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This a conceptual illustration of what an all-electric ferry for Guemes might look like.

A New Concept for an All-Electric Ferry
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By Tom Murphy with Edith Walden
On June 14, Skagit County Com-

missioners Ken Dahlstedt, Lisa Janicki, 
and Ron Wesen listened to a presenta-
tion by John Ockerman, president of 
Ockerman Automation Consulting, and 
Luke Briant, global account manager 
and marine technology manager of Sie-
mens Marine Solutions Group, regard-
ing their concept for an all-electric ferry 
for Guemes Island.

Ferry Operations Division Man-
ager Rachel Rowe introduced the pre-
sentation by reminding the more than 
40 people in attendance that conversa-
tions about a replacement ferry for the 
36-year-old M/V Guemes have been  
occurring for some time. “We know 
that we are going to have to replace the 
current vessel, the M/V Guemes, within 
the next 10 to 13 years,” she said. “We 
would like to get something done with-
in the next 3 to 5 years.” 

In attendance were Guemes Island-
ers; ferry crew members; a representa-
tive from Puget Sound Energy; Thomas 
Boucher, community liaison for Con-
gressman Rick Larsen; Joseph Downes, 
outreach director from Senator Maria 
Cantwell’s office; and Lee Stoll, reporter 
from KOMO-NEWS, which aired a TV 
story about the all-electric-ferry concept 
on June 15, 18, and 19.

Rowe reminded the audience that 
about a year ago she was approached 
about the concept for an all-electric 
ferry, and a presentation was made in 
December to the commissioners by Joe 
Payne. Her desire to learn more about 
this technology, its current implemen-
tations worldwide, and its possible ap-
plication for current ferry operations led 
her to Ockerman and Briant.

Zero-emissions advantages 
Ockerman Automation and Siemens 

collaborated in the building and design  
of the Norwegian MF Ampere, the 
world’s first zero-emissions ferry, which 
was launched last May. (For more about 
Ockerman and the Ampere, see page 4 
of the June Tide.)

Ockerman and Briant reviewed the 
current state of electric ferries in use in 
the world (there is no all-electric car fer-
ry in use in the US). The two, who are 
volunteering their time and expertise to 

design and deliver the concept and pre-
sentation, outlined general assumptions 
about capacity for passengers (99–150), 
cars (25–30), and transit (23 round trips 
per day traveling at 8 to 12 knots). 

“As we go through the design spiral,” 
Briant advised, “I think it is important 
to understand that the main empha-
sis needs to be in weight reduction.” 
This factor is important in considering 
the number of round trips that could 
be made without needing to recharge 
the batteries. Their preliminary design 
would support up to three round-trip 
transits without a recharge of the vessel; 
they assume the recharge to full capacity 
would take seven minutes.

One advantage of a zero-emissions 
ferry is the large amounts of pollutants  
that are not released into the environ-
ment—391.2 tons of CO2, 10.5 tons of 
nitrogen oxides, and 695.7 tons of sul-
fur oxides per year, for example. They 

Citizens of the  
Year Elected

It’s a tie: both the Guemes Island 
Planning and Advisory Committee and 
Tom and Carol Deach received Citizen 
of the Year awards on June 11. See 
article on page 9. (continued on page 4)
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Strawberries and community
The Strawberry Sundae Social [on 

June 19] was a delightful island event 
that came about because of our strong 
Guemes community. Many of us were 
lucky enough to be able to attend 
the Historical Society’s “Growing Up 
Guemes” event held the afternoon be-
fore. There we listened as island chil-
dren of the ’30s related fond memories 
of social events at the Community Hall. 
Groundfloor Guemes appreciates the is-
land community of 2016 and wishes to 
acknowledge and thank all who helped 
make the social a success. 

We begin with thanks to the Tide 
and to LineTime for announcing the 
event so enthusiastically. Thanks to all 
the strawberry “hullers,” especially to 
those who joined Groundfloor members 
to make a big task an easy and joyful 
event. We hope the Gwost Family Mu-
sicians could feel the energy and cheer 
that their music brought to the Hall 
that day. Thank you for all your songs 
and spirit! 

We give praise to Sally Stapps’s green 
thumb and energy and for her contri-
bution of flowers, which not only made 
the Hall festive but helped generate 
funds to purchase a new emergency gen-
erator. We thank the muscles and spirit 
of those who pitched in to help with the 
event’s setup and takedown. 

And, of course, thank you to the ap-
proximately 120 islanders who showed 
up with smiles and, we hope, left with 
even bigger ones. Each and every one 
of us made it a grand day and perhaps, 
for the children who were there, a fond 
memory some 70 or 80 years down the 
road.

—Groundfloor Guemes

Say watt?
The paragraph about Deb Bear’s 

solar-electric system (“Looking Back,” 
May 2016, page 24) perpetuated an il-
literacy about electrical terminology that 
I was sorry to see. The system generated 
33.86 megawatt-hours, not megawatts, 
in the first year, and the average annual 
wasteful US household consumption is 
about 10.66 megawatt-hours annually.

This may seem like a slight distinc-
tion to the uneducated, but watt-hours 
and watts are as different as (and are 
comparable to) miles and miles per 
hour. What was published was the direct 
equivalent of someone asking, “How far 
is it to Vancouver?” and being answered 
“65 miles per hour.”

Watts (and their larger units of kilo-
watts and megawatts) denote the speed 
at which energy is generated, transmit-
ted, or used, or the capacity of a system  
to generate, transmit, or use energy. 
Watt-hours (and kilowatt-hours and 
megawatt-hours) are units of energy—
they are what you buy from PSE,  
and what many islanders generate  
with solar- and wind-electric systems.

—Ian Woofenden

Great Growing Up
On behalf of the Guemes Island  

Historical Society (GIHS), I would  
like to thank all those who made the 
“Growing Up Guemes” program [on 
June 18] a success.

First, thanks to Alice Brooks, Charles 
Gilkey, Bobby and Barbara Kager, Ma-
rie Vallquist, Iris Sherman, and Mar-
vin Shoultz for sharing their experiences 
of growing up on our island during the 
1930s. A very special guest, Bud Strom, 
also contributed to our program. With 
an average age of close to 90 years, our 
panel had so much to tell in a very 
short time. Along with their knowledge, 
they brought many photos and keep-
sakes to share with us from their lives on 
Guemes Island.

Thanks to Sally Stapp, who hosted  
the event, and to her husband, Dick 
Brigham, who provided music of the 
era. Thanks to Wendell Phillips, who 

On Page 8 of the June Tide, we 
listed the wrong phone number for 
Willie McWatters, the new kitchen man-
ager for the store. The correct number 
is 826-2233. That’s also the number 
for the DIGS Kitchen food truck, in 
case you’re wondering where it is and 
whether it is open. We regret the error.

Correction

(continued on page 10)
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By Edith Walden
There is fresh paint on all the walls 

inside Anderson’s General Store, which 
will soon have a new name. The name 
will be simple and site-specific, the 
management team of Mark Linnemann, 
Brian Shasserre, and Willie McWatters 
revealed when the Tide toured on June 
21, but they haven’t yet chosen it ex-
actly. 

Carpenters were hard at work finish-
ing the expansion of the dining room, 

Store Almost Ready to Open
Free Music on July 8 With Sky All Around

and the place buzzed with excitement 
as family and staff focused on finishing 
projects in time for the initial opening 
in July.

Exactly when in July is still up in the 
air and depends on how long it takes to 
finish construction, stock an inventory, 
enter codes into the point-of-sale sys-
tem, and train staff. The same goes with 
the fuel pumps. The licensing for the 
pumps is complete, but the gas station 
requires a separate merchant service and 

point-of-sale system that was not yet 
installed as the Tide went to print, and 
staff will need to be trained.

They are still trying for a July 1 
opening—or as soon as they can pos-
sibly provide good service to their cus-
tomers. It will definitely be in July, they 
promise. 

They’ve booked Anacortes band Sky 
All Around to play at the store on Fri-
day evening, July 8, so even if the store 
is not open, islanders and guests are in-
vited to come hear free music and en-
joy soft drinks on the patio. Full food 
service, beer, and wine will be available 
if they are ready to open by then. A va-
riety of music acts have been booked 
throughout the summer (see the calen-
dar in this issue for details).

Modest expectations
The walk-in cooler and all the major 

equipment are now cleaned and opera-
tional. All licensing is complete except 
for the retail food service permit—the 
health inspection cannot be conducted 
until construction is finished. 

The management team emphasizes  
that they plan to start out on a small 
scale, and will build their inventory and 
menus as they and their staff gain exper-
ience in running a complex and de-
manding business.

The store will be open Monday 
through Thursday and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. It will be open 
until 11 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. 

The beginning menu will include 
simple breakfasts on Saturday and  

The island’s general store is a family affair for the new owners/managers. Amid lavender 
beds on the store’s outdoor patio are, from left, Emily Grober, Brian Shasserre (holding 
Amaya Shasserre); in front row, Teo and Rumi Kae Linnemann and Juniper Diamond; in 
back row, Kelly and Mark Linnemann, Jaime Diamond, and Willie McWatters (holding 
Chavi Diamond).

