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Mike Noyes

Guemes Fire Truck, Now Surplus, Heads to Mexico
states of Baja, Sinaloa, Jalisco, and
Nayarit. Jordan Pollack, representative for Region 2 (Sinaloa, Jalisco,
Nayarit, and Colima), coordinated
the effort to gather and load the surplus equipment, assisted by Mount
Erie Fire Chief Mike Noyes and
other firefighters.
In early September, the loaded
truck was transported via tractortrailer to Nogales, New Mexico,
where it is currently waiting for the
border paperwork to be completed
before being delivered to Sinaloa.
Pollack told the Tide it can someEngine 1712, retired from the island’s fire department, begins its journey to Sinaloa, Mexico,
times take up to six months for the
packed with surplus firefighting equipment.
papers to be processed; he hopes it
won’t take as much time in this case. Once there, the truck
By Edith Walden
will be repainted with a new logo and will join a fleet of
On July 18, retired Engine 1712 from the Guemes Island
Fire Department (GIFD) was delivered to the Mount Erie fire trucks to be shared in the area.
To learn more about FCB or to make a donation, visit
station to be loaded with surplus fire equipment. The 1982
Ford pumper, which no longer meets National Fire Protection firefighterscrossingborders.org.
Association standards, was replaced in February by a 1990
Seagrave pumper, and the Ford was designated as surplus.
Log Cabins in the Spotlight
The surplus truck, along with surplus equipment donated
by GIFD and other fire departments throughout the region,
was donated to Firefighters Crossing Borders (FCB), a nonprofit organization that works to “bring advanced training,
equipment, and vehicles to departments desiring assistance
throughout Mexico.”
Founded in 2000 by Gig Harbor firefighter Joel Schwarz,
FCB works to develop fire departments primarily in the
win anderson

There’s Still Time to Vote
It’s not too late to make your voice heard by casting your
ballot in the upcoming general election.
Ballots can still be mailed in, as long as they’re postmarked
by November 4, or can be dropped off. The closest drop box
for islanders is behind the Anacortes Public Library (1220 10th
Street). It’s open until 8:00 p.m. on November 4.

The Guemes Island Historical Society’s 2015 calendar features log
cabins on Guemes (see story on page 4). The cabin above, built by
Harold Wave Whicker and Meta Whicker around the 1940s, is now
part of the Billy and Karen Everett compound on North Beach.
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Letters
Gratitude for a great gala

The first-ever Black and White Gala
was a great success, raising $600 for the
Hall! We say it takes a village to put
together such an event. In this case it
took an army. I would like to offer a big
thank-you to all who attended, and a
bigger thank-you to the people who
volunteered to help.
Forty-two attendees were greeted by
Lisa Torcoletti and then enjoyed a lovely
four-course dinner, expertly prepared
by Sharon Hughlitt, Gail Messett, Julie
Pingree, and Marla Hovey. What a marvelous job!
Cooks’ helpers Kathy Finks and Juby
Fouts were back and forth from the
Church kitchen to the Hall too many
times to count. Beverage selections were
made with the help of Mickey McEachern and served by a very gracious Terry
Ebersole. An added bonus to the evening was the group of young servers,

including Anna Prewitt, Wesley Bone,
Clarity Weatherby, J. T. Butler, and
Katherine Butler. They did a very professional job with a great deal of youthful enthusiasm.
Decorations and accoutrements were
donated by several islanders including
Edith Walden, Nancy Bush, and Karen
Hancock, and the Hall became nearly
magical with the help of Lorrie Steele,
Mary Jo Andrak, Kathleen Phillips, and
Rob Schroder.
To top off the evening, Daniel Burnett provided lovely piano music as
guests visited with—in some cases—
“new” island neighbors. Cleanup was
organized by Susie Gwost. I apologize if
I have left out names of any of you who
helped make this event such a success.
Thanks to everyone: guests and volunteers. Looking down the road, I think
we should do it again next year.
—Emma Schroder

Up the Ramp, Into the Mist

win anderson

Due to ferry-dock repairs, on October 8 Guemes schoolkids were met by the
ghostly, fog-shrouded form of the landing craft Warrior as it made its way
onto the beach. The walk-on ferry Strait Arrow was back in service a day later.

Tide Seeks Writers

Interested in taking on a writing project or two, learning more about your community, and seeing your name in print?
The Guemes Tide’s editors are seeking volunteers to help with article reporting
and writing. Journalistic experience isn’t necessary—just a decent command of the
written word and a willingness to accept assignments, accurately record events, do
some research, meet deadlines, and work with an editor. The commitment could
be as small as an article or two a month. If you’re interested, or just want to learn
more, please get in touch with us at editorial@guemestide.org or 299-9999.
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The Great Garbage Gremlins

Ready to roll

On September 26, a rear-loading
garbage truck with a high enough clearance to load onto the Warrior crossed
the channel to the Guemes landing
ramp, disembarked, and collected garbage on the island. When the truck returned to load, the tide had ebbed and

sand needed to be cleared from the
loading ramp. A county employee was
called to come to use the county’s rented
excavator that was staged in the parking
lot for this purpose. After the ramp was
cleared, the truck embarked safely and
returned to Anacortes.
On October 3, the WM garbage
truck that arrived for loading was a different model that didn’t have enough

clearance to load onto the Warrior. Because transport had been arranged to
begin at 1 p.m. to get the benefit of the
tide, there wasn’t time to bring a different truck. Only the recycling truck was
transported to Guemes that day.
On October 10, another garbage
truck—the same model that had successfully made the crossings on September 26—arrived and was loaded onto
the Warrior. It was then discovered that
(continued on page 5)

