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Ballots arrived on October 20 for the November 3 gener-
al election. They can still be mailed in if they are postmarked 
by November 3, or they can be dropped off at a county ballot 
drop box—the nearest one for islanders is on the north side 
of the Anacortes Public Library (1220 10th Street). Ballots 
must be deposited there no later than 8 p.m. on November 3.

By Edith Walden
Islanders exhaled a collective sigh of relief on Tuesday,  

October 27, when the M/V Guemes returned to service after 
29 days of maintenance and repair.

Many islanders enjoy the camaraderie of visiting with 
friends and neighbors and meeting new people, along with 
the outdoor cruises in the mostly nice weather (the passenger 
vessel Strait Arrow ceased operation for five runs due to high 
winds and waves). Many even relish the challenge and adven-
ture of transporting people and supplies by hand and on foot. 
But most of us were more than ready to return to the usual 
mode of transport on Tuesday.

The unexpected delay was caused by several issues: the late 
return of one of the overhauled transmissions, the unantici-
pated need to cut the outdrive mounting brackets from the 
hull and remachine and weld them to align them properly, 
the need to adjust the thrust collars, and the discovery of a 
crack in one of the outdrive struts that needed welding. Dur-
ing dock trials, a steering-pump leak was discovered, and the 

Welcome Home, M/V Guemes
Car Ferry Returns, One Day Late

main engine’s fuel-return valves had been installed 
backwards, which resulted in further delays.

After sending an optimistic report on October 
20 that the ferry’s return would likely be on sched-
ule (with caveats for unexpected events), Skagit 
Count Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel 
Rowe announced in an October 24 bulletin to is-
landers that “everything we were worried could go 
wrong did go wrong.” 

Coast Guard inspections
The initial Coast Guard inspection on Septem-

ber 30 went well; the few required minor repairs 
did not delay the schedule.

An inspection on October 19 of ballast vent  
piping, the hull, keel coolers, and other repairs  
approved the work and resulted in a determination 
that a dry-dock haulout would not be required for 
two years. Concerns remain about a stress fracture 
that was discovered where the number 2 outdrive 
mounts to the engine foundation, which might  

require service sooner. An inspection of the fire/bilge system 
and the repairs made to the number 2 engine foundation  
was conducted on October 26.

The overhaul
Of the many scheduled maintenance tasks and repairs, 

of utmost importance to ferry operation was the servicing of 
the outdrives. The number 1 outdrive was pulled and will be 
overhauled in 2016. It was replaced with the spare outdrive 

The M/V Guemes is towed from the fuel dock in Ballard by tugboat on October 
23. Due to new environmental regulations, the vessel had to be towed to the 
fuel dock rather than being fueled by truck pier-side in the yard. The fueling 
operation took four hours: one hour each way to and from the fuel dock, and 
two hours to take on 5,000 gallons of diesel. 

Don’t Forget to Vote

(continued on page 4)
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Nicely done dinner
Huge THANK YOU to everyone who worked very hard to put on the Black 

and White Dinner. Nicely done!
—Rick and Terre Scappini

(Editors’ note: See our photos of the dinner, which occurred on October 17, on page 
15 of this issue.)

The Guemes Island Historical Society (GIHS) has produced a 2016 calendar 
featuring island artists. The 12 artists all have national reputations, and their work 
is displayed in color—the first color calendar in the GIHS series. Island events are 
also listed on the calendar’s pages.

The calendars will raise money  
to benefit GIHS and its building 
fund. They can be purchased for $15 
at the Holiday Bazaar on Novem-
ber 28 (see article on page 6) and at 
the Guemes Island Library and the 
Guemes Island Resort. In Anacortes, 
they can be purchased at the Red 
Snapper (501 Commercial Avenue).

Special tribute goes to Carol 
Deach, who designed the calendar 
and shepherded it through the pro-
duction process. 

Historical Society Calendars for Sale

Letter

By Edith Walden
Two posts for commissioners of is-

land organizations are open.
Guemes Island Fire Commissioner 

Deb Bear decided not run for reelection 
this year for Skagit County Fire District 
17, so her term will end on December 
31. Gerry Bosworth resigned his posi-
tion as a Skagit County Cemetery Dis-
trict 3 commissioner in June. His term 
expires at the end of 2019.

GIFD solicits applicants
The fire district needs to appoint 

a commissioner to fill Bear’s position, 
since no one ran for the position in the 
current election. The current commis-
sioners ask that any island resident who 
is interested in filling the six-year posi-
tion write a letter stating their interest. 
A commissioner will be appointed to 
fill two years of the term. According to 
county rules, that appointee must run 

Commissioner Positions Open for  
Fire and Cemetery Districts

for election in 2017 to fill the position 
for the remaining four years. If you’re 
interested, send a brief letter or email 
by November 19 to district chair Chip 
Bogosian at chipb@guemesfire.org or 
Guemes Island Fire Department, 6310 
Guemes Island Road, Anacortes, Wash-
ington, 98221.

Commissioners may interview ap-
plicants and plan to make the appoint-
ment no later than December 1. For 
more information about the position, 
contact Bogosian at 293-2760.

Cemetery position
If you are interested in the vacant 

cemetery position, contact Adam Veal 
at the cemetery district’s message phone, 
654-4771. As with the fire district, a 
commissioner will be appointed un-
til the 2017 election, when the person 
must run for election to fill the remain-
ing two years of the term. 

The Historical Society’s 2016 color calendar 
features Guemes artists.
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 By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Planning and 

Advisory Committee (GIPAC) will hold 
its annual meeting on Sunday, Novem-
ber 8, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Commu-
nity Center. 

GIPAC is charged with monitor-
ing the implementation of the Guemes 
Island Subarea Plan and its goal of pre-
serving the rural character and environ-
mental resources on Guemes. Of spe-
cial concern are county land-use issues, 
shoreline management, and water use.

Elections for two expired terms will 
be the first order of business. Anyone 18 
or older who resides on or owns prop-
erty on Guemes Island can vote for new 
committee members. Allen Bush Jr. will 
run for reelection and Steve Orsini has 
been nominated to run for the second 
position. Both positions are for three-
year terms. Nominations will also be 
accepted from the floor the day of the 
meeting. If there are more than two  
candidates, voting will be conducted  
by paper ballot.

Following the election, a report of 
GIPAC’s very active year will be pre-
sented.

