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By Edith Walden
A treasured island  

landmark, Kelly’s 
Point, with public ac-
cess to 3,300 feet of 
shoreline along West 
Shore and Yellow  
Bluff, went on the  
market on October  
1 for $1,498,000. The 
undeveloped 27-acre 
property includes low- 
to high-bank water-
front and adjoins West 
Shore Drive at the 
southwest corner of 
Guemes Island.

In addition to pro-
viding a long stretch 
of beach access to is-
landers for beach walks, bird watching, 
and agate hunting, the property in-
cludes Yellow Bluff, which is an impor-
tant feeder bluff for the west side of the 
island. Feeder bluffs provide sediment 
and sand that is distributed along the 
shoreline by waves. This sediment pro-
vides habitat for marine wildlife and the 
sand for our beaches. 

Skagit Land Trust Conservation 

Kelly’s Point Is for Sale

The 27-acre property at Kelly’s Point—with its unspoiled beaches, bluffs, and 
views—is on the market.

Planner Kari Odden told the Tide, 
“From an ecological perspective, this 
property has many great qualities. The 
Department of Ecology’s feeder bluff 
map of Puget Sound indicates that only 
two percent of shorelines are designated 
as ‘Feeder Bluff Exceptional.’ Exception-
al feeder bluffs deliver greater quantities 
of sediment to the nearshore and deliver 
it more frequently than do typical feeder 

bluffs. The Kelly’s Point 
property is classified as 
a mix of Feeder Bluff 
and Feeder Bluff Ex-
ceptional. A large por-
tion of the sediment 
from Kelly’s Point is 
continuously deposited 
onto the beaches along 
the western coast of 
Guemes Island. These 
beaches are critical for 
fish and wildlife habitat 
and they buffer storm 
events for existing 
homes along the west 
shore of the island.” To 
view the feeder bluff 
map, see tinyurl.com 
/DOEfeeder.

Many islanders are concerned about 
possible development of the property. 
Poor land-management practices such 
as clearcutting, improper stormwater 
drainage and runoff, too much grading 
and soil compaction, and the removal of 
native-plant buffers at the edge of slopes 
can hasten erosion. 

Not only might wildlife habitat be 

By Edith Walden
Skagit Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe announced on Octo-

ber 27 that only three bids for the spring 2017 ferry haulout and maintenance were 
received at the bid opening on October 24. The apparent low bidder is Foss Mari-
time Company with a bid of $626,887.71. Other bidders were Puglia Engineering 
($798,817.50) and Lake Union Dry Dock ($901,632). Both Foss and Lake Union operate 
out of Seattle. Puglia operates out of Fairhaven.

Potential haulout dates range from the beginning of March through April and 
will not be determined until the Skagit County Board of Commissioners awards a bid, 
which will occur on October 31 or November 7.

Spring Ferry Haulout Bids Are In

(continued on page 8)

Let your voice be heard: mail or 
drop off your ballot before 8 p.m. 
on November 8.

Our handiest drop box is right 
next to the book drop at the back 
of the Anacortes Public Library 
(pull in from 9th Street). 

Voting Reminder
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Letters
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Short on wind, long on community
Dear CERT volunteers,
Thanks to all of the neighborhood leaders and their alternates for alerting their 

neighbors about the impending windstorms this past month. Fortunately the wind-
storms didn’t live up to expectations. But CERT volunteers certainly did! I got lots 
of nice feedback for your good work.

—Gail Nicolls, Guemes Community Emergency Response Team coordinator

This black-tailed buck walked to the end of the Anacortes-side ferry ramp on 
October 6, apparently to await the 9:15 a.m. ferry to Guemes. Tim Wittman thinks 
the handsome buck then “noticed that it’s ‘either sex’ deer season on Guemes 
and figured his chances for safety would be better in Anacortes.” The buck then 
calmly strolled back along the line of cars on up to 6th Avenue. “We live in a very 
magical area,” Tim observes.

On the weekend of December 3 and 
4, the Washington Trails Association, in 
cooperation with the Skagit Land Trust, 
will lead a two-day work party on the 
Guemes Mountain trail. 

From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each 
day, volunteers will perform trail main-
tenance, including tasks such as clearing 
ditches and clogged drains, removing 
weeds and overgrowth, and clearing fall-
en branches and other obstructions.

Space is limited and advance regis-
tration is required.

See tinyurl.com/GItrail3 to register 

Volunteers Sought for Mountain Trail Work
for December 3 (registration closes on 
November 30) and tinyurl.com/GItrail4 
to register for December 4 (registration 
closes on December 1). 

Trail workers should wear boots, 
long pants, and work gloves and bring 
rain gear and warm layers of clothing. 
Long-sleeved shirts and eye protection 
are recommended. Bring a sack lunch 
and plenty of water. 

A Saturday evening potluck for trail 
volunteers is scheduled. Bring a dish 
or something for the grill to share, and 
musical instruments. 

The Buck Stops Here . . . Briefly
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Recipient of the Award of Excellence*  
for the last five years in a row 
* North Puget Sound Association of REALTORS® 

By Tom Murphy
The Guemes Island Ferry Commit-

tee (GIFC) welcomed a small group 
of islanders to its fourth-quarter meet-
ing on October 23. The agenda was an 
item-by-item review of the commit-
tee’s meeting on October 7 with Skagit 
County Ferry Operations Division 
Manager Rachel Rowe, Public Works 
Director Dan Berentson, and Public 
Works Controller Jim Mickel.

First came a brief report regarding 
the shutdown announced by Rowe for 
November 8 through 11. This shutdown 
is needed because engine coolant is leak-
ing into the oil system. 

During the shutdown—from 8 p.m. 
on the 8th through the last run on the 
10th—the No. 2 main engine will be 
replaced by a rebuilt engine. According 
to Ferry Committee Chair Steve Orsini, 
the leakage caused several cancellations 
of the second run of the 11:15 a.m. fer-
ry, a topic of concern to both GIFC and 
Rowe.

The second agenda item concerned 
the scheduled haulout and dock repair 
for the spring of 2017, the exact timing 
of which has yet to be determined as the 
bid process is nearing completion. Or-
sini reported that during this haulout, 
work on the ferry will be more along the 
lines of planned regular maintenance, 
including repairing both outdrives. 
Dock repairs will focus on replacing 
portions of the pinning mechanism of 
both docks. 

The weight of vehicles on the ramps 
is not supported by the cables that are 
seen lowering and raising the ramps, but 
by hydraulic pins that are inserted elec-
tronically by the crew when the ramp 
is lowered into position. These pins are 
wearing out and must be replaced. 

Because these pins are under the 
ramps, replacing them may call for the 
ramp to be raised while the work is be-
ing completed. Orsini reported that 
Rowe believes this work can be quickly 
accomplished, although there is a pos-
sibility there may be an impact to the 
walk-on operation.

The status of a new ferry and 10-year 
capital expenditure plan consumed a 

Ferry Committee Holds Quarterly Meeting
large part of this meeting. GIFC point-
ed out that the county has the Elliot 
Bay Design Group (EBDG) study and 
report that essentially stated we need a 
new ferry. Orsini noted that the EBDG 
report focused on a traditional ferry and 
that discussions since that initial report 
now lead to considerations of an all-
electric ferry, a hybrid ferry, or a diesel-
powered boat. 

Part of that metamorphosis in think-
ing was the result of money not being 
available at the state or federal level for 
anything that wasn’t “green.”

According to GIFC, a lot of options 
are still on the table and much is yet 
to be resolved. For example, Orsini re-
ported that Rowe has not actually had a 
“project” for which she could apply for 
funding. To that end, Rowe will be re-
questing bids from naval architects to 
complete a design study. 

Orsini mentioned that Rowe be-
lieves she will have an approved design 
in place to be able to apply for grants in 
2017.

GIFC discussed with Rowe the 
problems islanders have experienced 
with unscheduled and/or random elimi-
nations of the second run of the 11:15 

a.m. ferry. Orsini reported that Rowe 
heard a number of complaints over the 
unannounced cancelations, especially 
during the summer. He further stated 
that Rowe will be working with the fer-
ry crew to iron out a system to commu-
nicate emerging issues in a more timely 
fashion prior to the next peak season. 
The committee has suggested that an 
11:45 a.m. run be made part of the reg-
ular schedule.

The process of “ticketing” at the 
Anacortes terminal was once again dis-
cussed as the last agenda item. Many 
suggestions were made regarding the 
use of electronic means to ticket and re-
lieve the pressure on the ferry crew to 
sell tickets and get the ferry to leave on 
time. Island residents could greatly as-
sist this situation by purchasing punch 
cards to speed up the boarding process. 
No resolution was immediately forth-
coming.

