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Planning Commission
To Hold Marijuana
Hearing on April 7

Mayor Gere Comes to Guemes

By Edith Walden
Anacortes Mayor Laurie Gere and
City Council member Liz Lovelett
met with 18 islanders on March 12 in
the Loft of Anderson’s General Store.
Acknowledging
that Guemes Islanders depend on
Anacortes for many
services, Gere and
Lovelett welcomed
the opportunity
to meet and share
Anacortes City Council member Liz Lovelett (left) and Mayor
ideas with their
northern neighbors Laurie Gere met with islanders on Guemes on March 12.
across the water.
Although Guemes is considered part of
to focus on balancing the needs for jobs
unincorporated Anacortes, the city has
and development with the need to prono governing jurisdiction over islanders. tect the very special Anacortes environThe meeting had been organized by
ment and forest lands.
Bob Anderson and Gail Nicolls, and
Anderson started the conversation by
A request for diagonal parking
asking Gere what changes she had made on 6th Street
in her first year as mayor. Gere replaced
When the meeting was opened for
Dean Maxwell, who had served as may- questions, Ferry Committee chair Steve
or for 20 years.
Orsini raised the issue of lost parking
Gere stated that the main change
spaces on the Anacortes side that had rewas to open city government up to citisulted from the installation of Kiwanis
zen input. Lovelett confirmed that Gere Waterfront Park.
had changed the style of the city council
Noting that 62,000 vehicles use the
to one of transparency and respect for
ferry each year, he urged Gere to reincitizens’ ideas.
state diagonal parking in the ferry lane
Gere stated that Anacortes is now
during ferry outages. Gere seemed genutaking the initiative in planning for the
inely interested but noted that she had
future by working on the 2016 update
been warned that the subject of 6th
of the city’s comprehensive plan, which
Street ferry parking was a hot topic with
requires a 20-year outline for meeting
the street’s residents.
forecasted growth. She wants the city
(continued on page 5)
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By Edith Walden
The Skagit County Planning Commission, a citizen advisory board, will
hold a public hearing to receive comments about the proposed permanent
regulations regarding marijuana facilities
in Skagit County on Tuesday, April 7,
at 6 p.m. at 1800 Continental Place in
Mount Vernon.
Comments at the public hearing are
limited to three minutes per speaker. It
is recommended that speakers also submit written comments.
The proposed regulations will prohibit all growing and processing of marijuana on Guemes Island. No outdoor
growing of marijuana would be allowed
in any part of the county.
In other parts of the county, the proposed regulations would require that
growing/processing facilities must:
• be licensed by the Washington State
Liquor Control Board
• be located primarily in industrial
zones or natural resource lands (except
on Guemes, where they are prohibited)
• prevent odors from being detected
off premises
• aim security cameras to view only
the facility’s property
• extract and recover chemicals from
flammable solvents and gases
• employ screening to avoid lighting
impacts and visual impacts from security fencing
• address and mitigate other impacts
on surrounding properties.
To read the proposed changes in
(continued on page 4)
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Letters
Les recovers at home

Dear Guemes friends,
The tide of good wishes came in
from the Tide’s outflow of information
about Les Larsen and the car crash [see
page 4 in the March issue]. We have
been touched and quite overwhelmed
that our friends in Paradise have been so
kind.
After the first nine days in the hospital, we moved to a rehab place, but
quickly realized we could do at home
what they were doing there, so we
sprang him from that place and have
since been recovering quietly at our
home deep in the pine woods of South
Carolina. The mile-long dirt road to
our house becomes a bit rutted with
rain (which has blessed us recently) so
the going to and from is slow, but isn’t

it nice in this crazy world to slow down
a bit? Truly, we have been amazed and
touched by the cards and good wishes
from friends on Guemes—all of them.
We are planning to stick to our original schedule to arrive on Guemes April
18 for a continuing slow and peaceful
recovery. We will be in Seattle for a few
days in later April for a big 90-year celebration of the Bush School, which Les
headed for 15 years. We are playing this
by ear, so we’ll see. In reference to the
woods . . . we are not out of them yet.
The very bad shoulder fracture is complex, and if it does not heal enough to
allow basic functioning, the shoulder
may have to be replaced.
We are so grateful for the kindnesses
of our friends on Guemes.
—Nancy Larsen
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The Guemes Tide is published to
connect, inform, amuse, serve, and
inspire our island community.
Subscriptions are $20 a year (10 issues). Subscribe online at guemestide.org
or send your mailing address and a check
made out to The Guemes Tide to: The
Guemes Tide, 4709 South Shore Drive,
Anacortes, WA 98221-9579.
Advertising: Space reservations due
the 15th of the month preceding issue
date; camera-ready artwork due the 22nd.
Contact advertising@guemestide.org.
The Guemes Tide (USPS #014-902)
is published monthly except in January
and August by Guemes Tide Publishing,
4709 South Shore Drive, Anacortes, WA
98221-9579. Periodical postage paid at
Anacortes, Washington.
Contents © 2015 by Guemes Tide
Publishing, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization, except as otherwise noted.
Bylined articles and attributed artwork
are published by permission, with all
rights retained by their creators. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the
publisher. Unsolicited manuscripts and
artwork dealing with Guemes Island and
its people are encouraged but may not be
returned.

Olivia Snell Appointed Assistant Fire Chief

Corrections
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By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Fire
Commissioners met in executive session on March 12
to appoint an assistant fire
chief.
Declaring that there were
excellent candidates with exemplary service to choose
from, chairman Chip Bogosian announced at a reconvened commissioners’ meeting that the commissioners
had chosen Lieutenant Olivia Snell for the position.
From left, fire commissioners Tom Murphy, Chip BogoCommissioner Deb Bear,
sian, and Deb Bear (right) congratulate Olivia Snell on
who is also a member of the her appointment as assistant fire chief.
Guemes Island Fire Department (GIFD), abstained from voting.
The position currently pays a salary of $200 per month. Snell has been a member of GIFD since 2010 and is a firefighter, EMT, and water-rescue coordinator.
She has been GIFD’s maintenance engineer for three years. Prior to joining GIFD,
she served with the U.S. Coast Guard for six years, where she was also an EMT.

The Tide’s editors managed to scramble a couple of dates in our March issue.
On page 1, we misreported the date of the Skagit County Planning Commission
hearing on marijuana regulations; the correct date is Tuesday, April 7 (see story on
page 1 of this issue).
On page 13, the article on the Irish poetry event misstated the date (although the
headline had the correct date, March 15). See our recap of that event on page 13.
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State Finds Ferry Docks to Be
“Structurally Deficient”
Public Works Says They’re Safe for Travel
By Edith Walden
Every one of the 109 bridges in
Skagit County is on a rotating inspection schedule. That includes the two
“bridges” at the Anacortes and Guemes
ferry docks. Routine inspections of the
two docks are required every two years,
and underwater inspections are required
every five years.
The latest routine inspections were
conducted on October 21, 2014, by
Washington State Bridge Preservation
inspectors contracted by Skagit County
Public Works. The state performs these
inspections because the work requires
special equipment that the county does
not have.
Because each dock had one bridge
element that had deteriorated, the superstructures of the docks were downgraded from fair condition to poor condition. This caused the bridges overall to
be rated as “structurally deficient.” Both
these bridges are considered “fracturecritical.” A fracture-critical bridge is one
that lacks redundancy, meaning that the
bridge couldn’t function correctly if one
of the structural members were to fail.
In a long interview with the Tide,
Skagit County Lead Bridge Inspector
Forrest Jones explained that redundancy features are designed into modern
bridges, using current bridge standards.
Redundancy assures that there is not a
single point that might fail and put the
bridge out of commission.
Although extensive work was completed (and modernized) on the superstructures of both docks in 2011, the
aprons, transfer spans, piers, crossbeams,
and towers on both docks and some of
the girders on the Anacortes dock were
not replaced. The transfer spans were
built in 1980.
Jones assures islanders that the ferry
docks are safe for travel, and that it is
unlikely that a ferry outage would be required to make any required repairs to
correct the identified problems.

