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By Tom Murphy
Islanders came to the Public Ferry  

Forum on March 26 to meet with 
Skagit County Commissioner Ron  
Wesen, Skagit County Public Works  
Interim Director Dan Berentson, Coun-
ty Engineer Paul Randall-Grutter, Pub-
lic Works Controller Jim Mickel, Ferry 
Operations Division Manager Rachel 
Rowe, and Public Works Accounting 
Technician Jim Martin, along with Proj-
ect Manager Matt Williamson and naval 
architect Kurt Jankowski from the El-
liott Bay Design Group (EBDG).

The opportunity to discuss the Ferry 
Replacement Plan and the recent un-
scheduled ferry outage drew a large, 
interested, and polite crowd of more 
than 50 people. At the suggestion of the 
Guemes Island Ferry Committee, Wil-
liamson and Jankowski were in atten-
dance to present the Ferry Replacement 
Plan recommendations.

(For a detailed report of the ferry 
outage, see page 1 of the April Tide.)

When Should We Replace the Ferry?
Public Forum Presents Options

Design group defends  
recommendations

The bulk of the meeting focused on 
the presentation made by Williamson 
on various aspects of the Ferry Replace-
ment Plan. (The plan and Williamson’s 
PowerPoint presentation are available at 
skagitcounty.net and linetime.org.) 

Williamson was questioned several  
times about the methodology used 
to conclude that the ferry was run-
ning at capacity, or would be within a 
few years. Williamson pointed out that 
Skagit County is projecting a 24 percent 
growth in population on Guemes in the 
next 23 years. The group’s research used 
2013 ridership numbers for July and 
August, focusing on Sunday runs off- 
island during those two months. Wil-
liamson maintained that 42 percent of 
those runs were at capacity. 

That information, along with the 
county’s projected growth numbers and 
other historical data, led EBDG to rec-
ommend that the ferry capacity be in-

creased by 18 percent, 
accommodating four 
additional cars each 
trip. 

The Ferry Com-
mittee has made it 
clear that they do 
not believe the plan 
presents a convinc-
ing analysis that the 
35-year-old M/V 
Guemes is at capacity 
or worn out (see their 
letter to the county at 

By Win Anderson with Carol Deach
What a party it was.
On April 12, islanders celebrated 

the 100th anniversary of the first dance 
(April 15, 1914) at the Community 
Center Hall.

Guests, who were encouraged  
to dress in clothes from their favorite  
decade, arrived to a wonderful musical 
greeting with “Banjo” Eddie Miklosh’s 
island band, One Too Many. Guests  
of honor were Jane Veal Read, the  
island’s oldest living resident, at 95;  
Marvin Shoultz, the longest-tenured  

Community Center 
Celebrates 100th  

Anniversary

Jane Read, Guemes’s oldest resident, 
dances with grandson Adam Veal at the 
100th aniversary party.

Islanders speak with presenters at the conclusion of the  
Public Ferry Forum. (continued on page 14)(continued on page 4)
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The 17th annual 10K (6.2-mile) 
Dog Island Run will take place on Sat-
urday, June 7, starting at Schoolhouse 
Park. 

The run begins at 10:45 a.m. Walk-
ers start the 2-mile (3.2K) walk at 10:55 
a.m. A free shuttle bus will transport 
participants from the ferry landing to 
the park and back.

The challenging 10K run is certified 
by USA Track & Field and can draw 
around 200 participants. (Islanders 

Dog Island Run (and Walk) Coming on June 7
should plan their travel routes carefully 
for that morning.)

Awards are given to the top three 
male and female finishers in each of sev-
en age divisions, ranging from 14 and 
under to 70 and older. To register on-
line, visit dogislandrun.com.

The run is a fundraiser for the Gue-
mes Island Library, which is staffed by 
volunteers and free for use by islanders. 

For more information, contact Trish 
Bradley at staff@dogislandrun.com. 

A class in basic first aid and CPR will be offered on Saturday, May 31, from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at the Guemes Island Community Church. The course will be taught by 
trainers from the Skagit County Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Commission in 
conjunction with the American Health and Safety Institute.

The full-day course will include first aid, choking prevention, automated external 
defibrillator training, and CPR for adults, children, and infants. Certification is valid for 
two years.

There is a $20 fee for the course (lunch will be provided). Preregistration is 
required, and the class size is limited. To register, contact Skagit County EMS at 428-
3230. For more information, contact the Guemes Island Fire Department’s chief medi-
cal officer, Nancy White, at 293-0118.

CPR Class Offered May 31

By Edith Walden
On March 23, two colorful flower 

boxes planted with daffodils, tulips, and 
pansies appeared at the Guemes ferry 
landing. 

The return of cheerful flowers greet-
ing islanders and guests as they come 
and go from the island is a gift of several 
islanders who spearheaded the project 
last year.

This year’s spring plantings are pro-
vided from Skagit Gardens in Mount 

Ferry-Landing Flowers Return
Vernon by Lucia 
Christie, planted 
by Becky Stinson, 
and carried and in-
stalled by Chris-
tie, Kevin Green, 
and others. Stinson 
notes that they are 
really heavy. 

The boxes were 
made by Dave Rog-
ers, and in addition 
to Rogers, Chris-

tie, and Stinson, the project has been 
funded by Julie Hopkins. Becky reports 
that the group plans to change the flow-
ers seasonally.

If you would like to support and 
help maintain the project with a dona-
tion, please send contributions marked 
for the flower boxes to GIPOA, P.O. 
Box 131, Anacortes, WA, 98221. And 
say thanks next time you see one of our 
islanders who are so devoted to beauti-
fying our “gateway.” 

Flowers returned to the ferry landing on March 23.
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By Tom Murphy
On April 22, Ferry Operations Di-

vision Manager Rachel Rowe presented 
the Guemes Island Ferry 2014 Fare Rev-
enue Target Report to the Skagit Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners and advised 
the commissioners that Public Works 
was not recommending a fare increase at 
this time. 

The “target” for ferry fares each year 
is established by using a five-year rolling 
average of operations and maintenance 
expenditures, less state motor-vehicle 
fuel taxes, less ferry deficit-reimburse-
ment payments, then multiplied by 65 
percent (a multiplier resulting from ne-
gotiations between the county and the 
Ferry Committee in 2008 and estab-
lished by county resolution).

Rowe acknowledged that the revenue 
target has been exceeded the last two 
years and is forecast to exceed it again 
this year, but noted that the target has 
not come close to being met when con-
sidered on an annual basis. The best rev-
enue year was 2013 at 61 percent. “I’d 
like to see the 65 percent being met  
every year,” she advised. 

The recent surpluses were achieved 
in 2012 ($8,000) by extending the 
“peak” season from September 10 to 
September 30 and in 2013 ($35,000) 
by forgoing the annual haulout, she ex-
plained. The projected 2014 surplus 
would result because the fare revenue 
target is averaged over five years. 

Ferry Division Presents Revenue Report to Commissioners
Rate Increases and Surcharges Discussed for the Future

Fare increase in January 2015?
Rowe suggested that we may need a 

fare increase for 2015; the budget this 
year is $2.2 million—$600,000 high-
er than the five-year average. Commis-
sioner Ron Wesen suggested that he 
would be surprised if the fare-box rev-
enue exceeded 50 percent of the 2014 
target. Rowe pointed out that starting 
the county budget process in July will 
give Public Works the opportunity to 
assess their budget earlier and consider 
changes for 2015. She noted that a fare 
increase could be implemented in Janu-
ary 2015 rather than waiting until June 
2015, if conditions warranted it.

Rowe recommended that Public 
Works hold a public hearing to address 
a means of accounting for shortfalls and 
surpluses. She also recommended that a 
discussion begin about a ferry-replace-
ment surcharge, as part of the planning 
for the eventual replacement of the M/V 
Guemes. She concluded her presentation 
by informing the commissioners of the 
Ferry Division’s intent to develop a five-
year maintenance plan in order to create 
a true picture of the cost of operating 
the Guemes for another five years.

