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Brand New (to Us) Wildland
Fire Truck Is in Service

photos by edith walden

Granted for Free From Department of Natural Resources

Above: Guemes Island Fire Chief Gerry Francis (left) and Fire Commissioner “Chip” Bogosian admire the fire department’s newly refurbished wildland fire rig. Below left: A closeup of one of the chrome “Rockstar” wheels Bogosian donated.

By Edith Walden
After being on a waiting list for about four years, the Guemes Island Fire Department (GIFD) received a surplus truck last year from the Department of Natural Resources. The 2009 Ford F350, with only 23,000 miles on it, was free.
GIFD firefighter Tom Fouts flew to Florida to inspect the truck and drive it
back to Guemes. Following some immediately needed repairs, the truck arrived on
Guemes, where it has been being outfitted to qualify as a Type 6 wildland fire engine. Such an engine is designed to fight outdoor and wildland fires that are often
in rough terrain. A Type 6 engine must carry 150 gallons of water (the GIFD truck carries 200 gallons),
pump a minimum of 50 gallons per minute at a pressure of 100 pounds per square inch, and carry 300
feet of hose. The truck must be capable of pumping
water while driving.
The pump, tank, and radio from the 1991 F350
that has been serving GIFD as a brush rig has been
transferred to the newer truck. The brush rig will be
retired from service.
(continued on page 4)

Skagit County Not
Eligible for CleanEnergy Grant
Feasibility Study Delayed
By Edith Walden
Any hope that funding for a proposed electric ferry might come from a
Washington Clean Energy Fund 2 grant
was quashed on February 16, when
Skagit County Public Works was notified that the county was ineligible to apply for such a grant. The county did not
meet two eligibility requirements: to be
a nongovernmental organization, and to
show an in-state presence through primary research and development operations for the proposed project.
There were two other drawbacks to
submitting a proposal, Ferry Operations
Division Manager Rachel Rowe told the
Tide:
• The application would require the
listing of the county’s past experience
with research partners, including the
résumés of the county’s primary researchers. Skagit County does not conduct research projects.
• A second question on the application required the listing and qualifications of partner agencies that would
provide the research, development, and
demonstration background for the project. Because Skagit County must adhere
to strict procurement policies and bidding laws, the county cannot preselect a
naval architect, a power-systems supplier
or battery manufacturer, and a shipyard
for building the ferry and identify the
team prior to funding. That expertise
must be obtained through a request
(continued on page 4)

2

The Guemes Tide March 2016

Letters
Yeoman’s service

Guemes Tide heroes:
You have done yeoman’s service for
this island that we all love. You have celebrated our achievements, moaned with
us over our losses, supported efforts to
raise funds for important, if not essential, activities, and amused us with the
various personality quirks and strong
qualities of our people.
Those of us who do not live on the
island year round have been kept close
to the heart and efforts of our neighbors
when we are away.
The articles and layout are more than
just acceptable. There is a beautifully
professional quality to the writing and
format. For all of this we thank you.
It has been fun for me to try to find
errors—almost impossible. It has been
delightful to get a look back over the

past and to anticipate the future—electric ferry? Again, thank you.
I should name every one of you, but
I will leave it to the rest of the islanders
to hug or extend the warm hand of appreciation to you when they see you in
the ferry line or at Soup Suppers or musical events. You have covered them all.
Les and I send our best wishes to each
of you for some rest and the opportunity to bask in the knowledge of a job
well done.
Special kudos go to Edith, whose
writing is as good as her quince marmalade.
Sincerely,
—Nancy (and Les) Larsen
Editors’ note: In last month’s issue
(page 2), we announced that the Guemes
Tide will cease publication with the December 2016 issue.

A Reminder: Tide Subscriptions Prorated
By Edith Walden
We want to remind readers that all Tide subscriptions will be prorated for the
remainder of the year—our final year of publication.
You’ll receive a renewal form in the mail.
Please note the correct rate when you renew or subscribe this year. If your
renewal or new subscription begins in April, the rate is $16; beginning in May, it’s $14;
June, $12; July, $10; September, $8; October, $6; November, $4; and December, $2.
To know when your subscription ends, look at the label on the back page.
The number above your name indicates the expiration date: “2016.03” means your
subscription ends after you receive the March issue this year. There will be a red
“Last Issue” stamp on the back page when you receive the last issue of your current
subscription.
In order to avoid numerous small refunds, we will assume overpayments are
donations unless notified otherwise.
Thank you for your understanding and years of support.

Corrections
On page 1 of the February Tide, we incorrectly stated that Agnes Ashback’s 95th
birthday party was held December 29, the day before her birthday. Partygoers fittingly celebrated her milestone on her birthday, December 30.
Not even Republican precinct committee officer Allen Bush Jr. was informed as the February Tide went to
press that the Republican caucus would
be held off-island at Island View Elementary School on February 20 instead
of at the Guemes Island Community
Center (see article on page 8). We apologize for any inconvenience this may have
caused.
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House Bill for Ferry-District Voting Stalls

Ferry Committee meetings
Morris explained that the impetus for the bill came from
meetings he and Lytton separately had with the Guemes Island Ferry Committee. Due to conflicting wording in several
statutes, the two wanted to have clear direction that voters in
a proposed district that would not be countywide must approve such a district by a majority vote at a county general
election.
The possibility of such a district was discussed at a Public
Ferry Forum on Guemes on August 5. A ferry district would
tax property owners up to $.75 per $1,000 of assessed value.
For more about the proposed ferry district, see page 4 of the
September 2015 Tide.
Skagit County Commissioner Ron Wesen recently told the
Tide that he has “no intent of initiating a request for a ferry
district.” Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe
also told the Tide that Public Works has no plans to request a
ferry district.

Future funding

As the county explained at the August 5 meeting, the idea
of creating a ferry district was to increase the potential for
finding funding to replace the aging M/V Guemes.
Morris, who grew up on Guemes, is committed to finding state funding to assist with replacement expenses. He has
(continued on page 4)

Ferry Breakwater Project Completed

edith walden

By Edith Walden
On January 21, a public hearing was held by the Washington House Transportation Committee for House Bill 2344,
sponsored by 40th District representatives Jeff Morris and
Christine Lytton.
The bill would ensure that voters in a ferry district proposed for only a portion of a county would have a referendum
option to bring the proposal to a vote by the registered voters
who would reside within the proposed district.
It would also allow such districts to be created for vehicle
ferries, not just passenger ferries, and would require a vesselreplacement surcharge for all passengers who do not reside
within the district.
The bill passed out of committee on February 3 and was
sent to the House Rules Committee for review. There it failed
to move on to the House floor by the February 15 deadline
for this year’s short legislative session. Representative Morris
told the Tide that he preferred to wait until next year’s session
to try to move it on for a full House vote.

Culbertson Marine Construction used two barges, the Barnevelder
(in front) and the YPD (with crane), to remove creosote timbers
from the Anacortes-side ferry landing.

By Edith Walden
The Guemes ferry Breakwater Section Replacement project began on February 3 and was completed on February 16
at a total cost of $368,900—under budget. Culberston Marine Construction worked for seven days to remove approximately 130 feet of creosote timber hanging piles and wales
at the Anacortes-side ferry terminal. The piles were replaced
with UHMW (ultra-high molecular weight) plastic hanging
piles; the wales were replaced with horizontal steel wales.
All creosote pilings and timbers have now been eliminated
from both ferry landings.
The project was funded with allocations from the Federal
Highway Administration’s Ferry Boat Program and a 20 percent match from Skagit County.
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NEW FIRE TRUCK

(continued from page 1)
Cabinets, LED lighting, tires,
wheels, a siren, a 12,000-pound winch,
and a custom flatbed were purchased
and installed on the new truck, and
the GIFD logo and other identifying
markers were painted on the truck. The
wheels of the truck had extensve corrosion, and even after sandblasting the
corrosion was still showing. Fire Com-

missioner “Chip” Bogosian donated
$1,700 to purchase the snazzy new
chrome “Rockstar” wheels. (Imagine
how sharp the engine is going to look
in the 4th of July parade.)
Fouts, Fire Chief Gerry Francis, and
GIFD firefighter and mechanic Larry
Pyke have devoted hours and hours of
work on the truck, especially when getting the plumbing hooked up. Jacob
Day donated a special pipe fitting for

the pump, and Tom Hancock donated
time and talents to construct a custom
wooden radio console for the cab.
The truck has a smooth ride and
can carry five firefighters (compared to
three in the brush rig). Best of all, the
total expenses amount to approximately $31,500 for the fully outfitted Type
6 truck. Fouts estimates the value of a
new, outfitted truck to be approximately $125,000.

photos by edith walden

Above left: Fire Chief Gerry Francis surveys the medical and safety equipment in the
new cabinets on the wildland fire truck. Above right: Tom Fouts stands beside the
Department of Natural Resources truck last year before it was refurbished.

CLEAN-ENERGY GRANT

(continued from page 1)
for proposals or a call for bids, and one
must follow another. A power supplier
or shipyard could not be selected until
after the project was designed.
In a memorandum to the county
commissioners, Rowe has identified 10
other potential funding sources.
The Guemes Island Ferry Committee will meet with key players in Public
Works on March 25 to discuss future
planning.

