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By Edith Walden
Mark Linnemann, the new 

owner of Anderson’s General 
Store, hopes to reopen the store 
on July 1. With store founder 
Win Anderson’s blessing, the 
store will have a new name, and 
a distinctly different look and 
feel from the operation that the 
most recent owners, Terran and 
Michelle Reneau, ran for 988 
days since August 15, 2013. 

Most islanders were thrilled 
to learn about Linnemann’s 
purchase of the store, effective 
April 29, and there is likely to 
be a huge outpouring of sup-
port when the store reopens. 
The Linnemann family has entered their 11th year of oper-
ating the Guemes Island Resort—a successful venture—and 
they are thoroughly familiar with island culture and values. 
Mark looks forward to restoring the store to a friendly island 
gathering place, designed to meet islanders’ needs and tastes.

Gone will be all but one of the big-screen TVs, which will 
be saved for viewing special events such as the Super Bowl, 
the World Cup playoffs, the World Series, and the America’s 

Store, Reimagined, to Open on July 1
Cup race. Gone will be all but 
the essential few surveillance 
cameras out of the 14 the Re-
neaus had installed. Gone will 
be the complicated point-of-
sale system. And certainly gone 
will be the attitude that many 
islanders experienced of being  
treated with suspicion or as 
“riffraff” during those 988 days.

Coming soon
In a lively and positive dis-

cussion with the Tide, the part-
ners and management team 
of Linnemann, store manag-
er (and Mark’s brother-in-law) 
Brian Shasserre, and kitchen 

manager Willie McWatters (who is also part owner and op-
erator of the DIGS Kitchen food truck with Mark) described 
their vision for their new venture. 

Above all, they want the new store to be a “welcoming 
place” for islanders and guests. They plan to have quality food 
and groceries, locally sourced whenever possible; a good and 
reliable selection of staples; quality beer and wine for pur-

From left: New store owner Mark Linnemann, store manager 
Brian Shasserre, and kitchen manager Willie McWatters take a 
break from a major cleanup effort at Anderson’s General Store, 
which will soon have a new name, look, and feel.

Break Free Holds Peaceful Protest at March’s Point and Fidalgo Bay
Islanders Participate in Multiple Ways

Protesting kayakers brave rough waters in Fidalgo Bay on May 15.

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 10)

By Edith Walden
From May 13 to 15, the Anacortes area was filled with 

people who came from all parts of the country to call atten-
tion to the world’s need to “break free” from its dependence 
on fossil fuel. Organized by Break Free Pacific Northwest 
(PNW), the protest targeted the Anacortes Shell and Tesoro 
oil refineries, which are among the top six climate polluters 
in Washington, according to the Washington Department of 
Ecology. In 2014, Shell (number 3) emitted 1.8 million met-
ric tons of greenhouse gases, and Tesoro (number 6) emitted 
1.3 million metric tons.
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Sorry, no pies
To the Guemes community:
The Guemes Island Women’s Fellow-

ship apologizes to the Guemes commu-
nity for the cancellation of our annual 
Memorial Day weekend pie and bake 
sale. After announcing the event in the 
Tide and on LineTime, we found that 
a number of our contributors—of pies 
and support services—would not be 
able to participate.

The fact is that the event has in re-
cent years become so popular that we 
cannot produce enough pies to meet 
community expectations with our di-
minishing number of active pie makers.

We regret having to make this deci-
sion. Perhaps it is time for a new genera-
tion of Guemes bakers to organize and 
carry on the tradition.

—The Guemes Island Community 
Church Women’s Fellowship

Plea for a return
To the person who removed the 

military plaque from the Kager house: 
please return it to Robert Kager, 18281 
Dike Rd., Mount Vernon, WA 98273. 

This plaque was for my deceased 
brother Paul J. Kager. It doesn’t mean 
much to you but it means a lot to me. 
Please send it to me or give it to Glen 
Veal or Tom Deach.

Thank you,
—Robert Kager

The Gathering: a popular place
Guemes Island residents filled the 

Church Fellowship Hall during the fall 
and winter months to enjoy a wonder-
ful meal and socialize with friends and 
neighbors. This season during a 27-
week period, the Gathering, sponsored 
by Guemes Connects, again surpassed 

the number of meals served in previ-
ous years. Our total this year was 1,365, 
which included 75 homebound meals.  

A huge thank-you goes to our vol-
unteer cooks Sharon Hughlitt, Toni 
Schmokel, Gail Messett, Holly and 
Kevin Green, Dyvon Havens, Mike 
Thamert, Judy Fees, and Kim Bone. 
A special thank-you to Edie and Bill 
Clark, who whipped through the piles 
of dishes each week as quickly as Susan 
Rombeek cleared them.

Thank you to our dedicated nurses  
Juby Fouts, Sue Nichol, Edie Clark, 
and Zoanne Hyland, who were avail-
able each week to answer questions and 
check blood pressures. This year we also 
enlisted the help of two of our fire de-
partment EMTs, Chief Gerry Francis 
and Assistant Chief Olivia Snell.

If you’d be interested in helping with 
the Gathering Lunch when we resume 
in October or want more information 
about it, contact me at 293-8364. The 
more help we have the lighter the load, 
and it’s fun and very fulfilling. 

—Lorraine Francis,  
Gathering coordinator

Editors’ note: Thanks also to Lorraine 
for her excellent coordinating and cooking. 

Great stuff
Sally Stapp’s account of “The Curi-

ous Incident of the Seasick Bovine” in 
the recent edition of the Guemes Tide 
[May 2016, page 14] was a display of 
brilliant writing! I could almost hear my 
sweet mother—Betty Crookes—chor-
tling over that story, somewhere up in 
the “Great Unknown.” . . .  Perhaps she 
gets the Tide online there¿?

Great stuff,
—Dan Crookes

Editors’ note: Dan also told us, “I had 
the great pleasure over the weekend to dive 
into some of the archived Star editions—
most notably the last one with (as sister 
Betsy put it) the ‘gracious, gutsy, and hon-
est farewell’ note from our dear mother 
[see page 12 of the October 2009 Evening 
Star in the archives at guemestide.org].

“What a great task you did in saving 
and documenting all that stuff—a won-
derful tribute to Win, amazing fellow!”
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By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Fire Department 

added an eighth emergency medical 
technician (EMT) in April when volun-
teer firefighter Eric Kankaala complet-
ed a grueling 14-week EMT course at 
Skagit County Emergency Management 
Services in Mount Vernon.

Kankaala signed up for EMT train-
ing because he thought it was a good 
skill to have in our isolated community, 
especially if he was going to be the first 
responder at a scene. For four hours, 
two evenings a week, from January 19 
through April 23, Kankaala left the is-
land to go to school, staying overnight 
at a friend’s house in Anacortes. Train-
ing also included eight Saturdays from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., a 10-hour shift in 
the Skagit Valley Hospital emergency 
room, and a 10-hour ambulance shift in 
Mount Vernon.  

He was prepared for a significant 
time commitment, but his studies 
took more effort than he expected. Be-
sides the class time, he needed to spend 
multiple hours every day studying the 
1,421-page textbook. He was surprised 
by the mental and physical toll it took, 
he told the Tide.

Still, he is glad he did it—and glad it 
is over. He passed his skills and written 
tests at the end of his coursework and 
then passed the national certification 
test—all with high scores, Chief Medi-
cal Officer Nancy White reports. He’s 
already responded to five medical calls. 

Going to school “was the beginning 
of my education,” he asserts. He is look-
ing forward now to learning more from 
the experience of responding to medi-
cal calls and being mentored by other 
EMTs in the department. All EMTs go 
through a continual ongoing training 
and evaluation program every year, and 
must complete and be tested on 10 on-
line training modules each year and pass 
a practical evaluation on the modules 
twice a year. Along with all fire depart-
ment personnel, they must practice and 
be tested on CPR and defibrillator skills 
twice a year, and must attend training 
on blood-borne and other pathogens 
once a year.

The fire department holds a drill ev-
ery Wednesday for all personnel. One 
drill per month is dedicated to practic-
ing EMT skills, which includes the ad-
ministration of EpiPen injectors for ana-
phylactic shock and Narcan for opioid 

overdose, as well as other basic life-sup-
port skills. 

Because time can have a major effect 
on a patient’s outcome, we are fortunate 
to have our dedicated EMT team that 
responds anytime day and night. Many 
of our lives depend on this service here. 
Thanks, Eric, for joining the team. 

Many hands stuffed envelopes for the Guemes Island Community Center’s 
annual Spring Appeal, which was mailed to islanders at the end of May. The 
appeal is the main fund-raising event for the maintenance, preservation, 
and operation of the Community Center. Shown are (clockwise from lower 
left) Lynne Myall, Wendell Phillips, Ron Knowles, Pat Harrigan, Rob Schroder 
(hidden), Tom Deach, Phyllis Woolworth, Bettie Woolworth (between her two 
grandmothers), and Emma Schroder. Not pictured are Marietta Harrigan, Julie 
Pingree, Holly Green, Deb Strathman, and Kathleen Phillips.

Fire Department Gains an EMT

An Appealing Group at Work
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By Tom Murphy
Art Anderson Associates (AAA), the 

naval engineering firm under contract 
with Skagit County to provide propul-
sion and feasibility studies for an all-
electric ferry for Guemes Island, deliv-
ered a draft report on both issues on 
May 27 to Skagit County Ferry Opera-
tions Division Manager Rachel Rowe.

Eric Engelbrecht, vice president of 
AAA’s Marine Division, told the Tide 
that he expects the county may have 
questions, comments, and clarification 
needs after receiving the draft report. 
The date of the final report’s submission 
depends on how long the county needs 
to review and provide comments and 
questions, but he stated that he antici-
pated “the final report would be turned 
around in a couple of weeks.”

County review scheduled
Rowe informed the Tide that follow-

ing receipt of the report, the county will 
conduct an “internal review” and work 
with AAA to finalize the report by June 
21. She expects AAA to present the fi-
nal report to the Skagit County Board 
of Commissioners on June 21, begin-

Draft Completed for Electric-Ferry Studies
Final Report Due for Presentation to Commissioners June 21

ning at 8:30 a.m. The presentation will 
be made in the Commissioners’ Hear-
ing Room at 1800 Continental Place, 
in Mount Vernon. The public is invited 
and encouraged to attend. 

