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Public Works Asks for Ferry Fare Increase
edith walden

115 Islanders Attend Public Forum

The line stretched out the door at the Community Center as 115 people came to the
Public Ferry Forum on August 5 to learn about proposed fare increases.

By Tom Murphy
On August 5, Skagit County Commissioners Ken Dahlstedt and Ron Wesen were joined by Public Works Director Dan Berentson, Ferry Operations
Division Manager Rachel Rowe, Public Works Controller Jim Mickel, and
County Engineer Paul Randall-Grutter
at the Community Center for a Public
Ferry Forum. (Commissioner Lisa
Janicki was absent due to a meeting
conflict in Sedro Woolley.)
Following welcoming remarks by the
commissioners, Rowe provided an update on this year’s ferry haulout (September 28 to October 25; see article on
page 5). Asked about the timing of the
haulout and the lateness of awarding
the bid, Rowe explained that she was on
leave for surgery the first part of the year
and then was out for several months due
to her husband’s life-threatening illness.
The bid was awarded a month later than
last year. She vowed to move the bid
time up for 2016 and to look at other

times of the year for the haulout.
Rowe pointed out that shipyards tell
her that the time when they have the
most openings for work on the M/V
Guemes is in July and August. She acknowledged that that timing “would be
detrimental for so many reasons.”

20 percent increase requested

Rowe presented an overview of the
essential elements of the 2015 Draft
Fare Revenue Target Report, noting
that revenue was projected to be short
$33,529 without a fare increase. Fares
have not been increased since 2011.
(To view slides of Rowe’s presentation,
see tinyurl.com/GIfares.)
The methodology to determine the
fare-revenue target each year is set by
county resolution. It requires that after revenue from the motor-vehicle fuel
tax and from the state Department of
Transportation ferry-deficit reimbursement funds has been deducted from the
year’s operation and maintenance costs,

fare revenue must cover 65 percent of
the remaining operation and maintenance costs, calculated over a five-year
average. County road funds subsidize
the rest of the costs. The fare-revenue
target was not met in 2010 and 2011.
With increasing maintenance costs
for an aging ferry plus normal inflation,
the maintenance and operation costs are
expected to be in excess of $2.5 million
for the foreseeable future. Rowe projects
that fare-box revenue, at its current rate,
will not meet the 65 percent requirement for 2015 or 2016.
Rowe informed the crowd of 115
that on August 18, Public Works would
request a fare increase from Skagit
County commissioners during a public
hearing. The increase would be effective
October 1, 2015. The proposed increase
averages about 20 percent for nonpeak
fares and 17 percent for peak fares. She
cautioned that another fare increase
might be necessary in 2017. The Board
of Commissioners is scheduled to vote
on the fare increase on September 8.

Ferry Committee supports
increase, with conditions

On July 21, Rowe and RandallGrutter, along with Public Works
Director Dan Berentson and Public Works Controller Jim Mickel, met
with the Guemes Island Ferry Committee (GIFC) members Steve Orsini,
Sally Stapp, and Bud Ullman. Rowe informed the committee members of the
fare-increase proposal.
Steve Orsini voiced the committee’s
(continued on page 4)
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Letters
Dog Show thanks

On behalf of the Guemes Island Historical Society (GIHS), I would like to
thank all those who made our second
Dog Island Dog-Days-of-Summer Dog
Show such a success. [See story on page
18. —Ed.]
Along with the Historical Society’s
members, our planning committee had
great support throughout the community. Joseph Miller got us online and
was instrumental in designing our posters. Rob Schroder, Carol Steffy, Mary
Jo Andrak, Michael Grennell, Lorraine
Francis, Lu LeMieux, Sally Smith, Allen
Bush Jr., Marla Hovey, Dick Brigham,
and Dyvon Havens joined the GIHS
family and helped in various ways, from
setup, greeting, van shuttling, registering, cooking, cleaning, and putting
everything away after the event. (The
list is long, so please forgive me if I’ve
missed anyone.)
Judges Allen Bush Jr., Lynne Myall,
Marie Padovan, and Bill Testerman did
a fantastic job sorting out the various
class winners and kept the show fun and
entertaining. Bill Testerman doubled his
role, also volunteering as show veterinarian, and Marie Padovan, along with
her dog Ryder, provided a fine off-leash
demonstration.
Sally Stapp and Win Anderson deserve special recognition again this year:
Sally for her great job as emcee and
Win for gathering up the fine display of
Guemes Island artifacts.
Island Farm and Pet, Sebo’s Hardware, and Ace Hardware (all of Anacortes) supplied the drawing prizes for
our registered contestants.
Donors for our silent auction, including Guemes Island Resort, Deception Distilling, Monte and Cindy
Hughes (owners of Mystic Sea Charters), Fidalgo Animal Medical Center,
Michael Brown, Dawn Ashbach, Janice and Glen Veal, Amy Reber, Jessica
Lynch Parks, Al and Nancy Bush, Herb
and Sally Smith, Andy Gladish, Julie
deRouche, Sue Roberts, Kit Marcinko,
and Tim Wittman, provided a variety of
wonderful silent-auction items for our
fundraising event.

Ron and Julie Flint of Mitercraft
made plaques for the Best of Show and
People’s Choice winners.
A sincere thank-you goes to all of the
above for their generous donations of
creative products, time, and talents.
Last but not least, I’d like to thank
the greater Guemes Island community
for their enthusiastic support of our little dog show and the GIHS mission as
a whole. We hope everyone had a great
time and are looking forward to next
year’s event (August 20).
—Tom Deach

Car Show thanks

I want to thank everyone for coming to the Car Show, with or without
a vehicle. And special thanks to the
Tide and LineTime for publicizing the
event. Thanks also to the following businesses for their generous donations of
gifts: Buba Sudz Car Wash, Frontier
Ford Superstore, Fidalgo Auto Parts,
Jerry Smith Chevrolet, Cruisin Coffee,
and Les Schwab.
See you next year!
—Wendell Phillips, Car Show
coordinator

A great little island

What a great little island Guemes is.
Last Wednesday [in July], I lost my full
20-trip ferry pass, and less than a week
later, it was posted as found on LineTime and I have my ticket back. Only
on Guemes!
—Joyce Laddusire (Guemes
postal carrier)

Firefighters’ thanks

Wow! Another successful rummage
sale is in the books, thanks to our community, family, and friends. It certainly
was a hot and busy 4th this year with
many activities buzzing about the island, but once again our community
came through for us and donated saleable items. The Guemes Island Firefighters Association made just under $4,000
this year, and per its policies and at its
discretion, the funds will be used to
support firefighters in need and to invest
(continued on page 3)
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LETTERS

(continued from page 2)
in island projects and initiatives.
The firefighters would also like to express how nice it was to get the chance
this year to visit with folks that oftentimes we just see in passing. Please don’t
be strangers! Stop by the station for a
visit, talk with us on the ferry, or simply
wave us down if you have a question.
One last thing: thank you to Bruce
Bowen for donating honey for the association to sell at the rummage sale. The
honey sold fairly quickly and several locals and visitors walked away with smiling faces, as obviously happy shoppers.
Thank you again, community!
—Olivia Snell, Firefighters
Association president

Ohms handled admissions at the door
with aplomb. Sally and Jeff Eagen lent
their beach home to the drummer and
his wife. And finally, Mickey McEachern provided for the care and feeding
(and “watering”) of the 11 out-of-towners with the band.

It was great seeing Mike Gwost up
there joining the band, and I am sure
the 85-plus people had as good a time as
I did. Thanks, Guemians, for bringing
your dancing shoes!
—Michael Brown, Schoolhouse Park
Stage co-manager

A Therapeutic Evening at the Hall

Shipwreck Day thanks

Bingo Therapy thanks

Dear Guemes Tide,
I want to express my thanks to so
many people who helped make the Bingo Therapy dance/concert on August 22
such a success.
Jan Ebersole made signs to announce
“live music tonight,” which can be used
by others in the future. Michael Grennell helped set up and take down at
the Hall and serve refreshments. Barb

edith walden

Thank you to all of you Guemes
Islanders who donated “good stuff” for
the Smart Recovery Shipwreck Day sale
held on July 18. It was hotter than the
hinges, but we made $752, which will
be used to buy Smart Recovery handbooks for the inmates attending our
Smart Recovery substance-abuse programs at Monroe Correctional Complex.
The inmates are, in most cases, burdened with the costs of their prior addiction and therefore are unable to
purchase the handbook. So we buy the
handbooks and give them to the inmates to keep. Your donations of “good
stuff” for the sale are going to a great
cause. Incidentally, we are the only
Smart Recovery program in the entire
Washington State Department of Corrections (so far).
Thanks again.
—Howard Pellett
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Portland-based band Bingo Therapy kept the crowd on their feet dancing at a
benefit for the Schoolhouse Park Stage project on August 22. The event raised
$756 for the Stage. Project co-managers Michael Brown and Mike Gwost both
joined the band for a jam session.
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FERRY FARE INCREASE

ous” program to investigate noncounty sources of money to assist
in the coverage of ferry expenses.
• As the county pursues an
Enterprise Fund and/or a Ferry
District (see article below), the
county will keep GIFC informed
and involved at the earliest practical stage of the work.
At the Public Ferry Forum,
several people spoke in support
of the GIFC proposal.

Closing remarks

edith walden

(continued from page 1)
opinion that the county resolutions regulating the methodology for fare-revenue targets do not allow a fare increase
to be proposed based on a “projection”
of costs. Rowe maintained she has used
projections of maintenance and operations costs at least the last two years to
indicate to the commissioners that a fare
increase was not needed because the projections indicated the 65 percent farerevenue target would be met. The GIFC
and Rowe agreed to disagree on the interpretation of the resolutions.
The GIFC then presented a proposal that stated the GIFC would support
the proposed fare increase if the county
would agree to the following:
• Public Works will submit a ten-year
maintenance plan for the M/V Guemes
that is prepared with the assistance of a
qualified marine engineer.
• Public Works will institute a “vigor-

From left, Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel
Rowe, commissioners Ken Dahlstedt and Ron Wesen, Public Works Director Dan Berentson, County
Engineer Paul Randall-Gutter (hidden), and Public
Works Controller Jim Mickel attend the forum.

Commissioner Dahlstedt
spoke to islanders about the importance of maintaining open
communication by talking and
listening to all perspectives and by trying to give as much advance notice as
possible on new proposals. He reminded the crowd that 118,000 people live
in Skagit County, implicitly making the
point that many fewer live (and vote) on

Guemes. He pledged that the county is
trying to find cost-effective solutions.
The islanders thanked the folks attending from the county by giving a
loud round of applause at the end of the
meeting.

