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Following an exceptionally rainy winter and spring, on March 
10 a windstorm and high tides combined to flood numerous 
homes on Guemes, including this one on North Beach. See 
story on page 16.

Inundated

By Edith Walden
A Public Ferry Forum will be held from 6 to 7:30 p.m.  

on Tuesday, April 12, at the Community Center.
All three Skagit County Commissioners, Lisa Janicki,  

Ron Wesen, and Ken Dahlstedt, will attend, in addition to 
Public Works Director Dan Berentson, County Engineer  
Paul Randall-Grutter, Public Works Controller Jim Mickel, 
and Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe.

The agenda calls for a discussion about progress on the  
all-electric ferry concept and ferry replacement plans and a 
presentation of the Draft 2016 Ferry Fare Revenue Target  
Report. 

Half of the meeting time is reserved for questions and 
comments from islanders regarding ferry operations.

You can review the Draft 2016 Ferry Fare Revenue Tar-
get Report beginning April 4 at skagitcounty.net/ferry and on 
linetime.org. The revenue target report attempts to forecast 
whether current fares (plus state motor-vehicle fuel taxes and 
state ferry deficit reimbursement payments) will cover 65 per-
cent of operating and maintenance funds, as required to meet 

Public Ferry Forum on April 12

By Edith Walden
Public comments count. Ask any politician or govern-

ment agency, and they will tell you they check their mail and 
phone calls and count comments. That’s how polls work, too: 
they add up what individuals have to say—the power of one  
is magnified by the many.

Two very important countywide plans are nearing their  
final comment periods. 

For 20 years, islanders worked on the Guemes Island Plan-
ning and Advisory Committee (GIPAC) to develop a subarea 
plan that would address development regulations to protect 
many of the unique characteristics of Guemes Island—regula-
tions that might not be needed in other areas of Skagit Coun-
ty. The Guemes Island Subarea Plan, finally adopted by Skagit 
County in 2011, calls for protection of shorelines and their 
habitat and other critical areas, of the island’s rural character, 
and of our sole-source aquifer, among other assets.

For the past five years, GIPAC has been working to get 
recommendations from the Subarea Plan incorporated into 
county code. Now, at long last, there are two opportunities  
to do so.

While the committee has been commenting during the 
full drafting periods, and continues to have conversations 
with county planners and decision-makers and testifies at 
hearings, a show of citizen support counts.

Just last year, a strong showing of citizen comments, com-
bined with testimony and comments from GIPAC, swiftly 
ended any possibility of marijuana production on Guemes  
Island. This is a time to act again.

Shoreline Master Program Update  
comments due April 4

On Monday, April 4, at 4:30 p.m., the public comment  
period closes for the Shoreline Master Program Update 
(SMP). The SMP sets guidelines for environments within  
200 feet of the shore that control setbacks and variances,  
vegetation conservation areas, lot coverage, accessory build-
ings, docks, shoreline mining, and commercial aquaculture, 

Last Chance for Public Comments
Shoreline Master Program, April 4;  

Comprehensive Plan, April 14

(continued on page 3) (continued on page 10)
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Kathy Wolfe (center) announces Anna Prewitt (left) as Student of the Month while  
Soroptimist president Barbara Larson looks on.

By Edith Walden
Anacortes Middle School teachers 

and staff chose eighth-grader Anna Pre-
witt to receive the Soroptimist January 
Student of the Month award.

At a Soroptimist lunch in Anacortes 
on February 22, she was presented with 
an award certificate and a $50 gift cer-
tificate from Watermark Book Compa-

Anna Prewitt Is Student of the Month

ny. Attending were her proud parents, 
Leslie Tysseling and David Prewitt, and 
grandmother Lynn Prewitt.

Anna plays soccer and volleyball and 
plays clarinet in the school’s band. Her 
teachers describe her as bright, consci-
entious, kind, hard-working, talented, 
humble, respectful, and a gifted artist 
and writer. Anna will be going to Japan 
this summer as an exchange student.

The program for the event was a 
lively presentation by the four foreign-
exchange students attending Anacortes 
High School this year. Education is one 
of the focuses for Soroptimist Interna-
tional of Anacortes, which was founded 
in 1948. 

With funds raised from the Sorop-
timist Thrift Shop at 1107 3rd Street, 
the group gives approximately $250,000 
each year to various causes. Nearly 27 
percent of those funds go to support 
scholarships, and another 16 percent 
goes to youth and education projects. 
Another 28 percent goes to community 
programs. 

To learn more about the group, visit 
soroptimistanacortes.org. 

ed
it

h
 w

a
ld

en



The Guemes Tide     April 2016     3      

          
 

  

Work with an  
award-winning REALTOR®  

   

KKKARENARENAREN   EEEVERETTVERETTVERETT 

(360) 202(360) 202(360) 202---737373737373  

GuemesIslandExpert.com 

 

Recipient of the Award of Excellence*  
for the last five years in a row 
* North Puget Sound Association of REALTORS® 

among other regulations.
On March 15, three members of 

GIPAC spoke at the SMP public hear-
ing before the Skagit County Plan-
ning Commission. You can view their 
testimony at tinyurl.com/SMP315 at 
00:25:07.

To see a draft of the SMP, go to 
skagitcounty.net/smp. You can read 
GIPAC’s recommendations on their 
LineTime page, or a summary of them 
on page 14 of the March Tide.

When you send comments, be sure 
to read the “Mail and email require-
ments” section below, and follow the in-
structions carefully so your input will be 
counted.

Comprehensive Plan Update 
hearing on April 5

A public hearing before the Skagit 
County Planning Commission about 
the Comprehensive Plan Update will  
be held on Tuesday, April 5, at 6 p.m.  
in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room,  
at 1800 Continental Place in Mount 
Vernon.

The Comprehensive Plan Update 
(CP) sets county development regula-
tions that should be designed to accom-
modate forecasted growth for the next 
20 years. GIPAC has had success in per-
suading the county to include special 
zoning requirements for Guemes Island 
that reflect recommendations from the 
Guemes Island Subarea Plan. Those rec-
ommendations are designed to protect 
the island’s rural character by main-
taining views and open spaces, and by 
avoiding buildings that are out of scale 
with existing and historical develop-
ment. 

One regulation in the new “zoning 
overlay” for Guemes Island, for exam-
ple, limits the height of buildings to 30 
feet, whereas most zones in the coun-
ty have 40-foot height limits. Other 
Guemes variances involve additional 
height and setback variations.

Of utmost importance is the new in-
corporation of what has long been an 
“interim” Seawater Intrusion Policy into 
the Critical Areas Ordinance of the CP. 
GIPAC, and especially Marianne Koo-

iman, have worked long and hard to get 
these regulations adopted, in order to 
protect our sole-source aquifer and pre-
vent further failure of island wells. 

While this is a major accomplish-
ment, GIPAC sees much that still needs 
to be done regarding water issues, espe-
cially in encouraging the use of alterna-
tive rainwater catchment systems. To  
review GIPAC’s recommendations,  
see their page on LineTime or pages  
14 and 15 of the March Tide. 

You can see a copy of the CP update 
at skagitcounty.net/2016update.

Written comments on the CP are 
due on Thursday, April 14 at 4:30 p.m. 
See the following section for instruc-
tions to send your comments and follow 
them carefully.

Mail and email requirements
To submit comments, you must in-

clude your full name and mailing ad-
dress, and a subject line reading “Skagit 
County Shoreline Master Program Up-
date” or “Skagit County 2016 Compre-
hensive Plan Update.” Your comments 
will not be considered without meeting 
those requirements. Email comments to 
pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us. Include 
your comments in the body of your 
email, not as attachments.