Officials respond
Commissioner Sharon Dillon men-

tioned that she favored annual haulouts 
for ongoing maintenance. Rowe ex-
plained that they have been under pres-
sure to cut costs; one way was to defer 

maintenance. She intimated that the re-
cent unscheduled outage was the result 
of that approach. 

“If we are going to keep this boat 
for another 10 to 15 years, we have to 
maintain it as if we are going to use it 
forever. . . . In order to keep it operat-
ing and safe, we are going to have to put 
some money into it,” Rowe explained.

In response to commissioners’ ques-
tions and statements about the 65 per-
cent fare target not being met annually, 
Rowe replied, “I think the methodology 
deserves a second look. Is there a better 
way to make sure we meet it on an an-
nual basis?”

Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt  

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

Are You Ready for 

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies

Guemes Island 
Renewable Energy Tours

Renewable Energy?
Consultations 
with Ian Woofenden

Energy Efficient 
Home Strategies

Renewable 
Energy Systems

(continued on page 7)
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linetime.org). Ferry Committee Chair 
Steve Orsini stated, “I would just like to 
sum up this section as a Ferry Commit-
tee member. We are unconvinced that 
the analysis on the capacity of the vessel 
is correct.” 

Williamson responded, “There are 
other factors that will go into the de-
termination whether a new vessel is re-
quired. I just want to be clear that we 
are not suggesting that demand is driv-
ing the replacement of the boat.” 

The condition of the vessel is “fair,” 
according to Williamson. A number of 
systems are obsolete and need replacing. 
While there are some vessels operating 
in Puget Sound at 60 years, as well as 
boats with 30- to 40-year lifespans, Wil-
liamson described two approaches to the 
life of a vessel. 

One is to look at a 60-year life ex-
pectancy with major and complete out-
fitting and mechanical refurbishment at 
years 20 and 40. This usually requires 
replacement of all power mechanics at 
midlife—engines, shafts, and propellers.

The other approach is to schedule 
repair and maintenance in an ad hoc 
manner, with normal maintenance oc-
curring at regularly scheduled intervals, 
and major repairs occurring as needed. 
This approach generally results in a 30-
year life cycle for a vessel. 

Williamson concluded his presen-
tation with a description of the three 
options proposed by EBDG: replace 
the ferry in 3 years, delay the replace-
ment for 10 years by making a moderate 
overhaul, or perform a major overhaul, 
lengthen the midbody, and extend the 
life of the ferry for 18 years. 

“The truth,” Williamson asserted, 
“is that none of the scenarios is going to 
take place as they are suggested. There 
will be time required to figure out what 
the right approach is going to be, time 
to figure out what funding sources are 
going to be, and how that funding is  
going to get put into place.” He esti-
mated that within the next 2 to 7 years 
a decision will need to be made either 
on extending the life of the current ferry 
or replacing it with a new one. He was 
certain that a procurement process will 

not begin immediately and 
that everyone should be 
aware of the “cost of delay,” 
estimated to be more than 
$100,000 a year 5 years 
from now. 

The crowd gave Wil-
liamson a round of ap-
plause at the conclusion  
of his presentation.

Warning from Lummi 
Island

Jim Dickinson, for-
mer ferry advisory member 
from Lummi Island, was 
in attendance and offered 
his observations. “This is 
the nicest meeting I have 
ever seen for a ferry. We 
don’t get anybody from our 
county. Your participation 
here is wonderful,” he con-
tinued, to lots of applause. 
“You can’t count on everything being 
the same. Change happens all the time. 
We have a 52-year-old ferry boat. It is 
now costing more to maintain than if 
we had bought a new boat.”

Among other issues with the boat, 
Dickinson explained that “the hull 
maintained its thickness until about 45 
years old, then it took a radical shift and 
the bottom plate had to be changed,” 
adding, “The smaller boats take a much 
more vigorous beating than the large 
state ferries; the cycling rate is shorter. 
You better be really careful here. You 
may find yourself just where we are in 
15 years.”

Dickinson claimed the internation- 
al standard is 35 years for a saltwater  
ferry. “You are right there right now,”  
he warned.

Rowe responds
Ferry Operations Division Manager 

Rachel Rowe reminded attendees that, 
although public comments on the Fer-
ry Replacement Plan were due by April 
11, an ongoing discussion will occur for 
several years. Specific questions sent by 
email or in letter form will still be giv-
en attention by the county, she assured 
listeners. “I just want to remind every-
body that we are just barely scratching 

the surface on this,” she continued. “We 
just got the report last November and 
you may remember we had a Public Fo-
rum where I promised to keep you in-
formed every step of the way. This is just 
the very first baby step.”  

Rowe noted that there was a sur-
vey on LineTime, and she asked Joseph 
Miller to fill the audience in on the re-
sults. Miller responded, “I didn’t bring 
the results with me, but early on the 
trend was for ‘none of the above op-
tions,’ which we added to your three, 
but as soon as the ferry broke down that 
began to shift, to ‘we want to see a re-
placement.’” (His comment was greeted 
by much laughter.) “The other thing is 
that 90 percent of the people were op-
posed to the midbody extension. They 
didn’t think that was cost effective.” The 
survey sample size was 64 people.

No fare increase this year
Rowe reported that Public Works 

is expecting the Fare Target Report to 
show a surplus of $34,998 for 2013 and 
a projected surplus of $37,000 for 2014. 
The “target” for ferry fares each year is 
established by using a five-year rolling 
average of operations and maintenance 
expenditures, less state motor-vehicle 
fuel taxes, less ferry deficit-reimburse-

Matt Williamson, Elliott Bay Design Group project man-
ager, speaks at the Public Forum.

FERRY REPLACEMENT
(continued from page 1)
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ment payments, then multiplied by 65 
percent (a multiplier resulting from ne-
gotiations between the county and the 
Ferry Committee in 2008 and estab-
lished by county resolution). The target 
for 2014 is $899,491. Public Works is 
not recommending a fare increase at this 
time. 

Yet to be decided is what to do with 
either a surplus or a shortfall in this for-
mula in future years. Rowe suggested 
that if the surpluses were to continue 
they might be saved and applied to a 
year when we experience a shortfall. She 
also mentioned that the surplus could 
be placed into a capital replacement 
fund, but that $35,000 a year isn’t going 
to make “the tiniest bit of difference” as 
applied to the cost of a new ferry. Com-
missioner Wesen remarked that there 
have only been two years of surplus of 
which he is aware.

A fall haulout
Rowe outlined the progression of 

projects for 2014. First up will be dock 
repairs, tentatively scheduled for June. 
These include replacing the live-load 
hangers, counterweight cables, and 
sheaves; replacing the apron flaps; and 
applying new nonskid material to the 
deck and apron deck.

Work to replace the dolphins at the 
Anacortes dock will commence on July 
15 and is expected to be finished within 
40 working days.

The first scheduled ferry haulout in 
two years will likely be between Sep-
tember 24 and October 31, according 
to Rowe, and will probably last for 21 
days. During the haulout, all nonskid 
material will be removed and replaced, 
ultrasonic measurements of the steel 
thickness of the deck as well as a major-
ity of the boat will be taken, and an en-
gine may be replaced. Rowe emphasized 
that “we will have a ferry haulout every 
year from now on.” 

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting, 

May 12, 2014,  
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  

Public welcome.

By Edith Walden
On April 23, the Skagit County 

Board of Commissioners announced the 
appointment of Dan Berentson as di-
rector of Public Works. Berentson had 
been serving as interim director since 
October 2013. The Public Works De-
partment is the home of the Ferry Op-
erations Division, which manages the 
Guemes Island ferry.

Berentson, a fourth-generation Skag-
itonian, has served in Skagit County 
government since 2001, when he was 
director of communications/community 
liaison. In 2009, he was appointed  
Natural Resources Division manager  
in the Public Works Department, a  
position he continued to hold during 
his interim appointment as director.  
He plans to maintain his management 
responsibilities for Natural Resources in 
his current position. Prior to his work 
with Skagit County, he had a 20-year 
career in the newspaper business. He 
also served as a Burlington City Coun-
cil member for five years from 1981 
through 1985.

