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By Edith Walden
More than 45 islanders attended the Public Ferry Forum 

on April 12. Also present were Skagit County Commissioners 
Ron Wesen, Lisa Janicki, and Ken Dahlstedt, Skagit County 
Public Works Director Dan Berentson, County Engineer Paul 
Randall-Grutter, Public Works Controller Jim Mickel, and 
Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe.

Rowe got straight to the bottom line at the beginning of 
the meeting, announcing that the draft of the 2016 Fare Rev-
enue Target Report indicated that no fare increase would be 
needed this year. She noted that for the first time in history, 
fare-box revenue exceeded $1 million.

Part of the reason no fare increase is needed was the other 
news that no haulout is scheduled for 2016. The next haulout 
is scheduled for spring of 2017, in an effort to move the an-
nual haulouts to spring instead of fall. Islanders should not 
completely relax, though, because the 36-year-old vessel 
might require an unscheduled haulout during the year.

In reviewing the Revenue Target Report, Rowe noted that 
fare-revenue requirements were exceeded in 2015 by $10,005, 
and the projected surplus for 2016 is $67,211 (the surplus is 
a benefit of not having a haulout in 2016).

Speaking for the Ferry Committee, Steve Orsini and Al-
len Bush objected to projections for 2016 being part of the 
2015 Revenue Target Report, stating their understanding that 

Ferry Forum: No Fare Increase, No Haulout

Islanders attend a Public Ferry Forum on April 12 to hear Ferry Op-
erations Division Manager Rachel Rowe (with microphone) discuss 
ferry issues. All three county commissioners were present, along 
with three senior Public Works officials.

On April 29, the Linnemann family, owners of the Guemes 
Island Resort, purchased Anderson’s General Store. See 
story on page 8.

Store Has New Owner

such projections were not part of the county resolution that 
dictates the formula for determining fares and the report-
ing requirements. (The Ferry Committee had met with Rowe 
the previous week at her invitation and had voiced this con-
cern. In a subsequent meeting initiated by Rowe after the fo-
rum, the Ferry Committee and Jim Mickel reached consensus 
amicably about the placement of the 2016 projections that 
are needed to responsibly run the Ferry Division and provide 
commissioners with the overview they require.)

The final 2016 Ferry Fare Revenue Target Report that was 
presented to the county commissioners on April 26 is avail-
able at skagitcounty.net/ferry and linetime.org.

Ferry Feasibility Study still in the works 
Rowe reviewed the electric-ferry proposal that had been 

presented to Public Works and the Ferry Committee last year. 
She outlined the research that Public Works has been doing to 
determine whether an all-electric ferry would be appropriate 
for the Guemes run and to find possible funding.

Currently a propulsion study is being conducted to de- 
termine how much energy is needed to run the ferry. The  
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Letters

A Memorial Day Ceremony at Edens 
Cemetery will be conducted in the 
morning on Monday, May 30, by the 
Anacortes chapter of the American Le-
gion. Check the chalkboard at the ferry 

landing 
for the 
exact time. 
Left: Gerry 
Bosworth 
places 
flags on 
veterans’ 
graves to 
honor  
Memorial  
Day last 
year.
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Democratic thanks
Dear Guemes Democrats,
Although caucuses can be challeng-

ing, they are still the only way that our 
delegates are elected from our neighbor-
hoods, rather than at the state level, to 
participate in the selection of our presi-
dential nominee.  

Thanks to all 114 of you who par-
ticipated in the Guemes Island Demo-
cratic Caucus.

It was our biggest turnout ever. But 
in spite of the crowding and the usual  
delays and confusion, all of you were 
patient and many of you were generous 
with donations to support the Skagit 
County Democratic Party. Guemes 
Democrats are great!

—Gail Nicolls, Precinct Committee 
Officer for Precinct 127

Kudos for GICCA service
I am writing to extend my appreci-

ation for those who have worked on  
the Guemes Island Community Cen- 
ter Association (GICCA) board in the  
recent past.

Norm Prewitt stepped up to be our 
treasurer, for which we were most grate-
ful. Norm is a gentleman in every sense 
of the word and brought detail to the 
accounting reports, which he delivered 

faithfully every month. We all miss him 
and his honest, gently delivered opin-
ions. He is an example for all of us.

Jon Petrich brought youth and vital-
ity to an aging board, volunteered read-
ily, and was always upbeat and helpful. 
We understand that due to claims his 
personal and professional lives make  
on him, he stepped aside. We are so 
grateful for the time he spent with us 
and for introducing Sarah Sibley to 
work with us. 

Kelly Bush is greatly missed by the 
board for her artistic flair and organi-
zational skills. She is a woman of great 
strength, who divides her time be-
tween her family and her country. We 
were most fortunate to have her on the 
board. The Easter Egg Dash and the 
parties that she promoted were always 
successful and leave lovely memories.

These three people volunteered their 
time and energy to move the goals of 
GICCA in a positive direction, and they 
are remembered for their true spirit of 
selflessness.

If you are reading this, I hope that 
when the time comes for new members 
to be elected, you will consider offering 
your support to our association.

Thank you,
—Lynne Myall, GICCA vice-president

Honoring Those Who Served
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analysis of the propulsion study is expected to be complete  
by the end of May. At that time, Rowe anticipates that the 
feasibility study will be completed also, including research for 
other propulsion systems such as hybrid, diesel, hydrogen fuel 
cells, and propane systems. Also included will be a determi-
nation from PSE as to how much electrical power would be 
available for an electric ferry. 

Forty-five minutes of the meeting were reserved for ques-
tions from islanders. In a discussion of possible funding re-
sources, most promising was a Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant that is fund-
ed every year by the US Department of Transportation. A  
TIGER grant would provide 100 percent of the funding  
for rural transportation projects.

Commissioners conclude
At the end of the meeting, the commissioners responded. 

Janicki expressed her excitement about the all-electric ferry 
concept, saying, “In a perfect world, I would love to see an 
electric ferry of some sort running across that channel. I just 
think the fit is so perfect.”

“Show me the money,” Dahlstedt started out. “You know 
that’s always the challenge for all of us.” He described his 
trips to Washington DC in February and March to search for 
funds. He is finding that funding seems to be promising for 
new technology. “This is one green project that really has a lot 
of potential operationally to save a lot of money,” he noted, 
recalling that the electric ferry in Norway uses $14 worth of 
electricity to make its 20-minute trip.

He suggested that if electric technology is the potential for 
the future, there might be money readily available for a pilot  
project. Apparently Norway is considering converting its 
entire fleet of 90 ferries to electric propulsion, he was told. 
When he talked to the Department of Energy, they suggested 
that he contact the navy due to concerns about pollution and 
noise that is disrupting the orca population, in addition to the 
need to clean up Puget Sound. “We’re all going to work really 
hard to try to come up with the money,” he concluded.

Wesen talked about the commissioners’ trip to look at the 
vanadium batteries. He emphasized the need to study the dif-
ferent technologies, and to make sure they are going to work 
before we decide what kind of ferry to get. “I appreciate the 
expertise on the island here,” he acknowledged. “There’s a lot 
of people here with a lot of knowledge, a lot of understand-
ing, and a lot of history. I think that’s very important that we 
put that into our thought matter as we make these choices go-
ing forward.”  He also cautioned that citizens across the coun-
ty are concerned about the amount of money that is coming 
out of the road fund to support the ferry, noting that in 2011 
the road fund contribution was about $300,000 and now it 
is over $1million. That means other county roads don’t get 
chipped or sealed and people are noticing, he suggested. All 
the more reason, he concluded, to find another technology 
that could reduce operating expenses. 

