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County Officials Meet on Guemes
edith walden

Adams, and Environmental Public
Health Manager
Corrine Storey.
Anacortes Mayor Laurie Gere was
in the audience, as
was Katie McCulloch, executive assistant for Berentson.
The meeting
began with Win
Anderson, representing the Guemes
Island Historical
Society, presenting a plaque commemorating the
community leaders
Skagit County Commissioner Sharon Dillon (center) attends her
who spearheaded
last Public Forum on Guemes, flanked by fellow commissioners
the building of the
Ken Dahlstedt (left) and Ron Wesen.
“Community
Center Hall” 100 years ago.
By Edith Walden
Then each official, with the excepOn September 17, about 50 islandtion of Nichol, offered a brief status
ers attended a Public Forum at the
report about their department.
Community Center to meet with a
number of county officials.
At the meeting were Skagit County
Crime shows little change
Commissioners Ken Dahlstedt, ShaChief of Corrections Wend was fillron Dillon, and Ron Wesen, as well as
ing in for Sheriff Will Reichardt. He rePublic Works Director Dan Berentson,
ported that construction of the new jail
County Engineer Paul Randall-Grutter, is on schedule and due to be completed
Ferry Operations Division Manager
in May 2017.
Rachel Rowe, Public Works Controller
A handout of crime statistics for the
Jim Nichol, Emergency Medical Servic- island showed little change in the total
es Director Mark Raaka, Chief of Corcalls for service or the breakdown of
rections Charlie Wend, Planning and
crime categories over the past several
Development Services Director Dale
years; civil problems were the most
Pernula, Public Health and Communumerous, resulting in 10 incidents
nity Services Director Jennifer Johnson, reported from July 1, 2013, to June
Parks and Recreation Director Brian
30, 2014. He relayed a message from

October 2014
Reichardt that “at any point an islander
wants face-to-face contact with a deputy, we will make that happen.”

Septic rebates still available

Johnson announced that in January Public Health and Community Services had merged into one department.
Storey reported that almost 500 of the
nearly 700 septic systems on the island
have been inspected; only 18 systems
had failed, and of those, only 3 had yet
to be followed up on.
She reminded islanders that $100
rebates for inspections and the installation of risers and lids that occurred after
October 1, 2011, will be available until
December 1 of this year.
The rules have changed so that those
who received rebates during the last inspection period and renters are now
(continued on page 4)

Ferry to Land on
Beach October 6–10
On September 29, Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe
told the Tide that a counterweightsheave malfunction will require repair
to the Guemes dock prior to the
return of the M/V Guemes. Rowe has
scheduled the repair for October 6
through 10. The landing craft Warrior
will replace the Strait Arrow to enable
beach landings on Guemes. In stormy
weather, the Warrior will not be able
to operate. Rowe advises that beach
landings can be challenging for those
with disabilities and encourages
people who don’t have to travel to
stay home. For more information, see
skagitcounty.net/ferry or linetime.org.
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Letters
Fall Festival fun and funds

The Fall Festival was a wonderful
success this year, with a grand total
of $1,288.87 raised for the Betty
Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship
Fund for island high-school students.
The proceeds were as follows: donated baked goods, $597.50; table rentals,
$385; Betsy Ockwell’s donated posters
proceeds, $200; and coffee, cookies,
and donations, $106.37.
Many thanks to the following volunteers who contributed to the efforts:
Marla Hovey, Susan Rombeek, Julie

Hopkins, Karen Hancock, Betsy Ockwell, the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold
Scholarship Committee members, the
Guemes Island Property Owners Association board members, the Guemes
Island Community Center Association, the Guemes Island Community Church, everyone who contributed
baked goods, including the West Shore
Street Walkers, the Guemes Tide, and
LineTime.
I think all would agree that it was a
fun event and for a very worthy cause.
—Howard Pellett

Burn Ban Still In Effect on Guemes
On September 29, the Skagit County Fire Marshal’s Office lifted the outdoor burning restrictions throughout the county.
But because of the lack of mutual aid from surrounding fire
departments during the car-ferry haulout, the Guemes Island Fire Department has elected to retain the modified
burn ban until the M/V Guemes returns to service.
The car ferry is scheduled to return on October 15. Until it does, outdoor burning is restricted to recreational fires
under specified conditions. When the ban is lifted, you
may burn up to a four-by-four-foot pile of natural vegetation
without a permit on Guemes. To burn a larger pile, you must
obtain a permit from the Skagit County Fire Marshal by calling 4197789. Permits are issued on a first-come, first-served basis.
It is never legal to burn garbage, household trash, lumber, building-construction
waste, or demolition debris. For more information about permits and restrictions,
see the fire marshal’s webpage at skagitcounty.net or guemesfire.org.

Tide Comes In a Few
Days Late

Online Renewal Bonus
Expires Soon

This issue of the Guemes Tide is arriving in mailboxes a few days later than
normal. An unusual “perfect storm” of
other obligations for our all-volunteer
staff persuaded us to slip the publication
date back a few days.
We apologize for any inconvenience
to our readers.

By Dyvon Havens
In the December 2013 issue of the
Tide, we announced a bonus for anyone
using our website to renew their subscription or purchase a new subscription. The bonus is the extension of your
expiration date by one month. The offer
is good during the 2014 calendar year.
If we receive your online renewal or new
purchase by December 31, 2014, you
get one free issue of the Tide.
To subscribe or to renew a subscription, visit guemestide.org and click
“Subscribe” at the top of the page. Then
scroll down to the “Order Online” button and follow the instructions.

Correction
The Tide inadvertently missed Sam
Stamper’s name on the Anacortes High
School honor roll list for last semester.
Sam earned a 3.5–3.99 GPA.
Sorry, Sam!
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Consultants Present Ferry Replacement Plan to Commissioners
extending the life of the vessel the maximum recommended amount . . . —18
years”).

New ferry timing and cost

Williamson explained that the time
between the initial bid request and the
commissioning of a new ferry is approximately 36 months. He also pointed out
that EBDG has calculated the cost of
each option as a “23-year cost of owner-

ship,” which includes the time for construction of a new vessel, annual maintenance for the new and existing vessels,
and fuel and oil consumption for each
vessel.
The least expensive of the three options, according to EBDG’s numbers,
is Option A. Their 23-year estimate for
Option A is $19,535,000 (in 2013 dollars). Estimates for Options B and C are
(continued on page 10)

Getting Ready for a Haulout

edith walden

By Tom Murphy
At the August 26 meeting of the
Skagit County Board of Commissioners, Matt Williamson, vice president of
project management for the Elliot Bay
Design Group (EBDG), presented the
Ferry Replacement Plan for the 35-yearold M/V Guemes.
The plan was requested by Public
Works, and the revised and final version
was published on November 22, 2013.
According to Williamson, “Nothing in
the report has changed. Public comment has highlighted cause to clarify
and explain more clearly sections of the
report.”
The report may be found online at
tinyurl.com/guemesfrp.
The focus of the report, and of Williamson’s presentation to the commissioners, was the EBDG conclusion that
it is time to consider replacing the M/V
Guemes. The design group believes it
would be “economically impractical” to
preserve the vessel beyond the next 15
to 18 years.
Williamson outlined three options
for replacement: Option A, immediate vessel replacement (“replacing the
vessel as soon as possible while still allowing sufficient time for planning and
design”); Option B, delayed vessel replacement (“moderate investment in the
existing vessel, thereby extending the life
10 years at which time a replacement
vessel would be constructed”); and Option C, midbody extension (“a major investment in the existing vessel, thereby

Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe transports a spare truck onto
Guemes on the last 4:30 car ferry before the haulout, which began September 24.
The truck carries a spare stop sign, in case one is needed, and 90 gallons of diesel to
fuel the Skagit Transit bus on Guemes for three days. The truck, which may also be
used for other unanticipated county jobs during the haulout, will be barged across
the Channel to be refilled and then returned to the island. These are just a few of the
many details to be managed in order to adequately prepare for a successful haulout.
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COUNTY PUBLIC FORUM

Ferry-trail plan progresses

the relationship that I have with all of
you,” she said. “I hope that communication can get even better. I hope that I’m
accessible. If there’s a way that I can improve that, please let me know.”
She noted that she is always learning
things about the ferry system and specifically talked about her realization that
riders want more notice about upcoming outages. (A large wedding had been
scheduled far in advance of the announcement of the ferry outage
this year.)
Subarea plan
Rowe pledged to try
Planning director
to put the bid specificaPernula announced that
tions together earlier, so
the Skagit County
that by the first quarter
Comprehensive Plan is
of next year the hauldue to be updated in
out dates could be an2016 and that current
nounced. She hopes to
projections call for 20
be able to announce the
percent residential popuhaulout dates for 2016
lation growth in rural
next year as well.
areas (versus 80 percent
Commissioner
in cities). He said he exDahlstedt commentpected that the transed that the community
portation and housing
had come together after
elements will need signif- Win Anderson (center) notes the hanging of a plaque commemorating the
the
difficult times duricant updates.
100th anniversary of the Hall at the Public Forum.
ing the decision-making
The department is
working on a third draft of the Shorethis trail [Ferry Trail] have a recreational process of revising the ferry schedule.
“That’s the most important thing—your
line Master Program. Recommendations component, but it has a transportation
neighbors and your community,” he
regarding setbacks and building envecomponent and a safety component.”
lopes from the Guemes Island Subarea
He indicated that while the county does observed. “Especially when you are on
an island, those relationships and being
Plan, which the Guemes Island Plannot have a lot of money for the project,
able to support one another are really
ning Advisory Committee requested to
he has been consulting with the comimportant. We really want to continue
be included, are now part of the draft.
mittee and plans to support the project
to make sure you have safe, reliable, and
He discussed the request by Shell
in any way he can.
affordable service.”
Oil for a rail spur to accommodate more
oil trains to the refinery. Because the
Ferry issues
spur adjoins some wetlands, a Shoreline
County Engineer Randall-Grutter
Comments and questions
Substantial Development Permit and
announced that next year the breakwaAn hour was reserved for comments
a variance would be required. Followter at the Anacortes ferry dock will be
and questions from the audience. A
ing a State Environmental Policy Act
removed and replaced, now that the
wide variety of issues was discussed, in(SEPA) review, the county issued a miti- dolphin replacements are completed.
cluding the jail design, the Shell Oil
gated determination of nonsignificance
Rowe indicated that she has been
rail spur, the use of military equipment
(MDNS).
working hard to improve communicaby sheriff’s deputies (Wend emphaThe department received a number
tions with all the stakeholders involved
sized that the county has a very differof comments regarding that decision
in the ferry system, many of whom have ent philosophy about addressing conand then issued a modified MDNS with differing perspectives. She noted the in- flict than Ferguson, Missouri), the need
some additional conditions. The SEPA
troduction of the Ferry Matters newsfor do-not-resuscitate identification in
review has been appealed; the appeal
letter and the email list that people can
case of emergencies away from home,
will be heard, along with an appeal of
subscribe to in order to receive notices
requests for diagonal parking on 6th
the shoreline permit and variance by the about emergencies and other matters of
Street during the haulout and a waiver
hearing examiner at an undetermined
immediate import. “I always appreciate
of the 72-hour parking limit, speeding
date.
your feedback and I always appreciate
on Guemes Island Road, garbage and
edith walden

(continued from page 1)
eligible for rebates. To qualify, you must
also take Septics 101, available free
at skagitcounty.net/septics101online.
For more information, see the Public
Health/Environmental Health webpage
at skagitcounty.net.
She also encouraged islanders to protect the freshwater that sits on top of
seawater in wells by not
pumping at a high rate.

Parks director Adams reported that
70 yards of engineered wood chips,
which allow for wheelchair access (and
soft landings), have been added to the
playground at Schoolhouse Park. He
acknowledged the hard work of the Ferry Trail committee, who submitted a
report to the county. “Everybody likes
trails,” he commented. “Not only does
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Kudos

Guemes Island Community Council
president Julie Pingree thanked retiring
commissioner Dillon for being a friend
to Guemes Island.
In her closing remarks, Dillon said
her farewells at what would be her last
Public Forum: “You guys have embraced
me so wonderfully. I really want to
thank you for being a community that
is willing to voice your opinions but also
listen to solutions . . . and to be able
to work through your problems. I feel
honored to be able to serve you . . . on
this island, as well as the rest of Skagit
County. Thanks.”
Sandy McKean rose to direct a comment to Rowe: “I can only speak for
myself but I know there are many others
on the island who think like I do. I hear
complaints about the ferry—this and
that. . . . I just want to say you run one
heck of a wonderful ferry!” The audience burst into sustained applause.
“Particularly the crew,” he continued. “I’d like you to tell your crew they
are so generous, happy, part of the island—we have an incredible crew and
an incredible ferry! Thank you very
much.”

Sustainable Guemes Award Goes to the Bees
Skye Blue and Marco Caputo Recognized

populations have been
declining drastically; 40
to 50 percent of commercial hives were wiped
out in 2012 by colony
collapse disorder. The
new bees are doing well
so far.
Skye spoke of her discovery and admiration of
bees, “who always work
together for the greater
whole.” Marco spoke of
being humbled by the
honor and admitted that
after 45 years of caring
for bees, he realized that
a friend of his was probably right who pointed
out that Marco “likes
bees better than he does
human beings.” They
both noted that Guemes
provides an ideal enviFrom left, Kit Harma presents the Guemes Sustainability
ronment for bees beAward to Marco Caputo and Skye Blue, while Carol Harma
cause the road crews do
presents a plaque designed and crafted by Robert Olson of
not spray for weed conOlson Design Works and Ron and Julie Flint of Mitercraft.
trol (thanks to efforts
by Mark Spahr, Caputo reported) and
By Edith Walden
most islanders do not use herbicides and
On July 27, Carol and Kit Harma
presented Marco Caputo and Skye Blue pesticides on their properties. They also
(and their bees) the Sustainable Guemes acknowledged the work of the volunteer
Weed Patrol that helps eradicate noxAward at a reception at the Commuious weeds using hand and mechanical
nity Center. Caputo, a longtime master
beekeeper, and Blue have been diligent- controls on the island.
In 2006, the Harma family initiatly working with the WSU-sponsored
ed the Sustainable Guemes Award folHoneybee Genetic Diversity Project in
Skagit Valley, breeding queen bees from lowing workshops on sustainable comrobust, disease-resistant stock from east- munity design that were sponsored on
Guemes by the American Institute of
ern and southern Europe.
Architects. The award is presented to
The project’s goal is to produce
islanders who exemplify the goals of
healthy hives that are adapted to local
creating and maintaining a sustainable
conditions. Caputo and Blue maintain
hives all over Guemes, raising queens for community. This year, the Guemes
Island Environmental Trust also recogdistribution throughout the Skagit Valley. “Guemes Island now is a microcosm nized Blue and Caputo with some gifts,
in gratitude for their environmentally
of newly imported genetic stock,” Blue
responsible work.
explained. “Our diversity in the 30 or
For more information about the
so colonies that we have on this island is
Honeybee Genetic Diversity Project, see
incredible!”
the April 2012 and June 2013 issues of
Pollinators are directly responsible
the Tide. Back issues of the Tide are arfor up to one-third of the world’s food
chived on guemestide.org.
supply (and indirectly even more). Bee

edith walden

emergency service during the haulout,
the Ferry Trail, the Ferry Replacement
Plan, substandard roads on the island,
resurfacing the tennis court, alleviating fireworks, and emergency management plans for an oil-train explosion.
All questions were answered.
In response to the question about
the Ferry Replacement Plan (see related
article on page 3), Dahlstedt stated that
the actual cost to replace the ferry is
around $10 million (not including operational costs). “If we do get another
ferry, you’re going to have to come up
with at least 25 to 35 percent match locally,” he predicted. “And the ferry that
we have, because we’re going to recondition it—it’s going to be in pretty good
shape—there may be some trade-in value that’s there.”
He reported that the Washington
State County Road Administration
Board was in the process of funding part
of Wahkiakum County’s ferry, which he
interpreted to be a hopeful sign.
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Welcome, Amadeo Winston