(continued on page 8)
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This conceptual view shows the deck of an all-electric 
Guemes ferry.

c
O

u
rtes

y O
c
k
er

m
a
n

 a
u

tO
m

atiO
n

 c
O

n
s
u

ltin
g

 &
 Fr

a
n

k
 W

O
ll

estimate the cost of the ferry and shore-
power infrastructure at $16.5 million, 
but expect a savings in operating ex-
penses of $733,000 per year and a re-
turn on investment (ROI) in eight years. 
Rowe told the Tide that these savings 
estimates are based on limited informa-
tion and would need further evaluation.

Commissioner Wesen asked if the  
estimated yearly savings on expenses  
included the cost of the ferry. Briant 
explained that it did and that the ROI 
included estimates for expenses and 
revenue based upon “current” reali-
ties. Escalating costs of personnel and/
or equipment were not included. Wesen 
also inquired about the life of an alumi-
num hull. Ockerman believed we could 
get more than 30 years out of an alumi-
num hull.

Commissioner Dahlstedt was im-
pressed with the opportunity for a 
“huge potential to prevent pollution and 
save on CO2, and to be the first all-elec-
tric car ferry in the United States.” He 
also highlighted the potential for a large 
savings in operational costs.

Chairwoman Janicki agreed with 
the fascinating opportunity. “Given the 

population of Guemes and 
the general culture of the 
county,” she noted, “I think it 
would be very well received to 
be able to move forward with 
a zero-emissions vessel.”

The way ahead
At the conclusion of the 

questions from the commis-
sioners, Rowe outlined the 
next steps for her depart-
ment, among which would 
be following an established 
process that includes devel-
oping a project team, work-
ing through a design spiral, 
and hiring a naval architect. 
Rowe explained that the pro-
cess of determining what we 
need and what steps are required to real-
ize the goals will involve a lot of people, 
including the ferry crew, Guemes Island 
residents, the general community, and 
other stakeholders in our area. 

Rowe intends to apply for federal 
funding through a Transportation In-
vestment Generating Economic Recov-
ery (TIGER) grant, a US Department 
of Transportation discretionary grant 
that “will fund capital investments in 

surface transportation infrastructure and 
will be awarded on a competitive ba-
sis for projects that will have a signifi-
cant impact on the nation, a metropoli-
tan area, or a region.” For rural projects, 
the grant may pay for the entire cost of 
the project, with no required matching 
funds.

To see a short video of the Ampere 
and the complete intriguing presenta-
tion, go to tinyurl.com/ockferry. 

By Edith Walden
An anonymous member  

of the mysterious “Island 
Pranxters” reminded the Tide 
of the ten-year anniversary of 
an “art happening” on Guemes 
inspired by the works of envi-
ronmental artist Christo. 

Newer islanders may not 
be aware that for more than 
50 years, the last weekday 
ferry run was at 6 p.m. On 
May 23, 2006, Skagit County 
Commissioners Ted Anderson 
and Don Munks voted to ex-
tend the weekday hours to 10 
p.m. Opposing the move was 
Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt. The two 
commissioners ignored the ballot results 
of a vote by registered voters on Guemes 
Island, who were 75 percent opposed to 
the extended hours.

Ten Years Ago, Drapes of Mourning for Ferry Schedule

On July 7, 2006, two Pranxters, in a 
well-choreographed five-minute move, 
climbed the tower over the Guemes 
dock, lashed black drapes and a banner 

reading “Guemes Mourns”  to 
the scaffolding, and unfurled 
the shrouds just as the final 
last-run 6 p.m. ferry reached 
the dock.

Our informant remembers 
that shortly after the event, a 
sign appeared on the tower an-
nouncing that the tower was 
Skagit County property and 
trespassing was not allowed.

The extended hours were 
to be in place as a two-year 
trial run. For those two years, 
many islanders who were op-
posed to the extended hours 
boycotted the later ferries. 

After the two-year trial, new com-
missioners partially reduced the evening 
hours (including the weekend hours 
from midnight to 11 p.m.) to the cur-
rent schedule. 

Black drapes of mourning hung from the bridge of the ferry dock 
on July 7, 2006, to mark the end of the final last-run 6 p.m. ferry.

ALL-ELECTRIC FERRY
(continued from page 1)
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By Tom Murphy
Art Anderson Associates (AAA) Vice 

President, Marine Division, Eric Engel-
brecht informed the Skagit County 
Board of Commissioners on June 21that 
“the all-electric ferry concept is feasible 
from a naval architecture design con-
sideration, for this ferry, on this route.” 
This was the conclusion of the Guemes 
Island Ferry Propulsion and Power 
Study that Skagit County Public Works 
had commissioned with naval architects 
AAA last fall. 

Engelbrecht elaborated that AAA 
determined that the power require-
ments to safely and reliably operate the 
Guemes ferry in waters that are often 
challenging—tides may flow in or out 
at speeds up to 3.8 knots per hour, ma-
rine traffic is often heavy, and extra ferry 
runs are sometimes required—may be 
reached and exceeded through a battery-
powered vessel. Due to the challeng-
ing conditions, the power requirements 
often require the ferry to act “more like 

After Ferry Study, Naval Architects Recommend All-Electric Propulsion
a tug than a double-ended ferry,” he 
added. 

The process of completing the study 
included consultations with three lo-
cal shipyards: Dakota Creek Industries, 
Nicholls Brothers Boat Builders, and 
Vigor Industrial. Each agreed that the 
concept of a battery-powered ferry was 
buildable. “There was no hesitancy, no 
major concerns in terms of their capa-
bility to build and deliver this type of 
new vessel for you,” Engelbrecht report-
ed, adding that the technologies needed 
for an all-electric ferry are viable. 

The determination of which batter-
ies to choose—lithium ion or Vanadium 
Flow—will depend on how the county 
wants to operate the ferry. “The charg-
ing scenario and the schedule are criti-
cal in that future consideration, and you 
have a lot of options,” he advised. “Art 
Anderson is recommending that you 
continue to take a close look, and  
that you consider incorporating an all- 
electric propulsion system for a future 

new ferry to replace the Guemes.”
Questions from Commissioners  

Ken Dahlstedt, Ron Wesen, and Lisa 
Janicki focused on power requirements 
to operate in the channel, the difference 
between tonnage and weight, the safety  
of the batteries, and changing tech- 
nologies.

The next steps, outlined by Ferry 
Operations Division Manager Rachel 
Rowe, include sending the final report 
to Puget Sound Energy (PSE). “PSE is 
very excited to work with us and partner 
with us on a project like this so they can 
review what’s available from the grid,” 
she reported. The choice of battery tech-
nology and the charging schedule will 
be based on availability in the power 
grid. 

Rowe reiterated her comments from 
the June 14 meeting (see article on page 
1) regarding the county’s process of put-
ting the project to paper, identifying  
the project team, and getting a packet  
together to be ready to apply for any 
and all grant opportunities that may 
come their way, including applying for 
a Transportation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant in 
the spring of 2017. The TIGER grant is 
a federal grant that for rural communi-
ties, when awarded, pays 100 percent of 
the project.

The ferry propulsion study prepared 
by AAA is posted on LineTime and on 
skagitcounty.net/ferry. Engelbrecht’s 
presentation may be viewed online at  
tinyurl.com/gistudy. 

These guests were several of 100 people who enjoyed vanilla ice cream with 
sweetened organic strawberries that Holly Green (left) served up at the Straw-
berry Sundae Social on June 19 at the Community Center. An additional 20-plus 
islanders came just to socialize. Sponsored by Groundfloor Guemes, the event 
raised $365 for the Community Center’s new standby generator.

Serving Up Strawberries and Sociability
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Editors’ note: This section lists island 
events we think readers might want 
to know about more than a month in 
advance.

•• The Dog Island Dog Show, 
hosted by the Guemes Island Historical 
Society, will be held on August 20 (see 
article on page 22).

•• The popular Portland band 
Bingo Therapy returns to Guemes on 
August 27 for a benefit concert for the 
Schoolhouse Park Stage (see article on 
this page). 

•• The Fall Festival is Saturday, Sep-
tember 3, at the Community  Center 
(see article on this page).

•Save the Date•

By Edith Walden
The popular Portland band 

Bingo Therapy will return to 
Guemes on Saturday, Au-
gust 27, to play a benefit con-
cert for the Schoolhouse Park 
Stage from 8 to 10 p.m. at the 
Community Center. 

A large crowd enjoyed the 
classic-rock/alt-country band 
last year, and the dance floor 
was packed. A donation of 
$10 is suggested.

Band member Mike Spic-
er describes the seven-piece 
band’s music as ranging from 
Merle Haggard to Janis Joplin 
blues with some truck-driving 
songs thrown in and a big jam 
in between. 

“It’s about love. It’s about 
electricity,” he promises.

 Stage project fund-raising 
manager Michael Brown hopes 
to end the summer with a “kick-a**” event that will raise $1,500 to help finish the 
outdoor Stage in the Park. Plan to be there for a rocking good time. 

The annual Fall Festival, sponsored 
by the Guemes Island Property Owners 
Association (GIPOA), will be held on 
Saturday, September 3, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Community Center. 