A stretch of about 90 feet on a South Shore bluff fell to 
the beach in March following some substantial storms. 
The property owner had cleared that section on top of the 
30-foot bluff to enhance the view. While the “feeder bluffs” 
along many of Guemes’s shores erode naturally, providing 
habitat for marine life, maintaining healthy stands of native 
vegetation holds soil and water and can help prevent mas-
sive slides like this one.

From Bluff to Beach
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4     The Guemes Tide     May 2016

By Edith Walden
Vice-president Lynne Myall presid-

ed over a generally calm meeting of the 
Guemes Island Community Center As-
sociation (GICCA) board on April 21. 

During the meeting, which was at-
tended by about 30 people, the board 
made several decisions about spending 
money.

Trustee Rob Schroder reported that 
he has researched standby generators 
and recommended that GICCA pur-
chase one from Costco. He estimated 
that the cost of the generator and instal-
lation would be approximately $4,000. 
Following a discussion to explain the 
need for the generator, the board voted 
unanimously to make the purchase.

The Community Center is desig-
nated as a place of shelter in case of an 
emergency. Whether for a family in 
need of temporary housing due to a 
fire, for example, or for multiple island-
ers in case of a general catastrophe, the 

GICCA Meets, Will Purchase Standby Generator
Center is part of the island’s emergen-
cy preparedness plan designed by the 
Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT). 

In that plan, the Fire Hall would be 
used for medical treatment and a com-
munication center, the Church would 
be used to feed people, and the Hall 
would be used for housing. 

Electricity is needed to provide water 
from the well that is shared by both the 
Church and the Hall. The Hall would 
need enough electricity to provide heat 
and lighting. The two small portable 
generators that GICCA has been using 
for emergencies are mostly inoperable 
and could never provide enough backup 
for the two-week or more period during 
which the island might be isolated in a 
widespread catastrophe such as a major 
earthquake with tsunami.

The automatic standby propane gen-
erator, when hooked up to a large pro-
pane tank, could do the job.

By Edith Walden
On April 4, a 

year after the pour 
of the concrete pad 
for the Schoolhouse 
Park Stage, work 
began for the Stage 
foundation. Con-
tractor Bill Chag-
non and his em-
ployees Paul Mach 
and Steve Bailey 
began the complex 
work of building 
the forms for the 
concrete founda-
tion. 

They were as-
sisted by numerous 
island volunteers who bent rebar, drilled 
holes in the existing pad to anchor the 
vertical rebar inside the forms, helped 
tie the rebar, cut wood for bracing the 
forms, helped tamp and settle the con-
crete in the forms during the pour, and 
assisted with cleanup and other organi-
zational tasks. 

Schoolhouse Park Stage Foundation Is Poured

An attractive nuisance 
Board members reported that they 

had consulted with an attorney about li-
abilities regarding the Schoolhouse Park 
Stage project. Now that construction is 
under way (see article above) the site has 
become what is known in legal terms as 
“an attractive nuisance.” As such, efforts 
need to be made to prevent people, es-
pecially children, from entering the site 
where they could be injured. The board 
voted to construct a fence around the 
construction site and to post signs warn-
ing unauthorized visitors to stay out. 
The fence was erected on April 23.

Other liabilities that need to be ad-
dressed, according to the attorney, re-
gard the use of volunteers during con-
struction. The use of liability waivers 
was discussed, along with providing per-
sonal safety equipment. The board will 
explore its options.

Further discussions about the next 

Above: : Contractor Bill Chagnon (left) steadies the chute while 
laborers and volunteers tamp and settle the concrete in the founda-
tion forms for the Schoolhouse Park Stage. Right: Former structural 
engineer Gary Curtis (left) consults with Chagnon.

Chagnon singled out Daniel Gwost 
for his dedication and useful and fre-
quent assistance as a volunteer.

On April 25 and 26, the forms  
were torn off from the foundation.  
The next phase will be to backfill the 
outside walls and start grading the rest 
of the site.

Following at least 10 days to cure the 
cement, the schedule calls for building 
the forms for the cement flat work.

It’s taken six years, but everyone  
involved in the planning and fundrais-
ing for the project is happy to finally 
see the Stage starting to rise from the 
ground. 

(continued on page 5)
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construction phases and the need for 
clear communication among all the par-
ticipants, for a budget forecast, and for 
significant fundraising followed. Some 
disagreements were aired, but it was 
clear that everyone in the room wanted 
the project to be successfully complet-
ed, wants volunteers to be involved, and 
wants the project done “in the spirit of 
Guemes.”

Upcoming events
Qi Lou presented her ideas for creat-

ing a Chinese theme for the upcoming 
Spring Talent Show on May 14 (see ar-
ticle at left).

Diane Murray announced Ground-
floor Guemes’s plan for hosting the sec-
ond Solstice Strawberry Sundae Social 
that will be held on Sunday, June 19, 
(Father’s Day) from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
Community Center. Two sizes of sun-
daes with ice cream and organic straw-
berries will be served, and the event is 
designed to provide a time for friends 
and neighbors to gather for treats and 
socializing.

Paula Peterson announced her plans 
to hold a sewing and crafting gather-
ing from 10 a.m. to around 3 p.m. on 
Sundays at the Community Center (see 
article on page 17). She wants this event 
to also be an opportunity for people to 
bring clothing and household items to 
swap or give away.

The next GICCA meeting will be 
held at the Community Center at 7 
p.m. on Thursday, May 19. 

By Edith Walden
If you haven’t already signed up your 

act for the annual Spring Talent Show 
on Saturday, May 14, time’s a-wastin’. 
This year’s Chinese-themed event will 
begin with a potluck at 6 p.m. at the 
Guemes Island Community Center,  
and the talent show will commence  
at 7 p.m. 

Last year, a dozen acts kept the 
crowd thoroughly entertained with a 
bounty of talent from more than two 
dozen islanders. A silent auction and 

Hone Your Talent for May 14

Left: Qi Lou performed a beautiful Chinese peacock 
dance at last year’s Talent Show. Above: Lorrie Steele’s 
tap-dancing “flappers” received rousing applause for 
their energetic number at last year’s event.

raffle with donations from island organi-
zations, artists, and businesses will help 
raise money for the Community Center.

Come join the fun, and cheer on 
your brave friends and neighbors who 
are willing to share their talents for your 
enjoyment in our close-knit community 
setting.

To register your act or for more in-
formation, contact Kathleen Phillips at 
kathleenphillips@outlook.com or 299-
0068. 

By Edith Walden
The DIGS food truck at the Guemes 

Island Resort was a very popular place 
on April 9. The Wreck Room was 
packed with people listening to the 
bluegrass music of Jacob Navarro and 
Danny Barnes. Outside at picnic tables  
and around a firepot, unexpected 
crowds of people mingled with each 
other in the spring evening. Parking was 
at a premium and customers needed to 
be very patient while waiting for their 
pizzas (DIGS turned out over 97 that 
night). It was one of those quintessential 
Guemes evenings.

More music events are scheduled  
for May, and the menu will be burgers,  
seafood, and salads. Musicians will play 
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Boat 
Launch (or Wreck Room, if the weather 
is poor) at the Guemes Island Resort.

On May 7, the Sky Colony Duo 
performs contemporary folk music. 
On May 14, The Scarlet Locomotive, 

DIGS Schedules Music for May
with Arielle Bess Luckmann and Ted 
O’Connell, plays folk/blues/Americana 
music. On May 28, Ben Starner and 
Phil Nakano plus special guests will  
perform jazz with keyboard, percussion, 
sax, and vocals. 