Mailed or hand-delivered written 
comments must be on 8½-by-11-inch 
paper. Put the paper in an envelope  
addressed either to “Comments on the 
Skagit County Shoreline Master Pro-
gram Update” or “Comments on the 
Skagit County 2016 Comprehensive 
Plan Update,” and mail or deliver it to 
Planning and Development Services, 
1800 Continental Place, Mount Ver-
non, 98273. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
(continued from page 1)

Sarah Sibley, a trustee of the 
Guemes Island Community Center 
Association, has agreed to be the new 
scheduler for the Community Center. 
She replaces Bud Ullman, who has 
served during the past year.

To schedule an event at the Hall, 
contact Sibley at (206) 992-3434 or 
sibleysarah@mac.com.

New Hall Scheduler
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By Edie Clark
Continuing the tradition of past 

Earth Day island cleanups organized by 
Melody Young, Groundfloor Guemes 
and the Guemes Island Community 
Center Association are cosponsoring a 
day of beach and roadside cleaning on 
Saturday, April 30, from 1 to 4 p.m.

Winter storms and tides have left a 
variety of debris in the wrack line along 
the beaches. Trash also litters our roads. 
Melody has lent her advice and exper-
tise and has already volunteered to clean 
a length of beach. Volunteers will gather 
at 1 p.m. at Schoolhouse Park, where 
trash bags and recycling collection bags 
will be distributed and cleanup assign-
ments made. Volunteers will return the 
bags of debris to the Park by 4 p.m.  
Transportation will be available to as-
sist in getting collected trash back to the 
Park, if needed. The trash will be taken 
off-island for proper disposal.

Groundfloor Guemes has located 
several public beach areas and has ob-
tained permission to clean some of the 
private stretches of beach. Shoreline  
and tideland owners may send email to 
GroundfloorGuemes@outlook.com to 
give permission for access to their beach 

Island Cleanup Day on April 30
for the cleanup event. Beach owners 
may also bring debris from their beaches 
to Schoolhouse Park for disposal.

An article about Island Cleanup Day 
will be posted on linetime.org. Islanders 
who want to volunteer for the event are 
encouraged to select the VolunteerSpot 
button in that article. The button will 
connect you to the Island Cleanup Day 
signup page, where you can volunteer 
for beach, road, or support duty.

Using VolunteerSpot helps Ground-
floor Guemes assess the level of partici-
pation, prioritize cleanup assignments, 
and know how many bags to provide. 
Confirmation and reminder messages 
will be automatically sent to the volun-
teer. For more information about Vol-
unteerSpot, see the article at right.

Volunteers may register by calling 
Holly Green at 610-3829 or Edie Clark 
at 299-3230. You can also just show up 
at Schoolhouse Park at 1 p.m. 

For more information, contact 
GroundfloorGuemes@outlook.com or 
Holly or Edie.

Let’s celebrate our earth and the joy 
of living on Guemes Island. Join with 
your neighbors and be part of this year’s 
Island Cleanup Day. 

By Deb Strathman
Have you ever found out about 

something that happened on the is-
land and said to yourself, “I wish I had 
known about that; I would have liked to 
volunteer”? 

VolunteerSpot is an online recruiting 
and sign-up tool that is used nationwide 
to schedule everything from parent-
teacher conferences and school carnivals 
to potluck dinners. The Guemes Island 
Library has used VolunteerSpot for years 
to schedule library volunteers.

Groundfloor Guemes is promoting 
wider use of VolunteerSpot by island or-
ganizations. With the support of Line-
Time, VolunteerSpot will be available 
online to volunteer for island events. 

When an event is posted on Line-
Time by an organization that wants to 
use the signup tool, a VolunteerSpot 
“button” will appear in the article that 
will link you to the signup page for the 
event. 

The button will look like this:

You can then log in with your email 
address (no account or password is nec-
essary), review the listed volunteer posi-
tions, and sign up for the jobs and times 
that work for you. 

You will receive reminders of your 
commitments and can edit or cancel a 
commitment at any time. VolunteerSpot 
does not share your email address with 
anyone.

The first all-island event that will  
offer VolunteerSpot signups is the Island 
Cleanup Day scheduled for April 30 
(see article at left). Keep an eye out on 
LineTime for the upcoming signup  
button for that event.

In the meantime, to become fa-
miliar with or learn more about Vol-
unteerSpot, visit volunteerspot.com. 
Groundfloor Guemes hopes that ex-
panded use of this tool will provide a 
great way to learn about and participate 
in island opportunities and events that 
help make Guemes Island an inviting 
place to live. 

Volunteering  
Made Easy

On March 6, more than 50 people enjoyed what may have been the first jazz con-
cert on Guemes Island, when the Nick Allison Trio performed at the Community 
Center. From left are Jamael Nance on drums, Marina Christopher on bass and 
vocals, and islander Nick Allison on piano and keyboard.

A Jazzy Sunday Afternoon
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By Edith Walden
The Community Center was packed 

as Guemes Democrats arrived on March 
26 to caucus for their preferred presi-
dential candidate. In what was likely 
record attendance at a Guemes caucus, 
107 people were present to vote (7 Sur-
rogate Affidavit forms were received). 
Precinct Committee Officer Gail Nicolls 
recalled that there were “only” about 
60 people at the 2008 caucus, which 
had been heavily attended. As of March 
26, there were 587 registered voters in 
Guemes’s precinct 127.

Following the recitation of the 
Pledge of Allegiance, Nicolls welcomed 
the crowd, noting that precinct 127 was 
the only one of the 118 precincts in 
Skagit County to meet as its own juris-
diction; other precincts group together 
at a shared venue.

Registered voters submitted forms 
that stated their preference. When the 
forms were counted, the tallies were an-
nounced: 81 votes for Bernie Sanders, 
29 votes for Hillary Clinton, and 4 un-
decided votes. Precinct 127 was allotted 
6 delegates who will attend district and 
county conventions. The delegates were 
distributed proportionately, according 
to the votes: four delegates for Sanders 
and two for Clinton.

Washington Democrats choose their 
presidential candidates solely through 
the caucus system. This is unlike Wash-

Democrats Choose Delegates at Caucus
Sanders, 81; Clinton, 29; Undecided, 4

ington Republicans, who will require  
all their delegates at their national con-
vention to vote on the first ballot for the 
winner of the state primary that will be 
held on May 24. Washington voters in 
the May primary may vote for Demo-
crats but the 101 Washington delegates 
to the Democratic national convention 
will already have been selected and ap-
portioned through caucus votes and  
the subsequent county and state con-
ventions.

Selecting delegates
Following the announcement of the 

vote count, participants were allowed 
one minute to speak on behalf of their 
candidate. Those who spoke for Clin-
ton emphasized her experience and 
qualifications, her ability to build co-
alitions and implement programs, her 
savvy, her lifelong support for women, 
and her perseverance and willingness 
to fight. “She works hard and does her 
homework,” one person noted. Anoth-
er praised Sanders and hoped he would 
have a role in the Clinton administra-
tion.

Those who spoke for Sanders 
stressed the importance of this election 
and the need for change, asserting that 
polls at this point show Sanders to be 
the most electable candidate against ei-
ther of the two remaining Republican 
candidates. That person ended her com-

Democrat caucus attendees listen to Precinct Committee Officer Gail Nicolls (standing, up-
per left) read instructions before counting votes.

ments by turning her back to the crowd 
and showing the writing on her Bernie 
Sanders T-shirt: “Not for Sale.” Another 
person said that this is the first time in 
more than 20 years that he can vote for 
someone “who speaks for me.”