At the conclusion of the meeting, 
GIFC member Sally Stapp commended 
the ferry operations, and specifically fer-
ry mechanic Bob Martin, for the instal-
lation of the handrail extending over the 
apron of the Guemes ramp to assist pas-
sengers having difficulty walking. 
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By Edith Walden
Last year on October 28,  

islander Karen Everett was  
remembering the birthday  
of her stepdaughter Austen  
Everett. Austen died of non-
Hodgkin lymphoma in 2012  
at age 25. She had played soccer 
all through school and had be-
come an exceptional goalkeep-
er. She was on the University of 
Miami team and had a bright 
future as a professional player 
when she was diagnosed with 
cancer.

Karen knew that a new ath-
letic field was going to be built 
at Anacortes High School. She 
also knew of growing concerns 
that artificial turf made from ground-up 
tires, known as “crumb rubber,” might 
be implicated in a seemingly unusual 
number of lymphoma and leukemia di-
agnoses in young athletes—especially 
those who were soccer goalkeepers.

Agencies begin studies 
An average-size field requires about 

100 tons of crumb rubber—up to 
40,000 ground-up tires. Those tires can 
contain heavy metals and known carcin-
ogens, among other toxic chemicals. Up 
to now, research has shown a low level 
of concern for human health, but sci-
entists acknowledge that there are data 
gaps in the analysis that don’t account 
for length and intensity of exposure 
or ingestion and inhalation of crumbs 
or embedded crumbs in scrapes and 
wounds that athletes who have frequent 
ground contact are exposed to. 

The Washington Department of 
Health is currently studying whether 
soccer players who play on crumb rub-
ber fields have higher cancer rates. Uni-
versity of Washington soccer coach Amy 
Griffin, a friend of Austen’s, has com-
piled a list of 220 young athletes who 
played on artificial turf and who were 
diagnosed with cancer. Of those, 166 
are soccer players and 102 of them are 
goalies. Her list is being used in the  
Department of Health study.

In February this year, the Environ-

Anacortes High School Opens Cork-and-Sand Athletic Field

mental Protection Agency, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention/
Agency for Toxic Substances and Dis-
ease Registry, and the US Consumer 
Product Safety Commission announced 
a multiagency study of key environmen-
tal human health concerns regarding the 
use of crumb rubber on playing fields 
and playgrounds.

A time to act
On Austen’s birthday last year, Karen 

called Anacortes School District Super-
intendent Dr. Mark Wenzel’s office to 
find out if he was aware of the crumb-
rubber concerns and if any decisions 
had been made regarding the new ath-
letic field. Wenzel responded, asking 

Karen Everett watches football practice on the new cork-and-
sand field at Anacortes High School. 

her to share information that 
might inform their decision-
making process. Karen sent a 
letter and multiple links to news 
stories and articles, along with 
the announcement of the federal 
study. Wenzel passed those on to 
the school board.

Anacortes School District 
board member Karl Yost and 
Dr. Wenzel both told the Tide 
that Karen’s information had 
been useful in making the deci-
sion. Others had also expressed 
concerns and had lobbied for al-
ternatives.

In March, the board voted to 
use cork and sand for infill on 
their artificial turf. In addition 

to being organic and compostable, the 
cork and sand last for 16 years or more, 
unlike the crumb rubber, which must be 
replaced every 8 to 10 years. Cork does 
not absorb heat as much as crumb rub-
ber, making the field cooler on hot days 
when crumb rubber fields can reach 200 
degrees.

“Upon reflection and research, in-
cluding a signal from the federal govern-
ment that they were going to hold com-
mittee hearings on the safety of crumb 
rubber,” Wenzel told the Tide, “we de-
cided it was better to go with sand and 
cork.” The beautiful new Rice Field and 
Seahawk Stadium opened on October 
14 for the Anacortes Seahawks Home-
coming game. 

If you haven’t checked your listing in the 2015 Guemes Island Telephone Directory, 
time is slipping away. December 1 is the last day to make corrections or updates for the 
2017 version.

With new people coming to the island and many people having abandoned their 
landlines, it’s especially important to check that your entry is up to date. Email address-
es may also be included with your listing.

Correction and update forms are available in the Guemes Island Library, or you can 
contact Carol Pellett at 293-8128 or cpellett95@gmail.com with your updates. Forms or 
corrections may be deposited in the drop box at the Library.

Accurate listings are what make the directory useful. If you know of someone 
who is not listed, please contact them to let them know a free listing is available. If you 
know of a listing for someone who is no longer a resident on Guemes, please submit a 
correction.

Free business listings are also available in the Businesses and Services section.

Last Chance to Update Your Phone-Book Listing
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A reception with hors d’oeuvres, 
cake, flowers, and gifts of a set of 
Mitercraft coasters was held on Oc-
tober 13 to honor the many volun-
teers who keep the Guemes Island 
Library open and running four days 
a week throughout the year.

Library volunteers in 2016 are 
Mary Jo Andrak, Sharon Bennett, 
Kim Bone, Susan Brendon, Edie 
Clark, Gary Davis, Kristina Dia-
mond, Dyvon Havens, Gary Hop-
kins, Sandy Lane, Martha Macri, 
Anne McCracken, Morna McEach-
ern, Michael McGuinness, George 
Meekins, Jodi Meekins, Diane 
Murray, Anne Passarelli, Don Pas-
sarelli, Kathleen Phillips, Bruce 
Rooney, Lorrie Steele, Becky Stinson, and Mike Thamert.

Library board members are Connie Cantrell, Tom Deach, Vicki Hallingstad, 
Barbara Hoenselaar, Carol Pellett, Howard Pellett, Chantal Pellettier, Sue Roberts, 
Susan Rombeek, and Sarah Sibley. 

Library Volunteers Appreciated

A set of coasters made by Mitercraft was pre-
sented to each Library volunteer.

Following the lead of the Guemes 
Island Community Center Associa-
tion, the Guemes Island Library is also 
participating now in the AmazonSmile 
program, which donates 0.5 percent of 
your purchases to the charity of your 
choice—at no expense to you. 

To participate in the program, go 
to smile.amazon.com and log in as you 
normally would to make your Amazon 
purchases. Select the charity you want 
to benefit from the Amazon donation. 

In addition to the two Guemes 
Island organizations, there are many 
others you can designate.

Just remember to always start with 
smile.amazon.com before logging in to 
amazon.com in order for your purchas-
es to count. 

By Edith Walden
Prior to the weekend of October 

14, islanders purchased generators and 
stocked up on food and water in prep-
aration for what was billed to be the 
“storm of the century,” perhaps even 
rivaling the Columbus Day storm of 
1962. 

The Anacortes Safeway report-
edly ran out of bottled drinking wa-
ter. Thinking that firefighters would be 
needed to respond to emergencies, the 
Guemes Island Fire Department can-
celed their open house, as did other fire 
departments in the area that had sched-
uled national Fire Prevention Week 
events. 

Islanders hunkered down and waited 
. . . and waited . . . and waited.

The winds did blow. Average wind 
speeds measured from 23 to 27.9 mph 
from October 13 through 16 at the East 
Hideaway weather station, which is el-
evated 150 feet above grade and 500 
feet above sea level and measures much 
stronger winds than would occur closer 
to grade. The station recorded its high-
est gust of 63 mph at 2 p.m. on Octo-
ber 14. 

Amazon Can Now 
Smile at the  

Guemes Library

Remembering the Storm That Wasn’t
Rain for the four-day period mea-

sured 1.33 inches. At the Nootka Lane 
station, which is 40 feet above grade and 
355 feet above sea level, average wind 
speeds of 2 to 3 mph and gusts of up to 
37 mph were measured during the same 
period. Rain measured 2.03 inches. It 
was windy, but pretty normal for fall 
storms on Guemes, albeit a bit early.

The fire department had no calls for 
fallen trees, downed power lines, or any 
weather-related incidents. Three houses  
on Cypress Lane lost power for about 
six hours on October 15 when a nearby 
transformer blew a fuse.

Fire Chief Gerry Francis recently 
attended a meeting sponsored by the 
Skagit County Emergency Management 
Center. Representatives of the Nation-
al Weather Service presented the long-
range forecast for this winter: neutral 
to La Niña conditions, which predict a 
wetter and cooler pattern that includes 
low-elevation snow and an 80 to 90 per-
cent chance of increased winds through 
January, mimicking the storms of 2006 
and 2007—truly the worst storms of 
this century.

Keep those generators fueled and 
those emergency rations handy. 
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Editors’ note: This section lists island 
events we think readers might want 
to know about more than a month in 
advance.

•• December 1 is the last day to 
make corrections on your listing for 
the 2017 Guemes Island Telephone 
Directory (see article on page 4).

•• On December 3 and 4, the 
Skagit Land Trust and the Washington 
Trails Association will be leading vol-
unteers on Guemes Mountain in trail 
maintenance (see article on page 2).

•• Tower Arts Studio will hold its 
annual Holiday Sale and the annual 
Community Holiday Potluck Dinner 
will be held on Saturday, December 10.

•• The Guemes Island Chamber 
Music Series winter concert will be 
held on Sunday, December 18, at 3:30 
p.m. at the Community Center.