Once the presentation is made, the 
report will be available to the public at 
skagitcounty.net/ferry. The final report 
will also be given to Puget Sound Ener-
gy for their evaluation and analysis.

Rowe noted that the report will pro-
vide an objective overview of the power 
requirements of the current ferry and a 
determination of whether an all-electric 
ferry is a feasible option for vessel re-
placement. Additionally, the report will 
briefly address other topics related to 
alternative types of propulsion and pre-
liminary tonnage ratings. “The report is 
not overly technical,” Rowe explained, 
“and does not go into great detail on 
vessel design, machinery specifications, 
sailing schedules, ridership needs, or 
things like that. This comes later.”

Questions and comments made by 
islanders at public meetings, at Guemes 
Island Ferry Committee (GIFC) meet-
ings, and through other methods of 
communication were sent to AAA and 

By Edith Walden
Skagit County Commissioner Ken 

Dahlstedt and Skagit County Ferry Op-
erations Division Manager Rachel Rowe 
met recently with Anacortes firm Ock-
erman Automation Consulting regard-
ing the electric-ferry proposal. Repre-
sentatives from engineering company 
Siemens Marine Solutions Group and 
shipbuilder Dakota Creek Industries 
were also present.

As a result of that meeting, Ocker-
man was invited to make a presentation 
to the Skagit County Board of Commis-
sioners regarding alternate proposals for 
a zero-emission ferry and hybrid propul-
sion systems.

The presentation is scheduled to  
take place on Tuesday, June 14, at  
10 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing 
Room, at 1800 Continental Place, in 

Local Firm Presents Electric-Ferry Options

were considered by AAA as the draft was 
created, Rowe added. “I look forward to 
the public process when we start really 
getting into the nuts and bolts of design 
and construction. That is a ways down 
the road right now,” she advised.

Joe Payne drops out
The Tide inquired about the rela-

tionship between AAA and Joe Payne. 
Payne is the sole proprietor and system 
designer of EESImarine; he and Engel-
brecht made the initial presentation to 
GIFC and islanders regarding an all-
electric ferry in October 2015. Payne 
and AAA presented the all-electric ferry 
concept to the Skagit County Board of 
Commissioners in December 2015.

Engelbrecht reported that Payne 
has “indicated to Art Anderson Asso-
ciates that he was withdrawing from 
any working relationship with any na-
val architecture firm for the foreseeable 
future.” Engelbrecht said that this an-
nouncement “came as a surprise to us.”

He concluded, “Art Anderson Asso-
ciates remains committed to support the 
county in their pursuit of an all-electric 
ferry.” 

Mount Vernon. Islanders are welcome 
and encouraged to attend.

Guemes experience 
John Ockerman, son-in-law of is-

lander Gail Messett, is the owner of 
Ockerman Automation Consulting. 
John and his family are frequent riders 
on the M/V Guemes. 

His company specializes in marine 
electrical engineering, propulsion de-
sign, and systems integration—in par-
ticular, electric and hybrid propulsion 
vessels. Ockerman is working for the 
Alaska Marine Highway and the ferry 
systems of British Columbia, Washing-
ton State, and Staten Island. 

They are also technical partners  
with Siemens Marine Solutions Group 
and have been consultants for Corvus 

(continued on page 5)
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Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting, 

Monday, June 13, 2016,   
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  

Public welcome.

The peak season for the M/V Guemes 
started May 20 and will end on Septem-
ber 30. This means higher prices for sin-
gle tickets and certain schedule changes. 
One significant change is that the last 
ferry on Sunday is now 10 p.m. instead 
of 8 p.m. Remember that vehicle and 
passenger traffic increases significantly 
during this time, so it is wise to allow 
extra time to catch the boat.

Ferry Operations Division Manager 
Rachel Rowe advises riders to arrive in 
line 30 minutes prior to your scheduled 
departure, and offers the following tips 
for smooth sailing: 

• Please be in your vehicles at least 15 
minutes prior to departure.

• Tickets are sold at your vehicle un-
less you are paying with a credit card. To 
pay with a credit card, go to the office.

• Purchase a punch card to make 
loading quicker for everyone. Pedestri-
an and vehicle cards are available at the 
terminal or can be purchased through 
mail (see form at tinyurl.com/ferrycard 
or contact Marie Henry at 416-1419 or 
mhenry@co.skagit.wa.us).

• Always follow the directions of the 
crew; they are there to make sure your 
trip is safe.

• Vehicles and passengers are never 
loaded at the same time. Pedestrians are 
generally loaded first. 

• Never drive while on your cell phone 
or with pets or children in your lap.

• Please turn off your headlights when 
you arrive in line and during boarding.

The ferry has an extra staff person 
every day from approximately 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. during peak season to better 
facilitate traffic flow. The best time to 
purchase punch cards at the terminal is 
between 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. and be-
tween 12:45 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Peak Season Has 
Started

High-school sailors launch their 14-foot double-handed Flying Junior sailboats 
in Fidalgo Bay on May 22 to compete in the second day of the Northwest 
Interscholastic Sailing Association district competition. Nearly 200 races were 
conducted on two courses in two days. The varsity Anacortes High School sailing 
team, coached by Trevor DiMarco and islander Steve Orsini, placed eighth in the 
regatta. The national regatta took place the following weekend.

Energy, a company that designs ener-
gy storage systems (battery systems). 
Siemens collaborated in building the 
world’s first all-electric car ferry—the 
MF Ampere, first launched a year ago 
in Norway. Corvus designed the energy 
storage system for the Ampere.

Ockerman provided electrical en-
gineering and design consultation for 
Corvus Energy on the Ampere and is 
providing the electrical engineering on 
several hybrid Norwegian-designed ves-
sels that are being constructed in the US 
for US customers. 

He has been to Norway several times 
to observe the Ampere and reports that it 
is running very successfully at an energy 
cost of $14.50 per 20-minute run (with 
up to 360 passengers and 120 vehicles). 
He notes that it takes seven and a half 
minutes to automatically charge the bat-
teries. Norway has announced plans to 
build 90 new hybrid/electric ferries and 
is the world leader for the design and 
implementation of marine hybrid/re-
newable technology.

His presentation is intended to as-
sist people in understanding how ships 

work and to illustrate the existing ma-
rine technology that is available for zero-
emission and hybrid vessels. He will also 
introduce the concepts of hybrid energy 
management systems that combine the 
use of battery systems with backup gen-
erators. He is a proponent of “agnostic” 
systems that don’t tie propulsion to any 
one type or make of battery.

Ockerman told the Tide that he is 
optimistic about the future of zero-
emission and hybrid propulsion sys-
tems and expects energy storage systems 
to become more prevalent as more and 
more battery systems are tested and are 
approved by the marine classification 
society—the group that establishes and 
maintains technical standards for con-
struction and operation of marine ves-
sels and offshore structures. 

He noted that the batteries used in 
Tesla cars would work for marine pur-
poses but they have not yet been classi-
fied for marine vessels.

With the exit of Joe Payne (see ar-
ticle on page 4), the entrance of Ock-
erman, with his direct experience with 
hybrid/electric ferries and the Guemes 
run, seems like welcome news—espe-
cially since he is so close to home. 

Over the Bounding Main

LOCAL FIRM PRESENTS
(continued from page 4)
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Editors’ note: This section lists island 
events we think readers might want 
to know about more than a month in 
advance.

•• July 4 events include the parade 
at 11 a.m., the Car Show, the Communi-
ty Center open house, and the hot-dog 
sale at the Park (see article on page 16).

•• The Chamber Music Series sum-
mer concert will be held on July10 at 
3:00 p.m., and a fundraiser will be held 
the day before from 4 to 6 p.m. at the 
Church. See articles on page 20.

•• Howard Pellett wants good used 
stuff to sell at Shipwreck Day on July 
16 to benefit his Smart Recovery work 
in the Monroe Correctional Complex. 
Contact him at howardp71@gmail.com 
or 293-8128.

•• The Dog Island Dog Show, 
hosted by the Guemes Island Historical 
Society, will be held on August 20.

•• The popular Portland band Bingo 
Therapy returns to Guemes on August 
27 for a benefit concert for the School-
house Park Stage.

•Save the Date• The sixth annual Sci-
ence Camp for children 
aged 4 through 11 will be 
held at the Guemes Island 
Community Center and 
Guemes Island Commu-
nity Church from Tues-
day, July 5, through Friday, 
July 8. 

Children must be ac-
companied throughout 
the morning by an adult 
guardian. Campers arrive 
at the Community Center 
at 9:30 a.m. and are greet-
ed with songs and stories 
by Jen and Nat Whitman 
and Margaret Read Mac-
Donald. Retired educa-
tors Kathy Finks, Carol Harma, and Holiday Matchett, along with some able assis-
tants, will lead three different age groups in age-appropriate science activities. This 
year the theme is growth, and children will learn about farm animals and fish. Each 
camp day ends at noon.

Each age group is limited to about a dozen participants, and preregistration is 
required. At press time all slots had filled except a few for ages 9 to 11; to register 
your child, call Kathy Finks at 588-9192. 

Science Camp Runs July 5–8

Community Soup Supper continues in June on the first and third Tuesdays. A 
simple meal of homemade soup is served at 6 p.m. at the Guemes Island Commu-
nity Church Fellowship Hall, followed by a program at 7 p.m. All are welcome.

On June 7, organizational development specialist and islander Susan Bassett 
will lead a game and a tool called “Points of You.” Bas-
sett invites participants to “take a time out and play.” She 
describes her presentation as an authentic encounter that 
encourages you to contemplate, feel, question, and ex-
pand your point of view and that enables you to see and 
hear other viewpoints and possibilities. 

On June 21, Jon Prescott will describe his recent 
three-week trip to Vietnam. With photos and descriptions 

of his journey, he will talk about his impressions working with Vietnam War veter-
ans; working with nongovernmental organizations to serve children with birth de-
fects whose grandparents were exposed to Agent Orange; and his pilgrimage to visit 
Buddhist monasteries, including the one where his teacher, Zen master Thich Nhat 
Hanh, lived and trained as a young monk. Prescott was heartened by the warm, 
open-hearted welcome—without resentment or judgment—that he received as an 
American from the Vietnamese people he met. 