The popular and traditional Labor  
Day weekend event features locally 
made arts, crafts, and baked goods,  
with proceeds going to the Betty 
Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship 
Fund for outstanding Guemes students.

In addition, the Guemes Island 
Community Center Association will be 
selling their famous Guemes hot dogs 
with grilled onions for that last taste of 
summer.

As space permits, vendors may rent 
tables inside the Community Center for 
$25, or may furnish their own table on 
the sidewalk for $10.

To reserve a table, send a check to 
GIPOA, P.O. Box 131, Anacortes, WA, 
98221. For more information, contact 
Carol Pellett at cpellett95@gmail.com 
or 293-8128. 

A group of Guemes community members has purchased a license to show direc-
tor Michael Moore’s documentary Where to Invade Next at the Community Center  
on Sunday, July 3, at 2 p.m. Admission is free; contributions to offset the cost of 
the license are welcome.

In it, billed as one of Moore’s best and funniest films—“a laughter-laced collage 
of uncomfortable truths”—Moore visits Europe and Africa, posing as an “invader” 
who is searching for ideas and practices he can export back to the US.

Moore is well known for his biting and provocative documentaries such as Roger 
and Me, Bowling for Columbine, and Farenheit 9/11.

The Guemes Island Community Center Association (GICCA) board usually 
does not meet during the summer. A special meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 
21, at 7 p.m. at the Community Center to discuss progress concerning the School-
house Park Stage project. As usual, the public is invited to attend.

Bingo Therapy Returns to Guemes
Benefit for Schoolhouse Park Stage on August 27

Michael Brown, co-manager of the Schoolhouse Park 
Stage project, gets a shot at stardom performing with 
Bingo Therapy at last year’s benefit concert for the 
Stage.

Fall Festival Is  
September 3

Michael Moore Film Shows on July 3

GICCA Meeting Set for July 21
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By Edith Walden
Clear skies and a warm day with a 

nice breeze provided just the right con-
ditions for the 87 runners who par-
ticipated in the 19th Dog Island 10K 
Run on June 4. They were joined by 43 
walkers who strolled along the two-mile 
walking course.

John O’Hearn, 54, of Redmond, 
crossed the finish line first with a time 
of 38.55 minutes. Karen Beebe, 47, of 
Bellingham was the first woman to fin-
ish, with a time of 50:50 minutes. 

Perennial runner Rudy Gahler, 88, 
finished the 10K course with a time of 
93:40, ahead of four other runners aged 
10 to 59. 

Out-of-state participants came from 
Vancouver, B.C., Minnesota, Oregon, 
New Mexico, and Tennessee. 

The event is the main fund-raiser for 
the Guemes Island Library and raised 
approximately $1,400, according to Li-
brary board president Carol Pellett. The 
proceeds go to fund operations and buy 
books for the all-volunteer organization.

The Library thanks all those who 
helped with the event, including Gerry 
Bosworth, Gary Rainwater, Chuck and 
Vicki Hallingstad, Tom Deach, How-
ard and Carol Pellett, Connie Cantrell, 
Dyvon Havens, Susan Rombeek, Mari-
etta Harrigan, Don Passarelli, Anne 
Casperson, William Pellett, Chantal  

Dog Island Runners and Walkers Benefit Library

Pelletier, Mike Thamert, Bruce Rooney, 
Gerry Francis, Barbara Hoenselaar, Kar-
en Anderson, Dennis Padovan, Sarah 
Sibley, Trish Bradley, Pauli Mickelson, 
Given Kutz, Skagit Runners, Road  

Left: Members of the Easton family walk in the Dog Island Run wearing T-shirts to memorialize the late Bob Easton, a longtime islander. 
From left are Spencer Easton, Katie Easton, Tim Farrien, Tom Easton, and Karen Easton. Greg Easton ran the 10K run and placed first in  
the Men’s Division for 65- to 69-year-olds. Right: Mark Willingham, 42, heads for the finish line, where he placed third overall.

Runners Club of America, the Guemes 
Island Fire Department, Rosario Assist-
ed Living (the shuttle), Crystal Moun-
tain Water, PSE, LineTime, and the 
Guemes Tide. 

Whidbey Sun & Wind Project Manager Mark Anderson (center) demonstrates 
the meter system on the newly installed solar energy system at the Guemes 
Island Community Church. The system is expected to generate 8,500 kilowatt-
hours per year—more than enough to supply all the electricity required to 
operate the facility. The project was spurred by Howard Pellett, and the Church 
raised over $30,000 and installed the system in less than a year.

Let the Sun Shine On
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Sunday. (They keep lobbying former 
store chef Yossarian Day to return to 
make his famous huevos rancheros.) The 
daily lunch menu will include sand-
wiches, burgers, salads, soups, seafood, 
and modest entrées. Dinners will feature 
burgers, salmon and other seafood, and 
high-quality vegetarian entrées. 

Also available will be premade grab-
and-go items such as cold-cut sandwich-
es, baked goods, and entrée casseroles. 
Simple desserts will be served.

There will be fountain drinks, drip 
coffee (sorry, no espresso yet), and beer 
and wine by the glass but no mixed 

cocktails yet, though their completed  
liquor license will allow that service.

They are still looking for experienced 
bakers, line and prep cooks, bartenders,  
waitstaff, and a groundskeeper. They 
have hired 9 staff but still need 8 to 10.

They will not be starting out with a 
fully stocked grocery but hope to have 
staples that people need in emergen-
cies or things they may have forgotten 
when they shopped in town. They never 
intend to provide a full-service grocery, 
but they plan to have basics, including 
Breadfarm bread, milk, baking supplies, 
local produce now and then, and, of 
course, ice cream.

There will be no dining upstairs dur-

The summer season has started and the DIGS Kitchen food truck returns to its 
Forest Lane location with outdoor picnic tables. DIGS (Dog Island Goods) will be open 
on Thursdays from noon to 7:30 p.m. for lunch and dinner, Fridays from noon to 8 p.m.  
for lunch and dinner, and Saturday and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. for breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner. The DIGS menu will be different from the menus at the store.

DIGS will also have live music on some weekends (mostly Saturdays) from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Check the DIGS entries on the Message Board on linetime.org for details.

DIGS Kitchen can be reached at 826-2233.

DIGS Kitchen Food Truck Moves to Forest Lane

ing the initial opening, but when the 
store closes in October for major reno-
vations over the winter, the upstairs will 
be fixed so that islanders can enjoy din-
ner and the stellar views over the chan-
nel while they visit with family, friends, 
and neighbors.

A family affair
Following the photo shoot for the 

Tide, the five children of the three fami-
lies that are partners in the store roamed 
around the lavender and fuchsia beds 
on the patio, picking flowers for each 
other—clearly used to being an extend-
ed family. 

Their parents also work as a conge-
nial team, making decisions by consen-
sus even as our interview commenced.

They are grateful for the outpour-
ing of support they have received from 
the community since the announcement 
was made of their purchase of the store. 
They are excited (and naturally anxious) 
about their new venture, and have high 
hopes that the venture will be a posi-
tive addition to the community—their 
greater extended family. 

By Edith Walden
Sparklers, cones, fountains, 

torches, wheels, helicopters, 
ground and aerial spinners,  
Roman candles, mine and  
aerial shells, smoke devices,  
reloadable mortars (1¾ inches 
and smaller), and “novelties”  
are all classified as consumer 
fireworks and are legal to use  
in Skagit County.

Firecrackers, salutes, and 
chasers (devices that make a 
single “pop” sound or are strung 
together for repetitive pops), 
bottle rockets, missiles, and sky-
rockets are illegal to use in the 
state of Washington, except on 
tribal land. Items such as M-
80s, M-100s, cherry bombs, 
tennis-ball bombs, sparkler 
bombs, pipe bombs, and legal 
fireworks that are altered are considered 
“illegal explosive devices” and are illegal 
everywhere in the state. These types of 

Legal vs. Illegal Fireworks (and Fireworks Just on the 4th, Please)

fireworks can cause life-threatening and 
life-altering injuries or death, and pur-
chasing, possessing, or using them may 

result in criminal charges. Fines 
range as high as $1,000 or more 
per violation. Illegal use of fire-
works that cause a fire or injury 
can require extensive damage  
reimbursements.

See the color insert in this  
issue for more information from 
the state fire marshal’s office and 
the Washington State Patrol.

Legal fireworks may be dis-
charged from 9 a.m. to mid-
night on July 4. The Guemes 
Island Property Owners Asso-
ciation requests that you limit 
your use of fireworks to one 
day—the 4th.

Please respect your neigh-
bors, be careful with incendiary 
devices, and review the list and 
illustrations of legal and illegal 
fireworks and the safety remind-

ers at the Washington State Patrol web-
site tinyurl.com/GIfireworks.

Celebrate safely!

Emma Schroder displays a sign that is available to post to 
discourage fireworks.

