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By Karen McEachran Everett
Food lovers, rejoice: Guemes Island’s 

first food truck opens its colorful, light-
ed awning at the Guemes Island Resort 
soon—hopefully in early July.

Called DIGS Kitchen (for Dog Is-
land Goods), the truck is the brainchild 
of islanders Mark Linnemann and Wil-
lie McWatters, and their wives Kelly and 
Jaime (Diamond). The operation will be 
located in the resort’s upper yurt area. 
(Mark and Kelly bought the resort in 
2005, shortly after their marriage there).

The truck’s motto is “from the sea 
and farm to you,” so the proprietors’ 
main goal is keeping the menu focused 
on fresh seafood and seasonal vegetables. 
Menu choices will start small, accord-
ing to the duo, with “locally sourced, 
globally inspired dishes.” Linnemann 

Food Truck Rolls Onto Guemes

The new food truck on Guemes is a family affair. Current, and perhaps future, proprietors 
and crew are (from left) Jaime Diamond holding Chavi, Willie McWatters with Juniper, 
Mark Linnemann with Teo and Rumi, and Kelly Linnemann.

By Edith Walden
In an unusually early move, Skagit 

County Fire Marshal Kelly Blaine issued 
a modified burn ban for all of Skagit 
County on June 23. 

After consulting with Blaine and the 
island’s fire commissioners, the Guemes 
Island Fire Department (GIFD) initially 
decided to establish a full burn ban on 
Guemes. That decision was reversed to a 
modified ban on June 23, following dis-
cussions with island residents, the sher-
iff’s office, and the fire marshal. GIFD 
will review fire conditions and their de-
cision following the July 4th weekend, 
and may reissue a full ban.

Citing the extreme dry conditions, 
GIFD fire commissioners had request-
ed at their regular meeting on June 11 
that a full burn ban be implemented on 
June 15. Other factors that influenced 
the initial decision for the full ban were 
Guemes Island’s remote location and 
the lack of immediate access by other 
fire departments that might be required 
to help in the event of a large structure 
fire or wildfire. Limited water resources 
are also a concern.

Recreational burning only
A modified burn ban means that 

outdoor burning is restricted to recre-
ational fires—those used for cooking 
and pleasure. These fires must be made 
only from firewood or charcoal and 
meet the following requirements:

• Your fire must be contained in 
a 3-foot cement-block, stone, or 
10-gauge-steel enclosure that is at least 

In a Dry Year, Burn  
Ban Comes Early

says early choices will include “in-season 
pizza, grilled hoagie sandwiches such as 
teriyaki salmon fusion or sautéed vegeta-
bles with cheese, and panko/lemon-zest-
crusted fish and chips.”

There’ll also be soups, salads, and 
specials, says Linnemann, with plans 
to “star” island-based guest chefs. “Not 
everything will be available every day 
at first, but on a rotating basis,” says 
Linnemann.

An idea whose time has come
The idea for a food truck at the re-

sort has been years in the making, says 
Linnemann, but it was fully hatched last 
winter and became a full-blown reality 
this spring. McWatters was the driving 
force behind finding “the truck” out of 

(continued on page 4) (continued on page 5)
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Letters
A plea about herbicides

Dear editor,
Several times this spring when driv-

ing home from the ferry along North 
Shore, I noticed residents spraying 
driveways; I presumed they were spray-
ing for weeds. Since then I have seen 
yellow, killed grass along fence lines and 
adjacent to driveways in several loca-
tions—apparently the result of herbi-
cide use.

If I lived on North Beach, I would 
think twice before applying herbicides 
adjacent to some of the best clamming 
beaches on the island. Even if I didn’t 
like clams, my neighbor might.

Where I live, I enjoy the singing 
frogs, a koi pond, an uncontaminated 
garden and orchard, and great well wa-
ter, which could all be jeopardized by 
herbicides. Needless to say, I don’t put 
anything on my yard that I wouldn’t be 
willing to pass through my kidneys first. 
I hope my neighbors feel the same.

In the early ’90s, a substantial ma-
jority of folks on the island were able 
to convince the county to refrain from 
the use of herbicides on Guemes for 
road-right-of-way weed abatement for 
a five-year trial. This has been extended 
indefinitely. Some may have forgotten, 
or newer residents may be unaware of 
those who made this effort. I had mis-
takenly thought that this was common 
knowledge on the island but it appar-
ently is time to revisit this issue.

—Gary Curtis

A gala in black and white
Dear islanders,
Well, can you believe that half of 

2015 is gone? Fall is just around the 
corner. Thanks to all the people who 
helped make last year’s Black and White 
Dinner such a success. This year’s Black 
and White Dinner will be on Saturday, 
October 17. We will need volunteer 
help again. Don’t be shy; please call me 
at 588-1639 if you can help.

This year we want to make it even 
better—let’s add some sparkle. Remem-
ber, you don’t have to wear black or 
white—just something dressy.

As we did last year, we will have only 
50 places (a quarter of them are already 
sold). The proceeds will benefit the Hall 
and the Guemes Island Community 
Center Association. The suggested ticket 
price is $25 per dinner, with a choice 
of chicken, pork, or vegetarian entrée. 
Tickets will be sold at the Park on the 
4th of July and at the Dog Island Dog 
Show, if are are any left. So don’t delay.

The ferry will probably be out dur-
ing this time, so we can make it a special 
evening. For more information or for 
tickets, please call 588-1639.

—Emma Schroder

Our shared resource of water
To the editor:
Today when I was delivering my 

packages on Guemes Island, I drove past 
three different homes where water was 
being used outside. One had a garden 
sprinkler on in the garden, the second 
had a sprinkler on for the lawn, and the 
third one had a hose leading to a “horse 
trough” with water running over into 
the field (I turned the hose off).

I have been thinking so much about 
water here on Guemes, as most of us 
probably have. It has been so warm and 
dry this spring. The grasses near the 
beach are almost red with color because 
they are so dry.

What if we have a fire? A wildfire? 
What would we do?

The state of Washington reports 
that we are having drought condi-
tions throughout the state, including 

On page 8 of our June issue, we 
failed to include Susan Rombeek in the 
list of members of the Betty Crookes 
Guemes Gold Scholarship Committee. 
Susan has been on the committee for 
17 years.

 In our profile of Win Anderson in 
the same issue (page 14), we may have 
inadvertently created the impression 
that Win was the first president of the 
Guemes Island Historical Society. Bob 
Anderson, another of the society’s 
founders, was its first president, from 
mid-2002 until mid-2006.

We regret both oversights.

Corrections

(continued on page 3)



The Guemes Tide     July-August 2015     3      

Guemes. I want to remind everyone 
that we all share one aquifer underneath 
our island. We do not have a lot of wa-
ter to spare this year (or ever, really).

Please remember to set a timer while 
watering with sprinklers, to flush only 
“when necessary,” and to collect and 
use water after rinsing dishes to water 
plants. All of these little things really do 
add up in conserving our water. 

We all need to be personally respon-
sible for the water we use. It is critical to 
the health of our beautiful island. And 
also to one another.

—Jenny Swift 
Editors’ note: Jenny is an islander and 

delivers FedEx packages on Guemes. For 
more water-saving tips, see page 21; also 
see on page 1 the notice of the burn ban 
now in effect on Guemes.

Oops, wrong beach
To the editor,
We bought our second home on 

Guemes Island [6316 West Shore Road] 
in 1989 and knew Mr. James Kager ca-
sually. So it was with sadness when we 
learned of his passing in the April Tide 
and with interest when we read “Histor-
ical Society Focuses on Kager Family” in 
the May Tide [page 11].

The house we bought was a no-bank 
white rambler. Some neighbors told us 
this was known as the little red house, 
even though it had been white for many 
years. The house was orientated in an 
“unusual” manner, with its front facing 

south. Thus, when we looked out the 
picture window in our living room, we 
saw our neighbor’s house just south of 
us, not the water. We subsequently 
learned, again from some neighbors, 
that our house was the very first one 
built on the lower West Shore, oriented 
to get the southern exposure. We would 
love to have verification by the Histori-
cal Society that our property was indeed 
where the first house was built [in that 
area]. 

In the spring of 1991, we started  
building a new house on our proper-
ty. The contractor sawed off the half 
of the house near the water, because it 
was where the garage of the new house 
would be, and we stayed in the remain-
ing half of the old house when the new 
one was being built.

It was then Jim Kager came to see 
us, bringing us a basket of apples from 
his trees, telling us he was born in our 
house when it was painted red.

The May article stated that Jim 
“was born in a big red house on North 
Beach,” which is different from what 
Jim told us. Arguably this is a very small 
point, but we still thought you and the 
Historical Society would like to know.

Finally, we want to tell you that 
we love reading the Guemes Tide every 
month. Thank you!  

—Hwa-Tsun (Watson) and  
Frances Feng

Editors’ note: We thank the writers  
for calling attention to our error. Jim  
Kager was indeed born in a big red house 
on West Beach.

LETTERS
(continued from page 2)

By Tom Murphy
The next quarterly meeting of the 

Guemes Island Ferry Committee will be 
held on Sunday, July 26, at 2 p.m. at the 
Community Center. 

Committee chair Steve Orsini an-
nounced that the agenda for this meet-
ing will include discussions regarding 
the time of year the ferry haulouts are 
being scheduled, as well as updates 
on the haulout that is expected in late 
September and October this year.

This year’s haulout is expected to 
last from 21 to 28 days sometime be-
tween September 28 and November 9, 
according to Ferry Operations Division 
Manager Rachel Rowe. The bid opening 
for the contract is scheduled for July 13.

Orsini also told the Tide that the 
Ferry Committee is investigating an 
all-electric ferry that was designed in 
Norway and is now in operation there. 
The Ferry Committee would like to 
explore this concept as one option for 
the county to consider as plans develop 
for a new ferry.

Ferry Committee  
To Hold Quarterly 

Meeting
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hundreds of food truck choices nation-
wide. The search eventually took the 
partners 3,800 miles across the country 
to Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

There, in late May, they took posses-
sion of a totally redone Aramark Linen 
Truck with a brand-spankin’-new  
galley-style kitchen, with all the bells 
and whistles. The cooking gear includes 
a four-stone pizza oven with tempera-
tures up to 650°F, a flattop grill, a char-
broiler, a two-basket deep fryer, stovetop 
burners, and a regular oven, plus a sala-
mander broiler for those cheesy hoagies. 

DIGS Kitchen’s colorful artwork—
of islands and Mount Baker—was origi-
nally drawn by McWatters and then 
stylized by Liz Meitus, a high-school 
friend of Kelly Linnemann’s who’s now 
a graphic artist, then appliqued by Con-
cession Nation, the company that con-
verted the vehicle into a food truck.

Eight days after flying to Fort Lau-
derdale, Linnemann and McWatters—
along with native islander Toby Capu-
to—arrived back in Anacortes. “It was 
amazing how many people stopped us 
and asked for food along the way, all 
over the country,” says McWatters.

Reaching out
While neither partner has much res-

taurant experience, they’ve both dipped 
into it enough to know something. 
Linnemann worked in a pizzeria in high 
school in Cincinnati, and was also a 
short-order cook in New Mexico, and 

McWatters was 
a dishwasher  
back in his 
home state  
of Michigan. 

