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Ferry Fares Increase on October 1
Punch Cards Refunded Until October 30
By Tom Murphy
On September 8, Skagit County
Commissioners Ron Wesen and Lisa
Janicki voted to approve the ferry-fare
increase sought by the Skagit County
Public Works Department. Board chairman Ken Dahlstedt was absent from
this meeting but sent words of support
for the increase via Public Works Director Dan Berentson. The increase became
effective October 1.
The new nonpeak rates appear on
the ferry sailing schedule inserted in this
issue of the Tide. The new peak fares can
be found at the Public Works web page
at skagitcounty.net or on linetime.org.

Few public comments

Punch-card refunds approved

In addition to asking for a resolution
to raise fares, Rowe also asked for a temporary resolution that would allow for
a “one-time reimbursement for the unused portions of punch cards,” if those
cards are not used by September 30.
This resolution was also approved.
Rowe explained that forms are available at the Anacortes terminal to fill out
and send to the county for reimbursement, and that the deadline for sending
forms in is October 30. Refunds cannot
be made at the terminal and will not be
considered after October 30. (See en-

closed refund application.)
She also suggested that people make
a copy of the form they fill out and a
copy of the unused punch card in case
there is any issue with the requested reimbursement. Forms and unused punch
cards must be mailed to Public Works
or brought to the Public Works office at
1800 Continental Place, Mount
Vernon, WA 98273.
(continued on page 4)

Haulout FAQs
The M/V Guemes is scheduled
to return on October 25. During the
haulout, passenger-only service will
be provided on the regular schedule by the M/V Strait Arrow.
You can see “Frequently Asked
Questions” (and answers) about the
haulout at linetime.org.

edith walden

Prior to the vote, Ferry Operations
Division Manager Rachel Rowe described the public comment period on
the proposed increases that was open
from July 15 through August 18.
During this time, the commissioners held a well-attended Public Forum
on Guemes Island (see page 1 of the
September Tide) in addition to a public hearing on the proposed fare increase
on August 18. Seven islanders spoke at
the August 18 public hearing, including
three members of the Guemes Island
Ferry Committee (GIFC).
At the September 8 meeting, Rowe
mentioned that most of the eight written comments she received during the
comment period concerned the concept
of a Ferry District and an Enterprise
Fund. She stated that the comments
regarding the fare increase were mostly concerned with cost issues, and that

addressing those “should involve both
raising revenues within the ferry system
while also cutting and controlling costs,
and obtaining funding from noncounty
sources when and where possible.”

The ferry line stretched all the way to the Guemes Island Community Church (about a half
mile) on the morning of September 24 as islanders ran final errands to bring supplies back
before the car ferry went out of service on September 27.
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Letters
Graced by kindness

The Dear Guemes friends,
After 40 years of living part of every
year on Guemes Island (and as many
holidays as we could manage), we were
planning to move this summer, hoping to simplify our situation and find
an easier style of life. With the attentive
and kind help of our realtor, Karen Everett, we started the process.
It was not until we stepped off this
island and actually looked at other places—many quite wonderful—that we
knew, as the song in Camelot suggests,
“If ever [we] could leave you, it wouldn’t
be in summer . . .” or in fall . . . or in

springtime. We returned from our exploration to hear the heron squawking,
the waves lapping on shore, and to see
the mountain turning pink in the sunset. We have been graced by the kindness, the talents, the support, and the
rich friendship of so many on this island.
So, with the gracious response
of Karen, we took our house off the
market. We want to thank all of you
Guemians for the opportunity to continue to live among you in such a positive, beautiful, and purposeful environment.
—Nancy and Les Larsen

Thanks to a Layout Volunteer
The Tide’s volunteer staff is exceptionally grateful to Richard Bevan, who
has stepped in to lay out this issue of the
paper so that Nick Allison, our usual
layout jockey, could take a vacation.
Richard is a longtime Decatur Island resident who recently bought a lot
on Guemes after years of visiting friends
here. He and his wife, Lesley, plan to
build on it and move here in the next

few years.
Mostly retired from a career in
teaching and management consulting, Richard keeps very busy operating
a small press, writing, traveling, hiking,
and playing competitive tennis, among
many other activities.
Thanks for pitching in! (And thanks
to Nick, who graciously provided lastminute copyediting from Europe.)

TIM WITTMAN

Bring on the Riffraffettes!

The Riffraffettes (formerly known as the GGs) made an appearance at DIGS Kitchen
on September 6. Their alter egos are (from left) Dawn Ashbach, Janice Veal, Melita
Townsend, Jackie Wittman, Sue Roberts, and Cathy Schoenberg. Tim Wittman and
Dan Burnett played a set of music for the event.
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Wild Summer Storm Knocks Out Trees and Power

edith walden

The long
drought had
stressed trees and
many came crashing down, taking
power lines with
them and blocking
roads. Volunteer
firefighters spent
four hours cutting up and moving about 15 trees
from roads on all
parts of the island An entire stand of cottonwoods blew over and exposed a bank of
roots along Edens Road.
and placing warngency. The scenario is a prompt to heed
ing cones around fallen wires.
the advice from our emergency response
team: be prepared to subsist indepenA stark reminder
dently for up to two weeks in case of an
Powerless islanders without genemergency or disaster.
erators, or without enough gasoline
We may be on our own for a long
or propane to run them for four days,
time. (See page 13 of the September
struggled through
Tide for an article about the role of the
activities of daily
Guemes Island Community Emergency
living without the
Response Team.)
many benefits of
electricity we take
for granted.
Beware downed wires
With 200,000
Our firefighters are not allowed to
other Puget Sound touch or move downed wires. They can
Energy customonly block off the wires to warn of their
ers in the area out
danger.
of power, Guemes
Guemes Island Fire Chief Gerry
was reminded that Francis told the Tide that it is illegal
we are probably
(and unsafe) to drive over a downed
not going to be
power line. Of course, it is never safe
the
first
served
in
a
to touch or try to move a downed wire,
Volunteer firefighters worked almost four hours removing fallen
widespread
emereven if it appears to be deadened.
trees and marking fallen wires on Guemes roads on August 29.