Michael Brown will then lead a pre-
sentation about rainwater catchment 
systems, using examples from several  
island residences. Skagit County is now 
allowing such systems to be built, and 
GIPAC is encouraging their use on 
Guemes because of the pressures on our 
sole-source aquifer. 

Rainwater catchment systems can 
be used for auxiliary water, such as for 
plants and landscaping, as well as for 
potable water.

Following the adjournment of the 
annual meeting, GIPAC will immedi-
ately reconvene for their regular month-
ly meeting and will elect officers and 
discuss future meeting times. 

All are welcome to attend both 
meetings. 

GIPAC to Hold  
Annual Meeting on  

November 8
Learn About Rainwater 

Catchment Systems

Hunters armed with modern fire-
arms (shotguns) are allowed a short sea-
son on Guemes November 19–22 for 
any deer this fall. That is in addition 
to a hunt by special permit November 
12–15, with 30 permits available to take 
antlerless deer, according to the Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife. 

The last archery season of the year is 
from November 25 through December 
31 for any deer as well as a special per-
mit hunt (20 permits) for antlerless deer 
November 25 through December 30. 

Muzzleloader hunters can bag any 
deer from November 25 through De-

cember 15. Their special permit hunt 
(20 permits) for antlerless deer is No-
vember 26 through December 14. 

Hunters must obtain permission in 
advance to enter any private property 
whether posted or not. Violations can 
be reported to the Skagit County Sher-
iff’s Office via the 911 hotline.

Other violations such as hunting in 
the dark, firing from or across a road-
way, or hunting drunk or on drugs 
should be reported to the State Patrol  
at 757-1175.  

The Tide thanks Willard “Felix”  
Edmunds for this information. 

Fall Hunting Update

The Halloween 
ghosts have 
made their 
annual appear-
ance on the 
south shore 
of Guemes. 
How and why 
they manifest 
there each 
year remains 
shrouded in 
mystery.

A Spectral Return
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that was overhauled last year. The num-
ber 2 outdrive was pulled and over-
hauled by Pacific Star Marine in Maple 
Ridge, British Columbia. Pacific Star 
Marine was the only company to submit 
a bid for the overhaul. Both outdrives 
have new mounting pins, and the num-
ber 2 outdrive has new mounting plates 
and new steel where the stress fracture 
was discovered.

The focus this year was on the hull 
and below-deck piping and machinery.  
Service there included replacements of 
the starboard bilge plate; bilge, fire, and 
ballast-vent piping; and fire pumps. 
The propellers were serviced, and paint-
ing and cleaning occurred in the voids. 
Above deck, the two transmissions were 
pulled and overhauled, and work was 

completed on the main engine.
Rowe expects the overall cost of the 

project to be within the allocated bud-
get of $728,703.

Wheelbarrow lost at sea
There were only four medical calls 

to the Guemes Island Fire Department 
during the outage, but all four required 
transport to Anacortes. After an unusu-
ally long wait for the Strait Arrow due 
to a break in communication during the 
first call, the call system was refined.

Two weddings took place during 
the outage; the Guemes Island Resort, 
DIGS Kitchen, and Anderson’s General 
Store hauled supplies to stay in business; 
2,697 pounds of tree fruit from two of 
the island’s three commercial orchards 
were hand-carried across the channel 
(and quite a few islanders learned how 

aromatic quince 
is); dogs, lumber, 
groceries, musical 
instruments, and 
sundry items were 
transported between 
shores—plus ap-
proximately 22,000 
passengers.

The most notori-
ous mishap occurred 
when ferry crew 
member Kirk Luns-
ford was bringing 
two stacked wheel-
barrows onboard 
from the Guemes 
side. A freak swerve 
sent one of them 

tumbling into the water. Crew member 
Colin Emsley’s valiant attempt to rescue 
it using a powerful magnet was thwart-
ed only because magnetic force was no 
match for the strength of the current 
that day.

Thanks to the crews
Once again, the crews of the ferry, 

the Strait Arrow, the San Juan Enter-
prise (the barge that hauled the Waste 
Management trucks and a number of 
islanders), and Skagit Transit were atten-
tive and generous in helping passengers 
board, disembark, and manage the chal-
lenges of living without the car ferry. 
Thanks to all! 

Ferry Captain Kyle Saum reassembles the 
ferry’s feedback motor for the outdrive. 
Saum, along with Colin Emsley, Diane 
Meyer, and Bob Martin, worked in Seattle 
to ready the boat.

FERRY RETURNS
(continued from page 1)
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Dogs, musical instruments, fruit, and islanders who had planned 
to be riding the car ferry were transported on the Strait Arrow on 
Monday morning, October 26.
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Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meetings, 

Monday, November 9, and Monday, 
December 1, 2015,   

at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  
Public welcome.

The Guemes Island Ferry Commit-
tee held its quarterly meeting on Octo-
ber 25. Tom Fouts has been appointed 
to fill the position of Laura Ferguson, 
whose workload has not allowed her 
to attend Ferry Committee meetings. 
Fouts will serve until the next election, 
when he would need to run for the un-
expired term to continue to fill Fergu-
son’s position. 

Representative Jeff Morris, who had 
intended to attend the meeting, can-
celed at the last minute, according to 
Ferry Committee chair Steve Orsini.

Of special interest to the 40 or so is-
landers at the meeting was the presenta-
tion by Joseph Payne of EESImarine of 
a concept for a battery-operated ferry. 
There is currently only one electric ferry 
in the world, launched this spring in 
Norway.

Because the Tide was already in lay-
out at the time of the meeting, there was 
not time to adequately cover the presen-
tation in the detail that it deserves. We 
will have a full report in the December-
January issue next month. 

On Monday, November 9, Gue-
mes Island fire commissioners will 
hold a public hearing to discuss their 
budget and a proposal to ask for the 
automatic 1 percent levy increase that 
county fire districts are allowed to 
take each year. The hearing will begin 
at 7 p.m. at the Fire Hall. After it con-
cludes, commissioners will convene 
their regular meeting. The public is 
welcome to attend both meetings.

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Library, celebrat-

ing its 20th anniversary, hosted an ap-
preciation evening on October 7 for  
the volunteers who keep the Library in 
service. Of the 35 volunteers, 27 were 
able to attend. In addition to enjoying  
a plentiful spread of appetizers, each 
volunteer received a 2016 calendar pub-
lished by the Guemes Island Historical 
Society (see article on page 2).