But don’t 
let their slim 
résumés fool 
you. Both are 
accomplished 
home chefs 
(Linnemann 
has spent years 
perfecting piz-
za crust in his 
home pizza 
oven). Plus, 
they’ve picked 
the brains of 
many local chefs, including islanders 
Fletcher McLean of Dad’s Diner, the 
first food truck in Anacortes; Yossarian 
“Yo” Day, formerly of Anderson’s Gen-
eral Store and Chuckanut Manor; and 
Dave Rockwood, who owned several 
restaurants in the Boston area with his 
partner Wendy Saver. 

And of course, this being Guemes, 
they’re getting both asked-for and un-
asked-for advice in spades. (This author 
falls in both of the above categories). 

Ramping up
The first test of the truck’s food- 

producing capabilities came on June  
11, when hot salmon hoagies and fish 
and chips were taste-tested in a “soft 
opening” and judged delicious. The 
pizza oven and its stones were fired up 
in the third week of June and pizza also 
was taste-tested.

What chefs will be working there 
and when are the main unanswered 
questions. Yo Day is slated to be a part-
time worker to help launch the truck 
over the summer before he completes 
his last two quarters of nursing school, 
and they’re talking to several other chefs 
who are interested in working there.

The truck will open at 11 a.m. a few 
days a week for starters, and will “be 
working on supplying lunch or early  
dinners,” according to Linnemann. 
How much and how quickly the hours 
expand depends on demand (and sup-
ply, of course). The goal is to operate the 

food truck year-round, and its mobility 
allows for many future options.

DIGS Kitchen perches high above 
the resort, with birds chirping in a 
peaceful, sun-dappled picnic area fea-
turing picnic tables (built by “chef en-
gineer” McWatters), with a fire pit to 
come in the near future. Linnemann did 
some selective tree-limbing to enhance 
the view of Mount Baker and the wa-
ter, all right outside the truck’s awning. 
(That same “pad” will hopefully house  
a brick-and-mortar kitchen by next 
summer to supplement the truck’s  
food-producing capabilities.)

Though starting small, the part-
ners have already created quite a buzz 
around here, since it’s the island’s first 
food truck and first new food venture 
since Anderson’s opened in 1998. (My 
Guemes Island Facebook page had al-
most 2,000 views of the posting of the 
truck’s arrival in early June, 20 times its 
normal volume.)

Stay tuned for the actual opening  
date and possible new specials and 
menu items. You can follow them on 
Twitter at @DIGSFOODS or on the 
web at dogislandgoods.com, or call 
them at 826-2233. 

And at some future date, say the 
proprietors, you’ll be able to have your 
wedding or event catered by the truck, 
or perhaps have food delivered to your 
boat—or even to your campsite on  
Cypress Island or beyond.

Let’s dig in! 

FOOD TRUCK
(continued from page 1)

Mark Linnemann (left) and Willie McWatters practice making pizza in 
their new food truck.
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16 inches tall.
• Materials burning in your fire must 

be kept lower than the sidewalls of your 
enclosure.

• You must have a charged garden 
hose, or two five-gallon buckets of wa-
ter, or a five-gallon Class A fire extin-
guisher, and a shovel present at all times 
during burning.

• Your fire must be 10 feet from any 
standing timber, and no branches lower 
than 10 feet can overhang your enclo-
sure.

• Your fire must be attended at all 
times by at least one person 16 years old 
or older who is capable of putting out 
the fire.

Use common sense when using legal 
fireworks, smoking cigarettes, or burn-
ing torches, candles, and liquid-fueled 
lanterns outdoors.

All outdoor burning permits are sus-
pended until further notice. (Burning 
trash and garbage outdoors is always il-
legal.)

Red flag warnings
When atmospheric conditions cause 

erratic and extreme fire conditions, the 
National Weather Service issues a “red 

flag warning” to fire departments for a 
defined period of time. Extreme heat, 
humidity at less than 25 percent, sus-
tained winds of 15 mph or more, and 
predicted lightning may bring about a 
warning, especially if all conditions are 
combined.

A red flag warning sets emergency 
operation policies into place in local fire 
departments. Chief officers are expected  
to consider staffing levels, operation-
al readiness, mutual aid arrangements, 
the status of personal protective equip-
ment, and the possible need for emer-
gency rules. 

The warnings are a first alert that  
extreme fire behavior may be a threat  
to human life, and are intended to give 
departments time to prepare for the 
possible emergency.

Our dedicated island volunteer fire-
fighters are well trained for such emer-
gencies. Let’s hope that weather con-
ditions and human misbehavior don’t 
require them to risk their lives to save 
the lives of others. Please protect your 
safety and that of others on the island 
this summer.

For more information, contact 
GIFD at 293-8681or the fire marshal 
at 416-1841. To report violations, call 
911. 

BURN BAN
(continued from page 1)

By Edith Walden
Shortly after midnight on May 30, 

sheriff deputies responded to a roll-
over car accident in the 4600 block of 
Guemes Island Road. When the depu-
ties arrived, they found the Guemes Is-
land Fire Department treating the inju-
ries of a 29-year-old female. According 
to sheriff’s documents, the young wom-
an had been driving home, “going way 
too fast,” and didn’t make the corner. 

Deputies determined that the black 
Chevy Tahoe appeared to have left the 
road, hit a tree, driven through woods, 
smashed through a fence, and rolled 
over at least once down a 3-foot em-
bankment, leaving a large debris field of 
glass and a huge portion of the fence on 
the ground, before landing upright on 
its tires. The deputies note that if the car 
had continued another 10 to 15 feet, it 
would have left a 200-foot cliff to the 
water. It did not appear that the driver 
had attempted to hit the brakes prior to 
leaving the road at high speed.

The officers noted an odor of intox-
icants on the woman and performed 
standard field sobriety tests. She was  
arrested for driving under the influence. 
Because she had a prior DUI in the past 
10 years in California, deputies were 
required to book her into jail. Prior to 
booking, she was taken to the Anacortes 
Police Department for a breath analysis. 
The breath samples resulted in measure-
ments that were twice the Washington 
legal limit of .08. 

After being taken to Island Hospital, 
where a left-arm injury was stitched and 
she was pronounced “fit for jail,” she 
was remanded to the Skagit County Jail. 
The totaled Chevy Tahoe was impound-
ed and towed off the island. 

Rollover Accident 
Results in DUI 

Charge

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meetings, 

Monday, July 13, and Monday, August 10, 
2015, at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  

Public welcome.

Haying began on Guemes earlier than anyone can remember—almost a month 
early. According to old-timers, the rule has always been “Never hay before the 4th 
of July.” This year, haying began the first week in June. Pictured here are (from left) 
Arn and Glen Veal, haying on June 16.

Hay, Isn’t It Kind of Early?
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Above: From left, Edie Clark, David Rockwood, and Holly Green 
take a quick break from serving Skagit Valley organic strawber-
ries and ice cream to 99 islanders on June 21 at the Summer 
Solstice Strawberry Ice Cream Social. The event raised $394 to 
benefit the Guemes Island Historical Society. Below: On display 

was a rep-
lica of a of a 
strawberry 
box on a 
genuine 
strawberry 
cart that 
was used 
on an island 
strawberry 
farm in the 
1960s.

Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think 
readers might want to know about more than a month in 
advance.

•• On August 1, the families of Anna Prewitt and Danni 
Snell will be holding a salmon barbeque to help raise 
funds for Anna and Danni to go to Japan on an exchange 
program (see article on page 12).

•• The 2nd annual Dog Island Dog-Days-of-Summer 
Dog Show will be held August 15 (see article on page 7).

•• On August 22, Bingo Therapy, a hot band from Port-
land, will play a benefit concert for the Schoolhouse Park 
Stage (see article on page 19).

•• On October 17, the Black and White Dinner will be 
held. Tickets must be purchased by September 30. (See let-
ter on page 2; contact Emma Schroder at 588-1639).

•Save the Date•

Several longtime islanders have reached, or are about  
to reach, notable life mileposts.

Bill Westenhaver turned 90 on June 6. Hubert Adams 
will soon join the nonagenarian set when he turns 90 on 
July 3. Boots and Bob Anderson will celebrate their 30th 
wedding anniversary on July 28, and Bob turns 80 the  
following day.

We hope that Marvin Shoultz will be well on the mend 
on his 89th birthday on August 25. Marv recently fell off 
a 12-foot ladder while adjusting hay bales in his hay barn 
and is suffering broken ribs and a broken shoulder. 

On Sunday, July 19, at 9:30 a.m., island-
ers are invited to sing old hymns for the en-
tire service at the Guemes Island Commu-
nity Church. In 1995, the United Church 
of Christ updated its songbook to make the 
hymns more contemporary. Many of the 
words to the old hymns changed dramati-
cally.

Island matriarch Jane Read, 96, can no 
longer read and has trouble hearing. She has 

stopped coming to church because the words she remem-
bers for hymns aren’t used anymore, and she can’t read the 
new ones. Worship Chair Julie Pingree has planned this 
special service to sing old hymns, many of which will be 
Jane’s favorites. Angie and Adam Veal will join Dan Bur-
nett in providing musical accompaniment. It is hoped 
that Jane will be able to attend. Come and sing along. 

The Community Soup Supper programs will break for the 
summer at the end of June. To keep the spirit of the programs 
alive, Carol Harma is organizing monthly Summer Salad pot-
lucks on July 21, August 11, and September 15.

Carol says the intent of the gatherings is mostly social; there 
may or may not be programs. For more information, contact 
Carol at 293-5784. 

Milestones for Islanders

Come Sing Old Hymns

Summer Salads Replace Soup Suppers

Serving Up Strawberries, With a 
Side of History
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By Edith Walden
Those who attended the first annual 

Dog Island Dog Show last August will 
be happy to know that the event will re-
turn this year, with plans to make it an 
annual summer gathering.

Last year, 36 dogs and at least 120 
dog enthusiasts watched dogs and their 
owners compete in various contests at 
Schoolhouse Park.

The event is a fundraiser for the 
Guemes Island Historical Society 
(GIHS). All socially adjusted dogs and 
their owners are invited to participate. 
Dogs must be on short leashes at all 
times, and under control. No females in 
season, please. Spectators and the dog-
less are encouraged to attend.

The event this year will be held on 
Saturday, August 15, from 11 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. (registration starts at 10) at 
Schoolhouse Park.

Registration forms will be available 
online at dogislanddogshow.com; you 
can register online or download a mail-
in form. Advance registration is $10 for 
a single dog and handler, or $12 for all 
the dogs in your household. Mailed reg-
istrations must be postmarked by Au-
gust 11. 

Calling All Canines
The Dog Island Dog Show Returns on August 15

Registration on the day of the show 
will be available from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
and will cost $15 and $17, respectively.

Contest schedule and  
categories 

The show begins at 11 a.m. with 
welcoming remarks and final instruc-
tions. The parade of all contestants fol-
lows at 11:10. There will be a dog dem-
onstration at 11:15. The Best Costume 
contest will start at 11:30, followed by 
the Best Bark or Howl contest at 11: 45. 
At noon, the Waggiest, Wiggliest dog 
will be chosen. At 12:15 p.m., the Dog 
and Handler Look-Alike contest will 
commence.