What’s a Ferry District, Anyway?
By Tom Murphy
At the Public Ferry Forum on August 5, Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe informed islanders
that in December she would propose to
county commissioners that the county
establish a Ferry District. She will also
propose that the county adopt a new
method of accounting for ferry expenditures by using an Enterprise Fund,
which is used with ferry systems in
Pierce and Whatcom Counties and by
the state Department of Transportation.
Skagit County Commissioner Ken
Dahlstedt, in his opening remarks at the
meeting, admitted that the county has
not always been good about informing
islanders about its search for funding.
He explained that the early announcement of the two proposals was an effort
to be transparent about future plans,
even though the details have not been
worked out.
A Ferry District would tax property
owners an amount per thousand dollars of the assessed value of their property. Rowe suggested that the county is
looking at taxing the maximum allowed
amount, which is $.75 per $1,000 of as-

sessed value. Public Works Controller
Jim Mickel estimated that $200,000 per
year could be raised with a Ferry District tax at that level. Rowe emphasized
that Public Works would keep islanders
and the Guemes Island Ferry Committee involved “every step along the way.”
The main advantage of a Ferry District, Rowe explained, is that it could
increase the amount of funding available from the state County Road Administration Board (CRAB) to replace
the 35-year-old M/V Guemes. She told
attendees that the costs of maintaining
this vessel may now be exceeding the
costs of maintaining a new one. Rowe
pointed out that at this time there are
not many funding sources for a new ferry but CRAB is one, and CRAB looks

favorably on Ferry Districts. Without
a Ferry District, CRAB may contribute up to 30 percent of the cost of a
new ferry; with a Ferry District, CRAB
might fund up to 70 percent of the cost.
“The more revenue the Ferry District
generates, the more money CRAB will
contribute to the project,” she advised.
Questions arose from the audience
regarding the administration of the Ferry District, the consideration of a surcharge rather than a property tax, and
the efforts by the Ferry Operations Division to reduce and/or control escalating costs. Rowe reminded attendees to
get their questions and concerns in writing to Public Works, repeating that the
development of this idea is not yet completed and input is welcome.

Refunds for Unused Punch Cards
Given that a fare increase may be effective on October 1, numerous islanders
have inquired about whether their unused punch cards will still be valid.
Skagit County Ferry Operations Division Manger Rachel Rowe will propose to
Skagit County commissioners that people who have already purchased punch cards
be allowed to return the unused portion of an unexpired card for a refund. This would
allow islanders to continue to purchase and use punch cards until the rate increase is
finalized, without risk of losing money.
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Tips for the Ferry Outage

M/V Guemes Will Be Out September 28 Through October 25
By Tom Murphy
The dates of the 2015 haulout of the Guemes Island ferry
have been confirmed by Ferry Operations Division Manager
Rachel Rowe to be September 28 through October 25. The
last vehicle run of the ferry will occur at 8:30 p.m. on Sunday,
September 27. As this date is still within the “peak” period,
the 9:15 p.m. and 10 p.m. ferry runs will be passenger-only
service provided by Arrow Launch Service on the Strait Arrow. The work schedule calls for the M/V Guemes to return to
service on the 6:30 a.m. run on October 26.
Lake Union Dry Dock in Seattle will perform the work
on the ferry, and the US Coast Guard will inspect the M/V
Guemes for its required dry-dock credit. The winning bid for
the haulout was $662,457. Added engineering, inspection,
and administrative costs are estimated to be $66,246, and the
passenger-only service will cost $84,000.

Riding the Strait Arrow

Be aware that the peak sailing schedule will be in effect
from September 28 through September 30. On October 1,
the sailing schedule reverts to the nonpeak version. These
schedules may be found at skagitcounty.net/ferry.
A passenger cabin exists on the Strait Arrow but it is not
easily accessible for people with mobility difficulties and may
not be accessible at all for people using wheelchairs. Jeramey
Johnson from Arrow Launch Service told the Tide that “an
area to protect folks from wind and rain will be in place as it
was last year.”
In good weather, the open boat ride can be a pleasant experience. In inclement weather, the ride can be challenging.
Passengers are urged to use caution when walking up and
down the ramps and ramp aprons. The ferry crew is usually
right on the spot to help anyone who needs assistance.

press #1 and ask for Guemes Dispatch. For more information,
see the Skagit Transit insert in this issue.

Garbage and propane service

Waste Management has made arrangements with M/V
San Juan Enterprise to provide garbage and recycling service
on the regular schedule during the haulout. Timing may shift
slightly, but garbage and recycling pickup will continue on the
normal days. For questions about Waste Management’s service, call for customer service at (800) 592-9995.
Propane companies will be making their own arrangements for deliveries.
Plan ahead
Veteran ferry riders know there are a lot of things to consider when planning in advance for a haulout.
Make sure you transport any big or clumsy items while the
car ferry is still in operation. Pay attention to the location and
availability of wheelbarrows; if there are a lot of empty ones
on the Guemes side, take one with you as you go to Anacortes. Many islanders keep a vehicle on the Anacortes side.
The Guemes Island Fire Department is well prepared for
emergencies, as are the Anacortes paramedics. Airlift Northwest will be on call for emergency medical flights.
Rowe announced that additional ADA parking spaces will
be added to both the Anacortes and Guemes dock areas. Parking will be at a premium, so plan accordingly.
And take this opportunity to visit with your neighbors.
Every haulout is an opportunity to make new friends!

Medical Copter Pays a Call

Shuttle service

edith walden

Skagit Transit is stationing a bus on Guemes Island to
provide transportation to and from the ferry dock from September 27 through October 26. The bus is scheduled to run
Mondays through Thursdays and Saturdays from 7 a.m. to
5:30 p.m., with an hour lunch break for the driver between
11:45 a.m. and 12:45 p.m.
On Fridays, the bus will be available from 7 a.m. to 7:30
p.m.; it will meet the 6:45 p.m. ferry and will pick people up
to take to the 8:00 ferry.
On Sundays in October, availability will be from 8:30 a.m.
to 5:15 p.m., with the same lunch break as during the week.
The suggested rate for rides on the bus is $1.00 for adults
and $.50 for children under 18, senior citizens, and persons
with disabilities.
The bus will pick you up at your house and deposit you at
the ferry dock if you call the driver at 770-0310 an hour before the time you need a ride. The driver may not answer as he
or she may be driving. In that case, call dispatch at 757-4433;

Airlift Northwest touched down on the heliport on Guemes
Island Road on August 26 to familiarize the Guemes Island
Fire Department with its emergency flight procedures. Above,
an Airlift Northwest critical care nurse (right) explains procedures to (from left) firefighters Qi Lou and Diane Murray and
Assistant Fire Chief Olivia Snell.
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Anacortes High
School Honor Roll
Congratulations to the following current and former island students who made the Anacortes
High School honor roll for the second semester:
Katherine Butler 3.979
Hallie Freeman 3.824
Sage Olson 3.9
Sam Stamper 3.67
Nota Tsitsiragos 3.9

Gathering Lunches
Resume
in October

After the summer hiatus, the
Gathering lunch program will resume, beginning Thursday, October
1, when Lorraine Francis will prepare the meal. Islanders are invited to gather at the Guemes Island
Community Church to eat and socialize with friends from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. A $5 donation for
the meal is suggested.
Free blood-pressure checks will
be offered from 11:15 to noon.
For more information, or to volunteer to help set up, cook, serve,
or clean up, contact Lorraine at
293-8364 or 540-0920. A meeeting
to plan menus and schedules will
be held at the Church on Thursday,
September 10, at 3:30 p.m.

•Save the Date•

Editors’ note: This section lists
island events we think readers might
want to know about more than a
month in advance.
••On October 1, the Gathering
lunch program will start its new
season (see article above).
••On October 17, the Black
and White Dinner will be held at
the Community Center.

Welcome, Henry Ocean Jones
Henry Ocean Jones, weighing 8 pounds
and 11 ounces, was born on July 1 to Chrystol White and Schuyler Jones at the First
Hill Campus of Swedish Hospital in Seattle.
Chrystol was raised on Guemes and is the
daughter of Bob and Nancy White, the new
proud grandparents. Henry made his first
appearance on the island on July 31.
The couple lives in Ballard; Chrystol
teaches third grade in the Edmonds School
District and Schuyler is an administrative assistant for a psychoanalyst.

Fall Festival Falls on September 5
Although you may be wondering how it can possibly be fall after a seemingly endless summer, the annual Fall Festival will be celebrated on Saturday, September 5, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Community Center.
The traditional and popular Labor Day weekend event features locally made arts,
crafts, and baked goods, with proceeds going to support the Betty Crookes Guemes
Gold Scholarship Fund.
While you’re there, you can also enjoy a famous Guemes hot dog with grilled onions while supplementing the general fund for the Community Center.
As space permits, vendors may rent tables inside the Community Center for $25,
or you may furnish your own table on the sidewalk for a $10 fee. The Guemes Island
Property Owners Association (GIPOA) sponsors the event.
To rent a table, send a check to GIPOA, PO Box 131, Anacortes, WA 98221 or to
Carol Pellett, 5293 Guemes Island Rd, Anacortes, WA 98221. Contact Carol at 2938128 or cpellett95@gmail.com to reserve a space.

Salad Potlucks Continue
One more Salad Potluck is scheduled for Tuesday, September 15. The potluck will
begin at 6 p.m. at the Guemes Island Community Church. All are welcome.
At 7 p.m., Costa Rican naturalist and nature photographer Eugenio García López
will be the featured speaker. López is a native Costa Rican with decades of experience
as an ornithologist, naturalist, and wilderness guide.
He lived for more than 20 years in a remote community in the Talamanca mountains in southern Costa Rica, and has traveled all over his beautiful country leading
groups of adults and high school and college students, helping them understand the
amazing natural diversity.
In his presentation, titled “Costa Rica—A Country Between Two Oceans and
Between Two Continents,” he will share stories and information about his experiences, and show some of his stunning photographs (some of which can be seen at
fotonatura.org/galerias/10700).
Eugenio is a friend and colleague of island renewable-energy expert Ian Woofenden, and the two have worked together for more than a dozen years in Ian’s Costa Rica
program.
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Clay and Jewelry
Classes Offered

Young Investigators Attend
Fifth Annual Science Camp

photos by edith walden

By Carol Harma
From June 29 to July 3, the Community Center, the Church, and the grounds
between were teeming with life as children between ages 4 and 11 (with accompanying adults) showed up for the fifth annual Science Camp. Thirty-eight children
from our extended island family participated this year.
As in past years, Jen and Nat Whitman, with storyteller Margaret Read MacDonald, started and ended each morning with songs and stories. In between, the
children participated in
three science-themed
half hours presented by
retired educators Kathy
Finks, Holiday Matchett,
and Carol Harma. This
year’s theme was “investigation.”
With Kathy, the children investigated the
heart, blood, and circulation system. Edie Clark
began the week by helping students count and
record their heart rates.
During the week, Connie and Dennis Cantrell used the new big-screen monitor at the Hall to show
animated explanations of the topics. The grand finale was presented by Olivia
Snell and Holly Rainwater using the Guemes Island Fire Department’s ambulance
and supplies.
Holiday, assisted by Carol Deach, led an investigation into the birth of Guemes
Island from the origin of the solar system to modern times. Through the week, the
children created an island in a wading pool, acting out the geological occurrences of
volcanoes, glaciers, and subsequent erosion that led to plant and animal life.
In Carol’s groups, the younger children investigated insects and spiders by reading books, and by observing ants and other insects in nature. The older children
learned about the research process as they investigated bats. They also
used some metric math to
measure the church bell
tower (12 meters).
Thanks go to the
Community Center and
the Church for the use
of their facilities, and to
the parents and grandparents who helped in many
ways.
Thanks also are due
to young helpers Anna
Prewitt and Danni Lynn
Top: Youngsters at Science Camp experiment with ice
Snell.
Mark your calenglaciers on an island they built in a pool during the week at
dars
for
next year’s Scicamp. Above: From left, Holiday Matchett encourages Will
ence
Camp,
to be held
Prewitt, Mark Holmes, and Jack Chiaro to break up clay to
from July 5 to 8.
simulate glacial erosion.