The caucus broke into two subcau-
cuses to elect delegates. Sanders del-
egates are Howard Pellett, Juby Fouts, 
Mike Stamper, and Becky Stinson, and 
their alternates Diane Murray, Sequoia 
Ferrell, Ginger Orsini, and Mary Jo 
Andrak. Clinton delegates are Melody 
Young and Kathleen Phillips, and their 
alternates Wendell Phillips and Sally 
Riordan.

The road ahead
Nicolls emphasized the importance 

of electing Democrats up and down the 
ballot this year, observing that no Dem-
ocratic president can fulfill their agenda 
without the help of the US Congress. 
She encouraged caucus-goers to remain 
active throughout the campaign, prom-
ising to call on them for help through 
November. For more information or 
to offer yourself as a volunteer, contact 
Nicolls at guemesgail@gmail.com.

(To read a report about the Repub-
lican caucus held on February 20, see 
page 8 of the March Tide.) 
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Editors’ note: This section lists island 
events we think readers might want 
to know about more than a month in 
advance.

•• The Spring Talent Show will be 
held at the Community Center on May 
14 (see article on page 13).

•• The Dog Island Run will occur 
on June 4.

•Save the Date•
Island students who are on the first-

semester honor roll at Anacortes High 
School are:

Brynna Bone, 4.0
Katherine Butler, 3.957
Sam Stamper, 3.55
Congratulations to them for their 

achievements. 

The Gathering Lunch program will 
serve its last meals in April and will then 
suspend operation until October 6.

Meals are served on Thursdays from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. for a suggest-

ed $5 donation at the 
Guemes Island Com-
munity Church. It’s a 
great opportunity to 
socialize with friends 
and neighbors over a 
hot meal that is pro-
vided by island vol-
unteer cooks.

On April 7, you 
can enjoy gluten-

free chili verde. Chicken enchiladas will 
be served on April 14, followed by the 
cook’s choice on April 21. On April 28, 
the season ends with a meal of baked 
ham.

Thanks go to all the hardworking 
volunteer cooks.

For more information or to arrange 
meals for the housebound, contact Lor-
raine Francis at 540-0920. 

Applications for the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarships are due by 5 
p.m. on Friday, April 22. Send or deliver applications to Jan Ebersole at 5308  
West Shore Road.

High-school juniors and seniors who live on Guemes Island are eligible to  
apply for the three scholarships. Awards of $500, $1,000, and $1,500 will be  
given to the top three high-achieving students. Only seniors are eligible for the 
$1,500 scholarship.

An award ceremony and reception for the winning candidates will be held on 
Sunday, May 1, at 3 p.m. at the Guemes Island Community Church.This year 
marks the 25th year of the program, which was co-founded by Betty Crookes and 
originally sponsored by the Women’s Club. Numerous island organizations now 
raise money to fund the program. 

For the sixth consecutive year, 
Guemes Island Science Camp will be 
held in July. The popular camp is open 
to children from 4 through 11 on July 5 
through July 8.

Retired educators Kathy Finks, 
Carol Harma, and Holiday Matchett, 
favorite storyteller Margaret Read 
McDonald, and the Whitman family 
singers will host the half-day sessions 
that are divided into three age groups. 
Each group is limited to 15 young 
scientists. 

An adult guardian must attend 
camp with their youngster. 

To register your child or grand-
child, contact Kathy Finks at 588-9192 
or kfin@earthlink.net.

Community Soup Supper continues in April on the first and third Tuesdays of 
the month at the Guemes Island Community Church. A simple supper of home-
made soups is served at 6 p.m., followed by a program at 7 p.m. All are welcome.

On April 5, Island Hospital chief executive officer Vince Oliver will present an 
update on the many advances at Island Hospital, including current projects and 

major challenges. Topics presented will include eco-
nomic issues, physician recruitment and retention, 
new services, and more. Ample time will be allotted to 
take questions from those in attendance.

On April 19, Dave Margeson will speak about the 
US Army Corps of Engineers snagboat program that 
used specially designed boats to remove snags from 
navigable waters. The program started in 1824 and by 

1885 was creating navigable channels in Puget Sound–area rivers. Margeson’s fo-
cus will be on the sternwheeler W.T. Preston, which operated from 1929 until 1981. 
The Preston is a 165-foot shallow-draft, steam-powered paddle-wheeler that is part 
of the Anacortes Museum and Maritime Heritage Center at 703 R Avenue in Ana-
cortes. The boat is open to the public in April and May on the weekends and Tues-
day through Sunday in June, July, and August. 

Science Camp Returns

Gathering Lunches 
End for the Season

April Programs for  
Community Soup Supper

Island Scholarships Awarded May 1
Guemes Gold Applications Due April 22

AHS Honor Roll
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By Edith Walden
The Tide missed Shirley Gladish’s  

90th birthday announcement, but 
fortunately the folks at the Gather-
ing didn’t. She got a candle in her des-
sert and a rousing rendition of “Happy 
Birthday” two days before her birthday, 
which was on February 27.

Another early celebration occurred 
on the island last summer when her 3 
children, 11 of her 14 grandchildren 
(and 4 spouses), and 6 of her 9 great-
grandchildren gathered from far and 
near for a family reunion in honor of 
the upcoming event.

An islander since 1991, Shirley has 
been active in the Guemes Island Com-
munity Church, and was a volunteer 
with the Guemes Island Library and a 
member of the Library Book Club. She’s 
been a member of  the Brown Baggers 
Book Club for 25 years and is still ac-
tive. She volunteered as a proofreader 
for many years for the Evening Star, and 
worked with Anne McCracken and the 
Skagit River Poetry Festival, editing col-
lections of poems that were published 
with the events.  

Happy belated birthday, Shirley!
Editors’ note: During this final year of 

publication, the Tide would like to rec-
ognize all our nonagenarian elders. If you 
know of an islander who is in or will be in 
their nineties and has an upcoming birth-
day, please send the information to us at 
editorial@guemestide.org. 

By Edith Walden
Longtime islander and former Anacortes American publisher Wallie Funk will 

turn 94 on April 29.
He was editor and copublisher of the American from 1950 to 1964, and still 

champions the role of community newspapers in defining communities and chroni-
cling their history. (He is an ardent reader of the Tide and was a fan of the Evening 
Star.)

Wallie also helped found the Anacortes Museum, which published a book last 
year, Pictures of the Past: Celebrating 125 Years of Anacortes History, by Funk. The 
book contains photos from the Wallie Funk Collection at the Anacortes Museum, 
including outstanding photos by Funk. 

Best wishes, Wallie. 

Lynn Prewitt (left) and Susan O’Donnell help groom the Labyrinth on March 19. 
Other helpers at the work party were Phyllis Woolworth, Norm Prewitt, Martha 
Macri, and Bob Anderson.

Shirley Gladish  
Celebrates 90

Happy Birthday, Wallie Funk

A Labyrinthian Labor of Love
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By Edith Walden
About 20 people showed up at  

the March 17 meeting of the Guemes 
Island Community Center Association 
(GICCA)—more than have attended a 
meeting in several years. 

The “hot” topic that drew a crowd 
was a discussion about the future de-
sign, management, and construction  
of the Schoolhouse Park Stage. No 
building has occurred since the slab  
was poured on April 2, 2015.

At its February meeting, GICCA  
decided, upon consultation with co-
manager Mike Gwost, to hire licensed 
contractor Bill Chagnon to supervise 
the next building phase: construct-
ing forms and pouring footings for the 
foundation. 

GICCA trustee Tom Deach report-
ed that he met with Ivan Kaliban, the 
engineer who provided the structural 
drawings for the Stage. Deach asked for 
options to address the board’s concern 
about the complex design of the roof 
structure and of the shear walls. Kaliban 
suggested that conventional construc-
tion with a two-by-six frame would save 
time and money in the construction of 
the shear walls. The change would also 
open up the walls to accept electricity.

