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By Edith Walden
Islanders have weathered, so to speak, an unusual series of severe storms since 

the “Thanksgiving Storm” last November 29. That day, the weather station on 
Nootka Lane measured winds at 14 m.p.h. with gusts at 24 m.p.h.

It was quite a different story that morning on North Beach. Steve Orsini’s dra-
matic photograph (see above) was taken at 10:30 a.m. from the deck of his boat-
house, which “was surrounded by the sea,” he recalls.

“The weather was a confluence of events,” he told the Tide. “First, there was 
a high winter tide at 8.8 feet, but this combined with a classic Fraser River cold 
front moving into Northwest Washington. These outflows occur two or three times 
a year at least. This one was particularly strong with gale-force winds that, by the 
time they reached across the open stretches of Bellingham Bay, attained sustained 
speeds in the 40-m.p.h. range with gusts 50 to 55 m.p.h. [when] they hit North 
Beach. The temperature had dropped to 25 degrees F. The sustained high wind cor-
responded with the rising tide to produce the effects that I photographed so that 
people could see the strength of the localized [event].” 

Driving to the Holiday Bazaar, Anne McCracken was struck by the powerful  

Onslaughts of Wild Weather  
Pummel Guemes 

The Thanksgiving-weekend storm pounded North Beach, sending spray 60 feet over 
houses on the beach.

By Edith Walden
Several marijuana-growing opera-

tions proposed for Skagit County—in-
cluding one on Guemes—have prompt-
ed action from county government.

The Washington State Liquor Con-
trol Board (WSLCB) grants licenses to 
marijuana producers, processors, and re-
tailers, and regulates such facilities, but 
cities and counties are free to further 
regulate them through zoning.

On December 15, the Skagit Coun-
ty commissioners adopted a temporary, 
one-year moratorium “prohibiting the 
permitting, establishment, or mainte-
nance of any marijuana production or 
processing facility” in rural intermedi-
ate, rural reserve, rural resource-NRL, 
rural center, rural business, or rural vil-
lage commercial zones. The ordinance 
was repealed and replaced on December 
22 with an ordinance that continues the 
moratorium and the restrictions, adjust-
ing previous setback requirements. 

On January 6, the commissioners 
held a public hearing on the morato-
rium. The standing-room-only crowd 
was almost evenly divided between pros 
and cons, with slightly more opposed, 
according to one observer. Represent-
ing the Guemes Island Planning Advi-
sory Committee (GIPAC), Hal Rooks 
was the last speaker at the hearing. He 
raised concerns about water usage on an 
island with a sole-source aquifer. To read 

Legal Marijuana  
May Be Produced 

Here—Later
County Issues One-Year 

Moratorium

(continued on page 4) (continued on page 7)
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By Edith Walden
Michael Brown, co-manager of the 

Schoolhouse Park Stage project, an-
nounced to the Guemes Island Com-
munity Association (GICCA) in Janu-
ary that a small group of island donors 
has pledged $15,000 as a matching  
grant to finish construction of the 
Schoolhouse Park Stage. (For more  
on GICCA, see page 17.)

The call goes out to islanders to 
match the $15,000 with pledges and/or 
donations in order to complete the proj-
ect, which will provide an outdoor mu-
sic venue at Schoolhouse Park.

The site is nearly ready for the foun-
dation pour, which has been delayed 
due to extreme weather in December 
and January. Following the pour of the 
foundation and concrete footings, the 
next phase will be the erection of posts, 
beams, and walls and the installation of 
the electrical panel and flooring. 

Regrading of the area in front of the 
Stage, where on-ground theater seating 

Challenge Grant Offered for  
Schoolhouse Park Stage

Letty and Noel Montoya and Ivan Kaliban drafted and engineered 
the Stage design.

will be available, 
will take place 
once the building 
is completed. The 
goal is to have the 
Stage completed 
by the 4th of July.

Fundraising 
and donations over 
the past five years, 
after the idea of 
the Stage was con-
ceived, have result-
ed in approximate-
ly $12,000, some 
of which has al-

ready been spent for materials and labor. 
In addition, countless hours of vol-

unteer labor and in-kind contributions 
have been donated by scores of island-
ers. Brown estimates the remaining con-
struction will require about $30,000 to 
complete, and he hopes to have a main-
tenance fund to sustain the building. 

GICCA, the official sponsor of the 
project, has pledged to cover up to 
$30,000 in expenses while the funds are 
being raised in order to expedite con-
struction. The building permit issued 
by the county for the design—which 
was drafted by islanders Letty and Noel 
Montoya with the engineering assistance 
of Ivan Kaliban of Anacortes—expires at 
the end of 2015.

Please send your pledge or donation 
(marked to the Stage Project), however  
large or small, to the Guemes Island 
Community Council Association at 
7549 Guemes Island Road, Anacortes, 
WA 98221. Let’s bring the dream of  
live music in the Park to fruition. 

The Anacortes School District is re-
questing the issuance of a bond to fund 
$86.9 million of maintenance and im-
provements to facilities, including re-
pairs for failing roofs, cracked concrete 
walls, and other deteriorating and un-
safe conditions at all elementary schools 
and Anacortes High School. 

School Bond Election February 10
The capital bond calls for the re-

building of an educational wing and 
renovation of Rice Field, Brodniak  
Auditorium, and the gymnasium at  
Anacortes High School.

Ballots were mailed to voters in  
January and must be returned by  
February 10. 
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The Guemes Island Ferry Committee will hold its annual meeting on Sunday, 
February 8, at 2 p.m. at the Community Center. 

Nominations for two positions with expired terms will be accepted. Those are 
held by Sally Stapp-Brigham and Allen Bush Jr.; both are running for reelection. The 
position currently held by Laura Ferguson, appointed in December to fill Anne Casper-
son’s slot, will also be open for nominations per rules of the committee’s charter. Laura 
will run for election. Casperson resigned in November, citing health reasons. 

The committee will also review the Skagit County Public Works Department staff 
recommendation to increase revenue by $250,000 and will discuss other financial and 
operational issues.

Ferry Committee Annual Meeting on February 8

By Edith Walden
After the third vehicle accident (and 

the second rollover) near the west end of 
Edens Road within six weeks, an island 
man was arrested at the scene for inves-
tigation of driving under the influence.

According to documents from the 
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office, at ap-
proximately 11:30 a.m. on November 
26, dispatch notified Deputy Hendrick-
son of the accident. When he arrived 
on Guemes at 12:10 p.m., the Guemes 
Island Fire Department had already re-
sponded to the scene of a single-vehicle 
accident at the very west end of Edens 
Road, where it runs downhill into West 
Shore Road. The deputy found a white 
Ford F150 pickup rolled over onto its 

Man Walks Away From Rollover Accident
top in a steep ravine.

Fire personnel stated that the driver 
had refused treatment and had walked 
away. Deputy Hendrickson apprehend-
ed the driver further east on Edens 
Road and administered a breath test, 
which registered a blood alcohol con-
centration of .321 percent (.08 is the le-
gal limit in Washington).The driver was 
arrested and taken to the Skagit County 
Jail, then to Skagit Valley Hospital for 
a court-ordered blood draw, and then 
back to the jail to be booked. Records 
indicate the driver was driving with a 
suspended license. The truck was not 
registered in his name. The registered 
owner was contacted and informed  

that the vehicle was probably totaled 
and would be impounded.