STORE ALMOST READY
(continued from page 3)
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By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Property Own-

ers Association (GIPOA) held its an-
nual meeting on June 11. For just the 
second time in 21 years, two nominees 
for the annual Citizen of the Year award 
tied in a vote by GIPOA members. The 
award—which goes to island residents 
who have given outstanding service to 
the Guemes Island community—went 
jointly to the Guemes Island Planning 
and Advisory Committee (GIPAC) and 
to Carol and Tom Deach.

GIPAC is charged by Skagit County 
ordinance to monitor the implementa-
tion of the Guemes Island Subarea Plan, 
which was adopted by the Skagit Board 
of County Commissioners in 2011. 
The current members, all elected by the 
public, are Nancy Fox, Allen Bush Jr., 
Hal Rooks, Patty Rose, Michael Brown, 
Steve Orsini, and Stella Spring.

GIPOA president Howard Pellett 
noted that GIPAC has worked tirelessly 
in challenging the county to implement 
the Subarea Plan, especially with their 
recent work on the county Shoreline 
Master Program and the 2016 Compre-
hensive Plan Update. Pellett read from 
the award letter, “The continual efforts 
of the GIPAC team on behalf of our is-
land home will set the pattern of island 
growth far into the future.”

Carol Deach is president of the very 
active Guemes Island Historical Soci-
ety (GIHS) and assists with the Guemes 

At GIPOA Annual Meeting, GIPAC and Deaches Tie for Citizen of the Year

Island Science Camp. Her husband, 
Tom Deach, is a board member of the 
Guemes Island Library and the Guemes 
Island Community Center Association 
and is also a GIHS member. He has tak-
en on a number of difficult assignments 
on the community’s behalf. He is also 
the organizer of the Dog Island Dog 
Show (see article on page 22). 

A $50 check for the charity of the 
winner’s choice is part of the award. The 
Deaches chose GIHS for their charity.  
GIPAC will determine their charity at 
their next meeting. To both winners, 
Pellett read, “We can learn from your 
example and know that our island and 
the world is a better place because of 
your outstanding service.”

Heat about fireworks
Assistant Fire Chief Olivia Snell  

was scheduled to speak about fire and 
fireworks dangers. She was unable to  
attend, so GIPOA trustee and Guemes  
Island Fire Department EMT Juby 
Fouts substituted to talk about the high 
risks for fires and injuries around the 
4th of July. Last year, unexploded ille-
gal fireworks were found by kids who 
played with them. “The fire department 
depends on the vigilance of the resi-
dents on the island,” she advised, adding 
that the department encourages people 
to watch the Anacortes and Orcas aerial 
displays rather than using illegal fire-
works on their own property.

She also discussed the regula-
tions for burn bans that are expect-
ed to be issued this summer (see  
article on page 16).

Signs discouraging the use of 
fireworks on Guemes Island were 
available at the meeting for posting 
beginning June 25. If you want a 
sign, contact Howard Pellett at 293-
8128. Every year GIPOA works to 
educate and encourage islanders to 
limit the use of fireworks to just the 
4th of July. Because there is no resi-
dent law enforcement on the island, 
Guemes is a favored place to come 
for loud displays of illegal fireworks 
(see the color insert about fireworks 
and the story on page 8).
Cattle rancher Al Bush Sr. related 

that many times his cattle had broken 
through fences, stampeded, or run onto 
the road at night due to panic from 
fireworks, despite repeated pleas to his 
neighbors on West Shore. 

After a lengthy discussion, GIPOA 
decided to write letters to neighbors in 
some of the areas where illegal fireworks 
are frequently used, politely asking them 
to obey the law. The idea of hiring off-
duty deputies was also considered.

Year in review
GIPOA has been taking on commu-

nity projects when their original spon-
sors can no longer carry them on. In 
the past several years, they have taken 
on the management of funds for the 
Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholar-
ship program, which is now sponsored 
by multiple community organizations, 
and the sponsorship of the Fall Festival 
(see article on page 6). This year, they 
have taken on the publication of the 
2017 Guemes Island Telephone Direc-
tory, marking its 40th year (see article 
on page 20). GIPOA also publishes the 
Guemes Guide every year—a pamphlet 
targeted to newcomers to introduce 
them to island organizations, services, 
special events, and recommendations for 
responsible island living.

Pellett described the effort to recruit 
younger people into island organizations 
as the Guemes population ages. 

Left: GIPOA president Howard Pellett reads an award letter to (from left) GIPAC chair Nancy 
Fox, vice-chair Allen Bush Jr., and treasurer Hal Rooks. Right: Tom and Carol Deach receive their 
Citizen of the Year award from Pellett.
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By Edith Walden
A Guemes 4th of July offers a num-

ber of community and family-oriented 
events. Here is the offering for this year:

• Parade: The traditional parade along 
North Beach begins around 11 a.m., 
when the Guemes Island Fire Depart-
ment volunteers lead off with their rigs 
(and candy). The parade begins at the 
north end of Guemes Island Road, near 
where it intersects with West Shore 
Road. The event has no sponsor; anyone 
can join the parade of floats, animals, 
vehicles of all sorts, and maybe some 
wild costumes and entertainers. People-
watching is always a top attraction at 
the parade.

• Community Center Open House: 
The 102-year-old Hall will be open to 
visitors from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Re-
freshments will be served.

• Car Show: Outside the Commu-

July 4 Smorgasbord of Events
nity Center from 11:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m., the second 
annual Car Show will be 
taking place. Anyone can 
bring a form of transpor-
tation with wheels to dis-
play. Organizer Wendell 
Phillips is hoping for some 
classic tractors and bicy-
cles this year. There is a 
suggested entry fee of $10 
for owners over 16. Prizes 
will be awarded for vari-
ous categories. Preregistra-
tion is not required but is 
helpful; contact Phillips at 
guemesislandcarshow@ 
pobox.com or 299-0068. 
Proceeds benefit the Com-
munity Center. Drop by 
to see some classic, beauti-
ful vehicles.

• Famous Guemes hot 
dogs: Starting at 11:30 
a.m. at Schoolhouse Park, 
the Guemes Island Com-
munity Center Associa-
tion will serve its famous 
hot dogs. For $5, you can 
enjoy a grilled hot dog 
with caramelized onions, 
chips, and a beverage. Pro-

ceeds benefit the Community Center.
• Displays at the Park: During the 

hot-dog sale, a number of islanders and 
island organizations will have tables 
at Schoolhouse Park with information 
or items for sale for fund-raising. The 
Guemes Island Ferry Trail committee 
will be selling beautifully designed T-
shirts to raise money for the trail from 
the Park to the ferry landing.

• Fireworks: Islanders can enjoy the 
Anacortes fireworks display from along 
the South Shore and the Orcas Island 
display from along West Shore. Both 
shows begin at dusk—around 10 p.m. 
Please see the article on page 8 to re-
view which fireworks are legal to use  
on Guemes, and please respect the com-
munity’s request for fireworks only on 
the 4th.

Have a safe and enjoyable Indepen-
dence Day! 

Lorrie Steele models the Ferry Trail T-shirts that will be  
for sale for $25 at Schoolhouse Park and the Community 
Center on July 4. The funds go to support the building of  
a multi-use trail from the Park to the ferry landing along 
the east side of Guemes Island Road.

ed
it

h
 W

a
ld

en

LETTERS
(continued from page 2)
was instrumental in setting up the 
sound system. Win Anderson brought 
and organized artifacts (including 
the girls’ outhouse from the Guemes 
School!) from the GIHS archives, while 
Carol Deach scanned and copied nu-
merous photos of days gone by.

And then there were all the people 
who worked behind the scenes—from 
setting up the stage, chairs, and tables 
to providing treats and making cof-
fee. Please accept our heartfelt grati-
tude. Last, but most important, thanks 
for the great support from the com-
munity, which made the whole thing 
worthwhile.

Sincerely,
—Tom Deach

A village pitches in
I would like to clarify a little thing 

about this year’s Talent Show [on May 
14]. I did not do the decoration myself. 
I brought the Chinese painting and the 
calligraphy artworks for other people to 
decorate the walls. It was Kathleen Phil-
lips, Emma Schroder, Julie Pingree, Etta 
Harrigan, and some of their husbands 
who helped put all the beautiful deco-
rations up. I was very impressed at the 
beautiful table decorations they did. 
Also, Lynne Myall spent a whole morn-
ing cooking with me at my house to 
prepare the Chinese dishes. I very much 
appreciate all the hard work those ladies 
did to make a wonderful show. 

I feel very fortunate that I can raise 
my daughter on the island. They say 
that it takes a village to raise a child; I 
believe so. What a natural artistic envi-
ronment our whole community creates 
together; we all benefit from the events 
that happen here each year. 