Gathering Lunches
Begin for the
Season

Amadeo Allione Sebastien Winston was born
a day early to Wyatt
Winston and Christal
Taylor on May 23 at 2:29
a.m. The second-generation islander weighed
5 pounds and 9 ounces
and was 18 inches long.
Wyatt was raised on
Guemes and is the son of
Jeff Winston.

Holiday Bazaar
Seeks Vendors

edith walden

The annual Holiday Bazaar will be held on
Saturday, November 29, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Community Center and the Church. Local artists and craftspeople are invited to reserve
space now for the event.
Vendors can rent a six-foot table for $25 or
a card table for $10. For a vendor application,
contact Janice Veal at janiceaveal@gmail.com
or 293-3721 or Carol Deach at caroldeach@
aol.com. Applications are due by November 21.
The event is sponsored by the Guemes Island
Historical Society.

Jeanie Fanton (left) tends her table
at last year’s Holiday Bazaar.

Halloween Party Planned, Details to Come
The annual Halloween party for island youngsters is scheduled for Saturday,
October 25, at 6 p.m. at the Community Center. No definite plans are yet in place;
watch the usual places for more information and plan for a fun time at the Hall.

•Save the Date•
Editors’ note: This section lists island
events we think readers might want
to know about more than a month in
advance.
••The annual Holiday Bazaar will be
held on November 29.
••The annual Holiday Community
Dinner will be on December 13.
••The winter Guemes Island Chamber
Music Series concert will be on December 21.

Happy Birthday,
Betty!
Betty Curtis is proud to be turning
80 on October 15.
She was born in Berkeley, California, and raised in Oakland. She and
husband Gary came to Guemes in 1993
and both have been active members of
the community. Betty was the organist
for 10 years at the Guemes Island Community Church and still plays as a substitute, as needed.

By Lorraine Francis
Starting October 2, Guemes Connects will again sponsor the Gathering
lunch program on Thursdays in the
Fellowship Hall of the Guemes Island
Community Church, from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. A donation of $4.00 is
suggested.
The idea behind this popular weekly
lunch is to bring the island community
together to share a wholesome meal and
socialize with friends and neighbors during the nonsummer months, when islanders tend to hibernate in their homes
as the weather turns cold.
Last year over 1,150 meals were
served, including 113 to shut-ins.
Free blood-pressure checks are available from 11:15 a.m. to noon.
The talented volunteer cooks this
year are Kim Bone, Judy Fees, Kathy
Finks, Lorraine Francis, Dyvon Havens, Sharon Hughlitt, Gail Messett,
Gail Nicolls, Anne Passarelli, and Toni
Schmokel.
Here’s the October menu: October 2, sweet and sour chicken; October
9, pork roast; October 16, chile-relleno
casserole; October 13, beef and bramble
beans; and October 30, chicken pot pie.
Free on-island transportation is
available by contacting Susan Rombeek
at 293-0777. Please try to give her 24hour notice so that she can arrange for
drivers.
The lunch is also available for shutins upon request to Meal Coordinator
Lorraine Francis at 293-8364 or 5400920. Guemes Connects can also provide short-term meal assistance if you
know of someone recuperating at home.
Volunteers to help set up, cook,
serve, or clean up are always welcome;
contact Lorraine at the number above
for more information.
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Candidates Come to Guemes

Participating in the candidates’ forum are (from left) Brad Whaley, David Allen, Susan
Rooks (barely visible), Tom Pasma, Jeanne Youngquist, Betta Spinelli, Dan Dempsey, Katie
Jungquist, Al Littlefield, Jason Easton, Cheryl Mitchell, and moderator Gail Nicolls.

By Edith Walden
Eleven candidates running for Skagit
County offices, or their representatives,
gathered at the Guemes Island Community Center on September 21 for a candidate forum organized by Guemes precinct chairs Allen Bush Jr. (Republican)
and Gail Nicolls (Democrat). Nicolls
acted as moderator when scheduled
moderator Ron Knowles was taken ill.
Each candidate or representative offered three-minute opening remarks.
Questions from the audience followed;
candidates then concluded with oneminute statements.
David Allen, chair of Skagit County
Democrats, represented Kristine Lytton,
who is the incumbent state representative for the 40th legislative district. Her
opponent, Dan Miller (R), had a previous commitment but sent no representative.
Islander Susan Rooks, campaign
manager for Lisa Janicki (D), represent-

Vandal Cuts Gate Open
On August 26 or 27, an unknown
party—apparently using a set of
hydraulic shears—cut the lock on the
gate that blocks vehicle access from
Muriel Lane up to the cell-tower area
on Guemes Mountain, according to the
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office.
No other damage was reported in
the area as of press time. There are no
leads or suspects in the case.

ed Janicki. Her opponent, Kevin Loy
(R), could not attend and sent no representative.
Tom Pasma (D) is running for county assessor, a position Don Munks is
vacating. His opponent, Dave Thomas
(R), could not attend and did not send
a representative.
Incumbent auditor Jeanne Youngquist (D) informed the audience that
Skagit County has the highest percentage of ballots that come through drop
boxes in the state: 72 percent. Her opponent, Cheryl Mitchell (R), a former

Hunting Season
Continues

Hunting season on Guemes continues this month with a modern firearm
season October 11–13 and again November 13–16 for any deer.
The next archery season is November 26 through December 31. The September muzzleloader season continues
through October 5 and reopens November 27 through December 15, also for
any deer.
Hunting violations can be reported
to the State Patrol at 757-1175. Report
trespass violations to the Skagit County
Sheriff’s Office using the 911 hotline.
Typical hunting violations include
shooting across or along a road, using
artificial lights or night-vision equipment, and hunting while impaired
(alcohol or drugs).
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deputy in the auditor’s office, was also
present.
Incumbent treasurer Katie Jungquist
(R) and her opponent, Brad Whaley
(D), and incumbent PUD commissioner #1 Al Littlefield and his opponent,
Jason Easton, all participated. Incumbent coroner Dan Dempsey (D), who
is running as a write-in candidate, and
his opponent, Betta Spinelli (D), current clerk of the Skagit County Board
of Equalization, both made their statements. When questioned by an audience member about why he was running as a write-in candidate, Dempsey
said he had planned to retire from his
position but changed his mind after the
filing deadline.
Audience members’ questions included ones about an embezzlement incident in the treasurer’s office, attending a community bill of rights meeting,
privatizing the PUD water district, a
state income tax, interagency cooperation, televising PUD meetings, whether
it was a conflict of interest if a coroner
was married to the prosecuting attorney (Spinelli said that a Seattle University ethics professor said it wasn’t), and
whether medical experience was useful
for the coroner (Dempsey said it was).
The forum ended in time for guests
to catch the 3:15 ferry.