Groundfloor Guemes will again host 
a Strawberry Sundae Social this year on 
Sunday, June 19 (Father’s Day), from 2 
to 4 p.m. at the Community Center.

Ice cream topped with organic straw-
berries will be served in sizes designed 
to fit all appetites: a small size for a sug-
gested donation of $3.00 and a large 
size for $5.00.

The Gwost family will provide live 
music.

Proceeds from the event will help 
fund both the new standby generator 
for the Hall (which serves as a commu-
nity shelter in case of emergencies) and 
welcome packets being designed and or-
ganized by Groundfloor Guemes to give 
to new island residents. 

Strawberry Sundae 
Social on June 19

Students at last year’s Science Camp make “heart houses” 
to illustrate the chambers and workings of human hearts.
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By Edith Walden
On May 1, a recep-

tion was held for the win-
ners of the Betty Crookes 
Guemes Gold Scholarship 
Awards. The awards are 
given each year to high-
achieving islanders who 
are juniors and seniors in 
high school. All of this 
year’s winners were se-
niors.

Sam Stamper was 
awarded the Gold Award 
of $1,500. Sam won de-
partmental awards in sci-
ence and English, is a 
member of the Honor So-
ciety, and has been on the 
Honor Roll every semester 
at Anacortes High School, with a cur-
rent 3.687 grade point average. He be-
longs to the Green Club and is treasurer 
of the Metals Club. A junior firefighter 
with the Guemes Island Fire Depart-
ment, he also does grounds maintenance 
for the Guemes Island Community 
Church. He loves to restore cars and has 
his own business doing small engine and 
automotive repair. He plans to attend 
Southern Oregon University to study 
environmental science.

Clara Estenson received the Silver 
Award of $1,000. Clara was born and 
raised in Anacortes and moved with 
her family to Guemes last fall. She is 
a senior editor for the Anacortes High 
School yearbook and is a star athlete 
who participates in soccer, basketball, 
and cross-country running. She was 
voted Runner of the Year by her track-
and-field coaches. She has won academ-
ic excellence awards every year in high 
school. A member of the Green Club 
and the Honor Society, she volunteers at 
the Gentry House, an adult care center, 
and completed a service project in Hon-
duras where she helped build a kinder-
garten classroom and taught health and 
hygiene to girls and women. She will at-
tend Santa Barbara City College this fall 
and then transfer to a California univer-
sity. She will study sociology and plans 
for a career in human services.

Scholarships Awarded to Island Seniors

Richard Alatore received the Bronze 
Award of $500. Richard lives with the 
Bosch family on Guemes. He is enrolled 
in performing arts and is an assistant 
teacher at Fidalgo Dance Works, where 
he also takes dance lessons and assists 
with choreography. A member of the 
Anacortes High School concert choir 
and the football team, he hopes to move 
to New York and attend a performing 
arts college and become a professional 
dancer. He also has completed two years 
of electronic coursework to prepare for 
becoming a journeyman electrician, in 

Tim Wittman addresses scholarship winners (from left) Richard Alatore, 
Clara Estenson, and Sam Stamper.

case he needs a “day job.” 
The scholarship pro-

gram was co-founded by 
the late Betty Crookes. It 
is supported by numer-
ous individuals and island 
organizations, includ-
ing Guemes Connects, 
the Guemes Island Com-
munity Church and its 
Women’s Fellowship, the 
Guemes Island Commu-
nity Center Association, 
the Guemes Island Fire-
fighters Association, the 
Guemes Island Historical 
Society, the Guemes Island 
Library, and the Guemes 
Island Property Owners 
Association.

Scholarship committee members are 
Jan Ebersole, Julie Hopkins, Betsy Ock-
well, Carol Pellett, Susan Rombeek, Jan-
ice Veal, and Tim Wittman. 

Funding is needed to continue this 
program that recognizes and encourag-
es our outstanding island young people. 
Please consider making a donation or 
sending a memorial. The Guemes Is-
land Property Owners Association holds 
and tracks donations for the Scholarship 
Committee. Donations may be sent to 
them at P.O. Box 131, Anacortes, WA 
98221. 

Art by Marietta Harrington is currently displayed in the foyer of the Guemes Island 
Community Church.

In the Church Foyer, Picturing This
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chase by the bottle, and a bar; a section 
of Guemes-made products, including 
the Guemes Island Telephone Directory 
and single issues of the Guemes Tide; a 
wide variety of live music events; and a 
friendly gathering place where people 
can meet with friends and neighbors for 
a cup of coffee or a meal. 

They will start with a small menu 
that they can adequately manage: “We’re 
attempting to provide no horrible ser-
vice,” they jokingly promise. “We would 
rather refuse people service than provide 
poor service,” Mark advises.

As soon as their tank license is is-
sued, they will be selling gasoline again. 
Linnemann regrets that he will not be 
able to sell diesel. The expensive system 
that the Reneaus installed would have to 
be completely replaced to do so. Mark 
told the Tide, “I feel the pain too be-
cause all my vehicles are diesel fueled.”

Still to come are the liquor license, 
though he has been granted conditional 
approval, and a retail food service per-
mit. The team has not decided yet what 
to do with the mailboxes. Out of 46 
boxes, only 2 were in use. Most users 
canceled their boxes after the Reneaus’ 
Friendly Island Corporation, in its sec-
ond month of operation, tripled the 
rent of the boxes.

Unexpected maintenance
When Linnemann first made his 

offer on the store in December, he ex-
pected the sale to be completed in Janu-
ary. He had planned to close the store 
for the winter to do major renovations 
in time to open for the summer season. 
Instead, the negotiations dragged on for 
five months, and almost fell through in 
the last week, when, as the commercial 
broker representing the Reneaus, Mark 
Peizer, described to the Tide, the process 
became “very emotional.” 

The situation is still difficult. The 
management team knew there was a lot 
of work that would need to be done, 
but were unaware of the vast extent of 
deferred maintenance—both inside and 
out—that would be necessary. 

The walk-in cooler failed the day 
after the sale was final and had mold 

growing in it. The deep-fryer was leak-
ing oil, and the hood over the range was 
not operational. The team found two 
inches of thick grease embedded in it 
and grease was on every surface of the 
building and required steam cleaning 
of equipment, walls, ceiling, and floors. 
The storm drains needed cleaning and 
the grease traps that are supposed to be 
cleaned quarterly had apparently never 
been cleaned. Much of the equipment 
will have to be replaced.

In addition, the team wants to reor-
ganize the floor plan of the store. They 
have applied for a liquor license that in-
cludes the sale of spirits by the glass. The 
current design of the store that allowed 
dining upstairs was never legal, they 
discovered. So dining will be expanded 
downstairs and some of the merchandise 
will need to move upstairs.

One of their first improvements was 
to replace the lock on the bathroom 
door so that it can only lock from the 
inside and shows an “occupied” or “va-
cant” status on the door, solving the 
problem of the door that automatically 
locked upon closing.

A soft opening—and  
then closing

Linnemann emphasized that the 
plan is to get the store up and running 
as soon as possible. The July opening 
will not be the grand opening however, 
because there is no time to complete all 
of the needed maintenance and major 
renovations he has in mind. The team 
plans to close the store again in October 
to make those renovations and hopes to 
open again by April before the spring 
ferry haulout occurs.

DIGS Kitchen will be open at the 
store many Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
and will continue to be at the Resort 
Friday through Sunday. The proprietors  
plan to have different menus at the store 
and at the Resort, so that islanders can 
have different experiences at each venue.

In the meantime, the team is look-
ing for “positive, health-conscious” staff. 
They need line and prep cooks, a dish-
washer, waitstaff, and a groundskeeper.  
Interested applicants should contact 
Shasserre at 770-6400 or McWatters  
at 826-2333. 

STORE TO REOPEN
(continued from page 1)

By Nick Allison
Guemes residents—or at least some 

of us—expressed preferences in Wash-
ington’s May 24 presidential primary. 
The primary was advisory only. (The 
state Republicans will require their del-
egates to vote in accordance with the 
primary results in the first ballot at their 
national convention; the state’s Demo-
crats chose their delegates through cau-
cuses in March and are ignoring the pri-
mary results.)

As we went to press the results had 
not been officially certified, but the 
Skagit County Elections Department 
had posted preliminary numbers.

Out of 215 island Democrats who 
voted, 127 (59.1 percent) favored Ber-
nie Sanders, while Hillary Clinton gar-
nered 88 votes (40.9 percent).

There were 89 Republican voters, 
with most opting for Donald Trump 
(68 votes, 76.4 percent), followed by 
John Kasich (11 votes, 12.4 percent), 
Ted Cruz (6 votes, 6.7 percent), and 
Ben Carson (4 votes, 4.5 percent).

The 304 total votes cast represent a 
turnout rate of 51.8 percent—not too 
shabby for an advisory primary. 

The Presidential  
Primary: How 

Guemes Voted

The Tide inadvertently demoted 
Gary Curtis to inactive status in a 
photo caption on page 4 of the May 
issue. While he is a “former structural 
engineer” for the Seattle Space Needle 
and in Nevada and Oregon, he is still 
actively licensed in California, Wash-
ington, Illinois, and Hawaii. 

“Hopefully, my dome manufac-
turer client CST doesn’t read the Tide,” 
Curtis quipped, “since I have them 
thoroughly convinced that I am duly 
licensed where they regularly require 
my services to approve plans and 
calculations, not to mention the clients 
of Gossamer Space Frames, of which 
I am a partner as well as the senior 
structural engineer.”

Just trying to lighten your load, 
Gary—but we regret the error.

Correction



The Guemes Tide     June 2016     9      

By Edith Walden
On April 23, Skagit County sheriff’s 

deputies and Anacortes police respond-
ed to an incident that began in the 
Guemes Island ferry parking lot. 

Witnesses reported to 911 dispatch 
that a man was seen breaking out a pas-
senger window of a white truck that was 
parked in the ferry lot. Further reports 
indicated that the suspect had then 
walked onto the ferry and was swinging 
one or two tire chocks and threatening 
to hit people. 

