost to
the customer or the charity. The board voted to participate in
the program. You may now designate GICCA as your charity
when you purchase Amazon items through the AmazonSmile
program. For further information and instructions for using
AmazonSmile, see the blue flyer enclosed in this issue.

Celebrating an Island Elder

Stage progress

Other business

• Edie Clark proposed that Groundfloor Guemes become
an official outreach group under the auspices of GICCA. She
proposed that the informal group’s mission of promoting eco-

edith walden

Treasurer Marietta Harrigan reported that the Schoolhouse
Park Stage fund has $15,250 in it, which includes an $8,000
loan from Michael Brown. An anonymous donor gave $1,000
for a matching challenge grant, and matching donations were
$100 short of making the match. Another anonymous donor
issued an additional matching challenge grant of $500.
At his request, Bill Chagnon is no longer going to be contracted to complete the concrete work for the sidewalks and
ramps for the Stage foundation. Fifty-eight yards of pea gravel
have been filled in to prepare the foundation for the concrete.
Trustee Rob Schroder will oversee the pouring of walkways by
volunteers, with assistance from experienced concrete worker
Michael Grennell.
Tom Deach will work to get estimates for what is needed
to complete the construction and will determine a timeline
for preparing posts and milling lumber. There is currently no
target for a completion date.

Marvin Shoultz (left) celebrates his 90th birthday with
Robert Kager at a birthday party at the Community
Center on August 28. More than 50 people attended
the party, including a granddaughter who flew in from
Georgia for the event as a surprise.

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
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Regularly Scheduled Exercise Classes
Mondays
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Zumba*
9:00 - 10:00 am
Hall
Elke Macartney 770-7831
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Wednesdays
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
9:00 - 10:00 am
Hall
Elke Macartney 770-7831
Zumba*
Kundalini Yoga
2:30 - 4:00 pm
Church
Constance Mayer 299-3358
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Yoga
Fridays
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Island Events by the Day
Oct. 1, Sat.
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Music: Conway West
6:30 PM
Store
Mark Linnemann 293-4548
Oct. 2, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Connie Snell 708-3589
9:30 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Oct. 3, Mon.
Nidra Yoga Meditation
Rosh Hashanah Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles
6:30 - 8:00 pm
4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
GIPAC
6:30 pm
Church
Patty Rose 206-660-7697
Oct. 4, Tues.
Brown Bag Book Club
1:30 pm
Connie Snell's
Connie Snell 708-3589
Oct. 5, Wed.
Women's Fellowship
10:15 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 6, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Pulled Pork
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Oct. 7, Fri.
Meditation
8:30 -10:30 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 360-929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 8, Sat.
GIPOA Board Meeting
9:30 am
Library
Howard Pellett 293-8128
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 9, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Connie Snell 708-3589
Oct. 10, Mon.
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:30 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Columbus Day
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Fire Commissioners Special Meeting
6:00 pm
Fire Hall
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting
7:00 pm
Fire Hall
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Historical Society
7:00 pm
Church
Carol Deach 708-2726
Oct. 11, Tues.
Knitting Night
7:00 pm
Pellett's
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 12, Wed.
Women's Fellowship
10:15 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Yom Kippur
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 13, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Chicken Enchiladas
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 360-929-6996
Oct. 14, Fri.
Meditation
8:30 -10:30 am
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Music: Sky Colony and Lizzie Weber
6:30 pm
Store
Mark Linnemann 293-4548
All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When
Oct. 15, Sat.
Oct. 16, Sun.
Oct. 17, Mon.

Oct. 19, Wed.
Oct. 20, Thu.
Oct. 21, Fri.

Oct. 22, Sat.
Oct. 23, Sun.
Oct. 24, Mon.

Oct. 25, Tues.
Oct. 26, Wed.
Oct. 27, Thu.
Oct. 28, Fri.
Oct. 29, Sat.