Until his appointment as interim  
director, Berentson had managed a  
maximum of 50 employees, when he 
was a publisher. In his four years as 
Natural Resources Division manager, 
with about 20 employees, he worked 
with the other six divisions in the Pub-
lic Works Department and has “broad 
organizational experience working with 

Berentson Hired as Public Works Director
other jurisdictions,” 
one of his strengths, 
he told the Tide. He 
noted that more and 
more, Public Works 
must partner with 
other city, county, 
state, tribal, and fed-
eral governments on 
projects. 

With only his six 
months of interim 
experience in ad-
dressing and manag-
ing transportation, 
solid waste, engi-
neering, transit, and 
road-maintenance 

issues and operations, he will “depend 
on good employees making solid deci-
sions,” he said. The Skagit County Pub-
lic Works Department employs 166 
people. Berentson is the county’s sixth 
Public Works director in as many years. 

The county’s press release announc-
ing the appointment quotes Berentson 
as saying, “I look forward to the con-
tinued challenge of serving as director.”  
He told the Tide, “I’ve been enjoying 
the job so far,” laughingly observing that 
he is the 13th director in 30 years, was 
appointed as interim director in 2013, 
and has worked for the county for 13 
years. “Thirteen is a lucky number isn’t 
it?” he joked.

For a fuller profile of Berentson, see 
the December 2013-January 2014 Tide, 
page 1 (archived at guemestide.org). 

Dan Berentson is the new director of Public Works.
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Editors’ note: This section lists island 
events we think readers might want 
to know about more than a month in 
advance.
•• On June 14, Guemes Connects will 

sponsor an island blood drive, and the 
Guemes Island Property Owners Asso-
ciation annual meeting will be held.
•• On June 30 and July 1, 2, and 3, 

Science Camp will be held for children 
aged 4 through 10. The theme this 
year is the brain.
•• On July 5, the Guemes Island 

Chamber Music Series will present a 
concert at the Community Center at 
7:30 p.m.
•• On July 19, Howard Pellett will be 

taking your clean, gently used surplus 
items to Shipwreck Day to benefit his 
prison addiction-recovery programs.

•Save the Date•

Islanders are invited to attend the ongoing Commu-
nity Soup Suppers every Tuesday at the Guemes Island 
Community Church. Volunteers prepare a free simple 
meal of soup (and sometimes dessert) that begins at 6 
p.m. The meal is followed by a program at 7 p.m.

May 6:  Anne Passarelli will present a video, Spring 
Comes to the Harcuvars, that shows the beauty of the  
Arizona desert.

May 13:  Omi Cummings will speak about UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 
the Maritime Provinces of eastern Canada, based on her travels with husband Bob.

May 20:  Carol Harma continues the travel theme by talking about La Posada,  
a restored historic hotel in Winslow, Arizona, that was built in 1929 by the Santa  
Fe Railway for the Fred Harvey Company.

May 27: Mary Feagan will speak about using music and musical instruments 
for relief in a range of physical, psychological, and developmental disorders. Drum 
therapy will be demonstrated, so bring your drums if you’d like to participate.

Community Soup Supper Programs for May

This year’s eagerly anticipated 
Pie and Bake Sale, held annually 
on Memorial Day weekend, will be 
on Saturday, May 24, starting at 10 
a.m. at the Guemes Island Com-
munity Church. The sale runs until 
noon or when the pies and baked 
goods run out. For the uninitiated, 
pies often run out within 20 min-
utes. In addition to whole pies, indi-
vidual servings of pie and ice cream 
plus breads, cookies, brownies, and 
coffee will be available for sale.

The Women’s Fellowship bakes 
pies and sponsors the sale to raise 
money for donations to various 
charities. Fellowship member Anne 
Passarelli stresses that the need for 
donated pies is especially great this 
year because the group has fewer 
pie-makers than in previous years. 

Pies and baked goods may be 
brought to the Church after 9 a.m. 
on the day of the sale. Health De-
partment regulations stipulate that 
only fruit-filled pies (without milk or 
eggs) may be accepted.

There will be no early sales.
Plant-sale organizer extraordinaire Toni Schmokel has decided to take a sabbati-

cal this year, so there will be no plant sale.  

Pies, but No Plants, for Memorial Day

Handmade pies will be for sale on May 24—but 
probably not for long!

A Service for  
Remembering the  

Fallen

A Memorial Day service will be held at 
Edens Cemetery on May 26 at 10:30 a.m., 
according to cemetery commissioner  
Dixon Elder.
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rejoined, “I’m not mad or upset but 
somehow we have to find a way . . . 
[for] the rates to be commensurate with 
that target.” He continued, “We better 
start exceeding it because for eight years 
we haven’t.” 

Dahlstedt explained that he would 
like to see the boat replaced before some 
devastating event or disaster leaves is-
landers without a boat for six months or 
more. He further advised that missing 
the revenue target yearly makes it diffi-
cult for the rest of the county to under-
stand when it comes time to come up 
with matching money for ferry projects, 
since the rest of the county is already 
contributing 35 percent in road funds 
to the ferry operation.

Newly appointed Public Works Di-
rector Dan Berentson (see story on page 
5) agreed with Rowe’s assessment about 
maintenance and future planning needs. 
He concluded, “I’m assuming the next 
year we’ll be looking hard at what we are 
going to be doing about rates, because 
obviously revenue has to come from 
somewhere, and it’s very difficult to trim 
costs on this type of operation and still 
maintain a safe boat and meet the de-
mands of the community.” 

FERRY REVENUE REPORT
(continued from page 3)

By Edith Walden
When you need emergency medical 

care, it’s sometimes necessary to use air 
transport to get you to the appropriate 
hospital. The ferry might be out, or you 
might need a higher level of care than is 
available locally. Medical air flights are 
expensive. A flight to Seattle can cost 
more than $10,000, and your insurance 
company may pay only a percentage of 
the cost.

However, the expense of a flight 
need not enter into your decision mak-
ing. Airlift Northwest offers an AirCare 
membership program for residents 
of Washington. For $79 per year per 
household, all members of your house-
hold—you, a spouse/partner, and any 
dependents claimed on your income-
tax return—can join the program. All 
members must have valid health insur-
ance coverage. The AirCare program 
will cover the deductible and coinsur-
ance costs that are not covered by your 
primary medical insurer. 

People covered by Medicaid insur-
ance are not eligible to join because 
their insurance covers air flights. Those 
with Medicare insurance are eligible to 
join.

Airlift Northwest also offers a spe-
cial membership package for those who 
are vacationing in Washington. The va-
cation memberships are valid for three 
consecutive months for $60.

A team of two nurses—who are 
certified in advanced cardiac life sup-

Emergency-Flight Membership Program 
Saves Worry—and Expense

port, advanced trauma 
life support, pediat-
ric advanced life sup-
port, trauma nursing 
care, neonatal resuscita-
tion, critical care nurs-
ing, emergency nurs-
ing, and flight nursing 
flies—with all aircraft. 
This level of care is 
equivalent to that in an 
intensive-care unit of a 
hospital.

Airlift Northwest 
flights that are covered 
are those for emergency 

transport to the closest medically appro-
priate facility, as requested by a physi-
cian or medical professional, such as a 
first responder. Patient preference for a 
particular facility may also be a deter-
mining factor.

Airlift Northwest AirCare member-
ship forms are available at the Fire Hall, 
the Library, and in the lobby of the 
Store, or you can enroll online at  
uwmedicine.org/aircare. For more  
information, call (888) 835-1599 or  
email membership@airliftnw.org. 

Airlift Northwest has helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft ready 
for emergency flights.
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By Tom Murphy
Two issues generated most of the 

evening’s discussion at the April 17 
meeting of the Guemes Island Commu-
nity Center Association (GICCA). The 
first is the upcoming Talent Show on 
Saturday, May 17. The GICCA meeting 
will occur at 5:50 p.m., with a commu-
nity potluck commencing at 6 p.m. and 
the Talent Show starting at 7 (see side-
bar on this page for more information). 