A male passenger managed to de-
escalate the situation temporarily, but 
when the passenger and the suspect dis-
embarked on the Anacortes side, the 
passenger told deputies the suspect sud-
denly jumped the rail and attacked him. 
The passenger managed to subdue the 
suspect by holding him in a headlock. 
The sheriff’s office requested assistance 
from the Anacortes police, who arrived 
at the Anacortes terminal and appre-
hended the suspect.

The suspect, identified as Arthur C. 
Thomson, 23, from Everett, struggled 
and yelled repeatedly while being held. 
When placed in a patrol car, he began 
kicking the doors, requiring physical 
force from officers and restraints at his 
wrists and ankles to detain him. When 
sheriff’s deputies arrived, Thomson was 
transferred to their custody. He contin-
ued struggling, swearing, yelling threats, 
and spitting at the deputies. 

After he was arrested on suspicion of 
committing malicious mischief, it was 

Vehicle Break-in, Assault, and Struggle  
With Police Rattle Ferry Riders

determined that Thomson may have 
stolen the truck he had broken into. 
He was ordered detained at the Skagit 
County Jail but was first taken to Skagit 
Valley Hospital because he was com-
plaining that his ankle had been broken 
during the struggle to control him. 

An ER doctor confirmed that Thom-
son had a broken fibula and tibia and 
a separated ankle. A splint cast was ap-
plied, Thomson was determined to be 
fit for jail, and he was transferred there 
and booked. 

Meanwhile, deputies visited the 
Guemes-side terminal and met with the 
owner of the truck, who had left his ve-
hicle there unlocked, with the keys un-
der the visor. Witnesses reported seeing 
Thomson trying car doors in the park-
ing lot and then entering the truck and 
driving it around the lot before park-
ing it in a handicapped parking spot. 
He then allegedly got out and smashed 
the passenger window with a tire iron. 
A deputy brought a set of keys found in 
Thomson’s pocket to the truck, and the 
owner successfully started the truck.

On April 26, Thomson was charged 
with a felony count of taking a mo-
tor vehicle without permission and two 
misdemeanor charges: assault in the 
fourth degree and malicious mischief. 
He was released on bail. On May 13, 
Superior Court Judge Michael E. Rick-
ert ordered restraining orders to protect 
the owner of the truck and the passen-
ger who was attacked. A trial is set for 
August 1. 

By Edith Walden
On May 12, a 10-foot Livings-

ton rowboat and a pair of oars were 
reported stolen to the Skagit County 
Sheriff’s Office. The claimant told 
Sheriff’s Deputy Craig Mullen that  
he had pulled it well above the high- 
water mark on the beach near the 
south end of West Shore Road. The 
standard dual-hull craft had been 
customized with a blue wooden floor. 

The owner reports to the Tide 
that he was able to locate the dinghy 
that same evening.  He searched West 
Beach by boat and located it about a 
half mile north of Lervick Road, where 
he found it in front of a tent pitched 
on the beach. A couple of young 
men nearby hastily left when he ap-
proached. With the assistance of his 
brother, who walked from Lervick to 
the boat and pushed it into the water, 
he was able to retrieve the dinghy.

“All’s well that ends well,” he 
concludes.

Boat Stolen, 
Then Recovered

By Edith Walden
A modified burn ban for all of Skagit 

County came early last year—on June 
23—and a full burn ban for the entire 
state was issued on June 29 and contin-
ued until September 22. This year, with 
record-breaking temperatures in April 
and dry weather in May, the ban may 
come early again. Watch for burn-ban 
signs along Guemes Island roads.

A modified burn ban allows for re-
stricted recreational fires; a full burn  
ban prohibits all outdoor burning ex-
cept for briquette fires in barbecue grills 
or liquid-fueled or gas-fueled stoves that 
are used over nonflammable surfaces 
and at least five feet away from flamma-
ble vegetation.

It is never legal to burn garbage, 
household trash, lumber, building con-
struction waste, or demolition debris. 
For more information about burn per-
mits and burn bans, see the Fire Mar-
shal web page at skagitcounty.net. 

Be Prepared for an 
Early Burn Ban
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PEACEFUL PROTEST
(continued from page 1)

In addition, Tesoro ships highly ex-
plosive Bakken crude oil from North 
Dakota by rail to its plant, and propos-
es to extract xylene from the oil during 
the refining process and ship it overseas. 
Shell has proposed an expansion project 
that would bring even more Bakken oil 
by rail to March’s Point. Both proposals 
are undergoing environmental review.

The protest was one of 29 events in 
13 countries on 6 continents that were 
sponsored by Break Free during the first 

two weeks in May. Tens of thousands of 
people participated worldwide.

In Anacortes, May 14 was designat-
ed as Indigenous Day of Action. Many 
hundreds of people joined a march to 
March’s Point that was led by Alaska 
natives and members from numerous 
tribes, including the Navajo, Makah, 
Quinault, Swinomish, and Tulalip. 
Lummi tribal members joined a water 
blessing ceremony and speeches from a 
traditional canoe—all this on the heels 
of a May 9 decision by the US Army 
Corps of Engineers to honor the tribe’s 
request to protect their treaty fishing 
rights by denying SSA Marine a needed 
permit to build a $700 million coal ter-
minal at Cherry Point. 

Ullman’s 15 minutes of fame
Islander Bud Ullman, former water 

rights attorney for the Klamath Tribes 
and a climate-change activist, had vol-
unteered in the early planning stages of 
the Break Free PNW event to help no-
tify Anacortes city officials of the up-
coming demonstration, which allowed 
Mayor Laurie Gere, Police Chief Bonnie 
Bowers, and the Anacortes City Coun-
cil to prepare adequately for traffic and 
crowd control. 

In becoming the unofficial go- 
between for Break Free PNW, he un-
intentionally became readily available 
to the media. After he was interviewed 
by Associated Press reporter Phuong Le, 
one quote from him about the event ap-
peared in the New York Times, the Wash-
ington Post, the Boston Globe, USA To-
day, Newsday, the Winnipeg Free Press, 
the Free Republic, the Times Union, the 
Miami Herald, the Salt Lake Tribune, 
the Sacramento Bee, the Seattle Times, 
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, the Tacoma 
News Tribune, the Bellingham Herald, 
and KOMO News, among numerous 
other news outlets.

“The scientists are right,” he is quot-
ed. “We have to get away from our de-
pendence on fossil fuels, and it has to 
be done in a way that takes into serious 
consideration the impact on workers, 
families, and communities.”

Other Ullman quotes appeared on 
KING-TV, in Common Dreams, the 
Skagit Valley Herald, and the Anacortes 
American. He also appeared on a radio 
show hosted by Ginny Wolff: Speak Up! 
Speak Out. To listen to the interview, go 
to tinyurl.com/budfame.

When informed of his fame by the 
Tide, Ullman was unaware of his wide-
spread quote, and laughed at his role of 
being the “local man” quoted by news 
organizations. More important to him 
was that the call for a “fair and just tran-
sition from fossil fuels to clean energy” 
be widely publicized. “It was very satis-
fying to me to see the support and turn-
out of Guemes residents to call atten-
tion to this issue,” he told the Tide.

Other island supporters
Islanders supported the event in nu-

merous ways. 
Moderator of the Guemes Island 

Community Church Council Connie 
Snell encouraged the group to honor the 
Church’s environmental covenant, and 
gained unanimous approval to house 
about 20 Break Free PNW kayakers 
of the “Mosquito Fleet” at the Church 
for two nights. Break Free spokesper-
son Graham Clumpner told the Tide 
that the fleet had trained in the water 
on May 13 and launched 16 kayaks into 
Fidalgo Bay on May 14 to protest the 

Left and below: Protesters march in the 
March’s Point procession, advocating for 
renewable energy.
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expansion of fossil fuel use, returning 
again on May 15. Snell also arranged for 
housing in private Guemes homes for 
other demonstrators.

Snell was quoted in the Skagit Val-
ley Herald and Common Dreams. “These 
young protesters coming to Anacortes 
inspire me to think about their future 
and the future of the planet,” Snell said 
in a news release. “We know the transi-
tion to clean energy needs to be fair to 
all: workers, citizens, all living things. 
After the protest, we all need to work 
together.”

Her letter to the editor appeared 
in the Anacortes American and can be 
viewed at tinyurl.com/snellletter1.

The Guemes Island Environmental 
Trust endorsed the event. Islanders in 
the march to March’s Point on May 14 
included Linda Donato, Sequoia Ferrel, 
Zoanne Hyland, Allen Moe, Howard 
Pellett, Connie Snell, Sally Stapp, Becky 
Stinson, and Bud Ullman.

On the water
Guemes Island firefighter Tom Fouts 

was concerned when he learned that the 
Guemes Island Fire Department’s water 
rescue team, of which he is an experi-
enced member, had been notified that 
their offer to be on the water to monitor 
the safety of the “kayaktivists” had been 
rejected. Instead, the team was asked to 
be on 30-minute standby. Those who 
know Puget Sound waters know that af-
ter 30 minutes in the frigid water, any 
effort would likely be a body recovery 
rather than a rescue.

Fouts took his own boat and equip-

ment out each of the three days to close-
ly follow the 121 kayakers, especially 
the ones who were more inexperienced. 
EMT Juby Fouts accompanied him the 
first day. Fouts was especially concerned 
about safety on Sunday morning when 
a 20-m.p.h. wind “came out of no-
where,” endangering many of the kay-
akers. In Tom Fouts’s opinion, he told 
the Tide, the sheriff’s and Coast Guard’s 
boats were too big or too loaded to effi-
ciently perform rescues among the fleet 
of small, single-person kayaks, many of 
which were paddled by tired novices. 
Break Free provided safety boats, but 
not enough to handle multiple rescues, 
Fouts believed. (A photo of Tom in his 
boat amidst a fleet of kayaks appeared in 
the Seattle Times.)

The Skagit County Sheriff’s Office 
(SCSO) told the Tide that the Coast 
Guard did perform two rescues. Fortu-
nately, there were no injuries or fatali-
ties.

Ensuring safety for all
The weekend was “all hands on 

deck” for the Skagit County Sheriff’s 
Office, according to Skagit County Pa-
trol Chief of Field Services Chad Clark. 
He told the Tide the sheriff’s office esti-
mated that 1,000 or more people were 
involved in the protest on May 14.