Mark and Kelly Linnemann, own-
ers of the Guemes Island Resort, were 
honored in the recent “Best of Skagit 
2016” issue of Cascadia Weekly, where 
the resort was named the best bed and 
breakfast in Skagit County. “This little 
gem allows for spectacular views that 
won’t hurt your pocketbook and can ac-
commodate just about everyone, includ-
ing Fido. If you’re looking for a relaxing 
spot away from the crowds but with all 
the modern amenities of home, this is 
your place,” the Weekly proclaimed.

For more about the resort, visit 
guemesislandresort.com. For informa-
tion about the DIGS food truck, see the 
message board at linetime.org or call the 
truck at 826-2233. 

GICCA MEETING
(continued from page 4)
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Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think readers might want to know 
about more than a month in advance.

•• The second annual Solstice Strawberry Sundae Social will be held on Sunday, 
June 19, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Community Center.

•• Science Camp will be held for youngsters 4 through 11 on July 5 through 8.
•• The Guemes Island Chamber Music Series summer concert will be held on July 

10 and will feature renowned Swedish musicians Semmy Stahlhammer and Isabel 
Blomme, as well as Stahlhammer’s daughter Atida.

•• Howard Pellett will be collecting good used stuff for Shipwreck Day on July  
16. (The Guemes Island Firefighters Association will not be holding a garage sale  
this year.)

•Save the Date•

Iris Sherman will celebrate her 94th birthday on May 29.
She was born in the West Virginia coal town of Jenkin Jones and came to 

Guemes with her family (the Forresters) when she was five years old. The family 
home, which was accessed off Edens Road on the west side of where the Deaches 
live, burned twice. 

She attended the Guemes School through the eighth grade and then went to 
Anacortes High School for one year. She also regularly attended Sunday School  
and Sunday services at the church. Her best friends were Beatrice Strickland, Joyce 
Taylor, and June LeVeque. 

After high school she married Earl Sherman, whose family used to own the 
Coey property. She now lives with her son, Marty, in Rochester, Washington. She 
still loves Guemes Island. She plans to celebrate her birthday with three of her chil-
dren. She reports, “I plan on living to 101. That’s enough!” 

By Edith Walden
For a while, there had been some 

talk in the Women’s Fellowship that 
maybe they would not continue with 
their traditional Memorial Day Pie Sale 
this year. (It’s a lot of work, as this writer 
can testify, and no one is aging back-
wards, no matter how Joost Businger 
counts his birthdays.)

But the Pie and Baked Goods Sale  
is on for Saturday, May 28, beginning  
at 10 a.m. at the Church (no early sales). 
Experienced pie lovers know to arrive 
early and wait in line. The whole, home-
baked pies go fast (often in 15 minutes).

In addition to whole pies, pie by the 
slice with ice cream and coffee will be 
sold, along with brownies, cookies, and 
other treats.

Islanders are encouraged to bring 
donations of fruit-filled pies (pies with 
eggs or dairy products cannot be accept-
ed) or baked goods to the Church by 
9:30 a.m. Proceeds support the charity 
work of the Women’s Fellowship.

If you have extra pie tins to donate, 
please bring them to the Church by 
May 27. To help bake on Friday, May 
27, come to the Church anytime after 
10 a.m. For more information, contact 
Peggy Pair at 293-5022 or Anne Pass-
arelli at 299-2549. 

Community Soup Supper programs will be presented on the first and third 
Tuesdays in May at the Church. Volunteers prepare a simple free supper of soup  
at 6 p.m., and a program follows at 7 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

On May 3, islander Marlene Kleven will present a program titled “American 
Quilts: Something Old, Something New.” Kleven, who made her first quilt over 
40 years ago, will trace the history of quilts, which began out of necessity and has 

become a modern-day nicety—and a multibillion-dollar 
industry. She will bring some of her favorite quilts to il-
lustrate the progress of quilting from the 1800s to the 
present, and will focus on how patterns and methods for 
quilt-making have changed over two centuries. You may 
bring your own quilt to learn more about it.

On May 17, Yadi Young and islanders who recently  
accompanied her on a trip to Costa Rica (see page 16 of 

the March Tide) will talk about the trip to her native land. During the dinner part 
of the evening, she will play a video of nature scenes accompanied by music in-
spired by the sounds in the natural world. The program will include a question-
and-answer session for Yadi and the other island participants. She will also describe 
her plans for another guided trip to Costa Rica next year. 

Community Soup Supper Schedule

Happy Birthday, Iris Sherman

Pie Sale Continues

Zoanne Hyland completes her transaction 
with Pie and Bake Sale coordinator Peggy 
Pair at last year’s event.
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By Edith Walden
The 19th annual Dog Island 

Run, hosted by the Guemes Is-
land Library, will be held on Sat-
urday, June 4, at Schoolhouse 
Park. Runners will start the 10K 
(6.2-mile) run at 10:45 a.m. At 
10:55, walkers begin a two-mile 
course down Edens Road.

The run is certified by USA 
Track & Field and is sponsored 
by Skagit Runners and the Road 
Runners Club of America. The 
race is not chip timed.

The challenging 10K course 
runs north along Guemes Island 
Road to North Beach and on to 
West Shore Road, returning to 
the Park via Edens Road. Island-
ers should plan their travel ac-
cordingly that morning.

A free shuttle bus will be available to transport participants 
from the ferry landing to and from Schoolhouse Park.

Runners 15 and older may preregister online or by mail 

By Edith Walden
The Raise the Stage Music Fest was a huge success at the Guemes Is-

land Community Center on April 16, and the event generated $1,491 
in proceeds for the Schoolhouse Park Stage project. About 125 people 
turned out to enjoy music, pizza, and beer and wine during the evening. 
Lots of young families with babes in arms and toddlers were able to at-
tend partly because childcare was provided at the Guemes Island Com-
munity Church.

Four local bands played sets of music for listening and dancing: Ban-
jo Eddie and One Too Many, Crazy like a Fox, the Mosstones, and Sky 
All Around.

DIGS Kitchen brought an insulated container with 
trays of parbaked pizza by the slice to finish baking in 
their pizza oven that they brought to the Hall kitchen. 
Music lovers could eat, dance, and be merry. Beer and 
wine sales brought in approximately $500 for the Stage.

Guemes Island Community Center Association trustee 
and event organizer Sarah Sibley thanks the bands for do-
nating their time, the talented Karl Blau for running the 
sound system, the volunteers who gave their time to of-
fer childcare and work the door and the bar, and Mark 
Linnemann for bringing DIGS to the event. “And, of 
course,” she told the Tide, “I thank all the islanders and 
Anacortians that attended and donated!”

The event was the second-largest single fundraiser for 
the Stage project (the first was the Jazz at the Hall event  
in 2014, which raised $1,820). 

(postmarked by June 1) for $25 through June 2. Walkers 15 
and older may preregister for $15. Children 14 and younger 
may register for free. To register online, or to download a reg-
istration form for mailing, in addition to further information 
about the race, visit databarevents.com/dogislandrun.

Runners can register the day of the race for $30 (cash  
and checks only); walkers may register for $15. Registration 
begins at 8:30 a.m. and lasts until 10:40. Participants are ad-
vised to come early to register that day. Registrants will receive 
a RacerMesh cap with the race logo, while supplies last. No 
dogs are allowed on the course; strollers are allowed.

This year, there will be live music performed by the Hoe 
and the Harrow, and the DIGS food truck will be serving 
food at the Park. Families and supporters are welcome at the 
event.  

Awards will be given to the fastest male and female runner 
and ribbons will be given to the top three women and men 
runners in each age division. Anacortes and island businesses 
and artists donate prizes that are awarded in random drawings 
to registered runners and walkers who are present at the end 
of the race.

The Dog Island Run is the major fundraiser for the all- 
volunteer Guemes Island Library, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit  
organization. 

For more information about the run, contact Carol Pellett 
at cpellett95@gmail.com. 