In October, two young men, 21 and 
22, were involved in a rollover accident 
in their Volkswagen quite near the scene 
of the truck accident. Both suffered mi-
nor injuries and were treated at Island 
Hospital. A sheriff’s deputy responded 
to the scene, and the driver was cited 
for driving too fast for road conditions 
and for operating a vehicle without li-
ability insurance. An unreported acci-
dent involving a pickup truck also oc-
curred around the same time, at the 
intersection of Edens Road and West 
Shore Drive. The truck reportedly hit a 
tree late at night.

In both cases, the vehicles were re-
covered with islanders’ help. 

By Win Anderson
Preliminary research into options 

for a permanent office/workshop will 
be shared with members of the Guemes 
Island Historical Society at the regular 
monthly meeting on Monday, February 
9, at 7 p.m. at the Church.

Over the past two months, the soci-
ety’s building committee has looked into 
the possibility of expanding the Com-
munity Center. Gary Curtis, who di-
rected the recent seismic upgrades to the 
Hall, provided drawings showing how 
the Hall could be expanded to provide 
for the society’s most critical needs as 
well as storage space for the Community 
Center (chairs, tables, stage). 

The committee has outlined a long-
term, three-step plan for reaching the 
ultimate goal of bringing a museum to 
the island. Office space is considered a 
priority, followed by storage space for 
the society’s growing collection of island 
artifacts. The third goal is a modest, 
community-appropriate museum for 
displaying the collection. For the time 
being, the society keeps its computer, 
printer, paper documents, and original 
photos in a closet at the Church; most 
artifacts are in private storage. 

The public is welcome at all meet-
ings of the Historical Society. 

Historical Society Moves 
Toward Building Goal
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beauty of the 60-foot arcs of spume 
crashing over beach houses onto 
Guemes Island Road. Carol and How-
ard Pellett observed inch-thick sheets of 
ice on their seaside windows. Tempera-
tures barely got above freezing for four 
days.

The storms weren’t over. Strong 
southeast winds struck twice in the sec-
ond week in December (see “Notes 
From a Storm” below right).

But wait, there’s more. On January 
4, a two-day storm brought 14-m.p.h. 
winds with gusts to 20, measured at 
the Nootka station, which also record-
ed 1.71 inches of rain on the 4th. That 
same day, Kim Stamper—who has 
been taking rain measurements for five 
years—recorded 3.5 inches (not a typo!) 
of rain from about midnight to 8 a.m.

As the Tide went to press, the Noot-
ka station had registered 4.96 inches of 
rain in January; Kim Stamper report-
ed an astounding 12 inches at the Sec-
tion Avenue site—this in a month that 
is currently proving to be unseasonably 
warm, in addition to wet. Go figure. 

WILD WEATHER
(continued from page 1)

By Win Anderson
When the National Weather Service issued warnings of another major storm on 

December 11 (after the Thanksgiving-weekend winter whammy), it got my atten-
tion: “Expect winds over northern Puget Sound 35 to 45 m.p.h., sustained, with gusts 
to 75 . . . up to another inch of rain . . . Pineapple Express . . .”

I took notes.
9:15 a.m.: Heavy rain, dark sky, followed by ominous silent calm lasting un-

til noon, when another short gully washer struck, cutting visibility across Guemes 
Channel to near zero. 

By 2:30 it was over. After another hour the clouds parted over Anacortes with 
the sun breaking through to slather the stilled channel with a brilliant glow.

It was a teaser.
By 3:30 heavy black cumulus clouds looming from the southwest swallowed the 

sun, leaving no trace other than a high, dying, silvery outline.
Two hours later, the temperature was 54 degrees, read by flashlight in the deep, 

still darkness. It took three hours for a light breeze from the southeast to build to 
20–25 m.p.h.*

By 9:30 house lights flickered in gusts estimated in the 30- to 35-m.p.h. range. 
Twenty minutes later, with the wind peaking, cable TV went on life support. The 
south-facing storm door bristled in the face of snarling gusts. I couldn’t open it 
without breaking something. 

I retired at 10 p.m. as the house throbbed with occasional menacing shudders—
the language of fear. Jack Smith later informed us the power at Saddlebag Lane died 
around 11 p.m. I didn’t notice it until 4 a.m. By 5 it felt like a new world. Eerie si-
lence. It was over.

I called Puget Sound Energy at 8:20 a.m. Following a recorded list of outages 
featuring virtually every service area in Northwest Washington, I was told (by a hu-
man) regarding Guemes: “There is no estimated time for service restoration. . . .”

Estimated time for generator restoration: about five minutes. 
Puget Sound Energy finally hit the “on” switch for this part of the island a lit-

tle after 10:30 a.m. Saturday. We had survived 36 hours of . . . a pleasant interlude 
from our routine? What? It wasn’t the worst storm Guemes had endured in recent 
years, by far. But still . . .

Time for a hot shower. 
*Wind speeds estimated by “feel.” 

Notes From a Storm

•• High tides in late November and 
early December: 8.9 feet

•• Guemes high temperature in 
November (Nov. 27): 60°F

•• Guemes low temperature in 
November (Nov. 29): 24°F

•• Seattle, 76-year record high for 
Dec. 10: 66° F (62.2°F on Guemes)

•• Guemes PSE customers affected 
by an outage caused by a wire down at 
the landing: 255 (service was disrupted 
at 10:33 p.m. Dec. 11 and restored at 
10:33 a.m. Dec. 13)

•• Peak gust recorded at Fredonia, 
Highway 20 (Dec. 11–12): 58 m.p.h.

•• Whidbey Island peak gust (Dec. 
11–12): 69 m.p.h.

After a big storm on December 8, there was water all over this property at the west end of 
Edens Road.

A Few Weather Numbers

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting, 

February 9, 2015,   
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  

Public welcome.
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The Betty 
Crookes Guemes 
Gold Scholarship 
Committee in-
vites Guemes Is-
land high-school 
juniors and se-
niors and their 
parents to attend 
a meeting on 
Thursday, Febru-
ary 19, at 7 p.m. 
at the Guemes 
Island Commu-
nity Church. 

At the meet-
ing, the commit-
tee will hand out packets containing ap-
plications for this year’s scholarships and 
will explain the application process and 
answer questions. 

Three scholarships will be awarded 
to high-achieving students in May. The 
Gold Award of $1,500 will be given to a 
senior. The Silver Award of $1,000 and 
Bronze Award of $500 may be given to 
a junior or a senior. For more informa-
tion, contact Jan Ebersole at 299-4322 
or Janice Veal at 293-3721.

The scholarship program was started 
24 years ago by Betty Crookes and other 
members of the Guemes Island Wom-
en’s Club. For 17 years, the Women’s 
Club raised money for the awards. The 
club then disbanded, and now various  
island organizations and individuals 

Guemes Gold Scholarship Applications 
Ready for Juniors and Seniors

contribute to the fund. 
The Women’s Fellowship and 

Guemes Connects have made generous 
contributions. This fall, the Guemes Is-
land Property Owners Association spon-
sored the Fall Festival and gave the pro-
ceeds to the scholarship fund. 

The members of the Scholarship 
Committee are Jan Ebersole, Julie Hop-
kins, Don Passarelli, Carol Pellett, Susan 
Rombeek, Janice Veal, and Betsy Ock-
well, Betty’s daughter. The committee 
thanks the organizations and individuals 
for their contributions of over $2,000 
last year. 