Oct. 30, Sun.
Oct. 31, Mon.
Halloween

What
Fire Department Open House
Library open
Church Service
Nidra Yoga Meditation
Library open
A Course in Miracles
Library Book Club
Women's Fellowship
Library open
Gathering Lunch: Stuffed Bell Peppers
GICCA Meeting
Meditation
Library open
Music: Scott Pemberton*
Library open
Church Service
Nidra Yoga Meditation
Library open
Cemetery Commissioners Meeting

Course: It’s Never Too Late to Begin Again
Knitting Night
Women's Fellowship
Library open
Gathering Lunch: Baked Ziti
Meditation
Library open
Library open
Kids Halloween Party
Music: Ebb, Slack, and Flood
Church Service
Nidra Yoga Meditation
Library open

Time
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00 pm
9:30 am
9:30 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
8:00 pm
10:15 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
11:30 am - 12:15 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 -10:30 am
2:00 - 4:00 pm
7:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00 pm
9:30 am
9:30 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:15 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
11:30 am - 12:15 pm
8:30 -10:30 am
2:00 - 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00 pm
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30 am
9:30 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

October 2016

Where
Fire Hall
Library
Church
Church
Library
4709 S Shore Dr
Library
Church
Library
Church
Hall
7133 Glencoe Ln
Library
Store
Library
Church
Church
Library
Fire Hall
4709 S Shore Dr
Pellett's
Church
Library
Church
7133 Glencoe Ln
Library
Library
Hall
Store
Church
Church
Library

Contact
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Connie Snell 708-3589
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Kathleen Phillips 299-0068
Jon Prescott 360-929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mark Linnemann 293-4548
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Connie Snell 708-3589
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Angie Veal 293-0925
Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Jon Prescott 360-929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Sarah Sibley 206-992-3434
Mark Linnemann 293-4548
Connie Snell 708-3589
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Carol Pellett 293-8128

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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An Evening of Drama and History

By Win Anderson
Dramatic reminiscences from the
1980s regaled members and guests of
the Guemes Island Historical Society at
its September meeting—dramatic in the
sense that islanders experienced an unprecedented flurry of amateur theatrical
productions in that decade.
Leading the discussion was longtime
islander Joan Palmer, who presented society archives with several programs for
the plays, including Waiting in Line: A
Ferry Tale, by a group of islanders, and
Dog Island Dreams, by Joan’s late husband, Pat.

discoveries he
turned into a remarkable semifloating cabin he
called his “wanigan” east of the
ferry dock. It had
electricity and a
freshwater well,
and on one occasion was blown
off its moorings
nearly two miles
into Deadman
Left: Joan Palmer demonstrates a prop used in the play Wait- Bay.
ing in Line: A Ferry Tale that was produced in 1982 on Guemes.
Bud’s unique
Above: Joan donated various playbills from former Guemes
habitat got the
productions to the Historical Society.
attention of the
But as often occurs at these informal Seattle Times, resulting in a 1980 photo
feature story saved by Palmer and premeetings, the presentation wandered
sented at the meeting.
into other areas of Guemes history, inAnother subject touched on was the
cluding the night the ferry dock sank,
stranding islanders—including Joan and waning of the Guemes Island School in
the 1950s.
Pat—in Anacortes. (The dock serving
The society’s next regular meeting,
the Almar was unique in that the workon Monday, October 10, at 7 p.m. at
ing end of the bridge was supported by
a float that automatically positioned the the Church, will cover the Guemes
School in the 19th century and, in more
rig to the height of the tide—no cables,
recent times, a tongue-wagging case of
no motors. Also no guarantee the float
bigamy and how it was resolved. The
wouldn’t get waterlogged and sink.)
group will also plan the November 26
Another tide-related recollection
Holiday Bazaar.
involved Alton “Bud” Hansen, legendary beachcomber, whose tide-supplied