Propulsion study stalled

Naval architects Art Anderson Associates were set to conduct a propulsion
study in January during the king tides,
when the currents in Guemes Channel
are strongest. This study would determine the amount of power needed for a
replacement vessel—necessary data for
calculating battery, fuel, and/or engine

requirements.
The plan to measure the direct power output of the engines by using shaftstrain measurements proved impractical because of the length of the output
shafts.
Cummins, the manufacturer of the
current engines, is designing a logging
device that will measure a calculated
torque and horsepower output through
the engine control module.
Once the device is ready, Rowe is
considering waiting until the next minus tides, and running the test for several weeks in order to track the propulsion
needs based on multiple captains, who
use different techniques for operating
and docking the ferry.
Whether an all-electric ferry or an
electric-diesel hybrid or some other alternative is eventually selected to replace
the M/V Guemes, having an accurate
power benchmark is vital.

FERRY-DISTRICT BILL

(continued from page 3)
a supplemental budget request this year
for $250,000 to fund the “upland engineering” that would be required for
an all-electric ferry or an electric-diesel
hybrid. That type of engineering would
determine the needs for an upgraded
transformer and a microgrid that could
handle the additional power required to
charge batteries.
He is also working with Congressman Rick Larsen to find federal funds
for transportation projects.
Morris is a well-placed ally. He is a
senior member of the House Transportation Committee and the chair of the
House Technology, Energy, & Economic Development Committee. When not
serving in legislative session, he works
as an energy-development consultant in
his business, Energy Horizon Corporation. He also serves on the US Department of Energy Electric Advisory Committee, and he has recently been named
one of the 13 most tech-savvy legislators
in the United States.
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Vandals Tear Up Turf at Schoolhouse Park

susan fox

Coast Guard Rescue
Off South Shore
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A Coast Guard helicopter lowers a stretcher
to aid a stricken boater.

edith walden

By Edith Walden
At midday on January 30, the persistent sound of a low-flying helicopter
alerted a handful of South Shore Road
residents and several observers driving
by to a dramatic US Coast Guard rescue
about 100 feet off the south shores of
Guemes in Guemes Channel.
From the high bank along South
Shore Road, they observed a rescuer being lowered from the helicopter into the
water near a 24-foot fishing vessel. Eyewitnesses describe the rescuer climbing
onto the boat. After a prolonged period,
they saw a stretcher lowered onto the
deck from the MH-65 Dolphin helicopter, and a man lifted up to the chopper,
followed by the rescuer.
The man, who was reportedly experiencing complications from Parkinson’s
disease, was flown to the Whidbey Island Naval Air Station and then transferred by ambulance to Whidbey General Hospital, according to a report in
the Coast Guard News. The report states
that the lone boater called for assistance
at around noon, using a VHF radio and
his cell phone. A Coast Guard helicopter crew was training nearby and responded to the scene at 12:13 p.m.
The abandoned vessel was towed
away in late afternoon by a 45-foot
Coast Guard response boat and moored
at Anchor Cove Marina.
The Coast Guard advises boaters “to
keep a variety of communications devices on board and to download the free
Coast Guard Boating Safety App, which
includes a list of boating safety equipment and features an emergency assistance button to call for help.”

Skagit County Sheriff Deputy Craig Mullen examines deep ruts left in the Schoolhouse
Park ball field while Lorrie Steele looks on.

By Edith Walden
On Sunday, February 7, the Skagit
County Sheriff’s Department received a
complaint that someone had driven in
repeated circles across the ballfield on
the east side of Schoolhouse Park. The
vehicle left deep ruts in the very wet
grass and sod on the field. The reporting
party said the ruts had appeared after
Saturday afternoon. On Monday, another report was called in, and Patrol Deputy Craig Mullen arrived at the Park to
examine the scene at about 10:30 a.m.
After walking the field and surroundings, Mullen determined that the
vehicle had likely entered the Park from
the road that leads to the Stage site. Tire
marks were observed crossing and returning over the concrete slab for the
Stage. All other areas around the Park
are blocked off from vehicle access.
As the Tide went to press, no suspects had been apprehended.
Skagit County Parks and Recreation

Notice

Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting,
Monday, March 14, 2016,
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.
Public welcome.

Director Brian Adams estimates that filling the ruts with soil and planting grass
will cost approximately $600, and can
be completed when the weather conditions are suitable.
If you have information regarding
this incident, please contact Deputy
Mullen at 466-3134 and refer to case
number 16-01719.
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The Gathering
Serves Lunch

Lunches served on Thursdays at the
Church are a popular event with islanders and guests. The Gathering, sponsored
by Guemes Connects, served 62 meals on
February 11, nearing their all-time record
of 65.
Volunteers cook the meal for diners
who each pay a $5.00 suggested donation.
The meal is served from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m.
On March 3, baked ziti (tubular pasta)
will be served. On March 10, hot smoked
turkey sandwich will be the main course,
followed by shepherd’s pie on March 17.
March 24 will feature chicken cacciatore,
and the month closes with Mexican lasagna on March 31.
Contact Lorraine Francis at 540-0920
for more information or to arrange meals
for the housebound.

courtesy arlo rumpff

Welcome, Tika
Snow Rumpff

Tika Snow Rumpff was born on November 4, 2015, to islanders Anya Mayo
and Arlo Rumpff at the Mount Vernon
Birth Center. She weighed 7 pounds and
10 ounces. She joins sister Nalu. Arlo is a
printmaker at Slow Loris Studio, an island
business. Tika was 12 weeks old when the
photo was taken.

Community Soup Supper Meets Semimonthly
The Community Soup Supper programs will continue on the first and third
Tuesdays of March. Come to the Guemes Island Community Church at 6 p.m.
for a simple supper of homemade soup, provided by volunteers, and stay for
the program that begins at 7 p.m. Or just come to the program. The meal and
program are each free.
On March 1, islander John Strathman will
talk about his 21-day adventure last June, kayaking in the Race to Alaska (R2AK). Leaving
from Port Townsend, Strathman traveled 375
nautical miles to Bella Bella before the time
officially allowed for the R2AK ran out. (See
page 20 of the September 2015 Tide for more
about John’s race.)
On March 15, Steve and Ginger Orsini will
discuss their recent three-week trip to Cuba.
Their small tour group was designed to take visitors to the “Cuba Beyond
the Beaches,” and they explored most of the island, including a World Heritage site, mountains, a national park, the home of the Castro revolution, and
Hemingway’s villa. The Orsinis will share photographs and details of their fascinating adventure.

Happy Birthday, Joost
Joost Businger will turn 92 on March 29. The award-winning
atmospheric scientist has been counting backwards since he
turned 50, so insists this will be his 8th birthday.
Joost first visited Guemes in 1974, when son Ferdi discovered
the island, and he and wife Marianne Kooiman have lived here
for 27 years. He has been active in many environmental projects,
including serving on the Guemes Island Planning and Advisory
Committee, the Environmental Trust, and the Save the Mountain
Campaign Committee.
He played tennis as recently as last year, and is hoping to again
when better weather comes along.
Good luck with the reverse counting, Joost! And keep watching
the clouds.

•Save the Date•
Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think readers might want to know
about more than a month in advance.
••Pianist and part-time islander Nick Allison joins the Eugenie Jones Quartet
for the Jazz at the Library program at 2 p.m. on Sunday, April 10, at the Anacortes
Public Library. The program is free.
••A Public Ferry Forum is scheduled for Tuesday, April 12, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
at the Community Center.
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Skagit Land Trust Honors Islanders
By Edith Walden
At the Skagit Land Trust’s annual
meeting on January 21, several islanders
were recognized for outreach efforts during the campaign to expand the Guemes
Mountain Conservation Area. The successful campaign raised enough funds
to purchase an adjoining nine and a half
acres on the Mountain last November.
The trust presented the Development Award to volunteer land stewards
Kit Harma and Ian Woofenden and to
the Guemes Island Resort.
Speaking for the Development &
Community Engagement Committee,
which had unanimously agreed that the
2015 Development Award should go
to the Guemes group, Development &
Communications Director Lynne Jordan noted that Kit was extremely active
in spreading the word about the campaign and “always provides friendly and
warm welcomes to trail users on his regular hikes along the trail.

“Ian was instrumental in getting the
word out via community connections
and most noticeably by posting signs
about the campaign on the trail and
around the island,” she continued, “all
while continuing to take excellent care
of the conservation area.
“Trust board member and Guemes
Island Resort owner Mark Linnemann
was an enthusiastic advocate for this
conservation area expansion. The
Guemes Island Resort posted informational flyers, hosted a fun special event
at DIGS Café, and spread the word to
friends and neighbors.” She also noted
that the Linnemann family made a generous contribution to the campaign.
Guemes Mountain Land Stewards
Ed and Carolyn Gastellum were also
recognized for their dedication as stewards, but had asked that attention be focused on the two island stewards.
For more about the Skagit Land
Trust, visit skagitlandtrust.org.

Labyrinth Work Party
Lynn Prewitt, who coordinated the
creation of the beautiful Labyrinth between the Guemes Island Community
Church and the Community Center, is
organizing a work party for Saturday,
March 19, from 10 a.m. to noon.
People enjoy the quiet, meditative
space, but so do weeds and other encroaching plants. The pathway needs
grooming, ferns need trimming and dividing, and weeds need pulling. Bring
gloves, clippers, shovels, and rakes.

bikespot
bicycle repair

sales & service
parts & accessories
210 Commercial Ave.
360-588-1676

Comprehensive Plan + Shoreline Updates
Skagit County is performing its periodic update of its
Comprehensive Plan as required by the Growth
Management Act, including changes to the policy
text, zoning map, development regulations, and
Countywide Planning Policies. Guemes-specific
zoning changes and codification of the seawater
intrusion policy, requested by the Guemes Island
Planning Advisory Committee, are included in the
proposal. Adoption is expected by the end of June.
Public hearing Tuesday, April 5 at 6 p.m.
Written comments due Thursday, April 14 at 4:30 p.m.
www.skagitcounty.net/2016update

Like other communities, Skagit
County is updating its 1970s-era
Shoreline Master Program (SMP),
which regulates shoreline development in
unincorporated areas to reflect current science and
current conditions. Changes to shoreline regulations
and shoreline environment designations on Guemes
Island are included in the proposal. Preliminary
County adoption is expected by the end of June, with
final adoption after Ecology review within 18 months.