edith walden

By Edith Walden
Predominant south winds of up to 26
miles per hour, with gusts of 34 miles per
hour, were measured at the Nootka Lane
station on Guemes Island on August 29.
During a downpour from 6 to 9 a.m.,
.34 inches of rain were recorded. The
temperature during the all-day tempest
peaked at noon at 69.5 degrees Fahrenheit and averaged 63.2 degrees—downright balmy.
The consequences for islanders and
residents of most of Skagit County were
not so cheery.
At about 11:30 a.m. that Saturday,
the power went out on much of the island. Residents in Holiday Hideaway and
on South Shore Road were spared but for
the rest the outage lasted for three and a
half days until about
2:30 p.m. the following Tuesday.
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Fall Cleanup à la Lawnmower
edith walden

By Bob Anderson
After a drought season
in which all the bloom and
dormancy has been four to
six weeks early, now deadheading, fall cleanup, and
winterizing are frustratingly
early and extensive.
I am going over my gardens ruthlessly and cutting
anything that looks dead back
to the crown growth that is
emerging with fall rains. (Forget what the calendar says, fall
Bob Anderson mows the road to make leaf mulch.
began the last week of Auents for quick composting.
gust, according to my plants.)
I am even mowing leaves on the
You can cut back dead-looking shrubs at
roadsides and level areas of ratty, dried
intervals until a cut reveals a cross section where there is a green outer layer of ground covers (with the blade set
high) and adding those toppings to the
cambium.
Some shrubs may not show any signs mulch. If your compost pile or paths
need the mix, add some of this mulch
of life, but leave a few six-inch branches
(especially for fuchsias) and see if surviv- at any time. It also makes a great winter protective layer under stressed shrubs
ing roots might still form a new plant
once the soil is fully saturated.
for 2016.
This process will dull your mowAfter I gather up all the deadheads
er blade for the last few mowings of
and cuttings, I find a level lawn area
this season, but you can get it sharpand thinly spread two to three bags or
ened during winter months and have
wheelbarrow loads of the soft materiit ready for another year. Let’s hope for
al on the lawn and run over it with my
good winter rains and revival of stressed
mower. I dump the mower bag out and
plantings, and that few plants will be
do it a second time for a finer mulch
mix of leaves, bits of grass, and soft cut- lost to a bad weather season. Only
spring will tell us what survived.
tings. Then I stuff the mulch tightly in
used garbage bags that have some holes
in them and stack them out of the way
Apply for Punch-Card
where winter rains will turn them into
near-soil by spring.
Refunds on Guemes
Because it is usually a green-brown
The Skagit County Public Works
mix, each bag has the needed ingrediDepartment is hosting an Open
House on Wednesday, October
7, from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
Guemes Island Community Center.
There, islanders may fill out and
submit applications for refunds of
any remaining rides left on their
punch cards. (An application is
inserted in this issue of the Tide.)
Bring your expired punch card
to return along with the application. You will not receive a refund at
the Open House—refunds will be
mailed within 30 days of the receipt
of the punch card and application.

FERRY FARES

(continued from page 1)
A special Open House is scheduled
on Guemes on October 7 to submit refund applications (see article below).

Support for GIFC requests

Prior to voting on the resolutions,
Commissioner Wesen asked Rowe about
the requests made by the Guemes Island
Ferry Committee.
GIFC had requested that Public
Works submit a ten-year maintenance
plan for the M/V Guemes that was prepared with the assistance of a qualified
marine engineer; institute a program to
research noncounty sources of funds to
assist in the coverage of ferry expenses;
and keep GIFC informed and involved
at the earliest stages of pursuing an Enterprise Fund or a Ferry District.
Rowe responded, “Public Works is in
support of their requests and is complying with their requests.”
GIFC had requested that their recommendations become part of the new
resolution. The resolutions adopted by
the commissioners did not include any
of the three recommendations.

Ferry Committee Quarterly
Meeting On October 25
Islanders can celebrate what is scheduled to be the last day of the haulout
by attending the Guemes Island Ferry
Committee Quarterly Meeting on Sunday,
October 25, at 2 p.m. at the Guemes
Island Community Center. Agenda items
include the recent fare increase and
options for funding a new ferry.
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Burn Ban Confusion
By Edith Walden
It seems that the Skagit County
fire marshal is especially tuned in to
the Tide’s printing schedule.
As we went to print on June 29
for the July-August issue, the modified burn ban was changed to a full
burn ban—too late to rewrite. On
September 1, the day we mailed the
September issue in which we announced that the full burn ban was
still in effect, the full ban was
changed to a modified ban that
allows recreational fires.
We predicted the modified ban
would be lifted for the year on October 1, the day we mailed this issue.
However, the third-time charm seems
to have worked: the burn ban was lifted completely on September 22.
Fire Chief Gerry Francis thanks
islanders for being watchful for fire
hazards and for taking safety precautions during our long dry season of
extreme fire danger.
While several illegal fires were reported and addressed, there were no
firefighting callouts during the ban.

GIFD Welcomes New Firefighter
By Edith Walden
Matt Enos, 36, joined the
Guemes Island Fire Department
(GIFD) in August.
Matt and his husband, Eric
Kankaala, moved from San Francisco to the island in April. After
being outbid a handful of times
for homes on Vashon Island, they
discovered their Holiday Hideaway home online in a Redfin ad.
Matt came to Guemes to look
at the listed property and it was
love at first sight for the island and
the house.
Matt works full-time online as
a sales force administrator for Service Source, a technology company that manages recurring revenue
for businesses such as Adobe and
Microsoft.
He was raised in New
Orleans and served as a
lifeguard in high school
and college.
Matt met Fire Chief
Gerry Francis and Assistant Fire Chief Olivia Snell

at their Firewise Communities presentation on Memorial Day weekend and began to learn about volunteer firefighting.
Matt wanted to do something
to give back to his new community. “It’s important to be involved,”
he told the Tide.
He had already become a board
member of the Holiday Hideaway
Association, but he wanted to do
more. He hopes to enter the rigorous EMT training program in the
spring, and will be training on the
island for firefighting.
His fellow firefighters and
EMTs are pleased to have him—
especially since he lowers the average age of GIFD firefighters, they
jokingly remind him.

edith walden

Slow Loris Open Studio

edith walden

Arlo Rumpff prepares to screen-print a design on a customer’s bag at the Slow Loris Open Studio on September 13.