Guemes Island Promoted on KING-TV
By Edith Walden
On the Friday before Labor Day,
KING-TV aired a video in Evening
Magazine promoting Guemes Island
as the “secret San Juan Island, lesser known, ferry-line free—a getaway
among getaways” and a great place to
go for “infinite relaxation.” Trouble is,
the video originally aired in 2013, and
featured former store manager Charlotte Clifton, Sasquatch cutout “Uncle
Guemes,” and interior views of Anderson’s General Store when it was still
owned by the Anderson family.
Mark Linnemann was also featured,
talking about Guemes Island as “a very
small town—without the town” and his
Guemes Island Resort, “a summer camp
for whole families.”
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The segment was repeated on September 6. When the Tide asked Evening
Magazine about the outdated material,
KING-TV staff said they had called to
see if the store was still open but didn’t
realize that it had changed hands twice.
Did people rush to Guemes for their
Labor Day getaway? According to ferry ridership numbers, last year 2,571
passengers and 1,216 vehicles came to
Guemes during the four-day weekend.
This year, 2,793 passengers (an increase
of 222) and 1,116 vehicles (a decrease of
100) came to our fair isle during those
four days.
Now, about that “ferry-line free” bit
. . . just ask people who line up in midday at the end of a holiday weekend to
get off the island.

12
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Church Receives Sustainable Guemes Award

photos by edith walden

Left: Carol Harma (right) presents the Sustainable Guemes award to Guemes Island
Community Church moderator Connie Snell at an award ceremony on September 24.
Above: From left, Deb Bear, Joost Businger, Kevin Green, Gary Curtis, Sally Stapp, Holiday
Matchett, and Randy Schnabel each talked briefly about their resource-conserving systems—solar panels, wind towers, and rainwater catchment—at the Sustainable Guemes
award ceremony.

By Edith Walden
Kit and Carol Harma presented
the Sustainable Guemes award to the
Guemes Island Community Church on
September 24 during an award ceremony. A reception, open house, and tour
with Mark Anderson of Whidbey Sun
&Wind of the solar panel installation
preceded the award presentation.
Inspired by the American Institute of
Architects visits and workshops in 2006
on building sustainable communities,
the Harmas have sponsored the award,
which is given to individuals, families,
or organizations that are demonstrating
environmentally responsible and sustainable ways of living on Guemes. This
year’s award is the 7th to be given in 10
years.
In addition to the solar panel installation, the Church was also recognized
for its many efforts in supporting the
community as a whole. It installed a
commercial kitchen that is used by the
Gathering for its lunch program and for
the Holiday Dinner and other community events; the Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) stores emergency rations and water for the commu-

nity in case of disaster, and the Church
is designated as an emergency galley
and center for emergency medical triage; there is a community orchard watered by a rainwater catchment system;
and the Fellowship Hall has three meeting rooms that are available at no cost to
anyone in the community for meetings.
In accepting the award, Church
moderator Connie Snell talked about
the Church’s philosophy of supporting
and maintaining resilient communities
like Guemes—especially in turbulent
times. She read the following quote by
David Roberts:
“Those are the ingredients of resilience: overlapping social and civic circles, filled with people who, by virtue
of living in close proximity and sharing common spaces, know and take
care of one another. The greatest danger
in times of stress or threat is isolation.
Finding ways of expanding public spaces and nurturing civic involvement is
not just some wooly-headed liberal project—it’s a survival strategy.”

Panel of solar adopters

The ceremony closed with a panel of
islanders who described their own in-

vestments in sustainable systems. Deb
Bear described the huge solar arrays that
she and the Foutses installed at the end
of Nootka Road (see article on page 1 of
the July–August 2010 Tide), which was
the largest residential array in the PSE
system at the time it was built. Their
compound also has a substantial rainwater catchment system.
Joost Businger described the solar
system he and Marianne Kooiman first
installed for their off-the-grid home in
Square Harbor in 1992. Kevin Green
shared his sometimes frustrating experience with installing and maintaining a
wind tower, and described the batteryoperated solar system he and wife Holly
maintain at their Pheasant Run home.
Gary Curtis chose low-visibility solar
panels for his roof and also maintains a
large rainwater catchment system for his
garden and koi pond. Sally Stapp and
Richard Brigham have a newer solarpanel installation and a rainwater catchment system for Sally’s well-known,
beautiful garden, and participate in
PSE’s net-metering system, which pays
for excess electricity that is generated
by their panels. Holiday Matchett, who
installed her 31-panel photovoltaic,
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net-metering system in April, noted
that in just five months she has already
produced enough electricity to charge
1,070,780 smartphones or 1,315 washer
and dryer loads of clothes; offset the use
of 511 gallons of gas; and prevent three
tons of carbon dioxide emissions. Randy
Schnabel described his research to find
the simplest and lowest-maintenance
solar system that led to his opting for a
net-metering system with PSE.
The inspirational discussion ended
with time for attendees to ask questions
of participants and look at the batterypowered chainsaws, blowers, weed trimmers, and hedgers that efficiently run on
40-volt lithium-ion batteries, or try out
electric bicycles that Juby Fouts, Ron
Knowles, and Joan Palmer brought to
demonstrate. Bob and Omi Cummings
brought their electric car so folks could
look under the hood. The afternoon
demonstrated many ideas islanders are
adopting to cut energy and water consumption.