To donate, send contributions to  
the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Schol-
arship Fund, 5308 West Shore Road, 
Anacortes, WA 98221. 

By Edith Walden with Nancy Fox
With four new members and new 

leadership, the Guemes Island Planning 
Advisory Committee (GIPAC) is ac-
tively working with Skagit County staff 
to change code requirements in order 
to reflect the county’s 2010 adoption of 
the Guemes Island Subarea Plan. 

Of the 119 policies identified in the 
plan, 15 are listed with the mandatory 
language of “shall”; the rest are advisory 
“shoulds.” A copy of the plan is available 
on the GIPAC website on linetime.org.

Planning Committee Works to Implement Subarea Plan
Two committees were formed—one 

to study land-use and shoreline issues 
and another to research water-resource 
policies.

Chair Nancy Fox and treasurer Hal 
Rooks met twice with Skagit County 
Planning and Development Services Di-
rector Dale Pernula, Senior Planner Kirk 
Johnson, and Deputy Prosecuting At-
torney (civil) Ryan Walters. The coun-
ty staff expressed appreciation for the 
positive and specific approach GIPAC 
is taking, along with their knowledge, 

commitment, and civility.
GIPAC will propose the following 

amendments to the Skagit County Code 
and Seawater Intrusion Policy so that 
the code and policy comply with the ad-
opted recommendations from the Sub-
area Plan. 

The complete wording of the 
amendments is available in the min-
utes from the January 5 meeting at the 
GIPAC website.

Land-use amendments
• Eliminate density bonuses in Con-

servation and Reserve Development 
(CaRD) subdivisions on Guemes.

• Require critical-areas site assessment 
for building permits on Guemes, to ad-
dress potential impacts to groundwater 
resources.

• Involve the county Health Depart-
ment and county hydrogeologist in early 
project review for permits on Guemes.

• Prohibit accessory dwelling units 
where the water source shows signs of 
saltwater intrusion.

• Reduce building heights to 30 feet 
in the rural intermediate zone and in all 
shoreline areas.

• Increase the side-yard setback to up 
to 30 percent of the lot width (with a 
30-foot maximum) on one side of each 
property.

• Ensure that open space areas desig-
nated in a CaRD subdivision are perma-
nently preserved through a covenant or 
easement.

Seawater intrusion  
amendments

• Require water meters for new devel-
opment on Guemes.

• Require that a licensed surveyor de-
termine land elevation prior to the drill-
ing of new wells, so the depth to seawa-
ter can be identified.

• Require individual reverse-osmosis 
systems to be professionally engineered 
and designed, and prohibit the use of 
groundwater in such systems.

GIPAC will next meet on February 
2, at 6:30 p.m. at the Guemes Island 
Community Church. The public is wel-
come to attend. 

Janice Veal (left) addresses guests and scholarship winners Hallie 
Freeman, Alex Bosch, and Sage Olson at last year’s Betty Crookes 
Guemes Gold Scholarship reception.
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Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think readers might want to know 
about more than a month in advance.

•• A Chili Cook-Off will be held on March 14 at the Community Center (see article 
on page 13). 

•• The next island blood drive will be held on April 18. To be eligible for the island 
drive, the last day you may donate blood elsewhere is February 21.

•Save the Date•

Evergreen Lane resident Dana Bet-
tinger married John Jacobs in Washing-
ton, DC, on November 29, 2014. Dana 
is the daughter of Irene Bettinger (also 
of Evergreen Lane) and the late Leon-
ard Bettinger, and is a teacher at Uni-
versity Prep in Seattle. John is the son of 
the late John (Jake) and Susan Jacobs of 
Grand Junction, Colorado. He is a long-
time technical writer and editor at Mi-
crosoft. The ceremony was presided over 
by officiant Laura Saunders (pictured 
above center) of Holiday Boulevard. The 
couple will live in Seattle, with weekend 
trips to Guemes. 

The Community Soup Supper programs continue on the first and third Tues-
days of the month at the Gumes Island Community Church. Soup and bread are 
always provided by volunteers. The meal is served at 6 p.m., followed by the pro-
gram at 7 p.m. 

The February programs will focus on the results of engaging youth with the en-
vironment.

On February 3, the final PBS broadcast from Bill 
Moyers entitled “The Children’s Climate Crusade” will 
be shown. The program highlights some young people 
in Oregon who are mounting a lawsuit based on the 
fate of the Earth. Moyers interviews Mary Christina 
Wood, a legal scholar, who makes an impassioned plea 
for the necessity of atmospheric trust litigation in order 
to protect the environment for our planet’s youth.

On February 17, Anacortes High School student and former Guemes resident 
Nota Tsitsaragos will discuss the exciting whitewater rafting trip she took last sum-
mer down the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon. Nota was one of 11 
youths chosen to help 7 blind or visually impaired young adults make the trip. The 
trip was part of a research project to study natural sound and the importance of 
soundscapes, as well as the effects of pollution on soundscapes. 

Community Soup Supper Schedule

Following a holiday hiatus, the  
popular Gathering Lunch program  
hosted by Guemes Connects resumed  
in January.

Co-coordinators and cooks Lor-
raine Francis and Sharon Hughlitt work 
with rotating cooks Kim Bone, Julie 
deRouche, Judy Fees, Dyvon Havens, 
Holly Green, Gail Messett, Gail Nicolls, 
and Anne Passarelli to produce healthy 
meals every Thursday. They are assisted 
by Edie Clark, Toni Schmokel, and new 
team member Mike Thamert.

For a suggested $4.00 donation, 
guests can enjoy a home-cooked meal 
and conversation with island neighbors  

Gathering Lunches Continue
on Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to  
12:15 p.m. at the Fellowship Hall  
of the Guemes Island Community 
Church. Nurses Juby Fouts, Sue Nichol, 
and Zoanne Hyland assist in giving free 
blood-pressure checks from 11:15 a.m. 
to noon.

On February 5, the main course will 
be oxtail soup. Beef curry will be served 
on February 12, followed by pasta and 
meat sauce on February 19. The last 
meal of the month will be onion chick-
en with brown rice on February 26.

Lunches are available by request for 
shut-ins; contact Lorraine Francis at 
203-8364 or 540-0920. 
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Rooks’s well-presented comments about 
water usage and wastewater disposal, 
visit the GIPAC pages on linetime.org. 
(See the sidebar at right for information 
about making your own comments.) 

To view the entire hearing, see  
tinyurl.com/skagitmj.

Proposal on Homestead Lane
On November 18, 2014, the WSL-

CB granted a Tier 3 producer license 
and a processor license to Miller Mari-
juana Farms, for a site located at 5735 
Homestead Lane on Guemes. The 10-
acre parcel is zoned as rural reserve.

Miller Marijuana Farms LLC was 
first registered as a for-profit corporation 
on October 30, 2013, and lists its cor-
porate office in Renton. Officers of the 
corporation are Michael Shaw, who has 
owned the Homestead Lane property 
since September 2002; Godefroy Guy, 
whose listed address is the same as the 
corporate address in Renton; and Shau-
na Miller of Woodinville.

According to the WSLCB, a Tier 3 
producer license allows the wholesale 
production of marijuana with 10,000 to 
30,000 square feet (up to about three-
quarters of an acre) of “dedicated plant 
canopy.” Most producers of marijuana 
prefer to grow the plant indoors or in 
greenhouses. 