Spalled girders on
Anacortes dock

The deficient condition on the Anacortes dock occurs on the easternmost
girders under the section where the
mechanic shed and parking area is located—not the loading lanes. Three of
those girders show cracks and/or spalling, a condition in which saltwater seeps
through the porous concrete and begins to rust the embedded steel cables.
The rust pushes through and displaces
the surface of the concrete, resulting in
cracks or exposed cables.
The recommended repair is to replace portions of the girders or to remove the rust, paint the cable, and
patch the concrete. This is a top priority.
Other needed repairs and maintenance include greasing lift and counterweight cables, removing rust from and
painting various parts of the transferspan framing, and fixing leaks in the
gearbox of the lift motor.
The bridge report notes the absence
of a handrail on the apron and lift span,
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which makes navigation difficult for
“less mobile pedestrians,” especially at
low tide.

Gusset-hole wear on
Guemes dock

The deficient condition on the
Guemes dock is the wear on a gusset
hole on the east lower apron. Jones explained that there is only one pin holding the hydraulic lift arm on this side of
the apron, and the hole it goes through
on the gusset has begun to wear, creating an oblong-shaped hole instead of a
round one. The bridge report recommends restoring the original design edge
of the gusset hole and continued monitoring of the gusset.
(continued on page 15)

bikespot
bicycle repair

sales & service
parts & accessories
210 Commercial Ave.
360-588-1676
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Learn Basic First Aid, CPR, and AED on April 25
ing statistic could
hit close to home,
because home is
where 88 percent
of cardiac arrests
occur.
The class will
use DVDs, a student handbook,
and practical demonstrations and
testing. In addition
to CPR, the course
will also cover softtissue injuries, diabetic emergencies,
breathing difficulties, and many other topics. Upon successful completion of the course, participants will receive certification from the
American Safety and Health Institute,
which is active for two years. Rainwater
assures that anyone can become skilled
at CPR and recommends that everyone
should. “The life you save with CPR is
mostly likely to be that of someone you
love,” she told the Tide.
If there are any special accommodations that are needed for you to be able
to attend the class, please contact Holly
at 982-8293.

MARIJUANA HEARING

the owner or representative to meet with
the county to discuss the violations and
the required remedies.
Although the Miller Marijuana
Farms Corporation is licensed as a grower and processor by the state liquor
control board, Skagit County currently
prohibits the growing and processing of
marijuana in a Rural Reserve zone. According to the county letter, the corporation has also failed to obtain permits
for the construction of buildings and of
an eight-foot fence.
In the letter to Michael Shaw, owner
of the 10-acre Homestead Lane property, Code Compliance Officer Sandra
Perkins requested the cessation of all
marijuana growing and processing operations at the Homestead Lane site and
the application for appropriate building
permits by April 1.

(continued from page 1)
their entirety, go to skagitcounty.net
/planning and select “I-502 Marijuana
Implementation” in the right column,
just under the photos.

Written comments due April 9

There are strict requirements for the
format and timing of written comments
if they are to be considered. They must
be received by 4:30 p.m. on Thursday,
April 9. Email comments will be accepted, as well as those printed on 8½-by11-inch paper. All comments must
include your full name, your mailing
address, and “Permanent Regulations
for Marijuana Facilities” in the subject
line. Paper comments may be mailed
or delivered to Planning and Development Services, 1800 Continental Place,

Mount Vernon, WA 98273.
Following the hearing, the Planning
Commission will deliberate on April 21.
As soon as the commission forwards its
recommendations to the Board of Commissioners, the commissioners could
adopt the permanent ordinance—as early as April 28.

Homestead Lane owner to
meet with county

According to Skagit County Planning and Developmental Services Department (PDS) personnel, the owner of the Miller Marijuana Farms site
on Homestead Lane has contacted the
county in response to a letter that PDS
sent to him, listing county building
code and ordinance violations for the
marijuana growing and processing facility on the site. The next step will be for

edith walden

Islanders depend on one another, especially in
emergencies. When
someone falls from
a ladder, has an allergic reaction, or
shows symptoms
of a heart attack or
stroke, you might
be the first on the
scene. Would you
know what to do?
On Saturday, April 25, the
Guemes Island
Using a defibrillator will be one of the skills taught on April 25.
Fire Department
(GIFD) will sponsor a course in basic
lead the course with help from other
first aid, including CPR and AED (auGIFD members.
tomated external defibrillator) training,
Recommendations for performing
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Guemes Is- CPR changed significantly in 2010. The
land Community Church. The course
techniques are now much simpler than
fee is $20 and includes lunch. Registrabefore. If it’s been a while since you’ve
tion and payment are required by April
had CPR training, this might be a good
22. Class size is limited to 20 people. To time to brush up on your skills.
register, or for more information, conRainwater states that 70 percent of
tact Fire Chief Gerry Francis at 540Americans may feel helpless to act dur0930.
ing a cardiac emergency because they
Holly Rainwater, a member of
either do not know how to adminisGIFD, is a certified CPR instructor and ter CPR or their training has signifia safety and health specialist and will
cantly lapsed. She adds that this alarm-

5

The Guemes Tide April 2015

Fire Department
Seeks Mechanical
Engineer

By Edith Walden
After being on a waiting list for about four years, the Guemes Island Fire Department (GIFD) was given a surplus truck by the Department of Natural Resources
to be used as a brush rig. Lieutenant Tom Fouts flew to Florida to inspect the 2009
Ford F350 pickup. With only 23,000 miles on it, Fouts assessed its condition as being
“practically new.”
He replaced the front bushings that were rusty and corroded from its duty at
Guantanamo Bay, and, with his brother, drove for three and a half days to bring the
truck home. The truck will be outfitted with the utility bed and equipment on the
1991 F350 that has been serving GIFD as its brush rig.
Fouts estimates the value of the newly acquired and outfitted truck to be approximately $125,000.
Once it is outfitted, all GIFD fire vehicles will have been updated.

edith walden

The Guemes Island Fire Department
has a position open for a mechanical engineer. Olivia Snell resigned that position when she was appointed assistant
fire chief (see article on page 2). Applications are due by April 12.
The mechanical engineer reports to
the fire chief and is responsible for servicing all fire apparatus and firefighting
equipment, maintaining all buildings
and systems, making minor repairs to
equipment and buildings, and coordinating with vendors. Work hours are
flexible and are expected to be from 12
to 20 hours per month. A valid Washington State driver’s license is required.
The starting salary is $20 per hour and
may be negotiable depending on qualifications.
To apply, you may deliver a letter
of interest to the Fire Hall on Mondays or Wednesdays between 10 a.m.
and noon, or mail a letter to Fire Chief
Gerry Francis, Guemes Island Fire Department, 6310 Guemes Island Road,
Anacortes, WA 98221. For more information, contact Francis at 540-0930.