Volunteers serve the Library’s pa-
trons by checking books in and out, 
shelving books and materials, and sell-
ing the Guemes Island phone book, 
the 2016 Artists of Guemes Island cal-
endar, and the Guemes Tide. Library 
board members are Connie Cantrell, 
Tom Deach, Vicki Hallingstad, Barbara 
Hoenselaar, Marla Hovey, Carol Pellet 
(president), Howard Pellett, Sue Rob-
erts, Susan Rombeek, and Sarah Sibley.

20 years of book service
During Carol Pellett’s tribute to the 

volunteers, Howard Pellett chimed in 
that when Carol first had the idea of 
starting a library, he told her it would 
never work. “I’m glad to be wrong,” he 
admitted to the group. 

In those first days, the Library had 
rolling bookshelves loaned by Water-
mark Book Company, a donated com-
puter, and donated books. The book-
shelves were housed in the Community 
Center and were rolled out during “Li-

The Library Gets, and Gives,  
Some Appreciation

Guemes Island Library president Carol Pellett (right) thanks 26 of the 35 library volunteers 
at an appreciation night on October 7.

brary hours” and then put away.
After the Library raised $40,000 

in individual donations, the addition 
where it is currently housed was built 
in 1998. Now a place that is valued and 
used by hundreds of islanders and fami-
lies, the Library is a treasured institu-
tion. We can all share in Howard’s glad-
ness. Great idea, Carol. 

bikespot 
bicycle repair 
sales & service 
parts & accessories 
210 Commercial Ave. 
360-588-1676 
 
 
 

 

Ferry Committee 
Holds Quarterly 

Meeting

Fire District Will Host  
Budget Hearing
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Darrel Berg, beloved pastor of the 
Guemes Island Community Church for 15 
years, will turn 95 on November 14. Dar-
rel retired from the Guemes congregation 
in 2009.

One of the things he is remembered 
for is his yearly participation in the annual 
Guemes Polar Plunge on New Year’s Day. 
He was still plunging at age 85.

Berg now lives with his wife, Phylis, in 
Coupeville in the summer and was recently 
visited there by fellow nonagenarian Jane 
Read. The Bergs live in Nebraska in the 
winter. 

By Edith Walden
On Saturday, 

November 7, from 
2 to 4 p.m. at the 
Guemes Island 
Community Church 
kitchen, islander and 
Samish cultural co-
ordinator Rosie Cay-
ou James will teach a 
hands-on class about 
making frybread. 
Frybread recipes are 
usually passed to 
family members, so 
this is a very gener-
ous offering from 
Rosie. The class fee is $25 and includes all ingredients. To register for the class, 
contact Rosie at 391-8888 or rjames@samishtribe.nsn.us.

Anyone who has attended a Native American powwow has probably had 
a fresh piece of warm frybread covered with sweet toppings, or an Indian taco 
(frybread topped with taco ingredients). Frybread is an intertribal tradition and 
is made many different ways and shared among Indian nations.

In 1864, according to the Navajo, frybread became a staple when the US 
government forced the Navajo on a 300-mile walk to land that could not sup-
port their traditional diet of vegetables and beans. They were forced to survive 
on the white flour, sugar, salt, and lard that the government provided. These 
days, frybread is considered a symbol of Indian pride and unity. “Frybread is  
the story of our survival,” author Sherman Alexie explains. 

Those who attended Soup Supper on October 20 were lucky enough to  
taste Rosie’s delicious frybread. Now you can learn to make it on your own. 

The popular Gathering Lunch program continues 
every Thursday in November except Thanksgiving, 
and will resume in December.

Volunteer cooks will prepare meals that are served 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. at the Guemes Island 
Community Church Fellowship Hall for a suggest-
ed donation of $5.00. Free blood-pressure checks are 
also available.

On November 5, meatball minestrone will be 
served. Spicy aromatic chicken will be offered on No-
vember 12, followed by oven-barbecued chicken on 
November 19.

Contact Lorraine Francis at 540-0920 to request a 
lunch for someone who is housebound. 

By Edith Walden
The island’s annual Holiday Bazaar 

is a great place to do some holiday 
shopping after working through your 
Thanksgiving leftovers. Both the Com-
munity Center and the Guemes Island 
Community Church will house local 
artists and craftspeople offering their 
wares on Saturday, November 28, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

An assortment of wreaths, hand-
made soap, jewelry, carvings, knives, ce-
ramics, honey, textiles, art, and specialty 
foods are usually available for purchase. 
In addition, individual servings of home-
made soup, hot beverages, and baked 
goods will be sold at the Church. 

The new Guemes Island calendar, 
published by the Guemes Island Histori-
cal Society (GIHS), will also be available 
(see article on page 2).

You can still reserve a vendor’s 
table until November 20, if there is 
space available. A six-foot banquet 
table costs $25; a card table is $10. For 
an application or for further informa-
tion, contact Janice Veal at 293-3721 or 
janiceveal@gmail.com or Carol Deach at 
caroldeach@aol.com.

The event is sponsored by GIHS, 
and the proceeds support the society 
and its fund for constructing an island 
museum.

Rosie Cayou James cooks up some frybread for a recent  
Soup Supper.

Learn to Make Indian Frybread

Gathering Lunches in November

Shop Locally: Holiday 
Bazaar November 28

Happy 95th, Darrel Berg
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Editors’ note: This section lists island 
events we think readers might want 
to know about more than a month in 
advance.

•• The annual Holiday Potluck  
Dinner will be held on Saturday,  
December 12. 

•• The winter concert in the 
Guemes Island Chamber Music  
Series will be on Sunday, December  
20, at 5 p.m.

•Save the Date•

The Soup Supper programs on the 
first and third Tuesdays of the month 
will continue in November at the 
Church’s Fellowship Hall. A simple sup-
per of soup is served by volunteer cooks 
at 6 p.m., followed by a program at 7. 
All are welcome.

On November 3, inveterate travel-
ers Bob and Omi Cummings will de-
scribe their travels from the Canadian 

Maritime Prov-
inces through 
Labrador to the 
Northwest Ter-
ritories and on 
to the Arctic 
Ocean and Prud-

hoe Bay—all in their “Big Red” Sprint-
er van. Omi is the author of Big Red’s 
Walkabout and Big Red Travels the Coun-
try, both edited by her daughter, Brenda 
Smith. 