Hand-build with clay

Sue Roberts of Tower Arts Studio
is offering two clay workshops this fall.
Hand Building with Clay for Kids will
be held on Sunday, September 13, from
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Sunday, October 11, from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Students will learn basic hand-building
techniques using coils, slabs, and plaster
forms. Each child will complete a project that will be glazed. The piece will be
ready for pickup two weeks later after it
is fired. The class fee is $50, which includes individual instruction, firing, and
all materials.
On Saturday, October 3, Family and
Friends Clay Night will be held from
6:30 to 9:15 p.m. Designed for couples,
friends, and small groups who want to
do something different on a Saturday
night, each participant will hand-build
and glaze one piece of work that will be
fired and will be available for pickup later. Bring your own snacks and beverages, if desired. The class fee is $45, which
includes firing and all materials.
To see the rest of Sue’s fall classes,
visit towerartsstudio.com, or contact her
at 770-6140.

Wire-wrap jewelry

Darlene Klister of Firelight Designs
Studio is offering a beginning class in
wire-wrapped jewelry on Friday, September 11, from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Students will learn how to take straight
lengths of wire and wrap a stone, shell,
piece of sea glass, or some other object
and will take a finished wrapped pendant home. Class fee is $35 and includes the use of necessary tools and
copper wire.
If you’ve already taken the beginning
class, you can take a more advanced
class on Friday, September 25, from
1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Students will learn to
wrap a small steel tube, which a chain
can pass through, to an object such as a
stone. Tools and copper wire are provided. The fee is $35.
For more information, visit Darlene’s
website at firelightdesigns.net, or contact Darlene at 770-2998.
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Liquor Board Warns About Serving Alcohol at Events

Alcohol at a public event

A public event is defined as one that
is open to the public and is announced
and advertised to the public—on LineTime or in the Tide, for example. Carpenter explained that a Special Occasion
License is required for a bona fide nonprofit organization to sell liquor (spirits,
beer, or wine) by individual serving at
a public event such as fundraising dinners, galas, auctions, and wine tastings.
The license must be applied for at
least 45 days in advance and costs $60

per day per location. A nonprofit organization may have 12 such singleday events per year. Once an organization has applied for a Special Occasion
License, the processing time might be
shortened after the organization has established that it is a bona fide nonprofit.
Other restrictions apply; for details,
see tinyurl.com/publicevent.

Alcohol at a private event

A private event that requires a Banquet Permit is one that is held in a public place or business but is a private,
invitation-only gathering such as a wedding, company banquet, retirement
party, or club event. The event may not
be open or advertised to the public. Any

liquor served must be free of charge or
brought by individuals attending the
event. Donations cannot be accepted.
A Banquet Permit costs $10 per day
per event. Other restrictions apply; see
tinyurl.com/privevent.
A Banquet Permit is not required
only if an event is held by a private individual (not an organization or business entity); guests are not charged for
anything provided at the event (donations, dues, and fees are not allowed);
the facility is closed to the general public during the event; there is no business purpose for the event or any financial gain; and the event would
normally be held in the individual’s
private home but is too large.

Full Burn Ban Still in Effect
By Edith Walden
at least five feet from
While the Julyflammable vegetation.
August issue of the
Charcoal grills are
Tide was being printed
permitted at private
on June 29, the deciresidences provided
sion on whether there
the use is over a nonwould be a modified
flammable surface and
or full burn ban was
at least five feet from
reversed—for a second
flammable vegetation.”
time.
It is not legal to
Guemes Island fire
have beach fires, bricommissioners had
quette fires elsewhere
called for a full burn
than in a barbecue
ban (no outdoor burngrill, campfires of any
ing) as early as June
kind, or unapproved
15, and a full burn ban
fires in an open gawas announced for
rage or carport, porch,
Guemes Island to be
fenced area, shelter,
effective June 23. That
tent, or other nondecision was reversed
structural surrounding.
on June 23 back to a
The Guemes IsA full burn ban remains in effect on
modified ban, only to Guemes. Some neighborhood wag land Fire Department
be reversed again to a
has responded to three
(who needs a spell-checker) has
full burn ban through- added a restriction to this sign in
calls this summer reout the state on June
porting fires, all of
Holiday Hideaway.
29.
them small beach fires.
That full burn ban is still in effect
After watching the devastation due
and may continue into October. During to the wide-ranging fires in other areas
a full burn ban, it’s still possible to barof the state, and with vegetation on the
becue: the Skagit County Fire Marshal’s island being tinder dry, we hope that
office states that “liquid fueled or gasislanders will continue to use extreme
fueled stoves are permitted provided the caution in preventing fires until the weluse is over a non-flammable surface and come rains arrive in earnest.
edith walden

By Edith Walden
On May 16, an investigator from the
Washington State Liquor and Cannabis
Board (WSLCB) contacted officers of
the Guemes Island Community Center
Association (GICCA) to tell them that
WSLCB had received a complaint about
alcohol being served to the public at the
Community Center. The investigator
reminded GICCA president Kathleen
Phillips that special licenses or permits
are necessary to serve alcohol at events
in public facilities.
The Tide contacted WSLCB spokesperson Mikhail Carpenter for an outline
of the requirements.
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County to Release Final Draft of
Seawater Intrusion Policy
By Sally Stapp
For many years, the Guemes Island
Environmental Trust and the Guemes
Island Planning and Advisory Committee (GIPAC) have worked hard to get
Skagit County to take water-usage issues
seriously. The Skagit County Health
Department has been operating with
an “Interim” Seawater Intrusion Policy
since 1995. The policy regulates certain building-permit requirements on
Guemes Island.
With recent encouragement from
GIPAC, the Skagit County Health
Department is working to codify and
update the policy. When the Health
Department releases its final draft, there
will be a 30-day period for public comment.
After this especially dry spring and
summer, water issues are front-page
news. All wells on Guemes tap into underground aquifers, which are the gravel
layers where water accumulates; therefore our island is designated as a “sole
source aquifer area.”

North Beach wells have failed

Along the shorelines of Guemes,
the lens of freshwater that floats on the
deeper saltwater layer is thinner than in
the central parts of the island. Pumping
freshwater too much or too fast from
wells near the shorelines can cause mixing of seawater with freshwater, and can
contaminate your well and the wells of
neighbors.
If you don’t get your water from an
underground well, you must collect
rainwater for irrigation uses and/or treat
it with filters and ultraviolet lights for
potable “in house” uses. The other possibility is to use actual seawater after it
has gone through a reverse osmosis system that removes the salt and purifies it
for human consumption.
On North Beach, seven drilled or
hand-dug wells have failed in recent
years. More development and increased
consumption contribute to these failures. From 1997 to August 2015, 139
new homes or accessory dwelling units

were built on Guemes, according to
Skagit County Planning and Development Services records. The Washington
Department of Ecology identified seawater intrusion on Guemes in the late
1980s. The more wells that are drilled,
especially near shorelines, the more risk
of seawater intrusion there is to previously existing wells.

GIPAC recommendations

GIPAC has submitted the following
recommendations to the county for inclusion in the final Seawater Intrusion
Policy:
• Reduce the well-water-withdrawal
test requirement to 150 gallons per day.
Currently, to acquire a building permit you must prove that your well can
produce 350 gallons per day—far more
than most families use. This requirement effectively makes rainwater collection for potable water impractical
on small lots.
• Allow and encourage alternative water systems such as rainwater catchment
and/or reverse osmosis from seawater
(not from existing well water). Current
language in the code “discourages alternative systems.”
• Restrict the pump rate on all new
wells to three gallons per minute instead
of the current five gallons per minute.
A slower withdrawal rate might cause
less mixing of freshwater and seawater
lenses.
This writer would add a fourth recommendation: require water meters on
all water systems, new and old. (GIPAC
has already proposed that meters be required for all new wells.) When you
know how much water you are using,
you can figure out ways to conserve.
Meters can also indicate leaks in your
system.
Islanders are encouraged to submit
comments to the Skagit County Health
Department on the Seawater Intrusion
Policy update, as soon as it is released
for public review. Notice about comment procedures will be posted on LineTime and published in the Tide.
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Tide Now Sold
at Library
Anderson’s General Store no
longer carries the Guemes Tide. The
proprietors informed us on July 13 that
they no longer wished to sell the Tide,
citing a high rate of theft and “a lot of
negative comments to us throughout
the year about the paper.”
Single issues of the Tide may now
be purchased at the Guemes Island
Library (see Library hours in the Calendar section of this issue), the DIGS
Kitchen food truck (see page 16), and
the Guemes Island Resort.
To subscribe, see our website at
guemestide.org, send us an email at
subscriptions@guemestide.org, or
write to us at 4709 South Shore Drive,
Anacortes, WA 98221. Subscriptions are
still just $20 per year for 10 issues.