An Otherworldly Welcome
edith walden

By Edith Walden
In spite of the best-laid plans for the
transport of garbage trucks during the
recent ferry haulout, gremlins got in the
works. The distressed parties did their
best to overcome unanticipated obstacles, pulling together to help get the garbage off Guemes. Here’s the tale.
According to Ferry Division Manager Rachel Rowe, requests for quotes
for barge service had been completed,
and San Juan Marine Freight Company
(SJMFC) had been selected to provide
transportation for Waste Management
(WM) vehicles during the haulout.
For the contract, which had a $10,000
cap, Skagit County requires the vendor
to have USL&H insurance to comply
with the federal Longshore and Harbor
Workers Compensation Act.
Dan Crookes, owner and operator
of SJMFC, explained to the Tide that
the company that had previously provided that insurance to him had been
bought out, and the cost of the insurance had increased from $2,700 to
$35,000 (no, that’s not a typo). Even
an attempt to get a short-term rider required a down payment of $10,000,
with no guarantee that the policy could
be canceled for a refund.
After talking to Crookes, Rowe contacted Jack Harmon, principal of Arrow
Launch Service, to see if their landing
craft, the Warrior, was available. Harmon offered to relocate the Warrior
from Port Angeles (the total cost for the
Warrior’s services was $9,000). Arrow
carries USL&H insurance.
Smaller than the SJMFC barge, the
Warrior can transport one garbage or recycling vehicle at a time. Handily, the
Warrior also served for passenger transport during two days while the Guemes
dock was being repaired.

A ghostly apparition flashes a peace sign, welcoming the return of the M/V
Guemes on October 25 after a haulout that lasted more than four weeks.

“I have never met a realtor in my entire life
who works as hard as you and who goes so far
out of their way to help people.”
Homebuyer Bill McCarthey, 6094 West Shore Road

Karen’s clients gave her 10 out of 10 in a recent
independent customer satisfaction survey.
If you’re thinking of buying or selling on Guemes Island,
choose a top-ranking agent who lives here and knows it well!

Karen Everett
GuemesIslandExpert.com

(360) 202-7373
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GICCA Plans for the Next Year

Foundation Pour for Stage Delayed by Ferry Haulout
By Tom Murphy
Michael Brown, co-manager of the
Schoolhouse Park Stage project, informed the Guemes Island Community
Center Association (GICCA) board on
October 16 that digging for the concrete work for the Stage foundation is
about to begin.
Adam Mimnaugh has already dug
some test holes to determine how far
down he needs go to find solid ground
for the initial pour. Mimnaugh indicated to Brown that he wouldn’t begin
digging out for the foundation pour
until the ferry was closer to returning
to service.
Brown also informed the board that
Rick Petrick will do the trenching to lay
the conduit for power to the stage. Conduit will also be run to the tennis courts
in case the county wishes to put power
there in the future.
Brown was optimistic: “We are starting to make some progress. . . . [Soon]
we can start ramping up a fundraising
arm, which is where I come in.” Brown
estimated the cost of the project at approximately $30,000. GICCA is currently holding $8,700 in the Stage fund.

New address, elections

GICCA has installed a new mailbox
across the street from the Community
Center. The organization’s new address
is 7549 Guemes Island Road, Anacortes,
WA 98221. All correspondence concerning the Community Center should
be directed to this address. The board
noted that this address is for the Community Center only; the mailing address
of the Library remains the same (5293
Guemes Island Road).
GICCA president Julie Pingree announced that four seats on the council—those of Kathleen Phillips, Rob
Schroder, Kelly Bush, and Pingree—are
expiring. All four have indicated they
will run again.
Nominations can be made through
November 6, and the election will occur at the GICCA meeting on November 20. Anyone wishing to nominate
themselves or someone else may email

Pingree at jpingree08@gmail.com. If
you nominate someone other than yourself, you must get permission from the
nominee.

Miscellaneous business

Pingree thanked Emma Schroder for
all her work organizing the Black and
White Gala (see letter on page 2 and article on page 11).
Net proceeds from the dinner were
approximately $600.
The board voted to conduct an
annual audit of GICCA finances and
to donate $50 to Hallie Freeman to be
used for the Halloween party on October 25.
Treasurer Norm Prewitt reported
that he was concerned that the insurance GICCA currently has for the Hall
would fall far short of replacement value
should a tragedy occur. Secretary Kathleen Phillips and Prewitt will investigate insurance options and report to the
board at a future date.
Trustee Rob Schroder informed the
board that plans are underway to hang
the canoe formerly belonging to Bubble
Finley on the east wall of the Hall. Mike
Gwost informed the board that Bubble
had found this canoe approximately 60
years ago in Alaska, brought it to the island, and adorned it with her unique

style. When Bubble passed away, it ended up at the Center for Wooden Boats
in Seattle. Gwost described the canoe
as native Alaskan with pieces added by
Bubble, adding that it was willingly given back to the island by the Center “under the auspices of care.”
Carol Pellett from the Guemes Island Library board reported that the Library is moving forward with the purchase of a computer and monitor as a
result of the $2,200 grant they received
recently. The board voted unanimously
to contribute up to $250 for the mounting and cabling of the monitor on the
southeast wall of the Hall.

Goals for the year

At the conclusion of the meeting,
Pingree announced GICCA’s goals for
the coming year: obtain a storage pod,
remove cupboards under the east window, hang the canoe in place, review the
engineering report for under the building, install a floor electrical outlet for
the dehumidifier for the piano, create a
Facebook page for the Hall, organize a
garden tour, complete the Schoolhouse
Park Stage project, and find a home for
the foosball table.
The next meeting is Thursday, November 20, at 7 p.m. at the Community
Center.