Matt Enos joined the Guemes Island Fire Department
in August.
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Sell Your Arts and Crafts
at the Holiday Bazaar

Fifty people have purchased all the
available tickets for the Black and White
Dinner, which will be held October 17
at the Community Center.
Lucky ticket holders should arrive at
5 p.m. for an enjoyable evening and delicious meals.
Cooks extraordinaire Lorraine Francis, Sharon Hughlitt, and Gail Messett
will prepare the choice of entrees: fruitstuffed pork, chicken cordon bleu, or
the vegetarian offering of quinoa-stuffed
portobello mushroom.
Put on your dress-up clothes (black
and white, if you have them) and prepare for the fun.
If you would like to volunteer help
for the event, contact coordinator
Emma Schroder at 588-1639.
The event is sponsored by the
Guemes Island Community Center
Association; all proceeds will benefit the
Hall.

The annual Holiday Bazaar
will be held on Saturday, November 28, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Community Center and
the Church. Local artists and
craftspeople are invited to reserve
space now for the event. This is
a great opportunity to sell your
wares to holiday shoppers.
A vendor can rent a six-foot
table for $25 or a card table for
$10. For an application, contact Janice Veal at 293-3721 or
janiceveal@gmail.com or Carol From left, Judy Fees, Kathy Finks, and Nancy Bush
Deach at caroldeach@aol.com. help with baked goods at a previous Holiday Bazaar.
Applications are due by November 20. The event is sponsored by the Guemes Island Historical Society.

(From left) Michael Grennell, Win Anderson, Jack Smith, and Elaine Anderson
are served by Anna Prewitt at last year’s Black and White Gala.

•Save the Date•

Emma Schroder advertises the Black and
White Dinner this summer.

Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think readers might want to know
about more than a month in advance.
••The annual meeting of the Guemes Island Planning and Advisory
Committee will be held on November 8 (see article on page 11).
••The annual Holiday Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 28 (see
article above). The 30th annual Woodchoppers’ Ball will be held that evening.
••The annual Holiday Community Dinner will be held on Saturday, December 12.
••The winter Guemes Island Chamber Music Series concert will be on
Sunday, December 20, at 5 p.m.

PHOTOS BY edith walden

Black and White
Dinner Reminder
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Gathering Starts for
the Season

Halloween Party for Kids
on October 30
The annual Halloween Party for island children is scheduled for Friday,
October 30, at the Community Center.
The event begins at 6 p.m. with potluck appetizers and snacks (there will be
no potluck dinner this year). Wear your

costume and of course bring your favorite howlish treat.
Kelly Bush needs lots of help decorating for the party Thursday night and
maybe Wednesday night. Contact her at
293-7439 to volunteer.

edith walden

By Lorraine Francis
It seems lately that every fall, as
we prepare to resume the Gathering Lunch program, a ferry outage is
planned. I can’t think of a better reason to stay on-island and enjoy a warm
meal and the company of your neighbors and friends.
Our volunteer cooks are again preparing a wonderful variety of meals
for a suggested donation of $5.00.
The meals are served every Thursday
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the
Guemes Island Community Church
Fellowship Hall. Free blood-pressure
checks are also available.
On October 1, chicken cheddar
rice bake will be served. The main dish
on October 8 will be autumn pork
noodle casserole. On October 15,
chicken enchiladas will be dished up,
followed on October 22 by helpings of
spaghetti marinara. Warm up on October 29 (and, we hope, celebrate the
return of the car ferry) with the comfort food of macaroni and cheese.
To request a lunch for someone
who is housebound, please contact
Lorraine Francis at 540-0920 so we are
sure to have enough.

7

A mysterious smoking cauldron presides over Halloween snacks.

The Nonagenarians
Among Us

As well as the youngsters listed below
who celebrate birthdays in October, there
are a number of notable birthdays among
the wiser set with island connections.
Congratulations to Bud Strom, who
turns 93 on October 3; Jane Read, who
turns 97 on October 7; and Audrey LaCross, who turns 92 on October 28.

Island
Birthdays
Ian McCracken turns 9 on October 6.
Liam Mast turns 10 on October 15.
Brenna Palmer-Perry turns 15 on October
16.
Hunter Danilson turns 16 on October 18.
Iona Moss-McLean turns 7 on October 20.
Madison Grassi turns 13 on October 30.
(Editors’ note: This section lists birthdays
of youngsters with island connections turning 16 or younger. To get a family member
added, contact us at editorial@guemestide.
org or 299-9999.)

Soup Supper to Return
Soup Suppers will return in October. Along with the program topics, the
frequency of the programs is yet to be
determined, according to coordinator
Connie Snell. She advises islanders to
watch the ferry-landing chalkboard and
linetime.org for future notices.
Prior to the summer hiatus, the popular gatherings occurred twice a month
on Tuesdays. A free and simple supper
of soup is prepared and served by volunteers, beginning at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of the Guemes Island Community Church. The evening’s program
begins at 7 p.m.

New Hall Scheduler
After serving admirably for several
years, Kelly Bush has passed the scheduling reins for Community Center
events to Bud Ullman. To make reservations to use the Hall for your event,
contact Bud at (541) 892-0410 or
bullman3@earthlink.net. Thanks go to
Kelly for her service.
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GICCA Prepares
for Elections

Schoolhouse Park Stage
progress

Michael Brown and Mike Gwost
gave reports on the progress of the
Schoolhouse Park Stage project. The
building permit for the project expires
on October 5. If the project is not
complete within the next six months,
the permit may be renewed for three
years for a $60 fee, Brown reported.
Gwost outlined the materials that
have been purchased and delivered
to the site and that are ready for the
construction phase. He received permission from the board to use the
Pavilion as a staging area for future work
during the winter. He expects to have a
“rebar-bending party” in the near future.
Brown pointed out that even though
the stage itself has not risen into form,
significant infrastructure work has been
completed this year.