Mike Gwost and Todd Figenshow, 
representing Schoolhouse Park Stage 
project co-manager Michel Brown, 
brought the board up to speed on the 
second important issue—the progress  
of the stage project. 

Figenshow reported that a meeting 
will be held with the engineers of the 
project sometime during the week of 
April 21 to discuss design alterations to 
make sure footings are included in the 
plan for the stage. When the design al-
terations are complete, Figenshow esti-
mated that digging for the stage footings 
could occur within a week or two. Once 
the footings are poured, the way will be 
clear to lay conduit for electrical wiring, 
install steel rebar, and pour concrete for 
the foundation. 

GICCA Meets: Schoolhouse Stage Progresses, Talent Show Planned
Both Figenshow and Gwost esti-

mated there is enough money in the 
GICCA stage account to accomplish 
the pouring of the concrete, but that 
more funds will be needed for the com-
pletion of the project. An estimate on 
how much more will be needed was not 
available.

Paint, hot dogs, and thanks
In other news, Rob Schroder report-

ed that the contractors for the exterior 
painting of the Community Center 
and Library did a fine job. The success-
ful bidder was Cris and Jeff Summers 
of Two Can Do It for the amount of 
$4,861. There are just a few items left 
on the punch list; Kelly Bush thinks 
they are minor and will be taken care 
of quickly. Schroder also informed the 
board and audience that the Hall passed 
the annual fire inspection.

The board is also looking for a vol-
unteer to head up the hot-dog sale for 
the 4th of July gathering at Schoolhouse 
Park following the parade. Schroder will 
not be able to organize the sale this year 
as he was asked by his granddaughter to 
be in the parade with her. Of course, he 
agreed! Anyone interested in picking up 

By Tom Murphy
All islanders are invited to sign up 

and participate in the ever-popular 
community Spring Talent Show, 
scheduled for Saturday, May 10, at 
7 p.m. at the Community Center. 
This year’s show will have a Western 
theme, so put on your boots, spurs, 
and tall hats and get ready to “gather 
around the campfire.” 

A community potluck dinner 
will precede the show at 6 p.m. A 
raffle will also be held at the event, 
which is sponsored by the Guemes 
Island Community Center Association 
(GICCA).

If you’ve got talent that you’d like 
to share with your friends and neigh-
bors, please contact Kathleen Phillips 
at kathleenphillips@outlook.com or 
299-0068; Julie Pingree at 293-2269 
or jping008@gmail.com; or any GICCA 
board member as soon as possible 
to secure a place on the talent show 
program. If you can’t make up your 
mind until the night of the show, you 
are also welcome to participate. Spots 
on the program may be secured right 
up to 7 p.m. Admission is free. Pingree 
and Phillips will share the duties of 
Mistress of Ceremonies. 

The GICCA board is securing do-
nations from island businesses for a 
raffle. If you have items to donate for 
the raffle, contact Phillips or Pingree. 
Proceeds from the raffle will go to 
support the Community Center.

Roundin’ Up Talent

this task is asked to contact Rob at 588-
1639 or chenoah36@gmail.com.

Finally, President Julie Pingree ex-
pressed her extreme gratitude for all the 
people who have been working so hard 
to support the Community Center and 
the programs sponsored by GICCA. 
She specifically mentioned the events 
that have occurred recently, such as the 
dance celebrating the 100th anniversa-
ry of the Hall, the cleaners and paint-
ers who worked so hard to get the Hall 
ready, and all of the folks who worked 
on producing the Jazz at the Hall event, 
which raised approximately $2,000 for 
the stage project. 

          
 

Karen Everett 

(360) 202-7373 
GuemesIslandExpert.com  

Urgent Guemes Real Estate Update 
In the last year, 14 homes sold on Guemes—ranging from $200k to 

$720k, but the current inventory of homes is very low.  

SELLERS: The time to list is now! Capture the demand for homes on 

Guemes before interest rates rise and buyers dry up.  

Call me for a free market analysis. 
 
 

Recent recipient of the 2013 Gold Award of Excellence  
from the North Puget Sound Association of Realtors 

Choose a top-ranking agent 
who lives on Guemes Island 

and knows it well! 
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When What Time Where Contact

May 1, Thu. Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
May 2, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 3, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
May 4, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Church Council 11:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Guemes Gold Scholarship Reception 3:00 pm Church Janice Veal 293-3721

May 5, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Cinco de Mayo Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
GIPAC 6:00 pm Church Allen Bush, Jr. 293-7439
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382

May 6, Tues. Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm Connie Snell's Connie Snell 708-3589
Community Soup Supper: Anne Passarelli, 6:00 pm Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
   Video: Spring in the Arizona Desert

May 7, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kundalini Yoga 5:00 - 6:30 pm Hall Constance Mayer 299-3358
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 8, Thu. Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Church George Meekins 840-9391
May 9, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May10, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Community Potluck & 6:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2296
  Spring Talent Show 7:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2296

May 11, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Mother's Day
May 12, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:00 pm Fire Hall Chip Bogosian 293-2760
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726

May 13, Tues. Soup Supper: Omi Cummings, UNESCO 6:00 pm Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
  Heritage Sites in the Maritime Provinces
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 14, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kundalini Yoga 5:00 - 6:30 pm Hall Constance Mayer 299-3358
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.



The Guemes Tide Community Calendar May 2014

When What Time Where Contact
May 15, Thu. GICCA meeting 7:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2296
May 16, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 17, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
May 18, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
May 19, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 20, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Community Soup Supper: Carol Harma, 6:00 pm Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
  Historic La Posada Hotel in Winslow, AZ

May 21, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kundalini Yoga 5:00 - 6:30 pm Hall Constance Mayer 299-3358
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 23, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 24, Sat. Guemes Fire Department Open House 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Fire Hall Olivia Snell 708-2432
Pie and Bake Sale 10:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 25, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
May 26, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Memorial Day Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Cemetery Committee 6:00 pm Fire Hall Dixon Elder 293-8935
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 27, Tues. Community Soup Supper: Mary Feagan, 6:00 pm Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
  Music Therapy
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 28, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Kundalini Yoga 5:00 - 6:30 pm Hall Constance Mayer 299-3358
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 29, Thu. CERT Radio Test 7:00 pm Gail Nicholls 293-9540
May 30, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 31, Sat. Public CPR/First Aid Class* 9:00 am - 5:00 pm Church Nancy White 293-0118
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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By Edith Walden
In February, the Guemes Island Fire 

Department (GIFD) purchased an Apex 
19-foot, rigid-hull inflatable boat with 
a Yamaha 115 outboard motor from 
the Island County Fire Department for 
$5,000. Island County had upgraded its 
water-rescue boat, surplusing the Apex. 

The boat replaces a custom-made 
23-foot, aluminum-hull boat that had 
been donated to GIFD in 2011 for the 
purpose of performing open-water res-
cues. After trying out the very heavy 
boat, the department realized the boat 
would need lots of money to outfit it 
with operable equipment and, with 
its deep gunnels and exposed propel-
ler, rescues would be challenging. The 
Apex can maneuver in tight spaces, can 
be launched by two people, and came 
equipped with operable equipment, in-
cluding a radio and antenna.

The boat will be used for local, emer-
gency water-rescue incidents where lives 
are threatened or medical assistance is 
required. Boaters running out of gas 
or experiencing mechanical problems 
do not qualify for rescue from the fire 
department. Because first responders 
must be called to the Fire House, must 
put on gear, and must drive the boat 
to a launch at either end of the island, 
a quick response is not possible. It will 

Fire Department Purchases Water-Rescue Boat

take at least 15 minutes to get the boat 
and responders launched.

Gear and garage needed 
The fire department also purchased 

about $3,200 worth of rescue gear for 
GIFD’s seven volunteer first respond-
ers who are certified in water-surface 
rescue: Mike Stamper, Gerry Francis, 
Nancy White, Larry Pyke, Tom Fouts, 
Olivia Snell, and Dave Margeson. The 
gear includes anti-exposure coverall/
flotation suits, rubber-insulated gloves, 
waterproof boots, helmets, water-resis-
tant balaclavas, flashlights, strobe lights, 
chemical light sticks, whistles, knives, 
and signal flares—equipment to keep 
first responders safe when performing 
water rescues in precarious situations.