•Save the Date•

The Gathering Lunch program 
resumed in October with larger 
attendee numbers than ever be-
fore for the fall season: 60 people 
turned out for the opening on Oc-
tober 6. The hot meals are served 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. on 
Thursdays at the Guemes Island 
Community Church for a sug-
gested donation of $5. Gathering 
coordinator Lorraine Francis told 
the Tide that the program will be 
offering more gluten-free options 
on the menus to better serve is-
landers with food restrictions.

On November 3, the volunteer cooks will serve rosemary lemon chicken; the 
meal will be gluten-free. On November 10, Steve’s island chicken will be presented. 
A gluten-free meal of baked ham will be offered on November 17. There will be no 
meal on November 24, Thanksgiving Day.

Delivered meals may be requested for the housebound; contact Lorraine at 540-
0920. Free blood-pressure checks are available from 11:15 a.m. to noon. 

Gathering Lunches Continue

By Edith Walden
After a day of recov-

ery from overeating on 
that turkey, stuffing, and 
pie or overshopping on 
Black Friday, plan to do 
some holiday shopping 
very close to home. The 
annual Holiday Bazaar 
will be held at the Com-
munity Center and the 
Guemes Island Commu-
nity Church on Saturday, 
November 26, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Local artists and craftspeople will sell their wares, including handcrafted holiday 
wreaths, jewelry, soap, knives, ceramics, carvings, and specialty foods. Baked goods 
and individual servings of homemade soup, dessert, and beverages will be sold at 
the Church.

You can still reserve a vendor’s table until November 18, if there is space avail-
able. A six-foot table is $25; card tables are $10. For an application, contact Janice 
Veal at 293-3721 or Carol Deach at caroldeach@aol.com. 

The event is sponsored by the Guemes Island Historical Society and the pro-
ceeds go to support the society and its building fund for archival material (see  
related article about expanding the Hall on page 19). 

Jessica Lynch and Carson Parks will 
be celebrating the first birthday of their 
daughter Matia June Starling Parks on 
November 15. 

A birth announcement slipped the 
minds of the happy parents until now. 
Happy birthday, Matia. 

Welcome, Matia June 
Starling Parks

The Church Fellowship Hall is full of diners on 
Thursdays for the Gathering lunches.

Holiday Bazaar Keeps It Local

A bevy of holiday figures hand-carved by Bob Rainwater 
awaited shoppers at last year’s Holiday Bazaar.
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By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Planning Advi-

sory Committee (GIPAC) will hold its 
annual meeting on Saturday, November 
19, from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Community 
Center. The meeting will feature an an-
nual report, elections for two positions, 
and guest speakers on shoreline manage-
ment issues. The public is encouraged to 
attend.

Elections
Michael Brown and Nancy Fox 

will be running for reelection on the 
board. Both have been active members 
of GIPAC, whose efforts have resulted 
in the county’s adoption of a perma-
nent Seawater Intrusion Policy and new 
development regulations in the 2016 
update to the county’s Comprehensive 
Plan. Those successes will help protect 
the island’s sole-source aquifer, promote 
responsible growth management, and 
preserve the island’s rural character. 

To be elected to the board or to vote, 
you must be 18 years or older and be a 
resident or property owner on Guemes 

Learn to Manage and Improve Our Shorelines
GIPAC Annual Meeting and Elections on November 19

Island. GIPAC is authorized by county 
resolution “as the community-based rep-
resentative” in preparing a subarea plan 
and partnering with the county in its 
implementation. 

As outlined in the Guemes Island 
Subarea Plan that was adopted by Skagit 
County in January, 2011, GIPAC’s mis-
sion is to “monitor implementation of 
the county-approved Guemes Island 
Subarea Plan and initiate studies and 
other actions related to plan implemen-
tation.”

GIPAC bylaws further define its pur-
pose: “to promote responsible growth 
management on Guemes Island and to 
work to preserve the quality of life and 
fragile environment of Guemes Island, 
including but not limited to the island’s 
freshwater aquifer, rural character, re-
source lands, shorelines, critical areas, 
and other environmentally sensitive  
areas.”

The working committee meets at 
least once a month, and members are 
expected to do outside research and at-
tend other hearings and meetings.

Shoreline restoration
Following the annual report and 

elections, two guest speakers will de-
scribe the natural processes of coastal 
shorelines. They will explain and dem-
onstrate how to keep or restore shore-
lines in healthy condition so that we can 
protect and enjoy our waterfront prop-
erty, beaches, and marine wildlife and 
habitat.

Lisa Kaufman manages shoreline res-
toration projects as the nearshore pro-
gram manager for the Northwest Straits 
Foundation. She was formerly the res-
toration manager for the Washington 
State Department of Natural Resources. 
Kaufman works with local Marine Re-
sources Committees throughout seven 
northwest counties.

Noah Booker is a horticulturist, na-
tive plant specialist, and arborist for 
Shelterbelt, a landscape contracting 
company that promotes natural land-
scapes, restoration of native vegetation 
and habitat, erosion control, and good 
land-management practices.

Literature and other resources for 
maintaining shorelines will be provided. 
See also tinyurl.com/GIshores. 

The traditional Halloween ghosts mysteriously appeared the night of October 20 
to greet islanders at the Guemes landing.

 Apparitions, Still Unexplained, Return
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endangered, but the beach buffers that 
protect homes along the west shore 
might also be at risk. 

Lobbying for preservation
As soon as the listing became public, 

concerned islanders began calling the 
Skagit Land Trust to request help to pre-
serve the island landmark in its natural 
state. The trust’s executive director, Mol-

KELLY’S POINT
(continued from page 1)

By Edith Walden
Three Guemes Island Communi-

ty Center Association (GICCA) board 
members are retiring this year: Tom 
Deach, Kathleen Phillips, and Julie Pin-
gree. Lynne Myall resigned in Septem-
ber, and Deb Strathman was appoint-
ed to fill her position. At the October 
20 GICCA meeting, GICCA president 
Kathleen Phillips announced three can-
didates who are running for the three 
open positions: Loalynda Bird, Sukki 
Herman, and Barb Ohms. The election 
will be held at GICCA’s annual meeting 
on November 17.

The new board will have only one 
member who has served more than one 
year on the GICCA board: Rob Schro-
der. Schroder was first appointed to the 
GICCA board in May 2011, and has 
served continuously since.

The group’s bylaws, which have been 
under review by a number of GICCA 
boards since at least 2009, were unani-
mously amended by the board and is-
landers attending the meeting. The 

Slate Set for GICCA Election
Annual Meeting to Be Held on November 17

main change is the 
personal indemni-
fication of board 
members from the 
expenses of any le-
gal actions that 
might be incurred 
due to their ser-
vice on the board, 
provided that the 
member has acted 
in good faith with 
the reasonable be-
lief that the action 
was in the best in-
terests of GICCA. 
The board also vot-
ed to renew their 
purchase of indem-
nification insurance 
for directors and 
officers.

In other business:
• The Stage project has made some 

progress. Michael Grennell and Rob 
Schroder have installed all the rebar 
needed to prepare for the concrete pour 
of the ramps/sidewalks, and Schroder 
has cut all the forms for the pour.

• Groundfloor Guemes announced 
their first distribution of the Welcome 
Bags they are preparing for island new-
comers (see article on page 21). Carol  
Pellet took the first bag to her new 
neighbor.

• An application for a liquor license 
for a cash bar for beer and wine at the 
Woodchoppers’ Ball has been submit-
ted. The Ball is a fundraiser for the 

Wendell Phillips (left) and Rob Schroder inspect the Community 
Center’s new 16- kilowatt automatic generator, which will be fully 
operational in November.

ly Doran, told the Tide that the trust is 
aware of the potential sale and the high 
conservation values of the property and 
hopes to explore possible options for 
conservation of the site either as a con-
servation area or in collaboration with a 
future landowner.

Islanders have rallied before to save 
natural landmarks and have succeeded 
in preserving the Peach Preserve (for-
merly the Demopolous Marsh) and 80 
acres on top of Guemes Mountain. 

Schoolhouse Park Stage (see article on 
page 18). A wine-tasting fundraiser for 
the Stage is scheduled for February 11, 
2017, with Nick Allison at the piano.

• The 16-kilowatt automatic generator 
has been hooked up and will be in ser-
vice in November.

• There will be a new reservation pro-
cess for reserving the Hall tables and 
chairs for private use outside the Hall. 
A donation of $5 per table and $1 per 
chair will be requested.

Emma Schroder thanked the board 
members for their service, especially 
since they were required to address some 
“hard issues” this year. She humorously 
congratulated the board for not “killing 
each other” in the process. 

Danni-Lynn Snell turns 13 on 
     November 6.
Jack Kilbreath turns 7 on November 7.
Marissa Townsend turns 14 on 
     November 7.
Ryan Baca turns 15 on November 8.
Darrel Berg turns 96 on November 14.
On November 15, Shaw Clifton turns 
     14 and Matia Parks turns 1.
Lily-Rose Day turns 14 on  
     November 25.
Rivers Olson turns 15 on November 26.
Kyle Baca turns 12 on November 27.
Skagit County turns 133 on 
     November 28.
Michael Spahr turns 12 on 
     November 29.
     (Editors’ note: This section lists birth-
days of youngsters with island connec-
tions turning 16 or younger, and elders 
turning 90 or older. To get a family 
member added, contact us at 299-9999 
or editorial@guemestide.org.)