On November 16, islander Martha 
Marci, a retired Native American studies 
professor from the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis and director emerita of the 
university’s Native American Language 
Center, will discuss Indian languages 
of North America. Marci is an enrolled 
member of the Cherokee Nation. She 
will explain the difference between a 
language and a dialect, describe how 
some communities are reintroducing 
and revitalizing their languages, identify 
languages of the Northwest, and speak 
about the impacts of lost languages. 

For more information about Novem-
ber Soup Suppers, contact Omi Cum-
mings at 293-7667. 

By Edith Walden
The 30th almost-annual Woodchop-

pers’ Ball will be held on Saturday, No-
vember 28, at the Community Center. 
Andy Koch & The Badd Dog Blues So-
ciety will head-
line the event. 

A com-
munity pot-
luck dinner 
will begin at 6 
p.m., followed 
at 6:30 by an 
open mic or a 
warmup band 
(plans were 
still coalesc-
ing as the Tide 
went to press). 
The traditional 
event is orches-
trated by the 
Gwost family 
and features, in addition to great mu-
sic, a raffle that includes coveted ricks 
of firewood along with lots of prizes do-
nated by local businesses. The night is 
capped by a wood-chucking contest.

Entry is $8 for adults, $7 for seniors, 

November Soup 
Suppers

30th Woodchoppers’ Ball Ready to 
Rock November 28

and $5 for teens; children 12 and under 
get in free. Proceeds from the event will 
go to the Schoolhouse Park Stage fund.

Koch is not new to Guemes; he 
played for the 11th Woodchoppers’ Ball 

with the Bum-
blebees in No-
vember 1996. 
The talented 
bluesman (har-
monica, vocals, 
acoustic gui-
tar, and key-
board) from 
Bellingham is 
a member of 
the Washing-
ton Blues Soci-
ety and he and 
his four- or 
five-piece band 
play frequently 
in the region. 

Koch has opened for or played with 
Canned Heat, Jefferson Starship, Maria 
Muldaur, Bonnie Raitt, Duffy Bishop, 
and many others. 

Get your dancing shoes ready for the 
social event of the season. 

Andy Koch & The Badd Dog Blues Society will play 
for the Woodchoppers’ Ball.

Island artist Allen Moe 
had a recent exhibit  
at the Smith & Vallee 
Gallery in Edison. 
The exhibit featured 
his cement castings 
of images along the 
shores of rivers and 
bays. Shown at left are 
four of the pieces in 
the exhibit, which ends 
October 31. Moe is one 
of the artists featured 
in the 2016 calendar 
published by the Gue-
mes Island Historical 
Society (see article on 
page 2).

Casting Call: Allen Moe in Edison
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By Tom Murphy
Elections for three seats on the Gue-

mes Island Community Center Asso-
ciation (GICCA) board will occur on 
Thursday, November 19, at 7 p.m. at 
the regular board meeting at the Com-
munity Center. All islanders are invited 
to attend and vote.

Three current board members were 
nominated for reelection at the October 
15 GICCA meeting: Lynne Myall, Jon 
Petrich, and Norm Prewitt. Three other 
islanders were also nominated: Mariet-
ta Harrigan, Howard Pellett, and Sarah 
Sibley. The six candidates will each give 
a short presentation the night of the 
election stating why they wish to serve 
on the GICCA board.

Attendees at the November 19 meet-
ing will be given paper ballots listing all 
six candidates. The ballot will instruct 
voters to select three names. The three 
candidates with the most votes will be 
elected. Ties will be decided by a flip of 
a coin.

DIGS to serve at the Hall
At the October meeting, Mark 

Linnemann, co-owner of the DIGS 
Kitchen food truck, proposed to the 
board that DIGS Kitchen provide food 
and music at the Community Center 
site once a month during the winter. 
Linnemann’s proposal contained two  
requests: first, that DIGS would pay  
for the installation of a 50-amp outdoor 
electrical outlet to be used by DIGS 
Kitchen and other food trucks that may 

GICCA Holds Elections on November 19
Six Candidates Run for Three Positions

wish to come to the island; and, second, 
the Community Center would obtain 
the proper permits to sell beer and wine 
the nights of the dinners as a fundraiser 
for the Community Center.

Linnemann stated that the impetus  
for his proposal came from some ques-
tions from  GICCA board members 
and the community at large about the 
possibility of doing some dinners at the 
Community Center. He stated, “We 
would love to do that and work with the 
Hall to make them so they are mutually 
beneficial.” 

Following a lengthy discussion re-
garding the complexities that may be in-
volved with an upgrade of the electrical 
panel at the Community Center as well 
as board’s ability and/or desire to obtain 
permits to raise funds selling alcohol, 
the GICCA board voted unanimously 
to “approve DIGS to provide food  
at the Hall for collaborative events,  
and Mark Linnemann will research  
the possibility of the liquor permit.”

The board also approved the instal-
lation of a 50-amp electrical outlet, 
at DIGS’s expense, if the installation 
makes sense with the other electrical is-
sues the Community Center is address-
ing, such as an upgrade of the emergen-
cy generator system. Linnemann noted 
that the cost of the installation need-
ed to fall within his budget parameters 
to go forward and stated his desire for 
DIGS to be at the Community Cen- 
ter during the winter whether alcohol  
is sold or not.

Movie Night arrives
The board also announced that Mov-

ie Night (with popcorn) will begin on 
October 18. GICCA president Kath-
leen Phillips thanked Edith Walden for 
the “countless hours” she spent working 
with trustee Rob Schroder to obtain the 
proper licensing permits and to work 
out the final details. Schroder said that 
the movies at the Hall would occur ev-
ery Sunday evening at 6:30 pm. Admis-
sion is free, as is the popcorn. He also 
pointed out the Community Center is 
not allowed to advertise the titles of the 
movies other than posting the upcom-
ing titles inside the Hall. (For more in-
formation, see the article on page 12.) 
Schroder suggested that anyone interest-
ed in the name of the upcoming movie 
could call him at 588-1639.

Permit and easement updates
Mike Gwost provided a brief update 

on the Schoolhouse Park Stage project, 
stating that the building inspector is on 
board with the current plans and that 
he is waiting for the concrete forms to 
be in place so that he can inspect them. 
Gwost notified the board that the build-
ing permit for the Stage has been ex-
tended for another three years.

