
June 2014

$2.25

Vol. 5 No. 5

By Tom Murphy
The M/V Guemes returned a half-day early from the latest 

scheduled maintenance, making its first run at 1p.m. on May 
22. The ferry was taken out of service on the night of May 18 
and was scheduled to return on May 23. 

The purpose of the outage was to check the keel cooling 
system for leakage. Since no leaks were found, major repairs 
were not necessary. Ferry Operations Division Manager Ra-
chel Rowe reported that other maintenance items were ac-
complished. A tuneup and the replacement of a broken push 
rod were in store for Engine 1. Engine 2 required a valve ad-
justment. A leaking seal was replaced on outdrive 1 and loose 
and missing bolts were replaced. Even though the keel cooling 
system did not need major repair work, the outage provided 
the opportunity to drain the old antifreeze and replace it with 
new coolant, following a pressure test of the system.

Islanders were happy to see the Guemes return early even 
though the Strait Arrow, and mostly nice weather, provided 
opportunities to catch up with island neighbors as well as to 
be treated to a porpoise show on the Thursday 7:30 a.m. ferry 
from Guemes to Anacortes.

Editors’ note: Our May issue didn’t contain an announcement 
of the forthcoming outage because it was announced after the is-
sue was in the mail. 

Ferry Outage Ends Early

Islanders load onto the Strait Arrow on foot during the three-and-a-
half-day ferry outage.

By Edith Walden
It was a night of rousing entertainment on May 10 when 

the annual talent show was presented by the Guemes Island 
Community Center Association (GICCA).

The Hall was adroitly decorated for the Western theme of 
the evening, and emcees Kathleen Phillips and Julie Pingree, 
appropriately attired in cowgirl boots and bandanas, kept a 
steady patter going between acts, often by asking five-year-old 
Emily Bush to answer Western-themed riddles. She nailed the 
punch lines every time. (Why did the pony have to gargle? 
Because he was a little horse.)

Ginger Orsini 
and her Wild Mus-
tang Marimba 
Group from Mount 
Erie Elementary 
School started the 
evening off with 
three lively tunes 
played by 9 students 
using 11 marimbas, 
with Ginger on 
gourds. Emily Bush 
took the stage to lip-
synch two songs, 
including “Roar.” 
She was followed by 
eight-year-old Blake 
Detering, who sang 
“Let It Go.” Lily-
Rose Day, 11, played 
guitar and sang her 
own lyrics to “Said 
the Raindrop to the 
Seed.”

Adults of an undetermined age Lynn Prewitt and Bea 
Cashetta performed a skit, dressed as burglars who attempted 
to break into a home discovered to be Lynn’s. The skit was a 
promotional one, advertising free acting classes that Lynn and 
Bea are taking in Anacortes.

Six-year-old Xianna Kelley took the stage and sang “Magic 

Guemes Has Talent!

Danni-Lynn Snell steals the show with 
her Elvis impersonation.

(continued on page 19)

ed
ith

 w
a
ld

en
to

m
 m

u
r
ph

y



2     The Guemes Tide     June 2014

Mission Statement
The Guemes Tide is published to 

connect, inform, amuse, serve, and 
inspire our island community.

Subscriptions are $20 a year (10 
issues). You can subscribe online at gue-
mestide.org; or send your mailing address 
and a check made out to The Guemes Tide 
to: The Guemes Tide, 4709 South Shore 
Drive, Anacortes, WA 98221-9579.

Advertising: Space reservations are due 
the 15th of the month preceding issue 
date; camera-ready artwork is due the 
22nd. Contact advertising@guemestide 
.org. 

The Guemes Tide (USPS #014-902) is 
published monthly except in January and 
August by the Guemes Island Histori-
cal Society, Win Anderson, publisher, 
6237 South Shore Road, Anacortes, WA 
98221. Periodical postage paid at Ana-
cortes, Washington.

Contents © 2014 by The Guemes Tide 
and the Guemes Island Historical Society, 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, except 
as otherwise noted. Bylined articles and 
attributed artwork are published by per-
mission, with all rights retained by their 
creators. Opinions expressed are not nec-
essarily those of the publisher. Unsolicited 
manuscripts and artwork dealing with 
Guemes Island and its people are encour-
aged but may not be returned.

Advertising Manager: Tom Murphy
Business Manager: Thea LaCross
Calendar Editor: Lynn Prewitt
Circulation Manager: Dyvon Havens
Contributing Editor: Holiday  
     Matchett
Editor Emeritus: Win Anderson
Editor-in-Chief and Lead Reporter: 
     Edith Walden
Managing Editor and Layout Lead: 
     Nick Allison
Other Members of the Publishing 
     Team: Anne Casperson, Karen  
     Everett, Juby Fouts, Anne Passarelli
Website: Find back issues, subscription 
info, and more at guemestide.org.
Email:    advertising@guemestide.org 
               calendar@guemestide.org 
               editorial@guemestide.org 
               subscriptions@guemestide.org 
Phone:   Leave message at 299-9999.

POSTMASTER:  
Send address changes to The Guemes 
Tide, 4709 South Shore Drive, Ana-
cortes, WA 98221-9579

Letters
Clear, thorough, and not mathy

Thanks to Tom Murphy for his clear 
rendering of the Public Ferry Forum 
proceedings [May Tide, page 1]. As a 
Ferry Committee member, I have pri-
or discussions to help me understand 
the minutia of the Elliott Bay Design 
Group report and the ferry-fare tar-
get computations. His explanation was 
clear, thorough, and not too mathy. I 
would have to have taped the whole 
meeting, printed out a transcript, and 
studied it for a few days, and then still 
couldn’t have made the information as 
clear. Nice job! The islanders are lucky 
to have him as their “explainer.”

—Sally Stapp

Kudos on rescue boat
Hats off to the GIFD [Guemes Is-

land Fire Department] who have finally 
secured a suitable-looking craft for wa-
ter rescue. As the 2011 donor of the re-
jected “custom-made craft” mentioned 

in the May Tide (page 11), I’m naturally 
disappointed it didn’t meet their 2½-
year evaluation. Would I personally have 
selected it for this application? No, I 
wouldn’t have, but when approached by 
GIFD representatives as to the possibil-
ity of donating it for rescue operations, 
I was impressed by fact they were keen 

observers and certainly well intentioned. 
As it happened, I had just received an 
acceptable offer for the purchase of the 
boat, but my respect and admiration for 
GIFD won—they got the boat. Did I 
sacrifice money even though receiving 
a tax deduction? Yes, but was proud to 
do so!  

The boat, by the way, was not some-
one’s backyard creation but was de-
signed by internationally renowned  
Canadian naval architect, Robert Allen, 
for use in our oftentimes hostile waters, 
and professionally built by the firm of 
Canadian Quality Assurance Corpora-
tion in Sidney, B.C.

As a participant in several North 
Beach rescues during the past few years, 
I know this new craft will fill a definite  
need and be manned as can only be 
done by the GIFD. 

—Dave Shannon, North Beach
Editors’ note: The Guemes Island Fire 

Department has consulted with Shannon 
and has given him the choice of how 
to dispose of the surplus watercraft.

New mom says thanks
I am on maternity leave through 

the end of May. My family is deeply 
appreciative of all the excitement,  
support, and generosity of the 
Guemes Island community.

I look forward to seeing every-
one in a few weeks.

—Emily Grober
Editors’ note: Emily is a deckhand on 

the M/V Guemes (see page 6 for the birth 
announcement of her daughter).

An explosive issue
The risk level is high for an explo-

sion at March’s Point—including a po-
tential blast zone of five miles, based 
on multiple derailments of inadequate 
tank cars of volatile Bakken crude in the 
recent year. The Lynchburg, Virginia, 
blast polluted major large-city drinking-
water supplies and came close to blow-
ing up the entire downtown, using the 
newer “safer” rail cars traveling at proper 
speed. Exact figures are hard to learn, as 
the oil companies don’t publish many 

Dave Shannon donated this boat to the fire 
department in 2011.

On page 8 of our May issue, 
we listed two different dates for the 
Spring Talent Show, one of which (May 
10) was correct. We also erroneously 
reported that a GICCA meeting would 
precede the show (by 10 minutes!). We 
apologize for the errors and for any 
confusion they caused.

Correction

(continued on page 5)
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 “I have never met a realtor in my entire life 
who works as hard as you and who goes so far  

out of their way to help people.”  
Homebuyer Bill McCarthey, 6094 West Shore Road 

Karen Everett 

(360) 202-7373 

GuemesIslandExpert.com 

Karen’s clients gave her 10 out of 10 in a recent 
independent customer satisfaction survey.  

 

If you’re thinking of buying or selling on Guemes Island, 
choose a top-ranking agent who lives here and knows it well! 

By Win Anderson
Although the damage is not yet criti-

cal, and not apparent to the casual visi-
tor, deterioration of the meadow near 
the Guemes Mountain summit needs to 
be addressed in the future, according to 
representatives of the Skagit Land Trust. 

Speaking to a group of about a doz-
en dedicated Guemes Island preserva-
tionists at the Hall on May 17, Mike 
Kirshenbaum, the land trust’s steward-
ship director, presented time-lapse slides 
that he said demonstrate the need for an 
action plan to protect the unique flora, 
such as heather and camas, of the popu-
lar hiking destination.

He asked the group for suggestions 
that could be passed on to the trust’s 
board of directors for producing a plan 
outline. 

One of the problems is the fact that 
the glacier-scoured rocky-peak destina-
tion is just above one of the most popu-
lar outlooks, the so-called “valley view,” 
said Kirshenbaum. And traffic between 
the two sites has increased considerably  
since opening the access trail from 
South Shore Road four years ago.

Although there was a broad range 
of opinion among the locals, consensus 
emerged on a few simple concepts:

• Avoid negative or intrusive signage.
• Limit any infrastructure additions 

such as split-rail fencing.
• Where appropriate, use educational 

tools and programs.

Land-Trust Meeting Addresses  
Mountain Damage

• Devise an alternate trail circling the 
feature’s peak, thus inviting visitors to 
see different viewpoints while enticing 
them away from the most fragile areas. 

Some specific comments: In rare 
cases vegetation could be introduced in-
stead of fencing (Rob Schroder); some 
clearing may be required to enhance al-
ternate viewpoints  (Kirshenbaum); in-
crease trails as opposed to infrastructure 
(Ian Woofenden); use landscaping prin-
ciples of “choreographing how people 

move in a given space” (Bob Anderson).
Kit Harma also noted that parties 

of two or three appear to be the most 
respectful. But when the numbers in 
a group get into the six or eight range, 
there seems to be more spreading out 
and less discipline. 

Kirshenbaum pointed out that in the 
spring when the camas is in bloom, it 
is respected. It’s in the heavily trafficked 
late summer, when everything is brown 
and dried out, that the bulbs in the 
ground take a beating. 

Other topics touched on include 
Fire Department access via the old log-
ging road; treating neighboring proper-
ty with sensitivity; parking issues; access 
for people with disabilities; and anchor-
ing such things as purposed rocks or 
logs to avoid their being moved. 

The 70-acre top of Guemes Moun-
tain was the subject of a $2.2 million 
campaign led by the Skagit Land and 
the San Juan Preservation Trusts con-
cluding in 2009. The parcel is the linch-
pin for a total of 550 preserved acres 
stretching from the valley to Square 
Harbor.

Editors’ note: We apologize for not 
publishing a notice of this meeting in  
our May issue, due to an administrative 
oversight (we overlooked an email). 

Wild camas blooms at the summit of Guemes Mountain.
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On May 25, the Guemes 
Island Environmental Trust 
held a reception at the Ana-
cortes Public Library for the 
three winners of its Creativ-
ity Contest.

Alexander Mitchell, a se-
nior at Mount Vernon High 
school, won the top award 
of $1,500 for his poem 
“Stained Black.” Haley  
McNealey, a sophomore at 
Concrete High School, won 
$1,000 for her poem “Our 
Duty.” Mario Irelan, a junior at Mount Vernon High School, won $500 for his  
essay “The Coal Dilemma.”

The contest asked entrants to respond to the issue of how to forbid the trans-
port of climate-destroying coal through Skagit County by submitting essays, poems, 
visual art, film, and other creative media. 