Island 
Birthdays
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Where do you want to live on guemes? 

What you get when you 
list your property with 
Margi: 
 
 FULL-TIME PROFESSIONAL REAL 

ESTATE AGENT WITH 17 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

 TOP PRODUCING AGENT  

 PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS OF 
YOUR PROPERTY 

 HIGH QUALITY MARKETING 
MATERIALS 

 TOP SEARCH ENGINE  
PLACEMENT 

 PROFESSIONAL WEBSITES 

 CONTINUOUS MARKET UPDATES 

 AVAILABLE TO CLIENTS 24/7 

 OVER 100 MILLION IN SALES 

I enjoy helping people make a change in their lives.  If you need a CMA (Comparable Market Analysis) 
please call... 

Margi Houghton  
 

(360) 202-0041 
margi@windermere.com 
www.margihoughton.com  Windermere Real Estate/Anacortes Properties 

7630 Cypress Way 
$1,139,000   MLS#975012 

7872 West Shore Drive 
$628,000   MLS#1016325 

27 Acre Property On West Shore Drive 
$1,498,000   MLS#1035698 

7327 Holiday Blvd   $798,000 MLS#953328 5279 Guemes Island Road    $775,000   MLS#934297 

4536 South Shore Drive  $905,000  MLS#893227 6024 Seaway Drive   $1,259,503  MLS#968832 



10     The Guemes Tide     November 2016

By Edith Walden
In a special meeting on October 

10, the Guemes Island Property Own-
ers Association (GIPOA) addressed 
the Guemes Island fire commissioners 
and requested  a partnership to “coop-
eratively educate our island neighbors 
concerning the desirability of eliminat-
ing the trafficking of illegal fireworks to 
Guemes Island.”

The illegal use of fireworks has long 
been an issue for GIPOA, and the group 
has worked hard and somewhat success-
fully to reduce the use of fireworks to 
one day only—the 4th of July. 

The recent Cook’s Cove fire (see ar-
ticle on page 1 of the September Tide) 
that was started by the use of illegal fire-
works has heightened awareness of fire-
works dangers.

Acknowledging that the fire depart-
ment has no enforcement powers re-
garding fireworks uses, GIPOA suggest-
ed a number of other educational ideas 
to address the problem.

Attendants at the meeting described 
watching people bring wheelbarrows 
heaped with $200 worth or more of ille-
gal fireworks onto the ferry prior to the 
4th of July. Frank Crawford described 
the fireworks use in his South Shore 
Drive neighborhood as being the loud-
est in the four years he has lived here, 
shaking the windows with the explo-
sions. He added that often the offending 
parties are visitors and their guests, who 
do not own the properties they occupy.  
Others told of unhappy confrontations  
with neighbors who insist on their 
rights to break the fireworks laws, and 
successful ones that resulted in the ces-

Fire Department Discusses Fireworks
sation of illegal behavior. 

Fire Commissioner Chair Chip Bo-
gosian asked, “What do we do to edu-
cate so we don’t burn the place down?”

The fire commissioners decided to 
produce six large banners stating that 
the Guemes Island Fire Department re-
quests that islanders obey the fireworks 
laws. Shortly before the 4th of July, the 
banners will be placed in strategic spots 
around the island. Permission will be 
requested from Skagit County Public 
Works to place a banner at the Ana-
cortes landing. Members of GIPOA will 
assist with the banner project and will 
distribute educational flyers to ferry us-
ers in the days prior to the 4th of July.

The parties at the meeting agreed to 
hold further discussion about sponsor-
ing other events that raise awareness 
about the fireworks laws and dangers.

Emergency-response stipends 
raised

In the regular fire commissioners’ 
meeting that followed on October 10, 
commissioners agreed to raise stipends 
for emergency responders from $5 to $7 
per person per incident. Stipends for the 
responding incident commander and/or 
lead EMT will increase from $10 to $14 
per incident.

In other business, commissioners ap-
proved Fran Bohall’s application to join 
the Guemes Island Fire Department as 
support staff.

The fire commissioners will draft 
a letter to the Skagit County Board of 
Commissioners requesting that they au-
thorize the Skagit County fire marshal 
to ban all fireworks during extreme fire 
danger, as has been done in Douglas 
County.

As of 2016, Chelan, Douglas, Frank-
lin, San Juan, Spokane, and Yakima 
counties all have permanent bans on the 
sales and use of all fireworks in their un-
incorporated areas. Douglas County al-
lows legal fireworks on New Year’s Eve.

A public budget meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m. on November 14 at the Fire 
Hall. The regular meeting of the fire 
commissioners will begin at 7:15 p.m. 
following the budget meeting. 

Island resident and artist Cathy 
Schoenberg will offer a one-day class in 
mixed-media painting on Saturday, No-
vember 19, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The class is open to people of all skill 
levels and will include basic principles of 
design and technique demonstrations, 
and will focus on goddess or spirit- 
animal imagery. Students will work on 
wood or canvas using acrylic paint, col-
lage papers, and found objects. They are 
encouraged to bring their own objects 
or mementos to use in their paintings. 
Cathy will provide all other materials.

Schoenberg, who earned a BFA in 
fine arts from Fort Wright College and 
has exhibited in numerous galleries and 
other venues in the region, asks students 
to “think about the image you might 
want to use so you can dig right into 
the project, but keep your mind open to 
change. I find about half a definite idea 
and half letting what happens happen to 
be a good formula.” 

The class, which costs $140, will be 
held at Tower Arts Studio.

For more information or to register, 
visit suerobertssculpture.com and select 
“Classes/Workshops” in the Tower Arts 
Studio section, or contact Sue Roberts 
at 293-8878. 

Mixed-Media Painting 
Class Offered

Corn Mother is a mixed-media work by  
artist and teacher Cathy Schoenberg.

bikespot 
bicycle repair 
sales & service 
parts & accessories 
210 Commercial Ave. 
360-588-1676 
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When What Time Where Contact

Mondays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Wednesdays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Kundalini	Yoga 2:30	-	4:00	pm Church Constance	Mayer	299-3358
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Fridays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221

Nov.	2,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 10:15	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Nov.	3,	Thu. Gathering	Lunch:	Rosemary	Lemon	Chicken 11:30	am	-	12:15	pm Church Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
Nov.	4,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Nov.	5,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Nov.	6,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Daylight	Saving
Time	ends
Nov.	7,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382
GIPAC 6:30	pm Church Patty	Rose	206-660-7697

Nov.	8,	Tues. Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Election	Day
Nov.	9,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 10:15	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Nov.	10,	Thu. Gathering	Lunch:	Steve's	Island	Chicken 11:30	am	-	12:15	pm Church Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
Nov.	11,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996
Veterans	Day Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Nov.	12,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Nov.	13,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Nov.	14,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Fire	Commissioners	Budget	Hearing 7:00	pm Fire	Hall Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
Fire	Commissioners	Meeting 7:15	pm Fire	Hall Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
Historical	Society 7:00	pm Church Carol	Deach	708-2726

Regularly	Scheduled	Exercise	Classes

Island	Events	by	the	Day

All	events	listed	are	open	to	the	public	(some	require	preregistration).		Asterisk	(*)	indicates	fee	for	event.
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When What Time Where Contact
Nov.	16,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 10:15	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Nov.	17,	Thu. Gathering	Lunch:		Baked	Ham 11:30	am	-	12:15	pm Church Lorraine	Francis	293-8364

GICCA	Annual	Meeting 7:00	pm Hall Kathleen	Phillips	299-0068
Nov.	18,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Nov.	19,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

GIPAC	Annual	Meeting 3:00	-	5:00	pm Hall Patty	Rose
Nov.	20,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Nov.	21,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382
Library	Book	Club 7:15	pm Susan	Rombeek	293-0777

Nov.	22,	Tues. Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Nov.	23,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 10:15	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Nov.	24,	Thu.
Thanksgiving
Nov.	25,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Nov.	26,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Holiday	Bazaar 10:00	am	-	3:00	pm Hall Janice	Veal
The	31st	Woodchoppers'	Ball: Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708
		Community	Potluck 6:00	pm
		Music:	Open	Mic	followed	by 7:00	pm
		Ebb,	Slack,	and	Flood

Nov.	27,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Nov.	28,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Cemetery	Commissioners	Meeting 6:00	pm Fire	Hall Angie	Veal	293-0925

Nov.	30,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship	 10:15	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Guemes	Mountain	Trail	work	party,	Saturday	and	Sunday,	December	3	and	4,	8:30	am	-	3:30	pm
To	add	your	event,	email:	calendar@guemestide.org	(by	the	15th	of	the	month).