Fire Department Given New Brush Rig

MAYOR GERE ON GUEMES

(continued from page 1)
Max Benjamin reminded all that the
Washington State ferries used to dock at
the current Guemes ferry landing at 6th
Street and I Avenue, when significantly more ferry traffic parked all along the
north side of 6th Street, implying that
Guemes traffic is minimal in comparison to historical precedents.

Oil-train safety

A question about the safety of oil
trains led to a long discussion about the
dangers and proliferation of the trains
and the need for stricter federal and
state regulations, since cities and counties have little control over railways.
Lovelett noted that the council wants
to prevent and mitigate the risks and is
“trying to make sure we are adequately
prepared.”

Tom Fouts poses with the “new” fire truck that he drove from Florida to Guemes.

She added, “We’ve got a ways to go.
This is a conversation that is not going
away.”
It was noted that only specially
trained responders from the railroads
can directly intervene in an oil-train accident. All other first responders are allowed only to contain a fire from an
explosion and help citizens “shelter in
place.”
Lovelett also observed that the biggest contributors to oil spills in this area
are recreational boaters and fishermen.
Others pointed out that an oil-train explosion would pale in comparison to a
magnitude-9 earthquake.
Chip Bogosian cautioned that the
government is not going to be able to

help islanders in a major event: “We
must be self-sufficient.” (See the CERT
article on page 8.)

A vow to meet again

Attendees agreed that the meeting
was useful and both Gere and Lovelett
expressed an interest in meeting with
islanders again—perhaps in a different
venue.

Notice

Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting,
April 13, 2015,
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.
Public welcome.

6

The Guemes Tide April 2015

April Community Soup Supper Schedule

Blood Drive April 18

Community Soup Supper programs will continue on the first and third Tuesdays of April. Supper will be served at 6 p.m. at the Fellowship Hall of the Guemes
Island Community Church. Programs begin at 7 p.m. All are welcome.
On April 7, Tracy Powell, well-known local sculptor, will discuss nuclear weapons proliferation. Powell
will present the latest information on the status of the
U.S. nuclear weapons industry. He will discuss how
such weapons are acquired and how they are used.
On April 21, Terry Ebersole and Brian Carroll will
discuss the current status and operations of the youthservices organization Secret Harbor. Many people mistakenly assumed that Secret Harbor went out of business after the Cypress Island
property was sold, but the organization is still fulfilling its mission to serve troubled
youth in this area. Ebersole serves as a board member and Carroll is the CEO of Secret Harbor. This is an opportunity to learn of new programs and ways community
members can help young people in crisis.

Guemes Connects will sponsor
an island blood drive with Bloodworks
Northwest on Saturday, April 18, from
7:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. at the Guemes
Island Community Church.
If you have not donated blood
since February 21, you may be eligible
to donate. Appointments will be
scheduled from 7:30 to 9:45 a.m. and
from 11 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. Walk-ins
may be accommodated if space is
available.
This is the only island blood drive
scheduled this year. To register in
advance, please call Lorraine Francis
at 293-8364 or 540-0920, or Susan
Rombeek at 293-0777.

The popular Gathering lunches that
are held on Thursdays at the Guemes
Island Community Church will break
for the summer at the end of April. The
program will resume on October 1. Join
your friends and neighbors for a healthy
meal prepared by island volunteers on
Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15
p.m. for a suggested donation of $4.00.
On April 2, enjoy barbecue meatballs. On April 9, baked ham will be
served. White chicken chili will be the
main course on April 16, followed by
Parmesan chicken on April 23. On April
30, pulled pork will be the final meal
until fall.
The Gathering lunches depend on
volunteer cooks, some of whom may be
retiring next year. New recruits are necessary to keep the program going. Cocoordinator Lorraine Francis explains
that cooks assist each other in meal
preparation and work as teams. To volunteer, or for more information, contact
Francis at 293-8364 or Sharon Hughlitt
at 588-0170.

It’s Almost Easter-Egg Time
Island children are invited to decorate dyed Easter eggs on Friday, April 3, at
4 p.m. Decorating will take place in back of
the Guemes Island Community Church if the
weather permits. In case of rain, the eggs will
be waiting for children at the Community
Center.
Hard-boiled and candy eggs are needed for
the Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 4, at
11 a.m. at Schoolhouse Park. Drop off your
eggs in the cooler in front of the Community Center on Thursday or Friday. (“Real” eggs
must be hard-boiled—no raw ones, please.)
The Easter Egg Hunt starts promptly at 11
(and always ends quickly).
If you’d like to help the Easter Bunny hide
eggs, meet at the Park at 10 a.m.
Blake Detering (left) and Lalon
For more information, contact Kelly Bush
McLean decorate dyed Easter eggs
last year.
at 293-7439.
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Last Gathering
Lunches for the
Season

•Save the Date•

Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think readers might want to know
about more than a month in advance.
••The spring Talent Show will be held at the Community Center on May 9 (see
article on page 11).
••Islander, Tide managing editor, and jazz pianist Nick Allison will perform at
2 p.m. on May 10 at the Anacortes Library’s 2nd Sunday Jazz at the Library series,
along with vocalist Carrie Wicks.
••The Dog Island Run will be held on June 6.
••The Firefighters Association Rummage Sale will be held on July 4.
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Science Camp Expands to Five Days

Recycle, Reuse Swap Meet on April 19
By Edith Walden
A newly forming island organization, calling itself Groundfloor Guemes,
is hosting an island Swap Meet on Sunday, April 19, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the Community Center. In honor of the
45th Earth Day (April 22), islanders are
encouraged to do their spring cleaning
and bring clean, usable excess items to
donate, trade, or sell. There is no fee to
participate; all transactions are between
the offering and receiving parties.
Island organizations are welcome to
set up tables with “yard sale” items for
fundraising purposes. Donations will be
accepted for the use of the Hall.
At the request of the Guemes Island
Community Center Association, all
items must be cleared from the Hall at
the end of the event.
You can also bring clean polystyrene foam (Styrofoam), with all tape
removed, and fluorescent light bulbs
to recycle. Holly and Kevin Green will
collect the light bulbs and foam blocks,
meat trays, containers, and packaging
(no foam peanuts or shells) and deliver
them to a recycling center in Arlington.

Hot dogs and other refreshments
will be available—something for everyone! For more information, contact
GroundfloorGuemes@outlook.com.
Groundfloor Guemes has been organizing since last fall. According to
spokesperson Edie Clark, the group is
run by consensus and aspires to “promote environmental and economic
sustainability on the island while supporting the goals of existing nonprofit
groups and projects.”

Earth Day Cleanup
Melody Young is again organizing
an island cleanup day on Sunday, April
26, in honor of Earth Day.
Islanders are invited to meet at 10
a.m. in front of the Community Center.
Garbage bags will be distributed, and
teams will travel island roads and
beaches gathering trash (wear gloves).
A volunteer with a truck is needed to
haul the trash to its pickup destination.
Come join your friends and neighbors to spiff up the ’hood. For more information, contact Young at 708-3095
or onewavewoman@gmail.com.