On October 30, 2013, Shaw applied 
to Skagit County for a mandatory criti-
cal-areas assessment for the “future con-
struction of 8 buildings” for commercial 
use. According to county Department 
of Planning and Development Services 
staff, wetlands indicators were observed 
on or within 200 feet of the proposed 
improvements, so a wetlands site assess-
ment was required. The permit applica-
tion has since expired. The Tide’s efforts 
to reach Shaw and the corporation were 
unsuccessful. 

WSLCB requirements
Even though the Skagit County per-

mitting requirements are now on hold, 
with the future unknown, the state has 
certain regulations for producers, pro-
cessors, and retailers, including the fol-
lowing:

• The business cannot be within 1,000 
feet of an elementary or secondary 
school,  playground, recreation center 
or facility, childcare center, public park, 
public transit center, library, or game 
arcade that is not restricted to those 21 
years and older.

• Applicants and financiers are subject 
to criminal-history investigations.

• The application fee for each license 
is $250; if granted, each license costs 
$1,000 and must be renewed annually 
for $1,000.

• Licensees must carry commercial li-
ability insurance of at least $1 million.

• Outdoor production, including 
nonrigid greenhouses, must be enclosed 
by a sight-obscuring wall or fence that’s 
at least eight feet high.

• Each licensed premise must have a 

MARIJUANA GROWING
(continued from page 1)

It’s not too late to comment on county’s marijuana-growing moratorium (see 
article starting on page 1). Because there wasn’t enough time at the first public hear-
ing on January 6 for many speakers to comment, the hearing will be continued on 
Tuesday, February 3, at 10 a.m. at 1800 Continental Place in Mount Vernon. 

Written comments will be accepted until Thursday, February 5, at 4:30 p.m. Send 
comments by email to pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us. Include your comments in the 
body of your email rather than as attachments.

Paper comments must be printed on 8½-by-11-inch paper and labeled “Com-
ments on the Interim Ordinance on Marijuana Facilities.” Mail or deliver them to Plan-
ning and Development Services, 1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon, WA 98273.

County Seeks Marijuana-Moratorium Comments

security alarm system at each perimeter 
point of entry and window, and com-
plete video surveillance and recording 
within controlled areas of the premises 
and the entire perimeter of fencing and 
gates.

• Licensees must record each daily 
application of pesticides to marijuana 
plants or growing media.

• Solid and liquid wastes generated 
during marijuana production and pro-
cessing must be stored, managed, and 
disposed of in accordance with applica-
ble state and local laws and regulations. 
Such wastes must be evaluated against 
the state’s dangerous-waste regulations.

The county now has a year to draft 
regulations that protect the public and 
neighborhoods yet maintain fairness to 
legitimate business owners. 
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Editors’ note: Recent island discussions 
have posed questions about what is a 
medical emergency that qualifies for pref-
erential treatment in being transported 
on the ferry. Our emergency medical 
personnel from the fire department  
share their point of view in this article.

By Gerry Francis, Guemes Island fire  
chief and EMT

A reasonable answer to the question 
about what determines a medical emer-
gency appears in Wikipedia: “A medical 
emergency is an injury or illness that is 
acute and poses an immediate risk to a 
person’s life or long-term health.”

And only the individual or individu-
als involved can make that determina-
tion.

When should I call 911 for a 
medical emergency?

You should call 911 any time you 
believe there is an immediate life threat 
or a risk to a person’s long-term health.

All medical emergencies are time 
sensitive, but two of the most common 
in which people try to drive themselves 
or others to the hospital are heart at-
tacks and strokes. 

Call 911 at the first indication 
of a heart attack or stroke

Do not wait; these conditions do not 
improve with time.

According to fire commissioner and 
retired anesthesiologist Chip Bogosian, 
a heart-attack victim needs to be at a 
cardiac catheterization laboratory (cath 
lab) within 90 minutes of the onset 
of symptoms in order to promote the 
best outcome. The closest cath lab to 
Guemes Island is at Skagit Valley Hospi-
tal in Mount Vernon.

Bogosian advises that a stroke victim 
has three hours from initial symptoms 
to get the best effective treatment. It 
will take about one hour for emergency-
room personnel to determine the proper 
treatment. That leaves EMS providers 
only two hours to get the stroke vic-
tim to the emergency room (ER). Island 
Hospital in Anacortes is the closest ER 
for a stroke victim.

When should I drive myself or 
someone else to the ER?

Only you can answer that question, 
but under no circumstances should you 
attempt to drive yourself to the ER if 
you think you are having a heart attack 
or stroke. Call 911.

If you think you should drive your-
self or someone else to the ER, ask your-
self a couple of questions:

Do I have the training, equipment, 
and capability to care for this patient in 
their present condition? Do I have the 
training, equipment, and capability to 
care for this patient if their condition 
becomes worse? 

If the answer to either of these ques-
tions is no, call 911 and trained EMS 
providers will respond.

What kind of response can I ex-
pect for a 911 medical or  
aid call?

When you call 911, the dispatcher 
will ask a few questions to determine 
the proper type of response needed. For 
a medical call, Anacortes Fire Depart-
ment paramedics and the Guemes Is-
land Fire Department (GIFD) will be 
dispatched, along with the Guemes Is-
land ferry. The ferry will immediately 
return to or remain at the Anacortes fer-
ry dock and pick up the Anacortes para-
medics. The ferry will then be under 
the direction of the paramedics or the 
GIFD until released.

All GIFD members carry pagers and 
radios and receive 911 calls via text mes-
sages on their cell phones. Upon receipt 
of a call, the closest GIFD member to 

the address will respond directly to the 
scene, and another member will go to 
the Fire Station, pick up the department 
ambulance, and proceed to the scene. 

The EMT will evaluate the patient 
and determine the best treatment op-
tion. If it is obvious that transport to 
the ER or evaluation by the paramedics 
is not needed, the paramedics and ferry 
will be released. If transport to the ER is 
required, the patient will be placed on a 
stretcher. Depending on the estimated  
time of arrival of the paramedics and 
the nature of the call, the patient may 
be transported to the ferry landing for 
evaluation and transferred to the care of 
the paramedics, or we may wait for the 
paramedics to arrive at the scene. This 
decision will be made in the best inter-
est of the patient. 

How long does it take to get  
a response?

In 2014, GIFD received a total of 
76 dispatched 911 calls; 50 of them re-
quired medical-related responses (see 
sidebar below). The average response 
time from alarm until arrival on the 
scene for all calls was eight minutes; the 
average time for a GIFD EMT to arrive 
at a medical-related scene was less than 
four minutes.

The average response time for the 
Anacortes paramedics in 2014 during 
ferry operating hours (6 a.m. to 9 p.m.) 
was about 14 minutes, which includes 
the ferry wait and travel times.

After ferry hours, the mode of trans-
port to the ER will depend on the  

What Is a Medical Emergency—and Who Decides?

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Fire Department (GIFD) responded to 50 medical calls in 

2014, an increase of about 50 percent from the 34 calls it answered in 2013. GIFD 
also responded to 21 fire and hazard calls (some of which were false alarms), 2 motor 
vehicle accidents, 1 animal rescue call, and 2 marine search and rescue requests, for a 
total of 76 responses. The department responded to a total of 55 calls in 2013. 

At the Fire Commissioners’ meeting on January 12, Diane Murray was hired as 
secretary for the commissioners. Murray replaces Jodi Meekins, who resigned to take 
another job. Jodi will continue for three months while she trains Diane. The part-time 
position pays $418 per month.