Cabins on Calendars
The 2015 Guemes Island
historical calendar features many
of the island’s log cabins, according
to Carol Deach, president of the
Guemes Island Historical Society.
They will be formally unveiled and
for sale at the Holiday Bazaar, which
happens on November 29 at the
Community Center and Church
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Last year the
entire printing sold out quickly.
Proceeds from the Bazaar are
dedicated to the operations and
building fund of the sponsoring
Historical Society, which meets the second Monday of every month at 7 p.m. in the
Community Church Fellowship Hall. The program for November 10 will be a presentation by Bob Anderson on small community museums he has visited and photographed. The monthly meetings are informal and open to all.

The Guemes Tide November 2014

GARBAGE GREMLINS

San Juan Enterprise to
the refuse rescue

The San Juan Enterprise, skippered
by Crookes, brought a garbage truck
to the island on October 14, a garbage
truck and recycling truck on the 17th,
and a garbage truck on the 24th—all
on WM’s dime.
“I’m just happy to get service to our
island customers,” Benson told the Tide.
Now that SJMFC is an approved vendor, he assured the Tide that WM will
be using the freight company for waste
service during all future haulouts.
Islanders who are experienced with
past haulouts may recall that during
the 17-day haulout in 2012, no waste
service was provided. When trash
dumpsters were provided during earlier haulouts, folks who were not WM
customers took advantage of the “free”
trash receptacle, resulting in overflowing
and unsanitary conditions.
Rowe emphasized that everyone
was great to work with through the
difficulties. Spokespeople indicated to
the Tide that the chain of events was
managed as well as possible under the
circumstances.
And for the happy ending, our tiny
island got tidied back up.

Library Honors Its Volunteers

courtesy marla hovey

(continued from page 3)
the air valve to the brake system was
malfunctioning on the truck, which
meant that the brakes could not be released. WM made the decision not to go
to Guemes with faulty brakes and called
a mechanic to address the problem. The
mechanic was unable to fix the valve on
site and the truck offloaded at the Anacortes Wyman Landing.
Rowe offered to keep the Warrior
on standby to wait for a truck replacement and WM agreed to foot the bill
for the extra time. In the meantime,
Jeff Benson, route manager for WM,
was anxious to provide service to islanders as the garbage was piling up, so he
contacted Crookes and arranged for
barge service the following Tuesday.
Due to the late hour (about 3:30 p.m.)
and the potential difficulty of loading a
different truck, WM and Rowe decided
to give up the attempt that day.
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Library board members (from left) Carol Pellett, Howard Pellett, Sue Roberts, Barbara
Hoenselaar, Jim Dugan, Marla Hovey, Susan Rombeek, and Connie Cantrell attend
Volunteer Appreciation Evening. Not pictured is board member Tom Deach.

The Guemes Island Library Volunteer Appreciation Evening on October 9 was attended by 30 of the 40
or so volunteers that keep the Library
open four days a week for island patrons. The guests were served appetizers
and pumpkin pie. President Carol Pellett welcomed everyone, thanked them
for being volunteers, and detailed a brief
history of the Library’s accomplishments.
The Library was started in 1995
in the corner of the Community Center, and in 1998 it became a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization. An addition
to the Hall to house the Library was
completed in January 1999 and was financed entirely through fundraising.
The Library, which receives no taxpayer
support, has continued to grow, in large
part because of its volunteer base.
The Library has successfully applied
for two grants. A grant for teaching materials used in science projects for young
people has resulted in three years of Science Camp each summer, taught by
Kathy Finks, Carol Harma, and Holiday
Matchett.
A second grant was recently awarded
for a large screen and computer that will
be located in the Hall to augment Sci-

ence Camp and other public events.
Howard Pellett announced that he
will be taking over as Dog Island Run
director next year (with lots of help
from the Library board). The annual
10K run in June is a primary fundraising event for the Library.
Volunteer coordinator Marla Hovey
addressed the group, thanking them for
their service and announcing that nine
new volunteers had recently been recruited. If you’d like to join this industrious bunch (volunteers generally take
one shift per month), contact Marla at
299-1216 or hoveymj@gmail.com.

The Guemes Tide November 2014

Community Soup
Suppers Return

•Save the Date•
Editors’ note: This section lists island
events we think readers might want
to know about more than a month in
advance.
••Island artists’ Open House and Holiday Art Sale will be held at Tower Arts
Studio on December 6.
••The annual Holiday Community
Dinner will be held on December 13.
Children’s activities will begin at 4 p.m.
and the dinner will begin at 5 p.m.
••The Guemes Island Chamber Music
series will perform its winter concert at
3:30 p.m. on December 21.

Along with the Holiday Bazaar at
the Church and Community Center
(see page 11), the Guemes Island Library will hold a sale from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. on Saturday, November 29, at
the Library.
Up for grabs is the entire collection
of VHS videotapes for 25 cents each.
The Library will no longer offer VHS
tapes for borrowing, opting to provide
DVDs only. If you have tapes you’re
ready to recycle, please bring them to
the Library prior to the sale. And if
you’ve got a favorite VHS tape that
you’ve checked out repeatedly, now you The Library’s entire collection of VHS tapes
can give it a permanent home.
will be for sale on November 29.
Cookbooks will also be for sale. If
you have some to donate, bring them to the Library. For further information, contact Carol Pellett at 293-8128 or cpellett95@gmail.com.