Guemes Gold Deadline
Is April 24

edith walden

The popular Science
Camp for children aged
4 to 11 will be held
for the fifth year this
summer, from June 29
through July 3. Retired
educators Kathy Finks,
Carol Harma, and Holiday Matchett will lead
the program, assisted
by other volunteers, including master storyteller Margaret Read
MacDonald and song
Will Prewitt and Isaiah Finks use their sense of touch to feel
leaders Jennifer and Nat objects at last year’s Science Camp.
Whitman.
The free program is sponsored with
Small groups, organized by age, attend
help from an original National Science
activities each morning.
Foundation grant to the Guemes Island
Advance registration is required and
Library and is held at the Community
children must be accompanied by a parCenter and the Guemes Island Coment or adult guardian. To register, conmunity Church. This year’s theme is us- tact Kathy Finks at kfin@earthlink.net
ing the scientific method to investigate.
or 588-9192.
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Applications for the Betty Crookes
Guemes Gold Scholarships are due by
5 p.m. on Friday, April 24. High-school
juniors and seniors living on Guemes
Island are invited to apply for three
scholarships that are awarded every
year to high-achieving students. Awards
of $500, $1,000, and $1,500 will be
awarded to the top candidates.
The scholarship program is sponsored by various island organizations
and is named in honor of Betty Crookes,
who co-founded the program 24 years
ago.
Send or deliver applications to Jan
Ebersole at 5308 West Shore Road. A reception to announce the award winners
will be held in May.

Creativity Contest
Ends on April 15
Entries to the Creativity Contest
sponsored by the Guemes Island Environmental Trust are due by April 15.
Any Skagit County resident aged 15 to
20 may submit a creative entry, in any
medium, that addresses the topic: How
can my school be in the forefront of solutions for climate change?
To obtain an application form, visit
gietrust.org. Prizes of $500, $1,000, and
$1,500 will be awarded to the top three
entries. Mail applications to the Guemes
Island Environmental Trust, P.O. Box
1634, Anacortes, WA 98221.

Are You Ready for
Renewable Energy?

Consultations
with Ian Woofenden

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies
Renewable
Energy Systems
Energy Efficient
Home Strategies
Guemes Island
Renewable Energy Tours

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520
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Community Emergency Response Team to Hold Public Meeting
By Gail Nicolls
A meeting of all Guemes Island volunteers for the Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) is scheduled for
Sunday, April 26, from 2 to 4 p.m. in
the Guemes Island Community Center.
All island residents are welcome to attend and participate in the discussions.
Guemes CERT is a team of volunteers who are prepared, if called upon by
the Guemes Island fire chief, to respond
to any disaster that the island experiences, whether man-made or natural.
Every residence on the island has
been assigned a CERT neighborhood
leader, and an alternate when possible,
who will check on every household in
his/her assigned area during an emergency. If the island is without phone
service, a network of volunteer radio
operators will relay messages between
neighborhoods and the Fire Hall communications center. The communications center will be in contact with the
Skagit County Emergency Management
Office in Mount Vernon.
If homes are damaged, neighborhood leaders will find a place within the
neighborhood for people needing shelter, if possible. If that isn’t possible, the
Community Center and/or the Church
will serve as shelters.
In cooperation with the Guemes
Island Fire Department’s volunteer
emergency medical technicians, a team
of nurses, ex-corpsmen, and physicians

edith walden

In case of emergency

CERT Communications Coordinator Rob Schroder and CERT Coordinator Gail Nicolls prepare for an April 26 meeting for CERT volunteers and the public.

will provide medical care until patients
who need further care can be transferred
to Anacortes.
Privately owned boats are available
for evacuation to the mainland if it is
necessary and/or advisable. Since the
shelters can’t accept pets, CERT has a
list of on-island emergency facilities for
island pets.
Even though emergency preparations
will be available, island residents and
visitors should always be prepared to be
self-sufficient for at least two weeks.

Volunteers needed

Volunteers are always needed, especially neighborhood leaders and alter-

nates to serve as assistants or substitutes
if the leader is off-island. Neighborhoods that currently need leaders are
from 7493 to 7883 Holiday Boulevard
plus Evergreen, Saddlebag, and Shaw
Lanes; and from 4440 to 5144 South
Shore Drive.
Many alternates are needed to serve
as assistants or substitutes for the leader,
especially on Channel View Drive, Cypress Way, Hideaway Lane, Island Crest
Lane, Nootka Lane, the north end of
West Shore Road, and all along Guemes
Island Road.
For more information about CERT
or to volunteer, please call Gail Nicolls
at 293-9540.

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When
Mondays

Wednesdays

Fridays
Apr.	
  1,	
  Wed.
April	
  Fools'	
  Day
Apr.	
  2,	
  Thu.
Apr.	
  3,	
  Fri.

Apr.	
  4,	
  Sat.
Passover
Apr.	
  5,	
  Sun.
Easter
Apr.	
  6,	
  Mon.

Apr.	
  7,	
  Tues.

Apr.	
  8,	
  Wed.
Apr.	
  9,	
  Thu.

Apr.	
  10,	
  Fri.
Apr.	
  11,	
  Sat.

What

Time

April 2015
Where

Regularly	
  Scheduled	
  Exercise	
  Classes
Strength-‐Building	
  Group
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
Zumba*
9:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
Hall
Yoga
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
Hall
Strength-‐Building	
  Group
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
Zumba*
9:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
Hall
Kundalini	
  Yoga
5:00	
  -‐	
  6:30	
  pm
Church
Yoga
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
Hall
Strength-‐Building	
  Group
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
Island	
  Events	
  by	
  the	
  Day
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Sasquatch	
  Safari
Dusk
Mountain
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Barbecue	
  Meatballs
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Meditation
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
Church
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Easter	
  Egg	
  Dyeing
4:00	
  pm
Church
Easter	
  Egg	
  Hunt
11:00	
  am
Park
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation
Library	
  open
A	
  Course	
  in	
  Miracles
GIPAC
Brown	
  Bag	
  Book	
  Club
Community	
  Soup	
  Supper:	
  Tracy	
  Powell,
	
  	
  Nuclear	
  Weapons	
  Proliferation
Women's	
  Fellowship
Library	
  open
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Baked	
  Ham
Men's	
  Book	
  Club
Meditation
Library	
  open
GIPOA	
  Board	
  Meeting
Library	
  open
Church	
  Service
Kids	
  Story	
  Hour

Contact
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Elke	
  Macartney	
  770-‐7831
Sue	
  Gwost	
  293-‐5708
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Elke	
  Macartney	
  770-‐7831
Constance	
  Mayer	
  299-‐3358
Sue	
  Gwost	
  293-‐5708
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
	
  Harry	
  H.,	
  555-‐1212
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Kelly	
  Bush	
  293-‐7439
Kelly	
  Bush	
  293-‐7439
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271

9:30	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
6:30	
  pm
1:30	
  pm
6:00	
  pm

Church
Library
4709	
  S	
  Shore	
  Dr
Church
Martha	
  Macri's
Church

Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Cleo	
  Bouffiou	
  466-‐1382
Patty	
  Rose	
  206-‐660-‐7697
Connie	
  Snell	
  708-‐3589
Connie	
  Snell	
  708-‐3589

11:00	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm
7:00	
  pm
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
9:30	
  am
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
9:30	
  am
2:00	
  -‐	
  3:00	
  pm

Church
Library
Church
Church
Church
Library
Library
Library
Church
Library

Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
George	
  Meekins	
  840-‐9391
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Howard	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Sarah	
  Sibley	
  206-‐992-‐3434

Apr.	
  12,	
  Sun.
National	
  
Volunteer	
  Week
All	
  events	
  listed	
  are	
  open	
  to	
  the	
  public	
  (some	
  require	
  preregistration).	
  	
  Asterisk	
  (*)	
  indicates	
  fee	
  for	
  event.

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When

What

Apr.	
  13,	
  Mon.

Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
9:30	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Historical	
  Society
7:00	
  pm
Church
Carol	
  Deach	
  708-‐2726
Fire	
  Commissioners
7:00	
  pm
Fire	
  Hall
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Knitting	
  Night
7:00	
  pm
Pellett's
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Women's	
  Fellowship
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  White	
  Chicken	
  Chili
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
GICCA	
  meeting
7:00	
  pm
Hall
Kathleen	
  Phillips	
  299-‐0068
Meditation
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
Church
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Island	
  Blood	
  Drive
7:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  1:15	
  pm
Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Recycling	
  and	
  Swap	
  Meet
11:00	
  am	
  -‐	
  3:00	
  pm Hall
Edie	
  Clark	
  299-‐3230
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
9:30	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
A	
  Course	
  in	
  Miracles
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
4709	
  S	
  Shore	
  Dr Cleo	
  Bouffiou	
  466-‐1382
Library	
  Book	
  Club
8:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Community	
  Soup	
  Supper:	
  Terry	
  Ebersole	
  & 6:00	
  pm
Church
Connie	
  Snell	
  708-‐3589
	
  Brian	
  Carroll,	
  Secret	
  Harbor	
  -‐	
  Serving	
  
	
  Troubled	
  Youth
Women's	
  Fellowship
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Parmesan	
  Chicken
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Meditation
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
Church
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
CPR/AED	
  First	
  Aid	
  Class*
9:00	
  am	
  -‐4:00	
  pm
	
  Church
Gerry	
  Francis	
  540-‐0930
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Guemes	
  Clean	
  Up	
  Day
10:00	
  am	
  
Hall
Melody	
  Young	
  708-‐3095
CERT	
  Meeting
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Hall
Gail	
  Nicolls	
  293-‐9540
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
9:30	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Cemetery	
  Commissioners	
  Meeting
6:00	
  pm
Fire	
  Hall
Angie	
  Veal	
  941-‐1930
Knitting	
  Night
7:00	
  pm
Pellett's
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Women's	
  Fellowship
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Pulled	
  Pork
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
To	
  add	
  your	
  event,	
  email:	
  calendar@guemestide.org	
  (by	
  the	
  15th	
  of	
  the	
  month).

Apr.	
  14,	
  Tues.
Apr.	
  15,	
  Wed.
Apr.	
  16,	
  Thu.
Apr.	
  17,	
  Fri.
Apr.	
  18,	
  Sat.
Apr.	
  19,	
  Sun.
Apr.	
  20,	
  Mon.

Apr.	
  21,	
  Tues.

Apr.	
  22,	
  Wed.
Earth	
  Day
Apr.	
  23,	
  Thu.
Apr.	
  24,	
  Fri.
Apr.	
  25,	
  Sat.
Apr.	
  26,	
  Sun.

Apr.	
  27,	
  Mon.

Apr.	
  28,	
  Tues
Apr.	
  29,	
  Wed.
Apr.	
  30,	
  Thu.

Time

April 2015
Where

Contact
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edith walden

New at the Hall: A Board for All Seasons

11

Start Practicing Your
Talent-Show Act

edith walden

Jeff Winston (left) and Dan Burnett play at
last year’s talent show.

Library president Carol Pellett uses the new bulletin board that’s mounted on the
south wall of the Community Center. Islanders may post community-related material in the box by using a key available at the Library. The Library and the Community Center Association shared the expenses for the weather-proof board. The
association also plans to replace the outdoor bulletin board at the entry of the Hall.

Guemes Library
Sponsors Story Hour
on Second Sundays
The Guemes Island Library is sponsoring a story hour for kids on the second Sunday of each of the next four
months.
Beginning Sunday, April 12, kids of
all ages are invited to come to the Library from 2 to 3 p.m. for stories and
activities regarding a selected topic. Activities may include art, singing, dancing, or outdoor exploration.
The story hour will be led by Library
board member Sarah Sibley, who will
sometimes be accompanied by guest
musicians and artists. Sibley, who has a
degree in literature, is a freelance writer
and the mother of a four-year-old.
This free series is an opportunity to
use the extensive children’s resources at
the Library, meet other Guemes families, and have a fun afternoon. Children
under 10 must be accompanied by an
adult.
For more information, contact Sibley at sibleysarah@mac.com.

Subscribe Online!
One year (10 issues) of the
Guemes Tide is just $20.
Visit guemestide.org.

It’s time to start dusting off your
tap shoes, tuning your guitar, stretching your vocal cords, designing your
costume, and/or memorizing the lines
to your skit. The annual Spring Potluck
and Talent Show will be held on Saturday, May 9, at the Community Center.
The potluck begins at 6 p.m. and the
Talent Show begins at 7 p.m.
Help is also needed to organize and
decorate the Hall with this year’s theme
of a “south of the border fiesta.”
For more information or to register your act, contact Julie Pingree at
jpin008@gmail.com or 293-2269, or
Kathleen Phillips at kathleenphillips@
outlook.com or 299-0068.
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Chili Cook-Off Draws a Crowd

lowed by a sweet, island version
of “What a Wonderful World”
by Jack Smith. Michael “Recycle” Grennell, Mike Gwost,
Suzie Gwost, Bob Betz, and
Qi Lou (who sang two Chinese songs a cappella) also gave
solo performances, leaving the
crowd wishing for more.
The event raised $403.10 to support
the Community Center. Requests have
been made for a chowder cook-off next
year—or maybe both.

photos by edith walden

By Edith Walden
Ten island cooks presented pots
of chili for sampling and judging to
about 65 eager tasters on March 14 at
what many hope was the first annual
island Chili Cook-Off, sponsored by
the Guemes Island Community Center Association (GICCA). The offerings
ranged from a vegetarian chili with nopal cactus to a spicy-hot yak chili—all
delicious. After making several rounds
of tasting, diners cast their votes.
Mary Jo and Tom Andrak were declared the winners for their yak chili,
made from the island-grown yak burger
from Herb and Sally Smith. In addition
to bragging rights, Mary Jo accepted a
wooden spoon and a certificate from
GICCA secretary Julie Pingree.
Pingree also awarded Kelly Moloney the jar of 1,763 beans for her closest guess of how many were in the jar
(Kelly guessed 1,500). In addition to
the beans, Kelly was awarded a bottle of
antacid tablets.
The fun continued as a number of
brave islanders tried out another island
first: their karaoke skills for the entertainment portion of the evening. Bravest
of all was the first one out—Diane Murray, with a rousing rendition of Carly
Simon’s “You’re So Vain.” A rockin’ trio
of Kathleen Phillips, Stella Spring, and
Emma Schroder got the beat going, fol-

Clockwise from top left: Mary Jo Andrak
(left) receives a wooden spoon, a certificate,
and bragging rights from Julie Pingree for
her and husband Tom’s winning yak chili;
tasters line up to try the 10 entries; this chili
taster takes her job very seriously.

More Early-Spring Notes
Islanders continue to marvel at the
very-early-spring anomalies and have
reported various sightings to the Tide.
Holiday Matchett reported that
rufous hummingbirds showed up at her
feeders 10 days earlier than ever before,
for as long as she has been keeping
records.
Along South Shore Road, the first
garter snake was observed on March 3,
the first salmonberry bloomed on March
7, and the first turtle surfaced to bask in
the sun at an island pond on March 1.
Mosquitoes are already biting, and—
wait for it—tiny tent caterpillars have
been emerging from their egg cases and
are already building webs and settling
into blossoms to munch away. Aaargh!

Rufous hummingbirds arrived on Guemes
exceptionally early this year.