Deach also reported that the de-
sign of the handicap ramp did not meet 
ADA regulations and needed revision. 
He added that several island builders 
suggested that the log purlins on the 
roof structure be substituted with sawed 
timbers, that drainage must be provided 
off the existing concrete pad, and that 
venting would be needed in the con-
crete walls. 

Us vs. them 
To a number of people in the room, 

who had volunteered extensive labor 
and energy six years ago choosing and 
harvesting just the right logs for the de-
sign, this suggestion was viewed as a 
hostile takeover. 

GICCA trustee Sarah Sibley sug-
gested that emotion be set aside to look 
at facts. She acknowledged the beautiful 
design and the amazing volunteerism, 
adding, “The reality is that it has been 

GICCA Holds Heated Meeting

six years and people want to know 
where the money is. I think no one re-
ally discussed the true cost of the struc-
ture in the beginning.” 

She estimated that $44,000 would 
still be needed to finish the project with 
hired contractors.

Todd Figenshow, the island contrac-
tor who has been consulting with Gwost 
on construction, questioned whether 
the contractors the board had consult-
ed were reluctant to face the challenges 
of using logs rather than dimensional 
lumber. He observed that the “organic” 
design concept was not insurmountable 
but would increase the price. He also 
noted that the Murray Read Pavilion 
had taken 10 years to build.

Bill Warmouth asked the board, 
“You live on an island, but you don’t 
have patience? The original concept 
was that it was being done on Guemes 
time—with volunteers.”

Then voices started rising and ac-
cusations were made about how much 
time the board had spent volunteering 
on work parties. GICCA secretary Julie 

Pingree offered that the board was origi-
nally told that the project would cost 
$20,000 to build, but that was a time 
when the economy had bottomed and 
many people didn’t have work, so could 
afford to volunteer labor. 

Suggestions were made that volun-
teers would refuse to work for an off- 
island contractor. 

“Where does a person have the right 
to spearhead this project?” Warmouth 
asked, citing an “unwritten law” on Lo-
pez Island that one has to live on Lopez 
for 20 years before one can even apply to 
be a member of their community coun-
cil. Phillips facetiously suggested she 
would just resign.

Warmouth insisted that people who 
had lived here longer “would under-
stand the island. You’re not just coming 
in here with your Bellevue money, say-
ing ‘Get ’er done, get ’er done, get ’er 
done!’” Arguing and shouting ensued.

Civility prevails
Deach reiterated that the board was 

putting the issue out for discussion. 

Braving cold and windy weather on March 23, (from left) Michael Grennell, Bill Warmouth, 
and Dan Burnett measure rebar to cut and bend in preparation for pouring the concrete 
foundation for the Schoolhouse Park Stage.
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High-Speed Internet
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“The discussion should be civil and we 
should be hearing from people—every-
one—and then we can make an appro-
priate decision,” he said.

Penny Hewitt broke in and request-
ed, “Can we just change the tone here a 
little bit? We all live here and we all un-
derstand what we’re trying to say. Can 
we just find a way to listen?”

A more respectful dialog began. Mi-
chael Brown offered his opinion that the 
people who give money are as equally 
committed to the project as the people 
who are volunteering labor. 

A consensus was reached to move 
ahead with the foundation work, revised 
for the ADA access and supervised by 
Chagnon. 

The board hopes to get bids for  
construction, with design options,  
and hopes to bring them to the next 
meeting for further discussion.

Robert Olson described drawing the 
original design for the Stage in the dirt 
after a music night in his studio. “We’re 
still all right here,” he said, “and we’re 

still all digging in the dirt to try to make 
this thing happen. I don’t see that any-
one wants it to end.”

At this point, people began to volun-
teer for phases of the project, a sign-up 
list was circulated, and Warmouth of-
fered to help organize volunteers. 

By the time the topic was tabled, 
many at the meeting agreed that com-
munication was improving and that the 
project was moving forward, although 
hard decisions may still need to be 
made.

The next GICCA meeting will be 
on Thursday, April 21, at 7 p.m. at the 
Community Center.

Editors’ note: Janet Baltzer, a Lopez 
resident for 25 years and director of the 
Lopez Center for Community and the 
Arts, told the Tide that of the 10 members 
on their council, only one was born and 
raised there; four members have lived there 
three years or less, including one council 
member who has lived there for only seven 
months; and none of the remaining mem-
bers had lived there as long as she had. 

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting, 

Monday, April 11, 2016,   
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  

Public welcome.
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By Sarah Sibley
On Saturday, April 16, the Guemes 

Island Community Center Association 
(GICCA) is proud to sponsor “Raise the 
Stage”—a benefit for our outdoor stage 
project. 

The event starts at 5 p.m. at the 
Community Center. Come hear some 
eclectic, ear-pleasing music, feast on 
food for sale from the DIGS Kitchen 
food truck that will be operating at the 
Community Center, and learn about 
the progress of the Schoolhouse Park 
Stage project.

Featured bands are Crazy Like a Fox, 
a jazz duo; the Mosstones, a rock band 
from Anacortes; Banjo Eddie and One 
Too Many, our own island bluegrass 
band; and Sky All Around, an indie 
folk-rock band from Anacortes. 

The event starts at the Communi-
ty Center at 5 p.m. with a $10 suggest-
ed donation. GICCA has applied for 
a liquor license for the event. Proceeds 
from the donations for beer and wine 
will go to the Stage project. Childcare 
will be available at the Church during 
the event.

Come help raise the stage! 

“Raise the Stage”: 
Spring Music Fest 
Offers Four Bands

Island artist Carol Steffy designed the 
poster for the Music Fest.

FERRY FORUM
(continued from page 1)

By Edith Walden
After reading last month’s front-page story about the wildland fire truck that was 

given to the Guemes Island Fire Department (GIFD) and recently refurbished, a Tide 
reader wanted to know how a Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
truck ever got to Florida to begin with—especially with only 23,000 miles on it. Fire 
Chief Gerry Francis clarified the truck transfer at the GIFD fire commissioners’ meet-
ing on March 14.

The US Department of Defense (DOD) has a Firefighter Property Program that 
enables fire districts to receive surplus equipment for use in firefighting and emer-
gency services. The program is administered through state forestry agencies. In 
Washington, the program is administered by the DNR. 

According to Francis, the GIFD truck was originally used at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, in an unknown capacity by an unknown branch of the DOD. It was trans-
ferred to a federal surplus-equipment disposal facility in Florida, where it was 
granted to GIFD through the DNR. 

Title to the vehicle is granted upon possession of the truck. In return, the fire 
district is responsible for transporting the vehicle, must place it in service within one 
year of taking possession, must pay for any refurbishing, and must agree to assist 
DNR in fighting wildland fires. 

Total expenses to GIFD for the 2009 Ford 350, including transportation and 
upgrading, were $32,467.25 for a vehicle worth $125,000 if new.

The former brush rig, a 1991 Ford 350, was declared by the commissioners to  
be surplus equipment and is offered for sale for $7,000 or best offer. Also available  
as surplus equipment is an 11-hp Briggs & Stratton engine and a Ford truck center 
seat/console. 

To bid on any of these items, contact Francis at 293-8364 or 540-0930.

New Fire Truck Came From  
Department of Defense

the current funding formula, which is 
based on a five-year rolling average. The 
remaining 35 percent comes from the 
county road fund.