8

The Guemes Tide October 2014

Store Owner Hosts Feedback Meeting
Islanders Voice Their Disappointment

Bob Anderson said, “I’m more interested in what I hear from the audience that we’re willing to give the store a
chance to succeed and to change in ways
that will make it succeed,” adding that
he hoped the community would give
the Reneaus a first chance and a second
chance to change. “I come from a tradition where you forgive and look for
transformation,” he added. “You don’t
live in the past.”
Others expressed a desire to start
over to build mutual respect instead of
looking for things
that are wrong.
Reneau stated
that he hoped to get
to know everyone a
little bit better, adding, “I don’t think
that last year I really
got to know very
many people.”

edith walden

By Edith Walden
order by a BLT, crab cakes, and prime
On September 20, about 70 people
rib. Retail grocery sales account for 41
gathered at the Community Center to
percent of total sales, baked goods for 5
meet with Terran Reneau, owner of An- percent.
derson’s General Store.
On September 6, Reneau, having
Hopes for listening and change
just completed his first year operating
Dentel asked the group what needed
the store, had invited the communito happen at the meeting for people to
ty to attend a “Town Hall Meeting” to
believe that their time was well spent.
“find out what you liked and didn’t like Roz Glasser responded that she wanted
and focus on what
we can do to better
serve our community.”
“I think there
was some things
we probably did
wrong, things we
could do better,” he
said in his opening
remarks. Reneau
then introduced
Issues,
Suzanna Dentel of
thoughts,
NW Mediation &
questions
Facilitation ServicThe majority of
es, who he had conthe nearly threetacted several weeks
hour meeting foearlier to facilitate
cused on issues that
the meeting. He
community memalso introduced Hal
bers are experiencDecker, the current Terran Reneau addresses a full house at a feedback meeting at the Hall. Facilitator
ing at the store,
chef.
beginning
with a
Suzanna Dentel is seated next to the easel where comments were recorded.
Dentel set some
statement of strong
ground rules for the meeting: speak redissatisfaction with personnel interacto know that the store representatives
spectfully, speak to educate, share the
would listen to what was said. “This is a tions there.
airtime, emphasize the issues not the
Boots Anderson expressed a longvery loving community,” she observed.
people, speak from your own experiing for “the gathering place that we used
“We want to see the store survive and
ence, weigh the views of others, and ask thrive.
to have. There was a wonderful spirit
questions. She commended Terran for
here—a great spot to get together with
“In the past it has been a beautiful
wanting to gather some information.
friends and have dinner or a beer or
relationship [with the store], which has
something. I miss that.”
deteriorated,” she continued. “It seems
Questions came from those wantas though some of that is a result of
Store statistics
ing to know why the store brought in
Reneau then conducted a quiz about people in this community [who] would
come forth and try to talk with the peo- liquor, why there is a need for so many
certain statistics for the store, giving
security cameras, why there are multiple in the store, and they don’t seem to
store souvenirs to the winners who had
ple TVs, why there is segregated dining,
get a response. They give suggestions
the closest guesses.
why the owners wanted to run a store,
and their comments; they’re trying to
According to Reneau, the store has
and why they don’t live on the island.
help, and there doesn’t seem
conducted 56,190 transactions in its
There were requests for better comto be a change.”
first year and sold 146,856 items. On
munication, and also for fewer surprisA show of hands indicated that a
average, a guest spends 34 minutes for
es—such as the sudden rise in mailbox
vast majority agreed that listening from
lunch and 48 minutes for dinner; the
the store could result in respect from the prices; the doubling of espresso prices;
most popular item on the menu is a
the installation of televisions; the inconcommunity.
hamburger (2,956 sold), followed in
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sistency of hours, service, and stocked
grocery items; the change in portion size
and quality of restaurant food that is
not commensurate with the prices; the
credit-card minimum; the refusal to give
quarters for the newspapers and the frequent lack of change at the till; the lack
of daily newspapers; and the discontinued sale of the Guemes Island Telephone
Directory.
Michael Brown spoke to the issue of
quality of life, noting that the quality of
food on both the grocery side and the
restaurant side has diminished considerably, with national brands replacing
Skagit Valley produce and products. “It
feels like it’s a Safeway without Safeway
prices,” he concluded.
On the plus side for many was the
installation of the 24-hour gas pumps
and the water filling station that allows
you to fill your own bottle.
Bob Anderson challenged the audience: “We need to take some ownership
for the fact that at least from a small
group of islanders, we have not been exactly hospitable to them [the Reneaus].
Much of what has been said on this island is simply not true. Let’s be honest
that this is a two-way street.”
Shawn Walliser decried the negative
comments that have appeared on the
community chalkboard: “To use a public resource to slam the store is totally
inappropriate.”

Treat us like neighbors

A number of people talked about
feeling offended and disrespected. Julie
Pingree remarked, “Now when I go into
the store I feel as if I’m a bother.”
Diane Murray worked at Anderson’s
General Store for over seven years with
the Andersons and for about eight
months with the Reneaus. In a gentle,
heartfelt, and respectful way, she spoke
to Terran: “It doesn’t have to do with
the physical things that happen at the
store. I think what people really want to
see is a change in attitude. What I saw
when there was a change in ownership
was an approach that went from community oriented and always being sure
that the community was involved to
strictly the bottom line.
“I think you have discovered over

the last year that that approach doesn’t
work, and I really hope that you take
away from this meeting a real understanding that you have to become part
of this community—and not by doing
events, but by being a human being
who interacts with other human beings
on an equal level. What I observed was
a real desire to serve people other than
the community, to get outside people to
come in—to make it a destination. Unfortunately, it just didn’t work. It really
is a country store. The attitude that I
saw when a lot of the changes took place
very suddenly was that if the community didn’t like it, it was too damn bad.
This really is a community store.”

The owner responds

Reneau responded to several of the
concerns. He admitted that they got
off on the wrong foot because, two
days after the purchase of the store, he
was called back to military service for
30 days, leaving his wife, Michelle, in
charge. “If you were a housewife and
you had to run a store, you’d make a few
mistakes in the first 30 days. I’m sorry
for that,” he apologized.
“I’m very open to community input,” he professed. “In matter of fact,
I have a suggestion box at the front
door and I have an online survey that
goes direct right to my email. If you
leave a voicemail on the telephone saying ‘I’ve got a complaint,’ I will call you
back personally. I’m pretty much there
18 hours a day, every day, seven days a
week. I’ll come out and talk to you. . . .
I can’t fix what I don’t know.”
In addressing his decision to serve liquor, he explained that the community
asked for hard alcohol. “I was there for
two months before I bought the store
and I sat there and I watched the store
for weeks, and I talked to people and I
tried to see what was going on,” he said.
“One of the things they wanted is having a mixed drink with dinner.” Stating that hard liquor accounts for only 8
percent of store sales, he insisted, “We’re
trying to be a family place.”
(The Reneaus purchased the store
on August 15, 2013. According to
the Washington State Liquor Control
Board, the Reneaus applied for their
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Store Begins Winter
Hours; Closed Mondays
Effective September 14, Anderson’s
General Store initiated new store hours
for the off-season. They are now closed
on Mondays. The store will be open on
Sunday and Tuesday through Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Friday and Saturday hours are 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
The Channelside Café at the store
will be open on Sunday from 9 a.m. to
6:30 p.m.; Tuesday through Thursday
from 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.; and Friday
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Class H spirits, beer, and wine license
the preceding June 11. The license expires on June 30, 2015.)
Regarding the mailboxes, he explained, “Mailboxes were a total surprise; I didn’t give them any thought. I
had the store and all of a sudden I had
all these mailboxes and I didn’t know
what to do with them.” He apologized
for the harsh tone of the letter he sent to
boxholders notifying them of the steep
price increase and giving them 11 days
to decide whether to leave their box or
pay the new price.
He also apologized for his experiment of hiring “a frou-frou chef. That
was a horrible failure, and I’m sorry for
that,” he said, noting that he didn’t like
it, customers didn’t like it, and employees didn’t like it.
Dentel challenged islanders to make
a choice between perpetuating a negative attitude toward the store or becoming a partner by providing feedback.
In response to islanders’ sense of being disrespected, Reneau responded, “I
want to change that perception and do
something about it. We don’t want to
say ‘customers,’ we want to say ‘guests’
and ‘family’ and ‘friends.’ I don’t know
anyone very well here and that needs to
change.” He pledged to address the recorded comments and questions in writing within two weeks by working with
LineTime and the Tide.
Though the meeting ended with no
clear outcome, numerous islanders appeared at least somewhat interested in
what’s to come, with several noting that
actions speak louder than words.