Environmental Trust Grants  
Creativity Awards

From left, Mario Irelan, Haley McNealey, and Alexander 
Mitchell received awards in the Creativity Contest.

By Nick Allison
In early May, Skagit County an-

nounced it had posted on its website a 
series of high-resolution aerial-photog-
raphy images from 1969. The pictures 
cover 835 square miles, embracing the 
entire western portion of the county  
(including Guemes) and a strip up the 
river nearly to Concrete.

The images are remarkably sharp. At 
maximum zoom you can easily discern 
individual trees, shrubs, paths, roads, 
small structures, and other details. 

They were shot by a company called 
Aerometric. According to Joshua Green-
berg, a geographic-information-systems 
specialist with the county, “The Seattle-
based company had recently been pur-
chased by a national firm, and before 
the negatives were packed up and left 
the region we were able to get them to 
scan the originals.”

The resulting scans were then “geo-
referenced,” which lets them integrate 
seamlessly into the county’s iMap sys-
tem (which recently won an industry 
award for Best Online Interactive Map 
in the state). 

To view the aerial images, visit 
skagitcounty.net/Maps/iMap. In the box 
at left labeled “Common Maps,” click 
“Aerial Photography.” You’ll now see 
a menu down the left side containing 
dates and check boxes. To see the 1969 
images, check “1969” and uncheck any 
other dates. You can “grab” the images 
with your mouse to move around, and 
zoom in or out using the plus-minus 
slider on the image.

There’s also a whizzy feature called 
the “transparency slider” that lets you 
quickly compare old and new images. 
Check two different dates in the box at 
left—say, 2013 and 1969. At the very 
bottom of that same box (you might 
need to scroll down within the box), 
you’ll see a slider tool with “100%” at 
the left and “0%” at the right. At 0% 
you’re seeing 2013 imagery; as you pull 
the slider left, the image gradually be-
comes transparent, revealing the 1969 
scene. It’s a great way to see exactly how 
things have changed in 44 years. 

County Posts 1969 
Aerial Images

By Edith Walden
Lieutenant Olivia Snell is the 

Guemes Island Fire Department’s  
woman-of-all-trades. She serves as the 
department’s maintenance technician, 
leads the water rescue unit (see page 11 
of the May Tide), and on May 9 she 
passed her national certification test to 

Olivia Snell Passes EMT Certification
be an emergency medical technician 
(EMT). Snell was also a certified EMT 
when she worked for the U.S. Coast 
Guard in Oregon.

Becoming recertified meant sign-
ing up for a grueling training regimen. 
From January 25 to April 12, she at-
tended classes in Mount Vernon from  
6 to 10 p.m. every Tuesday and Thurs-
day and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. every 
Saturday. (The last ferry sails at 8:30 
p.m. on weekdays, requiring her to stay 
overnight in Anacortes.)

Because most of the calls for first  
responders on the island are medical  
in nature, Snell wanted to be able to  
do more than direct traffic. “The school 
here [run by Skagit County Emergency 
Medical Services and attended primar-
ily by firefighters] is excellent,” she sum-
marized. “There was lots of hands-on 
training, the way I learn best, and lots of 
training with other firefighters. I got a 
lot out of it.”

It’s a significant sacrifice to make 
that kind of commitment, especially for 
a mother of two school-age children. 
The fire department and the commu-
nity are lucky to have her as a volunteer. 
Congratulations, Olivia, and thanks for 
all your service. 

Olivia Snell displays her hard-earned EMT 
certificate.
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LETTERS
(continued from page 2)

By Tom Murphy
The sailing schedule for the peak 

season on the Guemes Island ferry be-
gan on May 20 and will extend through 
September 30 (see the insert enclosed 
in this issue). The biggest change to the 
nonpeak schedule is the addition of 
three runs late Sunday afternoon, with 
the last run of the day coming at 10 
p.m. instead of 8 p.m.

Also on Sunday, the 9:45 and 10:15 
a.m. runs replace a 10 a.m. run, and 
there is a slight modification of the 
schedule between 5 and 6 p.m.

Passenger and vehicle fares all in-
crease during the peak season, with an 
across-the-board $2 increase for vehicles 
under 20 feet and a $.50 to $1 increase 
for passengers. What remain the same 
are the charges for the 25-trip passen-
ger frequent-user punch card and the 
20-trip vehicle-and-driver frequent-user 
punch card. It is important to remem-

Peak Season Returns
ber that these cards are nonrefundable.

There are some hefty increases dur-
ing peak season for oversize vehicles and 
vehicles with trailers. The peak fares es-
calate with the length of the vehicle, 
from a $3 increase for a vehicle over  
20 feet and less than 25 feet to an $18 
increase for vehicles between 60 and 65 
feet. 

The price of the 10-trip convenience 
punch cards for vehicle (under 20 feet) 
and driver increases to $100, and to 
$90 for senior or disabled drivers. You 
may not use your nonpeak 10-trip con-
venience card during peak season. All 
convenience cards, which sell at nondis-
count prices, expire at the next general-
fare increase.

The current fare structure for peak 
and nonpeak trips has been in effect 
since March 2011; the current peak-
season schedule was approved in April 
2012. 

By Edith Walden
On Saturday, June 7, numerous 

guests will be arriving on Guemes for 
the 17th annual Dog Island Run. Run-
ners and walkers will gather at School-
house Park to register. Participants may 
register the day of the race ($20, or $38 
with T-shirt). 

The deadline for online registration 
at dogislandrun.com ($15) is midnight 
on June 4. Youth 14 and under may reg-
ister for free.

At 10:45 a.m., the 10K (6.2-mile) 
run will begin. At 10:55 a.m., walk-
ers will begin the 2-mile (3.2K) walk, 
west on Edens Road. In a little over half 
an hour, the first runners will be head-
ing toward the finish line. Curtis Easton 
won last year in 35 minutes, 56 seconds.

Certified by USA Track & Field, the 
race is one of the most challenging 10K 
races in the state, due to the hills on the 
course. Following the race, awards will 
be given to the top runners in seven age 
divisions. 

The run is hosted by the Guemes  
Island Library, and the event raises 
money for the operation of the Library 

Dog Island Runners, and Walkers, Coming Soon

with its volunteer staff. 
For more information, visit the web-

site or contact race director Trish Brad-
ley at staff@dogislandrun.com. 

Runners of all sizes participated in last 
year’s Dog Island Run. This year’s event is 
on June 7.

damage statistics.
I have talked to many first respond-

ers, the mayor, and the local hospital 
CEO, and there is no disaster plan in 
place. All say that we are woefully un-
prepared. 

Unnamed, unregulated toxins and 
flaming debris could take out Anacortes 
police and fire departments, hospital, 
and high school, as well as creating  
major damage on Guemes.

Safety responders say we would have 
to “shelter in place,” sealing an inner 
room with plastic and duct tape and 
waiting until it’s safe to go out—to a 
possibly toxic, burning world where first 
responders are waiting for outside help 
on Route 20, which would no longer 
exist. Power, ferries, and communica-
tions would likely not be working.

This is no imaginary scenario, but  
is gathered from actual words of local 
officials I have talked to. 

If this gives you the same night-
mares it gives some of us on Guemes, 
please phone or email me (293-3770, 
earthspiritcircle@earthlink.net) for in-
formation and to take action to save 
Anacortes from becoming just another 
Gulf-style oil-port disaster.

—Bob Anderson
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Editors’ note: This section lists island 
events we think readers might want 
to know about more than a month in 
advance.
•• On June 30 through July 3, Science 

Camp will be held for children aged 4 
to 11 (see article above right).
•• On July 4, the parade will start at 

11 a.m. at North Beach, and the hot-
dog sale will begin at noon at School-
house Park.
•• On July 5, the Guemes Island 

Chamber Music Series will perform 
a concert at 7:30 p.m. (see article on 
page 21).
•• On July 13, the Guemes Island 

Ferry Committee will hold a public 
meeting at 2 p.m. at the Community 
Center.
•• On July 19, Howard Pellett will be 

taking your spring-cleaning extras to 
sell at Shipwreck Days.
•• On September 27, the Guemes 

Island Community Center Association 
will host a Black and White Dinner (see 
article on page 12).

•Save the Date•

After sponsoring the popular Fall Festival for the past six years, the Women’s Fel-
lowship, whose membership is dwindling and aging gracefully, has decided to end its 
sponsorship. 

The Fall Festival traditionally occurs the Saturday of Labor Day weekend at the 
Community Center and outside along the sidewalk, attracting local artisans and 
crafters who sell their wares at rented tables. Proceeds from the affair, which average 
about $500, have been donated to the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship fund.

The Community Center has already been reserved for August 29 (for setup) and 
30. Women’s Fellowship members will be happy to train any organization that might 
want to take over the sponsorship of the event. For more information, contact Peggy 
Pair at 293-5022 or Anne Passarelli at passarellia@clear.net.

The Tuesday night Community Soup Supper programs are disbanding for the 
summer. There will be no further programs until the fall, when someone volunteers 
to organize them again.

Now in its fourth year, 
Science Camp for young-
sters ages 4 to 11 is on its 
way to becoming an is-
land institution. Science 
Camp runs from June 30 
through July 3 this year. Is-
land children and grand-
children are invited to at-
tend sessions that run from 
9:30 a.m. until noon each 
morning at the Commu-
nity Center. Attendance is 
free, but advance registra-
tion is required, and a par-
ent or other adult needs to 
be present.  

The program first started with a grant that provided teaching tools, lesson plans, 
and hands-on activities for preschool and primary children to the Guemes Island  
Library from the National Science Foundation. Highly skilled retired educators 
Kathy Finks and Holiday Matchett and children’s librarian Carol Harma have 
planned and led the activities each year. 

Sessions open with songs by Jen and Nat Whitman and end with stories by 
Margaret MacDonald. Children rotate through three sessions, based this year on 
the theme of the five senses with a focus on the brain. While science is empha-
sized, classes also mix in math, literature, art, and hands-on fun. In addition to the 
Library, the Community Center and the Guemes Island Community Church also 
sponsor the event.

To register, contact Kathy Finks at 588-9192 or kfin@earthlink.net.

Science Camp Begins June 30

Amaya Lin Shasserre was born to 
Emily Grober and Brian Shasserre on 
March 21 at 12:25 a.m. She weighed 
7 pounds and 14 ounces and was 19.5 
inches long. Her mother expects to be 
returning to her job as deckhand/purser 
on the M/V Guemes this month (see her 
letter on page 2).

Welcome, Amaya  
Lin Shasserre

Emily Bush and Xianna Kelley examine tidepool creatures 
at last year’s Science Camp.

Fall Festival Seeks New Sponsor

Soup Suppers Done Until Fall



The Guemes Tide     June 2014     7      

Guemes Connects is sponsoring 
a blood drive from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. on Saturday, June 14, at the Puget 
Sound Bloodmobile that will be parked 
outside the Guemes Island Community 
Church. If you have not donated blood 
anywhere else after April 19, you may 
qualify to give blood.

Appointments are preferred, but you 
may also drop by to donate on a time-
available basis. There will be a lunch 
break for the Blood Center technicians 
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

To make an appointment, contact 
Dyvon Havens at 293-0221, Juby Fouts 
at 293-2704, or Lorraine Francis at 
293-8364. 

An afternoon of poetry and music 
will be offered on Sunday, June 22, from 
2 to 4 p.m. at the Fellowship Hall of the 
Guemes Island Community Church. 
Island poets Gary Davis, and Sylvia 
Henderson and former islander Jackie 
Hartwich (and possibly others) will read 
their poetry. Musician Daniel Burnett 
and friends will also play during the af-
ternoon, and light refreshments will be 
provided.

Come celebrate the second day of 
summer with words and notes.

Island artist Sue Roberts is offering two five-
day sessions of art camp this summer for chil-
dren aged 7 to 13. Each session will run Mon-
day through Friday from 9:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Children in the small classes will spend time in 
the studio and on the beach, with activities tai-
lored to each individual’s skill level.
Two sessions

The first session runs from July 21 through 
25. Sue Roberts will help students hand-build an 
art totem pole that can go outside and is easy to 
assemble and disassemble. Janice Veal will help 
students make sketchbooks for drawings, wa-
tercolors, and stamp images from stamps the 
students make themselves. They will also learn 
how to make marbled and decorative papers and 
monoprints.