Store to Remain Open
Through December
By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island General Store
will remain open through December,
store manager Brian Shasserre recently
told the Tide. An earlier plan scheduled
the store to be closed from October until spring while major renovations were
completed.
Shasserre indicated the store might
be closed for a while in January or February, but until then, it will be open for
business Wednesdays through Sundays.
There is a possibility that Tuesdays will
be added to the business week. As the
season progresses, closing hours may
also be adjusted now that the summer
people have left and the snowbirds begin to take flight.
Gas is still available on a cash basis
only. The management team has been
trying for four months to find a creditcard contractor that will provide service
through their system, to no avail so far.
See the Calendar (pages 9 and 10)
for the weekly October music nights at
the store.

ALASKA DO-OVER

(continued from page 1)
container, lighthouse, or fishing lodge
for shelter. Every so often, he navigated to a town or resort where he could
splurge on a hotel, a restaurant meal, a
hot shower, and laundry facilities.
On July 8, he met up with fellow
islanders Marlene and Greg Kleven in
Echo Bay on Gilford Island, BC. The
Klevens were cruising in their 32-foot
Nordic tug Tradition, and after plying
John with Marlene’s delicious paella, invited him to spend the night aboard.
He describes the people he met, the
wildlife, and the scenery as “spectacular.” He enjoyed the slower pace of
this expedition and the luxury of being
more of a tourist without the pressure to
make miles. People pummeled him with
questions about his adventure all along

Don’t Forget to Vote
By Nick Allison
Democracies work only if citizens
participate, so don’t forget to submit
your filled-out ballot before 8 p.m. on
November 8.
In addition to electing a US president, we’ll be voting on a number of
state initiatives, statewide offices, our
US senator and congressional representative, a number of judges, county
commissioners, and more.
Ballots will be mailed out on October 19. You can mail yours in or drop
it into one of the county’s drop boxes,
which will be open for 20 days prior to
Election Day (our closest one is behind
the Anacortes Public Library near the
book drop).
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the way, assessing him within a range of
brave to crazy.
John describes his trip as “a lot of
type-B fun”—the kind that seems more
fun after it is over.
The 38-day, 924-mile journey ended at the shores of the Guemes Island
Resort, where he was welcomed with
fireworks offshore by Mike and Daniel
Gwost and a friend on the Gwost boat,
the Eliza—an act that John warmly describes as “very Gwostonian.” He returned the tribute with his resounding
air horn, as Deb waited on the beach to
happily greet her intrepid traveler.
Will he do it again next year? He’d
like to explore more but maybe for not
so long, and with not so much hardship.
A two-week trip is sounding about right
to him these days.
Safe waters, John.

Hunting for Deer
October is a busy month for deer
hunting, with both muzzleloader (October 1–9) and modern firearm (October
15–31) seasons. Hunters are allowed to
take any deer in the general season and a
second, antlerless deer by special permit
during the same periods. There is no archery season in October.
Hunting is not allowed on private
property without owner permission and
need not be posted. Trespassing should
be reported to the sheriff’s office via
911. For more information, visit
wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/regulations.
Report other violations—such as
hunting from the road, in darkness, or
while on alcohol or drugs—to the State
Patrol at 757-1175.