The Public Ferry Forum was estab-
lished in 2010 by county resolution “as 
a venue for public advisory input on is-
sues concerning Guemes Island ferry 
operations where the County and the 

public can come together and address 
ferry issues of mutual interest.” The res-
olution requires that such meetings be 
open to the general public to establish 
a broad-based forum where county of-
ficials and staff and citizens at large “can 
collectively and collaboratively discuss 
issues of concern.”

For more information, contact Ra-
chel Rowe at rrowe@co.skagit.wa.us or 
416-1400. 
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When What Time Where Contact

Mondays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Wednesdays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221
Zumba* 9:00	-	10:00	am Hall Elke	Macartney	770-7831
Kundalini	Yoga 2:30	-	4:00	pm Church Constance	Mayer	299-3358
Yoga 6:30	-	8:00	pm Hall Sue	Gwost	293-5708

Fridays Strength-Building	Group 7:30	-	8:15	am Church Dyvon	Havens	293-0221

Apr.	1,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am Church Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996
April	Fools'	Day Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Apr.	2,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Apr.	3,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589

Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639
Apr.	4,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382

Apr.	5,	Tues. Brown	Bag	Book	Club 1:30	pm H.	Matchett's Connie	Snell	708-3589
Community	Soup	Supper:		Vince	Oliver,	 6:00	pm Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
		Island	Hospital	CEO

Apr.	6,	Wed. Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Apr.	7,	Thu. Gathering	Lunch:	Chile	Verde 11:30	am	-	12:15	pm Church Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
Apr.	8,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am Church Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Apr.	9,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Music	at	DIGS:	Jacob	Navarro	and	 5:30	-	8:30	pm Resort DIGS	Kitchen	826-2233
		Danny	Barnes

Apr.	10,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639

Apr.	11,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Fire	Commissioners	Meeting 7:00	pm Fire	Hall Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
Historical	Society 7:00	pm Church Carol	Deach	708-2726

Apr.	12,	Tues. Public	Ferry	Forum 6:00	-	7:30	pm Hall Rachel	Rowe	333-1496
Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Apr.	13,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549
Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Apr.	14,	Thu. Gathering	Lunch:	Chicken	Enchiladas 11:30	am	-	12:15	pm Church Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
All	events	listed	are	open	to	the	public	(some	require	preregistration).		Asterisk	(*)	indicates	fee	for	event.

Regularly	Scheduled	Exercise	Classes

Island	Events	by	the	Day
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When What Time Where Contact
Apr.	15,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am Church Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Apr.	16,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Raise	the	Stage	Music	Fest 5:00	pm Hall Sarah	Sibley	206-992-3434
Apr.	17,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589

Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639
Apr.	18,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
A	Course	in	Miracles 6:30	-	8:00	pm 4709	S	Shore	Dr Cleo	Bouffiou	466-1382
Library	Book	Club 8:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128

Apr.	19,	Tues. Community	Soup	Supper:	Dave	Margeson	- 6:00	pm Church Connie	Snell	708-3589
	 		Army	Corps	of	Engineers	Snagboat	Program
Apr.	20,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Apr.	21,	Thu. Gathering	Lunch:	Cook's	Choice 11:30	am	-	12:15	pm Church Lorraine	Francis	293-8364

GICCA	Meeting 7:00	pm Hall Kathleen	Phillips	299-0068
Apr.	22,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am Church Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996
Earth	Day Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Passover
Apr.	23,	Sat. Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Apr.	24,	Sun. Church	Service 9:30	am Church Connie	Snell	708-3589

Movie	Night 6:30	pm Hall Rob	Schroder	588-1639
Apr.	25,	Mon. Nidra	Yoga	Meditation	 9:30	am Church Anne	Jackets	293-0530

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Cemetery	Commissioners	Meeting 6:00	pm Fire	Hall Angie	Veal	941-1930

Apr.	26,	Tues. Knitting	Night 7:00	pm Pellett's Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Apr.	27,	Wed. Women's	Fellowship 11:00	am Church Anne	Passarelli	299-2549

Library	open 2	-	4	and	6	-	8	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Apr.	28,	Thu. Gathering	Lunch:	Baked	Ham 11:30	am	-	12:15	pm Church Lorraine	Francis	293-8364
Apr.	29,	Fri. Meditation 8:30	-10:30	am Church Jon	Prescott	360-929-6996
Arbor	Day Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
Apr.	30,	Sat. Island	Cleanup 1:00	-	4:00	pm Park Edie	Clark	299-3230

Library	open 2:00	-	4:00	pm Library Carol	Pellett	293-8128
DIGS		and	Music:	The	Hoe	and	the	Harrow	 5:00	pm Hall DIGS	Kitchen	826-2233
		CD	release

UPCOMING: Sunday,	May	1	-	Guemes	Gold	Reception 3:00	pm Church Janice	Veal	293-3721
To	add	your	event,	email:	calendar@guemestide.org	(by	the	15th	of	the	month).
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By Edith Walden
It’s stinging nettle 

time on the island. 
For many of us, it is 
a spring ritual (and 
tonic) to gather their 
young tips to make a 
special meal. One of 
my favorite recipes is 
nettle pesto.

In 2013, when 
I went to visit Jus-
tin James just before 
he died, he request-
ed that I bring net-
tles from the island. I 
packed up about 10 
pounds of nettles and 
held my breath when 
I went through airport 
security.

Justin and I spent 
a day in the kitchen 
making massive quantities of nettle soup and nettle pesto, 
perfecting the recipes as we went along. His family members 
were instant converts, and even raise their own nettles now in 
his honor. Both recipes freeze well.

Use gloves to gather the tender nettle tops (usually the top 
six inches before they blossom) and prepare the nettles. Dis-
card the stems. I use tongs to transfer them for measuring and 
cooking. Our nettle soup recipe was published on page 18 of 
the April 2014 Tide (see archived copies at guemestide.org). 
Here’s the nettle pesto recipe:

Justin’s Nettle Pesto
 

Nettle leaves (about 8 cups somewhat packed)  
½ cup olive oil  
½ cup walnuts  
½ cup shredded Parmesan cheese  
3–4 cloves minced garlic  
2 tsp. lemon juice  
Salt

Blanch three big tongfuls of nettle leaves at a time in about 
two quarts of boiling, salted (1 tsp.) water for two minutes. 
Drain nettle leaves and cool. 

When they’re cool, thoroughly squeeze out moisture. 
(They do not sting after they are cooked.) Wrap nettles in a 
cotton or linen dishtowel and wring until thoroughly dry. 
(The liquid can be used for other cooking purposes.)

Combine ½ cup (packed) of the squeezed nettles in a 
food processor with the remaining ingredients. Pulverize until 
smooth and salt to taste. 

Nettles: Free Food

By Edith Walden
More than 45 happy chowder eaters voted for the best sea-

food chowder, the best vegetarian chowder, and the most cre-
ative chowder following delicious and generous tastings of all 
six entries at the Chowder Cook-Off on March 19. 

The winners were Diane Murray for best seafood chowder, 
Suzie Gwost for best vegetarian chowder, and Jack Smith for 
most creative chowder. In their acceptance speeches, Murray 
thanked Olivia Snell for her donation of salmon; Gwost cred-
ited her son Gene for the invention of the butternut chowder; 
and Smith confessed that he had been working all day to pro-
duce his corn and chorizo chowder. Each winner was present-
ed with a soup ladle and a chef ’s hat that read “Guemes Island 
2016 Best Creative Chowder.” And they take home bragging 
rights, of course.

Sponsored by the Guemes Island Community Center As-
sociation as a fundraiser, the event raised about $200 for the 
general fund. 

Calling All Chowderheads

Above: Wear gloves when handling raw 
nettles; after cooking, they don’t sting. 
Below: Diane Murray reported that this, 
her first batch of nettle pesto, tasted 
“divine.”