Hunting Time Again
Deer hunting on Guemes begins
with an archery season September 1–30
for any deer, according to the Department of Fish and Wildlife. Archers also
have a second hunt by special permit
only, with 20 permits issued August 31
through September 25, antlerless deer
only.
Muzzleloader and modern firearm
seasons do not start until October and
will be outlined in that issue of the Tide.
Hunting violations, such as shooting
from or across a road or hunting while
impaired, can be reported to the State
Patrol at 757-1175. Trespassing can be
reported to the sheriff’s office via 911.
Thanks to Willard Edmunds for providing this information.
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Memories of Henrietta “Bubbles/Bubble/One Bubble” Finley

bikespot
bicycle repair

sales & service
parts & accessories
210 Commercial Ave.
360-588-1676

edith walden

By Holiday Matchett
On July 13, the program for the
Guemes Island Historical Society
(GIHS) was a reading by Carol Deach
of excerpts from a conversation she had
with Bill Mitchell and Roger Thornhill about their memories of the famous
(and notorious) Guemes Islander Henrietta “Bubbles” Finley.
The recent, impromptu conversation
was recorded on June 29 at Mitchell’s
Anacortes home.
The approximately one-and-a-halfhour conversation featured stories and
memories the three shared with each
other, ranging from her vaudeville days
in the 1920s to her wake at the Community Center in 1995. Deach and
Mitchell had known Bubbles from the
time they were children. Thornhill came
into her life near the end.
Henrietta Blaisdell Finley (May 23,
1903–October 14, 1995) carried many
names in her lifetime, including Henrietta Hill Crosby (family names), Blaisdell (father’s name), Berlin (her first
husband), Ervine (second husband), and
Finley (third husband). The nickname
“Bubbles” was altered by her later in her
life to “Bubble” and “One Bubble.” This
change created a minor island controversy, and according to Deach, it is not
known when she decided to be “One
Bubble.”
The reason for this change was not
known by her friends, although there
was much discussion that the motive
may have been to stir up dissension between former friends versus new friends
or to bring her attention, according to
Mitchell. The discussion of the verity of

Henrietta Finley kept a number of scrapbooks; this one belongs to the Guemes Island
Historical Society.

“Bubbles” preceding “One Bubble” was
solved at a large gathering at the Community Center in 2010 when Bubbles’s
canoe was returned to the island on
April 24 from the Center for Wooden
Boats in Seattle (see page 1 of the May
2010 Tide). In the midst of the argument, Bill Everett suddenly pulled down
the leather jacket that Bill Mitchell was
wearing and underneath on his right
arm was a tattoo that was an exact copy
of a drawing she had made of herself in
her Ming Toy outfit (one of Bubbles’s
vaudeville characters), dated 1927, and
signed “Bubbles.” Debate concluded.
Bubbles was a well-known performer in Anacortes during the 1920s. She
came to Guemes at the age of 16 and
built a cabin. In her long lifetime, she
spent time at sea, gold-hunting in Alaska, and with Native Americans. She
shared her life with numerous people,
many of whom were men.
Her reputation on the island was one
of a very colorful, artistic person. She
created very unusual quilts, drew and
painted eye-catching creations, and kept
a mannequin named “Matilda” in her
bathroom (when guests closed the door,
suddenly there was Matilda to scare visitors). And her home was banned by the
parents of the island’s young ladies. Sue
O’Donnell and Sally Stapp both expressed regrets that they were unable to
accompany the boys down to her fasci-

nating cabin.
Deach said her mother allowed her
and her sister to swim in Bubbles’s saltwater swimming pool upon occasion.
Bubbles charged ten cents. Bubbles put
up many signs around her house; one
of Carol’s favorites was one by her pool
that said, “I don’t swim in your toilet,
please don’t pee in my pool.”
Much of her life is well documented
in five albums that she created over the
years. The albums are filled with drawings, photos, clippings from newspapers and magazines, and comments she
wrote all over the pages. One of her albums remains in the custody of GIHS.
With careful handling in white cotton
cloves, Deach revealed pages of the album to the history buffs at the meeting.
The home and cabins that Bubbles
built along Guemes’s west shore were
as unique as she was—made of rocks,
shells, agates, and cement forms and
decorated with mermaids, dragons in
black silhouettes, and a giant crab painted on the bottom of her pool. The circular home is now nearly at sea level,
with water washing into many of her
rock-art structures and bringing some
of the sea creatures up to the steps. Bill
Mitchell and Roger Thornhill could see
that her home was like her albums—a
museum, full of the images, collections,
and art objects that she loved to live
with.
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When
Mondays

Wednesdays

Fridays

Sept.	
  2,	
  Wed.
Sept.	
  4,	
  Fri.
Sept.	
  5,	
  Sat.
Sept.	
  6,	
  Sun.
Sept.	
  7,	
  Mon.
Labor	
  Day
Sept.	
  8,	
  Tues.
Sept.	
  9,	
  Wed.
Sept.	
  10,	
  Thu.
Sept.	
  11,	
  Fri.

Sept.	
  12,	
  Sat.
Sept.	
  13,	
  Sun.
Grandparents'
Day
Sept.	
  14,	
  Mon.
Rosh	
  Hashanah

What
Strength-‐Building	
  Group
Zumba*
Yoga
Strength-‐Building	
  Group
Zumba*
Yoga
Strength-‐Building	
  Group

Library	
  open
Meditation
Library	
  open
Fall	
  Festival
Library	
  open
Church	
  Service
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation
Library	
  open
A	
  Course	
  in	
  Miracles
Knitting	
  Night
Women's	
  Fellowship
Library	
  open
Men's	
  Book	
  Club
Meditation
Library	
  open
Library	
  open
Church	
  Service
Kids	
  Story	
  Hour

Time
Regularly	
  Scheduled	
  Exercise	
  Classes
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
9:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
9:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Island	
  Events	
  by	
  the	
  Day
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
10:00	
  am	
  -‐	
  2:00	
  pm
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
9:30	
  am
9:30	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
7:00	
  pm
11:00	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
7:00	
  pm
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
9:30	
  am
2:00	
  -‐	
  3:00	
  pm

September 2015
Where

Contact

Church
Hall
Hall
Church
Hall
Hall
Church

Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Elke	
  Macartney	
  770-‐7831
Sue	
  Gwost	
  293-‐5708
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Elke	
  Macartney	
  770-‐7831
Sue	
  Gwost	
  293-‐5708
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221

Library
Church
Library
Hall
Library
Church
Church
Library
4709	
  S	
  Shore	
  Dr
Pellett's
Church
Library
Church
Church
Library
Library
Church
Library

Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Cleo	
  Bouffiou	
  466-‐1382
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
George	
  Meekins	
  840-‐9391
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Sarah	
  Sibley	
  206-‐992-‐3434

Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
9:30	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
GIPAC
6:30	
  pm
Church
Patty	
  Rose	
  206-‐660-‐7697
Fire	
  Commissioners
7:00	
  pm
Fire	
  Hall
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Historical	
  Society
7:00	
  pm
Church
Carol	
  Deach	
  708-‐2726
Sept.	
  15,	
  Tues.
Community	
  Salad	
  Potluck:	
  
6:00	
  pm
Church
Carol	
  Harma	
  293-‐5784
	
  	
  Eugenio	
  Garcia	
  Lopez	
  -‐	
  Costa	
  Rica
Sept.	
  16,	
  Wed.
Women's	
  Fellowship
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Sept.	
  17,	
  Thu.
GICCA	
  Meeting
7:00	
  pm
Hall
Kathleen	
  Phillips	
  299-‐0068
Sept.	
  18,	
  Fri.
Meditation
8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
Church
Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Sept.	
  19,	
  Sat.
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
All	
  events	
  listed	
  are	
  open	
  to	
  the	
  public	
  (some	
  require	
  preregistration).	
  	
  Asterisk	
  (*)	
  indicates	
  fee	
  for	
  event.
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When

What

Time

Where

Contact

Sept.	
  20,	
  Sun.
Sept.	
  21,	
  Mon.

Church	
  Service
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
Library	
  open
A	
  Course	
  in	
  Miracles
Library	
  Book	
  Club
Knitting	
  Night
Women's	
  Fellowship
Library	
  open

9:30	
  am
9:30	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
8:00	
  pm
7:00	
  pm
11:00	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm

Church
Church
Library
4709	
  S	
  Shore	
  Dr
Library
Pellett's
Church
Library

Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Cleo	
  Bouffiou	
  466-‐1382
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128

Meditation
Library	
  open
Library	
  open
Church	
  Service
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
Library	
  open
Cemetery	
  Commissioners	
  Meeting
Women's	
  Fellowship
Library	
  open

8:30	
  -‐10:30	
  am
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
9:30	
  am
9:30	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
6:00	
  pm
11:00	
  am
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm

Church
Library
Library
Church
Church
Library
Fire	
  Hall
Church
Library

Jon	
  Prescott	
  360-‐929-‐6996
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Angie	
  Veal	
  941-‐1930
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128

Sept.	
  22,	
  Tues.
Sept.	
  23,	
  Wed.
Autumn
Equinox
Yom	
  Kippur
Sept.	
  25,	
  Fri.
Sept.	
  26,	
  Sat.
Sept.	
  27,	
  Sun.
Sept.	
  28,	
  Mon.

Sept.	
  30,	
  Wed.

UPCOMING

Ferry	
  Outage:	
  	
  Monday,	
  	
  September	
  28,	
  through	
  Sunday,	
  October	
  25
Gathering	
  Lunch,	
  Thursday,	
  October	
  1,	
  11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm,	
  Church
To	
  add	
  your	
  event,	
  email:	
  calendar@guemestide.org	
  (by	
  the	
  15th	
  of	
  the	
  month).
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In Case of Emergency
CERT Stays Ready for Disasters
By Gail Nicolls
Northwesterners were recently reminded, in a New Yorker article titled
“The Really Big One,” that we live in
the Cascadia subduction zone, where an
earthquake measuring 8.0 to 9.2 on the
Richter scale has a one in three chance
of happening in the next 50 years. If we
should experience a widespread disaster in our area, it could be two weeks
or more before we receive outside help;
therefore all households, including people who are vacationing on the island,
should keep enough food and water on
hand to be independent for at least two
weeks.
The Guemes Island Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) is
a group of volunteers who are prepared
to respond to an emergency on the island when called upon by the Guemes
Island Fire Department. CERT has
teams of neighborhood leaders and
emergency-communications specialists
assigned to every neighborhood on the
island, plus a team of trained shelter operators. (See pages 14–15 for a complete
list of neighborhood leaders.)
If disaster strikes the island, designated neighborhood leaders or alternates are responsible for checking every
household in their neighborhoods.
The CERT Emergency Communications Network consists of ham radio and
Family Radio Service operators who are
located around the island. In the event
that landline and cell-phone service is

lost, the communications team will connect neighborhoods to the emergency
command headquarters on the island
and to county emergency management.
Should shelters become necessary,
the shelter team will establish sleeping
arrangements at the Community Center
and food service at the Church. CERT
volunteers have been busy making
sure that the Community Center and
Church will be well stocked with emergency food and water. The food won’t be
gourmet fare, but it is recommended for
its nutrition and long shelf life. The water is stored in 2½ gallon jugs donated
by Tom and Juby Fouts. (To buy your
own water-storage jugs, call Juby at 2932704.)
To learn more about CERT, see the
CERT webpage on linetime.org under
“Guemes Island Organizations” or read
about it in folders hanging on the bulletin boards in the Community Center
and the Library. Also look at the map of
radio locations of our CERT Emergency
Communications Network. And touch
base with your neighborhood leaders.
A Family Emergency Preparedness
Plan can be downloaded at tinyurl.com
/GuemesCERT. For more information
or to volunteer, please call Gail Nicolls
at 293-9540.
(To read the New Yorker article and
its follow-up piece titled “How to
Stay Safe When the Big One Comes,”
see tinyurl.com/NYbigone and tinyurl
.com/staysafe.)
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Slow Loris Hosts
Open Studio
Slow Loris hosts its annual studio
sale and open house on Sunday, September 13, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
7238 Square Harbor Road. Their famous
T-shirts, designed and screen-printed
by Jessica Lynch Parks and Arlo Rumpff,
will be available at sale prices.
You can bring your own T-shirt
or fabric item that is at least 5 percent
cotton to have screen-printed in your
choice of six designs for just $5 per
item. Cards, prints, and other apparel
will also be for sale, and refreshments
will be provided.
Parking at the studio is limited;
park below next to the tiny house and
walk up to the studio, if possible.
For more information about Slow
Loris, see slowshirts.com and the Slow
Shirts Facebook page.