Phillips also announced there was no 
resolution yet to the challenge raised by 
the Friendly Island Corporation (owners 
of Anderson’s General Store) regarding 
an easement that was granted in 1986 to 
the Guemes Island Community Club, 
the previous name of GICCA. The ease-
ment allows access onto the beach prop-
erty owned by the Friendly Island Cor-
poration. 

The challenge stated that the “Club” 
was no longer in existence and, there-
fore, an easement did not exist. The 
GICCA board sent a letter to the 
Friendly Island Corporation’s attor-
neys explaining that the “Club” changed 
its name to the “Guemes Island Com-
munty Center Association” shortly af-
ter the easement was granted and that 
GICCA asserts that is still in effect. The 
board has not received a response to 
their letter. 
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When What Time Where Contact

Mondays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221
Zumba* 8:45	  -‐	  9:45	  am Hall Elke	  Macartney	  770-‐7831
Yoga 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm Hall Sue	  Gwost	  293-‐5708

Wednesdays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221
Zumba* 8:45	  -‐	  9:45	  am Hall Elke	  Macartney	  770-‐7831
Yoga 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm Hall Sue	  Gwost	  293-‐5708

Fridays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221

Nov.	  1,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271
Daylight	  Saving Movie	  Night 6:30	  pm Hall Rob	  Schroder	  588-‐1639
Time	  Ends
Nov.	  2,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation 9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
A	  Course	  in	  Miracles 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm 4709	  S	  Shore	  Dr Cleo	  Bouffiou	  466-‐1382

Nov.	  3,	  Tues. Brown	  Bag	  Book	  Club 1:30	  pm Passarelli's Connie	  Snell	  708-‐3589
Election	  Day Community	  Soup	  Supper:	  Visit	  the	  Far	   6:00	  pm Church Connie	  Snell	  708-‐3589

	  	  North	  with	  Bob	  and	  Omi	  Cummings
Nov.	  4,	  Wed. Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Nov.	  5,	  Thu. Gathering	  Lunch:	  Meatball	  Minestrone 11:30	  am	  -‐	  12:15	  pm Hall Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364
Nov.	  6,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Nov.	  7,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Nov.	  8,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271

Kids	  Story	  Hour 2:00	  -‐	  3:00	  pm Library Sarah	  Sibley	  206-‐992-‐3434
GIPAC	  Annual	  Meeting/Election 4:00	  -‐	  6:00	  pm Hall Patty	  Rose	  206-‐660-‐7697
Movie	  Night 6:30	  pm Hall Rob	  Schroder	  588-‐1639

Nov.	  9,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530
Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Fire	  Department	  Public	  Budget	  Hearing 7:00	  pm Fire	  Hall Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364
Fire	  Commissioners	  Meeting 7:30	  pm Fire	  Hall Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364
Historical	  Society:	  100	  Years	  of	  Historical 7:00	  pm Church Carol	  Deach	  708-‐2726
	  	  Enterprise,	  Win	  Anderson

Nov.	  10,	  Tues. Knitting	  Night 7:00	  pm Pellett's Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Nov.	  11,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549
Veterans	  Day Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Nov.	  12,	  Thu. Gathering	  Lunch:	  Spicy	  Aromatic	  Chicken 11:30	  am	  -‐	  12:15	  pm Church Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364

Men's	  Book	  Club 7:00	  pm Church George	  Meekins	  840-‐9391
Nov.	  13,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Nov.	  14,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Poetry	  Reading:	  Saul	  Weisberg	   2:00	  pm Hall Connie	  Snell	  708-‐3589
	  	  Headwaters:	  Poems	  &	  Field	  Notes

All	  events	  listed	  are	  open	  to	  the	  public	  (some	  require	  preregistration).	  	  Asterisk	  (*)	  indicates	  fee	  for	  event.

Regularly	  Scheduled	  Exercise	  Classes

Island	  Events	  by	  the	  Day
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Nov.	  15,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271

Movie	  Night 6:30	  pm Hall Rob	  Schroder	  588-‐1639
Nov.	  16,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
A	  Course	  in	  Miracles 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm 4709	  S	  Shore	  Dr Cleo	  Bouffiou	  466-‐1382
Library	  Book	  Club 8:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Nov.	  17,	  Tues. Community	  Soup	  Supper:	  Martha	  Macri, 6:00	  pm Church Connie	  Snell	  708-‐3589
	  	  Indian	  Languages	  of	  North	  America

Nov.	  18,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549
Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Nov.	  19,	  Thu. Gathering	  Lunch:	  Oven	  Barbecue	  Chicken 11:30	  am	  -‐	  12:15	  pm Church Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364
GICCA	  Meeting/Election	   7:00	  pm Hall Kathleen	  Phillips	  299-‐0068

Nov.	  20,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996
Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Nov.	  21,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Nov.	  22,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271

Movie	  Night 6:30	  pm Hall Rob	  Schroder	  588-‐1639
Nov.	  23,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Nov.	  24,	  Tues. Knitting	  Night 7:00	  pm Pellett's Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Nov.	  25,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Nov.	  26,	  Thu.
Thanksgiving
Nov.	  27,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Nov.	  28,	  Sat. Holiday	  Bazaar 10:00	  am	  -‐	  3:00	  pm Church	  &	  Hall Janice	  Veal	  293-‐3721

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Woodchoppers'	  Ball	  -‐	  Potluck 6:00	  pm Hall Sue	  Gwost	  293-‐5708
	  	  Open	  mic/warmup	  band 6:30	  pm
	  	  Andy	  Koch	  &	  The	  Badd	  Dog	  Blues	  Society 8:00	  pm

Nov.	  29,	  Sun. Church	  Service:	  David	  Wertheimer 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271
Movie	  Night 6:30	  pm Hall Rob	  Schroder	  588-‐1639

Nov.	  30,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530
Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Cemetery	  Commissioners	  Meeting 6:00	  pm Fire	  Hall Angie	  Veal	  293-‐0925

UPCOMING Fire	  Commissioners	  Meeting,	  Tuesday,	  December	  1,	  7:00	  pm,	  Fire	  Hall

To	  add	  your	  event,	  email:	  calendar@guemestide.org	  (by	  the	  15th	  of	  the	  month).
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By Edith Walden
The Skagit Land Trust’s Guemes For-

ever Campaign has successfully raised 
the $120,000 needed to purchase 9.5 
acres adjacent to the property the Trust 
already owns at the top of Guemes 
Mountain. The acquisition is expected 
to close this month.