Learn to Make Chocolate and Caramel
Sue Roberts of Tickled
Pink Chocolates will teach
candy-making on Saturday,
November 15, from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Tower Arts Studio on
Guemes.
Students will learn to
make caramel and chocolate
candy, taste-test caramel
and chocolate, learn how
to temper chocolate, work
with chocolate molds, make
Sue Roberts (right) demonstrates caramel-making.
ganache, and learn decorating
tips. They get to take home the chocolates and caramels they prepare in class (and
maybe share).
This popular class fills up fast and the size is limited. The fee is $115. For more
information or to register, call Sue at 293-8878 or visit tickledpinkchocolates.com.

Gather for Lunches in November
The fall season of the Gathering Lunches got rolling last month. The lunches,
which are served at the Church Fellowship Hall on Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. for a suggested donation of $4.00, will continue in November.
On November 6, there will be a baked-potato bar. On November 13, Mexican
lasagna will be served. On November 20, shepherd’s pie will be the main course.
Lunch will not be served on Thanksgiving, November 27.
Lunches are also available on request for shut-ins. Contact Lorraine Francis at
203-8364 or 540-0920.

edith walden

The Community Soup Supper programs will resume on Tuesday, November 4, at 6 p.m., at the Guemes Island
Community Church. A program follows
a simple meal of volunteer-prepared
soup at 7
p.m. Everyone is always
welcome.
This year
the Community
Soup Suppers will
be held on the first and third Tuesdays
of the month. On November 4, Ginger and Steve Orsini will speak about
their recent travels to Ireland and Sweden. On November 18, Dan Burnett
and friends will entertain with uplifting
music.
The second and fourth Tuesdays
will be open to any individual or group
wishing to sponsor a presentation (lecture, DVD, forum, concert, and so
forth). The offering of food could be
anything from popcorn to soup, as determined by the sponsor. If you wish to
reserve a date, contact Connie Snell at
csnell@clear.net or call 708-3589.

Library Sale Coming November 29

joseph miller
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By Edith Walden
Jim Martin, longtime accounting
technician for the Skagit County Public
Works Department, left the department
on September 22 to accept a position
as accounting manager/assistant controller for Skagit Valley College. Martin
had served for 14 years in his position,
under eight Public Works directors.
Throughout his tenure he was responsible for providing accounting support
to the Guemes ferry manager; he served
three of them.
He first began working with the
Guemes Island Ferry Committee in
2004, when the Operations and Performance Roundtable was established.
He worked with the Ferry Committee and Ferry Manager Ron Panzero to
track and forecast ridership, develop fare
structures and schedules, and provide
financial analysis. He helped draft the
Ferry Fare Revenue Target, along with
Panzero, Glen Veal, and Carl Cady. In a
job that didn’t usually require much citizen involvement, Martin enjoyed “being involved in something people were
passionate about” where his skills were
acknowledged, even though the parties
were sometimes at “loggerheads.”
Martin also served as the county’s
lead public-information officer during
emergencies such as floods and the recent I-5 bridge collapse. He had taken advanced training from the Federal Emergency Management Agency for

edith walden

Ferry Accountant Jim Martin Leaves the County
In October 2012, then–Public
Works Director Henry Hash appointed
Martin to be interim controller, a position he held until August 2013. He was,
and continues to be (he graduates in
February), in the process of finishing his
BA degree, and even though he had the
experience, he was not allowed to have
it credited (as is sometimes allowed) in
order to apply for the permanent controller position, which requires a BA.

“He will be missed”

Jim Martin is the new accounting manager/
assistant controller for Skagit Valley College.

those duties. Additionally, he served as
union president for the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees for two years. (All Public
Works employees who are not managers must belong to the union; ferry crew
belong to the Inlandboatmen’s Union).

edith walden

Commissioner Candidate Visits Island

Lisa Janicki (standing) met with islanders on October 12, answering questions for
an hour and a half in her campaign for Skagit County Commissioner. Her opponent, Kevin Loy, was invited to the candidates’ open house but did not attend.

Former ferry committee chair Glen
Veal told the Tide that he enjoyed working with Martin. “He knew the data and
his knowledge increased through the
years,” said Veal. “He will be missed. I
wish him well.”
At a Skagit County commissioners’
public hearing on September 16, the
commissioners presented Martin with a
Certificate of Commendation. Commissioner Ron Wesen, who first met Martin
in doing work with the Ferry Committee, commended him on his patience in
answering “the many, many tough questions they [Ferry Committee] keep asking and [your] trying to work through
it. You helped them understand the
numbers and the way we do things because of the ordinances and rules and
all.” Wesen paused, and then added,
“Not that they agreed all the time.” At
this point, knowing laughter erupted
from the audience.
With so many financial decisions
regarding the ferry ahead, Veal’s assessment is quite likely to be true: Jim Martin will be missed.
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Check the Protection Class Rating on
Your Fire Insurance
By Edith Walden
Former fire commissioner Jim Dugan brought the Tide’s attention to a
neighbor’s experience that has relevance
to many islanders.
The neighbor had experienced a sudden $150 increase in the premium on
his home-insurance policy. Upon investigation, the neighbor learned that
his insurance company had mistakenly
changed the “fire protection class” on
his policy.
The Washington Surveying and Rating Bureau (WSRB) rates every fire district in the state on a scale of 1 to 10,
with 1 indicating the best service. Ratings are determined by how far a property is from the fire department and
from the nearest hydrant, and whether
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·
 







Peter Kuhlein



the nearest fire department has “tender
credit”—the capacity to pump water at
250 gallons per minute for at least 30
minutes.
Fire District 17 (Guemes Island)
does not have tender credit; the district
is rated as an 8. Guemes residents who
live more than 1,000 feet from a fire hydrant (most of us) are rated 8A. Because
all residents on Guemes live within five
miles of the fire station, no property
should be rated above 8A. Jim’s neighbor had been mistakenly rated as 9A.
David Bruell, vice president of
WSRB, told the Tide that the protection class rating usually appears on the
first page of a home-insurance policy,
although it may not be stated as a numeral. (My policy states, “No hydrant
within 1000’ station within 3 miles”—
the equivalent of an 8A rating.) It might
be worth checking your rating, especially if you experience a dramatic increase
in your premium.
Jim’s neighbor received documentation from the Guemes Island Fire
Department that District 17 has an
8 rating, and his insurance company
adjusted his fee.