UPCOMING											Gathering	Lunch,	Thursday,	December	1,	11:30	am	-	12:15pm
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By Edith Walden
In 1946, the Ana-

cortes High School 
class of 1945 present-
ed a plaque to the high 
school that memorial-
ized the 18 alumni who 
died during military ser-
vice in WWII. 

Islander Dick Ivers-
en was a member of the 
AHS class of 1962. Now 
a retired US Air Force 
colonel, Iversen flew 
more than 350 com-
bat missions during two 
tours in Vietnam, and 
as executive director of 
a number of command 
positions, he worked 
at the Pentagon and 
briefed the Secretary 
of Defense. Last year, 
Iversen became a mem-
ber of the Veterans Memorial Commit-
tee that was appointed to design a Vet-
erans Memorial Plaza that would adjoin 
the new athletic field at Anacortes High 
School. The plaza was dedicated on Oc-
tober 5.

The plaque presented by the class 
of 1945 is now ensconced in a case in 
the plaza that also memorializes two 
Anacortes-area recipients of the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor, including 
islander Gerald O. Young, the late hus-
band of Yadi Young and father of Mel-

Long-Lost Memorial Plaque Found, Restored

ody Young. But for decades that earlier 
plaque had disappeared.

As plans were being made for the 
plaza, a donor remembered that plaque 
and asked Anacortes School District  
Superintendent Dr. Mark Wenzel where 
it was. In earshot was AHS robotics 
teacher Joe Furin. Sixteen years earli-
er, he had seen a loader dumping trash 
into a small construction dumpster on 
campus. Curious, he went over to exam-
ine the trash and found the plaque. He 
asked around the school if anyone knew 

about it or wanted it but 
got no response, so he took 
it home.

He volunteered to 
Wenzel that he had it—in 
its very distressed state—in 
his attic. 

Dick knew just the 
man for the restoration 
job, he told the Tide: 
“Guemes Island master 
woodworker Michael Mur-
phy,” also an AHS alum-
nus. Not only did Mur-
phy donate his time to 
restore the original plaque 
to pristine condition, he 
helped fashion the Med-
al of Honor plaques that 
were designed to resemble 
the 1946 plaque and used 
French cleats to install 
them in the display case.

Also helping with the 
restoration and Medal of Honor plaques 
were Anacortes woodworker Don Rohl-
fing and Seattle woodworker Jeff Lovely.

The Veterans Memorial Plaza is a 
striking space that adjoins the newly 
opened Rice Field just behind Ana-
cortes High School (see article on page 
15 of the October Tide). It’s worth a 
visit to reflect on the service and sacri-
fice given for the sake of our country—
in the beautiful space designed in part 
by Guemes Islanders to honor many, in-
cluding one of our own. 

By Edith Walden
The M/V Guemes will be out of ser-

vice for repairs from late on November 
8 through the end of November 10.

The vessel will make its last run at 
6:45 p.m. on Tuesday, November 8. 
The Arrow Launch Services Strait Ar-
row will begin passenger-only service at 
8 p.m. that night (ensuring that last-
minute voters will still be able to drop 
off their ballots by 8 p.m. and return to 
Guemes).

Following the replacement of the 
No. 2 main engine with a rebuilt spare 

Reminder: Ferry Shutdown November 8–11
and the installation of a new generator, 
the M/V Guemes is scheduled to return 
to service no later than 6:30 a.m. on 
Friday, November 11.

The Strait Arrow can hold 49 pas-
sengers along with some bicycles. At the 
discretion of the captain, small motor-
bikes and electric scooters will be al-
lowed on a space-available basis. Ex-
treme weather conditions and extreme 
low tides may interrupt service. Due to 
the very short duration of the outage, 
Skagit Transit bus service will not be 
available on the island.

Please follow the usual shutdown  
etiquette: return empty wheelbarrows to 
the Anacortes side, offer help to those 
with heavy loads or who need other as-
sistance, and enjoy the opportunity to 
converse with your neighbors and share 
the friendly adventure of passenger-only 
service. 

For further information about the 
shutdown, contact Skagit County Ferry 
Operations Division Manager Rachel 
Rowe at rrowe@co.skagit.wa.us or 416-
1400 and see the article on page 1 of the 
October Tide. 

Left: When it was rescued, the memo-
rial plaque presented by the AHS class 
of 1945 was in a state of extensive 
disrepair. Right: Mike Murphy helped 
restore the plaque, which is now on display at the new Veterans Memorial 
Plaza in Anacortes.
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By Edith Walden
This summer JoAnne and Michael 

Gray and JoAnne’s sisters, Sue Anderson 
and Nancy Mitchell, donated a flagpole 
to the Guemes Island Community Cen-
ter Association to be erected at School-
house Park near the Stage. 

In the early 1960s, the pole had been 
made by the women’s father, Robert 
“Bob” Mitchell. A WWII navy veteran, 
Bob fashioned the flagpole in the like-
ness of a navy warship’s mast shortly af-
ter he and his wife, Dorothy, purchased 
their Indian Village property in 1959 
and built a cabin. The family spent al-
most every weekend and all summer at 
the cabin, while Bob commuted from 
Seattle.

JoAnne describes Bob scavenging 
surplus sections of light poles from Se-
attle City Light and transporting them 
back to Guemes on the roof of his car. 
Surplus material from the cabin project 
was also used. An artist and carver, Bob 
made the yardarms and spreaders from 
wood, using only hand tools. He fitted 
the top of the pole with a surplus ma-
rine light fixture, JoAnne told the Tide. 
A friend helped him weld the pieces for 
the base of the flagpole. The pole was 

Flagpole Given to Community Center Association
secured in a large cement 
block so that it could with-
stand the heaviest winds. 

Bob died in 2012, 10 
months after Dorothy, 
and the cabin they built 
was barged over to Sinclair 
Island as the Grays pre-
pared to build their per-
manent residence. Fifty 
years ago, Dorothy’s par-
ents had given her family 
a maple tree, which they 
had planted seemingly far 
away from the flagpole. As 
the tree grew, it became in-
tertwined with the pole. A 
decision became necessary. 
The family chose to keep 
the tree as a living memor-
ial to Bob and Dorothy, 
certain they would be hap-
py and proud for the flag-
pole to be shared with is-

landers at Schoolhouse Park.
When the pole is erected, the family 

plans to have a plaque placed at the base 
in memory of Bob. 

By Edith Walden
Guemes has been getting a bit of 

press lately, some of it accurate.
In September, KING-TV aired an 

out-of-date video right before Labor 
Day that promoted Guemes Island as 
the “secret San Juan Island, lesser  
known, ferry-line free—a getaway 
among getaways” (see article on page  
11 of the October Tide). 

On October 12, the Travel section 
of the Seattle Times featured freelance 
writer Christy Karras’s account of her 
day trip by bicycle to Guemes. She pro-
claimed “sleepy Guemes Island” to re-
semble a “mini Lopez Island” due to its 
“friendly residents and lack of traffic” 
and its pastures, fields, and “few hills of 
any size.”

Karras seems to have enjoyed her 
stay on Guemes, starting with the “cute 
little passenger cabin” on the ferry, and 
her hike up Guemes Mountain, which 
she proclaims is “optimistically named,” 
mistakenly reporting  its elevation as 
552 feet rather than its true height of 
692 feet (granted, it still falls short of 
1,000 feet, which was formerly a US 
definition for a mountain). She made 
stops at the Guemes Island Resort, 
Young’s Park, and the Guemes Island 
General Store (which she recommends) 
in her circumnavigational trip on two 
wheels.

A detailed map of the island and its 
surroundings, along with descriptions of 
ferry fares and a link to the ferry sched-
ule, round out the article, raising alarm 
from Guemians who live in fear of be-
ing “discovered.” To read the article, go 
to tinyurl.com/minilopez. 

More Guemes  
Island Promos

Bob Mitchell built this flagpole in the 1960s at the family 
cabin in Indian Village. A memorial maple tree stands next 
to it. 
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Bob Mitchell stands next to a sea captain 
he carved.
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Editors’ note: Island girls Anna Prewitt, 14, and Danni Snell, 12, were chosen to participate in a student exchange program 
sponsored by the Anacortes Sister Cities Association.

For a year and a half, the two have been studying Japanese language and culture in preparation for a 10-day stay in Japan 
this summer. In addition, they have been participating in fundraising events to help raise the $2,000 cost per student.

Last year, Kurumi Sasaki came to live with the Prewitts and Snells for six days. This year Anna and Danni spent six days with 
the Sasaki family in Nikaho, Japan, the sister city of Anacortes. Here are their own first-person accounts of their trips.

Over the past summer, I flew an 
ocean away, although it seemed more 
like a world apart. And I didn’t want to 
come home.

I went to Japan in an exchange pro-
gram sponsored by the Anacortes Sis-
ter Cities Association, an organization 
that coordinates student exchanges with 
similar places in different parts of the 
world. Anacortes and Nikaho, Japan, 
are sister cities. I was lucky enough to 
be able to spend two weeks in Japan, al-
though that time flew by, aided perhaps 
by a surreal sixteen-hour time differ-
ence. 