The Guemes Tide April 2015
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Irish (and Non-Irish) Hearts Were Smiling

By Edith Walden
After a long string of sunny days,
a sudden bout of Irish-like mist and
downpour may have given additional inspiration to islanders who filled
the Fellowship Hall at the Church on
March 15 to enjoy a lovely afternoon
of poetry and music in anticipation of
Saint Patrick’s Day.
The event, sponsored by the Skagit
River Poetry Foundation, featured Waldron Island poets Sally and Sam Green,
Dublin poet Tony Curtis, and regional musicians Sharon Grabner and Jan
Bleakney. The power of words was palpable in the almost involuntary sighs or

outbursts of laughter from
the appreciative audience,
following an especially evocative poem or passage. Dulcet notes from the Celtic harp, played
by Bleakney, and the hammered dulcimer, played by Grabner, added a sense
of wistfulness to the afternoon.
Sam and Tony gave heartfelt tributes to Anne and Philip McCracken
for their inspiration in the teaching and
writing of poetry. Tony assured the audience that his latest book, Pony, would
never have been written were it not for
Phillip’s encouragement. Tony, who follows the tradition of reciting rather than
reading his poems, recruited volunteers
to assist in some of the multivoiced poems in his Pony collection. His Irish accent, sense of humor, and adept percep-

photos by edith walden

Left: At the Irish
Poetry and Music
event on March
15, Irish poet Tony
Curtis (center) enlisted the help of
Frea Gladish when
reading from his
newest collection
of poetry, Pony.
Right: Jan Bleakney, on harp, and
Sharon Grabner,
on hammered
dulcimer, played
Irish tunes and
more, to the delight of attendees.

tions brought the Irish out in everyone.
Donations at the event went to support the literacy projects of the Skagit
River Poetry Foundation, which were
described by emcee and foundation executive director Molly McNulty. More
than 10,000 Skagit, Island, and Whatcom County students in the foundation’s Poets in the Schools program
have had the opportunity to play with
words “while reading and writing poetry
one-on-one with experts,” she told the
group.
More than one audience member left
the reading feeling as lucky as those students after the experience of listening to
the afternoon’s layered, rich, cascading
play of words.
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Dick Daniels

Owls of Our Island

quently be recognized in the woods by
their calls and habits.
These small owls nest largely in tree
cavities, often abandoned flicker nests.
Larger owls, like the barred, can take advantage of cavities in rocks, buildings,
and abandoned nests of large birds (such
as crows and hawks).

Size matters

In recent years, barred owls have been increasing in numbers on Guemes (and throughout the Northwest).

By Holiday Matchett
The day Guemes Island, Washington, made the big time among birders
was March 27, 2007, when Larry Verbano took a photo of a great gray owl
(which was then published on the front
page of the April Evening Star). A notification sent through the Washington
State “Tweeters” online network alerted
avid birders of two of the owls located
near the center of Guemes.
Pairs of binoculars appeared from far
away to view this largest of all the North
American owls, Strix nebulosa. For more
than a month, observers spotted the shy
species around Jim Kager’s orchard, near
Schoolhouse Park, off Homestead Lane,
and across from Yadi Young’s farm.

Rise of the barred owl

increased in number and the smaller owl
species have declined.
Barred owls have immigrated to
Western Washington by crossing the
mountains from the east and north. The
barred owl, Strix varia, is a relative of
both the great gray owl and the spotted owl, Strix occidentalis. Its voice is
the well-known “Whoo cooks for you?
Whoo cooks for you-all?”
Only about 25 years ago, this bird
was a surprise in
Western Washington. Many islanders
have noticed that
its prevalence now
seems to be accompanied by a decrease
in other owl species
that were familiar
just a few decades
ago.
In the past, the
most common owls
on Guemes were the
northern saw-whet
owl, the northern
pygmy-owl, and the
western screechThe tiny northern saw-whet owl, like many species, seems to be
owl. They could fre- harder to find on Guemes than it used to be.

Kameron Peronsovich

This brief excitement over migrating owls stirred interest among island
birders in a related question: “Why are
there so many barred owls on Guemes?”
In recent years they seem to be spread
out all over the island. No official survey of owls on Guemes has taken place
to verify the numbers or species, but—
as in other locations around the Northwest—it appears that barred owls have

Competition among the owl species
favors the larger birds. The small owls
prey by necessity on very small animals
such as insects, small amphibians, small
rodents, small birds, and small reptiles.
In contrast, the larger owls—such as the
great horned owl, barn owl, and barred
owl—are able to feed on larger prey as
well, including the smaller owls.
The great horned owl is at the top
of the owl pyramid, attacking and eating all the other owls. At about three
pounds, it outweighs them: the barred
owl is half that weight, with the barn
owl weighing about a pound. The smaller owls weigh only ounces.
Most owl species shy away from humans under most conditions. But the
barred owl is less wary of or concerned
about humans, often taking advantage
of human habits. They are protective of
their habitat and have been known to
attack people.
Recently, Al and Michele Lesmeister
experienced an attack by a barred owl
while walking on Edens Road early in
the morning.
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Surprise discoveries

FERRY DOCKS

edith walden

Just when you think you’re getting
comfortable recognizing the calls, flight
patterns, nests, and roosts of the neighborhood owls, the unexpected can intrude. Harken to the experience of Kari
Prescott on Salmon Run Road.
Last July, Kari spotted what she
thought was her cat up high on a large
alder branch across the street. A quick
search revealed her cat at her feet. She
grabbed her phone and took a photo.
The next day, she spotted the creature
again and saw that its colors and pale
cover were unlike any owl she had ever
seen or knew of. Sure enough, it had
“horns,” like a cat’s ears.
Kari researched this unusual bird for
much of the day and discovered it was
a Eurasian eagle-owl (Bubo bubo), the
largest relative of the great horned owl
(Bubo virginianus). This is one of the
largest, heaviest owls in the world (6 to
8 pounds) and is considered “agreeable.”
It is known to depart occasionally from
its large European-Asian home area
and find itself on a foreign continent.
It must not have felt comfortable in the
unfamiliar Guemes territory because it
disappeared a day later.
Before it flew off, Kari watched it
preen and hiss like a cat. Exploring un-

15

A great horned owl—the largest and
heaviest owl commonly found here—
makes a daytime appearance on Guemes.

der the tree, Kari found feathers that
were long and fine and reminded her of
a long-haired cat’s fur. The smaller birds
treated it like they do other owls, divebombing and harassing it.
For those of you seeking owls to enrich your day, you can often discover
them by listening to the robins. Robins
(and other small birds) “mob” roosting
owls and other avian predators, exposing their locations to the curious.

edith walden

A Sojourner Returns From Africa

Stefan Verbano returned to Guemes recently, following his two years in Zambia
in the Peace Corps. On March 22, he discussed his experiences with islanders. For
more information about Stefan’s journeys, see articles in the June, July-August, September, and December 2013 issues of the Tide and in “Letters From An Island Son,
Far From Home” on linetime.org.

(continued from page 3)
Further recommendations include
replacing apron lips, a bolt attachment
to a hoisting block, and a pin on the
hoist platform; greasing apron hinges,
hanger pins, and counterweight and
hoist cables; unplugging drain holes in
the counterweights; cleaning and painting corroded steel areas; and repairing
leaks in the gearbox of the lift motor.
The absence of a handrail on the
apron and lift span on the Guemes dock
was also noted.