Card tables, popcorn machine,
and more

Other items on the agenda included
the following reports:
• Twelve new card tables have been
purchased to replace the rickety old
ones.
• The donated popcorn machine has
been renovated and is in working order.

edith walden

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Community
Center Association (GICCA) met on
September 17 after a summer hiatus and
discussed a long list of agenda items.
Of note are upcoming elections for
the expiring terms of Norm Prewitt,
Lynne Myall, and Jon Petrich. Prewitt
indicated that he did not want to act
as treasurer any longer but had not decided whether he will run for reelection
as a trustee. Myall (who was absent) and
Petrich did not indicate if they would
run for reelection. Nominations will
be accepted at the October meeting of
GICCA on October 15; the election
will be held at the November 19 meeting. You must have the person’s permission to nominate him or her.

GICCA board members (from left) Norm Prewitt, Jon Petrich, Kathleen Phillips, Julie Pingree, Kelly Bush, and Rob Schroder resumed regular meetings on September 17.
(Board member Lynne Myall could not attend.)

• Movie nights at the Hall may
occur once the appropriate licensing
is obtained.
• Two new barbecues have been purchased.
• The 30th Woodchoppers’ Ball will
be held on November 28 with Andy
Koch and Da Beez.
• Kathleen Phillips described results
of a meeting with architect Cynthia
Richardson, who had presented drawings for a possible expansion of the
Community Center. More decisions
need to be made by community groups
before proceeding.
• Rob Schroder described work he is
doing to maintain two portable propane
generators that support the Community
Center. Several community members
questioned why the Community Center didn’t have a large standby generator
since the Hall is supposed to be a shelter
for islanders in case of an emergency or
disaster.
• The board unanimously voted to

purchase directors and officers insurance
for one year for about $700.
• Norm Prewitt presented a draft of
a letter to the attorneys of the Friendly
Island Corporation (the owner of Anderson’s General Store) to inform them
that the Guemes Island Community
Club changed its name in 1984 to the
Guemes Island Community Center Association, one year after an easement
onto the beach property now owned
by the Friendly Island Corporation
had been granted to the Guemes Island
Community Club. GICCA maintains
the recorded easement is still valid.
• The idea of sponsoring an open mic
night and inviting the DIGS Kitchen
food truck to the Hall received a favorable reception.
• A discussion about extra garbage
cans and leftover food in the refrigerator/freezer led to some possible solutions.
The next meeting of GICCA will be
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, October 15.
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The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When

What

Time

October 2015
Where

Contact

Regularly	
  Scheduled	
  Exercise	
  Classes
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
9:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
Hall
Elke	
  Macartney	
  770-‐7831
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
Hall
Sue	
  Gwost	
  293-‐5708
Wednesdays
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
9:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
Hall
Elke	
  Macartney	
  770-‐7831
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
Hall
Sue	
  Gwost	
  293-‐5708
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Fridays
Island	
  Events	
  by	
  the	
  Day
Oct.	
  1,	
  Thu.
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Chicken	
  Cheddar	
  Rice
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Oct.	
  2,	
  Fri.
Meditation
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
Church
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Oct.	
  3,	
  Sat.
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Oct.	
  4,	
  Sun.
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Oct.	
  5,	
  Mon.
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation
9:30	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
A	
  Course	
  in	
  Miracles
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
4709	
  S	
  Shore	
  Dr Cleo	
  Bouffiou	
  466-‐1382
Oct.	
  6,	
  Tues.
Brown	
  Bag	
  Book	
  Club
1:30	
  pm
Snell's
Connie	
  Snell	
  708-‐3589
Oct.	
  7,	
  Wed.
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Oct.	
  8,	
  Thu.
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Pork	
  Noodle	
  Casserole
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Hall
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Men's	
  Book	
  Club
7:00	
  pm
Church
George	
  Meekins	
  840-‐9391
Oct.	
  9,	
  Fri.
Meditation
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
Church
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Oct.	
  10,	
  Sat.
GIPOA	
  Board	
  Meeting
9:30	
  am
Library
Howard	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Oct.	
  11,	
  Sun.
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Kids	
  Story	
  Hour
2:00	
  -‐	
  3:00	
  pm
Library
Sarah	
  Sibley	
  206-‐992-‐3434
Oct.	
  12,	
  Mon.
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
9:30	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Columbus	
  Day
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Fire	
  Commissioners
7:00	
  pm
Fire	
  Hall
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Historical	
  Society
7:00	
  pm
Church
Carol	
  Deach	
  708-‐2726
Oct.	
  13,	
  Tues.
Knitting	
  Night
7:00	
  pm
Pellett's
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Oct.	
  14,	
  Wed.
Women's	
  Fellowship
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Oct.	
  15,	
  Thu.
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Chicken	
  Enchiladas
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
GICCA	
  Meeting
7:00	
  pm
Hall
Kathleen	
  Phillips	
  299-‐0068
Oct.	
  16,	
  Fri.
Meditation
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
Church
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
All	
  events	
  listed	
  are	
  open	
  to	
  the	
  public	
  (some	
  require	
  preregistration).	
  	
  Asterisk	
  (*)	
  indicates	
  fee	
  for	
  event.
Mondays

Strength-‐Building	
  Group
Zumba*
Yoga
Strength-‐Building	
  Group
Zumba*
Yoga
Strength-‐Building	
  Group

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When
Oct.	
  17,	
  Sat.
Oct.	
  18,	
  Sun.
Oct.	
  19,	
  Mon.

Oct.	
  21,	
  Wed.

Oct.	
  22,	
  Thu.
Oct.	
  23,	
  Fri.
Oct.	
  24,	
  Sat.
Oct.	
  25,	
  Sun.
Oct.	
  26,	
  Mon.

Oct.	
  27,	
  Tues.
Oct.	
  28,	
  Wed.
Oct.	
  29,	
  Thu.
Oct.	
  30,	
  Fri.