GIFD also purchased a boat garage. 
The metal structure, 12 feet wide and 
25 feet deep, was recently construct-
ed by GIFD members between the two 
Fire Houses. The cost of the garage was 
about $3,500. 

Snell leads water-rescue team
Lieutenant Olivia Snell first fell in 

love with water when she left her des-
ert home after high school to work on 
various fishing trawlers in Alaska for 
seven years. She was a member of the 
U.S. Coast Guard for six years, serving 

in Newport, Oregon, as a petty officer 
boatswain’s mate. While in Newport, 
she also earned her Master, 100 Ton  
license, enabling her to skipper a larger 
vessel like the charter vessel she and hus-
band Dan owned. She opted for operat-
ing a 26-foot, rigid-hull inflatable that 
was used for part thrill-ride, part whale-
watch cruises off the coast of Newport 
for two years.

Plus, she married a fisherman.
Even with all that experience, she 

wants to lead drills with the boat to get 
familiar with the local waters and to 
learn how the boat handles. She plans  
to prepare a checklist for first respond-
ers, to make sure they are prepared as 
they head out. She will continue to train 
volunteer responders. Eventually she 
hopes the team will be prepared to act 
as mutual-aid responders for outlying 
areas.

If you’d like to see the boat, drop by 
the GIFD Open House on May 24 (see 
article below). 

This rigid-hull inflatable craft, recently acquired by the fire department, will enable first 
responders to perform rescues in open water.

By Lieutenant Olivia Snell
In celebration of National Emergen-

cy Medical Services Week, the Guemes 
Island Fire Department is having an 
open house on Saturday, May 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please come join your 
local volunteer firefighters and EMTs at 
the Guemes Island Fire Department at 
6310 Guemes Island Road.

The firefighters and EMTs will have 
all emergency vehicles out and avail-
able for tours, including the new water-
rescue boat (see article on this page).

Fun for the day will also include:
• Fire-extinguisher demonstrations
• Medical demonstrations and free 

blood-pressure checks
• Spraying and playing with water 

and the fire hose
• Goodie bags for kids
• Refreshments
• Sparky the fire-safety dog
This will also be a great opportunity 

to gather fire-safety information before 
the upcoming fire season, as well as to 
visit the Guemes Connects medical-
equipment lending closet. 

We hope to see you all out there!

Fire Department  
Hosts Open House

ed
it

h
 w

a
ld

en



12     The Guemes Tide     May 2014

Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Josiah Lyons turns 17 on May 2.
Catherine Reyburn turns 18 on May 4.
Ana and Elise Northcutt turn 5 
     on May 5.
Mae Mittelstaedt turns 90 on May 10.
On May 12, Hallie Freeman turns 17, 
     and Margi and Richard Houghton 
     celebrate their 30th anniversary.
Marguerite Adams turns 86 on May 15.
Maxwell Seto turns 14 on May 18.
Otter Moline turns 13 on May 23.
On May 24, Jill Brenden turns 9.
Teo Linnemann turns 3 on May 25.
Iris Sherman turns 92 on May 29.
J. T. Butler turns 12 on May 31.

By Edith Walden
Wesley Bone, 16, began his public-

school career last October when he en-
tered Anacortes High School as a fresh-
man. Previously homeschooled by his 
mother, Kim, Wesley—who admits to 
being a very social person by nature—is 

Wesley Bone Becomes a Junior Firefighter
now enjoying having more responsibil-
ity, more freedom, and more friends.

The Bones moved to Guemes from 
northern Idaho in 2012 to help care 
for Kim’s parents, islanders Bruce and 
Jeanne Notson.

Like all Anacortes High School stu-
dents, Wesley is required to partici-
pate in extracurricular service activities. 
Many of his friends’ parents in Idaho 
were firefighters, and he thought their 
experience was “a really cool thing.” 
Lieutenant Olivia Snell had told him  
of the Guemes Island Fire Department’s 
growing need for young people, and he 
was interested.

Bone began attending fire drills 
about six months ago, and he’s learned 
and practiced CPR, has learned to check 
the oxygen levels on the self-contained 
breathing apparatus tanks, and partici-
pated in the launching of the depart-
ment’s new water-rescue boat. He be-
came an official junior firefighter in 
March. He’s enjoyed his experience so 
much he’s now starting to wonder “how 
far this job can take me.”

When asked how it felt to be in his 
firefighting gear after suiting up for the 
first time in order to have his photo 
taken, he responded resoundingly, “It 
is awesome! It feels great!” That kind of 
exuberance and enthusiasm will be wel-
comed by his fellow firefighters. 

Wesley Bone, a junior firefighter as of 
March, poses proudly in his gear.

Heavenly Care, Inc.
Adult Family Home

for Seniors

WA State Lic # 752144

• Personal Care 
• Registered Nurse on Staff
• Memory Care
• Medication Administration
• Activities
• Meal Preparation
• Laundry & Cleaning
• Hospice

7055 Holiday Boulevard
(360) 299-8584 

HeavenlyCareInc@hotmail.com

Estate Sale
Saturday, May 17th

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
6056 Section Avenue

By Edith Walden
Just as Dan Berentson took the reins 

as director of Public Works (see arti-
cle on page 5), Jacque (Jonas) Kuyken-
dall, executive assistant to the director 
of Public Works, retired at the end of 
April after 30 years. She served under 13 
Public Works directors, with about 5 of 
them being interim directors, she recalls.

As a reporter following Public Works 
news for four years, I can attest that—
just as “an army travels on its stomach” 
—the department’s “trains run on time” 
because of Jacque. When I needed infor-
mation quickly or access to personnel, 
it was Jacque who I turned to. She was 
always prompt to return a call or email 
and was helpful, efficient, accurate, 
and eminently discreet and profession-
al. And with 30 years of institutional 
knowledge, she’s a historical library unto 
herself. Plus, she’s got a wicked sense of 
humor, if you draw her out. It may take 
a while for the county to recognize its 
immense loss.

Newly married a year ago, Jacque 
plans to retire to their five acres and care 
for horses, a new rescue donkey, goats 
(with new triplets), chickens (with new 
chicks hatching everywhere), guinea 
hens, and—oh, yes—and soon-to-be 
seven grandchildren. 

Happy days, Jacque! And thanks for 
your inestimable service. 

Jacque Retires!
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By Edith Walden
The Easter Bunny and his helpers were busy 

in April. About 366 hard-boiled eggs (including 
15 dozen donated by Dad’s Diner) were provid-
ed for island youngsters to dye and decorate on 
April 18. 

The next day, the Easter Bunny and Bun-
ny Assistants managed to hide them along with 
about 500 plastic, candy-filled eggs at School-
house Park. Beneath threaten-
ing clouds, a horde of young-
sters made the mad dash to 
find them all when the signal 
was given for the hunt to be-
gin.

The bunny was especially 
adept this year at hiding the 
three special “golden eggs” 
that can be redeemed for prize 
Easter baskets. Lucy Gray 
found the first egg promptly 
but the remaining two proved 
to be especially furtive. Long 
after all the other eggs were 
found, special hunts were organized for the 
missing two eggs. Sharp-eyed Shaw Clifton fi-
nally managed to find both of them. He shared 
one of his prizes with his friend J. T. Butler.

The Easter Bunny wants to thank the 
Guemes Island Community Center Associa-
tion, Dad’s Diner, Kelly Bush, Angela McLean, 
Michael Grennell, Tom Butler, Alex Bosch, 
Katherine Butler, Brenna Perry, and the many 
other helpers for their donations of money, 
eggs, and time. 

Bunny Business

On April 10, emergency 911 ser-
vice was disabled for about six hours 
throughout the state of Washington 
and in some counties in Oregon. Ac-
cording to the Seattle P-I, about 4,500 
911 calls failed to connect during the 
outage.