Public hearing Tuesday, March 15 at 6 p.m.
Written comments due Monday, April 4 at 4:30 p.m.
www.skagitcounty.net/smp

How to Submit Comments
1. At the Planning Commission public hearings at
1800 Continental Place in Mount Vernon.
Three minutes is allowed per speaker.

2. In writing (preferred) by the deadlines to
pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us or 1800
Continental Pl, Mount Vernon WA 98273
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No Candidates Selected in Washington Republican Caucuses

edith walden

discussions were
By Edith Walden
based on the isEleven
landers voting
islanders met
on the topics
at 10 a.m. on
that were most
February 20 at
important to
Island View Elthem—on the
ementary School
federal, state,
(see “Correcand local level.
tions” on page
The top
2), along with 17
three categories
other precincts,
for the federal
to participate in
level were issues
the Republican
regarding the
Party caucuses.
constitution,
Washington
Bill of Rights,
will hold a presiGuemes Islanders attend the Republican caucus at Island View Elementary School in Anacortes
and the Supreme
dential primaon February 20.
Court; borders
ry on May 24,
and immigration; and taxes, national
although it is considered somewhat of
turnout to that decision. Others spoke
a “beauty contest” in that parties may
of the loss of volunteers and their equip- debt, and entitlements. At the state level, it was budget, taxes, and spending;
choose to select their delegates for their
ment and data that made outreach and
national conventions through the cauvolunteer recruitment and coordination property rights/economic freedom; and
education unions/K–12/college. The
cus system or by the voter results of the
difficult.
top three local categories were zoning/
state’s presidential primary.
eminent domain; transportation: roads/
The Republican Party has elected to
Precinct platform discussions
rails/trails (and ferries); and water rights:
have their delegates cast their votes on
Following the general meeting, the
the first ballot of their national convenprecincts went to separate classrooms to PUD/personal/agricultural.
Discussions about local issues fotion for the one Republican candidate
discuss platform issues.
cused on ferry concerns and water
who wins the state primary. (If a second
Guemes’s precinct 127 was allotted
ballot is required, delegates will be retwo delegates. Precinct Committee Offi- rights, with several participants favoring
rain catchment systems to alleviate the
leased to vote their consciences.)
cer (PCO) Allen Bush Jr. was preselectThe Democratic Party will select del- ed as a delegate. Bush has served at least strain on our sole-source aquifer.
It was noted that with the recent
egates proportional to candidate support 12 years as PCO. Noli Goode was electheavy rains and overflowing ditches, it
through their caucuses on March 26
ed as the second delegate. Dave Dave(see article on page 21).
laar, who told the Tide that he had been was too bad that the runoff could not
be put to use, instead of running into
attending caucuses since 1962 and that
Guemes Channel.
his
first
job
out
of
college
was
to
work
Low turnout
While the presidential candidates
for the Republican Party, was elected as
All participants at the caucus joined
were not voted on, as participants spoke
an alternate.
together in the Pledge of Allegiance,
it was evident that many were leaning
Participant descriptions of themwhich was followed by announcements
of upcoming conventions (Skagit Coun- selves ranged from independent to fiscal toward Governor John Kasich, who, as
conservative to “ideological zealot.” Sev- one person said, “would not cause more
ty convention on April 9 and state controuble than he’s worth.”
eral had never been to a caucus before
vention on May 21). A request for a
Another allowed that he favored
or been involved in politics.
moment of silence in honor of the late
The first topic discussed was a shared Donald Trump, but only because he
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia,
believed he could get elected, qualifying
whose funeral was being conducted that alarm at the behavior of “eating our
that he would like to “take him behind
young,” referring to the tone of current
morning, was granted.
the woodshed.” Several regretfully noted
campaigns that are set at destroying
Paula Clancey, the area precinct
that under no circumstances could they
competing candidates. The group was
committee officer for Skagit County
vote for a bully.
District 1, then voiced her frustration at concerned that this behavior leaves the
By noon, the discussions were comstate-level Republicans for their decision successful candidate bloodied and inplete, and friends and neighbors reto abandon candidate selection through jured for the general election and gives
turned home to let our democratic proadvantage to the Democrats.
the caucus system.
cess run its course.
The polite and respectful platform
She attributed the significantly low
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GICCA Hires Stage Contractor
By Edith Walden
The board of the Guemes Island
Community Center Association
(GICCA) met on February 18 and
announced the Chowder Cook-Off
on March 19 (see article at right) and
the upcoming Talent Show that will be
May 7 or 14 (yet to be determined).
Treasurer Marietta Harrigan reported a balance of $14,689 in the Schoolhouse Park Stage fund. According to
trustee Rob Schroder, a new automatic
standby generator that would provide
7 to 17 kilowatts of power was feasible;
the board charged him with continuing his research in order to recommend
a specific model so that they could proceed with a purchase and installation.

Bill Chagnon hired

President Kathleen Phillips spoke
stirringly about the board’s frustration
at inheriting the Schoolhouse Park Stage
project, which was started six years ago
and still hasn’t gotten off the ground—
literally. Acknowledging that part of the
problem was the complication of working solely with volunteer labor, in addition to a concern about future liability,
she announced the board’s desire to hire
a licensed contractor to continue the
project. She and Mike Gwost had talked
with contractor and former islander Bill
Chagnon, who had a brief period available in his construction schedule and
could work for a short time to get the
project moving. Both agreed that Chagnon would be a good choice.
A lively discussion ensued with
board members, co-managers Mike
Gwost (builder) and Michael Brown

(fundraiser), construction lead Todd Figenshow, structural engineer Pat Harrigan, and other community members attending the meeting.
Describing the current design as
overly complicated and expensive, several people suggested redesigning the
plans and starting over. While the board
considered the advantages of a simpler
design, they reluctantly voted in the end
not to move “backwards,” and approved
the immediate hiring of Chagnon, who
will supervise the next step of building
forms and pouring footings for the
foundation. Further contractors will
be hired at the end of Chagnon’s tenure.
Chagnon will be asked to prepare an inventory of existing materials and a construction schedule.
Phillips also proposed that an official
project manager be selected. Pat Harrigan was asked to volunteer for the position; he agreed only to “consider” taking
the position.

Miscellany

Groundfloor Guemes member Edie
Clark asked GICCA to help sponsor an
island cleanup day in May with the help
of Melody Young, who has been organizing an annual event for about 10 years.
The board approved the project.
Wendell Phillips wants GICCA to
host the Car Show again on the 4th of
July but hopes to move it to Schoolhouse Park. That would require money
for insurance and a permit. The board
will consider the request.
The next GICCA meeting will be
Thursday, March 17, at 7 p.m. at the
Community Center.

Live Jazz at the Hall • Sunday, March 6, 4:00 p.m.

“Step Into
Spring” With
the Nick
Allison Trio
A refreshing mix of originals and standards, instrumentals and vocals, swing and funk, old and new!
With Nick Allison, piano/keyboard; Marina Christopher, bass/vocals; Jamael Nance, drums
Tickets $15 at the door • For more info, contact Nick: nick@nickallison.com or (206) 920-3170

9

Chowder Cook-Off
On March 19
By Edith Walden
After the fun and success of last
year’s Chili Cook-Off, the Guemes Island Community Center Association
(GICCA) is hosting a Chowder CookOff on Saturday, March 19, from 5 to
8 p.m. at the Community Center. Start
brushing up now on your favorite seafood or vegetable chowder recipes.
Island contestants should bring a big
pot of chowder, in something that will
stay warm, to the Community Center
between 4 and 4:30 p.m. There is no
entry fee.
For a $5 donation, islanders and
guests can taste all the chowder entries
and vote for their favorites. Winners will
receive bragging rights, and the proceeds
will support the Community Center.
Cold beverages will be provided,
and GICCA has purchased a liquor license for the event, so beer and wine
will be available for purchase. Last year,
the event introduced some striking talent during the karaoke portion of the
cook-off, so plan to exercise your vocal
cords after they’ve been warmed up with
chowder. It will be a great way to usher
in the vernal equinox.
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Remember When Look Magazine Cost 10 Cents?
holiday matchett