Dog Island Run Arrives on June 4

Raise the Stage Music Fest a Big Success

Top: Young families with babes in arms attend the Raise the Stage Music 
Fest. Above: Island band One Too Many, with (from left) Adam Veal, 
Andy Gladish, Banjo Eddie, Jack Sparrow, and Michael McGuinness, 
plays a set at the festival. 

Mother Shana Mastersch 
and daughter Macie, 10, get 
ready to cross the finish line 
in last year’s Dog Island Run.
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Anderson’s General Store Is Sold

Signs announcing the closing of Anderson’s General Store appeared on April 9. 

By Edith Walden
A question was asked at the Public  

Ferry Forum (see article on page 1) 
about ridership statistics that followed 
the fare increase on October 1, 2015. 
Here are the numbers.

In 2014, 368,856 passengers and 
173,145 vehicles (not including drivers) 
were transported to and from Guemes 
Island. The numbers represent one-way 
trips to or from the island. In 2015, 
381,559 passengers (an increase of a 
little more than 3 percent) and 183,285 
vehicles (an almost 6 percent increase) 
traveled to and from Guemes. 

In 2015, the M/V Guemes was 
hauled out for most of October, the 
month the fare increase went into ef-
fect. A comparison of travelers during 
November and December in 2014 and 
2015 show that in 2014, 54,036 pas-
sengers and 29,143 vehicles crossed the 
Guemes Channel, compared to 55,046 
passengers and 29,402 vehicles in 2015, 
after the fare was raised—an increase in 
both passengers and vehicles.

Counting riders from November 
2015 through March 2016 produces fig-
ures of 135,020 passengers and 71,790 
vehicles. This compares to numbers for 
November 2014 through March 2015 
of 134,208 passengers and 72, 682 ve-
hicles—a slight increase in passengers 
amounting to a little more than half of 
1 percent and a decrease in vehicles of  
a little more than 1 percent. 

The counts for January through 
March in 2014 were 73,204 passengers 
and 38,712 vehicles. While the 2016 
numbers for those months are slightly 
lower than in 2015, they are 6,770 pas-
sengers and 3,676 vehicles more than in 
those months in 2014—a little over 9 
percent higher in both categories. 

By Edith Walden
The Anacortes branch of the American Association of University Women 

(AAUW) awarded four eighth-grade girls certificates recognizing their achievements 
in course work that might lead to careers in science, technology, engineering, or 
math (STEM). At an AAUW meeting on March 10, islander Anna Prewitt was given a 
certificate for her achievements in science and a $100 cash award.

The students are chosen by their middle-school teachers for their academic 
performance. 

Last July, Anna was selected by the AAUW to attend a seven-day program called 
Tech Trek at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma. The program introduces girls to 
classes in all four STEM subject areas; each girl chooses an area to focus on and com-
pletes a project. Field trips and a Professional Women Career Night also expose girls 
to the many STEM opportunities that are available to them as they continue their 
schoolwork and consider future careers.

It wasn’t all serious and techy, though: one of last year’s labs was making root 
beer, and another day the girls made dry-ice ice cream for root beer floats. 

Congratulations, Anna.

AAUW Awards Anna Prewitt
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Stats on Who’s  
Riding the Ferry

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting, 

Monday, May 9, 2016,   
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  

Public welcome.

By Edith Walden
On April 9, islanders passing Ander-

son’s General Store were greeted with 
six 12-foot red, yellow, and white ban-
ners announcing a “GOING OUT OF 
BUSINESS SALE.” 

For weeks, the rumor mill had been 
active with assurances that the store 
had been sold, with further speculation 
about who the buyer was. On April 23, 
store owner Terran Reneau told the Tide 
that April 24 would be the last day the 
store would be open. When asked about 
a potential sale, he replied, “I might not 
be selling it.” As for his future plans, Re-
neau offered that he was keeping several 
ideas “close to his chest for now.”

On April 29, islander Mark Linne-
mann confirmed that his family—which 
owns the Guemes Island Resort—had 
purchased the store for $1,185,000 (the 
property was listed at $1,395,000). 

Linnemann plans to reopen the 
store, restaurant, and bar after mak- 
ing renovations that will take at least  
a month. Gasoline will be available for 
sale as soon as licensing and training are 
completed. Linnemann will apply for a 
liquor license, including spirits. 

He wants the store to be “a posi- 
tive community hub again,” he told  
the Tide—welcome news for islanders.

The Reneaus purchased the store on 
August 15, 2013, for $949,500. 
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By Edith Walden
Ballots for Washington’s presiden- 

tial primary will be mailed to registered  
voters on May 3. The ballots must be 
postmarked or returned by 8 p.m. on 
May 24.

New Washington voters may still 
register in person until May 16 at the 
Skagit County Elections Department  
at 700 South 2nd Street, Room 201,  
in Mount Vernon. (The last day to up-
date your registration was April 25.)  
The nearest drop-off ballot box is at the 
back side of the Anacortes Public Li-
brary near the drive-up book drop at 
1220 10th Street.

Four Republican candidates (Car-
son, Cruz, Kasich, and Trump) and two 
Democrats (Clinton and Sanders) will 
appear on the ballot in the first presi-
dential primary Washington has held 
since 2008. Only the Republicans will 
use the results to determine how their 
44 delegates will vote on the first ballot 

Reminder: Presidential Primary Is May 24
at their national convention in Cleve-
land on July 18–21. If no candidate  
receives 1,237 votes on the first ballot,  
delegates will be free to vote as they 
wish on succeeding ballots.

Democrats elected delegates for their 
two candidates at the March 26 pre-
cinct caucuses (see article on page 5 of 
the April Tide). On May 21, their final 
67 delegates will be chosen at their leg-
islative district caucuses. Those delegates 
and 52 elected “superdelegates”—party  
leaders, elected officials, and at-large 
delegates chosen by the Democratic 
State Central Committee—will vote  
for their preferred presidential candidate 
at the Democratic national convention 
July 25–28 in Philadelphia. 

Declarations and oaths
Unlike other state elections where 

voters are not required to register by 
party, you will be required by law to de-
clare a party for your primary vote. You 

must choose a Democrat or Republi-
can slate on your ballot and must sign 
a loyalty oath on your return envelope, 
swearing that you are a Democrat or Re-
publican and that you have not and will 
not participate in the nomination pro-
cess of any other political party. With-
out a party declaration, your vote will 
not be counted. Write-in candidates will 
be accepted by both parties.

Skagit County Auditor Jeanne 
Youngquist expects a turnout of “well 
over 50 percent” of Skagit County’s reg-
istered voters. 

*With one-year agreement and a maximum $100 early termination fee on new Internet service. Redemption required. Reward Card not redeemable for cash or for cash 
withdrawals at ATMs. Reward Card expires 3 months after issuance. For cardholder agreement/terms and conditions, go to RewardCenter.Frontier.com/myrewardcard/agree-
mentFSV.pdf. The Frontier Reward Center does not have any access to billing information and only handles reward-related questions and concerns. Reward Card is issued by 
U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc.
Limited-time offer for new Internet customers, including current voice-only customers. Must subscribe to a qualifying package of residential phone and new High-Speed 
Internet services with maximum speed ranges of 1.61Mbps to 6Mbps download depending on speed tier subscribed to. If customer cancels one of the required bundled services 
during promotion, all promotional rates are void. Service speed is not guaranteed and will depend on many factors. Maximum service speed is not available to all locations 
and service may not be available at certain speeds at your location. Service subject to availability. Installation fees apply; discounted Internet install fee waived for self-install. 
After 24-month promotional period, promotional discount will end and the then-current standard monthly price will apply to Internet service. Shipping/handling charge applies. 
A $9.99 broadband processing fee upon disconnection of service applies. A one-year agreement with a maximum $100 early termination fee applies to Internet service with 
Visa Reward Card offer. May not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services. Taxes, governmental and other Frontier-imposed surcharges apply. Frontier 
reserves the right to withdraw this offer at any time. Other restrictions apply.
©2016 Frontier Communications Corporation.