14
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Fall Festival Draws a Crowd

Vicki Hallingstad

A beautiful day on September 3 brought out crowds to the annual Fall Festival at the Community Center. Sixteen vendors sold jewelry, cards, hand-fashioned
wooden bowls, books, pottery, antique furniture and furniture made from driftwood, scarves, fruits and vegetables, and other crafts. Islanders were generous in
donating homemade baked goods for sale, which were plentiful.
The Guemes Island Community Center Association sold 98 of their famous
Guemes hot dogs, raising just one hot dog shy of $400 to support the Community
Center.
The Guemes Island Library raised $1,168 from their booth, and proceeds from
table rentals, the bake sale, and donations raised $1,421 for the Betty Crookes
Guemes Gold Scholarship Fund.
Vendors report the crowds were in a buying mood; some reported sales better
than they had ever seen in previous years. To quote a cliché, it seems that “a good
time was had by all.”
Bill Clark

Above and below: Islanders were tempted with a wide variety of baked goods at the Fall Festival on September 3. Left:
Lorraine Francis shops for cards made by Donna Turner.

Bill Clark

Work with an
award-winning REALTOR®
Recipient of the Award of Excellence*
for the last five years in a row
* North Puget Sound Association of REALTORS®

KAREN EVERETT
(360) 202
202-7373
GuemesIslandExpert.com

bikespot
bicycle repair

sales & service
parts & accessories
210 Commercial Ave.
360-588-1676
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Veterans Memorial Plaza Memorial Dedication on October 5
Island Medal of Honor Recipient to Be Honored

Courtesy Dick Iversen

tain Gerald O.
By Edith Walden
Young, late husFor over a
band of Yadi
year, retired US
Young and father
Air Force coloto Melody Young,
nel and islander
both islanders.
Dick Iversen has
Young’s Park next
been one of five
to the Guemes
members of the
Island Resort is
Veterans Memonamed after him.
rial Committee, a
Young was awardgroup whose mised the nation’s
sion was to design
highest award for
a tribute to vetermilitary valor for
ans as part of Rice
his service as a heField, the newly
licopter rescue
constructed athcrew commandletic field and stadium at Anacortes The new Veterans Memorial Plaza at Anacortes High School will be dedicated in a ceremo- er who attempted
ny on October 5.
a desperate night
High School. A
rescue in Vietnam.
dedication ceremony will be held on Wednesday, October
Air Station, and music by the Anacortes Young retired from service as a lieutenant colonel.
5, at 4:30 p.m. at the Veterans MemoHigh School Choir.
Yadi and Melody will be present and
rial Plaza at 1600 20th Street in AnaAs part of the ceremony to honor
cortes. The public is invited to attend.
the veterans in our community for their acknowledged at the ceremony.
The program includes remarks by
dedication and service, Iversen will recAnacortes School District Superintenognize two Congressional Medal of
Fire Department to
dent Dr. Mark Wenzel and Anacortes
Honor recipients from the Anacortes
Mayor Laurie Gere, a flyover by an F-18 community and their families.
Hold Open House
growler squadron from Whidbey Naval
One of them is US Air Force Cap-

October 15

GIPAC Annual Meeting Set for November 19
The Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee (GIPAC) will hold its annual
meeting on Saturday, November 19, at 2:30 p.m. at the Community Center. Elections
will be held for two positions whose terms have expired.
Following the election, there will be a presentation about shoreline restoration
and its importance for controlling erosion and preventing landslides. The public is
welcome and encouraged to attend.
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By Edith Walden
In honor of the national Fire
Prevention Week, the Guemes Island
Fire Department will hold an open
house at the Fire Hall on Saturday,
October 15, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Families are encouraged to bring
children. Sparky the fire dog will be
in attendance, and goody bags will be
presented to all children, who can tour
and explore all the emergency vehicles
and can spray water with fire hoses.
Educational material about fire
safety for your home and property will
be available for adults, along with tours
of vehicles and facilities. Refreshments
will also be served.
Come check out the newly outfitted
brush truck, meet your volunteer
firefighters, and give them your thanks
for all they do to protect the health
and safety of people and property on
Guemes.
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North Beach Heron Passes On
edith walden