By Holiday Matchett
1966, 50 years ago,
Recent donations
listing articles of interto the Guemes Island
est to Guemes resiHistorical Society prodents. Topics included
vide impetus to the
the proposed alumipush for a permanent
num plant on Guemes
site to house the many
(“Guemes Future on
gifts and discoveries
the Line”); Mrs. Pinthat are now a part of
neo’s weekly column
the GIHS collection.
named “Guemes
This month, MaNotes”; the car ferry
rie Valquist generAlmar going out for
ously donated more
repairs July 5–7 with
items that the Kager
temporary replacement
family had stored in
by the Chief Kwina, a
their home and proppassenger launch; the
erty (for more on the
third fire engine for
family, see page 11
the island’s fire departof our May 2015 isment; the completion
sue). These artifacts
At a meeting of the Historical Society, Win Anderson (left) and Rob Schroder study of the sculpture for the
will be carefully photop of Mount Erie by
an unusual artifact from the Kager homestead.
tographed. Some of
Phil McCracken; and
them are so unusual at this time, in
electric service to the island being cut
yet been instituted. At that time, the
2016, that those studying them are still
off and requiring a new cable.
Guemes phone numbers began with
unsure what their uses might have been. “Cypress 3-.” (Along similar lines, KrisNext month’s GIHS meeting—on
Among items identified as outdoor
Monday, March 14, at 7 p.m. at the
tina Diamond has found an old phone
tools include cradle scythes, a cultivaChurch—will feature the photos of the
relay station on her property.)
tor, isinglass and glass lanterns, an auger
Kager artifacts, which will be taken by
Win Anderson reviewed some isto dynamite stumps, a heavy-duty platWin Anderson and Tom Deach.
sues of the Anacortes American from
form scale on wheels, a baby carriage,
and vacuum tubes. Among the indoor
tools listed are two homemade ironing
2016 Is a Good Year to Install Solar Electricity
boards—for adult and child—a butter
churn, shoe lasts, Look magazines, a
By Edith Walden
Islander Ian Woofenden, a renewhandmade radio antenna, a note that
Gary Curtis reports that the Guemes able-energy consultant, notes that for
reads “Paul owes me one penny,” a toy
Island Community Church has sucseveral reasons this is a good year to incalled “Jungleland Shooting Game,” and cessfully raised the $30,000 needed to
vest in a solar-electric energy system.
a bucket full of agates.
install solar panels on the south-facing
• The federal tax credit that allows 30
Another gift to the GIHS came from roof of the Church. When completed,
percent of the cost of your system to be
Anne Casperson, whose late husband,
the project is expected to provide nearly deducted from your net tax return is
Gary, won a special quilt in 1986 at the all the energy the Church has been usscheduled to end beginning in 2017.
annual Guemes Women’s Club quilt
ing annually, and is forecast to do so in• The Washington state incentive is
raffle. The quilt raffles were begun in
definitely.
decreasing and will end in 2020, and
1970 by Gertie Howard. This quilt was
The winning bid by Whidbey Sun
some utilities are reaching their caps.
created by a variety of islanders, each of
& Wind was lower than the preliminary
He notes that quality installers will
whom worked on three squares; those
estimate, so Curtis hopes to begin the
be very busy this year, so it would be
who know the handy stitches of island
project by the end of March.
wise to schedule your project early in
quilters may recognize each group by its
A roofing contractor has not been
the year.
style.
selected yet.
Due to the federal and state incenIn Susan Fahey’s Anacortes home
Thanks to all who contributed to the tives and a significant decrease in the
was the no longer useful 1955 Anacortes project. The Church is designated as the cost of equipment, he has seen newer
phone book, which she and Kit Maremergency food kitchen and infirmary
systems pay for themselves within five to
cinko donated to GIHS. The book rein case of a disaster; having a sustainable six years and produce a better financial
veals that the (360) area code had not
energy source is a wise move.
return than many other investments.

Solar Panels Coming Soon to Church

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When
Mondays

Wednesdays

Fridays
Mar. 1, Tues.

Mar. 2, Wed.
Mar. 3, Thu.
Mar. 4, Fri.
Mar. 5, Sat.
Mar. 6, Sun.

Mar. 7, Mon.

Mar. 8, Tues.
Mar. 9, Wed.
Mar. 10, Thu.
Mar. 11, Fri.
Mar. 12, Sat.
Mar. 13, Sun.
Daylight Saving
Time Starts
Mar. 14, Mon.

What

Time

Regularly Scheduled Exercise Classes
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Zumba*
9:00 - 10:00 am
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Zumba*
9:00 - 10:00 am
Kundalini Yoga
2:30 - 4:00 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Yoga
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Island Events by the Day
Brown Bag Book Club
1:30 pm
Community Soup Supper: John Strathman
6:00 pm
talks about kayaking in the Race to Alaska
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Gathering Lunch: Baked Ziti
11:30 am - 12:15 pm
Meditation
8:30 -10:30 am
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Church Service
9:30 am
Nick Allison Trio*
4:00 - 6:00 pm
Movie Night
6:30 pm
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:30 am
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
GIPAC
6:30 pm
Knitting Night
7:00 pm
Women's Fellowship
11:00 am
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Gathering Lunch: Hot Turkey Sandwich
11:30 am - 12:15 pm
Meditation
8:30 -10:30 am
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Church Service
9:30 am
Movie Night
6:30 pm

March 2016
Where

Contact

Church
Hall
Hall
Church
Hall
Church
Hall
Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Elke Macartney 770-7831
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Elke Macartney 770-7831
Constance Mayer 299-3358
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Dyvon Havens 293-0221

M. Harrigan's
Church

Connie Snell 708-3589
Connie Snell 708-3589

Library
Church
Church
Library
Library
Church
Hall
Hall
Church
Library
Church
Pellett's
Church
Library
Church
Church
Library
Library
Church
Hall

Carol Pellett 293-8128
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Jon Prescott 360-929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Connie Snell 708-3589
Nick Allison 206-920-3170
Rob Schroder 588-1639
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Patty Rose 206-660-7697
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Jon Prescott 360-929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Connie Snell 708-3589
Rob Schroder 588-1639

Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:30 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles
6:30 - 8:00 pm
4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Fire Commissioners Meeting
7:00 pm
Fire Hall
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Historical Society
7:00 pm
Church
Carol Deach 708-2726
Connie Snell 708-3589
Mar. 15, Tues.
Community Soup Supper: Ginger and Steve 6:00 pm
Church
Orsini talk about their trip to Cuba
All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When
Mar. 16, Wed.

March 2016

What
Time
Where
Contact
Women's Fellowship
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 17, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Shepherd's Pie
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
St. Patrick's Day GICCA Meeting
7:00 pm
Hall
Kathleen Phillips 299-0068
Mar. 18, Fri.
Meditation
8:30 -10:30 am
Church
Jon Prescott 360-929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 19, Sat.
Labyrinth Work Party
10:00 am - Noon
Labyrinth
Lynn Prewitt 588-8320
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Chowder Cook-Off
5:00 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Kathleen Phillips 299-0068
Mar. 20, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Connie Snell 708-3589
Spring Equinox Movie Night
6:30 pm
Hall
Rob Schroder 588-1639
Mar. 21, Mon.
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:30 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cemetery Commissioners Meeting
6:00 pm
Fire Hall
Angie Veal 293-0925
Library Book Club
8:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 22, Tues.
Knitting Night
7:00 pm
Pellett's
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 23, Wed.
Women's Fellowship
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Mar. 24, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Chicken Cacciatore
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Mar. 25, Fri.
Meditation
8:30 -10:30 am
Church
Jon Prescott 360-929-6996
Easter Egg Dyeing
afternoon
Hall/Church
TBD
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 26, Sat.
Democratic Precinct Caucus
10:00 am - Noon
Hall
Gail Nicolls 293-9540
Easter Egg Dash
11:00 am
Park
TBD
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 27, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Connie Snell 708-3589
Easter
Movie Night
6:30 pm
Hall
Rob Schroder 588-1639
Mar. 28, Mon.
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:30 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
GIPAC
6:30 pm
Church
Patty Rose 206-660-7697
Mar. 30, Wed.
Women's Fellowship
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 31, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Mexican Lasagna
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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Movie Night at the Hall (With Popcorn)

DIGS Kitchen Food
Truck Is Open
On Weekends

13

edith walden

By Edith Walden
Movie Night continues
on Sundays at the Guemes
Island Community Center
DIGS Kitchen, the Guemes food
at 6:30 p.m.
truck owned and operated by the
All copyrighted audioLinnemann and McWatters families,
visual material that will be
is now open on weekends on Guemes,
shown to the public must
following some downtime for truck
be licensed or have writmaintenance.
ten permission from the
The truck will be parked all the
producer. The Guemes Isway down the hill at the Guemes Island
land Community Center
Resort’s Wreck Room at 4268 Guemes
Association (GICCA) purIsland Road.
chased an umbrella license
The new location offers covered
to show movies from a raft
outdoor seating and cozy (and warm)
of studios.
indoor accommodations.
One drawback of the
DIGS (Dog Island Goods and
license is that the titles, acServices) will be open on Fridays for
tor and character names,
dinner from 4 to 7 p.m. and will serve
Families enjoyed an early showing at the Hall of an aniand names of the prothin-crust gourmet pizza and salads.
mated feature at Movie Night on January 24. Watching
ducers can’t be advertised
On Saturdays and Sundays, DIGS
the credits roll are (from left) Aayla Snelson, Jessica
Snelson, and Sylvia Sibley.
to the public outside the
opens at 9 a.m. for breakfast burritos,
walls of the facility where
omelets, French toast, and sandwiches
the material will be shown. GICCA
until noon. At 12:30 p.m., DIGS re• April 3, Drama/Romance/Comedy,
trustee Sarah Sibley has prepared these
opens for lunch and dinner until 7 p.m.
PG-13
descriptions for upcoming movies.
On Saturday, they serve local seafood
A widow discovers that life can start
• March 6, Comedy, PG-13
entrées, burgers, salads, and sandwiches;
anew at any age. At the urging of her
A 30-something woman is tired of
on Sunday the gourmet pizza menu rethree girlfriends, she pursues a friendthe dating circus. When she is mistakturns. On Saturday, March 12, the food
ship with her pool maintenance man,
en for a blind date, she pretends to be
truck will be at the Anacortes Farmers
a new love interest, and a reconnection
the expected woman. It takes all night
Market in the morning and will reopen
with her daughter.
for her to confess the truth, but will her
later on Guemes.
To learn the exact titles of the movdate confess that he fancies her more
Hankering for their good food on
ies, contact Rob Schroder at 588-1639
than who he was expecting?
a weekday? You can usually find them
or chenoah36@gmail.com.
• March 13, Drama, PG-13
in Mount Vernon at the North Sound
While the viewing quality may not
The biography of the extraordinary
Brewery, 17406 State Route 536, on
be quite as high-definition as your big
founder of a premier computer software screen at home, there is something fun
Wednesdays from 3:30 to 7 p.m.
and hardware company follows the trail about watching a movie on a 15-foot
It’s a good plan to check their flexiof technology that the founder blazed as “screen” with your friends and neighble schedule by calling the truck at 826he changed the world forever.
2233. You can also check the message
bors. (To say nothing of the free pop• March 20, Drama, PG-13
board at linetime.org.
corn!)
The life of a White House butler
who served eight American presidents
Jazz It Up at the Hall on March 6
for three decades reveals the dramatic
changes in history from the civil rights
By Edith Walden
The Nick Allison Trio, featuring part-time islander and jazz pianist Nick Allison,
movement to Vietnam and beyond and
vocalist
and bassist Marina Christopher, and percussionist Jamael Nance, will present
how those changes affected his life.
a
concert
on Sunday, March 6, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Community Center. All three are
• March 27, Drama/Comedy PG-13
popular
jazz
performers in the Seattle area.
A sweet coming-of-age story follows
The program will include well- and lesser-known jazz standards and original
the unexpected relationship between
compositions by both Allison and Christopher. This will be the second time Nick has
student and teacher (and often the viewperformed on Guemes Island. It’s guaranteed to be a swinging time, so come on
er is left wondering which is which) as
down and jazz it up.
the two explore love and the brilliance
Tickets are $15 at the door.
of life.
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Long-Term Countywide Plans Are Up for Review
GIPAC to Recommend Subarea Plan Requirements