+

Fast and reliable Internet for Guemes

Call 1-877-781-0394

1999
per month with qualifying  
phone service

High-Speed Internet

Plus, receive a $100 Frontier Visa®

Reward Card just for signing up.*
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By Edith Walden
Early on April 14, the Tide received 

a tip that there was activity with numer-
ous large vessels on the water off North 
Beach that looked like it might be the 
result of an oil spill. 

It wasn’t until the following day that 
we learned from Washington Depart-
ment of Ecology Response Manager  
David Byers that the 18 vessels in 
Samish Bay were responding to a sim-
ulated oil spill of 4,600 gallons of No. 
6 fuel oil—a dense, sticky oil that can 
cause major damage. In the mock drill, 
an oil fueling vessel collided with a 
smaller workboat at 5:45 a.m. on the 

Oil-Spill Drill Tests Equipment and Responders

east side of Vendovi Island. Accord-
ing to Byers, this was the first-ever drill 
that tested multiple industry contingen-
cy plans and response systems as well as 
new equipment, all at once.

House Bill 1186, which passed in 
2011, requires a multiagency exercise 
every three years, using the best avail-
able technologies. New equipment that 
was tested included new skimmer and 
collector systems, such as the Speed 
Sweep, a boom recovery system that 
can collect oil at three knots compared 
to older systems that can only collect at 
a rate of three-quarter knots. An aerial 
drone was also tested that allows for 24-

hour remote surveillance 
with two high-resolution 
video cameras that include 
infrared capabilities for 
night viewing. The drone 
allows responders to see 
where the highest concen-
tration of spilled oil is and 
respond efficiently. 

A new program initiated  
through House Bill 1186 
provides for the enlistment 
of Vessels of Opportunity—
commercial or recreational 
vessels that are registered to 
be called on for assistance in 
responding to a spill. Two 
fishing boats and two tug-
boats responded in the drill.

Dedicated oil-spill response vessels,  
the Park Responder from the Marine 
Spill Response Corporation and the 
Cape Flattery from the National Re-
sponse Corporation (NRC), and their 
workboats arrived at the scene. Aboard 
the Cape Flattery were NRC employees  
and islanders Jon Petrich and Matt and 
Nik Mardesich. Arrow Launch Services 
ferried Ecology employees, media rep-
resentatives, and elected officials to ob-
serve the drill on the Chief Arrow and 
the Strait Arrow, the latter familiar to 
many islanders as Guemes’s passenger 
ferry during haulouts.

Also tested was the Geographic Re-
sponse Plan for Vendovi. Geographic 
plans are designed to describe and pri-
oritize response strategies to reduce in-
jury to sensitive natural, cultural, and 
certain economic resources at risk from 
oil spills. Booms were spread around the 
east side of Vendovi to keep the oil from 
spreading to the shore.

Washington is the only state that 
evaluates and grades its drills. According 
to Byers, oil companies use Washington 
as their training ground because the re-
quirements are so strict. Washington has 
the lowest spill rate of coastal communi-
ties in the country, both by number of 
spills and by volume, he added.

Byers told the Tide that the drill had 
not yet been graded but the cursory 
evaluation was “Great!” 

An oil-spill drill on April 13 around Vendovi Island involved a wide variety of vessels.
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When What Time Where Contact

Mondays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Wednesdays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Kundalini	Yoga 2:30	-	4:00	pm Church Constance	Mayer	299-3358
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Fridays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221

May	1,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	3:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Guemes	Gold	Reception 3:00	pm Church Janice	Veal	293-3721
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

May	2,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382
GIPAC 6:30	pm Church Patty	Rose	206-660-7697

May	3,	Tues. Brown	Bag	Book	Club 1:30	pm Anne	Passarelli's Connie	Snell	708-3589
Community	Soup	Supper:		Marlene	Kleven,	 6:00	pm Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
		"American	Quilts:	Something	Old,
			Something	New.”

May	4,	Wed. Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
May	5,	Thu.
Cinco	de	Mayo
May	6,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am Church Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
May	7,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Guemes	Mountain	Trail	Maintenance 9:30	am	-	2:00	pm Trailhead Skagit	Land	Trust	428-7878	
Music	at	DIGS:	Sky	Colony	Duo 5:30	-	8:30	pm Resort DIGS	Kitchen	826-2233

May	8,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Mother's	Day Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	3:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002

Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639
May	9,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Fire	Commissioners	Meeting 7:00	pm Fire	Hall Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
Historical	Society 7:00	pm Church Carol	Deach	708-2726

May	10,	Tues. Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128
May	11,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
May	13,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am Church Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
All	events	listed	are	open	to	the	public	(some	require	preregistration).		Asterisk	(*)	indicates	fee	for	event.

Regularly	Scheduled	Exercise	Classes

Island	Events	by	the	Day
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When What Time Where Contact
May	14,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Music	at	DIGS:	Scarlet	Locomotive 5:30	-	8:30	pm Resort DIGS	Kitchen	826-2233
Community	Potluck	and	Talent	Show: Kathleen	Phillips	299-0068
		Potluck	 6:00	pm Hall
		Talent	Show 7:00	pm Hall

May	15,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	3:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

May	16,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382
Library	Book	Club 8:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

May	17,	Tues. Community	Soup	Supper:	Yadi	Young,	 6:00	pm Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
	 			Costa	Rica	Trip	Highlights
May	18,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
May	19,	Thu. GICCA	Meeting 7:00	pm Hall Kathleen	Phillips	299-0068
May	20,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am Church Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
May	21,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
May	22,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589

Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	3:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

May	23,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Cemetery	Commissioners	Meeting 6:00	pm Fire	Hall Angie	Veal	941-1930

May	24,	Tues. Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128
May	25,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
May	27,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am Church Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
May	28,	Sat. Pie	and	Bake	Sale 10:00	am Church Peggy	Pair	293-5022

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Music	at	DIGS:		Ben	Starner	&	Phil	Nakano	 5:30	-	8:30	pm Resort DIGS	Kitchen	826-2233

May	29,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Sew	and	Swap 10:00	am	-	3:00	pm Hall Paula	Peterson	391-0002
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

May	30,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Memorial	Day Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

UPCOMING: Dog	Island	Run,	Saturday,	June	4,	10:45	am,	starting	at	Schoolhouse	Park
To	add	your	event,	email:	calendar@guemestide.org	(by	the	15th	of	the	month).
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By Edith Walden
On April 26, 15-year-

old islander Katherine 
Butler was set to fly to St. 
Louis with about 20 of her 
teammates from the Ana-
cortes FIRST (For Inspi-
ration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology) 
Robotics Team 3238—also 
known as the Cyborg Fer-
rets—to attend the FIRST 
Championship. 

In January, FIRST Ro-
botics Competition an-
nounced the new competi-
tion game for 2016, called 
“Stronghold,” and sent each of their 
worldwide teams the 150-page rule 
book. Each student team was given six 
weeks to build a robot that would com-
pete in the medieval-themed competi-
tion. 

The robot must be able to breach at 
least five defenses—such as a moat, a 
drawbridge, a rock wall, or ramparts—
to reach the castle. Then the robot must 

Katherine Butler Goes to World Robotic Competition

gather 10-inch “boulders” (foam balls) 
and toss them into goals that are seven 
feet high. At the end of the game, ro-
bots attempt to surround and scale the 
enemy tower to capture it. And all this 
must be accomplished in two and a half 
minutes. 