By Edith Walden
cortes, who would save
In December 1997,
scraps for her. The heron
North Beach resident
became a treasured guest,
Phil McCracken discovinspiring some of Phil’s
ered a young heron scavinternationally renowned
enging for goldfish in the
art, and touching Anne’s
tiny pond in his front
spirit with gentle gifts of
yard. Assessing that the
feathers.
bird was starving, Phil laid
As the years went by,
out some herring, which
heron sightings on the
was ravenously consumed.
North Beach tideflats,
And thus began a magical
which used to be rare, befriendship with a resident
came ever more common.
guest at the McCracken
At an early-morning low
home.
tide on July 14 this year,
For 19 years, Anne
26 heron were observed
McCracken and husband Likely offspring of the McCracken heron wade during a summer low tide
right outside the waterPhil have been feeding fish off North Beach.
front window of the Mcto the heron almost daily.
Cracken home—offspring
The heron roosted in a tree in their side
portion of scrap fish or occasionally liver of “their” heron, Anne and Phil are reayard, and made its presence known in
sonably certain.
was delivered.
the early mornings pacing back and
The average lifespan of a heron is 15
Neighbors and friends donated
forth and sometimes looking in their
years. Sadly, the last sighting of their bescrap fish from fishing ventures or that
bedroom window, or conducting flyloved guest was in April. As time passes
might have sat in the freezer too long,
bys past the dining-room window while and Anne made friends with staff at the on, brave hopes have turned to mournAnne was preparing breakfast until its
meat department at the Market in Ana- ing with the realization that “Big Bird”
has also passed on—its spirit now just a
feather in the wind.
For more information about the McThree-Wheelin’ It
Cracken heron, see page 16 of the September 2010 Tide.

Island
Birthdays

Lynn Prewitt

Norm Prewitt, 81, rides his new Catrike recumbent tricycle on Guemes. An avid
rider who has biked all over Washington, he took his doctor’s advice after a fall
off his two-wheeled bike, and loves his “new toy.” The pig on his helmet came
from a challenge to find something on the side of the road to wear on your helmet during a Cascade Bicycle Club six-day Ride Around Washington “Oysters to
Onions” ride from Raymond to Walla Walla along the Columbia River.

Bud Strom turns 94 on October 3.
Mardi Fox turns 90 on October 5.
Ian McCracken turns 10 on October 6.
Liam Mast turns 11 on October 15.
Brenna Palmer-Perry turns 16 on
October 16.
Iona Moss-McLean turns 8 on
October 20.
Audrey LaCross turns 93 on
October 28.
Madison Grassi turns 14 on
October 30.
(Editors’ note: This section lists birthdays of youngsters with island connections turning 16 or younger, and elders
turning 90 or older. To get a family
member added, contact us at 299-9999
or editorial@guemestide.org.)
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Halloween Party for Island Kids of All Ages on October 29
The annual Halloween party for island youngsters will be held at 4 p.m. on Saturday, October 29, at the Community Center. New this year is a request for children and adults to bring their pets dressed in costumes.
There will be games for kids of all ages, trick-or-treat candy, prizes for the best
pet and human costumes, and spooky music for dancing. Parents and grandparents
are encouraged to attend with their little ones.
To volunteer or to donate candy, contact Sarah
Sibley at (206) 992-3434 or sibleysarah@mac.com.

photos by edith walden

Past Halloween parties have featured
scary and imaginative costumes.

Sea Stars May Be Recovering

By Kit Harma
Local citizen scientists looking for
the presence of Sea Star Wasting Syndrome (SWS) finished this year’s monitoring season on the weekend of July
30, when the last daytime very low tides
of this year occurred. Sea Star Wasting
Syndrome was discovered in marine waters from Alaska to San Diego in 2013
and 2014. Divers and beachgoers were
shocked to see many species of stars lose
their grip on the rocks as their arms detached from their bodies; within days
the entire animal reduced to a gooey
blob. Scientists asked interested laypersons to watch for and document the
presence of SWS along the entire US
West Coast.
In 2014, sea stars on Guemes Island
fell ill just like their kin in nearby waters. The impact of the disease was well
advanced by the end of the summer
when the first efforts to count the survivors commenced. In 2015, a couple of
sites were watched throughout the summer. A more thorough survey of four
sites on Guemes and all of Jack Island
was completed at the end of July 2015.
This year, the four sites on Guemes
Island and all of Jack Island were sur-