Our group spent three days in To-
kyo and then traveled farther north by 
shinkansen—the bullet train—to Sendai. 
From there, we went to Nikaho, where 
we were reunited with our host stu-

Anna Prewitt: A World Away in Japan
dents, who had stayed with us last sum-
mer. We stayed with our host family for 
six days.

I loved Japan. The culture has an 
overwhelming number of differences 
from ours. After a year of studying Japa-
nese in preparation for the trip, I found 
communication to be an enjoyable chal-
lenge. Generally, I could comprehend 
and make myself understood (eventu-
ally). 

There are vending machines around 
every corner, sporting an exotic variety 
of foods. I tried everything from the de-
licious peach water to vending-machine 
ramen. 

Other foods I discovered include 
the Japanese marble drink (soda in a 
glass bottle that is sealed with a marble, 
which I had to Google to figure out how 

to open); green tea ice cream (which, 
since it is high in caffeine, might not be 
the best to eat before bed); sakana su-
shi (I ate 14 plates of it); and squeezable 
jam-with-butter packages (which you 
have to be careful with to avoid squirt-
ing all over your face).

The breakfasts served in Japan are 
also extraordinary—they are the most 
important meal of the day! It was hard 
to go back to our pitiful and unvaried  
cereal when I got back. In Japan, break-
fast might consist of the ubiquitous 
miso soup with tofu, a salad dish, some 
fresh fruit (there were some sweet blue-
berries), rice, tamagoyaki (Japanese-style 
omelet), some vegetables (eggplant, 
perhaps), and meatballs in sweet sauce. 
Even the hotel breakfasts were stellar. 

The climate was hot and humid 
(when I got home, I walked around in 
a blanket for a week). One of the worst 
days of this was when we hiked up to a 
Buddhist temple in Sendai. 

There are two major religions in Ja-
pan, and each has its own architectural 
stamp on the country. Buddhist temples 
and Shinto shrines are everywhere, and 
we visited several. The temple in Sen-
dai was surrounded by a sort of equato-
rial jungle humming with cicadas and 
literally dripping. Even the trees were 
picturesque. We symbolically washed 
our hands and lit incense (which was 
a good way to donate the change that 
steadily built up in my pocket). There 
was even a golden Buddha to visit (al-
though no pictures allowed.)

One of the most culturally unique 
activities we witnessed was the Kanto 
Lantern Festival, which takes place an-
nually in Akita, the prefecture Nikaho 
belongs to. Hundreds of different lan-
tern groups take long poles—up to 40 
feet tall—and hang dozens of lanterns 

The spectacular Kanto Lantern Parade in Akita—with hundreds of candlelit lanterns on 
long poles—was a highlight of both girls’ experiences.

Two Island Girls, Two Trips of a Lifetime
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on them, which they light with real candles and then parade 
with down the streets. We dressed in jinbeis—traditional sum-
mer clothing of fold-over tops with matching sets of long 
shorts. Ours had floral patterns. While the shadows length-
ened, we went to the viewing stands. 

I was quite surprised when the flute players and taiko 
drummers reached a crescendo and pole after pole of lan-
terns were hefted into the air on hands, shoulders, hips, 
and even foreheads while the audience chanted “dokkoisho, 
dokkoisho”—a term of encouragement. The sight of hundreds 
of lantern poles swaying up and down the 
street like warmly glowing honeycombs—
sometimes haphazardly over your head, so 
you could see the flames inside—was un-
forgettable. 

Another cultural difference was the use 
of money trays. You couldn’t simply hand 
the money for your origami paper at the 
Tokyo market to the cashier, or pay directly 
to the attendant at the 7-Eleven (Japanese-
style, complete with an eating area) for 
your Hi-Chew (a chewy candy). You had 
to put the money in a pretty tray (presenta-
tion is everything in Japan) and push that 
across the counter; the change is returned 
in the same curious style. Similarly, there 
were no bills brought to the table at restau-
rants—or tips, for that matter. 

Another cultural quirk was the near-
total absence of garbage cans, which you 
don’t fully appreciate until they are no-

where to be found. They were only by 
vending machines or in homes. Also, the 
trash sorting system is impossibly com-
plex, especially when it’s in Japanese and 
you don’t happen to be able to read the 
language. 

It wasn’t all differences. The hotel in 
Tokyo wasn’t so different from my hotel 
in New York: tiny—though the Japanese 
one did provide a toothbrush and a very 
remarkable toilet. Especially in Nikaho, 
Japan felt like a home away from home. 

Nikaho is a seaside town, in the 
northwest of the main island of Hon-
shu. It’s a small and tight-knit commu-
nity with small shops, a few schools, and 
a lot of boats. My host family’s house 
was strikingly like those in Anacortes, ex-
cepting the sliding screens as opposed to 
doors between rooms. 

The people were also similar. Ryooki,  
the little boy in my host family, loved to 
play games with us and make mischief,  
like my own little brother. My host stu-

dent Kurumi dances, and she wants to be a kindergarten 
teacher. Honoka, her little sister, taught me patiently how to 
fold an origami samurai.

Perhaps my favorite part about Japan, aside from the un-
failing hospitality of my host family and everyone I ran across, 
were the beaches—sultry, sandy, and largely empty. The only 
downside was the microscopic jellyfish that stung my legs oc-
casionally. The horizon was unbroken and stretched into the 
distance, back around the world to Anacortes—a whole wide 
world away, but so similar in its own small way.

The Sasaki host family poses with their Guemes guests. From left are Ryooki, Kurumi, 
Anna, Michiru, Honoka, and Danni.

Danni (left) and Anna try making senbei (rice crackers) with their host family.
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Visiting Japan was the most memo-
rable experience I have ever had.

I went to Japan with the Anacortes 
Sister Cities Association and traveled 
with 11 other students. I was the young-
est in the group and didn’t know many 
other people except Anna [Prewitt], so it 
was difficult to make friends. 

The chaperones were so nice and had 
a lot of experience with what they were 
doing. 

The plane ride was hard because of 
the waiting. All the way through the 
plane ride, I couldn’t keep my mind off 
Japan. I remember first arriving at To-
kyo and looking out at all the lights 
outside and realizing how big and full 
of space it was. Communicating was 
complicated in the beginning, but as we 
went along it became fun. 

We learned the hard way to close 
the curtains when you get to the hotel: 
the sun was rising at 4:00 in the morn-
ing. Getting used to the hot and humid 
weather was also tough. Fans were a re-
quirement for staying cool.

Japanese toilets are interesting. The 
toilet seats were heated, and had a spray-
er and dryer at the touch of a button. 
You could even adjust the pressure. In 
some public restrooms, they have noise 
to cancel out all the noise! The Japanese 
are very careful about the environment. 
Their toilets and sinks save a lot of water 
and they refuse to use paper towels.

Another thing I found interesting 
were the sea creatures—jellyfish, sting 
rays, sharks—and how close they were 
to me in the water. 

Food was by far the best part of Ja-
pan. I was impressed that they had very 
healthy, very tasty food. Each dish pro-
vided a variety of flavors—especially the 
ramen! I have never eaten so much ra-
men in my life. I couldn’t get enough 
of it. All the other foods were good too, 
and very flavorful. My host family pre-
pared special meals every day, and every 
single one was different, which I really 
appreciated.

One of my favorite things to do in 
Japan was going to the shrines. They 
don’t have churches but they do have 
places you can go to pray or worship. 

Danni Snell: A Ramen Stay in Japan
Some of the things you could do at the 
shrines include: writing a wish on a rib-
bon and tying it on a line for the monks 
to take to the Buddha, drinking holy 
water, lighting incense, and giving your 
offerings and a prayer, of course.

I really liked the art on the shrines, 
and walking around and exploring them 
was always very fun and educational. 
At every shrine, they had a place where 
you can go and get a souvenir. I normal-
ly got a charm for a family member—
maybe one to keep from evil or a safety 
charm. Leaving was always very hard be-
cause they’re so beautiful. 

Our host family was so nice and fun-
ny. The mother was sweet, and we had 
a lot in common; we like photography, 
writing, and the same food. I was sur-
prised at how much English she knew. 
The father was also very nice and very 
generous. He showed us a lot of things 
around the house. The little sister was 
very outgoing when I got to know her 
and she helped us with many things, 
such as teaching us how to eat ramen. 
She also showed us some secret places 
such as a little private beach and a hid-
den swing set. The little brother was 
very funny and nice, but sometimes he’d 
be a little naughty and run around and 
roughhouse. 

The grandfather was the family 
member we were with the most. He  
was very, very funny, and was an amaz-
ing host. I’m very thankful that he gave 
up his time to be with us. The grand-
mother was very kind and patient. And 
last but not least, the great-grandmother 
was very nice but I didn’t get to know 
her very well. 