By Edith Walden
Two significant countywide long-term plans are open for
public hearings and review in the next several months. Both
plans have serious implications for our lives on Guemes because they encompass issues regarding the management of our
shorelines, land, and potable water.
The Shoreline Master Program (SMP) has not been updated since it was adopted in 1976, and the update to the Comprehensive Plan (CP) makes plans for the next 20 years. The
changes to these plans will have consequences for decades to
come.
The Guemes Island Planning and Advisory Committee
(GIPAC) has been working on the updates to the Shoreline
Management Program for five years, focusing primarily on
getting elements from the Guemes Island Subarea Plan included in the SMP.
This is the same as the goal for the CP, with land use and
water management being high-priority issues.

Shoreline Master Program Update

Washington’s Shoreline Management Act, approved by a
referendum vote in 1972, requires counties to have shoreline
plans to, according to the Skagit County Planning and Development Services Department, “balance development, public
access, and protection of natural resource and shoreline areas.”
The state Department of Ecology requires that all shoreline
plans be updated to meet new shoreline guidelines that the
state set in 2003. The SMP applies to marine shorelines and
uplands within 200 feet of the water, and to shorelines of cer-

tain lakes, rivers, and reservoirs.
Many of the guidelines need to be adjusted to reflect current science. Skagit County has been working on the update
since 2011.
The Shoreline Management Act requires that any development be set back a certain distance from the shoreline in order to provide a buffer that has protective vegetation, wildlife
habitat, and a filter for runoff.
GIPAC has recommended the following additions or
changes, that originate from the Guemes Island Subarea Plan:
• Update the SMP Shoreline Environments map to accurately reflect the shoreline map of Guemes Island.
• Increase shoreline setbacks to 150 feet in shoreline conservation areas and 100 feet in shoreline residential areas.
• Require vegetation conservation areas within the shoreline
buffer that have either existing native plants or a restoration
plan for native vegetation.
• Limit lot coverage to 30 percent.
• Limit the height of accessory buildings to no more than
15 feet.
Other GIPAC recommendations on the height, bulk, and
scale of buildings in the shoreline area will be considered in
the 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update.

Comprehensive Plan Update

Counties are required to periodically review and revise
their comprehensive plans and development regulations to
comply with changes to state laws or additions to the state’s
Growth Management Act.
The update must forecast population growth and the expansion of urban
growth areas, and determine that county regulations can accommodate such
®
growth for the next 20 years.
To date, GIPAC has focused on
shoreline issues, some of which the
county has transferred from the SMA
to the CP, and water issues.
*
GIPAC will recommend the followRecipient of the Award of Excellence
ing additions or changes to the plan, all
for the last five years in a row
originating from the Guemes Island Subarea Plan:
* North Puget Sound Association of REALTORS®
• Require setbacks and buildingenvelope standards as recommended
in the Guemes Island Subarea Plan.
AREN VERETT
• Limit all island building heights to
30 feet.
(360) 202
202-7373
• Limit the height of solid fences that
are
within 10 feet of the road right-ofGuemesIslandExpert.com
way to 3 feet.
• Restrict accessory dwelling units
from using well water that shows 25 or
more parts per million chlorides.

Work with an
award-winning REALTOR

K

E
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Some notes about water

Guemes Island has been fortunate
to have biologist and plant ecologist
Marianne Kooiman as a resident. For
24 years, Kooiman has been doggedly
tracking water resources on Guemes. It
was her research and perseverance that
led to the 1997 decision by the federal
Environmental Protection Agency that
the island had a sole-source aquifer. The
only source of fresh water for islanders
is ground water (we don’t have rivers or
spring-fed lakes here).
The rain that falls on Guemes—
about 25 inches annually, significantly
less than surrounding areas of Mount
Vernon and Sedro Woolley—recharges
our aquifer, which requires protection
from future land use.
Seawater intrusion has already
caused numerous wells to fail on
Guemes. Part of our aquifer is below
sea level, and many island wells are close
to shore, where the aquifer is thin. In

1995, Kooiman began work on a seawater intrusion policy that was adopted by Skagit County. Since then she has
worked for years off and on to amend
the policy further.
The current members of GIPAC
have picked up her mantle, and GIPAC
has made the following recommendations to be included in the CP:
• Encourage rainwater catchment systems by eliminating the requirement to
document that a drilled well or public
water system cannot be used before a
catchment system can be permitted. Require that on the north end of Guemes,
where seawater intrusion is a great risk,
no new wells be drilled without first
conducting a study that documents a
lack of feasibility for a rainwater collection system.
• Reduce the required minimum
household water supply from 350 gallons per day to 150 gallons per day on
Guemes.
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• Require water meters for all new
development on Guemes and encourage
them for existing residences.
For in-depth information about
GIPAC history and recommendations,
visit linetime.org, go to “Guemes Island
Organizations,” and select “Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee.”

The Guemes Ferry Trail

The Guemes Ferry Trail project (see
article on page 17) is listed in the transportation element of the 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update. To make public
comments, see the article below.
Editors’ note: This article relied on the
extensive research conducted by GIPAC
members Nancy Fox and Hal Rooks. Other GIPAC members are Michael Brown,
Allen Bush Jr., Patty Rose, Stella Spring,
and Steve Orsini. Gary Curtis is an emeritus member. Thank them for their hard
work toward implementing the Guemes
Island Subarea Plan.

Public Hearing and Comment Timeline for Countywide Plans
By Edith Walden
The county’s Shoreline Management
Program and Comprehensive Plan are
being updated this year (see article on
facing page). Public comments may be
submitted for a limited period. Here are
the hearing and comment schedules for
both updates, followed by the requirements for submitting public comments.

Shoreline Master Program
Update

• On Tuesday, March 1, the Skagit
County Planning Commission and the
Planning and Development Services
Department will hold an open house at
5 p.m. in the foyer outside the Commissioners’ Hearing Room at 1800 Continental Place in Mount Vernon, followed
by a workshop in the hearing room at 6.
The event will give the public a chance
to learn more about the proposed
changes and to ask questions.
• On Tuesday, March 15, a public
hearing will be held at 6 p.m. in the
Commissioners’ Hearing Room (see
address above). There will be a signup
sheet, and public comments will be
timed (three minutes). It’s a good idea

to prepare your comments in writing,
in case time runs out. You can submit
them at the hearing.
• On Monday, April 4, at 4:30 p.m.,
the public comment period closes. Before then, comments may be emailed,
mailed, or delivered in person; emailed
comments are preferred. See the end of
this article for mail and email requirements, which must be followed exactly.
• To see a copy of the update draft,
see skagitcounty.net/smp.

2016 Comprehensive Plan
Update

• On Tuesday, April 5, a public hearing will be held at 6 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room (see address
above). There will be a signup sheet,
and public comments will be timed
(three minutes). It’s a good idea to prepare your comments in writing, in case
time runs out. You can submit them at
the hearing.
• On Thursday, April 14, at 4:30
p.m., the public comment period closes.
Before then, comments may be emailed,
mailed, or delivered in person; emailed
comments are preferred. See the next

section of this article for mail and email
requirements, which must be followed
exactly.
• To see a copy of the update draft,
see skagitcounty.net/2016update.

Mail and email requirements

• To submit comments, you must include your full name and mailing address, and a subject line reading “Skagit
County Shoreline Master Program Update” or “Skagit County 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update.” Your comments
will not be considered without meeting
those requirements. Email comments to
pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us. Include
your comments in the body of your
email, not as attachments.
• Mailed or hand-delivered written
comments must be on 8½-by-11-inch
paper. Put the paper in an envelope addressed either to “Comments on the
Skagit County Shoreline Master Program Update” or “Comments on the
Skagit County 2016 Comprehensive
Plan Update,” and mail or deliver it to
Planning and Development Services,
1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon, 98273.