If 911 service is unavailable, people 
in Skagit County can reach dispatch 
at Skagit 911 through a local number 
for emergency help: 336-3131. For 
non-emergencies, you can reach Skagit 
County dispatch at 428-3211.

Who to Call When 
911 Is Out

By Nick Allison
On April 11, a homeowner in the 

7000 block of Holiday Boulevard noti-
fied the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office 
that, sometime in late March, a thief 
had gained access to their garage and 
stolen some gardening tools, including 
a long-handled lopper and some prun-
ing shears.

There are no suspects in the case, ac-
cording to Chief Criminal Deputy Don 
McDermott. 

Hideaway Burglary 
Unsolved

Above: Island youngsters 
(with help from parents) 
dye some of the 366 Eas-
ter eggs. Left: Emmett 
Neuharth finds an egg 
for his basket. Below: 
Emily Bush and Iona 
McLean (in bunny suit) 
hunt for eggs.
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resident, with 87 years on the island, 
and his wife, Alice; and little Ari Veal, 
the youngest resident on the island, at 
44 days old, who slept through most of 
the party. 

The Hall was beautifully decorated 
and highlighted with numerous historic 
photos. Marvin Shoultz cut the ribbon 
to officially open the ceremony. 

Guemes Island Community Cen-
ter Association president Julie Pingree 
spoke about the history of the Hall 
and thanked the residents who began, 
developed, and continue to make the 
Hall a place for all to come together in 
friendship and celebration. Guemes Is-
land Historical Society president Carol 
Deach introduced the guests of hon-

or and each told about a particularly 
memorable moment in the history of 
the Hall. 

Then it was time for some danc-
ing and visiting. Lorrie Steele’s dance 
group— Bea Cashetta, Sequoia Ferrell, 
Diane Guinn, and Vickie Stasch—en-
tertained guests by tapping to “Ballin’ 
the Jack,” a song from 1913. Jane and 
her grandson Adam set off on the dance 
floor, followed by Carol Deach and her 
father, Marvin Shoultz. Wendell Phillips 
served as DJ for the night’s dance music, 
which featured tunes from throughout 
the last century (Yadi Young and George 
Park brought down the house with their 
moves to “YMCA”). Candy, cookies, 
popcorn, and soft drinks were served to 
the guests.  

On behalf of the Guemes Island His-

torical Society, Win Anderson presented 
a facsimile of a bronze plaque, to be in-
stalled this summer, honoring the 1914 
founders of the Hall. 

At closing, live music was sponta-
neously provided by Mike Gwost and 
George Park.

Thanks to all—the musicians and 
tap dancers; party planners and decora-
tors M. J. Andrak, Bea Cashetta, Kath-
leen Phillips, Emma Schroder, and 
Lorrie Steele; Rob Schroder, who en-
gineered the hanging of the disco ball; 
Kelly and Allen Bush Jr., Jim Cashet-
ta, Carol Deach and the Guemes Island 
Historical Society, Susie Gwost, Wendell 
Phillips, and Julie Pingree—for their 
help in presenting a successful celebra-
tion of a century’s worth of community 
gatherings. 

HALL 100TH ANNIVERSARY
(continued from page 1)

Top: From left, Diane Guinn, 
Sequoia Ferrell, Vicki Stasch, 
and Bea Cashetta offer a 
tap-dance performance as 
DJ Wendell Phillips (center) 
looks on. Bottom left: Julie 
Pingree, Community Cen-
ter  Association president, 
enjoys the festivities. Below: 
Clockwise from left, Adam 
Veal, Angie Veal and Ari, Andy 
Gladish, Jack Sparrow, “Banjo” 
Eddie Miklosh, Michael Mc-
Guinness, and Daniel Burnett 
play some party music.
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Zumba is a Latin-inspired dance-
fitness program that has taken the 
world by storm, according to Ana-
cortes Zumba instructor Elke Macart-
ney. She will be offering a 12-week 
course of low-impact Zumba (Zumba 
Gold) at the Community Center on 
Wednesday mornings from 9 to 10 
a.m., beginning May 21 and continu-
ing through August 6.

Macartney notes that no dance 
experience is required, and that all lev-
els of fitness and all ages are welcome. 
The fee is $6 per session, or you can 
purchase a punch card for four classes 
for $20. Children under 12 can attend 
for free with an accompanying adult. 

For more information, contact 
Macartney at elke@InspirationU.com 
or 770-7831. To see a fun sample class 
led by another instructor, visit tinyurl 
.com/zumbasample.

Zumba Comes to 
Guemes





   


···
···



Top left: On the porch, Marvin 
Shoultz prepares to cut the 
ribbon in front of the newly 
painted Hall, with (to his left) 
Julie Pingree and Jane Read. 
Top right: Carol Deach dances 
with her father, Marvin Shoultz. 
Above: The island’s oldest 
resident, Jane Read (center), 
poses with son Glen Veal and 
the island’s youngest resident, 
Ari Veal, held by his mother, 
Angie Veal. Left: Terre Scappini 
made a quilt hanging in tribute 
to the Hall’s 100th anniversary.
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The noise was abrupt and bordering 
on painful. Sounded like someone shak-
ing a tin bucket of rocks in a cave.

No need to panic. A word emerged 
from the din—something like “norrd-
dbongeddd.” It was the Portland Union 
Station’s finest public-address system, 
lofting perfectly good words at the mar-
ble walls and ceiling, where they burst 
into tattered shards before crashing hard 
to the concrete terrazzo floor and into 
the ears of the bewildered multitudes.

My northbound Amtrak 516 would 
arrive soon and was on time—a huge 
relief, as I can personally vouch for pas-
senger-train inconsistency in this age 
when mudslides are common along with 
ever-increasing delays for those pesky 
prioritized freight trains. 

Then there are those bizarre rare in-
terruptions, such as during a classic trip 
a couple of years ago. My train, en route 
to pick me up in Fresno, California, hit 
a truck. No one was hurt, but the inves-
tigation took an hour and a half. 

On our way north we borrowed an 
extra engine to get through the Siski-
you Mountains. Then we hit a tree. I 
was told we had some “splainin” to do 
with the rightful owner of that engine. 
And another inspection was required.

Meanwhile, we had gotten out of 
synch with all the freight trains we had 
been timed to pass on the fly. 

As the delays piled up, so to speak, 

I kept son Neil in Portland informed of 
our revised ETAs, four of them, so he’d 
know when to pick me up. Poor guy: 
8:30 p.m. turned into 1:15 a.m. and no 
sleep between calls. Reason enough to 
ignore the occasional tardiness of our 
M/V Guemes.

But all in all, I love Amtrak. It gives 
me pretty much uninterrupted time: 
to snooze (I carry a small pillow); to 
read; and to contemplate the crumbling 
back yards of many of the small towns 
passed through. (Well, OK, the wom-
an entertaining the whole car with her 
cell phone call didn’t mean to violate 
the sanctum—she just didn’t hear the 
conductor’s instructions to, and I para-
phrase here, “TAKE YOUR $#@&*# 
PHONE INTO THE VESTIBULE 
BETWEEN CARS!” Most likely she 
missed the advisory because she was  
texting at the time.)

I recommend the bistro. The crew  
is efficient, prices are OK, coffee’s good, 
and the napkins could serve as bath 
towels in a pinch. The food is surpris-
ingly pleasant, although my single en-
counter with a cheeseburger was one 
of my more forgettable gastronomical 
events. 

Fortunately, I always pack some 
fruit, carrot sticks, a candy bar, and, this 
time, a chocolate-glazed old-fashioned 
from the Anacortes Donut House. 

Sweet. 

By Edith Walden
A reception to honor island high-

schoolers who have won Betty Crookes 
Guemes Gold scholarships will be 
held on Sunday, May 4, at 3 p.m. at the 
Guemes Island Community Church.

Outstanding island juniors and se-
niors are eligible for the three scholar-
ships, awarded in the amounts of $500, 
$1,000, and $1,500. Only seniors are 
eligible for the Gold award of $1,500. 
This year there are no island seniors. 