My favorite event in Japan was, of 
course, visiting the Ramen Museum. 
The top floor had a lot of educational 
history about ramen, but the bottom 
floor was the best of all. It had lanterns 
everywhere and little ramen shops. It 
was a replica of some 1950s ramen res-
taurants—all in a little city. The roof 
was painted with a beautiful sunset and 
people all around us were smiling and 
looking around in awe. Next to the 
door of a ramen restaurant was a little 
machine with big, wide, bright but-

tons with a picture of ramen on it and 
some Japanese writing. When I entered 
my yen and pressed a button, a ticket 
popped out of a little slot. A server took 
half of the ticket to the chef and left half 
on the table as we waited for the ramen 
to arrive. 

My other favorite event in Japan was 
the Kanto Lantern Festival. That was 
the first time we got to dress in our jin-
beis (fold-over tops that tie at the waist 
and comfy shorts to go with them). At 
first, there were about six people hauling 
lanterns on poles over their shoulders, 
and in front and behind them would be 
taiko drummers, drumming and danc-
ing to the rhythm. Later on, many more 
would push the lantern poles up to-
wards the sky, balancing them on their 
palm, arm, shoulder, head, and even 
their hip! They were very tall and would 
tip, but if that ever happened, some-
body would run in and save it from top-
pling to the ground.

Every moment in Japan was a mo-
ment to cherish. I wish I could share 
every single event that we did in Japan 
with you, but that would be a lot of 
writing, and you would get bored. Every 
day was an adventure I couldn’t explore 
if I were at home. Someday, I hope to 
go back to Japan and visit my host fam-
ily, or possibly live there. 

Danni balances a lantern pole in her hand 
as Anna looks on.
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By Holiday Matchett
At the October 10 meeting of the 

Guemes Island Historical Society, Win 
Anderson introduced the book Skagit 
Schoolma’am. In the words of her moth-
er, Claribel Rathbone Dahlen, author 
Elizabeth Dahlen Duncan describes her 
mother’s life as a pioneer schoolteacher 
in Skagit and Whatcom counties. 

This book, published in 1990, is a 
trip into early education on or in Cy-
press Island, Sterling, Guemes Island, 
Avon, Fidalgo Island, and Nooksack (in 
that order) as taught by a young teacher 
from Dwight, Kansas.

The story begins in 1893, when the 
Rathbone family and two other fami-
lies leave a rugged life in Kansas and by 
train arrive in Fidalgo City to make a 
new life. Claribel, at age 18 and five feet 
tall, becomes a rotating teacher, starting 
on Cypress Island for three months and 
moving from location to location for 
limited periods of time. 

She often had to walk to the new 
locations, which were separated by the 

Historical Society Visits School Days of Yore
Puget Sound area’s channels, rivers, for-
ests, and mountains. 

The Guemes Island school was cen-
tered on the island, just as was the 
school on Cypress Island. Claribel  
Rathbone’s description of the Guemes 
students and their families shows her  
to have respect and appreciation for the  
islanders.

She lived in the home of the Caus-
land (spelled “Cousland” in the book) 
family. Herbert Causland was the 
youngest pupil at age four. The book 
lists the children at the school and the 
last-day program, with poems written 
by the pupils in a farewell autograph 
book.  

Rathbone left Guemes at the end 
of the term and moved on to Sterling, 
teaching in a school built high on stilts. 
Ultimately, she settled in Rome, Wash-
ington, in a little log cabin and contin-
ued teaching and raising a family.

The book will become a part of the 
collection of the Guemes Island Histori-
cal Society research library. 

The story of a schoolteacher who taught 
on Guemes, as well as in other pioneer 
communities in the area, was discussed at 
the October meeting of the Guemes Island 
Historical Society.

By Edith Walden
The 31st Woodchoppers’ Ball will be 

held on Saturday, November 26, at the 
Community Center.

The band Ebb, Slack, and Flood will 
headline the event. A community pot-
luck dinner (bring those turkey left-
overs) will begin at 6 p.m., followed by 
an open mic and/or a warm-up band 

The Gwost family and friends prepare ricks of wood for last 
year’s Woodchoppers’ Ball raffle.

Woodchoppers’ Ball—the 31st—Returns on November 26
at 7 p.m. Ebb, Slack, 
and Flood will open 
following the warm-
up band. 

Known as the so-
cial event of the year, 
the Ball is organized 
by the Gwost fam-
ily, and this year 
will have a lumber-
jack theme. As usual, 
there will be a raffle 
for prizes donated by 
islanders and local 
businesses, including 
many coveted ricks of 
firewood. Those who stay for the entire 
event will witness—or participate in—
the wood-chucking contest that caps the 
evening.

The event is a fundraiser for the 
Schoolhouse Park Stage; guests will be 
asked for donations at the door of $8 
for adults, $7 for seniors, and $5 for 
teens. Children 12 and under get in 

free. New this year will be a cash bar for 
wine and beer.

Ebb, Slack, and Flood have appeared 
regularly on Guemes and around the 
area. Their music ranges through R&B, 
funk, and reggae. The four-piece band is 
great for dancing, so grab your suspend-
ers, stagged jeans, flannel checkered 
shirts, and corks and come on down. 
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By Edith Walden
Representatives for the Guemes Is-

land Historical Society (GIHS), the 
Guemes Island Library, the Communi-
ty Emergency Response Team (CERT), 
and the Guemes Island Community 
Center Association (GICCA) began 
meeting in early 2015 to discuss pos-
sible plans for expanding the Commu-
nity Center. 

Current committee members Gary 
Curtis, Dave Margeson, Gail Nicolls, 
Kathleen Phillips, Carol Pellett, Win 
Anderson, Tom and Carol Deach, Rob 
and Emma Schroder, Susan Rombeek, 
Al Bush, Sr., and Bob Anderson began  
exploring whether the 102-year-old 
building could use some refitting and 
expanding to better meet the needs of 
community organizations and a growing 
population of islanders.

In 2015, they met with architect 
Cynthia Richardson, described some 
ideas regarding future needs, and re-
quested that she present drawings of 
possible architectural solutions. High  
on the needs list were the following: 

• A revised entry that would not cre-
ate pedestrian bottlenecks at the door 
during popular community events 

• More capacity for community 
events, a number of which are now 
standing-room-only

• Larger and out-of-sight storage for 
the Hall tables, chairs, and risers

• Bigger and more convenient stor-
age for CERT supplies that would be 

Hall Expansion Committee Requests Feedback from Islanders
needed in a catastrophe, when the Hall 
would serve as a community shelter 
(food and other emergency supplies are 
currently housed in the attic, which is 
accessed by steep, winding stairs)

• An upgraded kitchen with more 
counter space, sinks, and ovens (but not 
upgraded to a commercial kitchen as ex-
ists at the Guemes Island Community 
Church)

• An additional bathroom to serve 
during large community events

• Space for the Historical Society to 
display exhibits, store archives, and con-
duct research

• Increased space for children’s mate-
rial and programs in the Guemes Island 
Library

Richardson, who designed the up-
dated entry to the Guemes Island Com-
munity Church, returned drawings that 
resulted in the committee deciding to 
rethink the project.

Time for community input
After a year of reconsidering and re-

fining their objectives, the group now 
wants to gauge community support for 
the goals of the project before meeting 
again with Richardson. Inserted in this 
issue of the Tide are a salmon-colored 
survey form and an addressed envelope. 
The committee wants to determine how 
the Hall and Library are currently being 
used and how much interest there is in 
island history.

Specifically, the survey requests in-

formation about how often island 
households use the Hall for communi-
ty meetings (Ferry Committee quarterly 
meetings, Public Forums with county 
officials, precinct caucuses, candidate fo-
rums, regular or annual meetings for is-
land organizations, such as the Guemes 
Island Community Center Association, 
the Guemes Island Property Owners As-
sociation, and the Guemes Island Plan-
ning Advisory Committee); communi-
ty events (Woodchoppers’ Ball, Talent 
Show, Holiday Community Potluck, 
Chamber Music Series concerts, Black 
and White Dinners, Science Camp, 
Strawberry Sunday Social, Hallow-
een Party, Fall Festival, Holiday Bazaar, 
Car Show, swap meet, and fundraisers); 
classes and groups (yoga and Zumba); 
and private events (such as wedding re-
ceptions, memorials, and birthday cel-
ebrations). 

The survey also requests information 
about islanders’ use of the Guemes Is-
land Library, their interest in island his-
tory, and their participation in events 
sponsored by the Guemes Island Histor-
ical Society (monthly Historical Society 
meetings, Growing Up Guemes, Holi-
day Bazaar, Dog Island Dog Show, and 
exhibits at fundraisers). 

Please take time to fill out the sur-
vey and either leave it in the drop box at 
the Guemes Island Library or return it 
by mail to the Guemes Island Historical 
Society, 7549H Guemes Island Road, 
Anacortes, WA 98221. 
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Warren Arnold “Cronk” Cronkhite, DDS, 
passed away peacefully at the age of 90 on Sep-
tember 15, with his family by his side.

He was born on September 30, 1925, in 
Bellingham to Edwin and Esther Cronkhite. 
They later moved to Everett, where he met the 
love of his life, Lillian Anderson.