10
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FERRY REPLACEMENT

(continued from page 3)
$21,499,000 and $26,737,000, respectively. Option B calls for a new ferry in
10 years—“the longest reasonable life
extension achievable with a minimal
overhaul of the existing vessel’s systems”
at an estimated cost of $929,000, and
Option C calls for a new ferry in 15 to
18 years. The cost for a new ferry is expressed in each option as $8.4 million,
a figure likely to increase the longer a
purchase is delayed.
Williamson informed the Tide that
EBDG estimates the ferry outages associated with the renovations in Options B and C are three to four months
for Option B and six to nine months for
Option C.
Commissioners Sharon Dillon, Ken
Dahlstedt, and Ron Wesen expressed
their desire to ensure the Guemes Island
ferry was reliable, safe, effective, and efficient. They also expressed their gratitude and support for the development
of a plan for a new ferry led by Ferry
Operations Division Manager Rachel
Rowe.

“Not time for a new vessel”

During the public comment period following the report, chair of the
Guemes Island Ferry Committee, Steve
Orsini, began his remarks by stating,
“We were handed this report just this
morning.” (Here he held up a copy of
the Ferry Replacement Plan dated November 22, 2013.) “We have some

serious problems with the report,” he
continued, asserting that many of the
calculations of the three options were
based on different assumptions and did
not use a “net present value” system for
calculations.
At the March 26 Public Forum on
Guemes where the plan was presented
to islanders, the same issue was raised.
Net-present-value calculations depend
on an entity being able to compare a
proposed expenditure to the return it
would get if it deposited the same expenditure in an interest-bearing investment. At that time, Commissioner Ron
Wesen, in response to a statement from
the audience explained, “The county
doesn’t invest what it takes from the taxpayers,” implying that net present value
cannot be calculated for the Ferry Replacement Plan.
After commending the county for
their forward thinking in planning for a
replacement, Orsini expressed concerns
about escalating operating costs and informed the commissioners that islanders
do not want a new ferry at this time. He
said, “We think the best way forward
is to take the existing vessel and spend
the nearly one million dollars and modernize the propulsion system, upgrade
the electronics, and then we think that
vessel will then be good for another 18
years”—a significant contradiction to
EBDG’s estimates of 10 years of extended life, and also not accounting for the
necessary cost of leasing a replacement
vessel while the M/V Guemes is being

The Islanders’ View: A Straw Poll on
Ferry Replacement
In a survey conducted by LineTime from February 25 through March, 64 people
(44 full-time islanders, 17 part-time islanders, 1 visitor, and 2 unidentified people)
voiced their opinions on the following (abbreviated) statements from the Ferry
Replacement Plan:
• “The M/V Guemes has limited remaining useful economic life. . . . Over 50 years
of age it becomes economically impractical to preserve the vessel.” Agree: 69 percent;
disagree: 31 percent.
• “Knowing that Guemes Ferry riders may well pay a portion of the following
costs, which option do you prefer?” Option A, immediate vessel replacement: 49
percent; Option B, refitting and using the existing vessel for 10 years: 19 percent; Option C, major overhaul and midbody extension for 18 more years of service: 3 percent;
none of the above: 29 percent.
To see the complete results of the eight-question survey, type “ferry replacement
survey” in the “Search” box on linetime.org.

overhauled, estimated by EBDG at approximately $365,000 for four months
(see sidebar below).
At the conclusion of his remarks,
Rowe responded, “I’d like to make one
quick clarification. This is the same report that was finished in November of
2013, the one and only final draft of
this report, the same one that was presented at the Public Forum.”

Lummi Islanders speak

Following Orsini’s comments, Mike
Skehan and Jim Dickinson from Lummi Island spoke.
Both complimented Skagit County
on being “ahead of the curve” on ferry
replacement. Dickinson, a member of
the Lummi Island Ferry Tech Committee, urged the commissioners, “I will
say one thing. Whatcom County has a
52-year-old ferry. It costs more to maintain than it does to purchase and maintain a new boat. . . . I would suggest
from what we’ve seen from our situation, that you would be better off to
replace the vessel.”
Rowe reminded everyone that the
ferry replacement project is in the capital facilities plan and the six-year transportation program for 2018 in order to
have the project ready in case funding
becomes available. “It might move out
as we move forward,” she cautioned. “It
doesn’t mean that we have made the decision on when we are going to replace
the vessel.”

Commissioners respond

Dahlstedt reminded attendees that
any money coming to the county to assist with ferry replacement would only
be coming to help build a new boat, and
nothing would be coming to assist with
a refitting effort. “We’ve got to look at
what’s cost-effective long term for the
taxpayers that pay the bills,” he noted.
Wesen concluded the meeting by
thanking everyone for coming. He continued, “I think that everybody understands that at some point we need to do
a new ferry. The question is what that
date is when that needs to happen.”
To watch a video of the EBDG presentation and comments online, see
tinyurl.com/826boc.

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When
Oct. 2, Thu.
Oct. 3, Fri.
Yom Kippur

What

Time

October 2014
Where

Contact

Gathering Lunch: Sweet and Sour Chicken
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 4, Sat.
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 5, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
Oct. 6, Mon.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
GIPAC
6:00 pm
Church
Allen Bush, Jr. 293-7439
A Course in Miracles Study Group
6:30 - 8:00 pm
4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Oct. 7, Tues.
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Meditation
6:30 - 7:30 pm
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Oct. 8, Wed.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Zumba*
10:00 am - 2:00 pm Hall
Elke Macartney 770-7831
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kundalini Yoga
5:00 - 6:30 pm
Church
Constance Mayer 299-3358
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Oct. 9, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Pork Roast
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Men's Book Club
7:00 pm
Church
George Meekins 840-9391
Oct. 10, Fri.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct.11, Sat.
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 12, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
County Commissioner, Position 3
11:00 am - 12:30 pm Hall
Allen Bush, Jr. 293-7439
Open House
Susan Rooks 293-5171
Oct. 13, Mon.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Columbus Day Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Fire Commissioners Meeting
7:00 pm
Fire Hall
Chip Bogosian 293-2760
Historical Society
7:00 pm
Church
Carol Deach 708-2726
Oct. 14, Tues.
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Brown Bag Book Club
1:30 pm
Passarellis
Connie Snell 705-3589
Meditation
6:30 - 7:30 pm
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Knitting Night
7:00 pm
Pellett's
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 15, Wed.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Zumba*
10:00 am - 2:00 pm Hall
Elke Macartney 770-7831
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kundalini Yoga
5:00 - 6:30 pm
Church
Constance Mayer 299-3358
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When

What

Oct. 16, Thu.