16

The Guemes Tide March 2016

Islanders Explore Costa Rica
By Edith Walden
Seven islanders spent two weeks in Costa Rica in January and February on a small (10-person) tour led by islander
Yadi Young, a native Costa Rican, and assisted by her daughter Melody Young. The group traveled from the western coast
to the central valley and into the mountainous volcanic zone,
with stops in cities along the way. Highlights for the group
were an overnight stay in the rain forest (complete with a
guided night walk) and other rain-forest encounters with an
amazing diversity of birds, insects, animals, and vegetation.
Dyvon Havens recalls watching with fascination a cadre
of leaf-cutting ants marching in a single line, each carrying
a chewed-off leaf or leaf section to their underground nest.

(According to Wikipedia, next to humans these ants “form
the largest and most complex animal societies on Earth. The
central mound of their underground nests can grow to more
than 98 feet across, with smaller mounds extending out to a
radius of 260 feet, and containing eight million individuals.”)
Dyvon reported that the leaves go to feed underground fungus that the ants tend, protect, and feed to their larvae—insect agriculture!
To see the itinerary and learn more about upcoming tours
with Yadi, visit costaricasoftadventure.com (see “Services” for
the itinerary). The recent tour will be repeated in 2017, and
she is tentatively planning a Caribbean and turtle-watching
tour this September.

Clockwise from top
left: John and Deb
Strathman cross a
suspension bridge
above the canopy of
the Costa Rica rain
forest (photo by Linda
Donato). Linda Donato (left) and Zoanne
Hyland (right) enjoy
the Ecothermales
Resort hot springs
with fellow traveler
Susan McDermott
(photo by Melody
Young). Dyvon
Havens befriends a
toucan in the aviary at La Paz Waterfall Gardens near San Jose (photo courtesy Dyvon Havens). Melody and Yadi Young pose behind
a replica of one of the suspension bridges in Arenal Hanging Bridges Park, with the Arenal volcano in the background (photo by
Linda Donato). A blue morpho butterfly alights on Yadi Young’s shoulder at the Rainforest Adventures butterfly garden in Braulio
Carrillo National Park (photo by Melody Young).
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Guemes Ferry Trail Project Is Listed in
County’s Comprehensive Plan Update
edith walden

Lu Lemieux Joins Committee

most places to install the trail, depending on the sizing of the design. Design
cannot proceed until the county establishes a design standard. Jones is waiting
for approval from the county engineer
to conduct in-depth research regarding
the design of the trail.
Following further design progress,
the project will need to be included in
a Six-Year Transportation Improvement
Program with the county.

Next step: funding

Members of the Guemes Ferry Trail committee meet. From left, Mary Jo Andrak, Lu
LeMieux, and Lorrie Steele; not pictured is Maryam Schutz. Andrak and Steele are
wearing T-shirts that will be for sale to support the trail.

By Edith Walden
Almost three years in the planning,
the proposed Guemes Ferry Trail would
be a four-foot-wide bike and pedestrian
trail on the east side of Guemes Island
Road, running from the south end of
Schoolhouse Park to the ferry landing—
a distance of about 1.4 miles. Numerous
islanders and island organizations have
supported the project, which would
make it safer for cyclists and pedestrians
to travel along the very narrow shoulder
next to a deep ditch along the road.
Rushing traffic to and from the ferry
presents an additional hazard, especially
during peak hours.
The Guemes Ferry Trail Committee
has been working with representatives of

the Skagit County Parks and Recreation
and Public Works departments to plan
for such a trail.
Skagit County Transportation Programs Section Manager Forrest Jones
told the Tide that the project is one of
11 included in the nonmotorized transportation section of the 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update that the county
will adopt by June 30 this year. (For
more information about the plan update
and the opportunity to attend a public
hearing and/or submit comments, see
pages 14 and 15.)
Jones reported that a county survey
conducted in August 2015 of Guemes
Island Road revealed that it appears
there is enough county right-of-way in
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Recently retired after a 36-year career with the US Forest Service as a
trail manager, Lu Lemieux joined the
Guemes Ferry Trail Committee in January. Fellow members Lorrie Steele, Mary
Jo Andrak, and Maryam Schutz are eager to make use of Lemieux’s extensive
experience with trail building, grant
writing, and coordinating volunteers.
In June of last year, the committee
received a $2,000 grant from the Anacortes Parks Foundation for outreach
work. Lemieux is currently seeking
grant opportunities for the estimated
$234,000 needed to construct the trail.
State and federal funds will be sought,
as well as those from private foundations.
Islanders who wish to contribute to
the cause can donate on the Guemes
Ferry Trail’s page on linetime.org. Beautifully designed T-shirts will also be
for sale during island events; the next
scheduled one will be at the Park on the
4th of July.
For more information on the trail,
visit gft.octopia.com.
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Horses Live Here Too
edith walden

finally did, and, shaken,
By Edith Walden
she was able to lead the
One of the main
horses past the truck, as
reasons people choose
the driver yelled, “You
to live on Guemes is
shouldn’t be on the
their appreciation of
road, lady!”
the rural character of
A second incident
our roads, farms, trails,
occurred on February 9
and open space.
when Daniel Makus was
The history of our
riding Zeb southbound
roads dates back 100
on Guemes Island Road.
years, to when horses
A car approached at the
were the main mode
speed limit going the
of transportation. Our
same direction. Daniel
20-foot roadways are
motioned for the car to
narrow and don’t have
slow down but the drivsidewalks; many bareer continued straight
ly have shoulders; and
our ditches can be deep. There’s not much room on the shoulder of Guemes Island Road for Lorrie Steele past without moving out
and her small quarter horse Mac. The narrow shoulder is even more dangerous of the lane and yelled,
Our environmentally
“It’s a 35-mph speed
concerned residents ap- in this spot because of the deep ditch and barbed-wire fence the rider and
horse could fall into.
limit!” The incident inpreciate alternate forms
voked a fight response in Makus, who
of transportation, and we cycle and
generally like riding or walking their
has since apologized for his language.
walk—and a few of us ride horses.
horses on the road. But the only way to
A hundred years ago on this island,
the trails or their neighbors’ barns and
everyone understood horses, and most
arenas is on the road, and often it’s on
A horse is a vehicle
people owned them. Nowadays we may Guemes Island Road, with its heavy ferHorses have every right to be on the
admire them for their beauty, but most
ry traffic.
road. Washington state law treats every
of us don’t understand how to act—or
Late last year, Jacki Mayo had a
animal, whether ridden or herded, as
drive—around them.
vet appointment with her three horses,
“traffic,” and grants every rider of an
A few weeks ago, I was driving north and had made arrangements to use her
animal the full rights and responsibilion Guemes Island Road at the 35-mph
neighbor’s barn just north of her on
ties that the driver of a vehicle has (see
speed limit. Quite a distance away, on
Guemes Island Road. She describes her
“Horse Rules of the Road” on page 19).
the other side of the road, a woman was horses as well-mannered and used to
So how slow is slow enough? In a
riding one horse and leading another. As riding or being led on the road. She
survey, island horse owners agreed that
I approached, she signaled to me to slow was leading the three of them along
vehicles should slow down to 15 mph
down. I thought that was odd, since I
when she saw an enormous white lumor less when passing a horse—no matter
was in the opposite lane, but I slowed
ber truck approaching in the opposite
which lane you are in. You might need
down about 5 mph.
lane at full speed, with its headlights on. to go even slower, depending on the cirThen she became frantic, waving
With one free hand, she started sigcumstances.
wildly to slow down . . . and I got mad. naling for him to slow down (using the
In 1913, Washington state law reI had slowed down—and I was on the
dribbling basketball motion)—to no
quired every driver of a vehicle to “exerother side of the road. What could possi- avail. Anticipating what was about to
cise every reasonable precaution to prebly be the problem?
happen, she frantically waved both her
vent the frightening of any horse.” If a
About a month later, the Tide
arms to slow him down, and two of the
horse appeared frightened, the vehicle
learned of two recent confrontational
horses broke loose, turned, and began to was required to “reduce its speed and
incidents with vehicles and horses, and I run down the middle of the road, while not proceed further until such animal
learned what the problem was.
her third horse dragged her off her feet
appears to be under the control of its
and through the ditch. The truck finalrider.” And that was when the top highly stopped to avoid hitting the horses,
way speed for vehicles was 24 mph (12
Horse vs. scary moving object
and Jacki was able to coax her horses to
mph in populated areas).
There are many trails on Guemes
come to her and grab their leads. Wantthat island horse riders love to use.
ing to avoid a repeat performance, she
There are a few horse barns and arenas
Horse biology and psychology
yelled repeatedly at the driver to turn off
here, and horse owners like to share faUnlike humans, who have instinchis headlights and stop his engine. He
cilities from time to time. They do not
tive fight-or-flight responses, horses
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have only one survival response—flight.
Their eyes protrude from both sides of
their head, leaving a large blind spot
as they look straight ahead. They must
turn their heads to see clearly.
Lorrie Steele—a horsewoman since
she was a toddler pretending to be a
horse—relates that, like humans, horses’
brains are wired for opposite sides. A
horse’s left eye is wired to the right side
of its brain—to the area in charge of
survival. When you pass a horse on its
left side, its flight response is enhanced
in reaction to something that is loud,
moving fast or erratically, or making an

unusual sound. Horses are skittish and
spook easily. For a horse, flight means
“turn around and run fast.” Horses can
jump 10 feet to the side in a flash.
Most rural drivers know to slow way
down when approaching a deer, even if
it’s standing still. Deer are unpredictable
and can run or jump straight into your
car’s path.
Imagine a horse as a 1,200-pound
deer the next time you approach one in
a vehicle.
Let’s understand our equine friends
and learn to share the road with them,
keeping everyone safe—and rage-less.