—Qi Lou
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When What Time Where Contact

Mondays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Wednesdays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Kundalini	Yoga 2:30	-	4:00	pm Church Constance	Mayer	299-3358
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Fridays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221

July	1,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996
Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

July	2,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
July	3,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589

Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	2:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Michael	Moore	Movie:	Where	to	Invade 2:00	pm Hall Donna	Davis	941-2261
	Next
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

July	4,	Mon. Parade 11:00	am North	Beach
Independence Community	Center	Open	House 11:30	am	-	4:00	pm Hall Kathleen	Phillips	299-0068
Day 		and	Car	Show

Hot-dog	Sale 11:30	am Park Kathleen	Phillips	299-0068
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382

July	5,	Tues. Science	Camp	for	Kids 9:30	am	-	Noon Hall Kathy	Finks	588-9192
July	6,	Wed. Science	Camp	for	Kids 9:30	am	-	Noon Hall Kathy	Finks	588-9192

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
July	7,	Thu. Science	Camp	for	Kids 9:30	am	-	Noon Hall Kathy	Finks	588-9192
July	8,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Science	Camp	for	Kids 9:30	am	-	Noon Hall Kathy	Finks	588-9192
Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Music:	Sky	All	Around 7:00	-	10:00	pm Store Mark	Linnemann	293-4548

July	9,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Chamber	Music	Series	Fund	Raiser* 4:00	-	6:00	pm Church Jacquie	Prescott	588-8206
		(reservations	required)

July	10,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Chamber	Music	Concert* 3:00	pm Hall Jacquie	Prescott	588-8206
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

July	11,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
GIPAC 6:30	pm Church Patty	Rose	206-660-7697
Fire	Commissioners	Meeting 7:00	pm Fire	Hall Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
Historical	Society 7:00	pm Church Carol	Deach	708-2726

July	12,	Tues. Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Regularly	Scheduled	Exercise	Classes

Island	Events	by	the	Day

All	events	listed	are	open	to	the	public	(some	require	preregistration).		Asterisk	(*)	indicates	fee	for	event.
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When What Time Where Contact
July	13,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
July	15,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
July	16,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
July	17,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589

Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	2:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

July	18,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382
Library	Book	Club 8:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

July	20,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

July	21,	Thu. GICCA	Meeting 7:00	pm Hall Kathleen	Phillips	299-0068
July	22,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Music:	Karl	Blau	(solo) 7:00	-	10:00	pm Store Mark	Linnemann	293-4548

July	23,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
July	24,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589

Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	2:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

July	25,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Cemetery	Commissioners	Meeting 6:00	pm Fire	Hall Angie	Veal	293-0925

July	26,	Tues. Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128
July	27,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
July	29,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Music:	Sky	Colony 7:00	-	10:00	pm Store Mark	Linnemann	293-4548

July	30,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
July	31,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589

Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	2:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

To	add	your	event,	email:	calendar@guemestide.org	(by	the	15th	of	the	month).
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When What Time Where Contact

Mondays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Wednesdays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Kundalini	Yoga 2:30	-	4:00	pm Church Constance	Mayer	299-3358
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Fridays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221

August	1,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382
GIPAC 6:30	pm Church Patty	Rose	206-660-7697

August	3,	Wed. Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
August	5,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
August	6,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Music:	Ebb	Slack	Flood 7:00	-	10:00	pm Store Mark	Linnemann	293-4548
August	7,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589

Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	2:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

August	8,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Fire	Commissioners	Meeting 7:00	pm Fire	Hall Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
Historical	Society 7:00	pm Church Carol	Deach	708-2726

August	9,	Tues. Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128
August	10,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549
National	S'mores Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Day
August	12,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Music:	Scott	Pemberton 7:00	-	10:00	pm Store Mark	Linnemann	293-4548

August	13,	Sat. GIPOA	Board	Meeting 9:30	am Library Howard	Pellett	293-8128
Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Pasta	Dinner* 6:00	-	8:00	pm Hall Diane	Murray	488-6969

August	14,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	2:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

August	15,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382
Library	Book	Club 8:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

All	events	listed	are	open	to	the	public	(some	require	preregistration).		Asterisk	(*)	indicates	fee	for	event.

Regularly	Scheduled	Exercise	Classes

Island	Events	by	the	Day
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When What Time Where Contact
August	17,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
August	19,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Music:	Danny	Barnes	&	Jacob	Navarro 7:00	-	10:00	pm Store Mark	Linnemann	293-4548

August	20,	Sat. Dog	Island	Dog	Show 11:00	am	-	2:30	pm Park Tom	Deach	708-2582
Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

August	21,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	2:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

August	22,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Cemetery	Commissioners	Meeting 6:00	pm Fire	Hall Angie	Veal	941-1930

August	23,	Tues. Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128
August	24,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
August	26,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Music:	Little	Wings/Karl	Blau	Band 7:00	-	10:00	pm Store Mark	Linnemann	293-4548

August	27,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Park	Stage	Benefit:	Bingo	Therapy	plays 8:00	-	10:00	pm Hall Michael	Brown	299-2199

August	28,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	2:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

August	29,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

August	31,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

UPCOMING: Fall	Festival,	Saturday,	September	3,	10:00	am	-	2:00	pm,	Hall
To	add	your	event,	email:	calendar@guemestide.org	(by	the	15th	of	the	month).
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By Edith Walden
Three recent incidents of illegal 

burning on the island resulted in visits 
from the Guemes Island Fire Depart-
ment (GIFD) and the Skagit County 
fire marshal. 

On May 29, an Anacortes resident 
called 911 to report smoke on Guemes 
Island that was so dense a structure fire 
was suspected. Volunteer firefighters re-
sponded to the fire on Pheasant Run to 
discover an illegal 10-foot fire without a 
proper water supply nearby. GIFD ex-
tinguished the fire. 

On May 30, an illegal fire was re-
ported on Guemes Island Road. Again 
GIFD responded and extinguished the 
fire, which did not have a proper water 
supply nearby. The deputy fire marshal 
responded to that fire and to the site of 
the previous fire on Pheasant Run and 
issued warnings for both fires.

On June 4, GIFD returned to the 
Pheasant Run site when another fire was 
reported. Although vegetation (leaves, 
grass, and tree trimmings) was being 
burned, dimensional lumber—a prohib-
ited material—was also aflame. Again 
GIFD extinguished the fire. The deputy 
fire marshal visited the site the same day.

Fines for illegal burning can range as 
high as $15,000.

Legal vegetation burning
On Guemes Island and anywhere in 

unincorporated Skagit County (outside 

Burn Permits and Burn Bans
of urban growth areas), you may burn 
a pile of natural vegetation that is four 
feet by four feet (or smaller) without a 
permit as long as certain permit condi-
tions exist. A shovel or rake must be at 
the site, along with a charged garden 
hose that can reach the site or 10 gal-
lons of water and a bucket. One person 
age 16 or over who is capable of putting 
the fire out must be in attendance at all 
times and have a method of calling 911 
if needed.

Only one pile may be burned at a 
time and all fires must be contained 
within a fire break (bare ground) that 
is equal to the size of the pile. The fire 
must be 50 feet away from any struc-
ture, standing timber, or power lines.

Anything larger than four feet re-
quires a burn permit from the Skagit 
County deputy fire marshal. A residen-
tial permit costs $30; a land-clearing 
permit for anything larger than 10 feet 
by 10 feet costs $85. Applicants can 
leave a message for the deputy fire mar-
shal at 416-1840. Burn permits are is-
sued in the order they are received.

Burn ban season is coming
Even though we’ve had some recent  

rains, the island is dry, Deputy Fire 
Marshal Bonnie LaCount told the Tide. 
She expects a burn ban to be issued in 
July. 

There are two levels of burn bans. A 
modified burn ban restricts all outdoor 
burning except for recreational fires that 
meet certain requirements. A full burn 
ban restricts all outdoor burning except 
for briquette fires in barbecue grills or 
liquid- or gas-fueled stoves that are used 
over nonflammable surfaces and are at 
least five feet away from flammable veg-
etation. Burn permits will not be issued 
during either level of burn ban.

It is never legal to burn garbage, 
household trash, milled wood and lum-
ber, building construction waste, or de-
molition debris.

Recreational burning during  
a modified ban

A modified burn ban means that 
outdoor burning is restricted to recre-

ational fires—those used for cooking 
and pleasure. These fires must be made 
only from firewood or charcoal and 
meet the following requirements:

• Your fire must be contained in a 
three-foot cement-block, stone, or 
#10-gauge-steel enclosure that is at least 
16 inches tall.

• Materials burning in your fire must 
be kept lower than the sidewalls of your 
enclosure.

• You must have a charged garden 
hose, or two five-gallon buckets of wa-
ter, or a five-gallon Class A fire extin-
guisher, and a shovel present at all times 
during burning.

• Your fire must be 10 feet from any 
standing timber, and no branches lower 
than 10 feet can overhang your enclo-
sure.

• Your fire must be attended at all 
times by at least one person 16 years old 
or older who is capable of putting out 
the fire.

Use common sense when using legal 
fireworks, smoking cigarettes, or burn-
ing torches, candles, and liquid-fueled 
lanterns outdoors.

Consider our firefighters
Guemes Island’s remote location  

and the lack of immediate access by  
other fire departments that might need 
to help with a large structure fire or 
wildfire add to fire-safety risks. Limited 
water resources are also a concern.

Our dedicated island volunteer fire-
fighters are well trained for such emer-
gencies. Let’s hope that weather con-
ditions and human misbehavior don’t 
require them to risk their lives to save 
the lives of others. Please protect your 
safety and that of others on the island 
this summer.

Information about what is legal to 
burn, burn bans, and burns permits is 
available at the Fire Hall. There is also a 
box there, outside the south engine bay, 
that contains a useful pamphlet about 
burning. 