The commissioners voted to raise Fire Chief Gerry Francis’s salary by $100, to 
$750 per month.

Medical Calls Up Almost 50 Percent in 2014

(continued on page 11)
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When What Time Where Contact

Mondays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221
Zumba* 9:00	  -‐	  10:00	  am Hall Elke	  Macartney	  770-‐7831
Yoga 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm Hall Sue	  Gwost	  293-‐5708

Wednesdays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221
Zumba* 9:00	  -‐	  10:00	  am Hall Elke	  Macartney	  770-‐7831
Kundalini	  Yoga 5:00	  -‐	  6:30	  pm Church Constance	  Mayer	  299-‐3358
Yoga 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm Hall Sue	  Gwost	  293-‐5708

Fridays Strength-‐Building	  Group 7:30	  -‐	  8:15	  am Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221

Feb.	  1,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271
Feb.	  2,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation 9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530
Groundhog Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Day GIPAC 6:30	  pm Church Patty	  Rose	  206-‐660-‐7697

A	  Course	  in	  Miracles	  Study	  Group 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm 4709	  S	  Shore	  Dr Cleo	  Bouffiou	  466-‐1382
Feb.	  3,	  Tues. Brown	  Bag	  Book	  Club 1:30	  pm Passarelli's Connie	  Snell	  708-‐3589

Community	  Soup	  Supper:	  The	  Children's 6:00	  pm Church Connie	  Snell	  708-‐3589
	  	  Climate	  Crusade	  
Meditation 6:30	  -‐	  7:30	  pm 7133	  Glencoe	  Ln Jon	  Prescott	  929-‐6996

Feb.	  4,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship/Quilting 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549
Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Feb.	  5,	  Thu. Gathering	  Lunch:	  Oxtail	  Soup 11:30	  am	  -‐	  12:15	  pm Church Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364
Men's	  Book	  Club 7:00	  pm Church George	  Meekins	  840-‐9391

Feb.	  6,	  Fri. Meditation 8:00	  -‐	  10:00	  am 7133	  Glencoe	  Ln Jon	  Prescott	  929-‐6996
Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Feb.	  7,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Feb.	  8,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271

Ferry	  Committee	  Annual	  Meeting 2:00	  pm Hall Steve	  Orsini	  293-‐5689
Feb.	  9,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation 9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Fire	  Commissioners	  Meeting 7:00	  pm Fire	  Hall Chip	  Bogosian	  293-‐2760
Historical	  Society 7:00	  pm Church Carol	  Deach	  708-‐2726

Feb.	  10,	  Tues. Meditation 6:30	  -‐	  7:30	  pm 7133	  Glencoe	  Ln Jon	  Prescott	  929-‐6996
Knitting	  Night 7:00	  pm Pellett's Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Feb.	  11,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship/Quilting 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549
Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Feb.	  12,	  Thu. Gathering	  Lunch:	  Beef	  Curry 11:30	  am	  -‐	  12:15	  pm Church Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364
Men's	  Book	  Club 7:00	  pm Church George	  Meekins	  840-‐9391

Feb.	  13,	  Fri. Meditation 8:00	  -‐	  10:00	  am 7133	  Glencoe	  Ln Jon	  Prescott	  929-‐6996
Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

All	  events	  listed	  are	  open	  to	  the	  public	  (some	  require	  preregistration).	  	  Asterisk	  (*)	  indicates	  fee	  for	  event.

Regularly	  Scheduled	  Exercise	  Classes

Island	  Events	  by	  the	  Day
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When What Time Where Contact

Feb.	  14,	  Sat. GIPOA	  Board	  Meeting 9:30	  am Library Howard	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Valentine's	  Day Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Feb.	  15,	  Sun. Church	  Service 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271
Feb.	  16,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530
Presidents'	  Day Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

A	  Course	  in	  Miracles	  Study	  Group 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm 4709	  S	  Shore	  Dr Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221
Library	  Book	  Club 8:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Feb.	  17,	  Tues. Community	  Soup	  Supper:	  Nota	  Tsitsaragos	   6:00	  pm Church Connie	  Snell	  708-‐3589
	  	  White	  Water	  Rafting	  -‐	  The	  Grand	  Canyon
Meditation 6:30	  -‐	  7:30	  pm 7133	  Glencoe	  Ln Jon	  Prescott	  929-‐6996

Feb.	  18,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship/Quilting 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549
Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Feb.	  19,	  Thu. Gathering	  Lunch:	  Pasta	  &	  Meat	  Sauce 11:30	  am	  -‐	  12:15	  pm Church Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364
Chinese GICCA	  meeting 7:00	  pm Hall Kathleen	  Phillips	  299-‐0068
New	  Year
Feb.	  20,	  Fri. Meditation 8:00	  -‐	  10:00	  am 7133	  Glencoe	  Ln Jon	  Prescott	  929-‐6996

Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Feb.	  21,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Feb.	  22,	  Sun. Church	  Service:	  Helen	  Folsom 9:30	  am Church Yadi	  Young	  293-‐9271
Feb.	  23,	  Mon. Nidra	  Yoga	  Meditation	   9:30	  am Church Anne	  Jackets	  293-‐0530

Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
Cemetery	  Commissioners	  Meeting 6:00	  pm Fire	  Hall Angie	  Veal	  941-‐1930
Healthful	  Living 6:30	  -‐	  8:00	  pm Church Dyvon	  Havens	  293-‐0221

Feb.	  24,	  Tues. Meditation 6:30	  -‐	  7:30	  pm 7133	  Glencoe	  Ln Jon	  Prescott	  929-‐6996
Knitting	  Night 7:30	  pm Pellett's Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Feb.	  25,	  Wed. Women's	  Fellowship/Quilting 11:00	  am Church Anne	  Passarelli	  299-‐2549
Library	  open 2	  -‐	  4	  and	  6	  -‐	  8	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Feb.	  26,	  Thu. Gathering	  Lunch:	  Onion	  Chicken	  with 11:30	  am	  -‐	  12:15	  pm Church Lorraine	  Francis	  293-‐8364
	  	  Brown	  Rice

Feb.	  27,	  Fri. Meditation 8:00	  -‐	  10:00	  am 7133	  Glencoe	  Ln Jon	  Prescott	  929-‐6996
Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128

Feb.	  28,	  Sat. Library	  open 2:00	  -‐	  4:00	  pm Library Carol	  Pellett	  293-‐8128
To	  add	  your	  event,	  email:	  calendar@guemestide.org	  (by	  the	  15th	  of	  the	  month).
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patient’s condition and the arrival of the 
ferry crew and paramedics and might 
involve Airlift Northwest.

“I don’t want to bother you”
A comment that we hear all too of-

ten is “I don’t want to bother you in the 
middle of the night” or “I don’t want to 
bother you with a call that may not be 
necessary.”

The Guemes Island Fire Department 
is an all-volunteer organization that is 
dedicated to helping our island neigh-
bors. When we joined the department, 
we were well aware that we could and 
would be called at any time of the day 
or night if any of our neighbors needed 
help. 

We are on call 24/7/365—even 
when the Seahawks are playing.

All members except support staff 
have been or are being trained to Wash-
ington State Firefighter 1 level, and we 
currently have seven fire-department 
members who are Washington State cer-
tified EMTs.

We are always happy to respond and 
would rather respond to an unnecessary 
call than be called too late. 