Gathering Lunch: Chile Relleno Casserole
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
GICCA meeting
7:00 pm
Hall
Julie Pingree 293-2296
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles Study Group
6:30 - 8:00 pm
4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Meditation
6:30 - 7:30 pm
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Knitting Night
7:30 pm
Pellett's
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Zumba*
10:00 am - 2:00 pm Hall
Elke Macartney 770-7831
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Kundalini Yoga
5:00 - 6:30 pm
Church
Constance Mayer 299-3358
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Gathering Lunch: Beef and Bramble Beans
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Introduction to SoulCollage
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Church
Lynn Prewitt 588-8320
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kids' Halloween Party
6:00 pm
Hall
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cemetery Commission
6:00 pm
Fire Hall
Angie Veal 941-1930
Healthful Living
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Meditation
6:30 - 7:30 pm
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Zumba*
10:00 am - 2:00 pm Hall
Elke Macartney 770-7831
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Kundalini Yoga
5:00 - 6:30 pm
Church
Constance Mayer 299-3358
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Gathering Lunch: Chicken Pot Pie
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).

Oct. 17, Fri.

Oct. 18, Sat.
Oct. 19, Sun.
Oct. 20, Mon.

Oct. 21, Tues.

Oct. 22, Wed.

Oct. 23, Thu.
Oct. 24, Fri.

Oct. 25, Sat.
al-Hijra
Oct. 26, Sun.
Oct. 27, Mon.

Oct. 28, Tues.
Oct. 29, Wed.

Oct. 30, Thu.
Oct. 31, Fri.
Halloween

Time

October 2014
Where

Contact
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Schoolhouse Park Stage Ready to Break Ground
GICCA Meets Without a Quorum, Preventing Votes

edith walden

GICCA made a
profit of $810.27.
Final numbers for
the hot-dog sale
at the Fall Festival
were not available.
Pingree noted
that Win Anderson presented
GICCA with a
beautiful plaque
on behalf of the
Guemes Island
Historical Society at the Hall
100th birthday
party on April 12.
The plaque commemorates Bessie
Progress on the Schoolhouse Park Stage is marked with an “x” at
Dunn,
president
the southwest corner of the site.
of the Guemes Island Social Club; Lenora McGill, chair
By Tom Murphy
of the building committee; C. A. Dunn,
At the Guemes Island Community
construction superintendent; Jack
Center Association (GICCA) meeting
Kidd, land donor; the men of Guemes
on September 18, Michael Brown, cowho built the Hall; and the women of
manager of the Schoolhouse Park Stage
Guemes who financed it with Social
project, informed the three GICCA
board members present that he now has Club events.
Pingree announced the upcoming
in his hands actual building plans, notHoliday Dinner, which will be held on
ing that the initial plans never had true
Saturday, December 13. She also menbuilding dimensions.
tioned that there will be a Halloween
He expects the initial pouring of a
Party at the Hall on Saturday, October
subfoundation to occur on or about
25, noting that GICCA usually donates
October 10. “We are now getting ready
$50 to help support the party.
to break ground,” he announced, addGuemes Island Library board meming that the goal is to have the cement
bers Carol Pellett and Marla Hovey reup and out of the ground by Christmas
ported that the Library has received
time. The Stage account currently cona grant from the Skagit Community
tains approximately $10,000. Brown
agrees more money will be needed to
complete this project.
GICCA President Julie Pingree announced that a quorum did not exist because Jon Petrich was called out
to work, Norm Prewitt was off-island,
Kathleen Phillips was in Rome, and
Kelly Bush was in Texas. Lynne Myall
and Rob Schroder were present. Pingree thanked the Guemes Island Property Owners Association (GIPOA) for
their generous donation to the Hall and
announced that on the 4th of July approximately 350 hot dogs were sold and

Foundation for a media center. They
had asked for a large monitor and a
computer especially for use at Science
Camp but had included the Community Center as one of the beneficiaries of
the grant. Pellett suggested that the large
monitor might be installed on the wall
in the Hall on a moveable arm, out of
the way and yet easy to use. She pointed out the moveable arm was not part
of the grant and wondered if GICCA
would share the cost of procuring one.
Pingree noted that without a quorum a
vote on this proposal could not be taken. The board members present indicated that it was a great idea and asked to
be presented with the costs of the arm at
a future date.
Hovey reported that the Library
board is investigating the installation of
a media board outside the Library, perhaps on the southwest wall of the Community Center. Discussion ensued regarding the size, location, visibility, and
maintenance of the display as well as the
contents. The cost of the display the Library board is considering is $157. The
Library board wanted to know whether
GICCA would also like to participate
in this venture, both in helping with the
cost and posting notices.
Once again, the GICCA members
in attendance indicated support of the
concept but no vote could be taken.
Hovey will return at a future meeting
with more information.
The next meeting of GICCA is October 16 at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center.
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Fire Commissioners Advised on Workplace Harassment
By Edith Walden
At the September 8 meeting of the
Guemes Island fire commissioners, commission chair Chip Bogosian reported
that the attorney hired by the commissioners to investigate the workplace
harassment complaint filed on June 9
by former fire chief Mike Stamper had
completed her work.
Stamper resigned from the fire department on June 5. Gerry Francis became the interim fire chief and was appointed chief on July 14.




·
 

·
 







Attorney Elizabeth A. McIntyre of
the firm Law, Lyman, Daniel, Kamerrer,
& Bogdanovich determined that Stamper did not belong to a protected class
that would be covered by the Guemes
Island Fire Department’s Discriminatory Workplace Harassment Policy.
That policy applies to harassment
based on race, religion, national origin,
ancestry, disability, medical condition,
marital status, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender, or age.
In a letter to the commissioners,
McIntyre explains: “It is a common
misperception that a ‘hostile work environment’ occurs whenever an employee
experiences or perceives hostility or hostile treatment in the workplace; but it is
well-established that unless the hostility is directed at the person because of
his or her protected classification . . . ,
it does not fall under the protections of
state or federal law or the District’s antiharassment policy.”
McIntyre noted that while the con-

duct Stamper found hostile and offensive was not motivated by any protected classification, “the Commission has
an obvious interest in making sure, to
the extent possible, that employees and
volunteers treat each other with mutual
respect and dignity.” She recommended that “all volunteers and employees in
the department be required to complete
some training on anti-harassment and
discrimination policies as well as workplace civility, bullying, and violence.
Even behavior that does not fall within
the anti-harassment policy may be disruptive in the department and create a
negative impression on volunteers and
members of the community who have
encounters with your volunteers.”
Commissioner Deb Bear and Chief
Francis are drafting a grievance process
for handling internal and external complaints regarding mistreatment. The
policy will also include required yearly
training in harassment and bullying prevention for all firefighters.

Let the Haulout Begin . . .

Open House
on October 12

The three-week car-ferry
haulout began September 24.
Clockwise from right: Deckhands Emily Grober (left) and
Kelsea Teel greet passengers
as they board the Strait Arrow;
a semipermanent shelter and
bench have been installed
for people in wheelchairs and
with other disabiliites; Jon
Prescott and Nancy White
enjoy a conversation as they
cross Guemes Channel.

to

11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Community Center
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Lisa Janicki,
P.O. Box 883, Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

photos by edith walden

Meet the Candidates
for
County
Commissioner:
Lisa Janicki (D)
Kevin Loy (R)
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carol worrell

Murphy-King
Wedding
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Introduction to SoulCollage

Right: SoulCollage cards, like this one made by Lynn
Prewitt, are used for inner exploration.

edith walden

On Saturday, October 25, Lynn Prewitt will
teach a class on making SoulCollage cards. Participants will make a set of cards that are designed to
initiate personal and inner exploration; each card
represents an aspect of one’s personality.
The class will be held at the Fellowship Hall of
the Church from 2 to 4 p.m. Class size is limited
to 12 people. Participants should bring a pair of
small scissors, a glue stick, and magazines, catalogs,
or calendars to use for image selections. There is no
charge for the class.
To register, call Lynn at 588-8320 or write her
at ldap@theredfarmhouse.com.