To make things more challenging, 
in the first 15 seconds, each robot must 
navigate on its own without remote 

Meet FRED, Team 3238’s robot.
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is controls, crossing obstacles 
and shooting goals.

Katherine works with 
the Ferrets’ subsystems 
group that designs the 
shooter and collector capac-
ities for their robot, fondly 
named FRED (Ferret Ro-
botic Entrenching Device).

During the four-day 
contest, the Cyborg Fer-
rets will participate in 10 
qualification matches to 
establish rankings, com-
peting against teams from 
North and South Ameri-
ca, Europe, and Asia, and 

then proceed to playoffs. Katherine told 
the Tide she is most looking forward to 
meeting people from other places and 
seeing the ways they have chosen to ap-
proach the Stronghold challenges.

Team 3238 was crowned Pacific 
Northwest District champions at a re-
cent competition among the 64 best 
teams from Washington and Oregon. 
They are now ranked third in the dis-
trict. More than 20,000 students will 
compete in the St. Louis competition. 

Go FRED! 

By Edith Walden
At the April 11 meeting of the Guemes Island fire commissioners, the commis-

sioners responded to several inquiries about budget reports. 
Budget reports are posted monthly on the bulletin boards at both ferry termi-

nals and at the Fire Hall. Beginning in April, the monthly budget report will also 
be posted on linetime.org. 

Fire commissioner meetings are always open to the public and are held the sec-
ond Monday of every month at 7 p.m. at the Fire Hall. Commissioners stated their 
belief that the best way to have questions answered is to attend the meeting and 
speak to them directly. 

The next meeting is May 9.

Island high-school students will be presented with three Betty Crookes 
Guemes Gold Scholarship awards at a reception in their honor on Sunday, May 1, 
at 3 p.m. at the Church Fellowship Hall. The awards of $1,500, $1,000, and $500 will 
be presented by the Scholarship Committee to the winning students, along with an 
outline of their activities and achievements. 

The scholarship program was co-founded in 1991 by Betty Crookes with the 
Women’s Club. Today, numerous island organizations contribute funds to honor 
outstanding island students. 

The public is invited to celebrate and support the achievements of our island 
young people, along with their friends and families.

Guemes Gold Reception on May 1

Fire Department Budgets Posted Monthly
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By Edith Walden
For 15 years, from July 1995 

to October 2009, Win Anderson 
singlehandedly published the Evening 
Star, the island predecessor to the 
Guemes Tide. 

The Star was a folksy community 
paper, full of news, opinions, anecdotes, 
history, and reflections on island liv-
ing, mostly from the perspective of 
Anderson, a former journalist for the 
Tacoma News Tribune. The late Betty 
Crookes, formerly a Chicago-area 
journalist, was a frequent contributor 
with profiles of interesting islanders. 

After Win retired, the Tide was 
launched in large part because of our 
love and respect for the Star and our 
understanding of the vital role the Star 
played in building and maintaining a 
sense of community.

For over a year, Tide staffers have 
been working to scan and republish  
the 150 issues of the Star. We are proud 
to announce that the complete archive 
of the Evening Star is now posted on  

Evening Star Issues Are Archived Online
guemestide.org, the Guemes Tide 
website. The issues continue to provide 
informative and entertaining reading. 
We still marvel that Win published the 
entire paper by himself. 

He didn’t even miss an issue in the 
spring of 1996 when he had a heart 
attack and open-heart surgery, though 
one issue was a couple of days late.

Thanks go to Blaine LaCross, who 
took on the marathon job of scanning 
more than 2,000 pages of copy, and 
who managed not to throw our high-
end scanner against the wall during 
many frustrating sessions. Thanks also 
to Ralph Walden, our photo wizard, 
who has painstakingly straightened, 
sharpened, and tidied every page and 
adjusted most of the photographs. Thea 
LaCross has provided technical advice 
and support, and she also designed the 
layout of the Evening Star Archives page, 
in addition to our entire website. And, 
of course, thanks to Win, who provided 
the original material—in more ways 
than one. 

By Sally Stapp
As your North Beach correspondent, 

I would like to report that on Friday af-
ternoon, April 21, crack reporter and 
eyewitness Patrick O’Donnell of South 
Beach was directed by the ferry crew to 
pull alongside a loaded cattle trailer that 
was en route to the island for a sum-
mer of converting grass to well-marbled 
steaks.

As the proper citizen I know my 
brother-in-law Patrick to be, and given 
that he was unacquainted with seasick 
cows, he followed the crew’s directions. 
Waiting in line that hot afternoon, he 
had rolled down the manual passenger-
side window of his white Ford Ranger. 

Evidently one of the dozen head 
of cattle had refused her Dramamine-
Imodium dose before the trip and may 
never have ridden on a ferry before.  
Her nerves got to her stomach and she 
let loose a spray of . . . shall we say fer-
tilizer? Or the big muddy? . . . onto and 
into the car.

Not wanting to bother the overbur-
dened Public Works Department, Pat-
rick called his sister-in-law and Ferry  
Committee member Sally Stapp to in-
quire about our cow-spray protocol. 
Sally referred the question to Ferry 
Committeeman Allen Bush Jr., who, co-
incidentally, knew the destination of the 
cows: his family’s grass fields—a sum-
mer camp/spa/retreat for cows.

The confrontation between Patrick  

and Allen occurred in the 
O’Donnell driveway at the  
end of the workday. Patrick  
had attacked the job while the 
“fertilizer was fresh.” The white 
paint job was unscathed and 
the upholstery was returned to 
its former clean condition—
but was not yet quite odor-free. 
As a retired dentist, Patrick had 
the tools to extract all traces of 
cow poop from the heater vent, 
floor, seat, dashboard, and gear-
shift mechanism—and his hand 
and pants.

Patrick reports that cow-
importer Bush was over-the-
top apologetic, offering whis-
key, wine, steaks, ground beef, 
and to have the truck cab de-
tailed—anything. As he left, 
says Patrick, Bush was surmis-
ing that “Sally would find a 
way to pay him back.” 

The Curious Incident of the Seasick Bovine

Patrick O’Donnell points to the amazing trajectory 
the bovine blessing took through the half-open 
window (and all over the roof, door, windshield, and 
hood) of his Ford Ranger. O’Donnell’s expertise with 
dental tools was helpful in the cleanup of the interior.
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Ana and Elise Northcutt turn 7  
     on May 5.
Moses Rabieh turns 7 on May 20.
On May 23, Otter Moline turns 15 and 
     Amadeo Winston turns 2.
Jill Brenden turns 11 on May 24.
Teo Linnemann turns 5 on May 25.
J. T. Butler turns 14 on May 31.
     (Editors’ note: This section lists birth-
days of youngsters with island connec-
tions turning 16 or younger. To get a 
family member added, contact us at 
editorial@guemestide.org or 299-9999.)

Island 
Birthdays
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By Edith Walden
From May 27 to 29, 

Fidalgo Bay will be filled 
with 14-foot double- 
handed Flying Junior 
sailboats skippered and 
crewed by high-school  
students. The sailors will 
be competing in the Inter-
scholastic Sailing Associa-
tion (ISSA) Team Racing 
Championship, hoping  
to win the coveted Baker 
Trophy.

Islander Steve Orsini 
is a certified coach for the 
Anacortes High School 
Sailing Team and has been 
coaching for 22 years. He is also a mem-
ber of the Anacortes Yacht Club and the 
Northwest Interscholastic Sailing Asso-
ciation (NWISA), who will be hosting 
the event. Orsini is thrilled at the honor 
of having the national championship in 
our waters, noting that the regatta has 
previously been held in some very pres-
tigious places. It has taken 20 years of 
working with the Port of Anacortes, he 
told the Tide, to be ready for this event. 
A key factor was the construction of 

National Sailing Regatta Comes to Fidalgo Bay

a floating dock at Seafarers’ Memorial 
Park, where the boats can be easily and 
safely launched.