Chowder champs (from left) Suzie Gwost, Jack Smith, and Diane 
Murray enjoy their winnings together.

By Edith Walden
The annual Spring Potluck and Talent Show will be held 

on Saturday, May 14, at the Community Center.
The potluck starts at 6 p.m., followed at 7 p.m. by the 

presentation of amazing homegrown talent by you, your 
friends, and your neighbors. Qi Lou is working with the event 
planners to produce a Chinese theme. (Islanders will remem-
ber her stunning Chinese peacock dance at last year’s show.) 

For more information or to register your act, contact 
Kathleen Phillips at kathleenphillips@outlook.com or 299-
0068. Help organizing the event and decorating the Hall is 
welcome.

Get Your Talent Acts Warmed Up
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Juby Fouts and Thomas Dean Fouts 
II (you know him as Tom) announce 
the birth of their only grandchild, 
Thomas Dean Fouts IV, on August 7, 
2015. 

He was born to Aggie Fouts and 
Thomas Dean Fouts III in Anchorage, 
Alaska, where they reside.

Thomas IV got to meet Thomas II 
for the first time in December 2015—in 
Hawaii—when he was five months old. 

Juby notes it was a very special 
Christmas for them all. 

Twins Oscar Allen, 8.9 pounds, 
and John Adam, 7.5 pounds, were 
born at Island Hospital on March 
14 to Adam and Angie Veal. The 
fourth-generation Veals join their 
older brother, Ari Glen, age 2, 
at their Guemes home. They are 
also being watched over by proud 
grandparents Glen and Janice Veal 
and great-grandmother Jane Veal 
Read, 97 years old. 

This may be the first birth of 
twins on Guemes Island—certain-
ly in recent memory—and is quite 
the island event. Their birth was announced at the Guemes Island fire commis-
sioners’ meeting on the 14th and the next day at the Soup Supper program. The 
fire commissioners pointed out that March 14 was Pi Day, when the date matches 
the rounded-up figure for pi, 3.1416—an auspicious beginning for some budding 
mathematicians, perhaps. Congratulations to all the Veals. 

By Edith Walden
As spring arrives and the weather  

improves, the DIGS Kitchen food truck 
is gearing up for some music to accom-
pany your dining experience. Here’s the 
April lineup:

• April 9: Jacob Navarro and Danny 
Barnes will play bluegrass music in the 
Wreck Room at the Guemes Island Re-
sort from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

• April 16:  DIGS will be at the Com-
munity Center at 5 p.m. for the Raise 
the Stage Music Festival, featuring Cra-
zy Like a Fox, the Mosstones, Sky All 
Around, and Banjo Eddie & One Too 
Many (see article on page 10).

• April 30: DIGS will be at the Com-
munity Center at 5 p.m. Folk band the 
Hoe and the Harrow will celebrate its 
CD release from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Spring hours for DIGS Kitchen at 
the Guemes Island Resort are Fridays, 
dinner from 3 to 7 p.m.; Saturdays, 
breakfast from 9 a.m. to noon, and 
lunch and dinner from 12:30 to 7 p.m.; 
and Sundays, breakfast from 9 a.m. to 
noon, and lunch and dinner from 12:30 
to 7 p.m. For more information, call the 
truck at 826-2233. 

By Edith Walden
Island gardener Becky Stinson is helping to organize and run the annual Native 

Plant Sale, sponsored by the Salal Chapter of the Washington Native Plant Society, on 
Saturday, April 30. The sale is held from 10 a.m. to noon behind the Discovery Garden 
at the WSU-Mount Vernon Research Center, 16650 State Route 536 (Memorial High-
way) in Mount Vernon. Bring cash or checks; the society does not accept credit cards.

More than 100 species of native plants will be for sale, and the garden itself is a 
great resource for learning to incorporate more native plants into your landscaping. 
Planting certain native plants along Guemes’s shoreline helps prevent erosion by 
absorbing water runoff and holding soil in place.

Plant offerings include bulbs and rhizomes such as camas, lilies, and iris; ferns; 
ground covers such as kinnickinnick, wild ginger, and wild strawberry; grasses, 
rushes, and sedges; short and tall perennials; and trees, including maples, cedars, and 
shore pines. For a complete list of available plants, email nativegarden@fidalgo.net.

DIGS Kitchen  
Schedules Music

Welcome, Veal Twins!

Oscar (left) and John Veal arrived on Pi Day.

Thomas Dean Fouts IV Is Born

Tom Fouts IV displays a strong family resemblance to his granddad, Tom Fouts II.

Native Plant Sale April 30
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Cole Snell turns 15 on April 5.
Anna Prewitt turns 14 on April 20.
Samantha Spahr turns 9 on April 21.
     (Editors’ note: This section lists birth-
days of youngsters with island connec-
tions turning 16 or younger. To get a 
family member added, contact us at 
editorial@guemestide.org or 299-9999.)

Island 
Birthdays

By Edith Walden
Islander Andy Gladish led a tool-

sharpening workshop at the Anacortes 
Library on February 27. The workshop 
is part of a series of skill-sharing work-
shops sponsored by Transition Fidalgo 
& Friends.

Andy told the group that he began 
collecting knives when he was 10, and 
began sharpening chainsaws when he 
was in his 20s. He developed his interest 
in tools as he fixed them in farm settings 
and as he began doing silver fabrication 
and making jewelry. About 18 years ago, 
he became interested blacksmithing and 
decorative ironwork and built his first 
forge. As he began doing craft shows, he 
was introduced to knife makers, and be-
gan to realize that knife making was just 

Kit Marcinko found this stone figure at a 
recent Anacortes garage sale. If you have 
ideas about its age or where it might have 
been carved, please contact Kit at 293-
6745 or kit.marcinko@gmail.com.

Andy Gladish: Knife Maker Mysterious Figure  
Emerges From Garageanother form of 

blacksmithing. He 
fell in love again 
with knives, espe-
cially ones that can 
be used daily.

At ElementFE, 
his artistic metal 
studio on Guemes, 
Andy now mostly 
makes carbon-steel 
cooking knives, 
working with top 
Northwest chefs 
to learn the re-
quirements for a 
fine and affordable 
handmade knife.

At the work-
shop he explained 
how knives are 

made and illustrated sharpening tech-
niques, using a diamond whetstone, 
a sharpening steel, and a motorized 
grinder. Garden tools, he explained, 
are not made of such fragile material as 
knives, and can be sharpened in numer-
ous ways (including rubbing a shovel 
blade on a concrete surface). 

Gladish is at the Anacortes Farmers 
Market every second Saturday and at 
the Bellingham Farmers Market every 
first and third Saturday, and is usually 
at the Holiday Bazaar on Guemes.  
To learn more, visit his website at  
handmadecookingknives.com or con-
tact him at andy@elementfe.com. 

To learn more about Transition Fi-
dalgo & Friends and their workshops, 
see transitionfidalgo.org. 

bikespot 
bicycle repair 
sales & service 
parts & accessories 
210 Commercial Ave. 
360-588-1676 
 
 
 

 

At a workshop on February 27, Andy Gladish demonstrates how to 
sharpen a knife with a sharpening steel.
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Those who enjoyed the Nick 
Allison Trio at the Community Center 
on March 6 may want to hear more 
jazz with Nick at the piano. He will be 
playing with the renowned Eugenie 
Jones Quartet on Sunday, April 10, at 
2 p.m. at the Anacortes Library.  The 
free concert is part of the Jazz at the 
Library program. 

Vocalist and composer Jones 
was just named Earshot Jazz 2015 
Vocalist of the Year, and she received 
the Northwest Recording of the Year 
award in 2013.