Leo Osborne Wins Second
People’s Choice Award

Leo Osborne’s sculpture Illuminated One
won the People’s Choice Award in Olympia.

By Edith Walden
On September 23, the Olympia City
Council announced that island artist
Leo Osborne had won the Percival
Plinth Project People’s Choice Award,
for the second year in a row. His bronze
sculpture of a cormorant, Illuminated
One, was exhibited for voting from July
25 through August 31 along with 12
other sculptures at Percival Landing.
Out of 481 votes, Osborne received
179; the runner-up received 71. The
sculpture will be purchased by the City
of Olympia.
The sculpture exhibit will remain at
the landing through next spring, after
which it will be displayed temporarily at
City Hall for one year. Following that,
the sculpture will be placed permanently somewhere else in the community.
Rainforest Dream, Osborne’s winning
sculpture from last year, is currently installed in Olympia’s City Hall.
To learn more about the public-art
project or to see the other sculptures,
visit olympiawa.gov/plinth.

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When

What

Mondays

Strength-Building Group
Yoga
Strength-Building Group
Zumba*
Kundalini Yoga
Yoga
Strength-Building Group

Wednesdays

Fridays
Nov. 1, Sat.
Nov. 2, Sun.
DaylightSavings Time
Ends
Nov. 3, Mon.

Library open
Church Service

Time

November 2014
Where

Regularly scheduled exercise classes
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
9:00 - 10:00 am
Hall
5:00 - 6:30 pm
Church
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Island events by the day
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
9:30 am
Church

Contact
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Elke Macartney 770-7831
Constance Mayer 299-3358
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yadi Young 293-9271

Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
GIPAC
6:00 pm
Church
Allen Bush, Jr. 293-7439
A Course in Miracles Study Group
6:30 - 8:00 pm
4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Nov. 4, Tues.
Brown Bag Book Club
1:30 pm
Matchett's
Connie Snell 705-3589
Election Day Soup Supper: Ginger and Steve Orsini 6:00 pm
Church
Travels in Ireland and Sweden
Meditation
6:30 - 7:30 pm
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Nov. 5, Wed.
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Nov. 6, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Baked Potato Bar
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Nov. 7, Fri.
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Nov.8, Sat.
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Nov. 9, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
GIPAC Annual Meeting
4:00 pm
Hall
Allen Bush, Jr. 293-7439
Nov. 10, Mon.
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Fire Commissioners Meeting
7:00 pm
Fire Hall
Chip Bogosian 293-2760
Historical Society
7:00 pm
Church
Carol Deach 708-2726
Nov. 11, Tues.
Meditation
6:30 - 7:30 pm
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Veterans Day Knitting Night
7:00 pm
Pellett's
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Nov. 12, Wed.
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Nov. 13, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Mexican Lasagne
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Men's Book Club
7:00 pm
Church
George Meekins 840-9391
Nov. 14, Fri.
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When

What

Time

Where

Contact

Nov. 15, Sat.
Nov. 16, Sun.
Nov. 17, Mon.

Library open
Church Service
Nidra Yoga Meditation
Library open
A Course in Miracles Study Group
Library Book Club
Community Soup Supper:
Music - Dan Burnett & Friends
Meditation
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
Library open
Gathering Lunch: Shepherds Pie
GICCA meeting
Meditation
Library open
Library open
Church Service: David Wertheimer
Nidra Yoga Meditation
Library open
Cemetery Commissioners Meeting
Healthful Living
Meditation
Knitting Night
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm
9:30 am
9:15 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
8:00 pm
6:00 pm

Library
Church
Church
Library
4709 S Shore Dr
Library
Church

Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yadi Young 293-9271
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Carol Pellett 293-8128

6:30 - 7:30 pm
11:00 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
11:30 am - 12:15 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 - 10:00 am
2:00 - 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00 pm
9:30 am
9:15 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
6:30 - 7:30 pm
7:30 pm
11:00 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

7133 Glencoe Ln
Church
Library
Church
Hall
7133 Glencoe Ln
Library
Library
Church
Church
Library
Fire Hall
Church
7133 Glencoe Ln
Pellett's
Church
Library

Jon Prescott 929-6996
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Julie Pingree 293-2296
Jon Prescott 929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yadi Young 293-9271
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Angie Veal 941-1930
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Jon Prescott 929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128

Nov. 18, Tues.

Nov. 19, Wed.
Nov. 20, Thu.
Nov. 21, Fri.
Nov. 22, Sat.
Nov. 23, Sun.
Nov. 24, Mon.

Nov. 25, Tues.
Nov. 26, Wed.
Nov. 27, Thu.
Thanksgiving
Nov. 28, Fri.
Nov. 29, Sat.
Nov. 30, Sun.

Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Holiday Bazaar
10:00 am - 3:00 pm Church & Hall
Janice Veal 293-3721
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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Black and White Gala Delights

photos by edith walden

Left: At the table, Juby Fouts (left), Gail Messett, and Sharon Hughlitt prepare food for the gala, while Anna Prewitt (right) waits to serve
plates and, in the background, Clarity Weatherby waits to serve and Kathy Finks assists the food preparation. Right: (From left) Jacquie
Prescott, Ron Knowles, Lynne Myall, and Bob Prescott enjoy the Black and White Gala at the Hall.