In addition to Skagit County offi-
cers, the Skagit County Department of 
Emergency Management, the Anacortes 
Police, the Whatcom County Sheriff’s 
Office, the Washington State Depart-
ment of Corrections, the Washington 
State Patrol (WSP), the US Border Pa-

Members of the Lummi Nation—which recently halted construction of a coal port at 
Cherry Point—paddle their canoe to the water blessing ceremony on May 14.

trol, the Seattle Police Bicycle Patrol, 
the BNSF Railway police team, and the 
US Coast Guard sent personnel to help 
monitor the events. The Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and the Department 
of Homeland Security sent personnel, 
equipment, and advisors, Clark noted, 
adding that Shell Puget Sound Refinery 
and Tesoro Refinery hired 100 off-duty 
officers from Seattle’s Finest Security & 
Traffic Control.

BNSF waited until Sunday morn-
ing to call for the removal of about 150 
protestors who had been camping since 
Friday on their railway tracks. The WSP 
Rapid Deployment Force team arrested 
52 protesters who were then processed 
by the SCSO Investigations Unit and 
charged with trespassing. Eight were ad-
ditionally charged with resisting arrest 
after putting their arms in sleeves made 
of PVC pipe and refusing to release 
themselves. Specialized tools were need-
ed to cut them free, Clark reported.

Concerns about disrupting the her-
on rookery during nesting season were 
allayed. Skagit Land Trust monitors re-
ported that the herons and forage areas 
on the southeast part of March’s Point 
were undisturbed, and the colony car-
ried on their activities as normal.

All in all, reports from the sheriff’s 
office, oil refineries, BNSF, and protest 
organizers agree that people and their 
rights to protest were respected, as were 
law enforcement officers and the need 
for public and wildlife safety. The three-
day event successfully conveyed a mes-
sage, and occurred peacefully and safely, 
to everyone’s relief. 
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Healy Reinholt turns 16 on June 1.
Bill Westenhaver turns 91 on June 6.
Delancey Rodman turns 2 on June 9.
Nalu Rumpff turns 3 on June 10.
Sidney Grassi turns 12 on June 14.
Olivia Northcutt turns 5 on June 15.
Samuel Greenlaw turns 2 on June 24.
Juniper Diamond turns 5 on June 25.
Zaden Ogle turns 6 on June 29.
     (Editors’ note: This section lists birth-
days of youngsters with island connec-
tions turning 16 or younger, and elders 
turning 90 or older. To get a family 
member added, contact us at 299-9999 
or editorial@guemestide.org.)

Island 
Birthdays

About 45 volunteers showed up 
on April 30 for Island Cleanup Day, 
an event organized by Groundfloor 
Guemes. The use of the scheduling pro-
gram VolunteerSpot on LineTime yield-
ed 37 volunteers through 23 signups. 

About 10 miles of island roads and 
approximately 50 percent of island 
shorelines were scoured for trash, result-
ing in a haul of at least 120 cubic feet 
(two truckloads) of debris. Finds in-
cluded two tires on a beach, a multitude 
of big and small pieces of Styrofoam, 

Island Gets Spruced Up

At the end of Island Cleanup Day, volunteers had gathered 
a truckload of trash. Helping were (from left) Bob Anderson, 
Edie Clark, Phyllis Bravinder, Deb Strathman, Bill Clark, and 
John Strathman.

rusted metal, chunks 
of plastic, lots of rope 
and wire, and quite an 
assortment of bottles, 
cans, cigarette butts—
and, most disturbing, 
co-organizer Edie Clark 
reports, “lots of plastic 
shotgun shell casings, 
small enough to be a 
serious threat to shore-
birds.” 

Cleanup was some-
what hampered by tall 
grass on the shoulders 
of roads that had not 
yet been mowed by the 
county. 

In addition to a nice walk with low 
tides on a beautiful day and the satis-
faction of doing good deeds, volunteers 
were treated to Julie Hopkins’s chocolate 
chip cookies, and Mark Linnemann of-
fered free grilled cheese sandwiches with 
fries, served at the DIGS Kitchen food 
truck at the Community Center. 

The litter crew from the Solid Waste 
Division of Skagit County Public Works 
provided trash bags and tongs to help 
with the project and collected and dis-
posed of the debris. 

Tower Arts Studio will offer a repeat 
of Cathy Schoenberg’s Intro to Painting 
in Acrylics on Saturday, June 4, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Cathy will explain basic design prin-
ciples and color theory, and will dem-
onstrate painting techniques. Each stu-
dent will learn which brushes to use and 
how to mix paint, and will discuss de-
sign ideas with the group, in addition to 
painting on their own canvas.

The course fee is $140 and includes 
all materials. Bring a sack lunch.

Art Camp Adventure
Island Art Camp Adventure will be 

offered for four one-week sessions be-
ginning with session 1 from June 27 to 
July 1. Each session runs for five days 
from 9:15 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Art Classes for Kids and Adults Offered
Students in the small classes will 

make marbled and decorative paper, cre-
ate functional clay projects, sketch and 
paint with watercolors, and make a 10-
inch three-dimensional clay animal that 
will be fired, painted, and sealed. Proj-
ects are geared towards each individual’s 
skill level. Courses will be taught by is-
landers Sue Roberts and Janice Veal and 
Green River College art instructor Cin-
dy Small. Roberts and Veal have long 
experience teaching art in schools.

Session 2 runs from July 11 to 15; 
session 3 runs from July 18 to 22; and 
session 4 goes from July 25 to 29. The 
course costs $295 per session and in-
cludes all materials. Class size is limited, 
so enroll early.

For more information and to regis-
ter, visit TowerArtsStudio.com. 

The Guemes Island Property Own-
ers Association (GIPOA) will hold its 
annual meeting on Saturday, June 11, at 
7 p.m. at the Community Center. Elec-
tions for vice-president, secretary, one 
on-island trustee, and three off-island 
trustees will be held. (So far, only two 
off-island trustees are running.) 

Members will also vote for the Citi-
zen of the Year. If you haven’t already 
cast your ballot, you can bring it to the 
meeting and you can also join GIPOA 
at the meeting and vote. If you are mail-
ing your ballot, be sure it is received by 
June 11. Membership is $10 per indi-
vidual and $15 per family (two votes 
per family). You can also make a dona-
tion to the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold 
Scholarship fund on your membership 
form.

Following the business part of the 
meeting, Guemes Island Assistant Fire 
Chief Olivia Snell will discuss fireworks 
from the perspective of the Guemes Is-
land volunteer fire department. Signs 
discouraging the use of fireworks will be 
available at the meeting (see also article 
on page 19).

For more information, contact Carol 
Pellett at cpellett95@gmail.com or 293-
8128.

GIPOA Annual  
Meeting on June 11

Citizen of the Year to Be Elected
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When What Time Where Contact

Mondays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Wednesdays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Kundalini	Yoga 2:30	-	4:00	pm Church Constance	Mayer	299-3358
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Fridays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221

June	1,	Wed. Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
June	3,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
June	4,	Sat. Dog	Island	Run 10:45	am Park Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
June	5,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
World Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	3:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Environment Movie	Night 6:30	pm Rob	Schroder	588-1639
Day
June	6,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Beginning	of Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Ramadan A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382

GIPAC 6:30	pm Church Patty	Rose	206-660-7697
June	7,	Tues. Brown	Bag	Book	Club 1:30	pm Etta	Harrigan's Connie	Snell	708-3589

Community	Soup	Supper:	Susan	Bassett, 6:00	pm Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
		Points	of	You

June	8,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

June	10,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996
Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

June	11,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
GIPOA	Board	Meeting 9:30	am Library Howard	Pellett	293-8128
GIPOA	Annual	Meeting 7:00	pm Hall Howard	Pellett	293-8128

June	12,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	3:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

June	13,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Fire	Commissioners	Meeting 7:00	pm Fire	Hall Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
Historical	Society 7:00	pm Church Carol	Deach	708-2726

June	14,	Tues. Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Flag	Day

Regularly	Scheduled	Exercise	Classes

Island	Events	by	the	Day

All	events	listed	are	open	to	the	public	(some	require	preregistration).		Asterisk	(*)	indicates	fee	for	event.
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When What Time Where Contact
June	15,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
June	17,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996
Eat	Your	 Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Vegetables	Day
June	18,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Growing	Up	on	Guemes 2:30	pm Hall Carol	Deach	708-2726
June	19,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Fathers'	Day Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	3:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002

Strawberry	Sundae	Social 2:00	-	4:00	pm Hall Edie	Clark	299-3230
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

June	20,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Summer	Solstice Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382
Library	Book	Club 8:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

June	21,	Tues. Community	Soup	Supper:	Jon	Prescott, 6:00	pm Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
		Trip	to	Vietnam

June	22,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

June	24,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am 7133	Glencoe	Ln Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996
Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

June	25,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
June	26,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589

Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	3:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

June	27,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Cemetery	Commissioners	Meeting 6:00	pm Fire	Hall Angie	Veal	293-0925

June	28,	Tues. Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128
June	29,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

UPCOMING July	4	-	Parade,	Hot-dog	Sale,	Car	Show,	Community	Center	Open	House
July	5	through	July	8	-	Science	Camp	for	Kids

To	add	your	event,	email:	calendar@guemestide.org	(by	the	15th	of	the	month).
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By Edith Walden
More than 60 people 

attended the Spring Tal-
ent Show on May 14 at 
the Community Cen-
ter, which was decorat-
ed in a Chinese theme to 
celebrate the Year of the 
Monkey. 

Islander Qi Lou was 
in charge of decorations,  
with Chinese posters and 
paintings on the walls 
and Chinese fortune 
cookies and chopsticks at 
the tables. Qi also made 
several Chinese dishes for the potluck 
dinner that preceded the show.

Although there were only seven acts 
this year, all musical, the quality of the 
performers kept the audience happi-
ly entertained. Darcy Daniells opened 
with two original songs that she accom-
panied with guitar. Qi Lou read a trans-
lation of a 1,000-year-old Chinese poem 
and then danced to the poem as it was 
sung in Chinese. Banjo Eddie and One 
Too Many played four songs with vo-
cals and instrumentals that highlighted 
the considerable talents of Eddie Mik-
losh on banjo, Jack Sparrow and Adam 
Veal on guitar, Michael McGuinness on 

Year of the Monkey Talent Show

mandolin, Randy Rinehart on bass, and 
Andy Gladish on dobro.