Time to Vote Again

These Girls Just Want to Have Fun

Michael Discus

On August 16, island native Austin
Murphy and Elise King were married in
an outdoor ceremony at the Cap Sante
Amphitheater, surrounded by family
and friends from all over Washington
and different parts of the U.S.
Their reception was at the Anacortes
Yacht Club, where guests danced and
ate fresh salmon supplied by local fishermen.
Austin is the son of Michael Murphy
and Charmaine Johannes of Guemes Island. Elise is the daughter of Don and
Melissa King of Anacortes.
Austin’s brother Gabe Murphy was
best man and Elise’s brother, Jay King,
was a groomsman, along with Austin’s
best friend Tom Savage. The maid of
honor was Kelsey Worell of Mount
Vernon.
Austin and Elise were given a wedding gift of a seven-day sail on a J/35
sailboat, which they used for a honeymoon through the San Juan Islands.
Austin and Elise are building their home
on Guemes Island. Both are avid sailors
and plan a transocean sail to New Zealand. In the meantime, Elise is working
at Fire Mountain Solar in Mount Vernon, and Austin is self-employed and a
partner in Guemes Island Furniture.

The next general election in Skagit County is coming November 4. Ballots will be
mailed out October 17.
On the ballot are 3 initiatives, 2 advisory votes, 1 U.S. representative, 2 state representatives, 4 state supreme court positions, and 10 county posts, including a county
commissioner and a PUD commissioner.
Ballots can be either mailed in or dropped off at any of the sites listed at
skagitcounty.net/elections, the most convenient being the Anacortes Public Library.

A contingent of GGs (Guemes Girls, aka Riffraff Girls) and some friends made a dramatic
appearance at Anderson’s General Store on August 23 while Cannery Underground (Dave
Perkins and Tim Wittman, in the background) performed. From left, Sue Roberts, Laura
Discus, Jackie Wittman, Janice Veal, Alice Bleiler, Cindy Small, and Melita Townsend take
a dance break. Also present were GGs Cathy Schoenberg and Vicky Hallingstad.
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Dedication Held at Casperson Point
naming effort,
including Win
Anderson, who
had the initial
idea; the GIPOA board,
who began the
year-long process to rename
the landmark;
and the more
than 600 signers
of a petition to
rename Southeast Point in
honor of the late
ferry captain
From left, Anne Casperson, Susan Rombeek, Carol Pellett, Howard
Gary Casperson.
Pellett, and Win Anderson celebrate the installation of a marker at
“We are here
Casperson Point.
on this splendid Guemes day to honor Gary CasperBy Edith Walden
son, the only Guemes ferry captain to
A brief dedication ceremony was
live on the island—an outstanding boat
held on September 13 to dedicate the
handler who was full of fun, life, enthunaming of Casperson Point. A bronze
siasm, and who never met a person he
marker designed by Joseph Miller, cast
didn’t like,” Pellett said in his dedicatory
by Glen Veal, and purchased by the
remarks. “It’s an honor for us to recogGuemes Island Property Owners Association (GIPOA) was installed on a rock nize Gary Casperson, a truly great man,
by the placement of this plaque, naming
on the point.
this point Casperson Point.”
GIPOA president Howard Pellett
Casperson Point was accepted as
thanked the islanders who pursued the
the new name by the Washington State
Board on Geographic Names on July 2,
2013 and by the United States Board on
Geographic Names on November 14,
2013.

Are You Ready for
Renewable Energy?

Consultations
with Ian Woofenden

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies
Renewable
Energy Systems
Energy Efficient
Home Strategies
Guemes Island
Renewable Energy Tours

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

Open House for
Commissioner Candidates
Both candidates for Skagit County
Commissioner, Position 3 have been
invited to attend an open house on Sunday, October 12, from 11 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. at the Community Center. Lisa
Janicki (D) and Kevin Loy (R) are
running for the seat being vacated by
Sharon Dillon. All Skagit County voters
are eligible to vote for this position in
the general election.
The Skagit County Board of Commissioners governs all county agencies,
including the Public Works Department
and the Ferry Operations Division.

A Note About
Island Educators
In response to our article about educators living on Guemes (September issue, page 8), the Tide has received the
names of a number of retired educators
as suggested additions. In the article, we
indicated that we were paying tribute
only to educators who are “currently active in schooling.” Guemes is rich with
retired educators—far too many to profile or thoroughly discover.
We are blessed to live in a community with so many who have dedicated
their lives to the betterment of others.
Thanks to all of you unsung heroes!

Island
Birthdays
Ian McCracken turns 8 on October 6.
Liam Mast turns 9 on October 15.
Brenna Palmer-Perry turns 14 on
October 16.
Hunter Danilson turns 15 on
October 18.
Iona Moss-McLean turns 6 on
October 20.
Madison Grassi turns 12 on
October 30.
(Editors’ note: This section lists birthdays of youngsters with island connections who are turning 16 or younger. To
get a family member added to our list,
contact us at editorial@guemestide.org
or 299-9999.)
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Church Celebrates 100 Years
Left: Former Church pastor
Paul Pruitt (left) and wife, Mary
Margaret, visit with Jane Read
(lower right) and Carol Harma.
Below: Yadi Young (center)
serves cake to Cy Flory.

photos by edith walden

Scenes From
Fall Festival

GIHS to Visit
“Little Chicago”
At the October 13 meeting of the
Guemes Island Historical Society, Carol
Deach will lead a discussion of the classic shantytown known as “Little Chicago” that sprang up in Anacortes during
the Great Depression years and later.
The subject has added meaning to islanders: Bud Hansen’s “wanigan,” located on the South Shore Road tidelands
until the mid-1980s, was the last semifloating home of the type that sprouted in and around Cap Sante Marina in
those hard years.
Members will also discuss preparations for the Holiday Bazaar at the
Community Center on November 29.
The public is always invited to attend the informal Society meetings, held
the second Monday of each month at
7:30 p.m. at the Church.

By Edith Walden
About 75 people attended a church
service and barbecue at the Guemes Island Community Church on September
14 to celebrate the Church’s 100th anniversary.
Guests included parishioners from
Pilgrim Congregational Church in Anacortes; former Guemes pastor Paul
Pruitt and his wife, Mary Margaret;
and former interim pastor Joan Henjum. Former minister Darrel Berg was
unable to attend but sent warm regards.
Mike Denton, conference minister for
the Pacific Northwest United Church
of Christ, gave the sermon.
Historical displays adorned the walls
of the Church, along with photographs
of more recent and ongoing activities

photos by edith walden

Fall Festival, held August 30, was a big success. Above: Chris Damarjian (right) shows
her handmade wreaths to Richard Houghton. Below: a customer (right) admires Frea
Gladish’s hand-dyed silk scarves.
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of Church members and the wider
Guemes community.
Following a generous barbecue and
potluck, birthday cake, and ice cream,
guests returned to the sanctuary for
hymn singing, sharing of memories,
and the installation of Reverend Sally
Balmer as the permanent pastor for the
Guemes congregation. Jon Prescott welcomed her as a minister into the larger
Guemes community as well.
It was a fine day for celebrating,
reminiscing, and looking forward to the
next 100 years.

“I have never met a realtor in my entire life
who works as hard as you and who goes so far
out of their way to help people.”
Homebuyer Bill McCarthey, 6094 West Shore Road

Karen’s clients gave her 10 out of 10 in a recent
independent customer satisfaction survey.
If you’re thinking of buying or selling on Guemes Island,
choose a top-ranking agent who lives here and knows it well!