Oct.	
  31,	
  Sat.
HALLOWEEN

What
Library	
  open
Black	
  &	
  White	
  Dinner
Church	
  Service
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
Library	
  open
A	
  Course	
  in	
  Miracles
GIPAC
Library	
  Book	
  Club
Women's	
  Fellowship
Library	
  open
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Spaghetti	
  Marinara
Meditation
Library	
  open
Library	
  open
Church	
  Service
	
  Ferry	
  Committee	
  Quarterly	
  Meeting
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
Library	
  open
Cemetery	
  Commissioners	
  Meeting
Knitting	
  Night
Women's	
  Fellowship
Library	
  open
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Macaroni	
  and	
  Cheese
Meditation
Library	
  open
Kids	
  Halloween	
  Party
Library	
  open

Time
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
5:00	
  pm
9:30	
  am
9:30	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
6:30	
  pm
8:00	
  pm
11:00	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
9:30	
  am
2:00	
  pm
9:30	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
6:00	
  pm
7:00	
  pm
11:00	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
6:00	
  pm
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm

October 2015
Where
Library
Hall
Church
Church
Library
4709	
  S	
  Shore	
  Dr
Church
Library
Church
Library
Church
Church
Library
Library
Church
Hall
Church
Library
Fire	
  Hall
Pellett's
Church
Library
Church
Church
Library
Hall
Library

Contact
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Emma	
  Schroder	
  588-‐1639
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Cleo	
  Bouffiou	
  466-‐1382
Patty	
  Rose	
  206-‐660-‐7697
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Steve	
  Orsini	
  293-‐5689
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Angie	
  Veal	
  941-‐1930
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Kelly	
  Bush	
  293-‐7439
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128

To	
  add	
  your	
  event,	
  email:	
  calendar@guemestide.org	
  (by	
  the	
  15th	
  of	
  the	
  month).
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Preparing for the Haulout

Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe (right) works with Traffic Technician Drew Miles two days before the ferry haulout loading sandbags to weight
down directional signs during the ferry outage.

Guemes Postal Carrier from 1949
Visits Historical Society
By Holiday Matchett with Sally Stapp
Lavern Deane, known by friends as
“Diz,” a former carrier of the U.S. mail
on Guemes Island, spoke to the Guemes
Island Historical Society on September 14. Lavern, born in 1921, surprised
the Historical Society audience with
his agile memory of his experiences on
Guemes.
His acquaintance with Guemes began with his mother’s brother, Dewey McFadden, and the Gould family,
who were relatives and who all lived on
Guemes. His mother would bring the
Deane children from the Lake Erie area
of Anacortes to Guemes, where they
all worked picking cherries in his uncle’s orchard. Lavern remembers being
picked up at the ferry landing by a horse
and buggy, and playing with his cousins.
Lavern fought with the U.S. Navy
in WWII. He served on a yard minesweeper off the coast of Manila and experienced a close call. After carrying
the mail by foot in Anacortes for five
years following his return from the war,
Lavern became the “rural carrier” on
Guemes in 1949, staying on the job until 1962.
The ferry captain at that time was

Bill Beesner. Lavern would drive a 1946
Plymouth onto the 9:30 or 10 a.m. ferry and leave on the 1 p.m., about 100
mailboxes later. His many memories of
those years included high waves from
heavy seas washing over the deck and up
to the car’s running boards. He enjoyed
the daily stops at Meta and “Whick”
Whicker’s North Beach house for a chat
and a Coke. Desi and Cliff Wiegel often
met him at their mailbox with armloads
full of garden produce, and with sauerkraut.
Lavern became the Anacortes postmaster in 1962 and ended his Guemes
route. That was the year that Lavern and
Charlie Funk and their wives bought
three of Claudia and Lowell Ashbach’s
rental cabins on North Beach next to
the Ashbach family home. His “fish and
crab” tales include his buddies Charlie Funk, Bill Everett, Shorty Hunt, and
Earl Cahail.
In 1982, Lavern retired. He and his
wife, “Prunie,” built a new house a few
lots north of their first cabin. Now he is
able to watch the wildlife in the ponds
behind his home and observe the activities of the Salish Sea from his view of
North Beach and beyond.
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GIPAC Election
November 8
The Guemes Island Planning and
Advisory Committee (GIPAC) will hold
its annual meeting on Sunday, November 8, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Community Center.
There are two positions with expiring terms that will need to be filled:
Sandy McKean is retiring from his position, while Allen Bush Jr. will run for
reelection. Both positions are for threeyear terms.
In addition to the election, a review
of the committee’s work for the year
will be presented. Michael Brown will
describe how to design your own water-catchment system on Guemes that
adheres to current county regulations.
He will cite examples from his own system and those belonging to Deb Bear
and the Foutses, Steve and Ginger Orsini, and Nancy Fox and Nick Allison.
GIPAC plans to host a tour of these systems in the spring.

bikespot
bicycle repair

sales & service
parts & accessories
210 Commercial Ave.
360-588-1676

Are You Ready for
Renewable Energy?

Consultations
with Ian Woofenden

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies
Renewable
Energy Systems
Energy Efficient
Home Strategies
Guemes Island
Renewable Energy Tours

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520
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New Bunker Gear Arrives for Firefighters
By Edith Walden
Guemes Island’s volunteer firefighters are better protected now, thanks to
some recent equipment upgrades.
Washington State law requires that
personal protective equipment for firefighters be retired every 10 years. In addition, National Fire Protection Association regulations require that the
equipment, known as “bunker gear,”
must be capable of withstanding temperatures of 400 degrees Fahrenheit for
one minute in structural firefighting
conditions.
Last year, during a live-fire training
drill, the aging helmet (manufactured in
1990) that Lieutenant Olivia Snell was
wearing began to melt in the heat (see
photo). In 2014, a citizen made a generous donation that enabled the Guemes
Island Fire Department (GIFD) to purchase three sets of the expensive equipment: coats, pants, helmets, gloves,

boots, and hoods to replace some of the
department’s aged equipment (including
the melted helmet).
This September, GIFD received
11 sets of bunker gear that were funded through a grant of $23,475 from
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s Assistance to Firefighters
Grants Program. The department’s required five-percent match amounted to
$1,174. These sets replace the remaining
gear that was manufactured in 2003 and
2004. The retired gear will be donated
(for an example, see page 1 of the November 2014 Tide).

so, the gear will not protect a firefighter
from all burns or injuries.
A full set of bunker gear can
weigh 25 pounds, not including the
23 pounds of self-contained breathing
apparatus firefighters must wear to fight
a fire. Heat stress is always a danger for
fire personnel.
The next time you pay your property
or income taxes, be thankful that some
of the money came back home to keep
our dedicated firefighters safe while they
try to keep us safe.