The Skagit Humane Society will 
make a presentation at 12:30, followed 

by a brief intermission.  
The Best Groomed 
dog will be selected at 
1 o’clock, and the dog 
that performs the Best 
or Wackiest Trick will be 
chosen at 1:15. The Best 
Pair will present them-
selves at 1:30. An on-
leash obstacle course will 
be conducted at 1:45. 

Closing ceremonies 
and the presentation of 
the Best of Show and 
People’s Choice award 
will be made at 2:15

Judges this year will 
be Allen Bush Jr., Ma-
rie Padovan, and Bill 
Testerman—all veterans 
from last year’s show and 
joined by international 

dog-show judge Lynne Myall. Winners 
will receive ribbons. Registered partici-
pants will be included in a drawing for 
doggie prizes.

Further entertainment and  
sustenance

During the dog show, GIHS will 
display artifacts that document Guemes 
Island history and will offer informa-
tion about the society. Local artists and 
businesses will donate items for a silent 
auction. Other island organizations will 
have informational displays. 

The hungry can find nourishment 
through a variety of concessions.

For more information, contact Tom 
Deach at info@dogislanddogshow.com 
or 708-2582. 

Sue Roberts has added an additional five-day session of Art Camp Adventures 
for Kids from August 17 through 21. From 9:15 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. campers will explore 
a variety of mediums in an inspiring, creative atmosphere.

Class time is spent not only in the studio, but outdoors on the nearby beach. A 
variety of art classes will be taught by professional artists. Class sizes are small and 
geared towards each individual’s skill level.

The cost for islanders is $285 and includes all art materials. For more information 
or to register, visit towerartsstudio.com or call Sue at 610-7170.

Art Camp for Kids Adds New Session

Left: Dogs line up to be judged at last year’s inaugural Dog Island Dog Show. Right: Competitors Sue Rob-
erts and Uni enjoy the festivities.
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Julie Pingree 
was elected Citi-
zen of the Year for 
2015 at the June 
13 meeting of the 
Guemes Island 
Property Owners 
Association, by a 
vote of the gen-
eral membership. 
The award is pre-
sented annually to 
a Guemes Island 
resident who has 
given outstanding 
service to the com-
munity. 

Pingree has 
served for more 
than four years 
as moderator of 
the Guemes Is-
land Community 
Church and is currently serving as wor-
ship chair, as she has for three years.

She has been elected three times to 
serve on the Guemes Island Community 

By Edith Walden
On June 16, the Anacortes Parks 

Foundation awarded the Guemes Ferry 
Trail Committee $2,000 for support 
and education in promoting the de-
velopment of a trail from Schoolhouse 
Park to the ferry landing for pedestrians 
and nonmotorized transportation.

The concept of the trail has been 
supported by numerous island orga-
nizations, including the Guemes Is-
land Property Owners Association, the 
Guemes Island Community Center As-
sociation, and the Guemes Island Plan-
ning and Advisory Committee.

The primary purpose of the trail will 
be to provide a means of safe travel for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and horses along 
heavily traveled Guemes Island Road, 
which currently has deep ditches and 
very narrow shoulders. A secondary goal 
is to promote a healthy, nonpolluting al-
ternative to the use of single-occupancy 
vehicles.

Committee member Lorrie Steele 
told the Tide that the money might be 
used to hire a consultant or a grant writ-
er. The committee, consisting of Steele, 
Mary Jo Andrak, Maryam Schutz , and 
Becky Stinson, has been working for 
more than a year to gather community 
support and work with Skagit County  
to explore design and funding issues.  
An initial estimate prices the project  
at $234,000.

Steele credits Skagit County Parks 
and Recreation Director Brian Adams 
with especially useful assistance and sup-
port, along with Skagit County Public 
Works employees Forrest Jones, Given 
Kutz, and Torey Nelson. Jim LeMieux, 
an experienced trail builder, helped the 
committee perform an informal survey 
of the road markers that are installed 
along the proposed trail—information 
that will be needed in the design and 
budget process.

Donations for the project may be 
sent to the Guemes Ferry Trail in care  
of the Guemes Island Library. For more 
information, contact any of the com-
mittee members. 

Julie Pingree Is Citizen of the Year

Howard Pellett congratulates this year’s 
Citizen of the Year, Julie Pingree.

Center Association 
council, serving 
four years as presi-
dent. She is cur-
rently the secretary 
of the council.

The GIPOA let-
ter of award rec-
ognizes her as “the 
all-around go-to 
person for the is-
land,” noting her 
continued will-
ingness to take on 
other proposed 
projects for the 
community. 

In addition to 
a certificate, the 
Citizen of the Year 
award comes with 
a $50 prize that the 
winner may desig-

nate to a favorite charity. 
Pingree chose the Guemes Island 

Community Center Association to re-
ceive the gift. 
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Ferry Trail Project 
Awarded Grant

Island Marijuana  
Production Shuts Down

By Edith Walden
On June 4, Skagit County Code 

Compliance Officer Sandy Perkins ac-
companied Washington Liquor and 
Cannabis Board Officer Scott Wernecke 
to the marijuana production site on 
Homestead Lane that has been in opera-
tion by Miller Marijuana Farms without 
required county permits. 

Property owner Michael Shaw signed 
a Voluntary Compliance Agreement 
on April 9, agreeing to cease operation 
and to apply for the required permits by 
June 1.

The on-site inspection was con-
ducted in the presence of a Mr. Miller, 
a representative from Miller Marijuana 
Farms. Perkins reports that all marijuana 
plants had been removed from the site 
and that applications for the required 
permits for the eight-foot fence and the 
unpermitted structure have been filed. 

Wernecke confirms that Shaw has 
surrendered  his licenses for the produc-
tion and processing of marijuana at the 
Homestead Lane site that were issued 
to Miller Marijuana Farms last Novem-
ber by the Washington Liquor Control 
Board.

“Miller Marijuana Farms is in a dis-
continued business status,” Werneke 
told the Tide, adding that the business 
was eligible to be relicensed at a site 
elsewhere in the state. 

The interim ordinance for marijua-
na regulations in Skagit County pro-
hibits all production and processing on 
Guemes Island. A public hearing was 
held on June 16 before the county com-
missioners to discuss the draft for final 
recommendations. Commissioners will 
weigh comments and testimony and re-
ceive staff recommendations before vot-
ing on the permanent ordinance. 



 

Beautiful, quality, custom home and 818 SF guest house on a stunning, shy one acre, low 
bank waterfront lot. Great room with vaulted ceilings, fireplace, dining area with access to 
a patio. Kitchen with breakfast nook. Large master suite with master bath & sitting area. 
Great views. Walk for miles on the beach. 
 

&1,150,000  MLS# 784625 

5340 Beechnut Tree Lane 
$949,500    MLS# 752247 

What you get when you 
list your property with 
Margi: 
 

FULL-TIME PROFESSIONAL REAL 
ESTATE AGENT WITH OVER 16 
YEARS EXPERIENCE 

TOP PRODUCING AGENT  

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS OF 
YOUR PROPERTY 

HIGH QUALITY MARKETING 
MATERIALS 

TOP SEARCH ENGINE  
PLACEMENT 

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITES 

CONTINUOUS MARKET UPDATES 

AVAILABLE TO CLIENTS 24/7 

30 YEAR RESIDENT OF THE 
AREA 

Where would you like to live on Guemes? 

W 
Windermere Real Estate/Anacortes Properties 

Margi Houghton  

(360) 202-0041 
margi@windermere.com 

www.margihoughton.com 

To view more listings go to GuemesIsland.com 
Specializing in Guemes Island Real Estate 

6948 Channel View Drive 
$468,000    MLS# 756800 

7483 Holiday Blvd. 
$619,000    MLS# 785648 

7404 Guemes Place 
$248,000    MLS# 472919 

7845 Evergreen Lane 
$698,000    MLS# 604793 

Vacant Land 
Unfinished Waterfront Cabin $199,000 MLS# 745774 
5433 West Shore Road $164,900 MLS# 243077 
1 West Shore Drive $198,000 MLS# 620770 
Lot 80 Holiday Blvd $165,000 MLS# 621877 
Lot 63 Holiday Blvd $98,000 MLS# 666017 
Lot 3 Guemes Island Road $275,000 MLS# 692658 
7525Holiday Blvd $219,000 MLS# 738084 
5058 Totem Trail $218,000 MLS# 749868 
1A Island Crest Lane $110,000 MLS# 759935 

5655 Section Avenue 
$548,000    MLS# 781594 

5350 South Shore Drive 
$450,000    MLS# 723388 

5261 Guemes Island Road 
$548,000    MLS# 743026 

7127 Upland Drive 
$325,000    MLS# 690442 

If you need a CMA (Comparable Market Analysis) 
please call 360-202-0041. 



 

Top Broker - Market Share Report 

W 
Windermere Real Estate/Anacortes Properties 

Margi Houghton  

(360) 202-0041 
margi@windermere.com 

see the power of windermere 

Commitment To The Community 
The Windermere Foundation 

Established in 1989 and has raised more than 
$26 million 
A portion of every sales commission goes to 
the Foundation 
Provides assistance to non-profit agencies in 
areas we serve 

Windermere (371) 
 

John L Scott (206) 
 

Coldwell Banker(166) 
 

Remax (62) 
 

American Dream  (57) 

Published: June 2015 
Location: Anacortes & Guemes 
Property Types: All  
Date Range: Last 12 Months 
Price Range: $0-No Limit 
Broker: All Brokers 

Check Out My New Website! 
www.margihoughton.com 

The Premier program was created to meet 
the unique demands of marketing and selling 
luxury homes. 
Windermere has developed a reputation for 
our unparalleled expertise and are 
considered a pioneer in marketing strategies. 

 

Premier Properties™ Program 



The Guemes Tide     July-August 2015     11      

By Kit Harma
Hikers reaching the top of 

Guemes Mountain have the op-
portunity to enjoy a new view-
point and relax on rustic bench-
es added this last winter as part 
of improvements made by the 
Skagit Land Trust at the sug-
gestion of Guemes community 
members.

The mountaintop is the cen-
terpiece of the Guemes Moun-
tain Conservation Area, which is 
owned by the Skagit Land Trust 
and protected by a conservation 
easement held by the San Juan 
Preservation Trust.

Last summer, Skagit Land Trust staff 
members and volunteers met with is-
landers to mark the fifth anniversary of 
the fund drive to preserve the parcel, 
and to listen to ideas about the trust’s 
stewardship activities. The trust has 
worked in partnership with the Guemes 
community from the beginning of the 
acquisition effort, through trail con-
struction and now in the long-term 
stewardship of this special place.

The theme of that meeting was bal-

New Loop Trail on Guemes Mountain

ancing the desire to preserve the Moun-
tain’s natural features while giving island 
residents and visitors the opportunity to 
experience them. Consensus developed 
around the concern that the tendency  
for visitors to concentrate in a small 
area at the highest point on the Moun-
tain has the greatest potential to harm 
the rare and beautiful “mountain bald” 
habitat where camas and chocolate lilies 
abound in the spring.

A plan was formed to develop al-

A new loop trail on Guemes Mountain leads to a clearing with 
a bench and north views.

ternate locations for hikers to 
spend their time, and to de-
lineate the most fragile areas, 
in order to reduce impacts on 
the landscape and to provide a 
more private experience.