The second session runs from August 4 
through 8. Sue will help students make self-portrait busts out of clay, which will be 
fired and glazed. Geneviève Castrée will help students make miniature comic books. 
Students will learn storytelling and layout techniques for their handmade books.

The fee for each session is $295 and includes all art materials. Class size is  
limited, so early enrollment is advised. For more information or to enroll, visit 
suerobertssculpture.com or contact Roberts at 293-8878.
Instructors

Sue Roberts has a BFA in ceramic sculpture and was children’s program director 
at the Crealde School of Art for six years. She’s had a successful art career, exhibiting 
at various galleries and juried shows around the country, and recently became asso-
ciated with the Anacortes School District Art Camp.

Janice Veal majored in art and minored in education. She has been an artist-in-
residence in Skagit County schools for more than 20 years. The Anacortes School 
District gave her the Walter A. Brodniak Cultural Education Award in 2000. She 
has also worked with the Anacortes Youth Arts program for 30 years.

Geneviève Castrée is a professional cartoonist and illustrator and has published 
and exhibited her work in Europe, Japan, Canada, and the United States. She loves 
encouraging young artists.

Blood Drive June 14

Island Art Camp at Tower Arts Studio

Danni-Lynn Snell 
(right) reads to 
Claire Richmond, a 
resident in Heav-
enly Care, the island 
adult family home 
run by Sharyn and 
Larry Richmond. 
Danni-Lynn, who 
loves to read and 
teach, has begun 
reading regularly 
to residents at the 
home.

A Shared Moment of Reading

Sue Roberts helps a student at 
last year’s art camp.

Poetry and Music 
On June 22
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By Edith Walden
A felony charge of assault in the sec-

ond degree with a deadly weapon was 
filed by the Skagit County Prosecutor’s 
Office on May 12 against Ryan M. 
Houser, 35. 

At the time of the incident, Houser 
resided on Guemes, where he worked as 
a chef at an island restaurant. Houser is 
also charged with misdemeanor counts 
of malicious mischief and driving under 
the influence. On May 7, Houser was 
arrested in Seaway Hollow and taken 
into custody for 72 hours, after which 
he posted bail of $75,000. He was 
scheduled to be arraigned on May 30.

According to the Skagit County 
Sheriff’s incident report and court docu-
ments, the 911 center received a call at 
11:59 p.m. on May 6 from AAA Road-

Island Man Charged With Assault
side Service advising that they had re-
ceived a tow request from a man who 
reported that he had been beaten up.

Two sheriff deputies arrived by ferry 
on Guemes at 12:56 a.m. and appre-
hended a bleeding Houser two min- 
utes later walking south on Guemes  
Island Road, carrying a two-foot, 
bloody, metal nightstick (later dis-
covered to be nunchucks) and a small 
flashlight. Deputies report that he was 
stumbling and seemed intoxicated and 
disoriented. Houser explained that he 
was leaving his job for another and that 
he had gotten into a fight because he 
was leaving the island. 

Deputies retrieved a bloody pocket-
knife and a large steak knife from Hous-
er. He explained that the steak knife  
was the “mushroom knife” he had been 
using to pick mushrooms that day.

At about 1:05 a.m., deputies were 
informed by 911 dispatch that Steven 
Griggs, 39, had called to report that he 
had been in a fight with Houser, allow-
ing that he had punched Houser several 
times in the face for stealing his back-
packs and slashing his tires. He reported 
that Houser’s Chevy Impala was crashed 
on a road near his house.

On Section Avenue, deputies de-
tained two witnesses to the altercation 
between Houser and Griggs. One wit-
ness told deputies that the two men had 
been arguing about chest size and mon-
ey—“stupid stuff.” The two had arm-
wrestled and the fight went around the 
yard. The witness reported that Houser  

hit Griggs on the head and then left, 
but returned, hit Griggs’s car, and left 
again. After hearing a car door slam, 
Griggs and others went out to Griggs’s 
car and discovered four slashed tires and 
bloody, slashed upholstery. The witness 
reported that both men were bleeding 
and that Houser then tried to run into 
Griggs several times with his vehicle and 
warned that he had a gun. At that point 
the witness says he left the scene but 
later heard a car crash and went to find 
Houser in his crashed vehicle on Seaway 
Hollow Road.

Deputies continued to the scene of 
the accident and ordered a DUI im-
pound tow. A tow truck arrived at 2:15 
a.m. and returned to Anacortes at 3:45 
a.m. with Houser’s car in tow.

Upon arriving at Griggs’s residence, 
deputies noted that Griggs appeared in-
toxicated. Griggs claimed that Houser 
hit him with his car and sent him over 
the hood and into the windshield. He 
stated that Houser had hit him on the 
head, splitting it open with a metal club.

Following Houser’s arrest, a deputy  
escorted Houser to the ferry. En route, 
Houser claimed that he used the met-
al club in self-defense, complaining 
that there were no cops and no law on 
Guemes Island. 

Returning to Anacortes at 1:44 a.m., 
the deputy took Houser to Island Hos-
pital for medical treatment. A legal 
blood draw was taken, and at 3:24 a.m. 
Houser was remanded to the Skagit 
County Jail. 

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

Are You Ready for 

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies

Guemes Island 
Renewable Energy Tours

Renewable Energy?
Consultations 
with Ian Woofenden

Energy Efficient 
Home Strategies

Renewable 
Energy Systems
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Driver Survives Crash Onto Beach

This Chevrolet Silverado flew off South Shore Road and crashed on the beach at about 
3:30 a.m. on May 18. The driver, although injured, walked away.

The crashed truck is removed from the beach at high tide by the 
Island Transporter.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Healy Reinholt turns 14 on June 1.
Marilyn Ramsay turns 83 on June 5.
Bill Westenhaver turns 89 on June 6.
Rose Fraley turns 84 on June 8.
Sidney Grassi turns 10 on June 14.
Olivia Northcutt turns 3 on June 15.
Sam Stamper turns 17 on June 18.
Jim and Fran Morrison celebrate their 
     65th anniversary on June 20.
Juniper Diamond turns 3 on June 25.
Zaden Ogle turns 4 on June 29.
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By Edith Walden

Editors’ note: As the Tide went to press, 
no charges had been filed in the incident 
reported here. The investigating deputy ex-
pects misdemeanor charges to be filed. In 
general, the Tide reports crimes only when 
felony charges are filed against islanders. 
We’re reporting this incident because it was 
a very public event.

On Sunday, May 18, at about 3:30 
a.m., a resident of South Shore Road 
near South Beach Lane was awakened 
by a loud crash. An investigation turned 
up nothing in the visible vicinity. Then 
around 8 a.m., shortly after the first 

ferry run, the resident saw the Guemes 
Island Fire Department arrive and 
watched firefighters and EMTs looking 
over the bank near South Beach Lane.

According to the sheriff’s office in-
cident report, ferry captain Ed McNa-
mee had spotted a silver pickup truck 
crashed on the beach and called 911. 
When first responders approached the 
truck—with a shattered windshield, 
crushed front end, and blood on the  
interior—they found no one in or near 
the vehicle. The vehicle was licensed  
to Andrew T. Larson, 35, and was un- 
insured. 

Skagit County Patrol Deputy John 
Hendrickson arrived at the scene around 

9 a.m. and was ad-
vised that Larson was 
at the residence of 
his mother and was 
injured. After a sec-
ond deputy arrived, 
both deputies accom-
panied EMTs to the 
residence and made 
multiple attempts for 
30 minutes to con-
tact Larson, who had 
gone into the woods. 
They were unsuccess-
ful.

According to cal-

culations provided to the Tide by traffic 
investigators from Skagit County Pub-
lic Works, the truck had been travel-
ing west and left the road at more than 
twice the speed limit (which is 25 mph). 
There are 59 feet of skid marks from 
the right wheel on the chip-sealed pave-
ment. The skid marks end where the 
vehicle left the 21-foot bank and sailed 
through the air for 109 feet before land-
ing upright on a large rock.

At around noon, beach walkers 
found a dog that had been in the pick-
up truck with the alleged driver when it 
crashed. The dog, who had run away af-
ter the accident, was returned to Larson 
and was discovered to have suffered a 
concussion and lacerations on his abdo-
men and rear leg but is expected to fully 
recover.

Because the bank is so unstable in 
that area, Public Works employees ad-
vised that the truck not be towed up the 
bank. At about 5:30 p.m., the Island 
Transporter arrived to tow the vehicle 
from the beach, at a cost of $800.

According to Larson, the following 
day he was admitted to the hospital and 
treated for a laceration on his head, two 
broken ribs, a spinal injury, and a col-
lapsed lung. He was released three days 
later.

Deputy Hendrikson told the Tide 
that Larson would likely be served with 
a citation for leaving the scene of an ac-
cident, which is a misdemeanor. He 
added that failure to carry insurance, as 
well as any attempts to obstruct justice, 
could result in further misdemeanor 
charges. 
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By Edith Walden
Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Schol-

arship awards were given to Hallie Free-
man, Alex Bosch, and Sage Olson at a 
reception on May 4 to honor the win-
ners. The three are juniors at Anacortes 
High School. This is the 23rd year 
the awards have been granted to high-
achieving island juniors and seniors.

Because the Gold Award of $1,500 
is awarded only to seniors, it was not 
granted this year.

Hallie Freeman won the Silver 
Award of $1,000. She has been attend-
ing the Running Start program at Skagit 
Valley College, where she will earn her 
associate degree. She plans to attend 
Washington State University and wants 
to study abroad. Hallie has maintained  
a 3.75 GPA and is on the honor roll.  
Islanders have witnessed her organizing 
skills at numerous island events includ-
ing Halloween parties and the Easter 
Egg Hunts. She loves working with kids. 
She has also volunteered with Summit 
Assistance Dogs and helped with the 
Save the Mountain campaign. She was 
a People to People student ambassador 
to Australia when she was 12. She is the 
daughter of Lisa Torcoletti and Geoff 
Freeman.

Native Guemian Alex Bosch won a 
Bronze Award of $500. Alex has been 
attending the marine maintenance tech-
nology program at the Skagit Valley 
College Northwest Center of Excellence 
for Marine Manufacturing & Technol-
ogy in Anacortes. He plans to finish the 
certification program in marine technol-
ogy. He also has an avid interest in the 

Guemes Gold Awards Presented
stock market and 
ran the school 
store during first 
semester of this 
school year. He is 
a member of the 
Green Club, the 
school’s environ-
mental club. On 
Guemes Alex has 
helped with the 
Easter Egg Hunt, 
Science Camp, 
Halloween par-
ties, and build-
ing the Mountain 

trail. He is the son of Sherri and Jeff 
Bosch.

Sage Olson won a Bronze Award of 
$500. After having been homeschooled 
from kindergarten through 8th grade, 
he has excelled at Anacortes High 
School, earning awards in math, science, 
and U.S. history. He is a member of the 
Honor Society and is a voracious read-
er with exceptional writing skills. On 
Guemes he has helped out with Fam-
ily Game Night, Family Campout, and 
building the Mountain trail. Sage plans 
to travel the world and then go to col-

From left, Dan Crookes stands by Guemes Gold winners Hallie Free-
man, Alex Bosch, and Sage Olson.

lege. He is the son of Sophie Dobra and 
Robert Olson.

The scholarship program was co-
founded by the late Betty Crookes. Her 
son Dan spoke to the honorees, pass-
ing on Betty’s philosophy about the im-
portance of following one’s passion and 
remaining positive, humble, truthful, 
and honest to oneself. Betty’s son Chris 
and granddaughter Kalia were also in at-
tendance. Her daughter Betsy Ockwell 
has become a member of the scholar-
ship committee. Other scholarship com-
mittee members are Jan Ebersole, Julie 
Hopkins, Don Passarelli, Carol Pellett, 
Susan Rombeek, and Janice Veal.

The scholarship fund is supported by 
funds donated by individuals and island 
organizations, including Guemes Con-
nects, the Guemes Island Community 
Church, the Guemes Island Commu-
nity Council Association, the Guemes 
Island Firefighters Association, the 
Guemes Island Historical Society, the 
Guemes Island Library, the Guemes  
Island Property Owners Association, 
and the Women’s Fellowship. 

Donations may be sent to the Bet-
ty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship 
Fund, 5308 West Shore Road, Ana-
cortes, WA 98221. 