Are You Ready for
Renewable Energy?

Consultations
with Ian Woofenden

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies
Renewable
Energy Systems
Energy Efficient
Home Strategies
Guemes Island
Renewable Energy Tours

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520
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CERT Neighborhood Leaders
Leader: Angie/Adam Veal, 5001
Lewis Ln., 941-9578, 941-1930
Alternate: Karen Everett, 5052
Guemes Island Rd, 293-3581
Communications: Stuart Charles,
4453 Guemes Island Rd, 293-2590,
770-7613
Covers: 4622–5062 Guemes Island
Rd., all of Lewis Ln.

Leader: Jan Iverson, 5358 South
Shore Dr., 293-6108, 410-8686
Alternate: Leota Price, 5469 South
Shore Dr., 293-4156
Communications: Leota Price , 5469
South Shore Dr., 293-4156
Covers: 7753–7932 Guemes Island
Rd., 5144–5478 South Shore Dr., all of
Tidewater Rd. & Beechnut Tree Ln.

Leader: Larry Bohall, 7370 Channel
View Dr., 840-7243
Alternate: Open
Communications: Sharon Schlittenhard, 7561 Holiday Blvd., 299-9165
Covers: All of Channel View Dr. &
Guemes Pl.

Leader: Kaye Kamphenborg, 5197
Guemes Island Rd., 293-6136
Alternate: Open
Communications: Carol Pellett,
5293 Guemes Island Rd., 293-8128
Covers: 5062–5470 Guemes Island
Rd.

Hideaway Lane

Cypress Way

Leader: Howard Pellett, 5293
Guemes Island Rd., 293-8128,
840-3397
Alternate- Open
Communications: Carol Pellett,
5293 Guemes Island Rd, 293-8128,
840-3397
Covers: 5470–5905 Guemes Island
Rd., all of Down Under Ln.

Here’s a list of Guemes Island Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) neighborhood leaders. (see the
article on page 13). If your neighborhood doesn’t have an alternate, please
consider volunteering: call Gail Nicolls
at 293-9540 or 941-3319.

Channel View Drive

Leader: Larry Bohall, 7370 Channel
View Dr., 840-7243
Alternate: Open
Communications: Sharon Schlittenhard, 7561 Holiday Blvd., 299-9165
Covers: All of Cypress Way

Edens Road

Leader: Zoanne Hyland, 4989 Edens
Rd., 588-1450
Alternate: Janice Veal, 4453 Edens
Rd., 293-3721
Communications: Cecelia Spahr,
6448 West Shore Rd., 293-8384
Covers: 4192–5706 Edens Rd., all of
Driftwood Dr. & Lux Sit Rd.
Leader: Sue Gwost, 5979 Edens Rd.,
293-5708
Alternate: Open
Communications: Jackie Wittman,
5637 Section Ave., 293-5757, 770-6833
Covers: 5706–6129 Edens Rd.

Guemes Island Road

Leader: Stuart Charles, 4453
Guemes Island Rd., 293-2590
Alternate: Open
Communication: Stuart Charles,
4453 Guemes Island Rd., 293-2590
Covers: 4268–4622 Guemes Island
Rd., all of Agate Rd., Clark Point Rd., &
Forest Ln.

Leader: Lorrie Steele, 5521 No
Name Rd., 293-6548
Alternate: Open
Communications: Fire Hall, 2938681
Covers: 5905–6138 Guemes Island
Rd., all of No Name Rd. & Solstice Ln.
Leader: Andy Gladish, 7141 Guemes
Island Rd., 202-1160
Alternate: Lorrie Steele, 5521 No
Name Rd., 293-6548
Communications: Fire Hall , 2938681
Covers: 6138–6561 Guemes Island
Rd.
Leader: Gary Davis, 5530 Homestead Ln., 299-9339, 941-2261
Alternate: Open
Communications: Fire Hall, 2938681; Leota Price, 5469 South Shore
Dr., 293-4156
Covers: 6561–7753 Guemes Island
Rd., all Homestead Ln., Paradise Ln., &
Pheasant Run Ln.

Leader: David McKibben, 7875
Shaw St., 299-4556, 425-922-9311
Alternate: Open
Communications: David McKibben,
7875 Shaw St., 299-4556, 425-9229311; Sharon Schlittenhard, 7561 Holiday Blvd., 299-9165
Covers: All of Hideaway Ln.

Holiday Boulevard

Leader: Bob Anderson, 6966 Holiday Blvd., 293-3770
Alternate: Vicki Hallingstad, 6992
Holiday Blvd., 333-2806
Communications: David McKibben,
7875 Shaw St., 299-4556
Covers: 6898–7393 Holiday Blvd., all
of Decatur Pl. & Woody Ln.
Leader:Ron Knowles, 7992 Saddlebag Ln., 941-7224
Alternate: Jack Smith, 7922 Saddlebag Ln., 293-0401
Communications: Sharon Schlittenhard, 7561 Holiday Blvd., 299-9165
Covers: 7393–7483 Holiday Blvd., all
of Evergreen Ln., Saddlebag Ln., & Shaw
St.
Leader: Mike Young, 7561 Holiday
Blvd., 299-9165
Alternate: 0pen
Communications: Sharon Schlittenhard, 7561 Holiday Blvd., 299-9165
Covers: 7483–7778 Holiday Blvd., all
of Samish St.

Island Crest Lane

Leader: Leslie Tysseling, 7210 Island
Crest Ln., 293-2616, 610-1700
Alternate: Open
Communications: Leslie Tysseling,
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7210 Island Crest Ln., 293-2616, 6101700
Covers: All of Island Crest Ln. & Island View Dr.

Nootka Lane

Leader: Juby Fouts, 6443 Nootka
Ln., 293-2704, 770-9731
Alternate: Open
Communications: Juby Fouts, Jackie
Wittman, 5637 Section Ave., 293-5757
Covers: All of Nootka Ln.

Section Avenue

Leader: Kathy and Harry Finks,
5998 Dunthorne Rd., 588-9192, 425890-1200
Alternate: Sue Gwost, 5979 Edens
Rd., 293-5708
Communications: Jackie Wittman,
5637 Section Ave., 293-5757
Covers: All of Dunthorne Rd., Seaway
Dr., Seaway Hollow Rd., Section Ave., &
Upper Hollow Ln.

South Shore Drive

Leader: Joan Petrick, 4925 South
Shore Dr., 630-7507
Alternate: Mike Thamert, 4709-A
South Shore Dr., 325-3258
Communications: Reva Dugan,
4603 South Shore Dr., 293-8156
Covers: 4440–5144 South Shore Dr.
Leader: Jan Iverson, 5358 South
Shore Dr., 293-6108, 410-8686
Alternate: Leota Price, 5469 South
Shore Dr., 293-4156
Communications: Leota Price
Covers:5144–5478 South Shore Dr.,
all of Tidewater Rd. & Beechnut Tree Ln.

5889 South Shore Rd., 708-3589
Covers: 5889–6112 South Shore Rd.

4792 West Shore Rd., 299-0419
Covers: 4723–4918 West Shore Rd.

Leader: Anne Passarelli, 6124 South
Shore Rd., 299-2549
Alternate: Jon Prescott, 7133 Glencoe Ln., 360-929-6996
Communications: Connie Snell,
5889 S. Shore Rd, Mark Antoncich,
7833 South Beach Ln.
Covers: 6112–6316 South Shore Rd.,
all of Glencoe Ln.

Leader: Tom Murphy, 5162 Totem
Trail Rd., 299-2313
Alternate: Judy Thompson, 5314
West Shore Rd., 293-4832
Communication: Gary Curtis, 4792
West Shore Rd., 299-0419
Covers: 4918–5170 West Shore Rd.,
all of North Indian Village Ln., South
Indian Ln., Totem Trail Rd., & Salmon
Run Rd.

Leader: Mary Jo Andrak, 7033 Holiday Blvd., 293-6398
Alternate: Cathy Schoenberg, 7731
Holiday Blvd., 420-6694
Communications: Sharon Schlittenhard, 7561 Holiday Blvd., 299-9165,
David McKibben, 7875 Shaw St., 2994556
Covers: 6316–6464 South Shore Rd.

Square Harbor Lane

Leader: Jessica Lynch Parks, 7238
Square Harbor Ln., 588-0321
Alternate: Open
Communications: Businger/Kooiman, 6500 Square Harbor Ln., 2935815, 333-4929
Covers: All of Square Harbor Ln. &
Muriel Ln.

West Shore Drive

Leader: Holiday Matchett, 6669
West Shore Dr., 299-8552
Alternate: Gail Nicolls, 7802 West
Shore Dr., 293-9540
Communications: Johnny Hoenselaar, 7690 West Shore Dr.
Covers: 6571–7365 West Shore Dr.

South Shore Road

Leader: Gail Nicolls, 7802 West
Shore Dr., 293-9540, 360-941-3319
Alternate: Susan Rombeek, 7378
Ocean Acres Ln., 293-0777
Communications: Nicolls/Johnny
Hoenselaar, 7690 West Shore Dr.
Covers: 7365–7975 West Shore Dr.,
all of Ocean Acres Ln.