For more information about burn 
permits and burn bans, see the Fire 
Marshal web page at skagitcounty.net 
or contact GIFD at 293-8681or the fire 
marshal at 416-1841.

To report violations, call 911. 
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On July 1, Henry Jones turns 1 and 
     Elijah Lux turns 15.
Hubert Adams turns 91 on July 3.
Blake McCracken turns 15 on July 12.
Cordelia Whitman turns 11 on July 21.
Finn Olson turns 10 on July 28.
Matilda Martin turns 8 on August 9.
Mallory Kilbreath turns 16 on  
     August 15.
Ethan Kilbreath turns 14 on August 20.
Marvin Shoultz turns 90 on August 25.
     (Editors’ note: This section lists birth-
days of youngsters with island connec-
tions turning 16 or younger, and elders 
turning 90 or older. To get a family 
member added, contact us at 299-9999 
or editorial@guemestide.org.)

Island 
Birthdays

By Edith Walden
Qi Lou loves mush-

rooms—and she believes 
in growing our own food 
and sense of communi-
ty, especially on Guemes. 
She wants islanders to 
be able to produce their 
own shiitake and oyster 
mushrooms, and is selling 
mushroom logs that are 
easy to grow. They can be 
stored in a refrigerator or 
freezer until you are ready 
to activate them. 

To start growing your 
log, submerge it in room-
temperature water for 
about 12 hours. Place the 
log on a rack with the four white spore-
plugged holes facing upward. Keep in 
a dark room or one with little light, 
such as a garage. Spray about half a cup 
of water from a squirt bottle twice a 
day, morning and evening. The log will 
take a few days before the buttons start 
growing and it will take up to 10 days 
to pick them all. 

Qi recommends that you thin the 
mushroom buttons at spots where they 
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Grow Your Own Mushrooms

grow too close to each other so that they 
all grow bigger. She keeps her growing 
logs in her garage and opens the door 
for fresh air for about 30 to 60 minutes 
twice a day.

The first grow should yield about a 
pound of mushrooms. Let the log rest 
after the last mushroom is picked and 
continue to spray water twice a day. 
Repeat the growing steps two or three 
more times. Each subsequent grow on 

the log will have a lesser 
yield, but the total should 
be at least two pounds.

To have a continu-
ing supply of fresh mush-
rooms, you can purchase 
several logs and start one 
every 7 to 10 days.

Qi gives out sam-
ples occasionally on the 
weekends near the ferry 
landing. One taste of her 
freshly harvested mush-
rooms made me a be-
liever. She sells the logs 
at well below retail price, 
for $15 per log or $45 for 
four logs (for that con-
tinuing supply). Anyone 

who has priced shiitake or oyster mush-
rooms in the grocery store will recognize 
a very good deal—plus the fun of grow-
ing your own.

Mushrooms grow from a connected 
network of mycelium threads that have 
a form of self-consciousness. Qi likens  
the growing of mushrooms to the con-
nected community of islanders on 
Guemes who are interested in creating 
the harmony of a sustainable lifestyle.

For more information or to purchase 
logs, contact Qi at (206) 604-8343 or 
QiLou@WhiteLoftSilk.com. 

Qi Lou sells mushroom logs by the ferry landing.
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By Holiday Matchett with Edith Walden
On June 18, the Guemes Island His-

torical Society hosted current and for-
mer Guemes Islanders who spent their 
childhoods on Guemes nearly a century 
ago. The parking lots near the Commu-
nity Center were filled and the crowd of 
about 70 listeners was a tribute to the 
topic and those who participated. Tables 
of historical artifacts and a wall of pho-
tographs described connections to nu-
merous Guemes families.

Sally Stapp moderated the panel 
with questions, as well as encouraging 
audience members to raise topics of  
interest.

The panelists were Alice Brooks, 
Charles Gilkey, Bobby and Barbara 
Kager, Marie Vallquist, Iris Sherman, 
and Marvin Shoultz; Bud Strom also 
participated.

Barbara Kager, née Gilkey, mar-
ried Robert (“Bobby”) Kager, who 
lived across Edens Road when the two 
were young. Also living across from the 
Gilkeys was Marie Kager, who mar-
ried another Guemian, Con Vallquist. 
Marie and Bobby were born on the 

Panel of Elders Remembers “Growing Up Guemes”

farm, which recently was sold. She re-
membered well the house with its four 
rooms, the barns and milking cows, her 
mother churning butter to sell, and can-
ning so much fruit that it was stored in 
the root cellar. During the Depression, 
islanders lived off what they raised, and 
traded their food and other products 
around with other islanders.

Marvin Shoultz was born on the 
Shoultz farm on Edens Road, and still 
lives there.

Two members of the Strom family 
attended: Alice Strom Brooks, who was 
two years younger than her brother,  
Eugene (“Bud”). The Stroms grew up 
on West Beach.

Iris Forrester Sherman came to 
Guemes with her family from West  
Virginia when she was six years old.  
Her grandfather, Andrew Jackson For-
rester, came just before the Depression 
and sent for the rest of his family.

Sally Stapp prompted memories 
from the panel by asking a number of 
questions, including what their par-
ents did for a living, what the Guemes 
School was like, how they felt about 

the “summer people,” 
what they did for medi-
cal and dental care, and 
what was their favorite 
memory about growing 
up on Guemes.

The audience was 
enthralled to hear first-
hand stories, many 
laced with humor: 
about life before cars 
and their first arrival  
(if a vehicle was driven 
over 20 mph down the 
road, the road became 
invisible in the dust, 
and the dogs slept in 
the middle of the road, 
just like they do today); 
about farm life of hard 
work by humans and 
horses but having plen-
ty of healthy food to eat 
(strawberries, loganber-
ries, blackberries, eggs, 
butter, buttermilk, and 

cottage cheese); about early ferry service 
(a barge with a tugboat beside it) or the 
first ferry that carried six cars. There was 
a consensus that living on the island was 

From left are Barbara Gilkey Kager (of the Gilkey Store where Banjo Eddie now lives and wife of Bobby), age 
76;  Robert “Bobby” Kager, youngest of the Kager family, age 82;  Marie Kager Vallquist (Bobby’s older sister), 
age 89; Charles Gilkey (of the Gilkey tugboat family), age 90; Marvin Shoultz (proclaimed mayor of Guemes 
Island and believed to be the oldest person born and living on Guemes at present), age 89; Alice Strom 
Brooks (born on Guemes and sister of Bud), age 89; and Iris Forrester Sherman (who came from Rochester, 
WA, to be at the event), age 94. Emcee Sally Stapp is asking questions about growing up on Guemes Island. 
Jane Read (at 97, the island’s eldest resident) is seated in the first row just left of the aisle across from Bud 
Strom (retired dentist and actual former mayor of Anacortes) on the right of the aisle, age 94.

Win Anderson has restored the girls’ out-
house from the Guemes School.

(continued on page 20)
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By Holiday Matchett
The story of the Guemes Island Re-

sort was related with humor by Robert 
Townsend, the grandson of Charlie and 
Alice Townsend, at the Guemes Island 
Historical Society meeting on June 13.

Alice and Charlie Townsend bought 
the property on the northwest corner of 
the island in 1947. They built a small 
house that later evolved into a store, and 
bought ten wooden “putt-putt” boats. 
Later Charlie built a concrete slab for 
campers and cabins for the custom-
ers coming from Seattle and other ar-
eas. Many of those visitors eventually 
bought property in Holiday Hideaway.

Charlie Sr., known to Robert as 
“Grandpa,” worked in a mill in Seattle, 
and he and Alice (“Grandma”) came up 
on weekends and during all the sum-
mers. Alice was a court reporter in 
the King County Courthouse and she 
brought her work to the island. Around 
1972, they sold their home in Seattle 
and moved permanently to Guemes.

The house was enlarged to accom-
modate a convenience store to sell ne-
cessities (such as ice cream—although 
Charlie would only stock vanilla, choc-
olate, and strawberry flavors). In the 
summer, the biggest moneymaker was 
the ice machine purchased in 1970.

When all the cabins were rented, 

By Win Anderson
A group of islanders representing a 

number of island organizations are look-
ing to the Community Center’s next 
century. They entered an important 
phase this month by inviting all island-
ers to join in the process. 

Last year an architect was retained  
to produce a preliminary draft of a  
starting-point concept. The plan drew 
mixed reviews but provided valuable 
baseline technical information that sup-
ported previous work by engineer Gary 
Curtis and the late architect Dick Hein. 

The study group would like to have 
a formal plan and cost analysis com-
pleted by this time next year, accord-
ing to Dave Margeson, unofficial chair. 
The yellow insert in this issue includes 
a summary of ideas that have been ad-
vanced to make the building more prac-
tical, while providing additional space 
for new uses. Islanders will have an op-
portunity to express their thoughts in a 
survey/questionnaire, which will follow 
in a later edition of the Tide.

The study group meets at the 
Church at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth 
Thursday of every month. All islanders 
are welcome. 

Recalling the Resort’s Past
the Townsends were known to rent out 
their own room overnight; they had a 
cabin cruiser as a second home. Their 
house and store are still in existence to-
day as the office and store at the present 
resort.