We also respond to what is called 
a “citizen’s assist.” An example of this 
would be if you or a loved one has fallen 
and can’t get up. Call 911 and request 
a citizen’s assist. We have assisted with 
animal rescues and faulty smoke alarms 
under this category.

Above all, please remember: never 
hesitate to call 911. 

MEDICAL EMERGENCY
(continued from page 8)

Houser Pleads Guilty, Owes Restitution
By Edith Walden

On September 19, Ryan M. Houser, 35, pleaded guilty to one gross misdemeanor 
charge of malicious mischief in the third degree in a plea-bargain arrangement. Previ-
ous charges of felony assault in the second degree with a deadly weapon and a gross 
misdemeanor charge of driving under the influence were dismissed.

Skagit County Superior Court Judge Michael Rickert accepted the plea bargain 
and sentenced Houser to 364 days in jail, with credit for 10 days served, and suspend-
ed the remaining days.

In a restitution hearing on December 3, Superior Court Judge Susan Cook ordered 
Houser to pay Steven Griggs $1,151.65 in compensation for damaged vehicle tires. 
Legal financial obligations of $737 were also ordered.

According to court documents, Houser, a former island resident and executive 
chef at an island restaurant, was involved in an altercation with Griggs on May 6 in 
Seaway Hollow, where he was arrested after crashing his car into a ditch. For more on 
the case, see the June 2014 issue, page 8.

Lynn Prewitt taught a silk-dyeing workshop at the Women’s Fellowship on January 21. Left: 
Lynn (right) and Bea Cashetta display some of the scarves the group made. Right: Terre 
Scappini hand-dyes a silk scarf.

Silk Scarves to Dye For
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By Edith Walden
At the Community Center on December 13, 107 hap-

py islanders and guests were served 54 pounds of turkey, 
20 pounds of ham, 35 pounds of potatoes, and a plethora 
of delicious potluck side dishes at the annual Community 
Holiday Dinner. 

The turkey, ham, and potatoes were donated by the 
Guemes Island Community Church and prepared by Anne 
Casperson, Julie Pingree, and David Rockwood, with help 
from Emma Schroder and Carol Steffy. 

Santa and Mrs. Claus were so excited that they came a 
little early this year to visit with children and give them gifts 
of books.

Prior to dinner, activities for kids were organized at 
the Guemes Island Community Church. Kathy Finks and 
Dyvon Havens helped children decorate cookies, Carol 
Steffy taught the young ones how to make beeswax candles 

Santa Comes to Dinner, Along With Islanders Young and Old
and decorate them, and Carol Deach helped them make orna-
ments inside clear balls.

The all-island event was enhanced by participation from 
island organizations: the Ferry Committee, led by Bud Ull-
man, set up tables and chairs; Toni Schmokel, assisted by 
Sally Stapp-Brigham, decorated the tables and the Hall; the 
Guemes Island Fire Department strung festive lights on the 
outside of the building; CERT and the Guemes Island Li-
brary provided beverages; men from the Church and the com-
munity did the dishwashing; the Guemes Island Property 
Owners Association cleaned up the Hall after the event; and 
Mike and Suzie Gwost and George Park played music during 
the cleanup.

Yadi Young deserves commendation for again organizing 
the popular event so efficiently, allowing islanders to celebrate 
our community and neighbors in such a warm, festive, and 
delicious way. 
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The Guemes Island Environmental Trust (GIET) will sponsor a creativity contest for 
Skagit County young people aged 15 through 20. The contest, now in its fourth year, 
will offer prizes totaling $3,000.

This year’s topic is “How can my school be in the forefront of solutions for climate 
change?” Entries may be in the form of essays, poems, music, video, or visual arts. The 
deadline for applications is April 15. Application forms and further information are 
available at gietrust.org or by calling Carol Pellett at 293-8128.

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

Are You Ready for 

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies

Guemes Island 
Renewable Energy Tours

Renewable Energy?
Consultations 
with Ian Woofenden

Energy Efficient 
Home Strategies

Renewable 
Energy Systems

The Guemes Island Community Council Association (GICCA) will sponsor an 
island Chili Cook-Off on Saturday, March 14, starting at 5 p.m. at the Community 
Center. 

For $5.00, you can sample and eat chili and vote for your favorite chili. An 
award—and bragging rights—will go to the cook of the Guemes Island Award-
Winning Chili.

With the many excellent cooks on Guemes, the competition might be stiff. Five 
years ago, Karen Everett won first place in the Ninth Annual Brown Lantern Ale 
House Super Bowl Chili Cook-Off.

More details will appear in the March issue of the Tide.
For more about GICCA, see the article on page 17. 

Chili Cooks Will Square Off in March

GIET Sponsors Creativity Contest

Facing page, clockwise from 
top left: Will Prewitt makes 
a transparent decoration as 
mother Leslie Tysseling looks 
on; Xianna Kelley (left) and Bet-
ty Woolworth visit with Santa; 
Betty Woolworth decorates 
cookies; and David Rockwood 
helps prepare food. Above: 
Islanders help themselves to 
the bountiful food. Right: From 
left, Xianna Kelley, Danni Snell, 
and Maya Snell Leon Guerrero 
make beeswax candles. Photos 
by Win Anderson, except Santa 
photo by Wendell Phillips.
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By Edith Walden
Many people who were still experiencing power outages from the fierce storm 

on November 29 took happy shelter that night at the 28th Woodchoppers’ Ball at the 
Community Center. 

Fed by a bountiful community potluck and entertained first by a pianist and 
young violinist at the open mic, early arrivals got warmed up for the main event— 
the Scott Pemberton Trio, from Portland. 

During music breaks, raffle winners were selected and given prizes donated by 
numerous island and local businesses. Gift certificates and items such as splitting 
mauls, crab pots, cooked crab, and a Radio Flyer were given by businesses and indi-
viduals too numerous to name.

Eight ricks (a rick is one-third of a cord) of firewood went to raffle winners Sandra 
Dee, Patsy Good, Larry Macurda, Jill Osborne, George Park, Shawna Sparrow, and two 
people named Taylor and Vellon (sp.?), according to Suzie Gwost. Led by Mike, the 
Gwost family organized and sponsored the event.

The ball raised $674 for the Schoolhouse Stage project, and that sum was 
matched with $670 by Mark Linnemann, on behalf of the Guemes Island Resort, for 
the Stage. (See related article on page 2.)

By Janice Veal
The Guemes Island Historical Society sponsored the Holiday Bazaar at the 

Guemes Island Community Church and Community Center on November 29, 
on a very cold and windy Saturday. There was a large crowd in the morning, but 
at midday the windstorm knocked out the power at the Community Center and 
Church. 

Lorraine Francis knew how to start the generator at the Church, so lights and 
heat were quickly restored. The Community Center was without power for about 
an hour until Puget Sound Energy was able to restore it. A few of the 30 vendors, 
not sure when the power was going to be back on, packed up early and headed 
home. 

The Historical Society sold 2015 calendars that feature log cabins on Guemes. 
The entire press run of 150 calendars sold out, thanks to the tireless work of Carol 
Deach, who not only directed the publication of the calendar for the second year 
but worked the ferry line to sell the remainders in a quest to get them in the hands 
of islanders by mid-January. About $1,500 was raised at the Holiday Bazaar; the 
funds will pay for the bronze plaque that the society gave to the Community  
Center to commemorate the 100th birthday of the Hall, as well as for operating  
expenses and to bolster the society’s building fund. 