After graduating from Everett High School 
in 1943, Cronk served his country as an avia-
tion cadet, attended Washington State Universi-
ty, where he was a member of Sigma Nu frater-
nity, and graduated in 1951 from the University 
of Washington School of Dentistry.

Cronk and Lil were married in Everett 
on September 20, 1946, at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, where they remained active members.

Cronk enjoyed spending the last 48 sum-
mers at the family cabin on Guemes Island, sur-

rounded by his family, friends, crab, clams, cod, and the occasional salmon. Cronk 
was an avid golfer at the Everett Golf & Country Club up until a few months ago. 
He would not hesitate to tell you about his five holes-in-one—one more than Lil.

Cronk is survived by his wife, Lil, and his daughters Judy (David) Cotant, Janny 
(Bob) Woodcock, and Susie (Art) Thomson. Cronk was proud of his six grandchil-
dren Jamie (Leah) Hartley, Eric (Jill) Hartley, Brad Woodcock, Jennifer Woodcock, 
Carly Thomson, AC Thomson, and three great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was held on October 8 at Trinity Episcopal Church in Ev-
erett. In lieu of flowers, a remembrance may be made to Trinity Episcopal Church 
or to the Guemes Island Firefighters Association, 6310 Guemes Island Road, Ana-
cortes, WA 98221. 

Warren Cronkhite
•  in memoriam •

This unusual bird, an albino European starling, was sighted on the 
north side of Guemes on July 1. 

Bird of a Different Feather
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No deer hunting will be allowed  
on Guemes Island in November until  
a special permit season for antlerless 
deer opens for modern firearm (shot-
gun) hunters on November 17—for 
only three days. 

A muzzleloader hunting season 
opens on the 23rd and runs through 
December 15 for any deer, along with  
a special permit season for a second 
(antlerless) deer during the same three-
week period.

Archers have the longest opening 
November 23 through December 31 
for any deer, along with a special permit 
season for a second (antlerless) deer sea-
son over the same period, thus conclud-
ing all hunting on the island for 2016.

Hunters are required to obtain per-
mission from landowners whether prop-
erty is posted or not. Trespassers can 
be reported to the sheriff’s office on the 
911 hotline. 

Other suspected violations—such as 
hunting from vehicles or along/across 
roads, in darkness, or under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol—should be re-
ported to the State Patrol, 757-1175. 

Thanks to Felix Edmunds for com-
piling this information from the state 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

Deer Hunting  
Resumes in Late 

November
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•  in memoriam •

Bonita “Bonnie” Isabelle Gould 
Flory passed away on August 30 at her 
home on Guemes Island.

Bonnie was born on December 
6, 1930, to Isabelle and James Gould 
in Bend, Oregon. She had one older 
brother (Hunter) and a younger broth-
er (Leland). In the 1940s, she and her 
family moved to Burien, Washington, 
where she graduated from high school.

She met her husband Cecil “Cy” 
Flory at the University of Washington, 
and they were married on February 
22, 1952. Their four children are Mark 
(their first “Mark” in life); Grant (they 
were “Granted” another child); Craig; 
and their daughter Lynn. Bonnie was 
a librarian, moving up the ranks to be-
come head librarian at the Kenmore 

branch of the King County Library system. She was proud to have achieved this 
title without a bachelor’s or master’s degree. The family lived in several locations, 
with their longest stints in Kirkland, Washington, and on Guemes Island, where she 
and Cy built their timber-frame dream house and lived for the last 20 years of their 
retirement. 

She was an accomplished knitter and seamstress. Notably, she made the first 
dress that “Gertrude” (Bob Newman) of the J. P. Patches Show wore when Cy was a 
director of the KIRO show in the late 1950s. Bonnie knitted sweaters and afghans 
and enjoyed many other forms of arts and crafts. She attained her Master Gardener 
certificate while she and Cy lived in Kirkland, and was an avid bird watcher. 

Her friends and family enjoyed her sense of humor. Anne Jackets recalls Bon-
nie’s participation in a Shakespeare reading and her willingness to participate as a 
minnow in an island production of “Way Down Yonder in an Itty Bitty Pool,” even 
fashioning an elaborate fish costume for herself from shiny CDs. Granddaughter 
Karla recalls Grandma offering her root beer floats “on the sly” during holiday visits. 

Bonnie made holidays special for everyone, especially Christmas. She started a 
tradition of serving cherry cheese blintzes and little smoky sausages on Christmas 
Day which continued when she “passed the skillet” and the recipe to the next gen-
eration several years ago. She kept one artificial Christmas tree up year-round in her 
island house, swapping out the decorations for various holidays.

Clips and quotes, found in her files, tell a lot about Bonnie, too: “I long to ac-
complish great and noble tasks, but it is my chief duty to accomplish humble tasks 
as though they were great and noble. The world is moved along, not only by the 
mighty shoves of its heroes, but also by the aggregate of the tiny pushes of each 
honest worker.” (Helen Keller) “Things we just think of are seldom begun. It also 
takes doing, to get something done.” “Hope is the thing with feathers.” “Flowers 
leave some of their fragrance in the hand that bestows them.”  She was an avid read-
er and book collector.

Bonnie was preceded in death by her parents and her brother Hunter. She is sur-
vived by her brother Leland (Nancy) Gould; her husband of 64 years, Cy; children 
Mark (Debby), Grant (Sandy), Craig, and Lynn; former daughter-in-law Cher-
yl; grandchildren Shawn, Sarah, Karla, Luke, and Abby; and a nephew and several 
nieces. All miss her. 

Bonita Flory

Groundfloor Guemes has been pre-
paring welcome packets for newcomers 
to help them learn about the Guemes 
community, in a project spearheaded by 
Phyllis Bravinder and Holly Green. The 
group distributed its first Welcome Bags 
to Carol Pellett and Marietta Harrigan, 
who gave them to their new neighbors.

The bags, handmade by Groundfloor 
Guemes members, contain a Guemes 
Island Telephone Directory, a Guemes 
Guide, a guide to protecting our aquifer 
and other information sheets, and a tin 
of Guemes Sunrise coffee.

If you know a new full-time resident 
you would like to welcome to the is-
land, contact Holly Green at 610-3829 
or hbgreen50@gmail.com. 

Welcome Bags 
Ready for Island 

Newcomers

Marietta Harrigan will be giving a Ground-
floor Guemes welcome packet to her new 
neighbor.

Notice
The Fire Commissioners will hold a 
public budget hearing on Monday, 
November 14, at 7 p.m. at the Fire 

Hall. The regular fire commissioners 
meeting will immediately follow at 

7:15 p.m.
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Five Years Ago
“Evolving treasure” Philip Mc-

Cracken’s life, art, and philosophy 
are explored in a feature by Edith 
Walden.

The “spectacular beauty” of  
Vendovi Island, Guemes’s neighbor 
to the north, is detailed in a piece 
by Paul Beaudet as the San Juan 
Preservation Trust completes the 
$6.4 million purchase of the 217-
acre “botanist’s dream.”

—Guemes Tide, November 2011

Ten Years Ago
Author and teacher Janice Veal 

is illuminated in the spotlight of 
correspondent Betty Crookes. The 
article recounts how Janice man-
ages to combine art with classroom 
instruction, as well as publishing 
cookbooks with her friend Dawn 
Ashbach.

The Willowrose Bay quince or-
chard created and farmed by Edith 
Walden on South Shore Road land  
once farmed by Guemes’s earliest pio-
neers receives the island’s first Sustain-
ability Award. 

Thirty-three-year resident Ferdi Bus-
inger offers his ruminations on the good 
and bad of “progress” while making an 
inspired case for support of conservation 

easements for preserving exceptional 
properties in perpetuity.

—Evening Star, November 2006

Twenty Years Ago
The newly elected Community 

Council reveals preliminary plans for 
the expansion of the Community Cen-

This drawing, supplied by Northwest Aluminum  
Company, clearly demonstrates how the 720-acre 
plant (including buffer areas) would have occupied 
most of South Shore Road all the way into the Valley.

ter for the Library, contacting the 
Humble family about purchasing 
property to the north for parking, 
and finding a location for the Mur-
ray Read Pavilion.

Betty Crookes documents the 
birding exploits of Bob and Gloria 
Privette.

The Potlatch Beach water dis-
trict signs a contract with the Skagit 
County Public Utility District to 
construct a desalinization plant to 
serve 33 residences on West Shore 
Road. The project is estimated to 
cost $271,000. 

—Evening Star, November 1996

Fifty Years Ago
The county commissioners plan 

to set a date to vote on rezoning 
720 acres on south Guemes Island 
for the construction of an alumi-
num plant. The announcement fol-
lows a Planning Commission 3–2 
vote in favor of the rezone ”as the 
best and highest land use . . . of that 
portion of Guemes Island under 

consideration.”
Plans for a community Thanksgiving 

are announced by the Community Club 
“for all who are wishing to come.” Tur-
key and ham will be supplied and the 
rest will be potluck.

—Anacortes American,  
November 22, 1966
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