The Trust Stewardship 
Committee approved the con-
struction of a loop trail around 
the mountaintop, including a 
short link to a new bench at a 
clearing on the north side to 
give new views of the islands to 
the north. Also approved were 
the installation of special logs, 
marking an area to be avoided  
to protect vegetation, and a 

bench at the highest point.
Three Land Trust work parties in-

volving more than a dozen volunteers 
were held between February and May to 
complete the construction of the loop. 
All materials and tools used were hand-
carried to the site.

Word of mouth is bringing visitors 
from near and far to the Mountain for 
an invigorating climb with the reward 
of spectacular views and the satisfaction 
of “topping” a mountain. On one recent 
trip, this writer met several people from 
Boston carefully ascending the trail to 
avoid contact with leafy green things. 
They were much relieved to learn that 
there is no poison oak or ivy here, but 
were surprised to learn that—unlike 
their East Coast counterparts—our net-
tles sting.

(Editors’ note: The author is one of two 
island-based stewards who monitor the 
Mountain trail for the Skagit Land Trust. 
The other is Ian Woofenden.) 

US Representative Rick Larsen met with islanders on June 20 for a lively dis-
cussion of issues that included the proposed Trans-Pacific Partnership trade 
agreement, the Charleston massacre, gun control, war issues, veterans’ needs, 
immigration policies, border security, and transportation issues. Larsen is the 
ranking member of the House Aviation Subcommittee.

Representative Rick Larsen Visits Guemes

bikespot 
bicycle repair 
sales & service 
parts & accessories 
210 Commercial Ave. 
360-588-1676 
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By Holly Green
What happened to three pickup 

loads of Styrofoam packing material 
and several bundles of dead fluorescent 
bulbs, collected at Goundfloor Guemes’s 
Earth Day event? Given that nothing 
ever goes as expected, my husband Kev-
in and I discovered the Good, the Bad, 
and the Ugly. 

For years, Don and Anne Passarelli 
voluntarily took loads of Styrofoam to 
Styro Recycle in Renton, and were de-

An Epic Recycling Quest
lighted to learn that a new facility 
had opened in Arlington. When 
they decided they no longer were 
able to continue, Groundfloor 
Guemes was happy to take on the 
challenge.

The Good: At the Earth Day 
event, delicious hot dogs, beautiful 
weather, island-crafted goods, and 
a large, enthusiastic crowd meant 
that we were able to deliver a time-
ly cash donation to the Communi-
ty Center and have a good time do-
ing it. In the process we collected 
three truckloads of Styrofoam and 
a large number of used fluorescent 
bulbs. The Styrofoam was packed 
into bags and stashed in our barn 
in preparation for delivery to the 
Arlington Styrofoam recycling cen-

ter. All in all, a most successful event! 
The Bad: Our first glitch came when 

we tried to deliver the bulbs to our cho-
sen recycling site. There we learned that 
they no longer accepted bulbs; they 
directed us to the local Ace hardware 
store. The nice folks at Ace gladly ac-
cepted our bulbs, but were only able to 
accept two a day per household. By call-
ing around we learned that the toxic- 
waste center at the Skagit County Recy-
cling and Transfer Station accepts fluo-

Kevin and Holly Green collected two truckloads 
of  clean Styrofoam packaging that islanders 
brought to the recent swap meet to recycle. 

rescent tubes and bulbs, no limit, free of 
charge. Mission accomplished.

The Ugly: Our aging Dodge van was 
packed full of bags of Styrofoam as we 
headed off to Arlington on our second 
trip to the new recycling center. On the 
first visit, we had been enthusiastically  
greeted by a man who took our bags 
of foam and thanked us. This time we 
pulled into a strangely empty parking 
lot . . . and discovered the recycling  
center had closed! 

Back in Anacortes, with our bags 
stuffed into the garden shed, we hast-
ily consulted with members of Ground-
floor Guemes. Bill and Edie Clark were 
headed soon to Sea-Tac Airport and 
graciously offered to deliver the remain-
ing foam to Styro Recycle in Renton (at 
800 SW 43rd Street, just west of Ikea). 
We still have a van’s worth of bags in 
our garden shed, which we will take to 
Renton when we go south to “visit the 
kids.” 

Back to the Good: With a little plan-
ning, most recyclable waste can be eas-
ily handled in Skagit County. A visit to 
tinyurl.com/GIrecycle provides down-
loadable brochures detailing locations 
and types of waste for recycling. Cop-
ies of those brochures will be available at 
the Guemes Island Library. 

By Edith Walden
Anna Prewitt and Danni Snell 

are trying to raise money to go to 
Japan next year as exchange stu-
dents with the Anacortes Sister  
Cities Association (see article in the 
June Tide on page 9). Their families 
are hosting a fundraiser on Satur-
day, August 1, starting at 5 p.m. at 
the Community Center. 

The barbecue will feature Dan 
Snell’s West Coast trolled king 
salmon. Also served will be huli 
huli chicken, baked potatoes, cole-
slaw, cobbler and ice cream, and  
beverages. Live music will be performed by Lisa Grace and 
others.

One hundred tickets, which must be purchased in ad-
vance, will be available for a suggested donation of $15 per 

Salmon Barbecue on August 1 to Fund Japan Trip
person. The tickets will be sold at 
Schoolhouse Park on July 4, start-
ing at noon. Danni and Anna will 
also be selling homemade soap and 
pinwheels that day, and can tell you 
about the program. After that day, 
you can contact Leslie Tysseling at 
293-2616 or Olivia Snell at 708-
2432 for tickets or information.

The cost for each student to go 
to Japan for 10 days next summer is 
about $2,000. Participating families 
are asked to put on fundraisers to 

help with the costs. A small portion 
of each family fundraiser goes to help 

all the students in the program.
In addition to enjoying great food and music, you can lis-

ten to Danni and Anna speak Japanese and talk about their 
plans for their cultural adventure. 

Dan Snell’s king salmon will be served at the salmon 
barbecue.
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When What Time Where Contact

Mondays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221
Zumba* 9:00	  -‐	  10:00	  am Hall Elke	  Macartney	  770-‐7831
Yoga 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm Hall Sue	  Gwost	  293-‐5708

Wednesdays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221
Zumba* 9:00	  -‐	  10:00	  am Hall Elke	  Macartney	  770-‐7831
Kundalini	  Yoga 5:00	  -‐	  6:30	  pm Church Constance	  Mayer	  299-‐3358
Yoga 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm Hall Sue	  Gwost	  293-‐5708

Fridays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221

July	  1,	  Wed. Science	  Camp	  for	  Kids 9:30	  am	  -‐	  Noon Hall Kathy	  Finks	  588-‐9192
Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

July	  2,	  Thu. Science	  Camp	  for	  Kids 9:30	  am	  -‐	  Noon Hall Kathy	  Finks	  588-‐9192
July	  3,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Science	  Camp	  for	  Kids 9:30	  am	  -‐	  Noon Hall Kathy	  Finks	  588-‐9192
Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

July	  4,	  Sat. Parade 11:00	  am North	  Beach
Independence	   Community	  Center	  Open	  House	   11:30	  am	  -‐	  5:00	  pm Hall Kathleen	  Phillips	  299-‐0068
Day 	  	  and	  Car	  Show

Firefighters	  Association	  Garage	  Sale Noon Fire	  Hall Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364
Hot-‐dog	  Sale Noon Park Kathleen	  Phillips	  299-‐0068
Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

July	  5,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271
July	  6,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation 9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
A	  Course	  in	  Miracles 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm 4709	  S	  Shore	  Dr Cleo	  Bouffiou	  466-‐1382

July	  8,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549
Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

July	  9,	  Thu. Men's	  Book	  Club 7:00	  pm Church George	  Meekins	  840-‐9391
July	  10,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
July	  11,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
July	  12,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271

Kids	  Story	  Hour 2:00	  -‐	  3:00	  pm Library Sarah	  Sibley	  206-‐992-‐3434
July	  13,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
GIPAC 6:30	  pm Hall Patty	  Rose	  206-‐660-‐7697
Fire	  Commissioners 7:00	  pm Fire	  Hall Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364
Historical	  Society 7:00	  pm Church Carol	  Deach	  708-‐2726

All	  events	  listed	  are	  open	  to	  the	  public	  (some	  require	  preregistration).	  	  Asterisk	  (*)	  indicates	  fee	  for	  event.

Regularly	  Scheduled	  Exercise	  Classes

Island	  Events	  by	  the	  Day
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When What Time Where Contact

July	  14,	  Tues. Knitting	  Night 7:00	  pm Pellett's Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
July	  15,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
July	  17,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
July	  18,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
July	  19,	  Sun. Church	  Service:	  We	  will	  sing	  Jane	  Read's	   9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271

	  	  favorite	  hymns.	  
July	  20,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
A	  Course	  in	  Miracles 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm 4709	  S	  Shore	  Dr Cleo	  Bouffiou	  466-‐1382
Library	  Book	  Club 8:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

July	  21,	  Tues. Community	  Salad	  Potluck 6:00	  pm Church Carol	  Harma	  293-‐5784
July	  22,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
July	  24,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
July	  25,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
July	  26,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271

Ferry	  Committee	  Quarterly	  Meeting 2:00	  pm Hall Steve	  Orsini	  293-‐5689
July	  27,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Cemetery	  Commissioners	  Meeting 6:00	  pm Fire	  Hall Angie	  Veal	  941-‐1930

July	  28,	  Tues Knitting	  Night 7:00	  pm Pellett's Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
July	  29,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
July	  31,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

To	  add	  your	  event,	  email:	  calendar@guemestide.org	  (by	  the	  15th	  of	  the	  month).
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When What Time Where Contact

Mondays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221
Zumba* 9:00	  -‐	  10:00	  am Hall Elke	  Macartney	  770-‐7831
Yoga 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm Hall Sue	  Gwost	  293-‐5708

Wednesdays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221
Zumba* 9:00	  -‐	  10:00	  am Hall Elke	  Macartney	  770-‐7831
Kundalini	  Yoga	  (August	  19	  &	  26	  only)	   5:00	  -‐	  6:30	  pm Church Constance	  Mayer	  299-‐3358
Yoga 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm Hall Sue	  Gwost	  293-‐5708

Fridays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221

August	  1,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Salmon	  Barbeque 5:00	  pm Hall Leslie	  Tysseling	  293-‐2616

August	  2,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271
August	  3,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation 9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
GIPAC 6:30	  pm Hall Patty	  Rose	  206-‐660-‐7697
A	  Course	  in	  Miracles 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm 4709	  S	  Shore	  Dr Cleo	  Bouffiou	  466-‐1382

August	  5,	  Wed. Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  7,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  8,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  9,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271

Kids	  Story	  Hour 2:00	  -‐	  3:00	  pm Library Sarah	  Sibley	  206-‐992-‐3434
August	  10,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Fire	  Commissioners 7:00	  pm Fire	  Hall Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364
Historical	  Society 7:00	  pm Church Carol	  Deach	  708-‐2726

August	  11,	  Tues. Knitting	  Night 7:00	  pm Pellett's Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  12,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  13,	  Thu. Men's	  Book	  Club 7:00	  pm Church George	  Meekins	  840-‐9391
August	  14,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  15,	  Sat. Dog	  Island	  Dog	  Show 11:00	  am	  -‐	  3:00	  pm Park Tom	  Deach	  708-‐2582

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
All	  events	  listed	  are	  open	  to	  the	  public	  (some	  require	  preregistration).	  	  Asterisk	  (*)	  indicates	  fee	  for	  event.