Leader: Don Passarelli, 6124 South
Shore Rd., 299-2549
Alternate: Susie Fox, 5795 South
Shore Rd., 206-890-0098
Communications: Connie Snell:

West Shore Road

Leader: Mark Antoncich, 7833
South Beach Ln., 588-0690
Alternate: Susie Fox, 5795 South
Shore Rd., 206-890-0098
Communications: Mark Antoncich
Covers: 5033–5889 South Shore Rd.,
all of South Beach Ln. & Chestnut Ln.
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Leader: Michael Brown, 4366 Clark
Point Rd., 299-2199
Alternate: Open
Communications: Gary Curtis,

Leader: Gerry Bosworth, 5382 West
Shore Rd., 588-9055
Alternate: Bea Cashetta, 5398 West
Shore Rd., 293-0509
Communications: Tim Fanton,
5383 West Shore Rd., 941-7559
Covers: 5170–5944 West Shore Rd.,
all of Potlatch Ln.
Leader: Cecelia Spahr, 6448 West
Shore Rd., 293-8384
Alternate: Judy Fees, 5858 Lervick
Ave., 293-4493
Communications: Cecelia Spahr ,
6448 West Shore Rd., 293-8384
Covers: 5944–6482 West Shore Rd.,
all of Lervick Ave.

Upland Drive

Leader: Julie Pingree, 7107 Upland
Dr.. 293-2269, 391-2061
Alternate: Larry Bohall, 7370 Channel View Dr., 840-7243
Communications: Sharon Schlittenhard, 7561 Holiday Blvd., 299-9165
Covers: All of Upland Dr.
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DIGS Kitchen Food Truck Opens to Acclaim

photos by edith walden

By Edith Walden
At least 120 patrons were
served delicious food on July
1 at the grand opening of
Guemes Island’s first food
truck—DIGS (for Dog Island
Goods and Services) Kitchen.
Now two months in operation, the site has become a favorite place for islanders, visitors, and guests to have a meal
at the beautifully designed and landscaped setting in the woods just above
the Guemes Island Resort, on Forest
Lane. Recent weekend evenings have
featured live music, attended by 70 or
more friends and neighbors in the casual
outdoor setting.
Still working out their rhythm, owners Mark and Kelly Linnemann, Jaime
Diamond, and Willie McWatters an-

nounced new hours effective
August 22. DIGS Kitchen is Above: Families, friends, neighbors, and dogs gather at
now open Thursday through DIGS Kitchen to listen to music on August 21. Above left:
Sunday from noon to 8 p.m. Win Anderson and Chris Damarjian chat at the event.
On Thursday and Saturday,
the menu features fish; on Friday and
cheese sandwich and hand-cut fries to
Sunday, it’s multiple offerings of hand$11.95 for three pieces of Karen Evermade gourmet pizza—pronounced by
ett’s fish-and-chips recipe to $15.95 for
several customers to be “the best I’ve
a 12-inch sausage, fennel, mushroom,
ever eaten.”
and sweet-pepper pizza. The menu roPrices range from $4.95 for a grilled
tates and changes frequently. While McWatters is the main cook, others who
have rotated through the schedule inAnother Chamber-Music Treat
clude Mark Linnemann, Karen Everett, Yossarian Day, Joe Ogle, and Sarah
Kelly.
For more information about DIGS,
see dogislandgoods.com or call 8262233. Watch for frequent updates in the
DIGS Food Truck section on the LineTime message board (linetime.org).
ralph walden

From left, Roberto Cani, Massimo Paris, Page Smith, Paula Hochhalter, and Karie
Prescott perform at the summer concert of the Guemes Island Chamber Music
Series on June 28. The Hall was packed with rapt music lovers.

Island
Birthdays
Caelen McDill turns 9 on September 9.
Cyprus Harper turns 14 on
September 12.
On September 18, Melia Brenden
turns 13 and Wyatt Peterson
turns 12.
Aayla Peterson turns 5 on
September 21.
Autumn Reed turns 16 on
September 25.
Jackson Lux turns 12 on
September 28.
On September 29, Blake Detering
turns 10 and William McCracken
turns 15.
(Editors’ note: This section lists birthdays of youngsters with island connections turning 16 or younger. To get a
family member added, contact us at
editorial@guemestide.org or 299-9999.)
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A Tale of Small-Town Life
alley (cops had keys to most shops in
case of emergency), turned on some
lights, dished me up a big bowl of ice
cream, and then took me home.
I finish telling this with, “Now
that is a small town.”
A side note, which makes it even
more memorable for me, is that prior to becoming an eight-lane bowling alley, the building was owned by
my family and was home to Consolidated Laundry. There were about
40 employees. This was before anyone had a washer or dryer in their
home. The laundry was built by my
grandfather in the late 1930s, and
was then owned and operated by my
father until he sold it, moved the
business to North Bend, and went
into dry cleaning.
I obtained my Social Security card
for my first paying job at the bowling
alley in 1957—setting pins for 10
cents a game. There were no automatic pin setters then. When you got good

carol steffy

By David McKibben
Whenever someone asks me where
I grew up, I tell them in Snoqualmie, a
small town 30 miles east of Seattle. To
illustrate how small this town was in the
1950s, I tell my favorite remembrance
of living near a small town.
Sometime in the summer of 1956,
when I was almost 13, I had my wisdom teeth taken out. I couldn’t sleep
that night because of the discomfort
in my mouth, so about midnight I got
dressed and went for a walk on the
country gravel road about a mile outside our small town (population around
800), where our family lived. Our local marshal, in the black-and-white
Ford with the shiny siren mounted on
the top of the front fender, pulled up to
see why I was out so late after curfew.
(The town fire siren blew at 10 p.m. in
those days). I told him why. He replied,
“What you need is some ice cream to
make your mouth feel better.” He drove
me into town and unlocked the bowling

enough, you could take care of two adjacent lanes at once and make $3 to $4
on a good Saturday. Big money back
then when gas was 23 cents a gallon and
a bottle of Coke was a nickel.

Fun, Fish, and Fundraising

photos by edith walden

Above: Danni-Lynn Snell (left) and Anna Prewitt pause between
serving dinners to 100 people at the salmon barbecue they hosted on August 1. The event raised $1,300 to help with expenses
for their trip as exchange students to Japan next year. Top right:
Cooks (from left) Sharon Hughlitt, Kim Bone, and Lorraine Francis
serve dessert at the event. Right: Mike Thamert works at barbecuing 11 of Dan Snell’s troll-caught king salmon.
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Dogs, Dogs, and More Dogs at the Dog Show
By Edith Walden
Dogs of all shapes, sizes, colors, and
temperaments, along with their owners
and spectators, enjoyed the Dog Island
Dog-Days-of-Summer Dog Show on
August 15 at Schoolhouse Park. Thirtyfour dogs registered for eight contest
categories—or “classes” in dog-show
parlance. Judging this year were Allen
Bush Jr., Lynne Myall, Marie Padovan, and Bill Testerman, and their job
couldn’t have been easy with such showmanship from the contestants.
First-place winners were: Costume,
Shasta and Carol Deach (winners for
the second year in a row); Best Bark
or Howl, Fergus with Susan Mooney;
Wiggliest/Waggiest, Penny with Malia
Prescott; Dog and Handler Look-Alike,
Kodi and Colin Emsly; Best Groomed

Dog, Madison with Robin Mittelstaedt;
and Best Pair of Dogs, Jack and Fergus
with Susan Mooney. Winners of the onleash obstacle course—which required
both dog and owner to weave through
a set of cones, crawl through a tunnel,
cross a teeter-totter plank, lick peanut
butter from a plate (dog or owner), and
weave through another set of cones with
the dog being carried in a cart—were
Madison and Robin Mittelstaedt with a
winning time of 53.22 seconds.
Madison took the Best of Show
award. Quigley with Claudia Kilbreath
and Kodi with Colin Emsley were both
awarded People’s Choice awards because the balloting was extremely close.
These winners will be awarded plaques
designed by Ron and Julie Flint of Mitercraft.
Sally Stapp kept the 100 or so spectators entertained with her banter as
emcee. Marie Padovan of Catch the
Wave Dog Training showed everyone
what a well-trained dog can do in an

off-leash demonstration with her dog
Ryder.
The Skagit County Humane Society
brought three rescued dogs that were
available for adoption, and their representative Erica Hudson spoke about the
society’s work and needs.
The fundraiser was sponsored by
the Guemes Island Historical Society
and raised approximately $1,550 for
the building fund for a future museum.
Win Anderson had transported Bud
Hansen’s restored wanigan (see page 7
in the June 2012 Tide and page 18 in
the July-August 2012 issue) to the Park,
where it was used to display historical
artifacts from Guemes.
Dog Show coordinator Tom Deach
thanks the show’s planning committee for their hard work—Win Anderson, Al and Nancy Bush, Carol Deach,
Dave Margeson, Sue O’Donnell, Sally
Stapp, and Janice Veal—and the greater Guemes community for its support
(also see his letter on page 2).

Left: Veterinarian and judge Bill Testerman judges the winning wiggliest/waggiest dog
Penny, owned by Malia Prescott. Bottom left: Dog trainer and judge Marie Padovan
demonstrates training with her dog Ryder. Below: Shasta, dressed as a spider and accompanied by her webbed master Carol Deach, won first place for best costume.

photos by edith walden
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Top left: Kodi and ferry-crew member Colin Emsley won first place in the dog/handler
look-alike contest. Bottom left: Robin Mittelstaedt holds Madison, who won the Best
of Show award. Below center: Dog Show judges (from left) Lynne Myall, Bill Testerman,
Allen Bush Jr., and Marie Padovan ponder some hard decisions. Below right: Olivia Snell’s
chocolate lab Lyla, dressed as a s’more, took second place in the costume contest.

photos by edith walden

Seven Artists, Eight Arms—and a Message

edith walden

Notice

Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting,
Monday, September 14, 2015, at 7:00 p.m.
at the Fire Hall.
Public welcome.