Keeping our volunteers safe

edith walden

edith walden

Every day, our neighbors who volunteer as firefighters are prepared to risk
their lives to protect lives and property
on Guemes. The severe wildfire conditions in the West this year, and the injuries to and deaths of firefighters, are
grim reminders of the risks
our firefighters take when
they suit up for a fire.
The bunker gear is expensive ($2,667 per set) because it is so well designed.
The pants and coats aren’t
just overpriced Carhartts.
The garments are constructed of three layers: the outer
shell, a moisture barrier, and
a thermal barrier.
The outer shell can be
separated from the liner,
which consists of a film and
textile to keep liquid from
penetrating and is sewn to a
thermal barrier that provides
insulation. All three layers
must be worn together to
provide full protection. Other features include reflective
trim; lettering of the name
of the firefighter; pockets
for specialized equipment;
closure hardware; reinforcements on shoulders, elbows,
knees, coat-sleeve ends, and
pants cuffs; suspenders; and
Fire Chief Gerry Francis proudly displays new bunker
a drag-rescue device. Even
gear for Guemes firefighters.

This is what can happen in a fire when
personal equipment gets too old.
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Yadi Young to Lead Costa Rica Tour

PHOTOS COURTESY YADI YOUNG

By Edith Walden
Islander Yadi Young, a native Costa
Rican, will be leading her sixth tour for
Guemians to share her experiences of
growing up in San José and environs.
The group will leave Seattle on January
29, 2016, and return on February 11.
For $1,871(not including airfare) you
will have a leisurely tour of waterfalls,
volcanoes, beaches, tropical rain forests, thermal waters, and hanging bridges and will commune with butterflies,
birds, frogs, and other wildlife.

An endangered scarlet macaw heals at Zoo Ave, a rehabilitation
center in Alajuela, Costa Rica.

Anne Casperson (right) visits a food stand on the way to Quepos
with Yadi Young’s tour group in 2012.

The cost of the
tour includes all
hotel accommodations (based on
double occupancy) and fees to all
venues, in addition to all breakfasts and all but

six lunches and seven dinners. The tour
is limited to 15 participants; there are
currently openings for 7 more travelers.
The itinerary includes:
• Braulio Carrillo National Park, with
both a daytime and a nighttime tour of
the rain forest and cloud forest to observe flora and fauna
• Manuel Antonio National Park,
with white-sand beach lounging and
swimming, hikes, and optional guided
tours of the biodiverse marine environment and coral reefs
• Punta Leona Resort, with more
white-sand beaches and a wildlife reserve inhabited by more than 350 tropical bird species
• San José for city adventures
• Irazú Volcano National Park and the
Basilica of Los Angeles in Cartago
• La Fortuna to see the Arenal volcano, a hike to the Arenal Hanging
Bridges, a visit to hot springs at Tabacón
Grand Spa Thermal Resort and at Eco
Termales, and watching the Super Bowl
if desired.
The group will also visit the Poás
Volcano, La Paz waterfalls, and a coffee
plantation, and will share food and music with a Costa Rican family.
For more information or to make a
reservation, contact Yadi at 293-9271 or
yyoung2009@hotmail.com.
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A Favorable Fall Festival

PHOTOS BY edith walden

By Edith Walden
After all the heat this summer,
the coolness on September 5 was a relief to festival-goers at the annual Fall
Festival.
Thirteen vendors sold their wares

In addition to bringing income
to the local artisans, the event raised
a little more than $900 for the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship
Fund.
The fund supports scholarships for
outstanding high-school students on
Guemes. The Fall Festival is currently
sponsored by the Guemes Island Property Owners Association.

Terre Scappini sells her handmade quilts.

to a good crowd of shoppers, and the
busy bakers of the Women’s Fellowship and other donors made sure there
were plenty of baked goods for the
sweet-toothed among the browsers.

Jim Nichol and Anne Casperson prepare
hot dogs and grilled onions.

In between shopping, patrons
stopped for famous Guemes hot dogs
with grilled onions,
the sale of which
raised $310 to benefit the Guemes Island Community
Center.
Picnic tables set
out in front of the
Hall were an enticement to visit with
friends and neighbors while enjoying a bite to eat and
the beginning of fall
weather.
Tim Wittman displays his carved wooden bowls.

Living Democracy
Group Petitions
Commissioners
By Edith Walden
Members of Living Democracy
Skagit presented a petition with nearly
2,000 signatures to the Skagit County
Board of Commissioners on September 22, asking the county to establish a
community bill of rights.
With guidance from the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund
(CELDF) and their Democracy School,
the grassroots group formed in 2012
and began gathering signatures to promote the Skagit County community’s
rights to legislate protections for local
natural resources.
Approximately 150 signatures were
gathered on Guemes Island. The proposed community bill of rights is endorsed by the Guemes Island Property
Owners Association, the Guemes Island Community Emergency Response
Team, and the Guemes Island Environmental Trust.
Islander Juby Fouts spoke on behalf
of the group to Commissioners Ron
Wesen and Lisa Janicki (Commissioner
Ken Dahlstedt was absent) during the
public comment session, asking them
to gather a broad cross-section of Skagit
County residents to draft an ordinance
that would establish the bill of rights by
March 22, 2016.
Howard Pellett continued the
group’s presentation by delivering the
signed petitions and endorsements from
many individuals and organizations
throughout the county.
At least 160 other communities, cities, counties, and townships have adopted similar bills of rights to protect
their environments and natural resources from threats such as fracking, gas
pipelines, and dumping of toxic sewage
sludge. The Skagit County proposal advocates:
• Protection of the Skagit River, clean
air, clean water, clean beaches, and sustainable farming
• Residents’ rights to determine major
(continued on page 15)
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Passarellis Celebrate 60th Anniversary

LIVING DEMOCRACY PETITION

Notice

Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting,
October 12, 2015
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.
Public welcome.