Regularly	  Scheduled	  Exercise	  Classes

Island	  Events	  by	  the	  Day
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When What Time Where Contact

August	  16,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271
August	  17,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
A	  Course	  in	  Miracles 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm 4709	  S	  Shore	  Dr Cleo	  Bouffiou	  466-‐1382
Library	  Book	  Club 8:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

August	  18,	  Tues. Community	  Salad	  Potluck 6:00	  pm Church Carol	  Harma	  293-‐5784
August	  19,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  21,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  22,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Stage	  Benefit:	  Bingo	  Therapy	  plays 8:00	  -‐	  10:00	  pm Hall Michael	  Brown	  299-‐2199
August	  23,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271
August	  24,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  25,	  Tues Knitting	  Night 7:00	  pm Pellett's Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  26,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  28,	  Fri. Meditation 8:30	  -‐10:30	  am Church Jon	  Prescott	  360-‐929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  29,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
August	  30,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271
August	  31,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Cemetery	  Commissioners	  Meeting 6:00	  pm Fire	  Hall Angie	  Veal	  941-‐1930

UPCOMING Fall	  Festival,	  September	  5

To	  add	  your	  event,	  email:	  calendar@guemestide.org	  (by	  the	  15th	  of	  the	  month).
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Editors’ note: The following is excerpted 
from articles that first appeared in the 
July-August 2000 and April 2007 issues of 
the Evening Star.

By Marianne Kooiman
Every year Bill Rogers, the county’s 

noxious-weed inspector, receives calls 
from panicked Guemes Islanders say-
ing that the island 
has been overrun 
by giant hogweed. 
Not so! 

Giant hog-
weed has never 
been found on 
Guemes and has 
appeared in only 
two or three lo-
cations in Skagit 
County. Cow pars-
nip, a cousin of the 
giant hogweed, is 
very common on 
Guemes along the 
shady roads. It is 
a native plant of 
Washington.

The main dif-
ferences between 
the two species 
are the size of the 
plants and the shape of the leaves. Cow 
parsnip grows 3 to 8 feet tall, with leaves 
divided into three (rarely five) lobes. 
The giant hogweed reaches 10 to 15 feet 
with hairy, stout, reddish-purple stems 
and spotted leaf stalks. Cow parsnip 
leaves are more rounded than the huge, 
deeply incised leaves of giant hogweed. 

By Edith Walden
Islander Mark Antoncich recently re-

ported a discovery to the Tide about the 
rough-skinned newts (Taricha granulosa) 
that are common here on Guemes. 

Mark noticed one of his newly  
stocked bass lying on its side in his 
pond. Closer examination revealed that 
the fish had half swallowed a rough-
skinned newt. Mark removed the also- 
dead newt and took it to show his 
neighbor Mary Scott, who identified  
it and warned him about its extreme 
toxicity.

Many newts produce toxins from 
their skin glands to repel predators; the 
rough-skinned newt’s toxin is especially 
effective at inducing paralysis and death. 
The toxin isn’t absorbed through skin, 
so it’s generally safe to handle them 
with bare hands. But the neurotoxin 
(tetradotoxin—the same one found in 
pufferfish) is deadly if ingested. A man 
in Oregon died when he swallowed a 
rough-skinned newt on a dare.

Some people have reported skin sen-
sitivity after handling them, especially 
if they have touched any membranes in 
eyes, nose, or mouth. Always wash your 
hands thoroughly after handling newts. 
And it might be a good idea to throw 
out all those eye-of-newt recipes you’ve 
been meaning to try. 

Hogweed? Hogwash!
Both plant species are members of 

the Umbelliferae or parsley family. Cow 
parsnip is also called “Indian celery” be-
cause the peeled young stems and leaf 
stalks are sweet and mild, and were eat-
en raw or occasionally boiled by many 
Northwest natives. 

Giant hogweed poses a health hazard 
because the sap contains furanocouma-

rines, which can 
cause acute pho-
totoxicity. One 
can get severe skin 
rashes and persis-
tent burns after 
handling the plant 
in sunlight. The 
sap of cow parsnip 
may also cause 
skin damage, es-
pecially to light-
sensitive individu-
als. One should 
be careful when 
cutting it.

Invasive 
plants of concern 
on Guemes are 
Daphne laureola 
or spurge laurel 
(a Class B nox-
ious weed), Co-

nium maculatum or water/poison hem-
lock (the most poisonous plant in North 
America), Cirsium arvense or Canada 
thistle, and Dipsacus fullonum or teasel. 

Weed wrenches are available to bor-
row for free from Marianne Kooiman  
at 293-5815 or Holiday Matchett at 
299-8552. 

Cow parsnip is a native plant, not a noxious 
weed.

Danger Reported 
From Common Newt
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Rough-skinned newts are plentiful on 
Guemes—and poisonous.
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By Edith Walden
On June 12, the Samish Canoe Family returned to the site 

on West Shore of the last historic Samish tribal settlement in 
the San Juans. 

The 25-foot Salish-style canoe, Eshes (pronounced “ah-
sha”), had landed last year on Potlatch Beach, the site of the 
former 480-foot longhouse in G’wangwhela (known as New 
Guemes Village in English). That journey was the first time 
a Samish canoe had landed at the historic site in almost 100 
years (see article on page 1 of the September 2014 Tide).

A year later, after a traditional cedar blessing had been 
made and prayers given, 14 paddlers launched their journey 
again in the Eshes, from Fidalgo Bay. They made their first 
stop at the Guemes ferry landing, where they were greeted by 
islanders Tsul-ton (Bill Bailey) and Samish cultural director 
Rosie (Cayou) James. They were given food and drink, and 
traditional songs and prayers were offered.

Samish Canoe Family Returns

By midafternoon, the Eshes approached Potlatch Beach, 
where more than 40 Samish and friends lined the shore to 
welcome the paddlers. Ceremonial permission to land was 
requested in Samish and English, and Samish council mem-
ber David Blackinton granted it with prayers and blessings. 
Speeches were given in Samish and English and songs were 
sung, accompanied by drums.

Rosie James spoke of her grandfather, Gus Stone, who was 
born in the longhouse at the shore where she stood. She in-
structed younger tribal members and paddlers Lily-Rose Day 
and Anabel Baker, and encouraged them to learn, remember, 
and follow traditional ways. She also advised that the non-
Samish paddlers in the canoe that day should be welcomed 
and honored, for they were filling places of ancestors who 
could not be present.

In keeping with oral traditions, four witnesses were cho-
sen, and charged to remember the details of the event and 
tell of them, passing the story to future generations. The wit-
nesses were young Finn Rubottom from Orcas Island; Daniel 
Gwost, a paddler from Guemes Island; Ferdie Businger, from 
Sinclair Island; and Tom Murphy, from Edmonds.

A potlatch followed—honoring special guests with gifts of 
blankets and shawls, and giving gifts to all who were present. 
Guests were invited to feast from a long table that was ample 
with food prepared by Rosie, Carol Ann (Wood) Truex, and 
Carol’s daughter Monica Clifton.

All this was in keeping with “the giving people,” the Eng-
lish translation of “Samish.” 

Young children and dogs of Dog Island played in the sand 
and water, guests visited and examined photos of the long-
house and Samish ancestors that the honored tribal elder Te-
nas Skwa-Ta’-ah (Jackie Bohn) had prepared, and footprints 
in the sand were reminders of those who had gone before. 

Through Samish eyes, the ancestors were happy, proud, 
honored, and remembered. 

Far left: Paddlers 
in the 25-foot 
canoe Eshes pre-
pare to launch 
from Fidalgo 
Bay Resort for 
their journey to 
the site of the 
last Samish vil-
lage on Guemes 
Island. Left: 
David Blackin-
ton greets his 
granddaughter 
Anabel Baker af-
ter she paddles 
with the Samish 
Canoe Family to 
Guemes.
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From right, islanders Bill Bailey and Rosie James greet paddlers on 
their first stop on Guemes, at the ferry landing.
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Elijah Lux turns 14 on July 1.
Blake McCracken turns 14 on July 12.
Emma Moline turns 16 on July 14.
Demi Davelaar turns 16 on July 15.
Cordelia Whitman turns 10 on July 21.
Finn Olson turns 9 on July 28.
Matilda Martin turns 7 on August 9.
Aiden Varsi turns 16 and Mallory 
     Kilbreath turns 15 on August 15.
Ethan Kilbreath turns 13 on August 20.
     (Editors’ note: This section lists birth-
days of youngsters with island connec-
tions turning 16 or younger. To get a 
family member added, contact us at 
editorial@guemestide.org or 299-9999.)

Island 
Birthdays

By Edith Walden
Bingo Therapy will play on Satur-

day, August 22, from 8 to 10 p.m. at  
the Community Center in a benefit 
fund-raiser for the Schoolhouse Park 
Stage. A donation of $10 is suggested. 

Bingo Therapy is a Portland-based 
band that has been playing together 
since 2001. 

Matt Elsen, a member of the seven- 
piece band, describes their music as 
“country, country-rock, blues, and clas-
sic rock—everything from Merle Hag-
gard and George Jones to Janis Joplin, 
Bonnie Raitt, and Linda Ronstadt to 
contemporary singer/songwriters like 
Steve Earle, Wilco, and John Hiatt, as 

By Edie Clark 
The group Groundfloor Guemes, in 

keeping with its goals of supporting eco-
nomic and environmental sustainabili-
ty, has been lending support to islanders 
who order natural, organic, and earth-
friendly foods and products through 
Azure Standard, an Oregon-based retail-
er. Islanders can order produce, grocery, 
and household items, as well as seeds 
and plant starts, by browsing the online 
catalog at azurestandard.com, or by us-
ing the printed catalogs that are at the 
Guemes Island Library.

A number of islanders have been or-
dering on a monthly basis from Azure 
Standard for years. Because the orders 
are delivered to a drop site in Anacortes, 
Groundfloor Guemes is interested in re-
ducing the number of off-island trips by 
coordinating the pickup of orders.

Both group orders and individual 
orders are picked up in Anacortes and 
delivered to the Community Center for 
distribution. While many islanders plan 
a “town day” on the order-arrival day, 
Groundfloor Guemes picks up orders 
for those who request delivery to the 
Community Center.

Bulk buying saves money
Groundfloor Guemes also coordi-

nates group ordering. Individuals who 

would like to purchase less than the $50 
minimum order can avoid Azure Stan-
dard’s minimum-order service charge by 
notifying Marianne Kooiman or Edie 
Clark to add their items into the group 
order. 

Sometimes items may be purchased 
in bulk and distributed in smaller quan-
tities to individuals, further reducing 
individual costs. When multiple people 
order small amounts of the same thing, 
those orders can be combined into a 
bulk purchase to pass on the savings. 
This has been done with such items as 
brown rice, unbleached recycled paper 
towels, canned soups, and tea.