Part of a team of Guemes artists prepare an octopus made entirely from
beach debris. From right, Dawn Ashbach, Sue Roberts, Janice Veal, and
Melita Townsend assemble the sculpture at the Arts Depot the night before
the Anacortes Arts Festival. Also on the Guemes team were Cathy Schoenberg and Jackie Wittman, in addiiton to Seattle artist Cindy Small. Three
other teams were invited by the Arts Festival to use marine trash gathered
by festival volunteers to make art that calls attention to the danger to sea
life and our environment from litter in our waters.
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Racing to Alaska, Almost

One Islander’s Epic Adventure up the Inside Passage
Kevin Lillingston

ing it unfit for the
By Tim Wittman
journey; another
Percolation [circa 1610],
participant (an arfrom the Latin percolatioborist by trade)
nem, from past participle
was injured by a
stem of percolare, “to strain
falling tree limb,
through, filter”: A process of
forcing him to
a liquid, gas, etc. moving
withdraw. Launch
gradually through a surface
day featured 22that has very small holes or
knot winds and
spaces in it.
corresponding
John Strathman enviwind waves, and
sions the incubation of
along the way
ideas as a process akin to
treacherous curpercolation, a bit of wisrents sometimes
dom that he acquired
reached 12 knots,
through experience and
offering bonus-orreflection. Last winter, the
bust opportunities
front page of the Seattle
depending on diTimes featured an article
rection of flow and
describing “R2AK”—the
John
Strathman
prepares
for
the
race
at
Point
Hudson
Marina
in
Port
Townsend.
the inclinations of
Race to Alaska. It caught
the participants.
John’s attention as he waitCareful planning was obviously key.
ed to board a flight at SeaTac Airport.
teed to test every fiber of body, mind,
Eight boats scratched from the race
In John’s words, “participating in
and spirit, and assuredly not for the
prior to starting upon learning the
R2AK became an obsession . . . I let it
faint of heart.
launch-day weather report. Of the 53
percolate for two weeks before discussDeparting from Port Townsend
teams that left the starting line on June
ing my interest with my wife, Debbie.”
on June 4, 2015 at 5:30 a.m., partici4, 13 never reached Victoria for various
Debbie’s concerns aired and satisfied,
pants could choose between the “short
reasons, including capsizing, dismastJohn’s planned journey to Alaska in his
run” to Victoria, BC, or the long jouring (broken sails/masts), hypothermia,
single-passenger sea kayak, equipped
ney to Ketchikan, Alaska, described as
and pure intimidation. Only 20 teams
with sail and outrigger, took on a life of “an adventure spanning 750 miles and
(including John) remained the following
its own.
50-degree water.” Vessels ranged from
New full-time residents on Guemes
small-team sailing craft to single-person morning.
Island, John and Debbie hail from the
kayaks, rowboats, a smattering of standSan Francisco Bay area, where John
up sailboarders, and even a stand-up
Best-laid plans
worked in veterinary medicine and
paddleboard!
John’s crossing began on a good
Debbie worked in the technology field.
The prize? How about $10,000 dolnote; an ebb tide supported his plan
John’s preparation for R2AK includ- lars for the first-place finisher, and a set
to proceed as far westward as possible,
ing study, training, and securing basic
of stainless-steel steak knives for second
crossing the Strait of Juan de Fuca, benecessities, including communication
place? No one was planning to get rich.
fore he would encounter powerful flood
devices for tracking and regular contact
R2AK was followed worldwide on
tides. But just short of his destination,
with Debbie, who simultaneously upthe Internet, where interested viewers
Victoria Harbor, the powerful flood tide
dated an excited group of Section Avtracked the overall event and individual
riveted him in place and eliminated forenue devotees.
participants, virtually in real time. Folward progress.
lowers of the event far exceeded expectaUndeterred, John moved his craft
tions. On one particular day, the R2AK cross-current to the Trial Islands, where
A race with complications
he worked himself over to the lee side,
R2AK is the brainchild of Jake Beat- server received over 9 million hits and
crashed.
pulling hand-over-hand, bare-handed,
tie, “lead conspirator” and executive diLike any other “first annual” event,
along barnacle-encrusted rocky outrector of the Northwest Maritime CenR2AK was not without its share of com- croppings. There he waited two hours
ter in Port Townsend. Exciting just to
plications. For example, one rowing
for the flood to subside. (Other particiread, the race brochure uses sleight of
team en route to the start had their ves- pants, not so fortunate, were swept into
hand and a touch of wit and humor to
sel fall from the roof of their car, render- Haro Strait, where one kayaker spent
outline an epic adventure, one guaran-
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Adventures galore

The rest of John’s story seems straight
out of an adventure novel and could
certainly be one (he’s working on a journal of it now). For example, ingenuity
at Cortes Island on day nine inspired
John to use drift logs to slide his boat to
the water. At other times he dealt with
soaked sleeping bags, a swamped kayak
on day 16, rescuing his dry bag from the
surf, a broken boat seat, and repairing
his leeboard using salvaged materials.

An Homage to Betty Lowman Carey
Long before islander John Strathman
made his attempt to kayak to Alaska,
22-year-old Betty Lowman left the shores
of Guemes in 1937 (while everyone
was searching for Amelia Earhart) and
paddled her cedar dugout canoe all the
way to Ketchikan in 66 days—covering
nearly 1,300 miles, counting her many
side trips. In 1963, at age 49, she paddled
from Ketchikan in the same canoe, Bijaboji, to Anacortes, and she continued to
take short canoe trips into her 80s.
Lowman, with a degree in journalism, worked as a newspaper reporter and
magazine feature writer, but it took her
until 2004 to publish her story, Bijaboji:
North to Alaska by Oar, with the help of
John Strathman (left) meets Neil Carey in
her husband, Neil Carey. She died in 2011 the Queen Charlotte Islands.
(see obituary in the April 2011 Tide).
In an inscription to Tim Wittman, she writes in her book: “Guemes Island, the
second most loved island in my long life next to Fidalgo Island where I was born and
schooled. Guemes was the key to my accomplishments during growing up—first
as a wage earner and a berry picker on my grandfather’s acres of berries, then as a
14-year-old swimmer of the Guemes Channel.”
At the encouragement of Wittman, John Strathman met Neil Carey on August
18 on Moresby Island in the Queen Charlotte Islands, where the Careys retired. Carey
is the author of Puffin Cove: A Queen Charlotte Islands Odyssey.

On day 14, John rendezvoused with
a small group of R2AK participants in
the middle of Johnstone Strait, where
he was given a care package of chocolate, fudge, and a cold beer. Nearly 200
white-sided dolphins surrounded John’s
boat near Robson Bight Provincial Park;
a mob of sea lion cows near Port McNeill approached John’s kayak, forcing
him to “butt heads” with a cow that surfaced in his path. Opting for a change
of venue, he detoured around a nearby
island, only to come upon one very angry sea lion bull that fortunately kept its
distance.
Fish and fowl kept John entertained
as he strategized the navigation of dangerous currents in Seymour Narrows;
found a sandy beach as fine as powdered
sugar at Shelter Bay; saw humpback
whales near Cape Caution; lunched
on fresh clams on Fury Island; visited
“Namu,” an abandoned cannery town;
and made a final camp on Denny Island. Each is a story unto itself.
Arrival at Bella Bella on June 27
found John at journey’s end. After some
375 nautical miles, he had used up 21

Valerie Hoperich

the night paddling in circles, disoriented
and mildly hallucinating.) Arriving in
Victoria at 8 p.m. on June 4, John was
welcomed by Debbie, and they spent
several days resting and recuperating before John began stage two of the journey
on June 7.
With the help of Google Earth,
John proceeded north, camping on
Saltspring Island on day one and then
Nanaimo on day two. Curiosities and
adventures available only to those who
dismiss commercial travel in exchange
for a more intimate connection to land
and sea were readily available throughout John’s journey. Rathtrevor Beach
Provincial Park, for example, proved
problematic yet memorable. Navigating a shallow bay, two feet deep at high
tide and spanning an area approximately
a quarter mile to a serviceable campsite,
John knew that resuming his journey at
low tide was going to be tough, anticipating dragging his boat and gear across
400 yards of tideflats to the water. Coincidentally, a passing jogger familiar with
R2AK helped him portage, and even
supplied John with a pair of “psychedelic sunglasses” to replace the ones that he
had lost along the way, saving his eyes
from potential reflective damage.
An independent sort of guy, John
learned that it was “OK to accept help
. . . a life-changing moment.”
Another location found John down
to his last two gulps of water when he
was greeted by a woman who appeared
out of nowhere asking, “Are you John?”
One of the millions of devotees following R2AK on the Internet, she knew
John’s location and decided to offer support, providing him with Starbucks coffee, water, juice, and things to eat.

21

days, the time officially allowed for
R2AK. He made arrangements to return home. Hitching a ride with a fellow R2AK participant suffering from
tendinitis, whose father provided truck
transportation, John traveled the length
of Vancouver Island, arriving at Port
Angeles to reunite with Debbie. “I have
to admit to some disappointment at not
finishing,” he admits, “and I believe that
if I had a do-over I could correct some
mistakes, do some things differently,
and finish.”
The second annual R2AK is scheduled for June 23, 2016. “Would I do it
again?” asks John. “Maybe. We’ll just
have to see!”
The whole experience, John says, was
“40 percent fun, 40 percent drudgery,
10 percent misery, and 10 percent elation. I loved being a member of an elite
club of happy fools participating in an
epic event.”
Perhaps this sort of adventure appeals to you? You have several months
to let the idea percolate. Meanwhile, additional articles detailing the race can be
found at r2ak.com/news.
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July 4 Memories
By Edith Walden
Pirates, classic cars, hot dogs, garage-sale “deals,” remembrances of veterans, music, and any number of family celebrations gave islanders plenty to see and do on July 4.The traditional North Beach parade commenced at 11 a.m., signaling
the official beginning of the holiday celebrations.
The Firefighters Association raised almost $4,000 for charitable endeavors at their rummage sale of items donated by
Guemians (see letter on page 2). The Guemes Island Community Center Association raised $1,577 to benefit the Hall by
selling their famous hot dogs.
New this year was the Car Show at the Community Center, organized by Wendell Phillips. Fourteen vehicles were entered at the event, lining the parking strip from the Community Center to the Church.
An award went to young Owen McDill for his go-kart,
which had the shortest wheelbase; Bill Van Vlack’s 1989
Porsche 928 was the first car entered in the event; Jim Freeburg’s 1929 Ford Model A had the tallest wheels; Bish Wheeler’s 1966 Cobra won the award for “most fun with no top”

photos by edith walden

Clockwise from top left: The first annual Car Show drew 14 vehicles;
a crowds waits for the Firefighters Association Garage Sale to open;
island matriarchs and close friends Jane Read (left) and Agnes
Ashback enjoy a hot dog at the Park; and an elaborately decorated
vehicle gives new meaning to the term “parade float.”