Eventually the cabins were enlarged 
and, at last, bathrooms were added. 
Wells were dug and a swimming pool 
was created in 1967–68. All the build-
ings near the beach were built from 
wormy logs that soaked in the water 
nearby. Visitors to the Resort can still 
find those wormholes in the buildings.

The boathouse, which still remains at 
the Resort, is now the “Wreck Room.” 
Alice and Charlie Sr. planned to estab-
lish a restaurant on the second floor and 
use the lower level for housing boats 
during winter weather. Those plans were 
denied by the county, as the structure 
was considered too close to the water.

Each year the concrete launching 
slabs were pulled up by a crane, away 
from the high water level during the 
winter, to preserve them for the next 
tourist season. The crane is believed to 
be parked on the island in the view of 
the Veals’ grazing cattle. 

The business is now owned by Mark 
and Kelly Linnemann and is a busy re-
sort, both for vacationers and as a venue 
for weddings and celebrations. 

A van where people are invited take or leave free stuff recently appeared at 
the ferry landing.

Self-Serve Recycling
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By Edith Walden
The eighth summer concert of the 

Guemes Island Chamber Music Series 
will be performed on Sunday, July 10, 
at 3 p.m. at the Community Center. 
Swedish musicians—violinist Semmy 
Stahlhammer and cellists Isabel Blommé 
and Atida Munthe Stahlhammer—will 
join accordion player and klezmer mu-
sician Sergei Teleshev and violist Karie 
Prescott in a program featuring works 
by Bach, Schubert, Mozart, Dohnanyi, 
and Tor Aulin (Swedish folk music). 
A variety of klezmer music will also be 
played.

Tickets are $20 and can be pur-
chased from Bob or Jacquie Prescott 
(588-8206), Howard or Carol Pellett,  
or Anne Casperson, or at the door.

A music sampler
A fund-raising event will be held on 

Saturday, July 9, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the 
Fellowship Hall of the Church. Island-
ers will have a chance to meet and min-
gle with the musicians while appetizers 
and wine are served. Around 4:30 p.m., 
the musicians will play a 45-minute 
program of chamber music that will be 
exclusive to this event.

Tickets for the fund-raiser are $30. 
Space is limited, so reservations are nec-
essary; contact Jacquie Prescott at 588-
8206 or jacquieprescott@gmail.com. 

Proceeds go to support the opera-
tions, such as transportation and sti-
pends for the musicians, of the non-
profit Guemes Island Chamber Music 
Series board. Your tax-deductible dona-
tions may be sent to Guemes Chamber 
Music, P.O. Box 121. Anacortes, WA 
98221.

The Guemes Island Chamber Mu-
sic Series was founded in 2007 by Ka-
rie Prescott in order to share her love 
of chamber music with islanders. Each 
year, she brings outstanding profession-
al musicians to perform a summer and 
winter concert on the island. For more 
information about the concert and mu-
sicians, see page 20 of the June Tide or 
guemeschambermusic@wordpress.com. 

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Community 

Church Women’s Fellowship has been 
producing a Guemes Island Telephone 
Directory for 38 years. It is quite an ef-
fort to compile, and the women have 
grown weary of the job.

As it did with the Fall Festival 
and the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold 
Scholarship Fund, the Guemes Island 
Property Owners Association (GIPOA) 
has graciously offered to take over the 

management and 
production of the 
telephone direc-

tory for next year as 
a valuable service to 
the community. 

You will find a pink form inserted 
in this issue of the Tide to add or de- 
lete a listing or make changes to an 
existing one. Please take time (do it 
now before you forget) to review your 
listing(s) in the 2015 telephone direc-
tory and fill out the inserted form to 
add a listing or make changes to an 
existing one. 

If you no longer have a landline 
number and use only a cell phone 
these days, make sure your listing re-
flects this change. You may include an 
email listing as well; be sure to check 
that it is up to date.

Islanders may list businesses and 
services in the “yellow pages” section 
at the end of the telephone directory 
for free. Guemes organizations are 
listed in the front “yellow pages” sec-
tion of the directory. Be sure to check 
those listings too.

The Guemes Island Telephone 
Directory is an invaluable asset (many 
people make sure they carry one in 
their car, in addition to having one at 
home), but it is only as good as the 
information is accurate. 

The deadline for final corrections 
is December 1, 2016. You may drop the 
form off at the Guemes Island Library, 
give it to Leota Price or Carol Pellett, or 
mail it to GIPOA, P.O. Box 131, Ana-
cortes, WA 98221.

bikespot 
bicycle repair 
sales & service 
parts & accessories 
210 Commercial Ave. 
360-588-1676 
 
 
 

 

a wonderfully free experience for the 
children during the early years of the 
20th century.

The Guemes School had a good re-
view from the panel. Bobby Kager de-
scribed how he and one of his broth-
ers went early each school day to build 
the fire so that the two-room building 
was heated by the time the teacher and 
children arrived. There was no indoor 
plumbing, and two outhouses were 
away in the woods.

The original girls’ outhouse has been 
refurbished by Win Anderson and was 
on display in the north parking lot out-
side the Hall.

The enthusiastic reviews about grow-
ing up on Guemes included favorite 
memories about the community pro-
grams at the Hall, including the “won-
derful” Christmas programs, with a 
Christmas tree and candles, potbelly  
stove, and all the kids on the island, 
who were given presents and visited by 
Santa Claus. 

At the end of the allotted time for 
the program, but certainly not the end 
of the stories, Win Anderson referred 
to the historical displays of family arti-
facts and encouraged islanders to donate 
items to the Historical Society. They 
don’t have to be family heirlooms, he 
explained, they just have to tell a story 
about life on Guemes. Even the simplest 
item has a story to tell.

The audience and the program par-
ticipants were equally enthusiastic about 
the afternoon. Much talk followed, with 
a hope for another such get-together for 
more stories from our elders who grew 
up on Guemes.

GROWING UP GUEMES
(continued from page 18) Chamber Music 

Concert on July 10Phone Directory Due 
for New Edition;  

Updated Information 
Needed
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By Diane Murray
There’s a new and fun event on the calendar this summer. 

It’s the Red, White, and Green Pasta Night. On Saturday, 
August 13, the Community Center will be transformed into 
Little Italy with decor, music, and food. Dinner will be served 
from 6 to 8 p.m.

Tickets are $15 per person. With the purchase of an adult 
ticket, the meal cost for children 10 and under will be $5; 
children under 5 are free. Wine by the glass will be sold sepa-
rately. 

The event is a fund-raiser for the Guemes Island Firefight-
ers Association (GIFA), whose members will be your cooks 
and servers for the evening. The menu features pasta and a 
choice of sauces that are—you guessed it—red, white, or 
green. Have some of each or pick your favorite. The meal in-
cludes salad, bread, and dessert. 

Tickets will be available from any firefighter, at the door, 
or by mailing a check to Guemes Island Firefighters Associa-
tion, 6310 Guemes Island Road, Anacortes, WA 98221. For 
more information, contact me at 488-6969.

The Firefighters Association is a benevolent society that is 
separate from the Guemes Island Fire Department. The asso-
ciation distributes funds primarily to charitable causes such as 
support for other firefighters and their families, in addition to 
island organizations such as the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold 
Scholarship Fund. Candy passed out during the 4th of July 
parade is provided courtesy of GIFA. All members of the is-
land’s volunteer fire department belong to GIFA. 

Howard Pellett is collecting clean, usable household items 
to take to Shipwreck Day in Anacortes on July 16—the huge 
one-day street flea market. 

Pellett uses the proceeds to help fund Smart Recovery pro-
grams he leads at the Monroe Correctional Complex, the Ev-
erett Community Justice Center, and the Anacortes Center 
for Happiness. The money purchases handbooks for prison 
inmates who participate in the self-help program for addic-
tion recovery.

Pellett accepts small appliances, tools, household items, 
sporting goods, and other knickknacks—but not large furni-
ture and appliances, computers, books, clothing, TVs, elec-
tronics, tires, mattresses, or exercise equipment. You can ar-
range for pickup or drop-off by contacting him at 293-8128 
or howardp71@gmail.com.

Smart Recovery is a 501(c)(3) organization that helps in-
mates, parolees, and others lead addiction-free lives. 

A new sign at the Schoolhouse Park Stage construction site 
outlines the history of the project and the remaining con-
struction phases. The project needs to raise more money 
before further construction can occur. To volunteer time, 
contact Tom Deach at 708-2582 for a release form. To make 
a donation, contact Michael Brown at 299-2199 or send a 
check marked “Stage Project” to GICCA, 7549 Guemes Island 
Road, Anacortes, WA 98221.

Marco Caputo examines a healthy island beehive. The pre-
vious bees in this hive had not survived the winter—not be-
cause of colony collapse disorder but because yellow jackets 
ate the larvae for protein. In some cultures, bees are raised 
for protein in their larvae and pollen rather than honey.