The Campaign also raised $5,000  
to conduct landowner outreach to share 
information that might result in further 
conservation easements for the protec- 
tion of the natural environment on 
Guemes.

An additional $5,000 in donations 
has been given that will go to the land 
stewardship fund to help maintain con-
served land and easements on Guemes. 
Still needed for that effort is an addi-
tonal $20,000. The stewardship mon-
ey goes to maintaining and improving 
the well-used trail to Guemes Mountain 
and maintaining other natural areas by 
removing invasive weeds and managing 
or installing native plants.

Properties with conservation ease-
ments are monitored regularly in part-
nership with landowners to ensure that 
the protected natural habitat is perma-
nently sustained.

Guemes Forever Campaign Update
Skagit Land Trust Meets With Guemes Planning Committee

To learn more about the 
Guemes Forever Campaign  
or to make a donation, visit 
skagitlandtrust.org and choose 
“Land Trust News.”

Outreach for favorite 
Guemes places

On October 19, Skagit 
Land Trust Executive Director 
Molly Doran and Conserva-
tion Planner Kari Odden met 
with the Guemes Island Plan-
ning and Advisory Committee 
(GIPAC) to request assistance 
in learning about beloved places 
on Guemes that might deserve 
protection.

They outlined their conser-
vation strategy of “using science 
and local knowledge to identi-
fy and save the most important 
places in Skagit County.” In 
particular, they are looking for:

• Native low-elevation, ma-
ture forests that have high habitat com-
plexity

• Habitat that supports important 
wildlife and plant species

• Land that links protected areas, in-

cluding working farms and forestland
• Estuaries, tidelands, natural bluffs, 

and beaches that support habitats and 
increase coastal resiliency

• Nearshore habitat, eelgrass mead-
ows, and salt marshes that support for-
age fish, juvenile salmon, shellfish, and 
waterfowl

• Headwater basins and streams that 
protect water quality and groundwater-
recharge areas

• High-quality and rare wetlands
• Rivers, streams, and floodplains
• Lands that provide a sense of place 

and preserve scenic views and natural 
heritage

• Links that connect people with the 
natural environment such as parks, 
trails, and wildlife viewing areas

• Lands near towns and cities that 
provide green space.

GIPAC began discussion about some 
lands that might qualify for protection.

In 2016, the Tide will run a series of 
articles outlining the various ways that 
individual landowners can protect the 
natural environment of their property in 
perpetuity. 

Did you know that during the 100 years from store operators Mangan to Wood-
field, no fewer than 23 commercial and industrial businesses have been launched on 
Guemes? 

The rise and fall of these 
enterprises has been one of 
the subjects of ongoing re-
search by Win Anderson 
since the early 1980s.

At the Guemes Island 
Historical Society’s monthly 
meeting on Monday, No-
vember 9, Win will present 
a narrated slide show titled 
“Guemes Commercial En-
terprise Through the Years.”

The presentation, start-
ing at 7:30 p.m., follows 
the society’s 7 p.m. business 
meeting at the Church. The 
public is always welcome. 

A History of Island Businesses

Marianne Kooiman helps maintain the trail to 
Guemes Mountain.

At least two early entrepreneurs operated a store in 
about 1920 on the end of a ferry dock located on the 
Blackinton property  a few hundred feet west of the cur-
rent (Mangan) landing.  Pictured are, from left, Art Mc-
Gill, George Kingston, and Leonard Rogers, proprietor.
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By Edith Walden
Beginning October 

18, a full-length movie 
will be shown every Sun-
day evening at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Community Cen-
ter. The movies are free, 
as is the popcorn that 
will be provided with 
the Community Center’s 
newly refurbished full-
scale popcorn machine—
just like at the movies! 

The brainchild of Rob 
Schroder and Michael 
Grennell, Movie Night 
will provide the evening’s 
entertainment by projecting the film on 
the “big screen” of the freshly painted 
north wall of the Hall. Schroder and 
Grennell have installed a sound system 
and designed a projector that makes 
viewing enjoyable. They hope the event 
will catch on, especially as the winter  
months arrive. If you have a movie in 
mind that you would like to see, let 
them know. Donations are always wel-
come.

Public-performance  
requirements

You know that threatening blurb 
that always runs at the beginning of 
your DVD, with the FBI warning that 
nobody ever reads? That’s an explana-
tion of the copyright laws of the land. 
Intellectual and artistic property is pro-
tected in this country. It is unlawful to 
show any copyrighted audiovisual ma-
terial to anyone except a few people in 
your own home, even if you own the 
DVD or stream it from your computer. 

To show any copyrighted material 
in public (this includes TV programs, 
movies, and YouTube videos), the man-
agement of the facility where the mate-
rial is shown must have a public-perfor-
mance license or permission from the 
owner of the material. It doesn’t matter 
if the material will be shown for free or 
if the sponsor is a nonprofit organiza-
tion. An unlicensed public performance 
is a federal crime and subject to fines of 
up to $150,000 per performance.

Sundays Are Movie Nights at the Hall

Needless to say, the Guemes Island 
Community Center Association (GIC-
CA) has obtained an annual public- 
performance license that will allow au-
thorized movies to be shown legally. The 
$575 fee for the license is being donated 
by Rob Schroder and Howard Pellett. 

The hitch
A public-performance license allows 

movies to be shown from a specified list 
of producers. The current license is valid 
for most mainstream producers, and in-
cludes independent and foreign produc-
ers. The one drawback is that the title 
of the movie, the names of the actors, 
or a description of the movie cannot be 
advertised outside of the Community 
Center—not even on the outside walls 
or bulletin boards. The movie title and 
description may be listed on the organi-
zation’s website and may be sent by mail 
or email to members of the sponsoring 
organization.

If you want to know what movie 
will be shown, check the list that will 
be posted inside the Hall, look at the 
GICCA webpage under “Guemes Island 
Organizations” at linetime.org, or send 
Rob your email address and ask that you 
be put on his list that will announce up-
coming movies, or call him.

For more information, contact  
Schroder at chenoah36@gmail.com or 
588-1639, or come to Movie Night and 
sign up for notifications.

Let the shows begin! 

A feature-length movie is being shown at the Hall every 
Sunday at Movie Night.

By Edith Walden
In addition to the tour that Yadi 

Young is conducting to Costa Rica next 
year (see page 13 in the October Tide), 
islander Ian Woofenden will be lead-
ing two renewable-energy trips to Costa 
Rica in 2016.