Preorders for island products
In addition to the Azure Standard 

orders, Groundfloor Guemes can take 
orders for Sally and Herb Smith’s yak 
meat and bring it to the Community  
Center at the Azure Standard deliv-
ery times. The price is $10 per pound 
and the money goes directly back to the 
Smiths. This arrangement prevents in-
terruptions for the Smiths during their 
workday and saves an extra errand for 
the folks who order. 

Groundfloor Guemes welcomes the 
opportunity to support other island 
growers and producers in this manner 
as well.

Orders taken monthly
Orders are submitted on a four-week 

schedule. The order for July will be de-
livered on July 23; the August delivery 
date is August 20. 

To participate in the group-order 
program, you must submit your order 
to Marianne by 4 p.m. on the Saturday 
prior to the delivery date.

To participate, or to learn more 
about this project, contact Marianne 
Kooiman at eyrie@cnw.com or 293-
5815, or Edie Clark at 299-3230. 

Food-Buying Group Open for Orders

Bingo Therapy Comes to Guemes
Benefit for Schoolhouse Park Stage on August 22

well as our own original ma-
terial.” Michael Brown, who 
is responsible for bringing  
the band here, says they have 
a pedal-steel guitarist that 
will “rock our little island.” 
It’s “good-time” music.

While we wait to cap off 
the summer with this alt-
country band, be sure to see 
the insert in this issue that 
outlines the progress of the 
challenge grant to raise the 
remaining funds necessary to 
finish the outdoor stage, and 
a report on the construction 
of the Stage itself. 

Bingo Therapy will play a benefit concert for the School-
house Park Stage on August 22.
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By Sally Stapp
Two years after I bought a shy acre 

of land on North Beach, with no well, 
my neighbor to the north had a well 
drilled. I hadn’t needed much water the 
first two summers for my tiny garden.  
The hose that I ran across Guemes Is-
land Road from Agnes Orsini’s hose bib 
sufficed. 

Since the drill rig was right next 
door in 1975, it would have been inef-
ficient not to have them drill a well for 
me too. Seawater intrusion and chlo-
ride levels weren’t on my radar in those 
days. My well was drilled to 77 feet. My 
above-ground pump and pressure tank 
produced the required 350 gallons of 
water per day. I cringe remembering the 
water pumping out onto the ground 
during the required one-hour test! 

Page forward to 1991, when I par-
ticipated in the US Geological Survey 
(USGS) well-water study on Guemes. 
My well was tested along with about 70 
others. Marianne Kooiman introduced 
me to chloride levels, conductance, 
aquifers, and all things water. For a few 
years we continued to test some of the 
original USGS wells, including my own. 
My chlorides generally measured around 
70 parts per million (ppm).

Skagit County pays attention to the 
amount of salt (sodium chloride, NaCl) 
in your well water. The chloride part of 
NaCl is easier to test for than sodium. 
If you apply for a building permit, some 
restrictions are imposed for high chlo-
ride levels.

The science behind these restrictions 
shows that slowly sipping at the lens of 

freshwater that floats above 
the saltwater—especially 
near the shorelines—reduc-
es mixing of freshwater and 
saltwater. Most wells near 
the center of Guemes mea-
sure around 20 ppm of chlo-
rides. Nearer the shoreline, 
chloride levels soar.  

If your well-water chlo-
rides measure less than 100 
ppm, the county restricts 
your pump rate to 5 gallons 
per minute (gpm). A read-
ing of 150 ppm requires a 
pump rate of 3 gpm, and if 
chlorides are above 200 ppm 
the required rate is a mere 
1 gpm. The county Depart-
ment of Public Health and the state of 
Washington consider your well water 
undrinkable if your chlorides measure 
above 250 ppm. 

When we applied for a building per-
mit in 2008, our chloride level was 90 
ppm. We were required to install a 5 
gpm restrictor. The restrictor is a brass 
unit about six inches long and two inch-
es in diameter that is plumbed into the 
main supply line. Nothing complicated. 

Tending toward conservation where wa-
ter is concerned, we decided to restrict 
our pump rate to 3 gpm. 

Dahlman Pump &Well Drilling gave 
me the idea of installing a 300-gallon 
cistern that takes our submersible pump 
100 minutes to fill. Anacortes Plumb-
ing installed an electric pump between 
the cistern and the house to boost the 
pressure back to normal. We generally 

A North Beach Water-Well Good-News Story

Frontier Communications brought a mobile unit and staff, including General 
Manager Denise Sperle (seated), to Guemes to sign people up for their new DSL 
Internet service on the island. Promotional rates end July 6.

A New (Digital) Frontier

ed
it

H
 w

a
ld

en

This diagram shows how drawing on a well can pull 
saltier water up, resulting in excessive chlorides in  
drinking water.
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Editors’note: With an early burn ban 
in effect on Guemes (see page 1), conserv-
ing water takes on extra importance this 
year. The Waterworks Group was formed 
in 2006 following the American Insti-
tute of Architects’ sustainability study for 
Guemes Island. With assistance from the 
Guemes Island Environmental Trust, 
Marianne Kooiman, Anne McCracken, 
Diane Murray, and Sally Stapp published 
these ideas in 2010 to encourage islanders 
to save our island’s scarce resource—water. 
Here they are again, as reminders. 

By the Waterworks Group
Groundwater is the main source of 

water on Guemes Island. We use it every 
day for drinking, cooking, bathing, and 
flushing. It is important to have enough 
potable water for our needs now and in 
the future. Therefore, it is in the interest 
of all to use the limited resource wisely 
and adopt a water-conserving lifestyle. 
All of our groundwater comes from 
rainfall.

Some of the many ways in which 
one can cut down on usage of 
groundwater are outlined here.

At the well 
Knowing the quality of your 

drinking water, the amount of water you 
use, and at what rate you are pumping 
water from the ground will help you 
make positive changes to protect our 
precious water resource.
•Acquaint yourself with your own 

water system.
•Install a water meter at the wellhead 

and take monthly measurements to 
determine usage and detect leaks.
•To decrease the risk of seawater 

intrusion, restrict your pump to a 
pumping rate as low as possible for your 
needs.
•Have your water tested for chlorides, 

nitrates, and other contaminants.

Inside the home
•Use low-flow toilets and water-

saving showerheads.
•Don’t let water run unnecessarily 

while preparing food, doing dishes, 
washing hands, or brushing teeth.
•Remind visitors and guests to con-

serve water during their stays.
•Take short showers rather than baths 

Water-Saving Tips: A Conservation Reminder
and turn water off while lathering up.
•Choose appliances with low water 

use.
•All dishwashers and clothes washers 

operate most efficiently when fully 
loaded.

Outside the home
The use of well water outside our 

homes should be avoided. Capture and 
store rainwater for nonpotable uses. Use 
rain barrels or a cistern for roof runoff, 
and use ponds to catch water runoff 
from your land.
•Avoid watering lawns, pressure-

washing, and filling ponds with potable 
water.
•Use native or drought-resistant 

plants for your landscaping.
•To reduce evaporation, mulch your 

garden, and water only early in the 
morning or in the evening.
•Drip irrigation systems use water 

most efficiently.
•Check for and fix all leaks on 

outdoor fixtures.
•Save washing of cars, boats, and big 

dogs for a trip to town. 

By Edith Walden
A warm day and clear blue 

sky saw 90 runners participate 
in the 18th Dog Island 10K 
Run on June 6. In addition, 28 
walkers registered to walk the 
two miles of the walking course 
down Edens Road and back to 
Schoolhouse Park.

Timothy Anderson, 20, of 
Arlington, was the first to cross 
the 10K finish line with a time 
of 40.12 minutes. Allycia Green, 
33, from Moses Lake, was the 
first woman to finish, with a 
time of 45.51. Perennial runner 
Rudy Gahler, 87, finished first in 
the 70-and-older category, with 
a time of 81:03, ahead of three 
other much younger runners. 

Participants hailed from 23 cities 
(one from New York) and there was one 
participant from Chilliwack, British Co-

A Sunny Dog Island Run Draws 90 Runners

lumbia. There were five runners and  
seven walkers under the age of 14.

The event is sponsored by the 
Guemes Island Library and raised al-
most $2,000 to fund operations and 

Left: Howard and Carol Pellett award a first-place ribbon to 
a young runner. Right: Allycia Green, 33, finished first in the 
Women’s Division of the run.

buy books. The Library is run 
solely by volunteers.

The Library thanks all those 
who helped at the event, in-
cluding Skagit Runners, the 
Guemes Island Fire Depart-
ment, Rosario Assisted Liv-
ing (for the shuttle), Crystal 
Mountain Water, PSE, Line-
Time, the Guemes Tide, the 
Guemes Library Board (Con-
nie Cantrell, Tom Deach, Vicki 
Hallingstad, Barbara Hoense-
laar, Marla Hovey, Sue Roberts, 
Susan Rombeek, Sarah Sibley, 
Carol Pellett, and Howard Pel-
lett), Fran Bohall, Gerry Bos-
worth, Carol Deach, Jim and 
Reva Dugan, Marietta Harri-

gan, Chuck Hallingstad, Dyvon Ha-
vens, Jim LeMieux, Anne and Don Pas-
sarelli, William Pellett, Cathy Spitzer, 
and Bruce Rooney. 
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munity Center will be appreciated. Come by to see some clas-
sics. Entries with the tallest wheels, smallest wheels, fewest 
cylinders, shortest and longest bodies, and the best outfit that 
matches the year of the vehicle will be awarded prizes.

• Firefighters garage sale: The 16th Firefighters Association 
Garage Sale (now held biennially) begins at noon and ends 
at 3 p.m. at the Fire Hall. Find all kinds of recycled treasures 
and deals here. Prices are reduced toward the end of the sale, 
and items are free at the end.

• Famous Guemes hot dogs: Starting at noon at School-
house Park, the Guemes Island Community Center Associa-
tion will serve its famous hot dogs. For $5, you can enjoy  
a grilled hot dog with caramelized onions, trimmings, chips, 

and a beverage—all to benefit the Community  
Center. 

• Displays at the Park: During the hot-dog sale, 
a number of islanders and island organizations will 
have tables at Schoolhouse Park with information or 

items for sale 
for fund-raising 
purposes.

• Festival at 
the store: An-
derson’s Gen-
eral Store noti-
fied the Tide 
that they will 
be hosting three 
bands on their 
premises from 2 
to 9 p.m. In ad-
dition, they will 
be sponsoring a 

motorcycle show, and will have a bouncy castle for kids. The 
$10 cover for adults includes a burger or hot dog and a nonal-
coholic drink. Children under 12 are admitted for free (with-
out free food). 

• Fireworks: Islanders can enjoy the Anacortes fireworks 
display from the South Shore. The pyrotechnics are slated to 
begin at dusk, which is usually between 10 and 10:30 p.m. 
Also, see the article on page 24 for which fireworks are and 
are not legal to use on Guemes.

Have a safe and enjoyable 4th! 

By Edith Walden
The 4th of July on Guemes has always featured family- 

oriented activities for the community. Many traditional  
events continue this year, along with some new ones. Here  
are your choices:

• Parade: The traditional parade along North Beach will be-
gin around 11 a.m., led by rigs from the Guemes Island Fire 
Department, starting at the north end of Guemes Island Road 
and traveling south. This event has no sponsor; anyone can 
join the parade of wild costumes, floats, animals, vehicles of 
all sorts, and entertainers of all kinds.