Horse Rules of the Road (Redux)
By Jackie Wittman with Edith Walden
Editors’ note: The Tide published this article in our July-August 2014 issue (page
17). Given the nature of the incidents described in the article on page 18, we think it
deserves a rerun.
The narrow or nonexistent shoulders on island roads create challenges not only
for pedestrians and bicyclists, but also for horseback riders—and there are more
horses on the island than ever (in modern times). Here are some tips for when you
approach a horse on island roads:
• Slow down. Even if the horse seems completely calm, don’t make the assumption that it will remain that way. A horse that has a high head and is prancing down
the road is a ticking time bomb. Please give a wide berth. The consensus of island
horse owners is that 15 mph or slower is a safe speed to pass a horse, depending on
the circumstances. Do not honk—this may startle the horse. Horses have excellent
hearing and the ability to see behind them, so they may be aware of you before you
notice them.
• Watch the rider. Equestrians have hand signals not unlike bicyclists’. If you
see the rider moving their arm as though dribbling a basketball, that means “slow
down.” If the rider asks you to stop, please stop. The rider may be concerned about
the horse or themselves. Continuing on may put you, the horse, and the rider in
jeopardy.
• If approaching while riding a bike, please be aware that your appearance is
“alien” to the horse. Be sure to say “Hi” so the horse knows you are human and
not some large scary creature that moves like a hornet.
• Electric cars are a particular challenge because they’re so quiet. Please attempt
to alert the rider of your approach and be especially careful.
• Animals, whether ridden or herded, are defined as “traffic” in Washington law:
“Every person riding an animal or driving any animal-drawn vehicle upon a roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle” (RCW 46.61.025). This includes obeying stop signs
and ordinary rights of way. Contrary to a commonly held belief, horses do not have
special right-of-way privileges.
• The driver of a vehicle approaching a horse should follow the same rules as
those for passing a bicyclist or pedestrian: when “approaching a pedestrian or bicycle that is on the roadway or on the right-hand shoulder or bicycle lane of the
roadway [the driver] shall pass to the left at a safe distance to clearly avoid coming
into contact with the pedestrian or bicyclist, and shall not again drive to the right
side of the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken pedestrian or bicyclist” (RCW
46.61.110). Pass slowly and carefully and use common sense.
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Ceramic and
Painting Classes at
Tower Arts Studio
Sue Roberts will continue her
series of ceramics classes for adults
and kids alike this spring.
From March 2 through April 6,
Roberts will teach an evening class
at Tower Arts Studio from 6 to 8:30
p.m. The six sessions on Wednesdays will focus on flower and foliage
forms, whether functional, sculptural,
abstract, or realistic. Using basic slab
and coil techniques, students will
focus on using a variety of textured
glazes, lusters, and glossy finishes.
The same class will also be taught on
Thursdays, March 3 through April 7,
from 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Cost of the
six-week course is $210 and includes
12 pounds of clay plus glazes, firing,
and independent time in the studio.
During spring break, from April
4 through April 8, children ages 6 to
12 are invited to come to Art Camp,
where they will create a ceramic totem that can be displayed outdoors.
They will learn hand-building using
slab and coil techniques and how
to glaze their pieces that will stack
on a metal rod that’s mounted in a
concrete base. Art Camp meets from
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The cost is $275
and includes all materials.
For more information or to register, visit towerartsstudio.com, or call
Sue at 770-6140.

Painting in acrylics

Island artist Cathy Schoenberg
will teach a one-day class introducing students to painting with acrylics
on Saturday, April 9, from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.
Using basic principles of design,
Schoenberg will demonstrate how to
start with the “bones” of a painting,
followed by instruction in basic color
theory and concepts regarding lines
and contrast areas. Students will also
learn the function of various brushes,
how to mix paint, and the use of various painterly techniques.
The cost of the class is $140 and
includes materials. Bring a sack lunch.
Visit towerartsstudio.com to register
for the class.
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A Very Soggy February

By Edith Walden
The super El Niño has delivered on
its promise of extra precipitation on
Guemes, as anyone living here in the
second week of February can attest.
After raining 1.53 inches (as measured at the Nootka Lane station) from
February 10 through 14, “the boy”
dropped a post-Valentine gift of 1.32

Island
Birthdays
Amaya Shasserre turns 2 on March 21.
Rumi Linnemann turns 8 on March 25.
Cole Vigeland turns 2 on March 31.
(Editors’ note: This section lists birthdays of youngsters with island connections turning 16 or younger. To get a
family member added, contact us at
editorial@guemestide.org or 299-9999.)

inches on February 15 alone—for a
whopping 2.85 inches in six days. Total
precipitation for all of February last year
was 1.92 inches.
With a total of 3.48 inches as of
February 24, this month already ranks
among the wettest Februarys since
1900. Still, that won’t break the February record set in 1982, when it rained
5.8 inches.
Those statistics didn’t matter to the
overtaxed water table, which spilled the
excess water anywhere it could. Lots of
islanders were suddenly blessed with waterfront property: flooded driveways,
unexpected ponds and lakes, and a new
necessity for waders. Roads flooded and
ditches overflowed.
On the 15th, the whitewater runoff
in the ditch alongside Guemes Island

photos by edith walden

Left: On February
15—the wettest
day of a very wet
month—roadside
ditches filled and
flooded roads.
Right: While waiting
for the ferry that
day, two children
watch for a stick,
adrift on whitewater waves, to pass
through a culvert.

Road poured over its banks, carving a
six-inch-deep channel in the ferry parking lot and making access to the ferry
landing virtually impossible by foot.
Skagit County employees arrived on the
1:30 ferry to unclog the ditch and begin
repairs. They returned the following day
to check for plugs, grass, and debris on
all island ditches.
Total rainfall since September is now
22.8 inches—only 2.2 inches shy of the
average annual rainfall of 25 inches.
Lest we forget, it rained 5.13 inches in
November and 5.81 inches in December, but the months were longer and the
rain was more evenly distributed. So,
yes, it’s been wet!

A Church Foyer Enriched by Art

edith walden

Mixed-media art by Lynn Prewitt is displayed in the foyer of the Guemes Island
Community Church. A retired engineer, Prewitt has been making art for 22 years.
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Democrats Caucus at Hall on March 26
Delegates to Be Elected, Platform Discussed
By Gail Nicolls, Democratic precinct
committee officer
Guemes Island Democrats will help
select the 2016 Democratic presidential nominee at the precinct caucus on
Saturday, March 26, from 10 a.m. until
noon at the Guemes Island Community
Center.
Any resident who will be 18 by November 8, 2016, or any registered voter
in precinct 127 will be eligible to vote
for delegates, who will advance to the
county convention. You may register to
vote at the caucus meeting. Registered
voters must sign in as Democrats and
consent that their attendance is a matter
of public record. Nonregistered voters
are welcome and may participate in discussion but may not vote for delegates.
Precincts in Washington are awarded delegates and alternates based on
voter turnout and votes cast for the winning candidate in the previous presidential election. The number of delegates and alternates awarded to each
candidate is determined proportionally.
When signing in, voters will be asked to

indicate which candidate they support
or if they are undecided. A few supporters of each candidate will then be asked
to speak in favor of their candidate.
Voters will be given a chance to change
their preferences following the speeches
and will then break into separate candidate groups to elect their allotted delegates and alternates.
Following the election of delegates,
voters may submit resolutions to be
considered for inclusion into the platform of the Skagit County Democratic
Party at its convention on May 1. Only
those resolutions that are not already
in the platform and are approved at the
county convention will be added to the
platform. You can read the party platform and find a template for resolutions
at skagitdemocrats.org. To save time,
please have your resolution prepared in
the template form.
Another time-saving option is
to preregister for the caucus online
at wa-democrats.org. Select “2016
Caucus” in the upper-right tab.
Under “Quick Links,” select the

“Find your caucus site and pre-register”
link, and follow the directions. Print
your sign-in sheet, fill it in, and bring
it to the caucus.
If you cannot attend because of religious observance, military service, work
schedule, disability, or illness, you can
submit a Surrogate Affidavit form (see
tinyurl.com/GIdemsurrogate). The form
must be received no later than 5 p.m.
on March 18.
A statewide advisory primary election will be held on May 24. Parties
may or may not allocate delegates to
their national conventions according
to the primary results. The Democratic
Party will select delegates for the national convention solely through caucuses.
If you want to have a vote that counts,
attend your caucus. Participating in caucuses is grassroots politics in its purest
form, and it’s fun to get together and
chat with fellow Democrats.
A few more volunteers at the caucus
are still needed. If you have questions or
want to volunteer help, please call me at
293-9540.

Fire Department’s Insurance Rating Upgraded
By Edith Walden
On November 4, 2015, Guemes Island Fire Chief Gerry Francis was notified by the Washington Surveying and
Rating Bureau (WSRB) that they had
completed their evaluation of Guemes’s
fire-protection capabilities as they relate
to fire insurance ratings. WSRB is an independent nonprofit organization that
evaluates fire-protection districts and
rates them from 1 to 10, with 1 indicating exemplary capabilities and 10 indicating insufficient ones. The ratings are
given to insurance companies to help
determine your fire-insurance rates.
Because the rating rules had
changed, the Guemes community is
now rated as a Protection Class 7, up
from its previous rating of PC 8, effective March 1.
Public Protection Field Representa-

tive Daryl Girnus told the Tide that any
community that has at least one qualified water hydrant is now eligible for
the higher rating. A qualified hydrant is
one that can pump 250 gallons per minute for two hours and has a reservoir of
at least 30,000 gallon of water. Holiday
Hideaway has five qualified hydrants.
Hydrants at Anderson’s General Store
and the Fire Hall are not qualified; the
standpipes in the Totem Trail neighborhood are not considered hydrants.
The overall ratings are based not
only on the qualifications and capabilities of the water supply but also those of
the fire department, emergency communications, and fire safety control.