Karen Everett
GuemesIslandExpert.com

(360) 202-7373
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Chinese Students Visit Island
Left: From left,
Zhang Xin Yi (known
as Janice), DanniLynn Snell, and Yi
Xing Tong (Sherry)
play basketball at
Schoolhouse Park.
The Snells hosted
the visitors from
July 11 to 17. Right:
The two Chinese
students pose with
their hosts for their
first week, Bob and
Jacquie Prescott.

barbecue on one night.
The language barrier was
significant. With Olivia and
Danni-Lynn, a smartphone
translation app helped immensely. The girls learned to
play basketball and softball
with the Snells, a highlight of
the trip for Janice. Sherry enjoyed shopping in downtown
Seattle and a visit to Microsoft. They
both listed their trip to Friday Harbor
as their favorite field trip, and both appreciated the opportunity to learn and
practice English.
Danni-Lynn found the girls to be
shy at first, but she noticed that they
began to bond doing activities such as
roller skating and learning ball games
and playing games on Wii. “I was happy when I started seeing smiles on their
faces,” she remarked. For Danni-Lynn,
the homestay was “amazing” and “fun,”
and she learned some Chinese. Most of
all, she observed at the end of their stay
that “we are all connected together as a

photos by edith walden

By Edith Walden
For 20 days in July, two Chinese
seventh-graders (age 13) lived on the
island while they participated in Cultural Homestay International’s shortterm enrichment program in Anacortes.
Zhang Xin Yi (“Janice”) and Yi Xing
Tong (“Sherry”) live in Chongqing, a
municipality on the Yangtze River of
more than 28 million people, in the
People’s Republic of China.
From July 7 to 11 they stayed with
Bob and Jacquie Prescott, and then they
stayed with Olivia and Danni-Lynn
Snell (Dan and Cole were in California
fishing) until July 27. The girls were in
the enrichment program from 9 a.m to
4 p.m. each day, learning English and
exploring the area; they returned to
their host families at the end of the day.
Jacquie observed that the first week they
were very tired and often retired to bed
early, but not before enjoying a hot-dog

family even though they are all the way
in China.” Olivia was touched by their
final gift to her—a photo, and calling
her “Mom.” They plan to keep in touch
through email.
The Prescotts and Snells volunteered
to be host families; there is no compensation other than the joy and goodwill
that is generated by the experience. The
Anacortes program has been active for
10 years. To learn more about the program, visit chinet.org or contact former
islander Yemia Simonis at 299-3777;
Yemia has hosted students for four years
and was a teacher coordinator for the
program this year.
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• in memoriam •

Marie Spring
Marie Elizabeth Spring, a resident of
South Shore Drive for eight years, died
August 31 at the age of 86.
She was born May 8, 1928, to Loretta
and Evan Jones in South Poultney, Vermont. She attended nursing school in Missoula, Montana, and completed a master’s
degree in nursing from the University of
Washington. She served briefly in the Air
Force as the Korean War was ending.
She met Jim Spring, who made her eyes
sparkle, at a Halloween party in 1956 and
they were married two years later. In 1965
they settled in Seattle’s Ravenna neighborhood, where they raised their family.
Marie was a public-health nurse at Fircrest School in Shoreline for more than
20 years. Her passing on Labor Day weekend was fitting, as she was instrumental in organizing the nurses’ union at Fircrest and was known there for her activism
on behalf of both patients and staff. She moved to Guemes in retirement, but in
that period was once arrested (and quickly bailed out) during a protest over publichealth-care issues.
Marie was a gracious woman with a beautiful voice and an agile mind. She enjoyed books and long walks in wild weather. She wrote poetry, gardened, and knew
how to slow down and savor a good moment.
Her childhood memories included wild strawberries gathered near Vermont’s
Lake Saint Catherine and daring sled rides down slate quarry roads.
Husband Jim preceded her in death in 1995. Survivors include children Kat
Spring and Stella (Steve Clarke) Spring and grandchildren Sam and Eddie Clarke.
Services were held at the Guemes Island Community Church and in Seattle.

Frank Thompson

Frank E. Thompson died September
8 in Anacortes. He was 82.
He was born February 2, 1932,
in Yakima to Harry and Mary (Jolly)
Thompson.
Frank was a 12-year veteran of the
Air Force, retiring as a special agent
for the Office of Special Investigations
(OSI). His second career was as a maritime investigator for the Factory Trawler
Fleet in Alaska as the owner of Frank
Thompson Company, Inc., Seattle.
Frank and Peggy retired to Guemes
Island in 1992, before moving to Anacortes in 2000. At Chandler’s Square
Retirement Community there, he took
great pride in helping start the great
“train room” with other model-train
enthusiasts (see the July-August 2013
issue, page 17).
Frank, a master gardener, loved orchids and was a member of both the
Mount Baker and American orchid societies. His knowledge of orchids and other plants was an inspiration to many.
Survivors include his wife, Peggy;
daughter Elizabeth (Peter) Brackett; and
brother-in-law Robert A. Moore.
Services were held St. Mary Catholic
Church with arrangements in the care
of Evans Funeral Home.

Notice

Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting,
October 13, 2014,
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.
Public welcome.
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Looking Back

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society
Edited by Win Anderson

win anderson

Five Years Ago
“The ‘Mountain’ Now Part of
Guemes Legacy” reads the headline over
a color photo of 15 island children symbolizing the value to future generations
of the latest public acquisition of a special place. The announcement caps
a two-year, $2.2 million campaign.
An organizational meeting to
possibly start an island newspaper
to follow the retired Evening Star
draws 10 islanders representing all
areas of journalistic experience.
—The Evening Star, October
2009 (final issue)

Fifteen Years Ago
Tragedy is averted when the crew of
the M/V Guemes rescues a pair of kayakers in extreme distress after one boat
had capsized in rough Guemes Channel
seas. The situation was fortuitously spotted and by Captain Pat Hoyland during
loading operations at the terminal. She

Fifty Years Ago
“Mrs. Con Vallquist is displaying a
number of her oil paintings in the lobby
of People’s National Bank in Anacortes.
She is a member of Mrs. Henry Hattie’s
Art Class.”
“Graveside services were held at
Edens Cemetery for Mrs. Gertrude M.
Everett. Charles P. Stapp, Lee Lewis
and George Kingston assisted as pall
bearers. Here for the service were
Mrs. Everett’s son, William E. Everett Jr., and daughter, Mrs. Thomas
Starr King.”
“Julie M. McClung leaves for
Peru this month with other Peace
Corps rural development workers.”
—Anacortes American,
October 8 and 10, 1964

Ten Years Ago
Among improvements slated for
One Hundred Years Ago
the Guemes “ferry terminal” (Man“The Guemes Social Club voted
gan’s Landing) are an electronic
to take in men as members. It was
reader board and countdown clock
also decided to organize an athletic
hovering 16 feet over a 10-by-22Pat Hoyland-Smith retired in 2005 after 25 years with
club as auxiliary . . . for the young
foot bus-stop-style “waiting room,”
the Guemes ferry. She was distinguished as the first
men that wish to become members.”
says ferry manager Steve Cox.
woman in the system to advance from deckhand to
“The Ladies’ Aid have rented the
Mack Thomson—designer,
captain.
old ‘Tillicum office’ and will hold
builder, and pilot of the revolutionchurch there during the winter.”
ary Pisces I mini-submarine—is featured immediately ceased loading and head“Jack Kidd, Chas. Dunn and Leon
ed to the scene, where the deck crew of
in a piece documenting what an expert
Holly Bowman and Kate Gudmundson, Dunn were hunting deer on Cypress
called self-taught Thomson’s “intuitive
and were fortunate enough to shoot
assisted by passenger Ray Maichen,
genius.”
one.”
Correspondent Betty Crookes writes brought the exhausted, chilled victims
—Anacortes American,
safely aboard.
about island artist Dorothy Powell.
October 10 and 15, 1914
—The Evening Star, October 1999
—The Evening Star, October 2004