Named after its co-founder, the 
Betty Crookes Guemes Gold scholar-
ships were first sponsored by the 
Women’s Club, beginning in 1991.  
After the dissolution of the Women’s 
Club, multiple island organizations  
have joined together to raise money  
for and sponsor the scholarships.

Please come to support and cel-
ebrate the achievements of our island 
young people. 

Guemes Gold  
Reception May 4

By Win Anderson
On Wednesday, May 7, the Guemes 

Island Historical Society will travel to 
the Shaw Island Library and Historical 
Society, which houses a small museum. 
The purpose of the visit is to collect 
more ideas for a museum/research libra-
ry on Guemes, and to just have a day 
away from our own island with friends. 

All interested persons are cordially 
invited. 

The group will depart from the 
Washington State Ferry Terminal in An-
acortes at 10:40 a.m. and return from 
Shaw at 4:35 p.m., arriving in Anacortes 
at 6:05 p.m. Reservations can be made 
online. Adult tickets are $12.95; senior/
disabled tickets are $6.45. 

A single six-passenger vehicle will be 
available to shuttle walk-on passengers 
to the library/museum. Bring something 
to read and a sack lunch or plan to pa-
tronize the ferry cafeteria during the 
two-hour westbound trip. (The Shaw Is-
land store is closed until June.) Sign up 
by contacting Carol Deach at 708-2726 
or caroldeach@aol.com. 

Historical Society to 
Visit Shaw Island
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By Edith Walden
It’s been a busy month for Skagit 

Valley Tulip Ambassador and islander 
Lily-Rose Day. Since February, when 
the 11-year-old was selected in a con-
test as one of two Tulip Ambassadors for 
the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival (see page 
12 of the March Tide), she’s had a full 
schedule of events to attend. 

On April 9, she and fellow ambas-
sador Sean Cowan went to Olympia to 

The Life of a Tulip Ambassador
tour the capitol and Gov-
ernor’s Mansion and to 
meet with Governor Jay 
Inslee. They presented 
Inslee with tulips and a 
framed 2014 tulip poster. 
He gave them prints of a 
view of the tulip fields he 
had painted and met with 
them for about 45 min-
utes. 

Day’s next-favorite 
event was greeting guests 
at Tulip Town and Rooz-
engaarde and seeing the 
tulip fields with millions 
of tulips. Day, a fifth-
grader at Island View Ele-
mentary School, also rode 
in the La Conner Tulip 
Parade and introduced a 

performance at the Mount Vernon Tulip 
Festival Street Fair.

“It’s been so exciting,” she told the 
Tide, “and such a huge honor! I still 
can’t believe they called my name.” 
Monica Clifton, Lily-Rose’s deservedly 
proud mother, reports that Tulip Festi-
val officials have said that Lily-Rose and 
Sean are some of the best ambassadors 
they have ever had. 

It’s not at all hard to believe. 

Tulip ambasssadors Lily-Rose Day (left) and Sean Cowan 
meet with Governor Jay Inslee.

By Edith Walden
Joost Businger joined the growing 

population of Guemes nonagenarians 
on March 29. His birthday was celebrat-
ed that day with a community potluck 
gathering at the Community Center. 

Following remarks by both sons Ste-
ven and Ferdie, who emphasized Joost’s 
gentle, tolerant, and unflappable nature, 
Joost spoke to the large group of island-
ers and friends. He said he was especial- 
ly grateful for his “blissful life on 
Guemes” and this “special and positive 
community, where we do not fight, but 
accept each other,” adding, “We should 
be an example to the world.” 

Joost Turns 90
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Joost Businger prepares to blow out the 
candles on his birthday cake.

May 15–18, 2014
Historic Downtown La Conner

OPENING NIGHT
SHERMAN ALEXIE & TOM ROBBINS

Readings–Conversations–Workshops
with acclaimed poets

TICKETS: brownpapertickets.com
& at the door

INFO: skagitriverpoetry.org

Mickey McEachern (left) gets a cup of coffee at Michael “Recycle” Grennell’s 
coffee stand in the upper ferry lot. Grennell had his grand opening on April 
28 and plans to offer free coffee and pastries (accepting tips only) seven 
days a week from 6:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Queue Up and Smell the Coffee
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•  in memoriam •

Robert William “Bob” Matchett died 
on March 26 in Seattle.

Bob was born in Yuba City, Califor-
nia, on February 8, 1942. His parents, 
Laurence and Mardell Matchett, worked 
in the shipyards for the WWII effort in 
Oakland, California. Following the war, 
they established a successful business in 
Marysville, California. 

Bob attended the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, where he received his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in agron-
omy. Bob received his PhD from Colo-
rado State University. His doctoral sub-
ject was the “Grandpa Gene” in barley, 
earning him the affectionate nickname 
“Barley Bob.” 

Bob enjoyed spending his time in 
the rural outdoors. He and his wife, 
Holiday, met in 1962 when they were 
both agronomy students and married  
June 14, 1964. They lived on three 
farms in Yolo County, California, and 
one on Guemes Island, Washington. 
They raised their children to appreciate 
the value of the natural world around 
them. Together they traveled to every 
continent except Antarctica, always en-
joying the cultural and natural aspects 
of the places that they explored, many 
of which involved bird-watching.

During his career Bob was a cereal  
breeder (“disrupting the sex life of 
plants,” as he liked to say). He cooperat-
ed worldwide with other plant breeders 
in producing new varieties of grain (bar-
ley, wheat, and triticale). Many of these 
new varieties were adapted to thrive in 
specific environmental conditions. His 
40 productive years were spent with 
Northrup King Seed Company and  
Resource Seeds/Goldsmith Seed Com-
pany. He cooperated with the Interna-
tional Maize and Wheat Improvement 
Center. In 2012, he was honored by 
the American Society of Agronomy for 
distinguished contributions to the ad-
vancement of California agriculture.

Bob’s life on Guemes Island was 
filled with bird-watching, hiking, clam-
ming, crabbing, kayaking, looking for 
agates, and biking. He was known as a 

Robert Matchett

“say-yes” guy to projects involving trail-
blazing and noxious-weed removal. His 
favorite home activities included bee-
keeping, planting and caring for his or-
chards, as well as helping others with 
theirs. 

He spent many hours volunteering 
at WSU-Mount Vernon Research Cen-
ter in the Native Plant Garden and ex-
perimental orchards.

Bob was an avid supporter of the 
Tide, often helping label issues in prepa-
ration for mailing, and offering, with 

Holiday, their cottage as Tide “head-
quarters.”  

Bob is survived by his mother, 
Mardell Matchett, age 93, of Nevada 
City, California; his wife of 50 years, 
Holiday Wagner Matchett; his sons. 
Clayton (Shea) Matchett and Elliott 
(Mai) Matchett; his foster sons, Jah 
(Bank) Ansavananda and Gee (Thanh) 
Ansavananda; his sisters, Gail (Rob)  
Yelland and Lynne (Kerry) Nugent; his 
niece Cara (Brian) Rowley, grandneph-
ew Miles, niece Sarah Farren, and neph-
ew Matthew (Alisa) Rodman. He is also 
survived by his grandchildren, Brian 
Matchett, Iliana Salazar, Rylie Mat-
chett, Aiden Matchett, Arlo Matchett,  
Peregryn Matchett, Juniper Matchett, 
Jaya Ansavananda, Tara Ansavananda, 
and Taye Ansavananda.

A community remembrance was 
held on April 16 on the island.

Memorial donations may be made  
to the Guemes Island Community 
Center Association, 7885 Guemes 
Island Road #11, Anacortes, WA 
98221; Guemes Island Chamber Mu-
sic, P.O. Box 121, Anacortes, WA 
98221; Guemes Island Environmental 
Trust, P.O. Box 1634, Anacortes,  
WA 98221; and Skagit Land Trust,  
Box 1017, Mount Vernon, WA 98273.