Complex rating system

Using a very complex rating system,
inspectors gave both docks sufficiency
ratings of 22.86 on a scale of 0 to 100,
with 100 being entirely sufficient.
There are currently four other structurally deficient bridges in Skagit County, one of them being the BNSF Railroad Overpass, which has a rating of
3.00.
The county also has 15 functionally
obsolete bridges, the next rating down
from structurally deficient.

Island
Birthdays
Cole Snell turns 14 on April 5.
Anna Prewitt turns 13 on April 20.
Samantha Spahr turns 8 on April 21.
(Editors’ note: This section lists birthdays of youngsters with island connections turning 16 or younger. To get a
family member added, contact us at
editorial@guemestide.org or 299-9999.)
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A Ta s t e

of Guemes

photos by billy everett

“Truly Home”: Bill and Dana McCarthey

Dana and Bill McCarthey enjoy the sunset from their West Beach cabin.

By Karen Everett
It was love at first sight that brought
us together. First sight of a boat, that is.
Three summers ago, my husband,
Billy, was nursing a knee injury that
kept him from hopping aboard a sailboat for our beloved sailing trips around
the islands. So he and I spent a few days
at Roche Harbor Resort on San Juan Island. Our suite had a deck high above
the harbor from which to indulge in
two of the main attractions at Roche:
people watching and boat watching.
Billy was doing just that with his
binoculars when he gasped and called
my attention to a gorgeous, classic
wooden yacht coming into the docks. I
could tell it reminded Billy of his days
as captain of Dorothy Stimson Bullitt’s
“Lake Union Dreamboat,” the Stimson,
back in the 1970s.
Billy was particularly impressed by
the captain’s skills at backing the craft
into the tight dock space. He said, “I’ve
got to go down and see that boat.” He
barely hobbled then, so we slowly ambled down, and then stood outside the
empty cockpit making comments about
how beautifully restored the boat was.

Out popped the head of a gorgeous
suntanned blonde, her face lit with an
enormous smile: she was Dana McCarthey, we learned. She summoned
her husband, Bill, a commercial fisherman, to come up from down below.
They gave us the grand tour of their 56foot Seafarer (built in 1926 in the Lake
Washington Shipyard), which they had
remodeled into a private pleasure craft,
turning the crew quarters into a master
suite and the galley into a modern-day
kitchen. Of course, we came back later
to have happy hour with them at sunset.
And we hit it off like there was no
tomorrow. It felt as though the four of

us had been friends forever.
There was no “what do you do for
a living” conversation. But I did get
Dana’s email address and we promised
to stay in touch. The following week, I
sent them a note inviting them to bring
their boat over to our mooring buoy on
North Beach. I told them how much
they’d love Guemes Island.
About a week later I got a call from
Bill, who said, “We’re driving around
Guemes Island and want to buy this
house over on the west side.” My email
signature had tipped them off to my job
as a real-estate agent, and they’d snuck
over here without calling me first.
Serendipitously, one thing led to another: they bought it, and have been remodeling it since then into a beautiful
main home with a beach cottage (grandfathered in) practically sitting on the
driftwood of West Beach.

A meeting at a campfire

The story of how Bill and Dana met
is also one of serendipity.
Dana was a student at San Diego
State University after growing up in the
suburbs outside Los Angeles. One weekend in the early 1980s, she and her girlfriends signed up for a camping trip in
the mountains. They packed up the car
and headed east out Interstate 8. Another car traveling west on 1-8 held a motley group of mostly New Jersey transplants, one of them fresh off a boat after
a long fishing season in Alaska. Dana
says, “Who would have guessed that
these two cars would end up in the same

Barbecued Jalapeño-and-Cheese-Stuffed Prawns with Bacon
15 jumbo prawns
Several jalapeño peppers
A chunk of pepper jack (or habanero) cheese
7 or 8 slices of bacon
1 jar barbecue sauce (Dana favors Sweet Baby Ray’s Honey)
Butterfly the prawns. For each prawn, cut a large sliver of jalapeño pepper and
another of cheese; place them inside the prawn. Wrap the prawn in a half-slice of bacon and secure with a toothpick. Baste with the barbecue sauce and grill or broil both
sides until cooked (5 to 6 minutes each).
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parking lot at the same
campground?” But before
the night was over they
were all talking around a
campfire, and Dana met
Bill.
Three years later, in
spring of 1986, the two
of them headed north to
Alaska in a new 30-foot
gillnetter Bill had had
built for the Copper River salmon fishery. They
were married that fall.
The McCartheys’ restored 56-foot boat Seafarer, built in 1926, rests at anchor off West Beach.
The following year
they were looking for a
beach house went on the market, and
place to call home when they discovsea aboard the Legacy, a fisher-procesered Bellingham through a fellow fisher- they took a boat trip—this time a joursor boat (it was featured on the hit TV
man. They ended up settling down there ney through the San Juan Islands, to a
show Dirty Jobs). Dana, meanwhile, has
chance meeting at Roche Harbor, and
to raise their two boys, Cory (now 21)
continued to cultivate her skills at boat
via that meeting to Guemes. As Bill
and Mike (25). But over the years, Bill
and house remodeling, her considerable
says, “The island stole our hearts, and
recounts, “Bellingham slowly grew out
culinary chops, and her large circle of
now we are truly home.”
of our hearts, as the small town turned
friends.
For the past decade, Bill has spent
into a suburb.”
Many of those friends—including
about nine months out of the year at
So their beautiful Lake Whatcom
this writer and her husband—have had
the pleasure of eating Dana’s legendary appetizers (or “appies,” as she calls
them). One of the best is the shrimp
Digging for the Common Good
recipe on page 16. It’s a serendipitous
combination of things that go well together—much like the combination of
Dana, Bill, and Guemes. We’re lucky to
have them here.

edith walden

Ann Testerman helps weed at the entrance to the island’s community labyrinth
during a work party on March 28.