By Edith Walden
Forty-two islanders definitely got
their money’s worth at the Black and
White Gala on September 27 at the
Community Center.
The diners—many dressed to theme
in black-and-white attire that matched
the table settings and the Hall décor—
were happy to enjoy fine dining and fine
company close to home while the car
ferry was out of service.
Event coordinator Emma Schroder

was pleased to have raised $600 to benefit the Hall.
Cooks Sharon Hughlitt, Gail Messett, Julie Pingree, and Marla Hovey
shared the task of presenting hors
d’oeuvres of meatballs and stuffed
mushrooms; a vegetable salad with savory ranch dressing or a super-greens
salad with goat cheese and poppy-seed
dressing; an entrée choice of vegetarian
lasagna, Cornish game hen, peach brandy roast pork, or buttered rum raisin

Holiday Bazaar on November 29
edith walden

By Edith Walden
Instead of fighting the crowds
at the malls and box stores to shop
for holiday gifts after Thanksgiving,
you can attend the island’s annual
Holiday Bazaar. Local artists, craftspeople, and bakers will set out their
wares at the Community Center
and the Guemes Island Community
Church from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday, November 29.
You may find wreaths, soaps,
Skye Blue offers a taste of local honey at last
jewelry, carvings, knives, art, ceramyear’s Holiday Bazaar.
ics, specialty food, honey, textiles,
and more—all hand produced locally. You can warm up with homemade soup, hot
beverages, and baked goods. The new Guemes calendar will also be available (see
article on page 4), published by the Guemes Island Historical Society, the sponsor of
the event.
It’s not too late to register for a vendor’s table. Applications are due November
21. You can rent a card table for $10 or a six-foot table for $25. Contact Janice Veal at
293-3721 or janiceaveal@gmail.com, or Carol Deach at caroldeach@aol.com.
Proceeds from the Bazaar support the Historical Society and the fund for the
construction of an island museum.

roast pork, all accompanied with roasted
vegetables; and topped off with brownies, black-and-white shortbread, or panna cotta with berries.
Young servers Wesley Bone, J. T.
and Katherine Butler, Anna Prewitt,
and Clarity Weatherby waited tables,
and Dan Burnett set the mood with
piano music. (See Emma’s letter on page
2 for more details about the event and
acknowledgments.)
Plans are afoot for a repeat performance next year.
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John Rose Honored by Nature Conservancy
edith walden

of the East Cascade forest. Restoration
of that natural habitat will require controlled burns and possibly the
By Edith Walden
construction of a sawmill to
When part-time islander John
make thinning of the forests viRose was 12 years old, he accomable. He recognizes the counterpanied a boyhood friend to Yelintuitiveness of that idea for a
low Island, owned by the friend’s
conservation organization, but
family. That trip was a highlight
John is willing to think “outof his childhood, with the sailing
side the box.” It’s that kind of
and hiking and the natural setdetermination and leadership
ting, but it also provided a directhat brought him the Oak Leaf
tion to the rest of his life.
honor.
In 1975, after marrying Patty,
When he’s not hard at work
he saw a request from the Nature
at the Conservancy, he works
Conservancy for contributions to
about three days a week as the
purchase and preserve Yellow Isfounder and CEO of Practical
land, which was being sold by the Patty and John Rose relax on the deck of their North Beach
Steam, which is working on reDodds, the aunt and uncle of his home with their dog, Olga.
inventing a reciprocating steam
old friend. John and Patty sent
the ensuing years he has chaired the
$10 (equal to about $45 today), and
board as well as the Philanthropy, Nom- engine that will run by burning wood
have remained members of the Conserinating & Governance, Executive, Cam- rather than using complicated, expensive, and inefficient turbines.
vancy ever since.
paign, and Conservation committees.
On October 9 in Atlanta, John was
But what is dearest to his heart is prepresented one of seven prestigious Oak
serving habitat for the future.
The path to Guemes
Leaf Awards, given annually at a VolunHe’s proud of the Conservancy’s
John and Patty raised three sons in
teer Leadership Summit by the global
work to restore and preserve Ebey’s
Fall City. Patty, a school librarian, was
organization to volunteers who “have
Landing near Coupeville and Fisher
friends with Susan Briggs Churchill, and
made extraordinary commitments.”
Slough on the Skagit Delta; the latter
their family came to Guemes to visit
project united warring parties (Corps of the Churchills over the years. In 2006,
Engineers, Skagit County, farmers, and
the Roses purchased their North Beach
The path to conservation
tribes)
to
restore
the
estuary
for
bird
and
property. They are still in the process of
Following a stint as budget director
salmon habitat, which also resulted in
completing their island home. Patty refor King County, John joined Seattleimproved drainage for upstream farms.
tired last year and is looking forward to
Northwest Securities Corporation,
John speaks passionately about progardening and “something new.” They
where he focused on helping cities,
tecting 30,000 acres of shrub-steppe
vow to spend 72 nights a year here.
counties, and schools with their public
habitat east of the mountains near MoAs they look out over the water,
financing needs and investments. Busione can easily imagine the joy of that
ness success followed. The Roses wanted ses Coulee and the Nature Conservancy’s current ambitious project to protect 12-year-old boy discovering something
to increase their charitable giving and
and restore the most biologically diverse new. Fifty-some years later, he’s returned
approached the Nature Conservancy.
forest in North America—140,000 acres to island life.
In 2000, John joined the board. In
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Island’s Young Recording Star
edith walden

Above: Voice coach Lisa Grace (left) works with Danni
on her song “Cowgirl Boots.” Top right: Danni records
the song in the London Bridge Studio.