From January 1 through 10, partici-
pants will study the basics of off-grid 
solar-electric design at the remote Las 
Alturas Reserve in southern Costa Rica, 
near the Panama border. The group will 
install solar-electric lighting and cell-
phone charging systems. The $1,485 fee 
includes the workshop, food, dormitory 
lodging, and in-country travel.

From April 2 through 10, partici-
pants will learn how to produce electric-
ity using energy from the sun, wind, wa-
ter, and manure (methane). The group 
will learn how to cook and heat water 
with solar energy and will install three 
energy systems. Woofenden describes 
the course as “an eco-educational vaca-
tion where you get your hands, brain, 
and heart involved.” The $1,325 fee also 
includes the workshop, food, dormitory 
lodging, and in-country travel.

To learn more, contact Ian at 770-
1520 or ian@renewablereality.net. 

Renewable-Energy 
Trips to Costa Rica
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Island artist Cathy 
Schoenberg is the fea-
tured artist for the annual 
benefit for Friends of the 
Forest, an organization 
dedicated to the preser-
vation of the Anacortes 
Community Forest Lands. 
The benefit dinner, auc-
tion, and dance is Satur-
day, November 7, begin-
ning at 5 p.m. at the Port 
of Anacortes transit shed. 
For more information, see 
friendsoftheacfl.org.

Schoenberg is known 
for her colorful, exotic 
paintings, and is one of 
the artists featured in the 
2016 Guemes calendar 
(see article on page 2). She 

created an oil painting for the event titled Friends of the Forest. Island artist Leo Os-
borne has also donated work for the event. 

Cathy is currently exhibiting work through December 19 at the Lucia Douglas 
Gallery in Bellingham, along with island artist Michael Clough. 

Cathy Schoenberg Art Featured at Event

Cathy Schoenberg created this oil on canvas, Friends of the 
Forest, for an event for the group of the same name.

By Edith Walden
Justice Hyland, son of Ansel and the 

late Rebecca Hyland, moved his tattoo 
business from Guemes to Anacortes at 
the end of August. The licensed tattoo 

Island Tattoo Business Moves to Anacortes

artist has set up shop in a former 
barbershop at 1917 Commercial 
Avenue. 

Long interested in art, Hyland 
earned a graphic-design certifi-

cate from Blue Mountain Community 
College but discovered it was difficult 
to earn a living doing art. During some 
periods of “getting into trouble,” in his 
words, he spent time practicing drawing 

Left: Justice Hyland shows some of 
the tattoos he has made in his new 
shop in Anacortes. Above: Justice 
displays his own tattoo.

and began to take an interest in 
tattooing. He bought a tattoo 
gun and started teaching him-
self the skill.

His new place is beauti-
fully pristine, and appointed 
with some of his artwork on 
the walls. He proudly notes 
that he uses only disposable 
needles, even though they are 
more expensive. Getting a tat-
too at H710 Ink, the name of 

his business, costs $75 to $80 an hour. 
Most of his customers want custom 
work done, which he skillfully provides.

His business is obviously bringing 
him satisfaction. He told the Tide that 
he has been surprised at how pleased 
he is to satisfy his customers and share 
in their new perspectives of themselves. 
“Getting a tattoo changes how they feel 
about themselves,” he observes.

For more information, contact Jus-
tice at justicehyland@gmail.com or 202-
6376. You can see more of his work at 
facebook.com/www.710inktattoo. 
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ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

Are You Ready for 

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies

Guemes Island 
Renewable Energy Tours

Renewable Energy?
Consultations 
with Ian Woofenden

Energy Efficient 
Home Strategies

Renewable 
Energy Systems
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By Edith Walden
Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (WDFW) District Wildlife Bi-
ologist Ruth Milner has been conduct-
ing a study at Guemes’s Peach Preserve 
(formerly known as the Demopolis 
swamp) on Micrutus townsendii pugeti, 
a subspecies of the Townsend’s vole that 
lives in the salt marsh. 

Known as the Shaw Island Town-
send’s vole, the subspecies is considered 
to be in great need of conservation by 
WDFW.

The Shaw Island voles were first 
identified as a subspecies in the 1930s 
and ’40s and are believed to reside on 
16 of the San Juan Islands. Milner 

Scientist’s Vole Traps Are Missing
Citizen Scientists Also Sought in Research

has been studying their distribution 
and their genetic relationships to the 
mainland Townsend’s vole by trapping 
them. The results of her study will help 
WDFW plan future conservation efforts 
and understand better how small mam-
mals are related to each other on the 
various islands.

On October 1, Milner reported  
to the Tide that she was missing 14 of 
the vole traps, which are slightly larger 
than mousetraps, are varnished, and  
are marked with “UW” on their backs.  
As of October 22, the traps are still 
missing.

Milner surmised that someone may 
have thought that trapping animals in 

the preserve was inappropriate without 
understanding that it was part of a con-
servation effort. She would very much 
appreciate the return of the expensive 
traps, which belong to another research 
institution. She may be contacted at 
ruth.milner@dfw.wa.gov or 466-4345 
ext. 265.

Islanders are also invited to gather 
vole samples (the ones your cats may 
gift you, for example) and freeze them 
in plastic freezer bags to donate to the 
study. Mark the date they were found 
and the exact location (address or GPS 
coordinates) on the bag.

You can contact Milner directly for 
further instructions. 

By Nick Allison
Several Guemes residents dis-

tinguished themselves in the com-
petitive world of USTA (US Tennis 
Association) recreational leagues 
this fall.

Al Bush Sr., who’s been an is-
lander since 1956 (and who was 
once the top player at Washing-
ton State University), played for a 
team based in Tucson, in a league 
for players 55 and older. It’s a 7.0 
league, meaning every doubles pair 
must have USTA ratings that add 
up to 7.0 (Al is rated 3.5). The 
team won 9 of its 10 matches in 
the regular season. That propelled 
them to “sectional” (regional) play-
offs in El Paso, Texas, in Septem-
ber, where they competed against 
teams from all over New Mexico, 
Arizona, and Texas. They placed 
second in a field of six teams.

Nancy Fox, a part-time resident 
of Channel View Drive, and her close friend Lesley Burville-Holmes, who recently 
bought property in the same neighborhood, played for a 55-and-over 6.0 team based 
in Seattle. The team was undefeated (8 and 0) in their regular season, sending them 
to sectionals in Spokane in July—where they came in first.