Xianna Kelley, 8, played two pieces 
beautifully on violin. Michael McGuin-
ness played and sang two solo pieces  
with guitar accompaniment. A trio with 
John Eric and Corey Freedman on gui-
tar and Jacques Moitoret with percus-
sion played three songs, including a 
whimsical monkey dance song that had 
people in the audience dancing like 
their primate cousins.

The evening was capped off by four 
tunes with Mike Gwost on guitar, Suzie 
Gwost on fiddle, and Dan Burnett sing-
ing and playing guitar. Mike had even 

Onstage from left, Corey Freedman, Jacques Moitoret, and John Eric play  a monkey-dance tune that 
inspires Kathleen Phillips (left) and Qi Lou to dance.

learned to sing “You Are My Sunshine” 
in Chinese, with Qi’s help.

Wendell Phillips did a great job 
managing the sound system for the  
affair.

In between sets, emcees Kathleen 
Phillips and Julie Pingree entertained 
with some very corny jokes and drew 
raffle tickets to award prizes donated 
by island artists and businesses, includ-
ing a $40 gift certificate from Mark 
Linnemann for the new store when it 
opens under his management. The raffle 
raised $550 to benefit the Community 
Center.

The presence of Jane Read, 97, fur-
ther completed the event because she 
has missed only one island Talent Show 
(last year, when she was hospitalized) 
since moving here in 1947. 

The Schoolhouse Park Stage project is now surrounded by a fence and warning 
signs to keep the site safe. The next phase of construction is to fill the foundation 
with dirt and/or gravel and proceed with the flat cement work.

A Sign, a Fence, and a Safer Site
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Guemes Island will be overrun with 
runners and walkers on Saturday, June 
4, for the 19th annual Dog Island Run, 
hosted by the Guemes Island Library. 
The USA Track & Field–certified race 
is sponsored by Skagit Runners and the 
Road Runners Club of America.

The 10K run begins at 10:45 a.m.,  
and the two-mile walk begins at 10:55 
—both at Schoolhouse Park. 

Participants may register online 
through June 3 at databraevents.com 
/dogislandrun or may register the day of 
the race beginning at 8:30 a.m. to 10:40 
a.m. at the Park. Registration the day of 
the race is $30 (cash and checks only); 
it’s $15 for walkers, and children 14 and 
younger are free.

The 10K course begins at the Park 
on Guemes Island Road and runs north 
to North Beach, then to West Beach 
along West Shore Road, and then east 
on Edens Road back to the Park. The 
two-mile walk begins at the northwest 
corner of the Park and proceeds west 
along Edens Road to West Shore Drive 
and then back to the Park.

Supporters and onlookers are wel-
come to gather at the Park for the event. 
The DIGS Kitchen food truck will be 
there, along with live music from the 
Hoe and the Harrow. A free shuttle bus 
will transport runners and visitors from 
the ferry landing to the Park and back. 

For more information, contact Carol 
Pellett at cpellett95@gmail.com. 

10K Run, Two-Mile 
Walk on June 4

By Edith Walden
Numerous special events will be held 

for the community on Monday, July 4, 
beginning with the North Beach parade 
that begins at 11 a.m. near the west end 
of Guemes Island Road at its intersec-
tion with West Shore Road. Anyone can 
join in the parade behind the Guemes 
Island Fire Department rigs, which tra-
ditionally lead off the procession.

From 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., the 
Guemes Island Community Center will 
host an open house. Drop in for a cool 
drink and refreshments, and a view of 
our 102-year-old community gathering 
center.

During those same hours, the Gue-
mes Island Car Show will be on dis-

A Parade of Events on July 4
play. For a suggest-
ed entry fee of $10 
(free for people 16 
and under), bring 
your favorite mode 
of wheeled trans-
portation to be on 
display. Organiz-
er Wendell Phil-
lips says there will 
be many catego-
ries and fun prizes 
during the com-
petition. Preregis-
tration is not re-
quired, but would 
be useful for plan-
ning purposes. 
Contact Phillips 

at guemesislandcarshow@pobox.com or 
299-0068.

At 11:30 a.m. at Schoolhouse Park, 
you can enjoy a famous Guemes Is-
land hot dog. For $5, people from the 
Guemes Island Community Center will 
serve you a delicious dog with trim-
mings (including grilled onions), chips, 
and a beverage. Other island organiza-
tions will have displays at the Park. This 
is a great event for families. 

The impressive Anacortes fireworks 
display can be seen from the South 
Shore, beginning around 10 p.m.

As for personal fireworks, please  
restrict yourself to legal ones and just  
on one day—the 4th (see article on  
page 19). 

Wendell Phillips is organizing another July 4 car show as a fund-
raiser for the Community Center.
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By Holiday Matchett
At the May 9 meet-

ing of the Guemes Island 
Historical Society, Carol 
Shoultz Deach showed 
a film about the boom-
ing fishing and canning 
industry in Anacortes, 
which was created by 
John Tursi in 1953 and 
which he narrated in 
1980.

Between ages 18 and 
20, Carol was a “slimer”  
in Anacortes canneries, 
working with a sharp 
knife. She explained the 
equipment, the process,  
and the life of those 
working in the canner-
ies. Carol and her moth-
er, Alice Shoultz, were 

among the many women and men on Guemes Island who 
crossed the channel daily during the fishing season, in the 
summers. The first cannery opened in 1893, and by 1915 11 
were rapidly canning cod, salmon, and other sea creatures on 
the north shore of Fidalgo Island.

The John Tursi film is in the Anacortes Library. It contains 
amazing footage of the fishing techniques, the fishermen, and 
the boats—including reef netters, gill-netters, trollers, and 
purse seiners—some of which were manufactured in Ana-

The Guemes Island Historical Society 
is sponsoring a new series called “Growing 
Up Guemes.” The first event in the series 
will be held on Saturday, June 18, at 2:30 
p.m. at the Community Center.

A panel of people who grew up on 
Guemes will reflect their experiences from 
the 1920s through the 1940s. Included 
on the panel are Marvin Shoultz and Iris 
Forrester Sherman (’20s); Marie Kager 
Valquist, Robert Kager, and Charles Gilkey 
(’30s); and Barbara Gilkey Kager (’40s).

Tim Wittman will perform live music, 
photos and artifacts will be on display, and 
refreshments will be served. This a golden 
opportunity to hear firsthand about earlier 
life on Guemes—the good old days and 
maybe some not-so-good old days. Every-
one is welcome. For more information, 
contact Carol Deach at 708-2726. 

Where Have All the Big Fish Gone?
cortes. Most startling is 
the quantity of fish sliding 
onto the floors of the can-
nery as the boats unloaded 
their catches. They were 
piled high and had to be 
canned before the workers 
could leave for the night. 
Carol told of a day when 
they had arrived at 8 a.m. 
and did not leave until 
the following morning at 
1 a.m.

The dangers of the 
sharp, fast-moving equip-
ment, the concentration 
required to count each 
process and numbers 
of fish, and the stamina 
needed to stand all day 
were formidable. Carol 
was able to earn enough 
money from this summer 
work to go to college.

The industry flourished for nearly a century, but by 1960 
most of the canneries were closed, and the last one shut down 
in 1999. The fish numbers and size had declined to an un-
profitable level.

At next month’s meeting of the society, on June 13 at 7 
p.m. at the Church, Robert Townsend, grandson of Charlie 
Townsend of the Resort, will speak. 

Memories Come Alive: “Growing Up Guemes”

Mabel Penter Hansen holds Carol 
Deach in front of the Hansen house 
on the dock of the Sebastian Stuart 
cannery.

Guemes residents take a hayride in 1938 in a wagon owned by John Zehner. The wagon 
faces north in front of the property currently owned by Tom Beeler at 7410 Guemes 
Island Road. If you can identify the riders who are not named, contact Tom Deach.

Many of the Guemes Native 
American families worked in the 
Anacortes canneries. Maude Woo-
ten (in white) and her sister Sarah 
Kingston, shown here with Sarah’s 
children Dutch and Rose, were can-
nery workers.
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The Guemes Island Environmen-
tal Trust (GIET) is raising funds for a 
scholarship to send a Skagit County 
teen to a youth leadership program at 
the North Cascades Institute this sum-
mer. This will be the third year that 
GIET will sponsor a student who would 
not have an opportunity to attend with-
out scholarship help.

GIET is also raising money to sup-
port their weed and water programs on 
Guemes to monitor seawater intrusion 
and eradicate noxious weeds.

Donations can be made to GIET at 
P.O. Box 1634, Anacortes, WA 98221. 
Indicate on your check whether the 
money should go to the scholarship, the 
weed and water program, or general ex-
penses.

For more information, contact board 
members Gary Curtis, Juby Fouts, Mar-
ianne Kooiman, Carol and Howard Pel-
lett, or Connie Snell. 

GIET Raises Funds

Left: Islander and Samish elder Julian Fernandez (formerly Bill Bailey) paints his design 
on a new Stillaguamish canoe, assisted by islander Sam Barr (behind him), the cultural 
resource specialist for the Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians. The canoe, the Ishil Yexwela 
(Eagle Goes Paddling), is being prepared for this summer’s Canoe Journey: Paddle to 
Nisqually, from July 30 to August 6. 

Cathy Schoenberg (left) and Paula Peterson work on sewing projects at the Com-
munity Center. Islanders are invited to come every Sunday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. to 
use a sewing machine, work on fabric projects or fiber arts, and/or bring household 
items to swap or give away. For more information, contact Paula at 391-0002.

Sewing and Swapping at the Hall

Eagle Goes Paddling: A Canoe Prepares for Its Journey
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By Edith Walden
The robot known as FRED, short for 

Ferret Robotic Entrenching Device, and 
teammates from the Anacortes FIRST 
(For Inspiration and Recognition of Sci-
ence and Technology) Robotics Team 
3238 made it into the elimination 
rounds at the four-day World Champi-
onship competition in St. Louis from 
April 27 to 30. Islander Katherine But-
ler, 15, is a member of the team.