By Edith Walden
Anyone who watched 10-year-old
Danni-Lynn Snell do her Elvis impression at the May talent show recognized
that Danni is especially gifted with stage
presence and talent.
This summer, Danni worked with
voice coach and islander Lisa Grace to
prepare for a recording session in the
famed London Bridge Studios (LBS) in
Seattle. This is where Soundgarden, Alice in Chains, and Pearl Jam made their
marks in the 1980s and ’90s. Melissa
Etheridge and Bon Jovi have also recorded there.
Danni wrote her own lyrics for
“Cowgirl Boots” and worked weekly
with Lisa to set the tune, fill in the
chord structure, and prepare for studio
recording in an isolation booth.

No Veterans Day Ceremony
No ceremony is planned for Veterans Day on November 11, according to
Adam Veal of the cemetery commission.
He said the cemetery commissioners
will decorate veterans’ graves with
American flags.

Music that shines

Grace received a master’s degree in music education from the University of Washington and has worked as a full-time music
teacher for 20 years. In 1999, she and
her identical-twin sister Linda Sebenius
founded a music-education company
called Let Your Music Shine. The company produces material and programs
to introduce the joy of classical music

Island
Birthdays
Danni-Lynn Snell turns 11 on November 6.
On November 7, Jack Kilbreath turns 5
and Marissa Townsend turns 12.
Shaw Clifton turns 12 on November
15.
Lily-Rose Day turns 12 on November
25.
Rivers Olson turns 13 on November 26.
Michael Spahr turns 10 on November
29.
(Editors’ note: This section lists birthdays of youngsters with island connections who are turning 16 or younger. To
get a family member added to our list,
contact us at editorial@guemestide.org
or 299-9999.)

Olivia Snell

On August 28, Danni
and Lisa spent two hours
at LBS laying down six
tracks—lead, harmony
(Danni did her own), banjo, accordion, piano, and
drums—and, with the help
of engineer and LBS owner
Geoff Ott, finished the recording.
“It was amazing!” Danni told the Tide. “I learned
a lot about voice and recording, and I got to do
some things I’d never done
before.”
Lisa, who describes
Danni as a “ball of fire,”
says she has loved coaching
her: “She did a great job in
one session.”

to very young children (zero to five years
old). The sisters are in their 15th season
with the Seattle Symphony and 10th
season with the Vancouver (B.C.) Symphony, performing about 40 times a
year. Visit lisalindashine.com for more
information.
In addition to performing with her
sister and teaching voice and performance in her studios in Anacortes and
Sammamish, Grace also composes,
leads songwriting workshops, and is a
member of the Pacific Northwest chapter of the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (the selectors of
the Grammy Awards). To learn more,
see lgracemusic.com.
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Cathy Schoenberg Exhibits Art

Hunting Winds Up
The modern firearm (shotgun)
hunt on Guemes for any deer concludes with a November 13–16 season
this year. Archers may hunt from November 26 to the end of the year, also
for any deer.
Muzzleloaders are limited to a
hunt from November 27 through December 15, for any deer.
Trespassing can be reported to
the county sheriff via 911. Other illegal
hunting activity should be reported to
the State Patrol at 757-1175.

Wright College, where she earned a
BFA in art, and she’s been making
art ever since.
Islanders may have seen her artwork on the windows of the Skagit
Valley Co-op, in posters for Art’s
Alive! or MoNA Style, or in the
Anne Martin McCool Gallery in
Anacortes. She also has art in the
Waterworks Gallery in Friday Harbor and in Cottons in La Conner.
She will be exhibiting in the Art’s
Alive! Invitational Show at Maple
Hall in La Conner October 31
Cathy Schoenberg’s Stepping Up to the Plate
through November 2.
You can meet her and see and buy
holiday open house on Saturday, Deher work (paintings, ceramics, and calcember 6, at Tower Arts Studio, 5424
endars) at the upcoming island artists’
South Shore Drive.

So Much Fun It’s Scary
Emily Bush (left) made a convincing zombie
cheerleader and Will Prewitt (below) was
a ghoulish Dracula at the Halloween party
organized by Hallie Freeman on October
25. For three hours, families dressed in costumes enjoyed the decorated Hall, games,
food, a dark haunted house, and a costume
contest. Hallie notes that she had a lot of
help from parents and older kids.

Notice

Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting,
November 10, 2014,
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.
Public welcome.

Courtesy Cathy Schoenberg

By Edith Walden
Cathy Schoenberg is showing figurative and colorful oils on canvas at a
Healing Through Art exhibit at PeaceHealth St. Joseph Medical Center in
Bellingham. The show runs from October 18 through next January 31.
Schoenberg is known for her exotic
paintings and vivid colors. Several of the
works in the exhibit are four feet square
and fill the wall with astounding colors
in a peaceful, relaxing way.
Cathy became interested in art a
young age. She won a mural-painting
contest when she was about 10, she remembers. While still in high school, she
began taking college art classes for extra
credit. She won a scholarship to Fort

photos by edith walden
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• in memoriam •