By Edith Walden
Having received only 

two entries to their “No 
Fireworks” sign contest (see 
the May Tide, page 18), 
the board of the Guemes 
Island Property Owners As-
sociation (GIPOA) decided 
to design their own sign. 
The yard signs are available 
for people to post on their 
private property where they 
are visible to traffic.

GIPOA has been 
campaigning for six years 
to limit the noise and trauma that island pets, wildlife, and humans suffer around the 
4th of July. Fireworks that are explosive and make loud noises are illegal on Guemes 
Island. Each year the Guemes Island Fire Department is on high alert for injuries and 
fires caused by fireworks use.

If you would like a yard sign, contact Howard Pellett at howardp71@gmail.com 
or 293-8128, or contact any board member (see article on page 12). GIPOA requests 
that signs be returned by July 14 so that they may be used again in future years. Help 
in installing the signs will also be available.

Help Discourage Illegal Fireworks
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By Tom Murphy
At the Guemes Island Community 

Center Association (GICCA) meeting 
on May 15, Todd Figenshow—repre-
senting Schoolhouse Park Stage Project 
co-manager Michael Brown—informed 
the board that the project is moving 
along, albeit slowly.

The engineer has looked at the plans 
and visited the site and has agreed that 
the addition to the plan of concrete 
footings beneath the concrete walls is 
a good idea. The actual stage will sit 
on the walls. Figenshow is now wait-
ing for the architect to create dimen-
sions so work on the footings may be-
gin. The board informed Figenshow that 
the Stage fund may be accessed through 
Norm Prewitt, treasurer.

President Julie Pingree expressed 
the board’s gratitude to Guemes Con-
nects for their donation of $500 to the 
Stage Project and to Geoff Freeman 
from Gateway Interiors, who provided 
new flooring at cost for the Hall kitchen 
and bathroom and donated the plastic 
moldings for the kitchen.

Prewitt reported that income from 
the May 10 Talent Show was $618.10. 
The board discussed how to keep track 
of, and record, in-kind donations such 
as those of material and labor. They de-
cided that every event should generate 
a report listing these kinds of donations 
and their approximate value, so as to 
be able to present the real costs associ-
ated with events. The board agreed that 
future boards may find these reports 
valuable for planning events when these 
types of donations may not be available. 
Pingree once again thanked all the peo-
ple who made donations for the raffle 
the night of the Talent Show.

Emma Schroder announced the 
scheduling of a Black and White din-
ner, to be held at the Hall on September 
27 (see page 12). Only 50 tickets will 
be sold, beginning July 4 at the GICCA 
hot-dog sale at Schoolhouse Park.

The next GICCA meeting is Sep-
tember 18 at 7 p.m. 

Schoolhouse Park 
Stage Project  

Progresses, Slowly
By Win Anderson

Shaw Island is a little like a 
less-accessible and underpopu-
lated Guemes Island.

As members of the Guemes 
Island Historical Society 
learned on arriving for a visit 
on May 7, Shaw has a Protes-
tant church that meets in the 
community hall (Catholic mass 
is offered by Our Lady of the 
Rock Benedictine monastery), 
a store (closed for refurbishing 
during our visit), a post office, 
a school, a volunteer fire de-
partment, a small airport, one 
tiny industry, and no signifi-
cant commercial agriculture. 
It is bigger than Guemes by 
about 12,000 acres, with just 
200 year-round residents, ac-
cording to our ever-accommo-
dating host, Alex MacLeod. 

If Shaw had a mayor, it 
would be MacLeod. The re-
tired Seattle Times managing 
editor serves as a library volunteer and, 
by default, is the island historian. The 
purpose of our visit was to see how the 
library and museum work together.

It is an amazingly simple arrange-
ment: volunteers open the library dur-
ing certain hours, and if anyone wants 
to visit the museum, they are welcome 
to a self-guided tour of the diminutive 
log structure next door, the historic is-
land post office. The entities have sepa-
rate offices and computers but exist in 
such close proximity that they function 
pretty much as a unit, from what we 

Historical Society members (from left) Win Anderson, 
Janice Veal, Tom Deach, Carol Deach, Carol Harma, Al 
Bush Sr., Kathy Finks, Boots Anderson, Bob Anderson, 
and Nancy Bush pose before the oldest continually 
run school in Washington state. 

Historical Society Visits Shaw Island

could tell. And in fact they were formal-
ly combined as the Shaw Island Library 
and Historical Society in the 1960s.

As it happens, the library (with its 
astonishing children’s section) and mu-
seum are just across the street from the 
school—the oldest continually operat-
ing school in the state. With 16 students 
this year and 8 next, it sits in a small 
cluster dominated by the original 1896 
bell-tower-topped structure, tastefully 
restored.

As MacLeod invited our 10 mem-
bers to lounge in the park during our 
wait at the ferry landing, he left us with 
this thought: “There is no law enforce-
ment on Shaw. The only time people 
lock their cars is during the annual book 
sale and in zucchini season.” But he also 
mentioned that it is a “terrible place for 
kids [to stray from the straight and nar-
row], as they have unlimited aunts and 
uncles keeping their eyes on them.”

Note: The society’s next meeting will 
be Monday, June 9, at the Church, and 
will feature a video of the Shaw Island 
trip. Everyone is welcome; workshop at 
7 p.m. and program at 8. Inside the Shaw Island museum
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Inspired by Emma Schroder, the 
Guemes Island Community Center As-
sociation (GICCA) will be hosting a 
Black and White Dinner on Septem-
ber 27. Traditionally, Black and White 
Dinners may call for formal attire in 
black and white only, but GICCA 
board member Kathleen Phillips as-
sures islanders that tuxes and tails are 
not required for the affair. The board is 
hoping that the dinner will be a little 
dressier than the normal potluck.

The dinner will begin at 5 p.m. 
Guests will be served appetizers and 
beverages, and may choose from three 
entrées (including a vegetarian offering), 
followed by dessert. 

Because of the special nature of this 
event, GICCA has decided to presell 
tickets, with a limit of 50 guests. The 
$20 tickets will be available on July 4 at 
the hot-dog sale at Schoolhouse Park. 
You may also purchase tickets from any 
GICCA board member. There will be 
no tickets sold at the door. 

Net proceeds will go to support the 
Community Center.

If you’d like to help, contact Emma 
at 588-1639. 

Cemetery District Commissioners (from left) Adam Veal, Gerry Bosworth, and 
Dixon Elder prepare Edens Cemetery for Memorial Day. The cemetery has a 
newly designed and repositioned stanchion-and-chain fence (pictured) at the 
entry that allows more room for parking. 

By Edith Walden
The annual meeting of the Guemes 

Island Property Owners Association 
(GIPOA) will be held on Saturday, June 
14, at 7 p.m. at the Community Center. 

GIPOA members will elect new of-
ficers and will chose the Citizen of the 
Year.

Roz Glasser will be retiring from her 
position as vice president; Leota Price 
will run for her position as secretary; Su-
san Rombeek will run for her position as 
on-island trustee; and Kevin Green will 
run for his position as off-island trust-
ee. Nominations may be made from the 
floor. 

Other board members are Howard 

The Guemes Island Property Owners Asso-
ciation is underwriting a commemorative 
plaque, designed by Joseph Miller, to be 
installed at Casperson Point.

GIPOA Annual Meeting on June 14 Plaque Will Honor  
New Name

Black and White 
Dinner Coming in 

September

Nominations Are Open for Citizen of the Year

Pellett, president; Carol Pellett, trea-
surer; Juby Fouts and Marla Hovey, on-
island trustees; and Bob Groeschell and 
Rob Stickrod, off-island trustees. Also 
open for nominations is the Citizen of 
the Year. Nominations received so far 
are Marc Caputo, Mike Gwost, Jan  
Iverson, and Joseph Miller.

Ballots will be mailed to all property 
owners, but only GIPOA members are 
eligible to vote. Membership costs $15 
per household (two votes) or $10 per 
year for an individual. 

You may bring your ballot to the 
meeting and you may also join GIPOA 
there. For more information, contact 
Howard Pellett at 293-8128. 

Upgrades and Flags for Edens Cemetery
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By Edith Walden
The good weather on May 24 in-

spired lots of islanders to venture out to 
attend multiple island events, with the 
added benefit of visiting with friends 
and neighbors (a number were seen at 
all three venues). 

It was an enjoyable way to spend a 
Saturday.

Pies
About 60 pies (49 of them made by 

the Women’s Fellowship) flew out the 
door at the Pie Sale, most of them dis-
appearing within the first six minutes in 
the hands of happy customers who had 
been waiting in line before the doors 
opened. The sale raised $1,122, which 
will be given to various charities the  
fellowship supports. 

The fellowship thanks the West 
Shore Walkers for their help serving in-
dividual slices of pie with ice cream and 
coffee, and islanders who donated pies 
and other baked goods.

Plants
When Bonita Smith read in the Tide 

last month that Toni Schmokel was tak-
ing a year off from the annual plant sale, 
she was distressed. “It’s an island tradi-
tion!” she told the Tide. She got advice 
from Toni, recruited help from Becky 
Stinson and Sally Stapp-Brigham, and 
stepped up to the plate. The plant sale 
raised $295 to benefit the Guemes Is-
land Volunteer Exchange (G.I.V.E.). 
Thanks to all those who donated plants.

Fire trucks +
Lots of people attended the volun-

teer Guemes Island Fire Department’s 
open house. 

Kids got to play with fire hoses and 
take home fire helmets and coloring 
books, Sparky the fire dog was there to 
greet guests, the new water-rescue boat  
and all the fire rigs were on display, the 
storage structure that houses medical 
equipment that is available for free use 
was open, and there was a lavish offering 
of refreshments. 

And there may have been some suc-
cessful recruiting as well. 

Three Events in a Day, Three Successes

Clockwise from top left: Sparky the fire dog visits 
with Betty Rae Woolworth (in hat) and Xianna Kelley, 
while Phyllis Woolworth looks on; Juby Fouts tracks 
medical equipment available for loan; customers try 
to choose from a plethora pf pies; and Bonita Smith 
(left) and Becky Stinson, who rescued the plant sale, 
chat at the event. Photos by Edith Walden.
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By Sally Stapp-Brigham
Since early in the fight against the 

proposed Gateway Pacific Terminal 
at Cherry Point—directly upwind of 
Guemes—I’ve paid close attention to 
the alarming increase in the number  
of proposals for coal-, oil-, and gas-
shipment facilities along our Northwest 
Coast. Sightline Institute’s online article 
“Northwest’s Pipeline on Rails” outlines 
the various proposals. 

When I heard that the Snohomish  
Group of the Sierra Club was seeking 
volunteers to count coal and crude-
oil unit trains in Everett, I signed up. 
A unit train consists of 2 or 3 engines, 
followed by 80 to 120 black, crude-oil 
tanker cars or open-top coal hoppers. 
The trains bring a commodity from one 
source to one destination without stop-
ping to split up or store their loads. 

The weeklong, 24-hour-a-day train 
count was to be divided into 42 four-
hour shifts. On day one—Monday, 
April 21—I took the 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
stint, happy in my warm car with hot 
coffee in hand. I had a clear view of the 
elevated Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
(BNSF) railroad tracks at the west end 
of Hewitt Avenue just above the main 
entrance to the Port of Everett facilities. 
Bring on the trains! I was ready with my 
log sheet and an old New Yorker to read. 

Once last summer I arrived at the 
Conway BNSF railroad crossing just as 
the barrier dropped. As a unit coal train 
approached, I checked my watch and 
then counted 130 coal cars in the two 

minutes until the barrier allowed autos  
through again. My Everett stint was 
boring compared to that.  

At 6:20 a.m. the rumble of steel 
wheels on rails announced a Sounder 
passenger train headed south: one en-
gine and three cars. Exciting! By 7:30 
two more Sounders went by but no unit 
trains. A 12-car-long Amtrak arrived 
from the south at 8:30. 

The only other trains I saw were 
three BNSF freight trains about 100 
cars long, a few of which were tanker 
cars labeled as carrying liquefied petro-
leum gas or sulfuric acid. Required to 
travel slowly, those took from 5 to 12 
minutes to pass by. And that was it! In 
between trains, I read the whole New 
Yorker—even the articles I wasn’t inter-
ested in.