18

The Guemes Tide April 2015

Courtesy Northwest Straits Foundation

Restoring Shorelines, Reducing Erosion
vember 29 storm, I noticed that some
of the hard structures along my walk—
some very old, some new—had survived
the storm effectively, while others had
utterly failed. Particularly hard hit were
those properties that had no hard structure but were next to a concrete-walled
beach. The wave energy cut deeply into
the unprotected property.
Prevailing science champions the implementation of soft-shoreline stabilization projects to return Washington State
beaches to their natural state. To see a
particularly dramatic transformation on
Samish Island’s north shore pictured in
before (on the right) and after photos,
visit tinyurl.com/samishbeach. Twelve
About a dozen islanders, along with Skagit County Commissioner Ron Wesen (second from
Samish homeowners pooled their releft), attended a workshop for shoreline landowners in March.
sources to remove a large LEGO-like
concrete-block wall that stood four feet
By Sally Stapp-Brigham
might have inspired the heavy attenOn a spectacularly cold November
dance of Guemes Islanders at the Living above the natural beach. This beach was
transformed back to its natural state 14
29, 2014, a north wind pushed extreme with the Coast workshop on March 14
years ago and has required no maintehigh-tide waters, spray, foam, beach
at Fidalgo Bay Resort.
nance since.
wood, untethered boats, piles of rocks,
Sponsored by the Northwest Straits
After the indoor presentations, we
and anything else not tied down across
Foundation, the workshop was designed
walked along the shoreline near Fidalgo
Guemes Island Road. It sent a huge
to inform shoreline landowners about
Bay Resort. In 2006, work to restore the
pine-tree limb into the road and batthe best practices for managing beach
northernmost part of the beach began.
tered the north side of Guemes—partic- erosion and enhancing fish habitat.
Piles of very large, irregular rocks, preularly those houses on the flats.
Nearshore Program Manager Lisa
viously used to fight erosion, were reThis event (see Steve Orsini’s famous Kaufman pointed out in her opening
photo on page 1 of the February Tide)
remarks that 70 percent of shorelines in moved. Sand, gravel, and pebbles were
added to the top of the beach. Native
Washington are privately owned; ocean
beaches are mostly federally owned. Her plantings such as snowberry, salal, Orfoundation has funds to assist nearshore egon grape, huckleberry, and wild currant were introduced. Large logs were
residents in addressing their beachfront
anchored to buried concrete structures
erosion issues.
and laid perpendicular to the shoreline.
Recent restoration projects are visible on
New science favors natural
that beach closer to the convention cenvegetation
ter at the resort.
Principal coastal geologist Jim Johannessen, representing the consulting
firm Coastal Geologic Services, present- Upcoming workshop in
ed a fascinating slide show with beforeSeptember
and-after photos of problem beaches in
This free workshop will be repeated
our area. New science regarding beach
at Fidalgo Bay Resort in September. The
erosion suggests that hard structures—
indoor program lasted from 10 a.m. to
concrete bulkheads, log walls, big rock
noon. The after-lunch field trip to view
piles, and other structural fixes—actuthe project at Fidalgo Bay was a leisurely
ally increase erosion and degrade beach
45 minutes. I recommend this informahabitat for feeder fish that spawn in the
tion-packed presentation.
upper reaches of the shoreline.
See nwstraitsfoundation.org and
I often walk North Beach from the
coastalgeo.com for more information.
resort to where Guemes Island Road
You can contact Kaufman at (360) 733runs parallel to the water. After the No- 1725 x205.
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• in memoriam •

James Kager
James B. “Jim” Kager died March 1, just
weeks before his 90th birthday.
Jim was born on Guemes on April 17,
1925, the first of seven children born to Hattie M. and James B. Kager. He and his siblings worked the hayfields, helped build a new
barn, and took care of the farm animals on
the home place near the crossroads. They also
picked strawberries for neighbors, and when
Jim was old enough, he got a job as ranch
hand on the Bessner dairy ranch in the Valley for a man named Emo Berends in the early
1940s.
For fun in the wintertime, they enjoyed ice

skating and sledding.
Jim was one of the last surviving crew members of the sailing ship Wawona from
the days before it was motorized, and fished for cod in the Bering Sea for Trafton’s
Cannery in Anacortes. The crew raised the sails by hand the first year. Later a “donkey” engine was installed to raise the sails.
Following his stint with Trafton’s, Jim fished for Fisherman’s Pack Cannery for
two years. He also loved to hobby-fish the Salish Sea, local lakes, and the Skagit
River. He enjoyed gardening and planted many experimental plants and trees.
In the 1940s, Jim assisted Doc Finley and John Ervine setting up the power
lines to bring electricity to the island.
In 1952, Jim and brother Paul bought shares in the Everett Plywood mill. When
it closed, he worked at Nord Door in Everett until retirement, when he moved back
to the family home.
His parents, sister Edith May, and brothers Paul J. and Arthur J. predeceased
him. Survivors include sisters Marie Kager Valquist and Anna Kager Wooten and
brother Robert E. Kager.
A memorial service was held a Evans Funeral Chapel in Anacortes.

Robert Easton
Former island resident Robert “Bob” Easton passed away on March 21 in
Anacortes. A full obituary will appear in our May issue.
(ADVERTISEMENT)

In Memory of David Alan Conley Sr.
Loving husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. On
March 28 it will be two years since
you left us suddenly. We think
of you every day and cherish our
memories and time spent with you
and your brilliant mind, your endless love, and wonderful humor.
We love and miss you.
—Your loving wife, kids, grandkids, and great-grandkids
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Congrats and
Planning as GICCA
Meets
By Edith Walden
At the March 19 regular meeting of
the Guemes Island Community Center Association, thanks went to Rob and
Emma Schroder, Kathleen and Wendell
Phillips, Tom Deach, and Win Anderson for their help in removing the cupboards under the Hall’s east windows
and reorganizing the backstage area.
Congratulations were also in order
to all those who helped with the successful Chili Cook-Off and Karaoke Fest
(see article on page 12). Plans are afoot
for a repeat next year.
The foosball table has been donated
to the Anacortes Boys & Girls Club and
was delivered with the help of Stefan
and Larry Verbano. Bea and Jim Cashetta donated $100 to the Community
Center in honor of the foosball transfer.
A discussion evolved around the
possibility of expanding the Community Center to provide a more welcoming entry, including a Historical Society
museum addition, and adding adequate
storage for the chairs, stage, and other
equipment that would allow more usable space in the Hall. A decision was
made to contact architect Cynthia Richardson for a design consultation.
Further discussion involved the desire to replace the outdoor bulletin
board at the front entry; the possible
purchase of a popcorn machine; upcoming events such as the Talent Show
on May 9, the 4th of July Open House
and Car Show, and the Black and White
Gala on October 17; and a proposal
to start having game nights and movie
nights at the Community Center.
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Looking Back

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society
Edited by Win Anderson

Ten Years Ago
An unprecedented streak of mechanical failures plagues the ferry
M/V Guemes between August 2004
and March 2005, summarized in the
“Beachcombing” column. They include:
a propeller thrown off outdrive #1; failure of outdrive #2; failure of outdrive
#1; engine #2 steering “hung up”; outdrive #1 control losses (on six occasions
with multiple repair attempts); outdrive
#2 “frozen.” Downtime results in approximately 200 runs canceled.
In addition, during this period the
ferry was limited to two runs per weekday for two months due to a dolphinreplacement project, the extent of which
was not communicated to islanders.
—Evening Star, April 2005
Fifteen Years Ago
More than $12,000 toward the construction of a new equipment wing at

courtesy Anacortes Museum

Five Years Ago
“Zander” Woofenden and Lori
Stamper are the newest junior firefighters hired by the island’s fire department.
A plan to raise the lowest section
of Edens Road to end seasonal flooding in the Valley is announced by Skagit
County project manager Mike Farthing.
—Guemes Tide, April 2010

the fire station is received from nearly
175 donors.
Melody Young
directs an island
cleanup involving nearly 50 participants covering
more than 14 miles
of roads and several
beaches. Workers
are rewarded with
free ice cream cones
at the store, compliments of Win
and Elaine Anderson.
—Evening Star,
April 2000

This undated photo shows the Elk II launch/ferry, introduced to
Guemes service in 1915. It provided added capacity and upto-date accommodations, justified by population increase and
Guemes’s popularity as a picnic and camping destination.

Fifty Years Ago
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hobbs and Mr.
and Mrs. Pat Carter arrive for a visit
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin
Shoultz last Monday.
—Anacortes American, April 1965
One Hundred Years Ago
A Sunday “Jitney Fare” of 5 cents
each way, reduced from 25 cents per
round trip, is announced by Messrs.
Rickaby and Taylor, proprietors of the
Elk I and Elk II, serving Guemes Island.
The decision is based on the increased
traffic to the island which has expanded

the schedule from eight to ten trips on
Sundays.
The Board of County Commissioners approves a special election on
Guemes and Sinclair Islands to consider forming an agricultural improvement
district encompassing logged-off lands.
(The plan was rejected by a vote of 53
to 15.)
“Louie Schultz moved his household goods to his ranch from Anacortes
Tuesday.”
—Anacortes American,
April 1915 issues