By Edith Walden
Following the Skagit County Public Works Department’s removal the of signs 

that the Guemes Island Property Owners Association (GIPOA) had posted within 
county roadside rights-of-way, GIPOA has a new idea—one that is legal. The signs had 
reminded islanders about the banning of illegal fireworks and were first installed in 
2008 in an effort to limit the noise and trauma that islanders and/or their pets, not to 
mention wildlife, typically suffered near the 4th of July, when loud and illegal fire-
works were repeatedly being set off, often for weeks before and after the holiday.

The GIPOA board is sponsoring an island-wide contest for the wording and 
concept of yard signs—similar in size to political yard signs—that would encourage 
islanders and visitors to refrain from using any illegal fireworks, or any fireworks at 
all except on July 4. The signs would be posted in private yards for a period of time 
around July 4 and then removed after “fireworks season” is over. GIPOA is offering a 
prize of $100 for the winning sign concept.

Send your concept by May 15 to GIPOA, P.O. Box 131, Anacortes, WA, 98221. For 
more information, contact Howard Pellett at 293-8128 or any GIPOA board member.

For more information about the sign removal, see page 17 of the April Tide.

GIPOA Launches Fireworks-Sign Contest
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•  in memoriam •

Joseph Farina, a summer visitor to 
Guemes for many years, died March 25 in 
Mount Vernon.

Joe was born December 4, 1920, in 
Sora, Italy, to Frank and Restitute (Iarusci) 
Farina. The family immigrated to Canton, 
Ohio, when he was 4. As the oldest child, 
he quit school at the age of 16 to help  
provide for the family by working as a  
machinist. 

He enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps in 
1941, serving on merchant-ship escort ves-
sels and as a battleship gunner and perform-
ing commando raids on German submarine 
bases. 

Corporal Farina was severely wounded in a bomb blast, leading to his medi-
cal discharge in 1943. In 1945, he was hired by Seattle City Light to work on Ross 
Dam, where he became an ironworker; it was the start of a 38-year career working  
on numerous dams and bridges in the Northwest and Alaska, including the La 
Conner Bridge and the I-5 bridge at Mount Vernon.

He met and married Ann in 1946. In retirement, Joe and Ann traveled widely  
but always found their greatest pleasure entertaining grandchildren at the family 
cabin on Guemes Island’s “Agate Beach.” 

Joe was a 61-year member of Emmanuel Baptist Church of Mount Vernon, 
where he served as deacon, Sunday school teacher, and leader of Boys’ Brigade. His 
hobbies included rock collecting, woodworking, boating, and fishing.

His wife, Ann, preceded Joe in death in 2001. Survivors include son Joe (Con-
nie) Farina and a sister, Sue Bittner.

A memorial service was held April 4 in Mount Vernon in the care of Kern  
Funeral Home. Memorials can be made to Emmanuel Baptist Church.

Joseph Farina

Thaddeus Lester Ipsen, a resident of Totem 
Trail Road, died on March 30. He was 77. 

Thad was born March 12, 1937, to Thad-
deus and Della Ipsen in Pocatello, Idaho, and 
was raised in Sacramento, California. 

Thad earned his bachelor’s degree in engi-
neering at the University of California, Berke-
ley, before taking a position with the Boeing 
Company, where he served for 25 years.  

In 2003, he and Martha Gregory, a friend 
from 40 years earlier, reconnected and were 
married. They began coming to Guemes and 
bought their home here in 2008, although 
Thad didn’t move here permanently until last 
year.

Besides Martha, his wife of 11 years, survivors include a sister, Kathy Haugen; a 
brother, Jeffrey; and a stepdaughter, Molly Paney.

At Thad’s request, no services are planned.

Thad Ipsen

Author and educator Bruce Saunders 
died at the age of 74 on February 26 in 
Seattle after a yearlong battle with amy-
otrophic lateral sclerosis.

He was born September 29, 1939, 
in Tucumcari, New Mexico, to Lyle 
and Maxi Saunders. He was a philoso-
phy major at Reed College in Portland, 
where he met and married Laura Stanley 
in 1964. He earned a master’s degree in 
journalism from UCLA and a PhD in 
sociology and education from the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley. 

Bruce worked for a number of years 
on the faculties of Pennsylvania State 
and the University of Washington prior 
to becoming an independent consultant 
working to develop educational reform 
efforts in religious schools in rural areas 
of developing countries. 

He also wrote two books of fiction: 
The Mexican Cowboy, Coyote, and the 
Thing in the Sky and Bruce’s Fables. 

Bruce and Laura purchased property 
in Holiday Hideaway in 1995 and built 
their weekend cabin six years later. The 
cabin, designed by Robert Hull of Seat-
tle, is notable for its pull-up garage-size 
door facing Mount Baker.

“It just makes me smile to come 
here,” was one of Bruce’s refrains on the 
way to Guemes. 

Besides Laura, his wife of nearly 50 
years, Bruce is survived by daughter 
Kaiti Saunders and son-in-law Rob  
Colenso. 

Family and friends gathered in  
Seattle for a celebration of Bruce’s life  
in April.

Bruce Saunders
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Five Years Ago
The renowned Total Experience Gos-

pel Choir draws a large crowd in con-
cert at Schoolhouse Park in a “Save the 
Mountain” fundraiser, as the campaign 
surges toward the finish line.

Carl White and Nik Mardesich are 
recognized by the American Red Cross 
for saving the lives of a young man and 
his mother during a boating accident in 
a storm off North Beach. Also hon-
ored as “Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors” were Guemes Connects and the 
Community Emergency Response 
Team.

—The Evening Star, May 2009

Ten Years Ago
Broadband internet arrives on 

Guemes thanks to Index Cable Com-
pany’s installation of fiber-optic cable 
to augment their offering of cable TV 
started 12 years earlier.

For the first time in known his-
tory, Guemes is visited by a direct 
descendant of the island’s namesake, 
Juan Vincente de Guemes Pacheco y 
Padilla Horcasitas y Aguayou, the 2nd 
count of Revilla Gigedo, the 52nd 
viceroy of New Spain (Mexico)—who 
never saw or set foot on Guemes. That 
void is cured 11 generations later with 
the arrival this March of Manuel Gue-

mez and his wife, Jackie, now residents 
of Everett.

—The Evening Star, May 2004

Fifteen Years Ago
Captain Gary Casperson and his 

M/V Guemes crew of John Acker and 
Doug Elliott are commended for their 
rescue of a kayaker during a brutal Feb-
ruary storm in Bellingham Channel.

The steel frame of a proposed 
22,500-square-foot horse stable/arena 

at the head of Nootka Lane is pictured. 
Workers estimate they excavated some 
30,000 cubic yards of rock for the is-
land’s largest building. Owners are Den-
nis and Carol Canady of Redmond. 

—The Evening Star, May 1999

Fifty Years Ago
“Paintings by the students of Mrs. 

Henry Hattie have been hung for a one-
month display in the People’s Bank in 
Anacortes. The 18 oils represent the 
work of Mrs. Con Vallquist, Mrs. 
Henry Hammill and Mrs. Rita Moor 
Brown.”

“The Guemes Island Fire Depart-
ment volunteers have wrapped up six 
training sessions sponsored by the state 
board of Vocational Education.”

—Anacortes American, May 1964
 

One Hundred Years Ago
“Seventeen-year-old Robert 

Young, the son of Mrs. R. W. Spencer, 
drowned last Monday when a skiff in 
which he and a companion were play-
ing, capsized. The accident occurred 
just off the beach near Dunn’s Store.”

“The Guemes Social Club will give 
another in their series of dances at the 
Hall next Wednesday. The steamer Elk 
will transport visitors from Anacortes 
at 8:30, 9:30 and 10:30 p.m.”

—Anacortes American,  
May 7 and 21, 1914

Taking advantage of a beautiful spring day, two-
year-olds Shaw Clifton and Lily-Rose Day enjoy 
a romp at the Schoolhouse Park playground ten 
years ago. Among other things, Shaw is now 
tearing up the soccer fields in Seattle. Lily-Rose, 
singer and musician, was recently named Tulip 
Ambassador (see page 17).
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