At the end of the observation week, 
only 23 of the 42 observation shifts re-
ported in. The data revealed that 16 

crude-oil trains and 20 coal trains were 
observed passing through Snohomish 
County. 

The Snohomish Group had been led 
to believe that only 9 crude-oil trains 
passed through each week. It was inter-
esting to note that nearly all the ob-
served crude-oil trains passed at night 
between 10 p.m. and 2 a.m.

In spite of my zero record, I was 
happy to participate in a citizen-scien-
tist project to help the county document 
the true volume of potentially explosive 
trains that pass through major popula-
tion centers. I’d even volunteer again. 
Next time I’d bring a few more current 
New Yorkers and chocolate to help pass 
the time.

Editors’ note: The results of the Sno-
homish County Train Watch will be pre-
sented to the public on Tuesday, June 10, 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Everett Public Library 
Auditorium at 2703 Hoyt Avenue. 

Trainspotting for Oil and Coal

On Saturday, 
June 21, an open-
ing ceremony for 
the community 
labyrinth, a gift 
to the island 
community from 
the Guemes 
Island Commu-
nity Church, will 
be held at 4 p.m. 
at the site of the 
labyrinth, be-
tween the Church 
and the Commu-
nity Center. 

A small group 
of diligent island-
ers, under the leadership of Lynn Prewitt, has been working for the better part of a 
year to build a permanent labyrinth, following the installation of a temporary one 
last summer. The building of the labyrinth is also in honor of the Church’s 100th  
anniversary this year.

Following a brief ceremony, attendees will be invited to walk the labyrinth. 
Labyrinths date back to the Bronze Age and have been used in many cultures  

as meditative practices. According to labyrinth expert Betty Hawkins, who super-
vised the building of the temporary labyrinth last year, “Studies have shown that 
people are better able to connect with the right side of the brain after walking the 
labyrinth, which helps them think more clearly and creatively.”

Celebrate Solstice by Walking the  
Community Labyrinth

Lynn Prewitt stands in the center of the Baltic labyrinth that is  
being installed on the Church grounds for the community.
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When What Time Where Contact

June 1, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Church Council 11:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

June 2, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
GIPAC 6:00 pm Church Allen Bush, Jr. 293-7439
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382

June 3, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
June 4, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Zumba* 9:00 - 10:00 am Hall Elke Macartney 770-7831
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kundalini Yoga 5:00 - 6:30 pm Church Constance Mayer 299-3358
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

June 5, Thu. Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
June 6, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:00 - 7:45 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

June 7, Sat. Dog Island Run 10:45 am Park Trish Bradley 941-7021
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

June 8, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
June 9, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:00 pm Fire Hall Chip Bogosian 293-2760
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Historical Society: Shaw Island video 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726

June 10, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm Passarelli's Connie Snell 708-3589
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

June 11, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Zumba* 9:00 - 10:00 am Hall Elke Macartney 770-7831
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kundalini Yoga 5:00 - 6:30 pm Church Constance Mayer 299-3358
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

June 12, Thu. Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Church George Meekins 840-9391
June 13, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:00 - 7:45 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

June 14, Sat. Guemes Island Blood Drive 7:30 am - 1:30 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Flag Day GIPOA Board Meeting 9:30 AM Library Howard Pellett 293-8128

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
GIPOA Annual Meeting 7:00 PM Hall Howard Pellett 293-8128

June 15, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Father's Day

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.



The Guemes Tide Community Calendar June 2014

When What Time Where Contact
June 16, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

June 17, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
June 18, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Zumba* 9:00 - 10:00 am Hall Elke Macartney 770-7831
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kundalini Yoga 5:00 - 6:30 pm Church Constance Mayer 299-3358
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

June 20, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:00 - 7:45 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

June 21, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Summer Community Labyrinth Opening Ceremony 4:00 pm Church grounds Lynn Prewitt 588-8320
Solstice
June 22, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Poetry and Music 2:00 - 4:00 pm Church Jackie Hartwich 293-9428
June 23, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cemetery Committee 6:00 pm Fire Hall Dixon Elder 293-8935
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

June 24, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

June 25, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Zumba* 9:00 - 10:00 am Hall Elke Macartney 770-7831
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kundalini Yoga 5:00 - 6:30 pm Church Constance Mayer 299-3358
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

June 27, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:00 - 7:45 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

June 28, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
June 29, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
June 30, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Science Camp for Kids 9:30 am - noon Hall Kathy Finks 588-9192
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

UPCOMING: June 30 through July 3 - Science Camp for Kids
July 4 - 4th of July Parade, Hot-dog Sale
July 5 - Chamber Music Concert

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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 Sinclair Island Waterfront 
3bd, 2 bath, Custom Craftsman 

$1,377,000 

3-Acre Waterfront Estate 
Waterfront, very private 

$1,050,000 

Classic West Shore Waterfront 
3 Bedroom Home 

$850,000 

Sinclair Cabin         
3 bedroom, Waterfront 

$330,000 

In the NewsIn the NewsIn the News   
“The real estate market continues to show 
positive signs both locally and nationally,” 
stated John Deely, one of the directors of 
Northwest Multiple Listing Service.  
 
Multiple offers are the norm for new listings, 
with about two-thirds of homes near job 
centers selling in the first 30 days.  That's 
about twice the normal rate. 
 
While the Northwest MLS says that the real 
estate market is "red hot" in some areas (such 
as Seattle, Bellevue and Edmonds) and it is 
also a seller's market in Anacortes with 
multiple offers on many properties within a 
day or two of listing, that red-hot market is a 
bit lukewarm on Guemes.  The good news is 
that prices have stabilized and many sources 
say that after ups and downs, Guemes home 
prices are now about on a par with prices of 
2004 and look to remain stable. 

 Summer 2014 

Guemes Real Estate NewsGuemes Real Estate NewsGuemes Real Estate News 

Guemes Island Sales 
 

2013 to 
present 

Number of Transactions 14 

Lowest Sale $200,000 

Highest Sale $720,000 

Median Price $446,500 

Average Price $459,670 

Average Days On Market 246 

Buying or selling on Guemes? Choose a Realtor who lives on Guemes and knows it well.  
 

Recipient of the 2013 Diamond Society Award (Coldwell Banker Bain) 
Recipient of the 2013 Gold Award of Excellence (North Puget Sound Association of Realtors)  

Karen’s clients consistently rate her 10 out of 10 in independent customer satisfaction surveys  

        GuemesIslandExpert.comGuemesIslandExpert.com  
                              (360) 202(360) 202--73737373         

Each office independently owned and operatedEach office independently owned and operated   

GuemesGuemesGuemes   
   IslandIslandIsland 

Graphic Design by Sophia DobraGraphic Design by Sophia Dobra  

Edens Road 
54+ Prime acres near park  

 
$495,000 

5931 Guemes Island Rd 
Magical 5 acres, power, well 

 
$295,000 

Guemes Island Rd 
10 wooded acres with 
mountain and pastoral view 

 
 

$175,000 
130 Glencoe Lane 
Wooded 6+ acres  

 
$101,999 

Holiday Boulevard 
2+ acres with possible    
water views 

 
 

$82,753 

Vacant Land for Sale 
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By Edith Walden
After spending what seems like hours 

every day in the past week or so hunt-
ing tent caterpillars, I’ve taken to relax-
ing by binge-watching episodes of Dog 
Whisperer on Netflix. Famed dog trainer 
(or, in reality, human trainer) Cesar Mil-
lan repeatedly emphasizes the impor-
tance of giving dogs exercise, discipline, 
and affection—in that order. With his 
tutelage, he produces calm, healthy dogs 
that play well with others, including 
their humans.

Most of us know and value the im-
portance of exercise, but many of us 
lack the discipline to follow through on 
a regular routine.

Luckily, there are a number of orga-
nized exercise programs on the island 
that create a structure that encourages 
routine exercise in a social setting. Exer-
cising with others makes what can seem 
like a chore fun!

Here’s a list of what’s available to 
help us Dog Islanders find exercise, dis-
cipline, and even affection. A pack of 
calm, healthy humans that can play well 
with others is always a good thing.

Strength building
Dyvon Havens started strength-

building sessions about five years ago 
after reading the book Strong Women 
Stay Young, by Miriam E. Nelson. The 

Organized Exercise on Dog Island

sessions are good for increasing balance 
and bone density, especially for those 
with osteopenia and osteoporosis.

Participants meet Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:15 a.m., 
and Fridays from 7 to 7:45 a.m. at the 
Fellowship Hall of the Guemes Island 
Community Church. They do about 5 
minutes of stretching exercises before 
and after working with weights and 
stretch bands for about 30 minutes. 

Weights are available if you do not 
have your own yet. Drop-ins are wel-
come. During the winter, the group col-
lects donations to help pay for heat. For 
more information, contact 
Dyvon at 293-0221.

Zumba
Certified Zumba Gold in-

structor Elke Macartney be-
gan a 12-week class on May 
21 in low-impact Zumba, a 
Latin-inspired dance-fitness 
program. The class meets  
on Wednesdays from 9 to 
10 a.m. at the Community 
Center. Each session costs 
$6, with $1 going to support 
the Community Center. You 
may also purchase a punch 
card that is valid for four 
classes for $20.

Children 12 and younger 

who are accompanied by an adult may 
attend for free. Macartney began Zum-
ba dancing six years ago, and found it 
perfect for stress relief when her hus-
band suffered a stroke and cardiac arrest. 
She became an instructor a year and a 
half ago; she also teaches in Anacortes. 
She focuses on simpler choreography; 
no dance experience is required. Mar-
cartney believes Zumba exercises stretch 
both the body and mind, and her goal is 
to help heal and empower people. 

This is, by far, the most lively of the 
exercise groups. Drop-ins are welcome. 
For information, contact Macartney at 
770-7831 or elke@InspirationU.com.

Outdoor excursions
Certified personal trainer and cycle- 

spinning trainer Jim LeMieux will 
be offering a series of organized, out-
door exercise excursions such as bicycle 
rides, hikes, and other forms of outdoor 
movement throughout the summer.

LeMieux taught an indoor move-
ment class this spring—now he wants 
to motivate people to move outside. He 
expects to organize each event a week  
in advance, and will announce it on  
the LineTime calendar (linetime.org). 
You can contact him at 770-1511 or 
lemieux150@gmail.com to get on his 
list to be notified when an event is 
scheduled.

Jim has had an epic career in back-
country activity. He has been an ava- 
lanche technician, done massive 

Jim LeMieux is ready to lead some outdoor excursions.

From left, Dyvon Havens does resistance stretches while Zoanne Hyland and Cecilia  
Spahr lift weights.
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amounts of trail building, and worked 
with Youth Volunteer Corps; he’s been 
a firefighter, a fisherman, and a contrac-
tor. He’s a great guy to move around 
with.

Kundalini yoga
Constance Mayer is a certified  

level-1 instructor in kundalini yoga,  
as taught by Yogi Bhajan. She’s been 
practicing this form of yoga for 10 years 
and has been teaching for 3 years. The 
group meets on Wednesdays from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. at the Guemes Island Com-
munity Church.

Kundalini yoga (the “yoga of aware-

ness,” one of more than 20 different 
schools of yoga) incorporates yoga pos-
tures, breathing and movement exer-
cises, chanting, relaxation practices, and 
meditation and helps strengthen the 
nervous system, activates the glandular 
and circulatory systems, and heightens 
spiritual awareness in a comprehensive 
way, according to Mayer. 

Adults of all ages and abilities are 
welcome and can come on a drop-in  
basis. Donations to support the facility 
are requested. 

For more information, contact  
Mayer at cjsguemes@gmail.com or  
299-3358.

Penny” and “My Girl,” which had the 
audience joining her toward the end 
of the song. It was Elvis impersonator 
Danni-Lynn Snell’s tap dance routine 
(choreographed by Lorrie Steele) that 
brought down the house as she made 
her Elvis moves to “Hound Dog.” She’s 
a natural performer.

A hard act to follow
Randy Rinehart complained at hav-

ing to follow Danni-Lynn’s act but he 
made a brave face as he played the “Ari-
zona Waltz” on his banjo, accompanied 
by an improvising Suzie Gwost. Visiting 
storyteller Jeeva Raghunath led the au-
dience in an action song from India that 
had everyone bobbing their heads like 
the papier-mâché doll she described in 
her story. Her performance was a mem-
orable highlight of the evening.