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Property 

Owners Association (GIPOA) requests 
that islanders and their guests refrain 
from using any illegal fireworks on the 
island. Illegal fireworks are generally 
the explosive ones such as firecrackers, 
rockets, and missiles. 

In addition, limiting the use of 
any fireworks to just the 4th of July is 
also requested by GIPOA. This helps 
preserve the peace and quiet on Guemes 
and protects pets, wildlife, and people in 
ill health from unnecessary trauma. 

Signs reminding people of our 
community values will soon be ap-
pearing along roadsides. To request a 
sign for your property, contact Howard 
Pellett at howardp71@gmail.com or 
293-8128.

It appears that we may have another 
very dry summer. Even legal fireworks 
can cause fires and injuries. You are 
liable for any damages related to the use 
of fireworks, and you may be cited for 
using or possessing illegal ones.

Please keep our island peaceful 
and safe. To hear a perspective about 
fireworks from the Guemes Island 
Fire Department, come to the GIPOA 
annual meeting on June 11 (see article 
on page 12). 

Fireworks on the 4th 
Only—Please

Robot FRED Makes It to Quarterfinals
Although this was 

the fourth year the 
high-school Team 
3238, also known as 
the Cyborg Ferrets, 
has qualified for the 
World Champion-
ships, this is the first 
time the team made 
it into the elimina-
tion rounds.

Katherine was 
among 20,000 stu-
dents in 600 teams 
from about 40 coun-
tries who attended 
the event. The Fer-
rets competed in 10 
qualifying matches, 
finishing with a 7–3 
record, which ranked 
them 15th out of 
75 in their division. 
Team 3238 and their 
alliance partners lost 

in the quarterfinals to the alliance team 
that placed second in the finals. 

Katherine says she loved that there 
were so many different people and 
teams—all interested in robotics. She 
was especially interested in the many 
different paths teams chose to solve the 
same challenge. 

She noted that other teams had bet-
ter coded control systems, and that has 
piqued her interest in being more in-

Katherine Butler (center) discusses her team’s robot with a judge 
at the FIRST World Championships.

volved with coding for next year. She 
told the Tide that one of the main les-
sons she is learning from her experience 
in robotics is how to approach problem 
solving in a unique way.

In addition to the four contest days, 
the team spent an additional day in St. 
Louis, visiting the City Museum and 
the Gateway Arch.

Now the team will focus on fund-
raising to support next year’s robotics 
activities. You can help out by sending 
donations to the Anacortes Robotics 
Booster Club at P.O. Box 1952, Ana-
cortes, WA 98221.

For more information, see page 13 
of the May Tide and team3238.com.

ia
n

 d
o

eb
le

r



20     The Guemes Tide     June 2016

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Chamber 

Music Series will present its sum-
mer concert on Sunday, July 10, at 3 
p.m. at the Community Center. Se-
ries founder and violist Karie Prescott 
is bringing more international stars 
to perform—this year, from Sweden. 
The program will include music by 
Bach, Tor Aulin (Swedish folk music), 
Schubert, Mozart, and Dohnanyi, as 
well as a variety of klezmer pieces.

Tickets for the concert are $20 
and can be purchased from Bob or 
Jacquie Prescott, Anne Casperson,  
or Howard or Carol Pellett, or at  
the door.

The Swedish musicians
Swedish-born violinist Semmy 

Stahlhammer is first concertmaster at 
the Stockholm Royal Opera, teach-
es at the Stockholm Royal College 
of Music, and plays with the Stahl-
hammer Classic Klezmer Ensemble, 
which was founded by his grandfather 
around 1910 in Poland.

Stahlhammer received a BA in music from the Curtis In-
stitute of Music and an MA in music from Kent State Univer-
sity, and has studied at Stockholm Royal Music College, Juil-
liard School, Yale University, the Cleveland Institute of Music, 
and the San Francisco Conservatory. His teachers include 
Isaac Stern, Efrem Zimbalist, Ivan Galamian, Jaime Laredo, 
Henryk Szeryng, and members of the Budapest, Guarneri, 
and Juilliard String Quartets.

Stahlhammer has won numerous international awards and 
prizes, and has appeared as a soloist on more than 20 CDs. 
He is the author of Codename Barber, which was published in 
2010 in English. In his atelier, he restores string instruments 
and has worked on instruments by Stradivarius and Guarner-
ius. This year he was an artist in residence at the University of 
Oregon and will be touring in the US and Canada in July.

Isabel Blommé, cellist and wife of Stahlhammer, has an 
MA in music from the Stockholm Royal Music College and 
an MA in chamber music from the Edsberg Music Institute. 
She has played in the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, the 
Stockholm Royal Opera, and the Swedish Radio Symphony 
Orchestra and has performed in international music festivals 
in Europe, Scandinavia, and America.

She is a member of the Indra String Quartet and the 
Stahlhammer Klezmer Classic Ensemble. She has toured ex-
tensively in the Baltic countries, Israel, Macedonia, Italy, and 
Canada. Blommé has been an artist in residence at the Banff 
Music Centre for the Arts and was awarded an Ingmar Berg-

Chamber Music Series Resumes on July 10
man grant, an Anders Wall grant, a 
Gabriel Urwitz grant, and a Swedish 
Arts Council grant. 

Cellist Atida Munthe Stahlham-
mer, Semmy’s daughter, will also per-
form at the concert. Atida started 
playing violin when she was five and 
cello at eight. She is currently study-
ing at the Royal College of Music in 
London, and has previously studied 
at the Norwegian Academy of Mu-
sic. She recently soloed in the Goulda 
cello concert with the Nordic Youth 
Orchestra in Sweden, where she has 
been principal cellist since 2013. 

She has performed at the Swedish 
Royal Castle and at the Norwegian 
Opera. 

The other players
Accordion and bayan player Ser-

gei Teleshev will join the ensemble to 
play klezmer music. 

Teleshev was classically trained at 
the Voronezh State Academy of Arts 
in Russia and has won many regional 
and international accordion competi-

tions. He is a member of Trio Voronezh and Valinor Quartet 
and, as a composer, arranger, and performer, collaborates and 
records with many internationally recognized artists, ensem-
bles, and orchestras, including London Philharmonic Orches-
tra. Sergei has been a jury member at international accordi-
on competitions in Russia, Canada, and the US, and recently 

Prior to the Guemes Island Chamber Music Series con-
cert at 3 p.m. on Sunday, July 10 (see accompanying article), 
islanders and guests will have a chance to meet and mingle 
with the musicians and listen to them play at a fund-raising 
event on Saturday, July 9, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Fellowship 
Hall of the Guemes Island Community Church.

Appetizers and wine will be served throughout the 
event. Around 4:30 p.m., the musicians will play a 45- 
minute program of chamber music that will be exclusive 
to this event. Following the program, guests will be able to 
meet, converse, and share a glass of wine with the musicians. 

Space is limited. Reservations, and payment of $30, are 
necessary for accurate planning purposes. Proceeds for the 
event go to support the activities of the nonprofit Guemes 
Island Chamber Music Series board. Your donations are tax-
deductible. 

To make reservations, contact Jacquie Prescott at  
jacquieprescott@gmail.com or 588-8206.

Meet and Hear the Musicians

Semmy Stahlhammer, an internationally re-
nowned violinist from Sweden, is among the 
musicians featured in the July 10 concert in the 
Guemes Island Chamber Music Series.
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won the National V-Accordion Competition. He performed 
with Stahlhammer and Blommé in April in Eugene, Oregon, 
where he lives and teaches. 

Violist Karie Prescott founded the Guemes Island Cham-
ber Music Series in 2007 and brings talented musicians to 
play chamber music twice a year on Guemes. Her career as a 
freelance recording artist is based in Los Angeles, where she 
recently accompanied Rene Fleming and Placido Domingo 
with the LA Opera Orchestra, recorded soundtracks for up-
coming movies Finding Dory and Star Trek Beyond, and will 
be playing La Bohème, conducted by Gustavo Dudamel, in 
June with the LA Opera Orchestra.

She has soloed with the Seattle Symphony and the Ameri-
can Ballet Theatre Orchestra and has performed frequently 
with the LA Philharmonic, the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, 
and the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra. She was a professor 
at Pepperdine University for 12 years.

A music sampler
The day before the concert, Saturday, July 9, a fund-raising 

event for the series will be held (see sidebar on page 20).
For more information about the chamber concert, the  

visiting musicians, and the Chamber Music Series, see  
guemeschambermusic.wordpress.com. Tax-deductible con-
tributions to support the musicians can be sent to Guemes 
Chamber Music, P.O. Box 121, Anacortes, WA 98221. 

From left, David Baer, Kit Harma, Sally Stapp, Ian Woofenden, 
Dave Rogers, and Ryan Banyard take a break while installing 
a new bench on the Guemes Mountain Trail on May 7. All the 
materials, supplies, and tools had to be pushed and pulled 
up the trail by hand, providing a workout for all involved. The 
bench provides a welcome resting point about halfway up 
the mountain.
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Hard Work to Make a Resting Place
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Earl Cahail died on April 19 at age 94.
He was born in Anacortes to Alice Kellogg, an 

early-day “schoolmarm” and college graduate, and 
building contractor/trade unionist Ira Earl Cahail, 
descendants of Whidbey Island pioneers. The Ca-
hails purchased property on Guemes Island in 1912.

Earl was raised in genteel poverty on Guemes 
during the Great Depression, on what he described 
as a stump farm, where he and his younger sibling 
Margaret “harvested a crop of rocks every year with 
our little wagons.” He attended a two-room school-
house on Guemes, then high school in Anacortes, 

often rowing to make the Guemes Channel crossing. 
At his mother’s insistence, the family moved into Anacortes so Earl and his sister 

could participate in after-school activities. Teenaged Earl worked for the Black Ball 
Ferry Line in summer, first loading cars, then as a “galley pot walloper” between 
Anacortes and Victoria. After his graduation with honors from Anacortes High 
School in 1939, his father insisted he attend business college in Mount Vernon, 
hoping Earl would join him in the contracting business. Earl paid his way by work-
ing in a frozen-food processing plant and a hotel restaurant kitchen before he was 
granted a scholarship to Whitman College. 