·
 

·
 







By Edith Walden
Don and Anne Passarelli celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary on September 3. They marked the event with
their daughter Betsy by joining Kit and
Carol Harma, who were celebrating their
43rd anniversary, for dinner in Anacortes.
Don, a junior at Cornell, met Anne,
a freshman at Radcliffe, the summer of
1953 in the Berkshires, where they both
had summer jobs.
They went out a few times, and when
they returned to their colleges, Anne
maintained a correspondence. “She had
beautiful printed handwriting,” Don remembers. They tried to get together every Anne and Don near their 60th anniversary
couple of months whenever they could
catch a ride.
and honeymooned at her aunt’s house
for a long weekend in New Hampshire.
Don’s military career took them from
Syracuse to Tyndall Air Force Base in
Florida and Opheim Air Force Station
in Montana. Don completed his service
and was discharged from Great Falls,
Montana.
They both pursued teaching careers
in elementary education and taught on
Long Island for several years. They came
west for the first time when Don attended a training program at Stanford University for experienced teachers.
Anne received a master’s degree in
library science from the University of
California, Berkeley, and was recruited
by Paul Allen’s father for a job at the new
undergraduate library at the University
of Washington.
The couple settled with their three
daughters and one son in the Madrona
neighborhood in Seattle. Don spent the
remainder of his career as an elementary
librarian in Bellevue, and Anne spent 20
years as a librarian at the University of
Don and Anne Passarelli were married
Washington. They bought their current
September 3, 1955.
property on South Shore Road in 1986
Don graduated in sociology and, hav- and moved here full-time in 2001.
ing completed ROTC training, was sent
When asked about the key to a sucto Syracuse, where he worked as a public cessful marriage, Don succinctly summinformation officer in an Air Force rearized (with a glint in his eye): “comprocruiting office. They continued to cormise.” Anne believes the key is “doing a
respond and visit each other. After Anne lot of things you enjoy together.” Both
graduated in general studies in 1955,
Don and Anne sang in choirs and enjoy
they married in the front yard of Anne’s classical music. Here’s hoping the music
family’s home in Chappaqua, New York, continues for years to come.

COURTESY THE PASSARELLIS

edith walden

(continued from page 14)
development in their neighborhoods
• Workers’ rights to participate in determining terms and conditions of employment
• Rapid transition to the use of carbon-free power sources
• Recognition of the rights of all humans to freedom, justice, and peace
The commissioners thanked the
group for their presentation, but seemed
unconvinced that such a proposal was
legally possible.
Janicki noted, “I probably have more
questions than answers at this point
about the specifics of the petition for
a community bill of rights. There are a
number of things in here that are so specific . . . it certainly gives me pause.”
She added, “I do appreciate your confidence in the system and in elected offices. The big issues are things we should
be thinking about. We have to be here
to look for the bigger picture.”
Wesen encouraged the group to participate in land-use zoning decisions and
the 2016 update of the Comprehensive
Plan.
“We all chose to live here for a reason. Skagit County is a beautiful place.
It’s our job to make sure we make good
choices for future generations,” he stated, adding his appreciation for what the
group is trying to do.
For more information about community bills of rights and CELDF, see
celdf.org.
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Sea Stars Healthy on Guemes This Year
Overall Population Has Significantly Declined

Sampling discrepancies

There are some sampling problems
with the local observations. Monitoring in 2014 didn’t start until the die-off
was underway, so the maximum num-

ber of local sea stars prior to the onset
of SSWS is not known. Monitoring
stopped in August with the end of the
daytime low tides. Reports from other
areas in Washington where divers continued monitoring through the winter and/or where observers went out on
the shoreline at midnight in midwinter indicated that the die-off continued
through last winter.

Cause eludes scientists

Sea Star Wasting Syndrome is associated with a virus that has been known
to be present in these waters since the
1940s. Why it is affecting sea stars now
and only sea stars is not known. There
are no other virus-caused diseases that
cause the swift and dramatic decay of
animal tissue as is seen with SSWS. Environment factors, such as proximity
to sewage outflows and shipping lanes,
have been examined with no correlation found.
Lauren Fuess at the University of
Texas is looking to see if temperature
stress is changing sea-star immune response. “The sea stars protect the rocky
shores, keeping them from becoming dominated by mussels,” Fuess said.
“When you remove the sea stars, you
see dramatic declines in other species,
so basically you go from a diverse ecosystem to a mussel-coated beach.”
Water and air temperatures in the
Puget Sound and open Pacific Ocean
were even higher this summer than last
year. The purple sea stars are interesting
in that they spend the vast majority of
their time immersed in cold water, yet
they can tolerate being out of the water and exposed to full sun for hours at
a time. At the Guemes site where they
were monitored every two weeks since
April, the population was as high in
August as it was in April, although it
was still about half of what it was in the
summer of 2014.
Dr. Melissa Minor, who is based
in Bellingham from the University
of California, Santa Cruz, is the cocoordinator of sea-star monitoring in

the Pacific Northwest. She reports that
this year’s regional monitoring is showing a “significant decrease in population
size compared to the long-term mean
prior to this SWSS event, and a low
prevalence of disease.” In an email she
comments, “It’s interesting that you saw
very little evidence of disease at your
Guemes sites.
All the sites in the Bellingham region
have had higher levels of disease, and
diseased animals have also been reported
from sites further south in Puget Sound.
The one place in Washington where disease was rare this summer (although
high over the winter/spring) was on the
Olympic Coast.
We were (as of June/July) still finding healthy adults and in some areas, juveniles, at all Washington sites. I think
this next year will be an important one
to continue following populations, as
it is looking like it could be a strong
El Niño year, and we know high-water
temp[erature]s stress stars.”
Dr. Minor says the presence of
SSWS in some animals this year means
that not all of the survivors have immunity to SSWS.