Jeff Winston and 
Dan Burnett played 
a few tunes on guitar 
and dobro together 
and were then joined 
by Adam and Angie 
Veal with guitar and 
vocals. A dancing 
interlude by Lorrie 
Steele, Bea Cashetta, 
Danni-Lynn Snell, 
Christie Simonton-
Stapp, and Barbara 
McGuinness ad-
vertised, in Burma-
Shave style, the ben-
efits of a trail from 
Schoolhouse Park to 
the ferry landing.

Members of the 
Gwost family closed the show with Eu-
gene Gwost playing an original blues 
song on acoustic guitar, followed by his 

father, Mike Gwost, 
on guitar and grand-
father George Park on 
fiddle. They played 
several tunes, includ-
ing a touching vocal 
rendition by Park of 
“There Goes My Ev-
erything” in another 
nod to Elvis. 

The last act was 
Bud Ullman on ban-
jo, Suzie Gwost on 
fiddle, Andy Gladish 
on dobro, and Mike 

Hatha yoga
Suzie Gwost, with Barbara McGuin-

ness and Nancy White, started offering 
hatha yoga classes 10 years ago; Gwost 
has been the sole facilitator for 5 years. 
The hatha yoga practices she uses focus 
on balancing energies, using slow and 
gentle stretching. The sessions are pre-
dominately movement, with short med-
itation time at beginning and end.

The group meets Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
Community Center. Drop-ins are wel-
come. Donations are requested to cover 
heating the Hall. For more information, 
contact Suzie at 293-5708. 

TALENT SHOW
(continued from page 1)

From left, Xianna Kelley, Tristan Detering, Blake Detering, and 
Emily Bush assist Jeeva Raghunath with an Indian song. Xianna, 
Blake, and Emily also performed solo acts.

Gwost on guitar to send folks home 
with lively old-time music ringing in 
their ears.

Island supporters
Throughout the night, small inter-

missions were taken to raffle off donated 
gifts. GICCA raised $618 for the Com-
munity Center thanks to Slow Loris 
Studio (Jessica Lynch and Arlo Rumpf), 
Mitercraft (Ron and Julie Flint), the 
Guemes Island Library, Firelight De-
signs (Darlene Klister), Tickled Pink 
Chocolates (Sue Roberts), Brass Works 
(Glen Veal), and George Park.

A concrete sculpture of a curled-up 
dog donated by Leo Osborne brought 
$175 in a silent auction. 

From left, Bud Ullman, Mike Gwost, Suzie Gwost, and Andy 
Gladish closed down the Talent Show.

ph
o

to
s
 b

y ed
ith

 w
a
ld

en



20     The Guemes Tide     June 2014

By Karen Everett
I first “saw” her through 

her words last fall, from a 
Google Alert in my email 
in-box. (I set up the alert to 
make sure I hear about any-
thing on Google that has to 
do with Guemes Island.)

It was a post on a blog 
site called “Elephant Jour-
nal,” dated October 31, 
2013, and it was titled “A 
Love Letter to Guemes Is-
land,” by Sarah Sibley. 

It opens, “I’ve met my 
soul mate . . . it’s an island.” 

She goes on to say, “But, 
it’s not an island like you’re 
thinking. It’s not all white 
sand beaches and palm trees. 
It’s in the most unsuspecting 
place, just off the northwest 
coast of Washington State in 
the San Juan—here’s a word 
I love to use—archipelago.

“The island didn’t woo me with its 
four-star restaurants or luxurious ho-
tels, because there aren’t any. It’s not 
that kind of island. I wasn’t wooed at 
all. I was quietly touched by its lush, 
green forests, perfect blue waters, salty 
sea breezes, smooth, pebbled, agate-
filled beaches. I was captivated by its 
early, quiet sunrises and long, lingering 
sunsets. I was in awe of the genuinely 
friendly reception I received from the 
locals.

“I don’t quite know what I’m feeling 
about Guemes Island, but it’s something 
that resembles love.” And it goes on.

I had to find out more about this 
gal. After all, her post was all about 
falling in love with Guemes Island—I 
could relate! And then I found out she 
was a young writer yearning to write 
“The Great American Novel.” I, too, 
had that dream when I was a young 
writer, only I got sidetracked by writing 
for television and other projects.

Crowd-sourcing a sabbatical
I eventually learned through the  

island grapevine that she was raising 
money to spend the month of January 

A Writer on Board: Loving Guemes Island

writing here. The fundraising program, 
called Kickstarter, is a “crowd-funding” 
source of raising money that offers tan-
gible rewards and special experiences in 
exchange for pledges to a cause or proj-
ect. Sarah was able to raise more than 
her projected goal and spent January  
living at Marla Hovey’s house and en-
joying every sunset she could drink in. 

Finally, this spring, I laid eyes on 
her: glossy black hair, penetrating green 
eyes, a ready smile, and what appeared 
to be a huge heart in those eyes.

Sibley, 36, grew up in a small town 
in Missouri, went to the University of 
Kansas, and then moved west. As an ad-
vertising copywriter, she’s lived in Den-
ver, San Francisco, Chicago, Seattle, 
and—for the last seven years—Boulder, 
Colorado. She has helped create brand-
ing for companies such as Red Robin, 
New Belgium Brewery, and Keystone 
Ski Resort, among many others.

A few years ago, Sarah got the itch 
to become a novelist and started tak-
ing some fiction-writing classes. Then, 
last July, she stayed a week on our fair 
island to start working on a novel. She 
started coming back to visit about once 

a month and then had her 
brainstorm to enlist Kick-
starter to help her devote  
an entire month writing  
her novel while living on  
the island. 

That month seems to 
have sealed the deal, because 
in April she moved here full-
time with her three-year-old 
daughter, Sylvia. 

Tale of an island
The novel, titled The  

13th Month, is about three-
quarters finished, says Sibley.  
It wasn’t originally about 
Guemes Island at all, she 
says, “but the beauty of the 
island, the authenticity of 
the people, and the unbe-
lievable experiences” inspired 
her to change the subject 
matter of her book.

When pressed on its 
niche in fiction, she says it’s “a modern 
novel, I guess,” adding, “It’s a story of 
self-discovery set on a mystical island in 
the Pacific Northwest. . . . You could say 
it’s ‘inspired by actual events.’”

It’s the tale of Jane, “a post-divorce 
36-year-old ‘mess’ of a woman try-
ing to write her first novel. . . .  She 
throws a dart, ends up on Guemes Is-
land,” and then is befriended by hand-
some young sailors and other islanders. 
But then Jane comes across the “story of 
One Bubble, a pioneering renegade of a 
woman,” and another tale of a woman 
who rowed to the island at the turn of 
the 20th century and built a log cabin.

Sarah hopes that the novel is “wildly 
successful and is on every bestseller list 
in the world.” But for now she still does 
freelance writing, specializing in helping 
small businesses create their brand per-
sonality and share it with the world. 

You can check out some of her work 
at cupcakesandbacon.com.

And for the full text of her love story 
to Guemes, simply Google “A Love Let-
ter to Guemes Island.” The rest of her 
letter might make you fall in love with 
her, too. 

Writer Sarah Sibley shares her joy at living on Guemes.
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By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Chamber Mu-

sic Series will present its summer con-
cert on Saturday, July 5, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Community Center. Founder Ka-
rie Prescott will be bringing musicians 
who have not previously played in the 
concert series. The eclectic program will 
include music by Maria Newman, Al-
fred Newman, and Ravel. The group 
will also accompany the viewing of a 
12-minute silent film that stars Mary 
Pickford, titled What the Daisy Said.

Maria Newman is a composer and 
will play violin in the concert. Also a 
violist, pianist, and conductor, she has 
played at Carnegie Hall, at the Kennedy  
Center, and on the music-scoring stages 

of numerous movie companies, includ-
ing 20th Century Fox, Universal Pic-
tures, and Sony Pictures Entertainment. 
She is composer-in-residence with the 
Malibu Coast Chamber Orchestra and 
Soloists and is a composition fellow 
with the Mary Pickford Library and the 
Annenberg Foundation.

Newman’s husband, Scott Hosfeld, 
will play violin at the concert. Grand 
prize winner of the Young Artists Inter-
national music competition, Hosfeld 
debuted at Carnegie Hall in 1980 as vi-
olist and founder of the Riverside String 
Quartet. He graduated from the Man-
hattan School of Music with B.A. and 
M.A. degrees in music, where he studied 
with violinist Camilla Wicks and violist 

Lillian Fuchs. He founded and served as 
executive and artistic director of the Ici-
cle Creek Music Center in Leavenworth, 
Washington. He currently conducts the 
Malibu Coast Chamber Orchestra and 
the Malibu Coast Youth Symphony. 

Cellist Paula Hochhalter graduated 
from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia where she was coached by Aaron 
Copland. She has worked with the  
Tokyo String Quartet and Quartetto 
Italiano and was favored as a quartet  
cellist by Jascha Heifetz. She has toured 
with Chick Corea, Don Ellis, Keith 
Jarrett, Barbra Streisand, and Andrea 
Bocelli and has been a member of the 
Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra. She 
has also performed with the Los Ange-
les Philharmonic Orchestra, the Holly-
wood Bowl Orchestra, and the Ameri-
can Ballet Theatre, and she currently 
performs regularly with Malibu Coast 
String Quartet. She frequently performs 
for movie soundtracks and has record-
ed with Michael Jackson, James Tay-
lor, Paul McCartney, and most recent-
ly Pharrell Williams. She is married to 
character actor Geoffrey Lewis. 

Violist Karie Prescott needs no in-
troduction to islanders. Prescott found-
ed the Guemes Island Chamber Mu-
sic series in 2007 and has been blessing 
the island with two exceptional concerts 
per year, bringing nationally renowned 
musicians to our tiny corner. Her own 
career is based in Los Angeles where she 
is a freelance recording musician. Last 
year she toured with Andrea Bocelli. She 
has soloed with the Seattle Symphony 
and American Ballet Theatre Orchestra 
and performed as principal violist with 
the American Ballet Theatre and the Los 
Angeles productions of Sunset Boulevard 
and Miss Saigon.

Tickets for the concert are $20 and 
can be purchased from Jacquie and Bob 
Prescott, Howard and Carol Pellett, or 
Anne Casperson, or at the door. For 
more information about the series, visit 
guemeschambermusic.wordpress.com. 
To help support the musicians, you can 
send tax-deductible contributions to 
Guemes Chamber Music, P.O. Box 121, 
Anacortes, WA 98221. 

Composer, conductor, and multi-instrumentalist Maria Newman will perform in the next 
Guemes Island Chamber Music Series concert on July 5.

Chamber-Music Series Returns With New Players, Program
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By Dick Brigham

Editors’ note: This past 
March, the author participated 
in a workshop called Renew-
able Energy for the Developing 
World, sponsored by islander 
Ian Woofenden and based at 
Rancho Mastatal, a private  
nature reserve in Costa Rica.

Following an uneventful 
flight to San José, Costa Rica’s 
capital city, and the usual de-
grading security procedures 
(in a notably immaculate air-
port), I took a short cab ride 
past exotic venues (KFC, Mc-
Donald’s, Hooters) into the dark, narrow streets of nearby 
Alajuela, to the hotel where I thought I had a reservation.

Turns out my PayPal transaction had failed, and they were 
full up. Luckily, I learned that a pleasant accommodation was 
available a few blocks away. So I shouldered my pack and the 
4-by1-foot solar panel I was bringing to the hinterland and 
made my way through dark, unmarked streets—there are no 
street signs anywhere—teeming with Saturday-night revelers. 
The hotel was found, a windowless room was secured, and a 
large Scotch ensued. 

The next day, Ian Woofenden collected our group in a 
barely-large-enough van and off we went, initially on paved 

roads that turned 
to progressively 
rougher, steep-
er unpaved lanes 
headed toward 
Rancho Masta-
tal, our home for 
the next week. 
The climate in 
San José had 
been clement in-
deed—dry, warm, 
breezy—so I was 
anticipating no 
real problem with 
heat or humidity 
until our van blew 
a tire.