Barney Killorin
Bernard H. “Barney” Killorin, a 14-year
resident of Guemes, died on September 25
at the age of 76.
He was born in Duluth, Minnesota,
to Mary and Bernard Killorin, and moved
to Oklahoma City in 1971, where he met
Beki.
In 1986 Barney and Beki, his wife of 42
years, moved to the island, where he fulfilled
a long-held dream to build his own home.
He followed that project by taking on carpentry work around the island until he was
drawn back into his profession of insurance
and retirement planning.
The couple moved to Mount Vernon in 2000.
Barney had a meticulous personality that exhibited itself in such projects as customizing motorcycles and sports cars. And he loved to ride. On Guemes, he embarked in new forms of recreation with Beki—bicycling and kayaking. After moving, he continued using his building skills, remodeling the homes he lived in.
“‘Bumps’ was a project guy,” says his granddaughter, Tatum Douglas. “He gave
100 percent of his energy and focus and made sure it was done right. No short cuts.
Whether it was knocking out a bedroom wall (at 2:00 in the morning) to make
room for a large master bathroom . . . or completely refinishing a swimming pool,
he never sat still.
“Barney’s wisdom, honesty, work ethic, and humility and his steadfast faithfulness in his love for the Lord were qualities that he carried all through his life.”
Besides Beki, survivors include a brother, Tim Killorin; a sister, Mary Killorin;
four children from a blended marriage: Michael Scott Killorin, Kyle Christopher
Killorin, Brett Beavers, and Brooke Douglas; and 12 grandchildren and 1 greatgrandchild.
A celebration of his life was held at His Place Church in Burlington.

Planning Committee’s Annual Meeting
November 9; Elections for Three Posts
By Nancy Fox
The Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee (GIPAC) will hold its annual
meeting on Sunday, November 9, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Community Center. Members of the public are invited to attend.
Elections will be held at the meeting for three positions on the board, each for a
three-year term. All island residents and property owners are eligible to vote. Nominations will be taken from the floor; interested candidates are encouraged to contact
committee chair Allen Bush Jr. prior to the meeting. Two incumbents on the board are
willing to serve another term, but new volunteers are sought to run for election. Bruce
Rooney is vacating his position. (One additional position, vacant due to a resignation,
will be filled by appointment subsequent to the annual meeting.)
At the meeting, the board will lead a discussion of current planning issues,
including the status of the Guemes Island Subarea Plan, an update on the county’s
Shoreline Master Program, data on recent island growth, and information on rainwater catchment systems and static well-water measurement.
Current members of GIPAC are Allen Bush Jr., Stuart Charles, Gary Curtis, Nancy
Fox, Sandy McKean, and Bruce Rooney.

Francis Shoultz

Francis Reba Shoultz died October 6
at the age of 95.
She was born on Guemes Island on
October 18, 1918, to Lillian and Louis
Shoultz.
She lived with her parents until the
age of 21 and moved to Buckley, Washington, in 1947. She resided at the
Rainier School for the rest of her life.
She was preceded in death by her parents; sisters Agnes, Evadeen, and Mildred; and her niece Linda Porter.
She is survived by her brother Marvin Shoultz, sister-in-law Alice Shoultz,
and many nieces and nephews.
Graveside services were held at
Grandview Cemetery in Anacortes on
October 10.

Are You Ready for
Renewable Energy?

Consultations
with Ian Woofenden

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies
Renewable
Energy Systems
Energy Efficient
Home Strategies
Guemes Island
Renewable Energy Tours

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520
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Looking Back

Edited by Win Anderson
Five Years Ago
For the first time in 15
years, the island is without a
local newspaper as the Evening Star is retired. A group
of islanders meets with Star
publisher Win Anderson to
organize a follow-up paper.
—The Evening Star,
November 2009

Myron Persing, Kym Kelley collection

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society
log structure as having cracks
chinked with mortar. “Sometimes the chinks fell out so [it]
didn’t always keep out all the
wind but at least diverted its
general direction.”
—The Evening Star,
November 1999

Sixty Years Ago
“A cracked engine block
has put the Guemes Island
ferry out of service ‘indefiThe original wooden-hulled Guemes went into service as a joint
nitely.’ The resulting crisis has
Ten Years Ago
project of the Guemes Ferry Co. and the ill-fated Sloan Shipyard
been termed ‘the most imporGyneth Humble and her
in 1917. Sold at a sheriff’s sale in 1919, it was bought by a consor- tant and crucial problem facfamily announce, without
fanfare, the gift of a half-acre tium including islanders Jack Kidd and William Alverson. In 1920, ing Anacortes today. . . .’ The
Bill Bessner took over for 28 years. Sandrum Bernsen squeezed
Community Action Program
of land to the Community
another 9 years out of the old hull until its retirement in 1959.
approved a motion to study
Center Association for parkthe problem through its government
Fifteen Years Ago
ing north of the Hall. It is the second
committee for possible measures in conAlice Shoultz places the helmet of
time the family has shown its generosjunction with other municipal and civic
World War I hero Harry Causland in
ity, having earlier donated a full acre to
organizations.
the Anacortes Historical Museum for
the Church south of the Hall, allowing
—Anacortes American,
safekeeping until Guemes can arrange
a new well to be drilled and to improve
October 21, 1954
the parking strip serving the two neigh- for an appropriate display space on the
island. Alice discovered the helmet on
boring institutions.
One Hundred Years Ago
the old Causland property when she
Author-illustrator Doe Burn is feaMr. and Mrs. Frank Causland and
and Marvin lived there for a time. Caustured in piece by Betty Crookes. Burn
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Goodwin are given a
land died in the final days of the Great
is best known for her whimsical, classic
surprise party in honor of their respecWar in an act that saved his unit. He
book Andrew Henry’s Meadow.
was honored in General John Pershing’s tive wedding anniversaries (30 and 20
Sage and Rivers Olson display reyears), “one of the most enjoyable events
famous list of 100 war heroes.
cord-setting volunteer potatoes found
held in the new Community Hall.”
The reminiscences of early Guemes
in their garden compost pile, the largest
—Anacortes American,
schoolteacher Claribel Dahlen are reweighing in at 37 ounces.
November 5 and 19, 1914
—The Evening Star, November 2004 printed. She recalls the 20-by-30-foot