District Regatta May 21–22
In addition to the national com-

petition, the NWISA district compe-
tition will be held on Fidalgo Bay on 
May 21 and 22. Teams from Oregon, 
Washington, and Idaho are eligible to 
compete in the Northwest District Re-
gatta in varsity and junior varsity cours-

es. Guemes Island will 
be represented by Kath-
erine Butler and Brynna 
Bone, who will crew on 
varsity teams. The Ana-
cortes High School Sailing 
Team is sponsored by the 
Anacortes Department of 
Parks and Recreation; the 
head coach is Trevor Di-
Marco.

Safety of the sailors is a 
big concern for the hosting 
organizations. The Guemes 
Island Fire Department 
will be on hand at both  
regattas with their water-

rescue boat and EMTs.

Skill and strategy
In the national event, each of 12 

teams—one from each of the ISSA  
districts—will compete with three  
boats and nine sailors on a course that  
is mapped as a large “N.” Teams will 
complete as many races as can be con-
ducted before it gets dark—as many as 
30 per day, Orsini estimates.

Races are not timed; instead, each 
race pits two teams of three boats on the 
course. A team gathers points by the or-
der in which their three boats complete 
the race, with the lowest points indicat-
ing the highest ranking. Strategies of 
blocking your opponent’s boats or ad-
vancing your own may be employed to 
assist the ranking of your team. Teams 
strive to finish with 10 points or less.

Each boat has a skipper and one 
crew member. Crew members may ro-
tate, but not the skipper. Teams rotate 
through the provided boats to ensure 
that no team has an advantage because 
of the condition of a boat. 

Public welcome
Orsini encourages the public to 

come to both events. The first races start 
at 9:45 a.m. and continue until dark. 
The boats will be launched at Seafarers’ 
Memorial Park at 601 Seafarers Way in 
Anacortes, just south of Anthony’s. The 
races can best be viewed from the top of 
Cap Sante Park, 1000 West Avenue. 

From Schussing to Screening

An attractive fence of skis to screen the portable toilet in the ferry parking lot 
appeared mysteriously overnight on April 19. 

Anacortes High School students practice team racing.
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By Edith Walden
Islander Gary Curtis was featured in 

a Seattle Times article on April 6 about 
newly displayed photographs of the 
construction and opening of the Seattle 
Space Needle. From April 17, 1961, to 
October 1962, industrial photographer 
George Gulacsik, who was contracted 
by Space Needle architects John Gra-
ham & Company, took pictures—2,400 
of them.  

Some of the photos appear in the 
book Space Needle USA, coauthored by 
Gulacsik. Others were used in promo-
tional materials. And the vast major-
ity of negatives, taken with his Leica 
35-millimeter camera, were stored in a 
closet. After Gulacsik died in 2012, his 
wife donated the photographs to the  
Seattle Public Library before her death 
in 2014. The photos have been digitized 
and the collection is now available to see 
online at tinyurl.com/libneedle.

In 1961, Gary Curtis was a young 
structural engineer working in Pasadena 
for John Minasian, who was the con-
sulting engineer for the Space Needle 
project. As Gary puts it, he was “work-
ing serious overtime putting lines on 
paper.” He notes that Minasian stud-

Previously Undisplayed Photos of Space Needle Exhibited
ied with seismologist Charles 
Richter, of Richter-scale fame. 
Minasian doubled the steel 
requirements for earthquake 
protection and wind loads. 
The above-ground weight of 
the Space Needle totals 3,700 
tons. 

Gary jokes that the safest 
place to be in a Seattle earth-
quake is the Space Needle: 
“Nothing is going to fall on 
you.”

After viewing some of the 
photos displayed in an ex-
hibit—Building a Marvel—at 
the pavilion-level ramp of the 
Needle, Curtis was fascinated 
with the timing between some 
of his “lines on paper” and ac-
tual construction, as he com-
pared revision dates on the engineering 
drawings with dates of the photos. “May 
22 shows a bunch of trucks pouring the 
foundation,” he noticed. “The founda-
tion drawing shows a May 15 revision, 
adding reinforcing steel to the lower 
level of rebar. We were detailing changes 
about a week ahead of the actual work 
in the field.”

For a profile of Curtis, see pages 13–
14 of the May 2011 Tide. 

You can view a video of interviews 
with Curtis and other structural engi-
neers, in recognition of the 50th anni-
versary of the 1962 Seattle World’s Fair, 
at vimeo.com/69351058. 

To read the Seattle Times article, see 
tinyurl.com/newneedle. 
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In a photo by George Gulacsik, construction workers 
balance without harnesses on top of the Space Needle 
in 1961.
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Suddenly, It’s Gardening Season Again

bikespot 
bicycle repair 
sales & service 
parts & accessories 
210 Commercial Ave. 
360-588-1676 
 
 
 

 

After a winter of fierce winds and heavy rains, spring arrived early and intensely on Guemes this year. Clockwise from top left:  Numer-
ous island driveways filled with deliveries of compost and mulch. Juby Fouts performs a key spring garden task: weeding. Early vegeta-
bles sprout in an island garden. Anne Passarelli (left), her son John, and helper Coco are among many island gardeners out in the recent 
nice weather preparing beds for planting.

ph
o

to
s
 b

y ed
ith

 w
a
ld

en

Paula Peterson invites islanders to join her and others on Sundays from 10 a.m. 
to around 3 p.m. at the Community Center for sewing, spinning, knitting, and 
crafting other fiber arts. 

A sewing machine and ironing board will be available for use.
Peterson also encourages the public to come swap, repurpose, and recycle cloth-

ing and useful household items. If you have clothing that is ready to pass on or re-
cycle, bring it by and exchange it for something else or leave it. Peterson will deliver 
leftover clothing to Ragfinery in Bellingham. 

Bring your excess household items that are in usable shape to swap or pass on. 
Unclaimed items will be taken to an appropriate thrift shop.

For more information about the event, call Paula at 391-0002 or email her at 
paula_peterson@live.com.

Sundays Are for Sewing, Crafting,  
and Swapping
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By Edith Walden
On January  

25, islanders 
Lynn and Norm 
Prewitt met with 
Cemetery Dis-
trict 3 commis-
sioners to request 
that that they 
research the po-
tential for having 
“green” burials at 
Edens Cemetery. 
People who are 
concerned about 
the environment 
and carbon foot-
prints are request-
ing more eco-
friendly options 
for burials—ones that harken back to 
the early 19th century before embalm-
ing was widely practiced and cement 
was invented.

There are many shades of “green” 
available with today’s burial and crema-
tion practices. Cemeteries that are fully 
certified by the Green Burial Council 
have dedicated natural landscapes with 
native plants, where bodies that are not 
embalmed (or are embalmed using non-
toxic chemicals) can be buried in bio-
degradable containers and shrouds di-
rectly into the earth without the use of 
a vault or liner. Other cemeteries may 
offer some but not all of the eco-friendly 
alternatives, and more and more funeral 
homes are offering greener services and 
products. 

Following the January meeting, 
Cemetery Commissioner Adam Veal 
and Cemetery Secretary Angie Veal  
took a field trip to one of the four 
green-certified cemeteries in Washing-
ton, the Meadow at Greenacres Memo-
rial Park in Ferndale, and reported their 
findings at the commissioners’ meeting 
on February 22.