Since we were 
only a kilometer 
or two from the 
ranch and it was a 
nice, starry night, 

A Sustaining Adventure
Renewable Energy and Human Connections in Costa Rica

Ian announced we should 
walk while the driver made 
the necessary repairs. We 
emerged from the van into 
something like a collision be-
tween a Finnish sauna and a 
Russian steam bath with may-
be a dash of Hindu fire walk-
ing. Clearly, there are micro-
climates in Costa Rica.

Living the pura vida
At the Rancho I chose to 

sleep on my inflatable pad 
on a deck at the edge of the 
jungle. A cacophony of bird 
and insect noises lulled me to 
sleep, and in the dawn hours 

layer upon layer of birdsong gradually built to a complex din, 
which I found to be paradoxically soothing. Then came splen-
did local coffee and a visit to the scenic composting powder 
room: thus the days were begun.

Some of these days were classroom sessions where, under 
the tutelage of Ian and several guest presenters, we learned 
about solar, wind, small hydro, and bio-gas energy systems, 
with focus on applications in developing countries.

Plenty of hands-on experiences were in the mix. Several 
days were devoted to learning about, and actually construct-
ing, solar ovens. These simple boxes with glass covers and re-
flective insides were capable, given the intense tropical sun, 
of reaching high cooking temperatures, and had important 
health implications for rural women who traditionally cook 
over unvented wood fires in their small kitchens, and who  
later in life suffer from high rates of lung disease.

Two vivacious local women, Fatima and Betilla, were the 
tutors/proselytizers/general dynamos on this project. They  
radiated the warmth and generosity that Costa Ricans appear 
to regard as their cultural “trademark.” The all-purpose affir-
mation there is “Pura vida!” or “Pure life!”—an expression of 
easygoing optimism.

Hands-on helping
Our major project was the installation of a simple so-

lar system—one photovoltaic panel, three lights, and a cell-
phone charger—in a remote farmhouse. Sounds modest, but 
setups like this can confer a dramatic life change where the 
sun sets at 8 p.m. year-round. The solar module was the one  
I had lugged around Alajuela.

But that project required a 10-mile round-trip walk, an 
unshaded slog in punishing temperatures. I instead volun-
teered to join a group doing a repair job at a farm not quite  
so far away.

This simple domicile (rough boards, dirt floor, fire-pit 

In Costa Rica, Dick Brigham’s group made this solar oven. Dick is on 
the far right; Ian Woofenden is seated at top right.

Dick Brigham contemplates a small meth-
ane biodigester, a technology that allows 
rural farmers to make their own cooking gas 
by using the manure from their animals.
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cooker) was presided over by a gentle-
man named Domingo, with whom we 
got to spend a most relaxing afternoon. 
I spent part of it soaking in a nearby riv-
er, while so called “Jesus Christ” lizards 
scampered across the water surface past 
my nose. When Domingo came down 
to the river to collect me, I reluctantly 
quit the water and climbed back up to 
his place.

Domingo lived, by our standards, 
a severely impoverished life. The three 
tiny LED lights a previous class had in-
stalled and a formidable chainsaw were 
his only “modern” indulgences. Yet at 
72 he was healthy, vital, and by all indi-
cations content. He told us (via a trans-
lator) that the government sent him 
57,500 colons ($115) per month but 
that he didn’t really need it so he sent 
it to his daughters, who lived in a small 
village way up the hill. When I told him 
I, too, was a 72-year-old pensioner, he 
asked, “How much does your govern-
ment send you?” I deflected the ques-
tion, pretending to be unsure.

He went on to explain that he was 
able to meet his needs with his couple 

More Workshops
Ian Woofenden has another workshop, Solar Electricity for the Developing World 

scheduled for March 21–29, 2015. He’s also considering scheduling another Renewable 
Energy for the Developing World in January 2015. For more information, write to  
ian@renewablereality.net or visit renewablereality.net.

of cattle, some gardening, and forag-
ing. He still enjoyed working and saw 
no need to move into a place in the vil-
lage. “He is richest who needs the least,” 
a wise person once said.

Amid a flurry of sincere best wish-
es and “pura vidas,” we left Domingo 
to his well-fitted life and struggled two 
miles up the steep track in that stunning 
heat.

Riches sought and unsought
The remaining days were spent mea-

suring a nearby stream for small-hydro 
prospects; visiting a bio-gas installation 
at a local farm, whereby pig waste was 
transformed into methane gas for the 
single kitchen burner; and examining 
the many efforts at sustainability that 
our hosts at Rancho Mastatal were pur-
suing. Across a dusty intersection was 

a tiny open-air bar where some of us 
sought surcease from the evening heat 
with a couple of Imperial cervezas—the 
estimable national brew.

Though we were not seeking wild-
life encounters, they came to us. Tou-
cans flew by, as did macaws and doz-
ens of gorgeous small birds. There were 
psychedelic-looking frogs, huge toads, 
and pale-blue morpho butterflies. Once 
a coatimundi (a member of the raccoon 
family) emerged briefly from the forest 
near our classroom.

I left Costa Rica thinking this was a 
place that deserves more extensive exam-
ination/immersion. What I was able to 
experience was, happily, off the turista 
map, and the encounters with rural folk 
were tremendously rewarding. 

Unlike Domingo, I found myself 
needing more. 

By Edith Walden
When Michael “Recycle” Gren-

nell officially opened his coffee stand 
on April 28, someone immediately re-
ported him to the Skagit County Pub-
lic Health Department. According to 
Grennell, health department employ-
ee Matt Kaufman came to the island to 
investigate the situation but didn’t ar-
rive when the stand was open. Grennell 
was given Kaufman’s business card by 

Riff-Raff Coffee Is Official
the owners of the 
Store, and he called 
to inquire about the 
complaint.

He was referred 
to health depart-
ment employee 
Joanne Lynn, who 
helped him apply 
for an “Application 
for Exemption from 
Permit,” which was 
granted on May 1 
and is valid through 

December 31, 2014. The exemption al-
lows coffee and rolls to be served, pro-
vided that certain food-safety rules are 
followed and that food handlers have a 
valid food-worker card. 

Grennell, who has previously worked 
in the food service industry, has applied 
for a card. 

He was required to name his orga-
nization on the application—and Riff-
Raff Coffee was born! Open in morning 

hours when it is not raining, Grennell 
serves pastry, from Safeway, and coffee, 
asking only for tips. His stand has be-
come quite the social gathering place for 
islanders waiting in the ferry line.

Jessica Lynch of Slow Loris Studio 
has designed a Riff-Raff Coffee T-shirt 
that’s available through the coffee stand. 
You may also order shirts directly from 
Slow Loris for $20 at slowshirts.com. 
The shirts are moving quickly, and 
Grennell reports that people from as  
far away as Alaska, Australia, and Ven-
ezuela have acquired the shirts.

Get ’em while they’re hot. 

Islanders enjoy a casual cup of coffee and conversation at Michael 
Grennell’s Riff-Raff Coffee stand.

Riff-Raff Coffee T-shirts, designed by Jessica 
Lynch of Slow Loris, are now available.
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But wait, if you’ve read this far: 
a friend recently inquired as to my 
favorite find. 

There are two, both wood. One is a 
3½-inch-high stone-encrusted, teredo-
decorated model of Guemes Island. The 
other is a burl the size of a baby’s head, 
formed by nature into a perfect likeness 
of a Guemes troll, warts and all. 

(Full disclosure: I had to perform 
minor elective surgery by reshaping one 
eyeball and adding pupils to make him 
the gorgeous fellow he is.)

Finally, and perhaps more impor-
tantly, we have sent many bags of ordi-
nary beach trash to the landfill.

Note to self: Don’t forget that plastic 
bag next trip to the beach. 

One of my tens of readers won-
ders why this column never cov-
ers actual beachcombing. Good 
question, grandson; looking back 
through nearly 20 years of columns, 
I can remember holding forth on all 
kinds of flotsam and jetsam of the 
speciously anecdotal sort but very 
little on the art of actually finding 
stuff above the high tide line—a 
pastime dear to the heart of all true 
Guemeniors.

So here goes, Shaw:
I preface these remarks by ad-

mitting that I am a dud at finding 
agates. I’ve searched acres of beach 
stones and never found what Elaine 
would accept as a true member of 
the chalcedony family of minerals. 

But when it comes to “stuff,” 
well here’s an abbreviated list:

A 2-foot stepladder, a 6-foot straight 
ladder, 2½ pairs of chemical-resistant 
gloves (from five different strolls), 6  
usable hard hats (thank you, refinery), 
numerous fir planks and one golden 
oak, hundreds of crab floats and boat 
fenders, an oar with bronze oarlock, the 
remains of a duck boat (two more oar-
locks), a pristine 8-by-10-foot blue tarp, 
and uncounted feet of polypro line.

And did you know full cans of pop 
and beer do float? With luck, they can 
provide a satisfying treat for a thirsty 
wanderer of the frothy channel edge.

Biggest find? That would be sections 
of the original ill-fated Anchor Cove 
Marina breakwater in the late 1970s. 
They were made of creosote-treated tim-
bers fastened with ¾-inch galvanized 
bolts and adorned with heavy nylon 
skids designed to allow panels the size of 
800-pound garage doors to slide up and 
down with the tide in concrete piling 
tracks. (It sort of worked . . . until the 
first good storm, when it didn’t.) 

Some of the parts made their way 
into my shop structure. Some were used 
recently by Glen Veal to haul his boat. 
Some are stacked in the field. Just ask.

Two of the author’s favorite beach-
combing finds are these driftwood 
pieces: an uncannily accurate model of 
Guemes island (above) and a troll, only 
slighty modified around the eyes.

The Guemes Island Telephone Directory 2013–2014 is now available for sale at the 
Guemes Island Library during Library hours (Monday and Wednesday 2 to 4 and 6 to 
8 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 2 to 4 p.m.). The phone books will also be on sale on July 4 
at the Schoolhouse Park hot-dog sale and are available at the Guemes Island Commu-
nity Church. The owners of Anderson’s General Store have decided not to carry them 
anymore.

The handy reference book is published as a service to the community by the 
Women’s Fellowship. Proceeds from the sales of the $5 books are donated to charities 
that the Fellowship supports. 

Phone-book coordinator Anne Passarelli reports that supplies are dwindling. 
The next version of the phone book will not be available until 2015. Passarelli urges 
islanders to report changes in their listings to her at 299-2549 or passarellia@clear.net.

Guemes Phone Books Now at Library
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By Edith Walden
It’s been a “rain” of terror in May.
Our exploding population of native 

western tent caterpillars is now in its 
“marching” stage, as the critters hunt for 
a few last leaf meals while on their way 
to find places to cocoon. That has meant 
they are literally dropping from the sky, 
and numerous islanders have reported 
discovering them in their hair, on their 
clothes, and everywhere on buildings, 
trees, grass, decks, outdoor furniture, 
fences—you name it, they are there!

I just reread the article I wrote last 
year in the July/August Tide (see “Ar-
chives” at guemestide.org) about last 
year’s outbreak and was horrified to be 
reminded that this is the second year of 
what will likely be a three-year outbreak. 
Mercy! The only good news is that once 
the outbreak is over, they are not expect-
ed to return en masse for about nine 
years. 

They do have some natural preda-
tors. According to research conducted at 
the Minnesota Agricultural Experiment  
Station, at least 60 bird species eat tent 
caterpillars, a few of which are present 
on Guemes: black-capped chickadees, 
red-winged blackbirds, robins, and ce-
dar waxwings. But they may not feed 
on mature larvae. The same study also 
found that tent caterpillar outbreaks are 
controlled by 127 insect parasites, 28 
insect predators, frogs, mice, bats, rep-
tiles, squirrels, skunks, and bears. (Yes, 
bears: by examining bear scat, research-
ers found that a single bear ate around 

Invasion of the Leaf Munchers
25,000 caterpillars a day.) 
But none of these preda-
tors are making a dent in 
our present population of 
“billions and billions.”

Control tactics
What to do to get rid 

of them? It’s pretty much 
a hopeless battle. Our 
most effective control is 
hand harvesting and then 
smashing or freezing 
them, or bagging them  
for garbage disposal. Some 
islanders are having suc-

cess with spraying ordinary cooking oil 
on them, which seems to be effective. 
Drowning is not an effective solution—
caterpillars breathe through their sides 
and can effectively “hold their breath” 
for hours. Burning them is highly dis-
couraged, both because of the fire dan-
ger and the damage to the tree, which 
can be worse than what the caterpillars 
are doing. Chemicals are dangerous to 
other beneficial insects and larvae, plus 
birds and water sources; even the organ-
ic practice of applying bacillus thuringi-
ensis kills all caterpillars, including but-
terflies. 