Find your rating

The community rating of PC 7 does
not necessarily apply to your residence,

however. In order to have that rating,
your structure must be within 1,000
feet of a qualified hydrant and be within
five road miles of the Fire Hall (all properties on Guemes are within five miles
of the Fire Hall).
This means that only those residences that are within 1,000 feet of one of
the Holiday Hideaway hydrants would
be rated at PC 7.
Hideaway residents might want to
contact their insurance agents to notify
them of their upgraded status in order
to determine if the new classification
might result in lower insurance premiums.
If you’d like to know what your Protection Class rating is, you can contact
WSRB customer service at (206) 2170101 or customerservice@wsrb.com.
Visit their website at wsrb.com.
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Gardener’s Dilemma: Seeds or Starts?
carol steffy

ics, lists seed companies, by state,
By Carol Steffy
that pledge to not buy, sell, or
On February 13, islander
trade genetically engineered
and Master Gardener Becky
seeds or plants. You can find
Stinson, an organic gardenit at tinyurl.com/GIseeds.
er with over 40 years of experiSo, which seeds should you
ence, presented a workshop at
sow directly into the garden,
the Anacortes Public Library and
and which do better if you plant
discussed the pros and cons of
them as seedlings—either by
starting a garden from seeds or
purchasing transplants or startstarts. The workshop was the first
ing the seeds indoors yourself?
in a Skill Share series offered by
Becky’s recommendation is either
Transition Fidalgo & Friends that
or both, depending on your own
will run through October.
specific needs.
Stinson stressed the benefits
Seeds, she said, are economof gardening in the Skagit region
ically the best choice, especialdue to an expanding awareness
ly when successive plantings
that we can extend the summer
are used. Every few weeks, plant
garden by planting in the spring
a new succession of seeds, which
and fall “shoulder” seasons,
stretches the growing period
which are ideal for cool-weather
and produces an optimal harvest
crops. The average date for the
of lettuce, spinach, beans, and
last expected frost in this region
so on.
is April 16. The average first fall
Stinson said some seeds are
frost, depending on your micromore successfully sown directclimate, will occur around Noly into the garden soil. These are
vember 1.
plants that usually mature relaSome cool-season crops are
Becky Stinson teaches a class about raising vegetables at
tively
quickly, or have delicate
lettuce, spinach, kale, broccoli,
the Anacortes Library.
roots that are easily damaged durBrussels sprouts, onions, Asian
ing transplanting.
greens, mustard greens, cabbage, and
cal guide: “Home Vegetable Gardening
Also, plants with taproots, such as
beets, some of which can be grown all
in Washington,” published by Washingwinter long. If your diet includes any
ton State University Extension. You can carrots and beets, generally don’t transplant well so it’s best to start them from
or all of these vegetables, you could
view it and download it at tinyurl.com
have fresh, local, organic varieties with/GuemesGardening. The comprehensive seed right in the garden.
If you want small quantities, gourout ever entering a market or leaving the booklet provides planting charts, germimet varieties, easy planting, and a more
family garden!
nation temperatures, and much more.
vigorous start, transplants are a good
choice. Many gardeners plant their own
Seeds and/or transplants
Planning your garden
When you choose seeds to buy, Stin- seeds in small four-pack or six-pack
In determining what to plant, how
much to plant, and when to plant, Stin- son encourages care in reading the pack- trays and make their own transplantable
et labels. Hybrids will generally give you starts.
son recommended focusing on what
During show-and-tell, Becky held up
fruit or vegetables that will all be a very
your household actually eats. By focusa store-bought seed-warming strip and
uniform size and color and will handle
ing on what you eat on a regular basis,
well in processing. If you are more inter- her own garage-sale-sourced water-bed
you could try new varieties each year,
heater as examples of ways to save monested in taste than uniformity, heirloom
including heirloom fruits and vegetaey while keeping the new seed-starts
bles, to find the maximum flavor or col- and organic varieties can be a better
cozy. A flexible light source can also be
or possible. Some plants, when grown at choice. Home gardeners don’t necessarcreated at home using four-foot lengths
ily need uniformity, long shelf life, or
home, have the bonus of having green
of fluorescent shop lighting. Stinson
food that holds up in shipping. They
tops available. Beet tops and radish
recommends using one cool tube and
can keep seed stock generating and
greens are delicious steamed or sautéed
one warm tube to create a balanced light
prevent varieties from being lost
in stir-fries.
source.
through hybridization.
Becky noted that there are many
Other vegetables and herbs have lonA good seed resource list, published
online gardening guides, and recomger growing seasons, or must be planted
by the Council for Responsible Genetmended what she thinks is the best lo-
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outdoors in early spring so they mature before the hot weather arrives.
These do best when set in the garden
as transplants.
All in all, a gardener’s choice between seed and transplants seemed
based on the amount of food needed, vegetable and fruit varieties preferred, hybrid or heirloom, space available, and whether the gardener wants
the instant gratification of transplants
in the ground or has the patience to
wait for seeds to sprout.
Should you go plant right now? Even
though the sun has peeked out once a
week, keep in mind that seeds planted
in soil that is 50 to 60 degrees have a 10
percent germination rate, while seeds
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planted in 70- to 80-degree soil have a
70 percent germination rate. It is still
too early—unless, of course, you have a
heated greenhouse!

Transition Fidalgo & Friends

Transition Fidalgo &Friends is an
all-volunteer group working to help our
community reduce its reliance on fossil
fuels and increase our ability to meet climate, economic, and energy challenges.
All programs are free, fun, open to all,
and selected to help build self-sufficiency, sustainability, and skills for happy,
healthy living in our community.
To see the full schedule of Skill Share
workshops that are being offered, visit
tinyurl.com/TFFskillshare.

Get Ready for Easter Eggs—in March This Year

photos by edith walden

Island children are invited to come
to the Community Center on Friday,
March 25, in late afternoon to dye Easter eggs for the Easter Bunny to hide.
(If the weather cooperates, the dyeing
might take place on the deck behind the
Guemes Island Community Church.)
On Saturday, March 26, the annual
Easter Egg Dash will start promptly at
11 a.m. at Schoolhouse Park. It’s all over
in a flash, so be prompt if you want to
see or be in on the action. If you’d like
to help the Easter Bunny hide eggs,
come to the Park at 10 a.m.
Hard-boiled and candy eggs are
needed for the Egg Dash. Please drop
off your eggs in the cooler in front of
the Community Center on Friday, the
25th. No raw eggs; please cook them.

Highlights from last year’s
festivities, clockwise from bottom left: Iona McLean decorates an egg at the Hall. Prize
baskets wait for the golden
egg winners at the Egg Dash.
Dawn Ashbach helps her
grandson Tom Ashbach and
granddaughter Brooke Ashbach decorate Easter eggs last
year; Tom and Brooke
are fourth-generation
Easter-egg participants
on Guemes. Xianna Kelley rushes after an egg
at the Egg Dash. Bettie
Woolworth enjoys her
prize basket after finding one of the golden
eggs.
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Want the Tide to flow into your
mailbox? See the article on page
2 of this issue for subscription
information.

Looking Back

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society
Edited by Win Anderson
Five Years Ago
Plans are announced for continued basic services to islanders during an eight-week shutdown of the M/V Guemes while
major repairs are made to the dock at Mangan’s Landing.
The company that brought cable TV to Guemes in 1989,
Index Cable, plans to sell the system to Mount Baker Cable.
—Guemes Tide, March 2011

Meteorologists said the flooding was the result of low barometric pressure, high winds, heavy rain, and high tides.
Captain Al Bacetich is the subject of a feature by Betty
Crookes.
Representative Jeff Morris cuts a deal with Verizon Communications to make all (landline) phone calls within Skagit
County local calls.
—Evening Star, March 2006

courtesy anacortes american

Twenty Years Ago
The Guemes Island Fire Department’s first “modern”
Ten Years Ago
pumper will be sold to make room for a 1970 model recently
On February 4, a rare combination of natural phenomobtained. The 1955 model being retired has just 5,000 miles
ena sends floodwaters into houses and piles up driftwood in
on the odometer but lacks such amenities as four-wheel drive,
the yards of homes on low-lying beaches around the island.
automatic transmission, and power
steering.
Islander Bruce
Adkins was busy
searching for injured birds following the spill of
“several barrels”
of oil from the
tanker Neptune
in February.
Adkins says just
a few lightly oiled
birds were spotted
out of reach and he
thought they may
This was the “welcome aboard” scene at the Guemes ferry dock 50 years ago as the fire department delivered its
not have needed
newest pumper, a 1955 Ford to replace a 1935 model on loan from the Anacortes department. (See page 1 for
Guemes’s latest new fire truck.) The reception featured “ringing bells and honking horns and enthusiastic cheers.” help to recover.
—Evening Star,
Fire Chief Ralph Pettersen is at far right, and Commissioner Allen Veal is nearest the truck on the left side. This was
March 1996
the third model in service since the department was formed in 1961. —Anacortes American, January 27, 1966