veyed by seven volunteers. The total
count was 312 sea stars, which is down
from 451 at the same time last year. The
overall drop in numbers is accounted for
by the absence of the very large number of small sea stars that were seen on
Jack Island last year. Clark Point, Square
Harbor, and Cook’s Cove produced
nearly identical counts as last year, but
Long Bay went from 46 to 88.
All sites except Clark Point had a few
animals exhibiting signs of SWS, such
as lesions or twisted arms. The Long Bay
area has been checked every two weeks
since April of this year with one or two
dying animals found each time. These
findings are consistent with reports
from other observers. This incidence of
disease is dramatically lower than the
massive die-off seen all along the West
Coast in 2014. Divers off Camano Island found three times as many sea stars
the first week of August as they did this
previous May. The only observation of
anything similar to 2014 is a recent report from Whidbey Island.
Allen Moe, Sally Stapp, and Ann
Menderhausen made the trip out to Jack
Island. Carol Steffy, Gary Curtis, and

Kit Harma covered Cook’s Cove, Clark
Point, and Square Harbor, respectively,
and Bruce Horner and Kit Harma inspected the intertidal zone near Long
Bay. These observations were shared
with University of California, Santa Cruz scientists and other volunteer
monitors in the Puget Sound region.
Scientists are hoping for continuing observations from a wide variety of areas
to track the progress of SWS while they
search for explanations of the cause of
the disease.
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Looking Back

courtesy stephen orsini

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society
entrepreneur Tony Maggi,
a resident of South Shore
Road.
The late-1950s heroic rescue of nonswimming ferry
captain Sandy Bernsen by
Loren Orsini is related in the
“Beachcombing” column.
The Guemes I was berthed at
the foot of Q Avenue. Bernsen fell from the cabin top
just as Orsini happened to
pull up on his bicycle. Hearing the splash and seeing no
one surfacing, Orsini dove
in fully clothed to make the
rescue.
—Guemes Tide,
October 2011

Ten Years Ago
Loren Orsini was about 19 when he rescued ferry capThe battle over the countain Sandy Bernsen from Guemes Channel. Sadly, Loren ty’s implementation of later
died in a plane crash in Alaska in 1975.
weekday ferry runs continues
as the Friends of Guemes opEdited by Win Anderson
position sends the case back to Superior Court regarding possible violation of
Five Years Ago
State Environmental Policy Act proviThe history of one of Guemes Issions.
land’s most enduring businesses, Ron
Florence Blackinton’s adventure
and Julie Flint’s Mitercraft, is featured
in a piece by Edith Walden on the occa- rowing to Cook’s Cove with her native
grandmother Mary Johns Blackinton to
sion of the firm’s 20th year (17 of those
harvest healing tonic bark is reprinted
on Guemes).
by permission of the Blackinton family.
A feature by Karen Everett reveals
A photo feature covers collecting
the cooking skills of world-traveling

rainwater to protect the aquifer on
North Beach.
The quirky, “compelling sculpture”
of Sue Roberts is related in a feature by
Betty Crookes.
—Evening Star, October 2006
Twenty Years Ago
The Star receives high praise from
island visitor and columnist for the Logan (Utah) Herald Journal, citing “human interest, news you can use, social
perspective and day-to-day drama . . .”
The Schoolhouse Park Murray Read
Memorial Pavilion fund tops its target
of $3,000 with a $1,000 profit from the
“Day in the Park” event.
—Evening Star, October 1996
Fifty Years Ago
“A hearing to rezone a 720-acre portion of Guemes Island from residential
to industrial has been scheduled for October 24th. If passed, applicants plan
to construct a $100 million aluminum
plant by next year.”
In an earlier public hearing, John
Ehrlichman, attorney for the opponents,
argued that Guemes Channel was “the
obvious line of demarcation between industrial development to the south and
recreational-residential use of Guemes
and other San Juan Islands.”
—Anacortes American,
October 13, 1966