Threatened with the draft, he left college to serve in the US Army during 
WWII, training at Fort Douglas, Utah. He was deployed to Saipan, where he lis-
tened to recordings of the founding of the United Nations and was determined to 
work for the UN, after experiencing firsthand what world war could be. 

After five years working in Europe, in 1954 he secured a position in the UN Of-
fice of Public Information at its new headquarters in New York. For almost three 
decades, Earl managed the expanding cadre of broadcast news correspondents and 
filmmakers during key moments in history. 

Earl left the UN in 1982, returning to Guemes to enjoy waterfront living and 
the outdoors—hunting, fishing, motorbiking, and sailing his El Toro. Earl champi-
oned the environmental protection of the San Juan Islands—as a volunteer shell-
fish health monitor on Guemes’s North Beach, and later, as chair of “Save the San 
Juans,” the successful 1989 campaign to prevent pollution of Samish Bay by indus-
trial seaweed aquaculture. In the 1990s he volunteered with the Historic Seattle 
Preservation and Development Authority, photographing the restoration of preser-
vation projects that became low-income affordable housing. 

He was preceded in death by his elder half-brother, Frederick Kellogg Miller, 
and sister, Margaret Cahail Walsh. He is survived by his wife, Barbara Stenson Spa-

eth, of Seattle; stepdaughter Katherine 
Spaeth (Matthew Linn), of Castro Val-
ley, California; stepson Eric Stenson, of 
Redmond; and devoted nephew David 
Hemingson (Tori Morsel) of Bel Air, 
California. 

A celebration of Earl’s life was 
held on May 6 at Epiphany Episcopal 
Church in Seattle. Donations are sug-
gested to the Anacortes Schools Foun-
dation college scholarship program 
at anacortesschoolsfoundation.org, or 
a charity of your choice. 

Rebecca Ann (Blessing) Rector 
passed away on May 19 in Anacortes. 

Born on September 11, 1959, in 
Covina, California, Rebecca was the 
daughter of Margaret Jean Berger, step-
father Clarke Berger, and father Fredrick 
Blessing. She was educated in Califor-
nia and Alaska and received an associ-
ate in arts degree at Kenai Community 
College. 

In 2008, Rebecca moved with her 
son and daughter to Guemes Island, 
where she ran her own business doing 
housecleaning and maintaining vacation 
homes. 

Rebecca spent her life helping people 
and was very committed to her family, 
friends, and community. Activities she 
enjoyed most included spending time 
with family, crafting, and cooking. She 
especially loved spending time on the 
beach. 

Rebecca leaves behind her children 
Sarah and Jacob Rector; grandson Tal-
on Woodruff; brother Ronald Holmes; 
mother, Margaret Berger, and stepfather, 
Clarke Berger; along with her extend-
ed family and friends whom she loved 
dearly.  

A memorial service was held at 
Edens Cemetery on May 24, with ar-
rangements by Evans Funeral Chapel. 
To share memories of Rebecca, please 
sign the online guest register at evan-
schapel.com. Donations may be made 
in care of Sarah Rector, 1914 9th St., 
Anacortes, WA 98221. 

•  in memoriam •

Rebecca RectorEarl Cahail

bikespot 
bicycle repair 
sales & service 
parts & accessories 
210 Commercial Ave. 
360-588-1676 
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•  in memoriam •

Jack Erwin Fees 
passed away on May 
16, in Anacortes, at 
the age of 82. He 
was born on Sep-
tember 11, 1933, in 
Fresno, California, 
to Lowell and Alma 
Fees, the fourth of 
their six children.

Jack served his 
country faithfully in 
the US Navy aboard 
the USS Oriskany 
CVA-34 during the 
Korean War. He was 
a proud veteran and 
enjoyed telling sto-
ries from his time in 
service.

He worked for 
Southern Califor-
nia Edison as a line-

man for 13 years. He then moved to Snohomish and worked 
another 25 years as a lineman and foreman for Snohomish 
County PUD.  

Jack enjoyed giving back to his community and served as a 
board member of the Snohomish County PUD Credit Union 
for 24 years. He especially loved playing Santa for underprivi-

Myron “Mike” Kluge Jr., 78, of Oak 
Harbor, passed away on Monday, Febru-
ary 29, in Mount Vernon.

He was born on August 27, 1937, in 
Los Angeles, where he was raised. At 13, 
he started supporting his family as an 
apprentice electrician, an occupation he 
continued for the rest of his life. While 
in Los Angeles, he did electrical work for 
Universal Studios and numerous actors 
and celebrities, along with his son, Mi-
chael. 

He moved to Oak Harbor in 1997 
and worked with Michael at Island Elec-
tric until Michael formed his own com-
pany in 2004, and “Mike” joined M. 
Kluge & Sons. He performed many electrical jobs on Guemes 
Island, and the company has been a longtime advertiser in the 
Evening Star and the Guemes Tide. 

Jack Fees

Myron Kluge

leged children during Christmastime. He and his wife, Judy, 
played Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus for over 20 years, delighting 
many, young and old.

Jack married Judy on February 15, 1975, at Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church in Snohomish, combining their fami-
lies. Together they raised their four children in Snohomish 
and lived there until 1995, when Jack retired and they moved 
to live full time on Guemes Island.  

Over the years, Jack, or “Graybeard” to his beach buddies, 
had become an excellent fisherman and loved to be out in his 
boat fishing or crabbing. On the island, he continued to con-
tribute to his community by serving six years as fire commis-
sioner for the Guemes Island Fire Department. Jack and Judy 
also hosted countless celebrations at their home on Guemes 
for friends and family, as he loved to have fun and was loved 
by many.

Jack was a loving husband, father, brother, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, and friend. He will be dearly missed by his 
sister, Delores Johnson, and his brother, Robert Fees, along 
with his loving wife, Judy Fees, and his four children, Teri 
Shoemaker and husband Mike, Brian Fees and wife Sheri, Ju-
lie Fees and significant other Falco, and Tracy Kasemeier and 
husband David. He will also be missed by his grandchildren, 
Nicole Stark, Allycia Green, Levi Whiting (who preceded him 
in death), Derek Shoemaker, Matthew Kasemeier, and Kate 
Kasemeier, along with seven great-grandchildren.

A private graveside service will be held at Fern Hill Ceme-
tery, with arrangements by Evans Funeral Chapel, followed by 
a celebration of life later this summer. 

His hobby was building race cars.
Myron was a teacher and mentor to 

many. His special brand of humor en-
deared him to all, and his values of in-
tegrity, service, strength, and family have 
been an inspiration.

He is survived by his children, Cyn-
thia L. Logan, Shawna P. Kluge, and 
Michael C. Kluge; his grandchildren, 
Jessica, Jonathan, Sarah, Joshua, Elijah, 
Christopher, Austin, and Breanna; his 
great-grandchildren, Emma, Liam, Au-
brey, Anthony, Samuel, Makenzie, and 
Alexis; his nephews, Anthony, Joseph, 
and Marty; his nieces, Laura and Joy; 
and his sister, Gloria, and brother, Mel-

vin. In addition, he is survived by his former wife and lifelong 
companion, Malka Golden-Wolfe. 

Arrangements were in the care of Evans Funeral Chapel. 
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Five Years Ago
A new trail to the top of 

Guemes Mountain is officially 
opened by the Skagit Land Trust.

Dave Wolf and Deb Bear  
report that their self-built solar 
array slightly exceeded projec-
tions, generating 33.86 mega-
watts of power in its first year. 
(The US Department of Energy 
says the average American house-
hold consumes 10.66 megawatts 
annually).

Malia Prescott, Mirissa Bosch, 
Lori Stamper, and Ara Verba-
no are awarded Betty Crookes 
Guemes Gold Scholarships

—Guemes Tide, June 2011
 

Ten Years Ago
Secret Harbor School on Cypress 

Island will continue operations for an-
other year as the administration seeks to 
move the operation to a location near 
Bellingham. The Cypress property has 
been sold to the Department of Natural 
Resources in a budget move. 

The Ferry Committee formally re-
quests the Board of County Com-
missioners hold off on extending late 
ferry hours Monday through Thurs-
day due to several concerns, including 
a $1,000,000 projected budget short-

fall, not including the $300,000 the late 
hours will add. 

—Evening Star, June 2006
 

Twenty Years Ago
Maud Wooten, the last surviving 

offspring of the 14 children of Guemes 
pioneers Jim and Louise (Cayou) Mat-
thews, dies April 3 at the age of 93. She 
outlived her husband Thomas “Jeff” 
Wooten and all three of her sons. Sur-
vivors include three grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. 

Sylvia Stapp Carothers, a Guemes 

Island fan since 1921, is the sub-
ject of a piece by Karen Everett 
featuring a favorite crab Louis 
recipe.

Jackie Gladish explains how 
to save a bald eagle in distress, 
following a rescue of one spotted 
in trouble on West Shore. 

—Evening Star, June 1996
 

Fifty Years Ago
“The Women’s Fellowship of 

the Guemes Community Church 
held a potluck supper in hon-
or of their minister and his wife, 
Rev. and Mrs. Ollie Jokisaari.”

—Anacortes American,  
June 10, 1966

 
Ninety-Eight Years Ago

“The passing of John Witten 
Shriver, June 15, 1918, marked the clos-
ing of a long and useful life of another  
of those heroic pioneers who braved  
the dangers of the frontier, blazed the 
trail and laid the foundation of the  
great commonwealth which we now  
enjoy.” Shriver was born June 15,  
1833, in Ohio and came to homestead 
on Guemes in 1871, where he resided 
the rest of his life. “He was an honest 
man . . . a splendid neighbor and a  
never failing friend.”

—Guemes Beachcomber,  
June 17, 1918

Sylvia Stapp was six when the family moved to Anacortes 
in 1913. They bought property on Guemes in 1921 for 
$35—“a steal, even then.” Following a career in education  
and social work in New York and Florida, and the death 
of her huband, Sam Carothers, in 1966, she returned to 
Guemes in 1972 and became a respected community  
volunteer. Here she rides in Jeff Gent’s Jeepster in the  
2000 Fourth of July Parade.
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