(the family version); Dennis Wyatt’s 1960 Ford pickup had
the best props; Gary Curtis’s 1954 Chevrolet pickup was selected as the best hauler; Jeff Gent’s 1966 Chevrolet Caprice
won the “long, low, and cool” award; Dan Raynor’s 1977 International Scout had the best patriotic theme; Andy Larson’s motorized scooter won the “beats walkin’” award and his
1970 Nova won for the best work in progress; and Shawna
Sparrow’s 2009 45th Anniversary Edition Mustang won the
“I did the show with no top” award. In addition to all the fun,
the event helped raise $170 in donations for the Community
Center. (See also a letter on page 2.)
A tribute to veterans was presented inside the Community Center at its open house and included the Medal of Honor
awarded to US Air Force Captain Gerald Young, the late husband of Yadi Young, for his heroic efforts during a helicopter
rescue in Khe Sanh, Vietnam, in 1967. Letters and artifacts
from other island families’ veterans were on display.
While crowds were thin at the music festival at Anderson’s
General Store, the three bands played plenty of enjoyable music during the all-afternoon and evening event.
The Anacortes fireworks topped off the holiday for those
watching from the South Shore.
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Clockwise from top left: David McKibben
grills onions at the Park; an Uncle Sam
hat marches along North Beach; a pirate
vehicle terrifies onlookers; patrons take in
the festival at the store; and more pirates,
these on foot, with beverages.

photos by edith walden

Setting the Stage for . . . the Stage

edith walden

From left, Mike Gwost, Tyler Clausen, and Todd Shantz apply sealer to the finally
cured concrete pad for the Schoolhouse Park Stage. Forms for the foundation
are expected to be built in the next month, followed by fabrication of the stage
structure.
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Asian Exchange Students Visit Guemes
edith walden

Far left: Japanese exchange student
Kurimi Sasaki (left) visits the Guemes
Island Fire Department with hosts
Anna Prewitt (center) and DanniLynn Snell. Left: “Kane” (left) and
“Ken” prepare a Chinese meal for the
Prescott family.

Sandra Prescott

ping trip, and hung out at Danni
and Anna’s homes, jumping on the
trampoline, listening to music, and
playing dance games on Wii.
Danni describes Kurimi as being sweet, kind, and very respectful of everyone. She was happy that
Kurimi liked to try new things and that her English was very
good. When they had communication problems, a translator
app on a smartphone was always at hand to clear things up.
Anna was happy to have a chance to practice her Japanese and
also enjoyed being with Kurimi.
Kurimi told the Tide that she enjoyed the scenery on
Guemes and liked that the people here were so friendly. Her
biggest surprise was when a doe and buck jumped out into
the road in front of the car. Her favorite activity was the Ride
the Ducks tour in Seattle, along with a trip to Boeing.
Next August, Anna and Danni will travel to Nikaho; one
of them will live with Kurimi and her family. In the meantime, they continue to practice their Japanese. See page 17
for photos of the salmon barbecue that helped raise funds for
their trip.

Crew Preps for the Ferry Trail

edith walden

By Edith Walden
Guemes Islanders hosted three exchange students this
summer.
For a second year in a row, Jacquie and Bob Prescott hosted two Chinese exchange students for 12 days while they participated in Cultural Homestay International’s short-term enrichment program in Anacortes. High-school sophomores Fu
Xing Kai (“Ken”) and Wang Ze Kai (“Kane”) live in Chongqing, a city of more than 28 million people on the Yangtze River. The boys were in the enrichment program all day,
practicing their English and exploring the area. On Guemes,
they attended a memorial service, hiked to the top of Guemes
Mountain, attended a family picnic, rode electric bicycles,
played basketball, cooked a full-course Chinese dinner for
the Prescott family, and entertained them by playing Chinese
flute and guitar.
The Prescotts were astonished to learn that the boys attended a high school with 10,000 students and that they are
in school 12 hours a day. Kane was impressed that the “few
neighbors” on the island seemed to know each other and
he enjoyed the scenery and the wonderful views of sunsets,
Mount Baker, and deer in yards. Ken was impressed with the
clean air and environment—“the green trees, blue sky, beautiful houses” and so many hours of light. (And he was surprised
that people here eat so much food with their fingers.)
Islander Qi Lou volunteered every day in the Homestay
program, helping with language and cultural translations,
which the Prescotts especially appreciated.
For six days in August, Kurimi Sasaki, 12, shared time
with Anna Prewitt and her family and Danni Snell and her
family as an exchange student with the Anacortes Sister Cities Association. Kurimi lives in Nikaho, the sister city of Anacortes. The girls spent all the days together, many of them
packed with arranged activities, from the time the Japanese
students were picked up at Sea-Tac until they returned to
the airport for the flight home.
On the two free days in the schedule, the three girls
climbed Guemes Mountain, visited the Guemes Island Fire
Station, sold flowers at the landing to earn money for a shop-

Skagit County employees spent several days in July surveying Guemes Island Road from the Community Center
to Schoolhouse Park to determine where the county’s
right-of-way exists. The results will determine the design
possibilities for the proposed multi-use pedestrian/bicycle
Ferry Trail. Skagit County Traffic Programs Specialist Forrest
Jones told the Tide that the preliminary results look promising for there to be enough space for the trail on the east
side of the road.

The Guemes Tide September 2015

• in memoriam •

Steven Latimer

Steven Starhawk Latimer died at home on August
17. Born April 8, 1982, he was 33 years old.
“Stevie” was employed by Gateway Interiors in
Anacortes for the past nine years, formerly worked
at Anderson’s General Store, and was well-known to
many islanders who valued his ability to take on nearly any job with enthusiasm and good humor.
He was predeceased by his mother, Linda Louise
Latimer, in December of 2003; and his father, Steven
Kenneth Latimer, in November, 2006.
Survivors include brothers Mark John Latimer and
Cody Cosmos Latimer.
He was the descendant of great-great grandparents,
John and Catherine Alma O’Byrne Wade and Harry
Chauncy and Lydia Latimer, who were among the earliest settlers of Guemes Island. Harry Latimer operated an early store near Mangan’s Landing during the World War I era until 1918.
A memorial gathering will be held at the Church at 2 p.m. on September 5.

Jacob Rothschild
Jacob “Jake” Joseph Rothschild, a frequent visitor and worker on Guemes
Island, died August 15 in Anacortes. A memorial service was held at the Summit
Park Grange. He was 33.
Besides his mother, Sherrie Vetch, a notable survivor is Isaac Zumwalt, Jake’s
longtime “brother.”
Arrangements were under the care of Evans Funeral Chapel.

Land Trust Campaigns to Purchase More Mountain
Land—by September 30
By Edith Walden
The Skagit Land Trust has an opportunity to purchase 9.5 acres of land
that adjoin the 70 acres the trust already
owns on the top of Guemes Mountain.
Islanders helped raise $2.2 million
to purchase and preserve those 70 acres
in their natural state in perpetuity. The
trail to the top is a beloved destination
for islanders and visitors alike. Molly Doran, executive director of Skagit
Land Trust, explains in a letter to islanders that expanding the Guemes
Mountain Conservation Area with the
purchase of the adjoining acres will preserve the view from the summit north
towards Lummi Island and Canada and
keep the Mountain undeveloped forever.
In order to complete the purchase,
funds need to be raised by September
30. The land acquisition and closing

expenses will be $120,000. Challenge
funds of $50,000 have been raised to
match all donations received by September 30. Skagit Land Trust, in its
“Guemes Forever” campaign, wants to
raise an additional $25,000 for stewardship and maintenance of all conserved
land and easements on Guemes (including maintenance of the Mountain trail)
and $5,000 for conservation outreach to
island landowners.
The Skagit Land Trust will have an
information table at the Fall Festival on
September 5 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and at DIGS Kitchen on September 17
from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Further information is available at skagitlandtrust.org
or by calling the trust at 428-7878.
Donations can be sent to Skagit
Land Trust, P.O. Box 1017, Mount Vernon, WA 98273.
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DSL Internet Service
Arrives at Last
By Edith Walden
Effective August 25, after a twomonth delay, high-speed DSL (digital
subscriber line) Internet service became
available on Guemes Island. Frontier
Communications General Manager Denise Sperle told the Tide that they had
experienced some unexpected technical
difficulties that prevented the previously
scheduled startup.
Anyone whose residence is wired for
phone service may receive the DSL Internet service. You do not have to have
an activated landline telephone—just
the wiring for one. Prices start at $19.99
per month with an existing landline service, and there are packages that do not
require a contract and have a three-year
guarantee that your monthly fee will not
be raised. There is currently no limit on
bandwidth usage.
The new DSL service is not to be
confused with dial-up service. Frontier
is providing very high-bit DSL, with
download speeds ranging from 6 to 24
megabits per second (Mbps). Not all
addresses will be able to receive the top
speeds; speeds are determined by how
far your residence is from one of the two
transfer stations (known as central offices) on the island. Bundles with Dish
TV and Amazon Prime are also available. Business packages are available for
speeds of up to 40 Mbps. The current
prices are valid until further notice.
Sperle said that customers who have
already signed up for service will be
called to make appointments to install
the new service. You may also call for
customer service at (888) 481-0526.
For more information and descriptions
of available packages, visit frontier.com;
also see page 1 of the June Tide.
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Looking Back

Edited by Win Anderson
Five Years Ago
Captain Rachel Beck [now Rowe]
reviews her first four months as interim ferry manager, having taken charge
during the busiest season of the year
amidst the most ambitious set of system
upgrades in 30 years—the most visible
being construction of the new terminal
building.
Conservation groups partner with
the Washington Trails Association to
build a new hiking trail to the summit
of Guemes Mountain from South Shore
Road.
The lowest section of Edens Road
is raised by a foot to minimize seasonal
flooding.
—Guemes Tide, September 2010
Ten Years Ago
“A bellow of protest” is raised as the
Board of County Commissioners adopts
ferry rate increases ranging from 60 to
120 percent. A 20-trip frequent user
pass will go from $57.50 to $126.
Some 70 volunteer islanders turn out
to help make the Flotsam Faire a community success at the store.
The incredible, whimsical garden
created by Dave and Linda Davelaar
is featured in a piece written by Betty
Crookes.
—Evening Star, September 2005

win anderson

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society

A 2005 article on the Davelaar garden
featured this bird “high rise.”

Twenty Years Ago
One volunteer firefighter suffers a
head injury and another is treated for
smoke inhalation as the Guemes Is-

land Fire Department fights a stubborn three-day fire in rough terrain on
Little Mountain. Chief Carl Meinzinger
singles out incident commander Larry
Pyke for special recognition. Pyke recently completed a course in wildfire
suppression.
“When I was young, Saturday night
was bargain night at the grocery store.
Prices were reduced once, twice, maybe three times until sold. Now the
grocer lets (the food) rot rather than
let some poor person have it at half
price.” —Murray Read, “An Old Man’s
Thoughts.”
Headline: Deputies Nab Marijuana
West of Guemes Island Road. No arrests
are made.
—Evening Star, September 1995
One Hundred Years Ago
Mrs. Towers, of Oak Harbor, was on
the island Tuesday looking for a location
for a store.
The Strawberry Social given by the
[Guemes] Telephone Company netted a
sum of $10.75 above expenses.
—Anacortes American, summer 1915
One Hundred Thirty-three Years Ago
Capt. Kelly of Guemes [Lawrence
“Smuggler” Kelly] has slashed about 20
acres on his place during the past week.
—Northwest Enterprise,
August 5, 1882