A Miniature Library

edith walden

By Kit Harma
Taking advantage of the last daytime low tides of the summer on the
first weekend of August, 10 volunteers
searched for sea stars (Pisaster ochraceus,
the iconic purple ones) on the shoreline of Guemes Island from Clark Point
to Cook’s Cove and around all of Jack
Island. Led by an astonishing tally of
341 sea stars on Jack Island by first-time
monitors Ralph and Ann Menderhausen, the team saw 451 sea stars in three
days, as well as dozens more underwater
or on cliff sides that couldn’t be counted. The Guemes team is one of seven
teams in the Puget Sound area checking
on sea stars.
Of all of these animals, plus dozens of others that have been sighted in
regular monitoring since April of this
year, there was only one animal (on
Jack Island) displaying indications of
Sea Star Wasting Syndrome (SSWS).
Last year SSWS swept the West Coast
from Alaska to San Diego, killing fifty
to ninety percent of the Pisasters. The
numbers for Guemes Island last summer reflected what was happening on
the whole coast—up to eighty percent
of the Guemes sea stars were suffering
and dying.
In March, the first Guemes sightings
of survivors of the die-off of 2014 were
observed. The size of the animals indicated that they were adults who were
not affected by SWSS and who migrated into areas where the sea-star population was nearly wiped out last year.
In addition to the Menderhausens
and guests Jim Cokas and Penny Perkins, Sally Stapp, Carol Steffy, Luther
and Maryam Schutz, Gary Curtis, and
Kit Harma participated in the early August monitoring event. Additional observations have been provided by Yossarian Day, Kathy Finks, and Connie Snell.

Sue Roberts looks for a book in her
Tidewater Road lending library, which
was recently built by her neighbor
Larry Blackmer. People are free to take
and leave books at their leisure.
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Hunting Season Update

Land Trust Raises Funds for Mountain Property
Skagit Land Trust Development &
Communications Director Lynne Jordan hosted an information table at
DIGS Kitchen on September 17 to encourage islanders to pledge support to
the trust’s Guemes Forever Campaign.
By September 30, the trust had received pledges for enough money to

purchase an additional 9.5 acres on top
of Guemes Mountain that will be preserved forever.
More than 100 individuals, the majority of whom are from Guemes, have
donated money.
Further funds are still needed for
maintenance and stewardship.

edith walden

Hunters with muzzleloader shotguns
have their season on Guemes from October 3–11. Any deer is eligible, according to the Department of Fish and
Wildlife. Modern firearm (shotgun)
hunters will get their opportunity from
October 17 through 31 for any deer.
Second hunts will be available by
permit and include a muzzleloader
season from October 3–11, with 20
permits available for antlerless deer.
Modern firearm hunters have a similar
hunt October 17–30, with 30 permits
available. November and December
hunting seasons will be announced in
later editions of the Tide.
Hunting is allowed from one-half
hour before sunrise and until one-half
hour after sunset. Violations such as
using artificial lights, shooting from or
across a road, or hunting in an impaired
condition can be reported to the State
Patrol at 757-1175.
Trespassing can be reported to the
sheriff’s office via 911. It is not necessary
to post your property. Hunters must secure permission to hunt on private land.
Thanks to Willard Edmunds for
providing this information.
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On September 17, Lynne Jordan presented information about the Skagit Land Trust’s
efforts to preserve land on Guemes Mountain.

Philip McCracken Exhibits at Burton Jewelers

edith walden

Night Flowers, an oil painting by Philip McCracken, is on display with other mixed-media paintings and drawings of
his at Burton Jewelers in Anacortes. Also exhibited in the show, called Inspired by Nature, are sculpture by Peregrine
O’Gormley and jewelry by Doug Burton.
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Five Years Ago

The process of becoming an
emergency medical technician
(EMT) is outlined from the
example of Gerry Francis, who two
years earlier joined the Guemes
Island Fire Department at age 66.
The Skagit County Planning
Commission unanimously approves
a recommendation for the Board of
County Commissioners to adopt
Mary Johns Blackinton, native wife of Lucius Blackthe Guemes Island Subarea Plan
inton, stands with an unidentified visitor at the turn
submitted by the island’s Planning
of the 20th century. The tree in the foreground is
and Advisory Committee.
Charlotte Clifton of Anderson’s believed to be the beech that today dominates the
property off Beechnut Tree Lane.
General Store reports the results of
Planning and Advisory Committee.
the Guemes “Bike Island” campaign
Hospital and elder-care volunteer Jan
designed to encourage alternative
Iversen announces her candidacy for Island
transportation on Guemes in
Hospital commissioner.
coordination with National Bike to
—Evening Star, October 2005
Work Week the previous spring. More
than 3,000 miles were logged by store
employees and others between May 21 Twenty Years Ago
Guemes Island Library president Carol
and Labor Day, she said.
—Guemes Tide, October 2010 Pellett announces the institution’s opening
celebration October 18.
Frea Woofenden submits her first
Ten Years Ago
A rarely seen invasive saltwater plant, contribution to her “Guemes Book of
spartina anglica, is dug up and disposed World Records” column in the Star—the
of by island volunteers after its discovery measurements of Bob Benjesdorf ’s beech
tree: 20-foot-4-inch circumference; drip
on the tidelands off South Shore
line diameter of 114 feet.
Road following a shoreline inventory
—Evening Star, October 1995
undertaken by the Guemes Island

Ninety-Five Years Ago
A “Suffragjest”
They have taken all our
whiskey, they have taken all our
beer,
They have made the land a
desert and have left us sitting here
With a dry and puckered
whistle which will scarcely play a
note—
We fools who loudly argued
that the women ought to vote.
I have rode the bucking cayuce
[sic] across the desert sage
And I’ve done a lot of tramping,
for a fellow of my age;
And I have trailed the patient
boro across the snowy hill,
But I never once suspected that
the good, old, cider mill
Would be left to rust in silence
’neath the laden apple tree,
When the weary trip was ended
and the home hearth called for me,
But I find that home’s a desert,
there’s a cobweb in my throat—
I’m the sucker who once argued
that the women ought to vote . . .
(Charley Gant’s lament, the first of
four verses printed on the front page of
the Guemes Beachcomber, October 4,
1920)