By Edith Walden
Just as the Tide was going to print 

last month, our North Beach correspon-
dent Sally Stapp reported an interesting 
finding: when it rains one inch, every 
acre collects 27,154 gallons of water. 

There are 7,545 acres on Guemes 
Island. So last month on February 15, 
when it rained 1.32 inches in one day, 
Guemes needed to absorb or release 
270,437,548 gallons of water. And in 
those six days from February 10 through 
15, Guemes received 583,899,251 gal-
lons of water—yes, over half a billion! 

No wonder it flooded. Since our wa-
ter table is pretty much at capacity, that 
means we have a lot of runoff, so don’t 
stop conserving water.

And speaking of flooding, two wind-
storms that came during very high tides 
on March 10 and 13 flooded a number 
of properties on West Shore and North 
Beach (see photo on the front page of 
this issue). 

Winds were clocked at the Nootka 
Lane station at 30 mph with gusts up 
to 41 mph on March 10. North Beach 
lost power and more trees came down 
on roads, making them temporarily im-
passable.

March lived up to the saying “in like 
a lion.” Here’s hoping for more lamb-
like weather in April. 

Yossarian Day Earns Nursing Degree

Sentinels of Spring

Local Jazz at the  
Anacortes Library

Half a Billion  
Gallons of Rain!

Clockwise from top left: Spring began with the open-
ing of Michael Grennell’s Riff-Raff coffee stand at the 
ferry landing; the stand is open Monday through 
Saturday from 7:30 to 11 a.m. on nonrainy day. In a 
duel of spring symbols, daffodils threaten to engulf a 
bicycle. Chris Damarjian’s roadside stand on Guemes 
Island Road offers daffodils, tulips, and vegetable starts. 
A peace-loving leprechaun appeared at the ferry land-
ing to greet islanders with Irish spirit in time for Saint 
Patrick’s Day. The first rufous hummingbirds were seen 
on Guemes on February 25. 
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By Edith Walden
After a year at Skagit Valley College 

fulfilling prerequisite courses and two 
years in the school’s nursing program, 
Yossarian Day graduated as a registered 
nurse on March 14.

Following a short breather, he will 
begin studying for his Nursing Board 
exam, and will then look for a nursing 
job (in Anacortes, he hopes). In April, 
he begins a one-year intensive program 
at Western Washington University to 
earn a bachelor of science in nursing.

Many islanders will remember “Yo” 
fondly (and his food) from when he was 
the main chef for 10 years at Ander-
son’s General Store, under the Ander-

son family’s management. When asked 
if he missed cooking, Day was quick 
to answer, “Not really, but I miss the 
people”—especially after working a 
short summer stint to help out at DIGS 
Kitchen as the food truck got its start 
last year. 

Day becomes the fourth RN in the 
family. His wife, Monica Clifton, com-
mutes to work as an RN at the UW 
Medical Center in Seattle. His mother, 
Pam, works at PeaceHealth St. Joseph 
Medical Center in Bellingham, and his 
mother-in-law, Jackie Bohn, was also a 
nurse.

Congratulations, Yo! (We still miss 
your food.)
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By Edith Walden
In the spring of 2015, a few months 

after the death of her father, islander 
Lisa Grace and five other women started 
Anacortes Threshold Singers (ATS), a 
chapter of the international organization 
of Threshold Choirs. 

When her father was dying, Lisa 
had requested a visit from a Threshold 
Choir, and had experienced the com-
fort that she and her father had received 
from the choir’s quiet, gentle a cappella 
singing and harmonies.

It was a natural fit for Grace, who is 
a vocal instructor and has her own mu-
sic studio in Anacortes. The Anacortes 
Threshold Singers meet to rehearse at 
LGMusic on the first and third Sundays 
of the month from 4:45 to 6:15 p.m. 
Their mission is to sing in small groups 
of one to three singers at the bedsides of 
those who are at the threshold of living 
and dying. There is no charge for their 
service; the choir considers it a gift.

Who can join?
You need not be a professional singer 

or know how to read music to join, nor 
do you have to audition. You must be 
able to carry a tune, hold a part (or sin-
cerely want to learn) while others sing 
harmony, sing softly and blend your 
voice with others, communicate kind-
ness with your voice, and be willing to 
self-monitor and accept peer feedback.

Members are asked to make a mini-

Threshold Choir Brings Comfort

mum donation of $12 per year to pro-
vide funds for copying music, training, 
supporting a website, and other business 
and outreach expenses. As a member, 
you do not have to attend every rehears-
al, nor do you even have to sing at bed-
sides. There are multiple ways to sup-
port the choir. At this time, the choir is 
just for female voices. 

Scheduling a bedside visit
ATS has sung three times for island-

er Betty Curtis. Gary Curtis describes 
the visits as being enjoyable for Betty, 
as well as for attending family mem-
bers. Visits are by request only, and can 
be scheduled for once or twice a month 
per client. Choir members will sing at 
local nursing homes, at care centers, or 
in private homes. There they will sing 
short, simple, nondenominational songs 
for about 20 minutes or less, depend-
ing on the needs of the client and family 
members. Their goal is to bring a calm 
and focused presence to the bedside—
comfort and kindness to clients, family 
members, and caregivers.

To schedule a visit, contact ATS at 
AnacThreshold@gmail.com or (410) 
428-5460 or (425) 890-0609.

Blessings both ways
Choir members join for a number 

of reasons. At a rehearsal, several shared 
their reasons with the Tide. Most ex-
pressed the desire to sing and give ser-

vice. Some, like Grace, had experienced 
a choir during the dying of a loved one. 
And they spoke of the honor they held 
at being at the bedside and the pro-
found calming effect they receive when 
they sing together. One woman spoke 
of the many meetings she needs to go 
to for other commitments: “Sometimes 
when I get my keys to leave for a meet-
ing, I realize I really don’t want to go. 
When I am going to choir rehearsal, I 
am always excited and eager to attend.”

At the end of most rehearsals, a 
member is invited to lie in a lounge 
chair in the middle of the room to expe-
rience what it is like to be sung to. I had 
gone to photograph a rehearsal for this 
article and accepted an invitation to be 
in the chair.

The soft, gentle voices wafted in 
blended unison around the room, and I 
could feel the relaxation and calming ef-
fect. Then the song split into harmonies, 
and suddenly that feeling was magni-
fied, radiating throughout the room and 
pulsing through me, bringing tears and 
soothing in a transcendent way.

Open House on April 17
ATS celebrates its one-year anniver-

sary with an Open House on Sunday, 
April 17, from 4 to 6 p.m. at LGMusic, 
at 1004 19th Street in Anacortes. The 
public is invited to come listen to the 
singing, meet the members, and learn 
more about the Threshold Choir mis-
sion. 

For more information, visit the web-
sites anacortesthresholdsingers.org and 
thresholdchoir.org. 

The Anacortes Threshold Singers practice in Lisa Grace’s music studio.
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About 15 island children and grandchildren dyed dozens of Easter eggs on March 25 at the Community Center to get them 
ready for the Easter Bunny to hide the next day at the annual Egg Dash at Schoolhouse Park. Dads Diner donated 15 dozen 
eggs, DIGS Kitchen donated 5 dozen, and islanders donated numerous others.

Lalon and Iona McLean filled more than 400 plastic eggs with candy, and Emily Bush helped her dad, graphic artist Allen 
Bush, make posters. She also helped make decisions about the Easter-basket prizes that went to the finders of the three sought-
after Golden Eggs.

On Saturday, the Easter Bunny had help hiding the eggs from Allen Bush, Blaine Detering, Michael Grennell, Danni Snell, 
and Lisa Torcoletti. And at 11 a.m., about 45 children dashed off to three different areas of the Park, designated by age group, 
to find eggs.