On February 20, Marv and Alice 
Shoultz will celebrate their 65th wed-
ding anniversary. 

The longtime islanders were married 
in 1950 by a justice of the peace and 
then went to dinner at Ivar’s. Daugh-
ter Carol Deach reports that the couple 
intends to celebrate their anniversary 
quietly alone at an undetermined restau-
rant. “We started out with just the two 
of us,” Carol reports Alice saying, “and 
we’ll celebrate with just the two of us.” 
No hoopla allowed. 

To see photos of the couple on their 
engagement day in 1948, see page 18 of 
the March 2014 Tide. 

Bettie Woolworth turns 4 on  
     February 3.
Logan Peterson turns 14 on 
     February 16.
Adam Bosch turns 11 on February 19.
Henry Greenlaw turns 5 on 
     February 21.
Lalon McLean turns 10 on February 24.
Katherine Butler turns 14 on 
     February 26.
Jacksen Greenlaw turns 3 on 
     February 28.
     (Editors’ note: This section lists birth-
days of youngsters with island connec-
tions turning 16 or younger. To get a 
family member added, contact us at 
editorial@guemestide.org or 299-9999.)

Island 
Birthdays

Marv and Alice Shoultz 
to Celebrate 65  

Years of Marriage

Woodchoppers’ Ball Keeps ’Em  
Warm and Happy

Holiday Bazaar Gets Blown Away
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By Nick Allison
Last summer, New York actress Jody 

Prusan was visiting part-time islanders  
Les and Nancy Larsen on Guemes. On 
a walk up the Mountain, she saw a stick 
that caught her fancy. She took it home, 
thinking it might make a good cane for 
someone.

A few months later, she was cast as 
Mrs. Cratchit in the WorkShop Theatre 
Company’s production of a new musi- 
cal version of Dickens’s A Christmas 
Carol. When she learned that Tiny Tim 
needed a crutch, she brought in her 
Guemes stick—and the cast and direc-
tor loved it.

So from December 11 through 21, 
on West 36th Street in Manhattan, 
a Guemes-grown stick—customized 
with some padding—helped Tiny Tim 
(played by Stephen Sayegh) deliver his 
message of “God bless us, every one!” 

The Cratchit family onstage in New York: 
from left to right are Mrs. Cratchit (Jody 
Prusan), Belinda (Kate Kitchin), Martha 
(Tara Henderson), Tiny Tim (Stephen 
Sayegh) with Guemes-grown crutch, Peter 
(Cody Keown), and Bob (Robert Meksin).

From Mountain to Manhattan: Local Stick Makes Good

By Nick Allison
On December 27, eight intrepid birders braved a rainy morning (though the af-

ternoon cleared off) to count birds on Guemes as part of the 115th annual Christ-
mas Bird Count, sponsored by the National 
Audubon Society. The local effort is orga-
nized by the Skagit Audubon Society.

Islanders Sue Gwost and Dyvon Ha-
vens were joined by Tim Manns and Brenda 
Cunningham of Mount Vernon, John Day 
of Sedro-Woolley, Kathleen Kaska of Ana-
cortes, Kathryn Gunther of Port Townsend, 
and Mark Hopey of North Carolina. In all, 
they saw or heard 1,994 individual birds of 
62 different species—an increase over 2013’s 
1,206 birds of 53 species and 2012’s 1,317 
birds of 59 species. Tim Manns, who orga-
nized the Guemes count, surmises that the 
higher number is attributable to more ob-
servers participating.

The counts were topped by 375 pine siskins, 270 European starlings, 130 Amer-
ican robins, and 108 dark-eyed (Oregon) juncos.

Information about the Skagit Audubon Society is at skagitaudubon.org. 
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Christmas Bird Count Hits New Heights

Birders tallied 26 chestnut-backed 
chickadees on Guemes as part of the 
Christmas Bird Count.
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•  in memoriam •

Betty Czebotar, a longtime resident 
of South Shore Road, died November 5 
at the age of 97.

She was born January 18, 1917, in 
Fort Dodge, Iowa. Shortly thereafter the 
family moved to Seattle, where Betty at-
tended school and married Stan Free-
burg, a Seattle police officer. 

When she was 41, Betty’s life 
changed forever when she became a wid-
ow with two teenage children. She hadn’t 
been in the workforce for 20 years. She 
felt her life was over. Faced with the des-
perate need for a job, she found work in 
the Boeing Company mailroom, hired by Ed Czebotar, an ex-
ecutive in the 747 division. 

A romance began that evolved into marriage, “giving her 
respect, admiration, appreciation, and, above all, love,” ac-
cording to family.

Betty and Ed spent more than 20 years together, includ-
ing many glorious days on Guemes after purchasing property 

Norman R. Nash-
em died January 4 at 
home on Guemes. He 
was 89.

Norm was born 
in Seattle to Norman 
and Anne W. Appleby 
Nashem. He graduat-
ed from Queen Anne 
High School, class of 
1943, and then he en-
tered the Marine Corps 
for two years. He at-
tended the University 
of Washington and the 
University of Colora- 
do, graduating in 
1949.

Norm practiced law in the Yakima area for 44 years, also 
serving a term as a municipal judge. 

He was a member of the Rotary Club and the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, where he was presented with the 
Distinguished Service Award in 1952.

He enjoyed skiing, boating, and tennis; held a private pi-
lot’s license; served as commodore of the Fidalgo Yacht Club; 
and was a diver and scuba instructor.

Norm was introduced to Guemes Island in the 1950s 
by his grandparents Oscar and Myrtle Nashem, who built 

Betty Czebotar

Norman Nashem

here in 1968. Both retired in the early 
1980s. Sadly, Ed died in 1983, leaving 
Betty with vivid memories of the happi-
ness they shared together.

“Never believe life is over when 
you’re middle-aged,” she said. “You can 
find happiness when you least expect it. 
Prepare to take that leap!”

Living quietly on Guemes Island, 
Betty—who was known to many as 
Grandma C.—was still getting up by 5 
a.m., chopping her own wood, and stay-
ing physically active into her 80s, living 
across the street from her daughter and 

next door to her son. 
Survivors include son James (Jan) Freeburg; daughter Judy 

(Richard) Hill; sister Patti Antti; grandchildren Shane Hill, 
Tina Fullerton, Cindi Greer, Jodi Gunderson, Tracy Girouard, 
and Steven Bratton; and numerous great-grandchildren. 

Arrangements were in the care of Evans Funeral Home. A 
memorial gathering will be announced at a later date.

a cabin on the South Shore with the help of neighbor Bob 
Benjestorf. 

Norm married Joanne Ernst in 1971, becoming a step-
father to her five children. After retirement they moved to 
Guemes, where Norm enjoyed yachting, acting as a poll 
worker, and meeting with the “Friday Boys.” The couple  
spent winters in Yuma.

His parents and his sister, Norma Prior, preceded Norm in 
death. Survivors include Joanne, his wife of 43 years; brother 
John (Marcy) Nashem; daughters (from a previous marriage 
with Joanna Lagergren) Julia Chandler, Sara (Randy) Karl, 
and Jill (Randy) Wagner; stepchildren Stan (Colene) Gleason, 
Sandy Gleason Daley, Tonia Filliol Schmokel, Jackie Filliol 
Eberly, and John (Denise) Filliol; and 15 grandchildren and  
5 great-grandchildren. 