They concluded that because Edens 
Cemetery has a considerably hilly grade, 
sandy soil, and wet areas, the district 
would continue to require a concrete, 
lidded liner. In addition to stabilizing 
the open grave prior to burial, such a 

Greener Burials Available at Edens Cemetery

liner maintains a flat surface for easier 
maintenance and mowing of the cem-
etery grounds. 

Our 10-acre cemetery does not have 
the space to set aside a separate area for 
certified green burials.

Local green options
Evans Funeral Chapel in Anacortes 

provides most of the funeral arrange-
ments at Edens Cemetery. I visited  
them to find out what green services 
and products are available.

Funeral Director Joe Waham was 
well versed in green options. Evans Cha-
pel has a cold room, so embalming is 
not necessary. There are several biode-
gradable carriers to choose from, includ-
ing a pine box, a wicker casket, or  

Cemetery commissioners (counterclockwise from left) Dan Burnett, Blaine Detering, Adam 
Veal, and secretary Angie Veal listen as Lynn and Norm Prewitt present information and a 
request for green burials to be allowed at Edens Cemetery.

a wicker tray to 
lay an enshroud-
ed body on. 

There is also a 
lidded, bottom-
less concrete liner 
available, so that 
a carrier may be 
placed directly on 
the earth. Evans 
Chapel also has 
an on-site crema-
tory.

Joe encourag-
es people to come 
talk about their 
wishes and plans 
long before a fu-
neral is necessary. 
Plans can be doc-

umented ahead of time with no down 
payment, ensuring that your wishes will 
be followed when necessary.

Waham also speculates that in the 
next 4 to 10 years, many more green op-
tions will be available.

Already in Seattle, the Urban Death 
Project is planning for a facility to do 
respectful human composting, and the 
Infinity Burial Suit just became avail-
able for purchase. The body suit is made 
of thread infused with several types of 
mushroom spores and other microor-
ganisms that consume a body and its 
toxins, leaving behind clean compost 
(see cieio.com). 

For many, a greener death completes 
a cycle: “Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust . . .” 

Wicker trays are available for burial in a shroud.
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•  in memoriam •

Longtime islander Agnes C. Ash-
back, 95, died peacefully of natural 
causes on April 18.

She was born on December 30, 
1920, to John Trunkey and Anabelle 
McCance Trunkey in St. John, Wash-
ington, on the family farm.

She attended Central Washington 
College of Education in Ellensburg, 
where she became a teacher. She mar-
ried Eugene Ashback in 1946. They 
lived in Spokane, and then moved to 
Portland, Oregon, where they both 
taught elementary school. Eugene be-
came a principal. 

They first bought West Beach prop-
erty on Guemes Island in 1973 after be-

ing introduced to the island by the Shoemakes. They built a home in 1977 and, in 
retirement, moved permanently to Guemes in 1980. 

Agnes served as president of the Women’s Club and the Guemes Island Com-
munity Church Women’s Fellowship, was treasurer of the Guemes Island Volunteer 
Exchange, and was active on the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship commit-
tee. She fed the sick, provided transportation for those in need, and consistently vis-
ited former islanders when they moved to Anacortes care centers. She was a mem-
ber of P.E.O. Chapter W in Anacortes. 

In 1997, she was named Guemes Island Citizen of the Year for her outstanding 
contributions to the community. She was known for always being there to help.

She also enjoyed walking the beach, agate hunting, and playing bridge and trav-
eling with island friends. After moving to Anacortes almost five years ago, she con-
tinued to return to Guemes whenever she could to attend island activities.

Agnes was preceded in death by her husband, Eugene, son Dale J. Ashback, and 
all five brothers. She leaves behind sons Bruce (Carrie) and Paul (Debbie); grand-
children Kelly, Jacob, Sara, Sophia, and Steve Davis; and great-grandson Tyler Da-
vis; as well as nieces, nephews, and many friends. She will be greatly missed.

A memorial service is planned for Saturday, May 21, at 2:00 p.m. at the Guemes 
Island Community Church. Memorials may be made to the Betty Crookes Guemes 
Gold Scholarship Fund at 5308 West Shore Road, Anacortes, WA, 98221, or to the 
charity of your choice.

Agnes Ashback

The Skagit Land Trust has has an-
nounced it is organizing a work party 
to do some much-needed mainte-
nance on the Guemes Mountain trail 
on Saturday, May 7. 

From 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. volun-
teers are needed to help clear ditches 
and drainage features, remove excess 
organic material, and clear large 
branches. These tasks will help 
prevent trail erosion, maintain trail 
sustainability, and keep the trail safe 
for hikers.

If you want to join the party, plan 
to bring a sack lunch, and RSVP to 
reginaw@skagitlandtrust.org or call 
428-7878 by May 4. Reservations are 
required for this event.

Work Party for 
Guemes Mountain  

Trail on May 7

Joyce Laddusire, Guemes Island’s 
weekday postal carrier, has been stung 
several times by wasps, hornets, or bees 
that inhabit island mailboxes. She re-
minds islanders that it is residents’ re-
sponsibility to maintain their mailboxes 
to keep them safe for the postal carriers. 
Please remove stinging insects and their 
nests from your mailbox and the areas 
immediately surrounding it. 

Protect Your Postal 
Carrier
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Five Years Ago
Headline: “Schoolhouse Park 

Stage Progresses.” Sixteen donat-
ed logs for the decorative arch and 
support purlins have been trans-
ported and peeled on site as de-
signs are being finalized. 

Construction is on schedule 
and “things are going smoothly” 
for walk-on passengers at the half-
way point in the six-week planned 
ferry outage for ramp improve-
ments.

Islander Gary Curtis’s role as 
key engineer in designing Seat-
tle’s Space Needle is recalled as the 
iconic structure turns 50.

—Guemes Tide, May 2011

Ten Years Ago 
The Guemes Island sustain-

ability study gets under way with 
a working visit from the American 
Institute of Architects’ representa-
tives Erica Gees and Ann Livings-
ton.

The Community Center council au-
thorizes up to $2,500 for parking-lot 
lighting and for completion of the floor 
stabilization project. 

Bob and Laurel Easton are the sub-
jects of a Betty Crookes feature.

—Evening Star, May 2006

Twenty Years Ago
A floating bridge to Guemes is the 

most inspiring dream of developers in a 
late April 1st column inspired by Ferdi 
Businger’s map of the island in 2025 
(see above), featuring such amenities as 
an airport, marina, and country club.

Retired volunteer firefighters pose 
with a recently retired fire truck. Pic-

tured are Marv Shoultz, Bob 
Kager, Phil McCracken, Dean 
Townsend, Stan Marean, Jim Nel-
son, Felix Edmunds, Gene LeRoy, 
and Grant Kelley. 

A gaggle of islanders make 
sure the Star is published “almost” 
on time as the publisher recov-
ers from open-heart surgery. Aides 
include Betty Crookes, Audrey 
White, Pete Peterson, Jackie Glad-
ish, Barb Groves, Gail Nicolls, 
Murray Read, Karen Everett, 
Elaine Anderson, Dave Davelaar, 
and Suzy Sarna.

—Evening Star, May 1996

Fifty Years Ago
“Remodeling of the . . . Com-

munity Club Hall has been com-
pleted. Taking part were J. E. 
Marlin, Clarence Keith and Hen-
ry Hattie.”

—Anacortes American,  
April 28, 1966

One Hundred Years Ago
Sunset Telephone company men 

were on the island “cutting over the 
(party line) phones . . . which does away 
with the ringing for central for half an 
hour or more without any response 
which has proven very disagreeable to 
both parties.”

—Anacortes American, May 11, 1916

Ferdi Businger offered up an inspiring vision of Guemes’s 
future on page 3 of the May/June 1996 Evening Star. (The 
entire Star archives are now online—see page 14.)
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