Tent caterpillars are susceptible to 
a highly contagious virus, and around 
here the tachnid fly is a prevalent preda-
tor. If you observe closely, you may see 
tent caterpillars that have white dots on 
their heads. Those are the eggs of the 
tachnid fly, whose young will hatch and 
feast on their host from the inside out. 
(Nature is gruesome.) As I do my cater-
pillar-hunting rounds, I’m sparing ones 
with the white dots in hopes that those 
tachnids can eradicate the population 
faster than I can. As soon as you see the 
tent caterpillars’ yellow, spun cocoons 
attached to buildings and in other crev-
ices, you can remove and smash them 
to help out with population control for 
next year.

While the damage to trees and 
plants is ugly, it seldom kills the plants. 
Healthy trees will survive total defolia-
tion. Meanwhile, I’m cheering on the 
viruses. Here’s to 2016! 

Note the white spots (circled) on a few of the caterpillar 
heads—the eggs of tachnid flies.
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Commissioners for Edens Cem-
etery voted on March 24 to allow the 
cemetery to repurchase plots in order 
to prevent abandoned ones. You may 
sell your plot back to the cemetery for 
the same price you paid to purchase it.

For more information or to sell a 
plot, contact Skagit County Cemetery 
District 3 at (360) 654-4771, view their 
website at sccd3.us, or send mail to 
6312 Guemes Island Road, Anacortes, 
WA 98221.

Cemetery Will Now 
Buy Back Plots

Environmental Trust 
Posts Newsletters
The Guemes Island Environmental  

Trust has recently scanned the trust’s 
newsletters that were published, most-
ly quarterly, from spring 1989 through 
spring 1996 and posted them on their 
website. 

Many of the topics that were fea-
tured and discussed in those years are 
still relevant today. They make interest-
ing reading.

To view the archived issues, visit  
gietrust.org and go to “About Us.”
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By Carol Steffy
In the movie Six Degrees of Separa-

tion, the closeness of all our lives was 
illustrated by the theory that there are 
only six or fewer steps necessary to in-
troduce (through a chain of friends)  
any individual on earth to any other  
individual. Recently, a similar experi-
ence happened to our family that in-
volved Guemes residents past, present, 
and future. 

I got a telephone call from my very 
excited grandson Nick in Woodinville 
saying that he had been chosen as part 
of a program to let children with dis-
abilities have a special “standout” mo-
ment in their lives. His standout mo-
ment was to participate in the Seattle 
Reign FC game at Safeco Field. The  
goal of “empowering kids with cancer 
and other childhood diseases to fight 
their fight through the support and 
strength of professional and collegiate 
athletic communities throughout the 
nation” was sponsored by the Austen 
Everett Foundation. As a family, we did 
not realize the Guemes connection for 
several weeks. 

A big night
Nick’s big evening came on April 23. 

He got to be an honorary team captain 
for that Wednesday evening with the 
Seattle Reign FC professional women’s 
soccer team for their game against the 
Washington Spirit.

Nick loves soccer. He knows more 
stats about more international players  
and teams than seems reasonable for 
a 13-year-old junior-high student liv-
ing in Seattle. So to actually participate 
with these outstanding women play-
ers—including getting to meet Hope 
Solo, goalkeeper for both the Reign and 
the U.S. Women’s National Team—was 
a dream come true. Watching Megan 
Rapinoe, Kim Little, and Jessica Fish-
lock play, being part of a team photo, 
attending practice, helping with the 
coin-toss, and receiving a signed jersey 
were part of the perks for Nick.  

As we were having dinner a cou-
ple of nights later, Nick was telling me 

A Circle of Giving
about his special night. His 
uncle Ryan, my daughter-in-
law’s brother, had been friends 
with Austen Everett at Bishop 
Blanchet High School in Se-
attle. Austen was an outstand-
ing soccer talent, playing goal-
keeper and forward. She was 
training as a goalkeeper with 
the University of Miami  
Hurricanes when she was  
diagnosed with 
non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma. She 
continued to play 
while undergoing 
chemotherapy. In 
2010, she found-
ed the Austen Ev-
erett Foundation. 
She believed “there 
is no struggle too 
great, no hard-
ship to be avoid-
ed, no effort to 
be wasted, when 
one works to win 
the battle against 
cancer.” A beauti-
ful young woman, 
Austen died in 2012 (see page 19 of the 
September 2012 Tide).

A connecting memory
Austen Everett. Austen Everett—the 

name suddenly jolted me to the realiza-
tion that Austen was the little girl play-
ing soccer on the lawn next door to 
the North Beach home of my mother’s 
cousin, Mary  Stapp, and her husband, 
Charles, so many years ago when I was 
visiting them from Bend, Oregon. Aus-
ten—the daughter of Billy Everett, of 
North Beach. Austen—a fourth-gener-
ation Guemes Islander. The connection 
fell into place. 

Nick was a premature baby at 27 
weeks, which resulted in hemiplegic ce-
rebral palsy. Nonetheless, he plays his 
best game of soccer, using a walker, with 
the Snohomish United TOPSoccer pro-
gram. Without Austen’s foundation, he 
would never have had the special expe-

rience of seeing and participating in a 
game with professional players. Know-
ing Nick’s love of the game and what 
that night meant to him, I multiplied 
that by all the children who get to be a 
co-captain for a night. Austen’s love of 
the sport gives all of them a moment to 
shine.

Austen, the little girl right next door 
on Guemes, founded an organization 
that reached out years later to touch the 
grandson of another Guemes resident—
a true six-degrees experience for our 
family once we worked it all out! 

Thank you, Austen, and a special 
thank-you to the foundation that she 
began for this purpose. It was the per-
fect completion of a connecting circle 
embracing two youngsters’ love of the 
sport of soccer.

To obtain more information about 
the Austen Everett Foundation, see  
austeneverettfoundation.org. 

Top: Goalie Austen Everett plays for the University of Miami Hurri-
canes in 2009. Bottom: Nick Steffy, standing third from left, was the 
honorary captain for the Seattle Reign FC on April 23.
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•  in memoriam •

Debra Ann Dehn, a five-year resident of 
Guemes, died May 10 at the age of 59 after an 
extended illness.

She was born December 11, 1954, to Robert 
and Phyllis Salentine in Alameda, California.

She met Frank Dehn in Seattle, where they 
were married in 1985. After working for a 
time as a financial planner, she graduated from 
the University of Washington with a degree in 
French literature. Due to her illness, her dream 
of starting an import business was not to be. 

Debra and Frank bought property on 
Guemes in 2003 and built a cabin where they 
came for weekends that eventually extended to 

full time for Debra, who found great peace in the island community. She enjoyed 
knitting and loved writing. 

Debra was predeceased by a brother, Kenneth Salentine, and her mother, Phyl-
lis. Besides her husband, Frank, survivors include her father, Robert; sisters Karen 
and Sharon Salentine; and brother Steve Salentine. 

Services were at Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Catholic Church, Woodinville, on 
May 30 in the care of Curnow Funeral Home. Additional memorials in the Bay 
Area of California and Guemes Island will be announced.

Debra Dehn

By Gary Curtis
When we were spring 

cleaning at the Church, 
the rock garden was 
about cleared of weeds 
and a complaint was 
made about the “spruce” 
tree out front being a 
monster and a mess. A 
recommendation was 
made to just chainsaw the 
sucker and clear the area 
for something new.  

At that point, I re-
called admiring an in-
credible twisted tree 20 years ago by the 
entrance to the Church. Now it had 
been overgrown by invasive plants until 
it was no longer discernible. 

Needless to say, I recruited David 
Rockwood and Becky Stinson to join 
an effort to rescue this tree. After about 
three hours of ripping out weeds and 
other stuff and cutting out dead wood 
and errant branches, the old tree re-
vealed itself once again—a giant bonsai 
of sorts. It’s a spectacular tree, a weep-

“Giant Bonsai” Uncovered, History Unknown

ing blue Atlas cedar—a relative of a deo-
dar tree, the original cedar of Lebanon. 
Becky can tell you the Latin name. 

It would be interesting to know its 
history and when it was first planted. 
It must be quite old for the trunk to be 
that big—at least 40 to 50 years. And 
there had to be a lot of work by some-
one, training the weeping branches to 
take the graceful shapes that now show. 

Does anyone on the island know its 
story? 

This grafted weeping blue Atlas cedar tree was rescued in 
front of the Church.
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By Edith Walden
Tom and Carol Deach recently erect-

ed a historical marker next to the road 
at the home of Carol’s parents, Marvin 
and Alice Shoultz. The etched marble 
sign recounts the history of the Shoultz 
farm, which was established in 1911, 
when Louis Shoultz came to the North-
west from Michigan, lured by the Alaska 
gold rush. 

The Deaches hope the marker will be 
a prototype for other historical markers 
around the island, perhaps sponsored by 
the Guemes Island Historical Society. 
The sign cost about $50, not including 
the frame and post.

The sign is at 4644 Edens Road. For 
more information contact Carol Deach, 
president of the Guemes Island Histori-
cal Society, at 708-2726. 

Marker Erected at 
Shoultz Farm 

A new historical marker commemorates 
the Shoultz farm.

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting, 

June 9, 2014,  
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  

Public welcome.
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Five Years Ago
The Save the Mountain campaign at-

tracts house parties, neighborhood pic-
nics, garage sales, a live auction, and a 
memorable outdoor concert as leaders 
sense victory with just $600,000 left to 
meet the $2.2 million goal by October.

Jay Lewis, great-grandson of the 
pioneer Tim and Flora Mangan fam-
ily, along with his wife and sister-in-law, 
visit the site of the first Guemes store. 

—The Evening Star, June 2009

Ten Years Ago
Glen Veal receives 254 votes to 

his rival’s 76 to retain his seat on the 
Guemes Island Ferry Committee. 

The Guemes Island Planning Advi-
sory Committee starts work on a sub-
area plan.

Ace Star correspondent Betty 
Crookes gets her own feature story as 
she celebrates her 90th birthday.

—The Evening Star, June 2004

Fifteen Years Ago
Anderson’s Store celebrates its first 

anniversary with a catfish and hush-
puppy feed served by Woody and Rosie 
Jackson of Seattle’s Catfish Corner fame.

Totem Trail resident Ron Redmond 
departs for Yugoslavia to serve as senior  
press officer for the United Nations 

High Commissioner for refugees.
Don Strom relates his panic in 1949 

in the engine room of the six-car ferry 
Guemes, which was hauled out with all 
through-hulls open. He thought the 
boat was being launched; in fact, the 
movement was caused by the largest 
earthquake yet recorded in the state. 

—The Evening Star, June 1999

Fifty Years Ago
“Members of the Guemes Con-

gregational Church are making plans 
for a 50th anniversary celebration this 
fall. Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of Rev. F. L. Dawson, Mrs. Alfred 
Churchill, Mrs. Charles Bush, Mrs. 
Clyde MacFetridge, and Mrs. Fred 
Grant.”

“Latest addition to North Beach is 
a general store opened by Mr. and Mrs. 
Gail Brado.”

To avoid complications with the 
FAA, no names are printed. But seen 
over Guemes’s North Beach recently was 
a low-flying plane with its pilot mak-
ing an emergency delivery of cigarettes 
to a “stricken” islander via a homemade 
chute. However, the delivery was caught 
in a westerly wind and “three weeks lat-
er the object of the mercy mission was 
still picking through the adjacent woods 
looking hopefully.”

—Anacortes American, May 21  
and June 4 and 11, 1964

One Hundred Years Ago
“Charles L. Gant, former editor of 

the Guemes Tillicum and well known 
throughout the Northwest because of 
his quaint verse, is now doing editorial 
work on the Ilwaco Tribune. The latest 
issue of that paper contains a verse in 
which Gant extols the virtue of unfer-
mented cranberry punch over the flow-
ing bowl which indicates that Charley is 
probably on the water-wagon again.”

—Anacortes American,  
June 11, 1914

Charley Gant as pictured in the frontispiece 
of his book of poetry Songs of the Sea
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