• Community Center open house: Our 101-year old Hall 
will be open to visitors from11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Have some 
refreshments and see the 
displays that are a special 
tribute to veterans.

• Car show: New this 
year is the car show that 
also runs from 11:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The show will 
be just outside the Hall. 
Anyone can bring a form 
of transportation with 
wheels for display there. 
A donation for the Com-

Special conditions may make traffic especially heavy on 
Saturday, July 4. In addition to the holiday falling on a week-
end, which may bring more people than usual, a 200-guest 
wedding is scheduled on the island late that afternoon, and 
the festival at Anderson’s General Store from 2 to 9 p.m. has 
been widely advertised throughout the area and may attract 
many additional visitors. Plan your travel accordingly and be 
prepared for delays in loading onto the ferry.

Here’s Looking at You

July 4 Activities: A Roundup

This barred owl flew into a Holiday Hideaway backyard 
in May, caught a mouse, and ate it while Carol Steffy 
looked on. Barred owls are not too shy around people.

Traffic Advisory for July 4

Scenes from last year’s Fourth of July: (top left) 
a boatload of rowdy pirates joins the parade, 
and Julie Pingree prepares hot dogs at the 
Park.
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By Holiday Matchett
Margaret Read Mac-

Donald entertained the 
audience at the Guemes 
Island Historical Society 
meeting on June 8 with 
her review of the life of 
her father, Murray Read, 
and his family (large and 
many generations) by 
bringing their creative and 
long-lived activities to life 
with photos and anec-
dotes. In addition, several 
islanders who were present 
shared their own humor-
ous tales.

The story of Murray, 
well known to many is-
landers, began with his older brother, 
William (Bill) Read. Bill and Murray 
were descendants of three generations  
of Reads in Vernon, Indiana. Murray  
was the second son, with a younger 
brother, Basil, and two sisters, Sally and 
Madge. Of those five children, three of 
them and their families owned property 
on Guemes. Bill and Murray were best 
friends throughout their long lives.  

The story on Guemes starts with 
Bill, who graduated from Depauw Uni-
versity and received a higher-education 
degree at the University of Michigan. 
Murray followed him to Depauw and 
the University of Michigan, but could 

A Musical Day

use less than 50 gallons per day (I use 
rainwater catchment for my garden) so 
a cistern’s worth of water lasts nearly a 
week. (Editors’ note: See the water-saving 
tips on page 21.)

Just last month Marianne and I test-
ed a few wells for chlorides, and mine 
had fallen back to the 1991 level of 70. 
I believe the cistern and flow restrictor  
reduced my chloride level. Now I’m 
wondering what restricting the pump 

The Historical Read Family

Islander Lily-Rose Day, 12, debuted 
at Starbucks on June 7, singing and 
playing guitar to a full house.

NORTH BEACH WELL WATER
(continued from page 20)

rate to 1 gpm would do. 
Skagit County is currently in the 

process of updating the Interim Sea-
water Intrusion Policy, which governs 
drinking-water use on the island. The 
Guemes Island Planning Advisory Com-
mittee (GIPAC) is currently reviewing 
the county’s draft of the updated policy. 
Seawater intrusion will be a topic of dis-
cussion at the next GIPAC meeting on 
July 13 at 6:30 p.m. at the Guemes Is-
land Community Church. All interested 
people are welcome to attend. 

not settle on a major and quit after 
three years, never mentioning this ac-
complishment to strangers or friends.  
Brother Bill took a job at the Univer-
sity of Washington teaching Latin and 
Greek. There he met Sverre Aarstad (an 
instructor in Scandinavian languages) 
and his wife, Peg, (whose family had a 
cabin on North Beach). Sverre and Peg 
had purchased a cabin in the middle of 
Guemes. When Bill and his wife, Ar-
letta, visited Guemes, they fell in love 
with the cabin and bought it from the 
Aarstads. Although the William Reads 
lived in Seattle, they loved to frequently 
visit the island and their new friends.  

An invitation from Bill to Murray, 
his wife, Mildred, and daughter Mar-
garet, in Indiana, resulted in a long trip 
and love for Guemes at first sight for 

Murray. Soon, and over 
a telephone, they agreed 
to buy some property on 
Guemes. Murray cleared 
the land and used the 
timber from the lot, plus 
beach logs, to build a log 
cabin. In the early years 
until Murray could get a 
potable well drilled, Lee 
and Dolly Lewis, North 
Beach residents, aided 
Murray’s family with wa-
ter, a place to do laundry, 
and lots of home-cooked 
meals. 

The Read brothers 
sold some of the proper-
ty to others who wanted 

summer homes on Guemes (including 
Les and Nancy Larsen). Murray’s sister 
Sally had also followed this pattern, and 
soon Sally and husband, Vilas Johnston, 
owned a summer property on Guemes 
close by.

Bill’s daughter, Virginia, married  
into the Dunthorne family. Soon, 
cousins of all three Read families were 
spending their summers on Guemes 
Island. To this day, members of three 
generations of the Read family are seen 
on the island where Murray ultimately 
made his permanent home after his wife 
passed away and he married an old fam-
ily friend, Jane Veal Read.

Margaret remains close to the island, 
assisting with Science Camp each sum-
mer, where her children and grandchil-
dren participate. 

From left, Basil, Bill, and Murray Read visit on Guemes with their father, 
Garfield Read, around 1960.
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A memorial service for Roslyn “Roz” Glasser will be held on Saturday, July 25, 
at 4 p.m. at the Community Center. Roz died at her winter home in Tucson, Ari-
zona, on January 28, after a long battle with cancer.

At Roz’s request, her good friend and former colleague when she worked with 
the Cedar River Watershed, Gino Lucchetti, will sing at the service. Lucchetti is one 
of the most sought-after opera tenors in the Northwest. He performed a memorable 
concert here on Guemes about 10 years ago. Roz’s sister and brother will also be in 
attendance.

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

If you still have “good stuff” to clear out or recycle, consider donating items to 
Howard Pellett, who will take them to Shipwreck Day, Anacortes’s famous one-day 
flea market on July 18.

Proceeds fund his Smart Recovery programs at the Monroe Correctional Com-
plex, at the Everett Community Justice Center, and in Anacortes. All funds are used 
to purchase Smart Recovery handbooks that participating prison inmates and others 
under Department of Corrections supervision use in the programs.

If you have clean and usable small appliances, old tools, household items, sport-
ing goods, and other gadgets, contact Howard at howardp71@gmail.com or 293-
8128 to arrange for a drop-off or pickup. (Large furniture and appliances, computers, 
books, clothing, TVs, electronics, tires, mattresses, batteries, and exercise equipment 
don’t usually sell.) To check about the usability of your items, contact Howard.

Smart Recovery is a 501(c)(3) organization that helps inmates, parolees, and  
others lead addiction-free lives.

Donate for Shipwreck Day

By Edith Walden
Sparklers, cones, fountains, torches, 

wheels, helicopters, ground and aerial  
spinners, Roman candles, mine and 
aerial shells, smoke devices, reloadable 
mortars (1¾ inches and smaller), and 
“novelties” are all classified as consumer 
fireworks and are legal to 
use in Skagit County.

Firecrackers, sa-
lutes, and chasers (de-
vices that make a single 
“pop” sound or are strung 
together for repetitive 
pops), bottle rockets, mis-
siles, and skyrockets are 
illegal to use in the state 
of Washington, except on tribal land. 
Items such as M-80s, M-100s, cherry  
bombs, tennis-ball bombs, sparkler 
bombs, pipe bombs, and legal fireworks 
that are altered are considered “illegal 
explosive devices” and are illegal every-
where in the state. 

These types of fireworks can cause 

life-threatening and life-altering injuries 
or death, and purchasing, possessing, 
or using them may result in criminal 
charges. Fines for fireworks violations 
range as high as $500 or more per viola-
tion. Illegal use of fireworks that cause a 
fire or injury can require extensive dam-

age reimbursements.
Legal fireworks may be 

discharged from 9 a.m. to 
midnight on July 4. The 
Guemes Island Property 
Owners Association re-
quests that you limit your 
use of fireworks to one 
day—the 4th.

Due to extremely dry 
conditions this summer, a modified 
burn ban is in effect (see article on page 
1). Please be careful with incendiary de-
vices, and review the list and illustra-
tions of legal and illegal fireworks and 
the safety reminders at the Washington 
State Patrol website, at tinyurl.com 
/GIfireworks. Celebrate safely! 

On June 13, the Guemes Tide won 
an award in the Region 10 Northwest 
Excellence in Journalism Contest spon-
sored by the Society of Professional 
Journalists (SPJ). Kit Harma’s article in 
the September 2014 issue, “Local Sea 
Stars Are in Distress,” won third place 
in Environment & Science Reporting in 
the nondaily newspaper category. The 
article was edited by Edith Walden and 
illustrated with photographs by Harma 
and Walden.

Region 10 includes all news organi-
zations in Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Or-
egon, and Washington. The contest re-
ceived over 1,900 entries, 200 of them 
in the nondaily category.

This is the second SPJ award for the 
Tide. In 2013, Edith’s article in the June 
2012 issue, “A Long, Long Night of 
Fire,” edited by Nick Allison, won sec-
ond place in General News Reporting 
for nondaily newspapers. 

Congratulations to Kit and to all the 
Tide staff of volunteers who together 
produce a small paper that can compete 
with the professionals. 

Tide Article Wins  
Award From  

Journalists’ Group

What Fireworks Are Legal and When?

Memorial Service for Roz Glasser
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The American Red Cross recom-
mends that every household have one 
gallon of water per person per day 
stored in case of emergencies—enough 
to last at least three days. Because of 
Guemes Island’s remote location, the 
Guemes Island community emergen-
cy response team (CERT) advises is-
landers and vacationing visitors to have 
enough water and food supplies to last 
two weeks.

Food-grade high-density polyethyl-
ene plastic jugs are recommended for 
storing water. Juby Fouts has a quantity 
of such two-and-a-half-gallon jugs that 
are available for distribution in exchange 
for a contribution to CERT.

The jugs have never been used but 
will require washing, since they’ve been 
stored in a dusty area. They will be avail-
able to pick up at Schoolhouse Park on 
July 4 from noon to the end of the hot-
dog sale (see article on page 22). 

By using regular liquid household 
bleach (bleach without perfumes, dyes, 
or other additives) in water that is stored 
properly in clean food-grade plastic con-
tainers, you can safely store water for 
long periods. The plastic jugs should be 
stored in a cool place and not exposed 

to direct sunlight.
To get more information on purify-

ing and storing water, consult a bro-
chure prepared by the Washington State 

Department of Health at tinyurl.com 
/GIsafewater. 

For information about the jugs, con-
tact Juby at 293-2704. 

The Adventuress, a 133-foot gaff-rigged schooner that was first launched in 1913 
in East Boothbay, Maine, sailed from Port Townsend through Guemes Channel 
on June 7. On board were Win Anderson and his grandson, Shaw Clifton. The 
schooner is registered as a National Historic Landmark and is used for environ-
mental education programs.

Bottles Available for Long-Term Water Storage

Under Sail, With Guemians Aboard
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•  in memoriam •

Longtime Guemes Islander 
Mary McAdams Stapp died on 
June 6 in Seattle. She was 94.