Finders of the Golden Eggs were Kellen Gee, Brody Huffman, and Anna Prewitt and Katherine Butler, who had to search 
and search to find the very well hidden last Golden Egg. Baskets containing beautiful coloring books, colored pencils, big choc-
olate bunnies, or a big stuffed bunny were given to the winners.

Event planner Angela McLean was assisted by Kelly Bush, and the Guemes Island Community Center Association donated 
$50 for the event. 

Dyeing and Dashing for Easter Eggs

Clockwise from top left: 
Youngsters run for eggs at 
the start of the Egg Dash 
(note in upper right Angie 
Veal with newborn twins 
Oscar and John, who are 
attending their first Egg 
Dash). A toddler looks 
askance at her discovered 
Easter eggs. Eggs were 
hidden everywhere at 
Schoolhouse Park, even 
among the play equip-
ment. A young searcher 
looks to fill her very stylish 
Easter basket. Kelly Bush 
hands out treats.
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•  in memoriam •

Alan Michael “Mike” Knisely, 75, died of natural causes 
on February 9.

Mike moved to Guemes in 2011. He had worked in the 
San Francisco area for many years. He was active at the Ana-
cortes Senior Activity Center and the Anacortes Elks Lodge 
and was known there as “Guemes Mike.” He was an avid 
bridge player. 

He is survived by a sister. He was an Elks member for 41 
years; a memorial was conducted at the Anacortes Elks Lodge 
on March 26.

Robert “Bob” Mount 
passed away on February 
25 in Mount Vernon, 
with his loved ones at 
his side.

Bob was born in Se-
attle on May 15, 1934, 
to James and Dorothy 
Mount. His parents were 
Seattle schoolteachers 
who bought a waterfront 
home on Guemes Island 
in 1938. Bob and his 
sister, Marge, enjoyed 
childhood summers 

there, and Bob moved there after his retirement from Boeing 
and Sundstrand, where he had been an electrical engineer. 

Bob’s major interest for several years after he turned 40 
was motorcycle riding and motocross racing. He won many 
trophies, and a highlight was his participation in a motocross 
competition in the Seattle Kingdome in 1979. 

He also enjoyed trailblazing and built over three miles of 
trails by hand on private property and logging trails on the 
west side of Guemes and kept them maintained for multiple 
uses as long as he lived here. He also enjoyed hiking, skiing, 
fishing, and boating in the San Juan Islands. 

He is survived by sister Marge Mount of San Rafael, fian-
cée Elsa-Lill Gaiger Shires, stepdaughter Laura McCully, and 
stepson Ron Flint (Julie), who credits Bob for introducing 
him to the beloved life he now enjoys on Guemes. Private in-
terment was at Edens Cemetery, next to his parents. 

A Celebration of Life was held at the Flint home on 
Guemes Island. 

Memorials may be made to your favorite charity.

Drienna (Millard) Munsell 
of Guemes Island passed away 
early in the morning of March 1 
at Harborview Hospital in Seat-
tle following a stroke. Her three 
children and husband were at 
her side.

She was born January 22, 
1938, to Ray and Elaine Mil-
lard in Anacortes, and spent her 
childhood in Anacortes and Se-
attle’s Ballard neighborhood. At 
Ballard High School, she was a 

soloist in choir and graduated in 1956.
Following graduation, she worked for a short time as a 

dental office receptionist. In 1958, Drienna married and had 
three children, divorcing in the early 1990s. She worked for 
many years at Barry Lafferty’s Pharmacy in Ballard, often 
speaking warmly of the people she worked with there. After 
moving to Edmonds in 1964, she worked for an accounting 
firm, and later as a purchaser for the Fluke Corporation in Ev-
erett and Wall Data in Redmond.

After an Anacortes class reunion, mutual friends recon-
nected her with her high-school beau, Bob Munsell. They 
married in July 2001, eventually moving to Guemes Island, 
where they built their dream home together. 

Drienna was a wonderful, supportive, and loving moth-
er, grandmother, and wife. She loved the serenity of Guemes, 
where she tended to her flower and vegetable gardens. She of-
ten spoke of the challenges of keeping the deer from eating all 
her flowers. She loved reading, especially in her lawn chair or 
sitting at the picnic table on the beach in the warm sun. 

She studied various painting styles for 19 years under 
teachers from around the world, giving particular emphasis 
to the Russian Zhostoro floral style. She enjoyed painting her 
intricate designs on wood, porcelain, fabric, or canvas while 
watching the beautiful water and beach views. She taught 
painting at her island studio. 

She spoke fondly of the many friends she and Bob have 
on the island and how they all looked out for each other. Her 
Indian Village neighbors remember her as always being avail-
able to help with needs for car repair, car rides, boat repair, 
paper towels, sea salt, and computer help—or  welcomed with 
a hug, a drink, and even a meal while dropping in to watch a 
Mariners game.

Drienna is survived by her husband, Bob Munsell; son 
Todd Bohon; daughters Cynthia Cooper (Dino) and Leah 
Plaisance (Chris); sister Karilyn Beckstrom (Ron); and broth-
er Don Millard (Nancy). Surviving grandchildren are Conor, 
Kendra, and Niko.

A memorial service was held at Edmonds Presbyterian 
Church on March 10.

Drienna Munsell Robert Craig Mount

Alan Michael Knisely
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Five Years Ago
The trials and rewards of  

serving in strange and some-
times difficult locations around 
the world are recounted as some 
30 former Peace Corps volun-
teers gather at Anderson’s Store 
to mark the 50th anniversary of 
the organization. 

Plans to avoid “orphaned” 
cars on the Anacortes side after 
the final Sunday run is among 
several Levels of Service concerns 
discussed in a Public Ferry Fo-
rum led by county officials.

Holiday and Bob Matchett 
report on their journey to New 
Zealand, when Christchurch was 
struck by a major earthquake as 
they drove toward it.

—Guemes Tide, April 2011

Ten Years Ago 
Call him “Captain or Pastor” 

and you only begin to describe 
the many talents and interests 
of Captain Don Taylor, it is re-
vealed in a profile of the man by Betty 
Crookes.

Planning for the initial visit of the 
American Institute of Architects is set in 

motion by the sponsoring Guemes Is-
land Planning Advisory Committee. 

Neighbor Roger Gray is seen 
perched on a ladder pruning apple trees 

Guemes Island’s first resident farrier since the 1920s, Maggie 
Holbert, is welcomed in 2006 with a gentle nuzzle and a 
kiss from her first local client since graduating from Mission 
Farrier School. Gracious customer Gaea is an 18-year-old 
Swedish warmblood ridden by Laura Bassett.

in the historic Kager orchard 
while owner Jim Kager recuper-
ates from an illness.

—Evening Star, April 2006

Twenty Years Ago
Wandering through “The 

Pit” with Jeff Gent is a little like 
strolling through a graveyard—
except these bodies are not bur-
ied yet. They are the cars and 
trucks of dreams past, most still 
running, some just too proud 
to die. One example is the sto-
ried 1948 Chevy 10-ton (gross) 
dump truck with the name “Cur-
tis Wharf” visible, and still sport-
ing the 1970 license plates it 
bore when it came to the island 
. . . part of the McCracken fam-
ily legacy.

—Evening Star, April 1996

One Hundred and Four  
Years Ago

To enhance the value of 
North Guemes for the pur-
pose of “an ideal summer resort 
and open air sanitarium,” Mr. 

N. B. Lewis has cleared and beautified 
Idlewild Park on one of the most scenic 
spots on the entire island.

—Guemes Tillikum, April 8, 1912
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