Joanne and family would like to thank Larry and Sharyn 
Richmond at Heavenly Care Adult Family Home for their 
support and 11-year-old Danni-Lynn Snell for reading to 
Norm, who became her mentor, giving her legal homework 
weekly in her quest to become an attorney. 

A celebration of Norm’s life will be announced later this 
year.

Roslyn Glasser
Roslyn “Roz” Glasser, 69, passed away on January 28 

at her winter home in Tucson after a long illness. A full 
obituary will appear in the March issue.
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Mary Jean (Brado) Earling, a Guemes res-
ident and storekeeper in the 1960s, died De-
cember 31 in Anacortes. 

She was born on October 21, 1929, to 
Glen Otto and Mary Louise Hutton in Ana-
cortes, where she graduated from high school 
with the class of 1947. She married Laird 
“Gale” Brado on July 10, 1948.

Besides raising her four children, Mary 
was active in volunteer work, for organiza-
tions including Children’s Orthopedic Hospi-
tal and March of Dimes. She also worked for 
a time in the Anacortes Middle School cafe-
teria. In 1963, the family moved to Guemes’s 
North Beach, where they opened a store and 
gas station that Mary ran full time.

In 1968, the Brados moved back to Ana-
cortes, where she worked at World Travel  

agency, giving her and Gale the opportunity for international travel. She also 
worked in the deli at Thrifty Foods.

After Gale’s death in 1991, Mary continued to winter in Arizona before she met 
and married Richard “Dick” Earling. She enjoyed reading, gardening, knitting, card 
games, and fishing.

Mary was preceded in death by her son, Dean Laird Brado; her first husband, 
Laird Brado; a brother, Glen Hutton; and second husband Richard Earling.

Survivors include son Kirk (Julie) Brado, daughters Debbie (Frank) Clow and 
Jill (Gage) Evans, and 8 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. 

Services were at the United Methodist Church. Arrangements were under the 
care of Evans Funeral Chapel.

Mary (Brado) Earling
•  in memoriam •

By Edith Walden
Four members of the Guemes Island 

Community Council Association (GIC-
CA) met on January 15.

Because there was not a quorum, no 
voting could take place. 

Newly elected president Kathleen 
Phillips thanked retiring president Ju-
lie Pingree for her three years of service 
as president. Pingree was elected secre-
tary, Lynne Myall as vice president, and 
Norm Prewitt as treasurer. Kelly Bush, 
Jon Petrich, and Rob Schroder will con-
tinue as trustees.

Schoolhouse Park Stage
Mike Gwost reported that he, with 

the help of Tom Butler, had just com-
pleted digging curtain drains around  
the perimeter of the Schoolhouse Park 
Stage site. The drains will help further 
prepare the site for the pouring of the 
foundation. 

Michael Brown reported that work 
to lay the foundation had stalled, pri-
marily because of severe weather condi-
tions in December and January. He an-
nounced that his fundraising efforts to 
establish a $15,000 matching grant to 
help raise the remaining funds to com-
plete construction of the Stage had been 
successful (see article on page 2). 

The council clarified that Brown was 
authorized to hire labor to complete 
construction, to meet the goal of finish-
ing the project by July 4.

Upcoming events
On March 14, the council will spon-

sor a Chili Cook-Off. 
At the event, islanders will be invited 

to sample chili made by island contes-
tants and vote for their favorite recipe 
(see article on page 13).

The annual Talent Show will be held 
on May 9. It’s not too early to start 
brushing off those tap shoes and memo-
rizing those lyrics or lines. 

GICCA Elects New 
Officers, Plans 

Events
Schoolhouse Park Stage 

Project Progresses

This undated photo of the Anacortes “Mosquito Fleet” at the City Dock (predating 
Cap Sante Marina) is the only known image featuring both Harry Rickaby’s Elk, far 
left, and the first ferry Guemes, far right. Guemes Island is in the background. For 
more on the Elk, see “One Hundred Years Ago” in “Looking Back,” page 18.

A Slice of Guemes’s Maritime History
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Edited by Win Anderson

Five Years Ago
A new paper called the Guemes Tide 

publishes its first issue with a mission 
“to connect, inform, amuse, serve, and 
inspire our island community.” Volun-
teers taking on the task say they were 
inspired by the example of the Evening 
Star, which ceased publication after 15 
years with the October 2009 issue.

Headline: “Ferry Landings See $5 
Million Makeover.” The centerpiece  
of the work will be the construction  
of a new terminal building on the  
Anacortes side. 

—Guemes Tide, February 2010

Ten Years Ago
Renowned sculptor Leo Osborne 

returns to Guemes with a new love 
(Jane Lane) and a fresh outlook. Betty 
Crookes writes a feature in welcome.

Jackie Gladish has the honor of re-
leasing Winner, a rehabilitated adult 
bald eagle, in a short ceremony near 
the ferry landing. The bird was found 
by Becky Lindholm and Yvonne Davis 
“locked in a death grip” with another 
eagle. Jackie and husband Andy were 
called to separate the pair for treatment 
at Wolf Hollow Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center, Friday Harbor.

—Evening Star, January  
and February 2005

Fifteen Years Ago
Celebrating a “rolling Christmas 

flotilla” consisting of a GMC pickup 
pulling three lighted boats on trailers 
around the island causes the editor to 
dip into doggerel composition. The  
five-verse piece concludes as follows: 

It couldn’t have been jollier,  
          no matter the cost

So Happy New Year to all . . .  
         and a toast to Mike Gwost.

Alice and Marv Shoultz, “Guemes 
Island’s first couple,” celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary on Febru-
ary 20. Reminiscences include recalling 
their first home, a tiny cottage with an 
electric light in each of the two rooms 
and no plumbing. The couple, now 
prominent ranchers, started with a calf 
and a cow.

—Evening Star, January  
and February 2000

Fifty Years Ago
“A nativity scene [at the Church] by 

the . . . children included Dannie and 
Bob McCracken, Ted Gulick, James 
Kager, and David and Tena Radke. Gary 
Veal, Clive Humble, Kirk Brado, Jill 
Brado, Kari, Gary, and Velma Vallquist, 
Sue Radke, Gail Bohn, Glen, Carol and 
Phyllis Shoultz, and Ted Benjestorf pro-
vided music.” 

—Anacortes American,  
January 14, 1965

Eighty Years Ago
“Some 40 friends and family hon-

ored Guemes pioneer Frank Causland 
on his 80th birthday this week. Mr. 
Causland came to Guemes from Illinois 
in 1886 and . . . claims the distinction 
of never having left the island for more 
than three days at a time in all those 
years.”

—Anacortes American,  
December 27, 1934

One Hundred Years Ago
“Tearing loose from her moorings [at 

City Dock] in the heavy southeast gale 
early this morning, the launch Elk drift-
ed across Guemes Channel and went on 
the rocks near [Cook’s Cove] and is a to-
tal wreck. . . . 

“The Elk has been serving as the 
Guemes Island ferry for the past 2½ 
years. The launch Valentine has been 
chartered as a replacement.” 

—Anacortes American,  
January 7, 1915

“The launch Elk, wrecked earlier in 
the year,  . . . was put in the water last 
Saturday and is now conducting her reg-
ular Guemes ferry run. The craft was en-
tirely rebuilt at the Anacortes Machine 
Works.”

—Anacortes American,  
February 18, 1915

(Editors’ note: Please see related  
photograph on page 17.)