Born on April 20, 1921, in 
Memphis, Mary grew up in the 
house her father built. Her edu-
cation culminated with a degree 
in social work from Southwest-
ern College in Memphis.

April of 1946 found Mary 
McAdams working as a Travelers 
Aid in a Memphis train station, 
helping soldiers find the right 
train home. She met an Army 
captain—recently returned from 
Germany—making his way back 
to Anacortes, Washington. He 
was charmed by her Southern 
drawl and big smile. When he 
came back through Memphis 
a week later, he was invited to 
her family’s Sunday dinner, as was the 
Southern custom toward returning ser-
vicemen.

That captain, Charles Stapp Jr. 
(“Stappy”), and Mary exchanged letters 
daily for the next months. Mary was in-
vited to visit the Stapp family’s North 
Beach cabin for the Fourth of July cel-
ebration. Stappy met Mary at the Seattle 
airport with engagement ring in hand. 
They married in Memphis that Octo-
ber. Mary became the third Mary Stapp, 

as Stappy’s sister and mother shared the 
name. 

Mary’s dad, Marvin, cried when 
she left, thinking he’d never see her 
again, and her mom, Mae, imagined 
the Wild West of cowboy films. The 
new C. P. Stapps bought a house in Ev-
erett, and by 1955 had four children: 
Sue, Sal, Tom, and Jen. Grandmother 
Mae (“Choo Choo”) traveled to attend 
each birth by train. Twice the family 
of six snuggled into the ’55 Chevy sta-
tion wagon—piled high with bedrolls, 
clothes, books, and games—to make the 
cross-country trip to the unaccustomed 
muggy heat of Memphis.

Stappy purchased a lot on Guemes’s 
North Beach across the road from his 
parents while he was serving overseas. 
He had to borrow the $44 cost from 
friends. Every summer the family rented 
nearby Guemes cabins until they be-
gan to build their own in 1961. Build-
er Jim Marlin, a Seaway Hollow resi-
dent, worked with Stappy every day 
until noon, when Mary and sometimes 
their kids would pitch in. Their world 
revolved around North Beach and they 
felt lucky indeed. Mary and Stappy 
moved to Guemes full-time in 1973, 
and lived through many remodels over 

Mary Stapp
the next 30 years. Mary em-
braced weaving, spinning, and 
gardening. One of the remodels 
accommodated her large Cran-
brook loom. Her family still 
cherishes the rugs she made.  

She was a worker bee; most 
photos of her are a blur. She 
made pies for Guemes Commu-
nity Club events and cochaired 
a Salmon Bar-B-Q in the old 
days when salmon was cooked 
on cedar slabs propped up next 
to hot coals and when home-
made salads were allowed. Mary 
cherished her connection with 
the Guemes Island Communi-
ty Church. She served on most 
boards there, contributed flow-
ers, sang in the choir, and rarely 
missed a Sunday. 

In 1999, Mary and Stappy moved to 
Seattle to live with daughter Jen. Stappy 
died in 2002 at age 92. Mary lived on in 
her fancy digs at Jen’s. Her door opened 
out into the garden. Jen’s yard never 
looked so wonderful. Mary’s passion for 
gardening wowed passersby. Next-door 
Guemes neighbor Billy Everett used to 
ask if she could stop working in the gar-
den after 5 p.m. It made him feel guilty 
watching her from his deck chair.

Mary lived in a Seattle care center 
ten days shy of one year. Five days af-
ter Mary died, her family received news 
from Memphis saying her sister Melba  
had also died. Her children imagine 
them catching up together after 70 years 
of life on opposite sides of the country.

Mary is survived by her children, Su-
san (Patrick) O’Donnell, Sally (Rich-
ard) Stapp, Tom (Christine) Stapp, and 
Jenny (Chuck) Stapp, and four grand-
children, Fred O’Donnell, Peter (Jen-
ny) O’Donnell, Anna Stapp, and Olivia 
Stapp. 

The family requests that you support 
your favorite charity in Mary’s memory. 
Plans for an August memorial service at 
the Guemes Island Community Church 
are in the making so that grandson Fred 
can attend.

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

Are You Ready for 

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies

Guemes Island 
Renewable Energy Tours

Renewable Energy?
Consultations 
with Ian Woofenden

Energy Efficient 
Home Strategies

Renewable 
Energy Systems
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Donald L. “Don” Young 
of Sierra Vista, Arizona, a for-
mer part-time islander, passed 
away of natural causes on June 
1. He was 86.

Don grew up on a farm in 
Iowa, where his first job was 
driving a tractor 12 hours a 
day at the age of 12. 

He graduated from Simp-
son College with a degree in 
social work and then attended 
Drew University, earning an 
MA in divinity and an MA in 
counseling. 

He served churches of the 
United Methodist Church, 

the United Church of Christ, and the National Council of 
Churches in Montana, Ohio, Arizona, and Washington. He re-
tired in 1996 and moved to Sierra Vista with his wife, Helene, 
where they lived for 19 years.

Don never met a stranger. He loved all people regardless of 
race, religion, or socioeconomic status. He was kind, encourag-
ing, and outgoing. Don had a tremendous curiosity about ev-
erything and everyone and was gifted in his ability to relate to 
others. 

He spent years sailing in the San Juan Islands with his fami-
ly and also traveled the country in an Airstream trailer when his 
children were young. Don and Helene first came to Guemes 
in the early1980s, when they bought a lot in Holiday Hide-
away for a getaway from their active life in Seattle. He loved 
crabbing, and they attended the Guemes Island Community 
Church if they were there on weekends. When Don took a po-
sition at a parish in Lakewood in the early 1990s, the longer 
travel to Guemes made their visits impractical, and they left the 
island.

In later years, Don and Helene traveled to the South Seas 
and Hawaii as well as spending countless hours exploring their 
new home in the Southwest. In retirement, Don and Helene 
also volunteered with Habitat for Humanity and the Cochise 
County Democratic Party. 

Don was preceded in death by his son Richard in 2004. 
He is survived by his wife, Helene; children Mary Toal, Tim 
Young, Jennifer Baker, Jason Young, Susan Saylor, and Eliza-
beth Tuohy; grandchildren Kevin, Hayley, Brandon, Kelly, 
Lane, Anna, Ellie, Matthew, Abigail, Connor, Kate, and Ryan; 
nephew Ronald Young; nieces Karen Podzansky and Sharon 
Leigan. 

The family suggests that donations go to Habitat for Hu-
manity or Sierra Vista Evangelical Lutheran Church. Arrange-
ments were in the care of Hatfield Funeral Home.

Surrounded by her 
family, Ann Maureen 
Kelly died peacefully 
on May 4 in Everett. 
She was 73. 

Ann was born in 
Seattle on May 16, 
1941, to Frank and 
Mary Petschl. She at-
tended Holy Names 
Academy and then the 
Sacred Heart School of 
Nursing in Spokane.

All her life, Ann 
fondly told stories of 
growing up on Capitol 
Hill in a close family 

and community. 
Ann met Tom Kelly in Spokane while she was attend-

ing nursing school and he was at Gonzaga University. They 
married at St. Joseph Parish in Seattle in 1962 and had two 
sons, Tom and Tim, within two years. Once Tom complet-
ed law school, the family moved to Olympia, where Chris-
tine was born. Employment opportunities eventually took 
the family to Everett, where Michael was born. 

Ann spent her professional life nursing, holding as many 
positions as time and family obligations would allow. She 
developed lifelong friendships with several of her primary-  
and nursing-school classmates, as well as many others she 
met along the way. Ann always enjoyed the company of 
others and often entertained at the family cabin on Guemes 
Island. While the kids and visitors were boating, Ann was 
likely in the kitchen, smiling but moving at light speed. 
More often than not she could be found pounding out an 
enormous potato salad or popping a “quick turkey” in the 
oven. Her life’s memories gathered on the corkboard where 
they remain today. 

Ann is survived by her husband of 52 years, Tom; her 
children, Tom (Joelle), Tim (Jennifer), Christine (Ed), and 
Michael; as well as eight treasured grandchildren, Patrick, 
Kaitlyn, Maureen, Quinn, Shannon, Meagan, Devon, and 
Trey. She is also survived by her sister Katie (Ron) and sev-
eral loving nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death 
by her sister Mary Ellen and her brother, Frank. 

The family would like to thank the doctors, nurses, 
and staff at the Everett Clinic for their care during the last 
year. And special thanks go to the staff at Providence Medi-
cal Center, 3A—the angels of mercy who guided Ann to a 
peaceful and dignified final breath.The family suggests do-
nations to the Alzheimer’s Association or the Holy Names 
Academy Scholarship Endowment.

Donald L. Young Ann Kelly
•  in memoriam •
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Five Years Ago
The largest residential solar 

panel array in Puget Sound En-
ergy’s service area is revealed at the 
Nootka Lane home of Deb Bear 
and Dave Wolf. The 198 Sharp 
170-watt panels produce more en-
ergy than the home needs, so the 
excess is fed back to the grid in a 
“net metering” arrangement.

An almost-new 4,000-gallon 
water tanker is delivered to the 
Guemes Island Fire Department.

A “condensed version” re-
counts the life and times of the 
late Henrietta ”Bubble” Finley: 
artist, cartoonist, self-taught car-
penter/stonemason, hunter, angler, 
boat handler, beachcomber, clam 
digger, bird and dog lover, explor-
er, treasure hunter, and quilter. 

—Guemes Tide, July 2010

Ten Years Ago
Carol Pellett, best known 

among all her accomplishments 
for starting and organizing the 
Guemes Library, is named Citizen 
of the Year. 

Local artist/sculptor Kit Marcinko 
reveals his unique approach to creating 
art, much of it from found objects. 

—Evening Star, July 2005

Twenty Years Ago
The premier edition of the Evening 

Star arrives in mailboxes around the is-
land. Publisher Win Anderson writes in 
part, “This is a paper about Guemes Is-

Amos Bowman, founder of Anacortes, published this 
map of Guemes Island in 1895. Notable are the North 
Anacortes subdivision, the Blackinton and Mangan docks, 
and a brickyard (!) near Cook’s Cove on what appears to 
be H. P. O’Bryant’s  property. Other prominent names in-
clude Payne, Edens, Matthews, Shannon, Wilfong, Shriver, 
Woodcock, and Woods.

land, past and present, its people 
and its pie.”

The Guemes Island Commu-
nity Center Association withdraws 
its proposed sponsorship of the 
island Boy Scout program in def-
erence to council member Ferdi 
Businger, who objects to the na-
tional Boy Scouts of America’s 
policy of discrimination against 
gays. Council member Nick 
Nicolls says, “It is important to 
maintain a policy of keeping the 
Center open to all.” The appli-
cants agreed and withdrew their 
application.

—Evening Star, July 1995

Fifty Years Ago
“Pam Gilkey visits at the West 

Beach home of her grandmother, 
Mrs. Walter Gilkey.”

“Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Weigel 
have their great-granddaughter, 
Miss Pamela Hall of California, as 
their guest this week.” 
—Anacortes American, July 1965

One Hundred Years Ago
“A Strawberry Festival and 

dance will be held at the Social Hall on 
Wednesday evening for the purpose of 
raising money to fix up the ferry dock. 
Admission is 15 cents.” 

—Anacortes American, June 1915
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