Red, White, and Green Pasta Night 
to Benefit Firefighters Association

A Healthy Hive

Good, Reusable Stuff Sought  
for Shipwreck Day

A Sign of Progress on Stage
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Dog Island Dog-Days-of-Summer Dog Show

Nature Puts On an Exquisite Display

Swallowtail butterflies were plentiful in May and June this year on Guemes. This Pale Swallowtail (Papilio eurymedon) is a cousin 
to the more common Western Tiger Swallowtail (Papilio rutulus), which was also seen in many island gardens. 
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By Edith Walden
The third annual Dog Island Dog-

Days-of-Summer Dog Show will be 
held on Saturday, August 20, at School-
house Park from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

This fund-raiser for the Guemes Is-
land Historical Society (GIHS) is one of 
the most fun events of the year. It’s great 
for spectators and dog owners alike—
and it’s nice to hang out in the Park 
with friends and neighbors in the mid-
dle of summer. About 100 people did so 
last year. 

All socially adjusted dogs and their 
owners of all ages and abilities are invit-
ed to participate. Dogs must be on short 
leashes at all times, and under control 
(this means you, Abby). No females in 
season, please. Spectators and the dog-
less are encouraged to attend (comfort-
able lawn chairs will increase your en-
joyment). 

Registration forms are available on-
line at dogislanddogshow.com; you can 

register online or download a mail-in 
form. Advance registration is $10 for a 
single dog and handler, or $12 for all 
the dogs in your household. Mailed reg-
istrations must be postmarked by Au-
gust 15, and online registration must 
be received by August 19. Mail forms 
to GIHS, 7549H Guemes Island Road, 
Anacortes, WA 98221.

Registration on the day of the show 
will be available from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for $15 and $17, respectively.

Let the games begin
At 10:30 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. there 

will be dog demonstrations that are yet 
to be determined. Welcoming remarks 
by fun-loving emcee and dog owner Sal-
ly Stapp will begin at 11 a.m., followed 
by the parade of all contestants.

The contest categories or “classes” 
will proceed in the following order: Best 
Costume, Best Bark or Howl, Best Dog 
with Dubious Parentage, Best Groomed, 

Dog and Handler Look-Alike Contest,  
Best or Wackiest Trick, Best Pair of 
Dogs, On-Leash Obstacle Course,  
Judges’ Best of Show, and People’s 
Choice Award.

The judges from last year are return-
ing: Allen Bush Jr., Marie Padovan, Bill 
Testerman, and international dog-show 
judge Lynne Myall.

Silent auction and concessions
During the show, GIHS will display 

artifacts that document Guemes Island 
history and will offer information about 
the society. Local artists and businesses  
will donate items for a silent auction. 
Food and drinks will be available for 
sale at the concession stand. 

All proceeds from the event go to 
fund a future GIHS museum (see article 
on page 19).

For more information, contact Tom 
Deach at info@dogislanddogshow.com 
or 708-2582.



The Guemes Tide     July-August 2016     23      

•  in memoriam •

Charles “Charlie” Loren Bouffiou passed 
away on May 16 at age 91.

He was born in South Bend, Washing-
ton, to Jane Bouffiou, a Chinook Indian, 
and Charles Bouffiou, of French-Belgian de-
scent. Charlie was an enrolled member of the 
Chinook Indian Nation. He was educated at 
Washington State University and at various 
electronic training centers across the coun-
try while he served in the US Navy. He spent 
WWII at Naval Station Pearl Harbor, where 
he repaired electronic equipment on subma-
rines. 

He married Mary Goens just after the 
war. Later, he was employed by Philco and 
loaned to the navy during the Korean War, 

traveling all over the Pacific as he worked on naval ships, assessing and repairing 
shipboard electronics. He returned stateside, moving to Hollywood to train as a ra-
dio announcer. His first job as announcer was in San Luis Obispo, then in Auburn, 
Washington, and lastly at Channel 11 in Tacoma. 

He then worked for Tektronix as a field engineer for 14 years, working and liv-
ing in Kansas City, Missouri; Atlanta, Georgia; and Cherry Hill, New Jersey. He 
later became the marketing vice-president for Tektronix. After 20 years at Tektron-
ix, he retired and bought a sailboat business called Wind Yachts in Shilshole Bay in 
Ballard, Washington, which he managed for 9 years. He became a financial adviser 
for Primerica for another 9 years. 

He married his wife, Cleo, in 1993 and opened a specialty gift shop in Issaquah, 
Washington. He then specialized in air purification and spent the remainder of his 
life helping people clear the air in their homes. 

Charlie was a man who loved life and all people in it. He was kind and generous 
to everyone and had a great sense of humor. He was very active and loved the out-
doors, hunting, fishing, cross-country skiing, and kayaking. He was also a skilled 
sailor and gifted photographer. He went at life full speed ahead. 

He moved to Guemes Island in 2011 and loved it here. Charlie was a loving 
husband, brother, and father. He was predeceased by his brother, Dean, and two 
sons, Kevin and Michael. He is survived by his wife, Cleo, sons Joe (Kathy) and 
Mark, five grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. 

A celebration of life is planned later this summer at his home here on the island.

Charles Bouffiou
By Kit Harma

The first reports by citizens and sci-
entists monitoring the condition of sea 
stars in north Puget Sound this spring 
point to the possibility of a recovery 
from the devastating wasting disease 
that struck two years ago. At that time 
60 to 90 percent of the sea stars moni-
tored on West Coast sites from Alaska 
to San Diego died within days of con-
tracting the disease.

This spring, observers see an increase 
in the total number of animals com-
pared to this same time last year, and an 
increase in the number from last year 
of both larger and smaller animals. This 
suggests that both adults and juveniles 
survived the initial outbreak in 2014 
and the residual presence of the disease 
in 2015. At one site on Guemes Island, 
66 of the iconic purple sea stars (Pisaster 
ochraceus) were found in early May this 
year compared to 40 at the same time 
last year at that site. This result is simi-
lar to observations from Camano Island 
and from Cherry Point in Whatcom 
County. There was only one animal that 
showed signs of wasting on Guemes, 
and likewise on Camano and Cherry 
Point. 

Dr. Melissa Miner from the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Cruz says that 
it will be important to continue to track 
the health of the seas stars as the weath-
er and water get warmer. Last year, a 
team of 10 Guemes volunteers counted 
451 sea stars over three days on the last 
weekend of July. The last very-low day-
time tides of this year will also be on the 
last weekend of July. 

Contact me at 293-5784 if you are 
interested in participating in counting 
sea stars. 

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting, 

Monday, July 11, and  
Monday, August 8, 2016,   

at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  
Public welcome.

Local Sea Stars Are 
in Recovery
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Five Years Ago
The 20-year effort to cre-

ate a Subarea Plan for Guemes 
Island and see it adopted by 
the Skagit County Board of 
Commissioners is celebrated 
with cake and live music at the 
Community Center.

The opening of the newly 
created Mountain trail is rec-
ognized in a brief ceremony 
near the trailhead attended by 
about 100 islanders, many of 
whom participated in its con-
struction.

The completion of $3 mil-
lion in repairs and upgrades  
to ferry docks on both sides  
of the channel is acknowledged 
in a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
here featuring numerous county 
dignitaries and Samish tribal represen-
tatives.

—Guemes Tide, July-August 2011

Ten Years Ago
Despite broad opposition by island-

ers, county commissioners add four 
more hours to the ferry schedule Mon-
day through Thursday. Voting in favor 
are Ted Anderson and Don Munks. Ken 
Dahlstedt, saying the move violated the 
board’s position a year earlier to elimi-

nate county subsidies after fares had 
been doubled, votes against.

The Betty Crookes Guemes Gold 
Scholarship winners for 2006 are Aman-
da Duryee and Christine Greenlaw.

—Evening Star, July/August 2006

Twenty Years Ago
Island icon Murray Read dies at 

the age of 93. The Fire Hall, Commu-
nity Center, Church, playground, and 
homes of many island residents bear the 

signature of this perpetual vol-
unteer. His ”Man of the Year” 
$50 award was the first dona-
tion to be made to what was to 
become the Murray Read Pa-
vilion at Schoolhouse Park. 

The Evening Star fires a 
subscriber “for conduct unbe-
coming an islander.”

Alice Shoultz’s recipe for 
lemon bread is featured in a 
piece by Karen Everett.

—Evening Star,  
July/August 1996

Fifty Years Ago
Guemes Islanders gear up 

for a fight as plans for a $100 
million aluminum plant to be 
located on the South Shore are 
announced. 

Residents vote 102 to 2 
in opposition to the plan in 

a public meeting of the Guemes Island 
Improvement Club presided over by 
Ralph Stockton. 

In a subsequent meeting held by 
Northwest Aluminum Corp representa-
tives, some 200 residents jam the Hall 
expressing  “full-scale approval to ‘we 
don’t want it here.’” Company officials 
say the plant is “expected” to employ 
1,000 workers.

—Anacortes American, July 20  
and July 28, 1966

According to official Joel Morris, the proposed 100-acre alumi-
num plant—located where South Shore Road turns northward— 
would produce “no (air or water) pollution. The plant would have 
its own sewage disposal system … the company will install a 
pipeline to bring water from Anacortes if necessary.” —Anacortes 
American, September 22, 1966