That propelled them to the national playoffs outside Phoenix in late October. 
There, they stormed all the way to the finals, losing that match very narrowly to a 
team from Naples, Florida (all three courts in the match went to “super-tiebreaks”).

Congratulations to all three of these high-achieving tennis nuts. 

Gaia Rising Farm is offering their 
island-raised Narragansett turkeys for 
sale for Thanksgiving. The Guemes 
birds have been raised their entire 
lives on pasture and organic feed by 
Sequoia Ferrel and Lane Parks (and 
the watchful turkey mothers). The 
humanely treated, healthy, heritage-
breed turkeys are processed by Osprey 
Hill Farm in Acme.

The organic turkeys under 10 
pounds are $8.50 per pound; those 
over 10 pounds are $8.00 per pound. A 
$20 nonrefundable deposit is required 
to reserve a turkey. Contact Sequoia at 
293-2980 for more information or to 
reserve your Thanksgiving bird.

Guemes Turkeys  
for Thanksgiving

Islanders Raise Rackets

Nancy Fox prepares to serve during USTA national 
playoffs in Arizona.
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Danni-Lynn Snell turns 12 on 
     November 6.
On November 7, Jack Kilbreath turns 6 
     and Marissa Townsend turns 13.
Shaw Clifton turns 13 on 
     November 15.
Lily-Rose Day turns 13 on 
     November 25.
Rivers Olson turns 14 on November 26.
Skagit County turns 132 on 
     November 28.
Michael Spahr turns 11 on 
     November 29.
     (Editors’ note: This section lists birth-
days of youngsters with island connec-
tions turning 16 or younger. To get a 
family member added, contact us at 
editorial@guemestide.org or 299-9999.)

Island 
Birthdays

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Environmental 

Trust (GIET) will host a poetry read-
ing by Saul Weisberg on Saturday, No-
vember 14, at 2 p.m. at the Community 
Center. Weisberg will be reading from 
his recently published book Headwaters: 
Poems & Field Notes.

Weisberg is the founder and execu-
tive director of the North Cascades In-
stitute, an environmental education 
organization. The Institute’s North Cas-
cades Environmental Learning Center 
on the shore of Diablo Lake provides 
direct experiences in the natural world 
for people of all ages. Several Guemes 
students have participated in its summer 
youth-leadership programs.

Born in Manhattan, Weisberg came 
to the Northwest after college, where he 
worked as a commercial fisherman, field 
biologist, environmental educator, natu-
ralist, and wilderness ranger. “My poems 
have been born from these experiences, 
mostly written outdoors, seasoned by 
solitude, sunrises, campfire smoke, and 
morning dew,” he notes.

Donations at the reading will go to 
support the annual $1,000 scholarship 
that GIET awards to a Skagit County  
teen to attend a leadership program 
with the North Cascades Institute. 

Saul will have books for sale at the 
reading. He is also the author of North 
Cascades: The Story Behind the Scenery 
and From the Mountains to the Sea: A 
Guide to the Skagit River Watershed. 

An Elegant Evening in Black and White

Left: Anne Casperson 
(foreground) and Rick and 
Terre Scappini enjoy the 
Black and White Dinner on 
October 17.  Top left: Servers 
(from left) Katherine and JT 
Butler, Anna Prewitt, Lisa 
Torcoletti, and Tori Frost 
add a sense of class dinner; 
not shown are the fabulous 
cooks, Lorraine Francis, 
Sharon Hughlitt, and Gail 
Messett, who were assisted 
by Mike Thamert. Above: An 
ornate mirror adds elegance 
to the decor.

Poet-Educator Saul 
Weisberg to Read

Saul Weisberg reads here November 14.
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Five Years Ago
Islanders get their first taste of the 

new ferry-terminal building and the 
landing’s new look as a crane arrives to 
remove the old building one-half at a 
time. Next will be the five-month dock-
rehabilitation project on the Guemes 
side after the first of the year.

Karen Everett introduces us to 
“Trey,” the three-legged dog owned  
by Danny Lauve and Susan Brendon.  
Trey’s condition resulted from a losing 
battle with an alligator in New Orleans  
in 2001. 

Thelma Palmer’s tale of the “Little 
Truck That Could” makes it into print. 
Thelma was introduced to the then-39-
year-old rambler not long after she met 
and married Luke Lumina. The result 
was one of the quirkier honeymoon/
road trips on record, aboard “this aging, 
rat-nibbled dump truck.” 

—Guemes Tide, November 2010

Ten Years Ago
In “an astonishing departure from 

past elections,” a slate of 11 candidates 
are vying to serve on the 5 available 
Community Center Council seats. The 
winners will be faced with a number of 
important issues, including upgrading 
the 90-year-old building to meet con-
temporary standards. 

“Unanticipated and necessary re-
pairs” discovered during the ferry 
Guemes haulout in Bellingham will 
extend the boat’s absence to at least 
November 7, according to the Pub-
lic Works Department. The ferry was 
hauled out September 11, making this 
the longest downtime in the ferry’s 26-
year history. 

—Evening Star, November 2005

Twenty Years Ago
One of the most colorful charac-

ters in Skagit County, Guemes Island’s 
Henrietta “Bubble” Finley, passes on to 
“Shadow land” at the age of 92 (or 93) 
or “14 dogs” as she measured her rol-
licking life. Her instructions to friends: 
“One of the nicest things you can do for 
me after I’m dead is talk about me, to 
laugh about, cuss over, or to remember 
how or not how—as if I’m around. And 
I AM!”

Michael Fohn has purchased and in-
tends to subdivide the 72-acre Sande 
property about a quarter-mile east of 
Mangan’s Landing.

—Evening Star, November 1995

Sixty Years Ago
“Mr. and Mrs. Charles Stapp hosted 

the annual picnic of Governor Isaac Ste-
vens Chapter, DAR, last Wednesday at 
their home on North Beach.”

—Anacortes American, June 17, 1965

One Hundred and Three Years Ago
“A. W. Merced, of Sanger, Califor-

nia, was here last week and is talking of 
a tourist hotel on Guemes.”

Raymond Sisson receives quite a cut 
on his head at Guemes School: “A stick 
of wood became dislodged and Ray-
mond happened to be in its way.”

—Guemes Tillikum,  
November 26, 1912

Henrietta “Bubble” Blaisdell  poses as exotic 
dancer Ming Toy.
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