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Guemes Gold
Applications Due April 25

Island high-school juniors and
seniors must submit their applications
for the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold
Scholarships by 5 p.m. on Friday, April
25. Submissions must be mailed to or
dropped off at Jan Ebersole’s home
at 5308 West Shore Road. For more
information, contact Jan at 299-4322
or Janice Veal at 293-3721.

The Guemes Gold Scholarships
have been awarded annually to out-
standing island juniors and seniors for
22 years. Prizes of $1,500, $1,000, and
$500 are usually granted.

EDITH WALDEN
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Propane Still Sold
at Store
By Edith Walden

In a likely misunderstanding about
Anderson’s General Store discontinuing
their diesel service, a number of island-
ers have expressed concern to General
Manager Terran Reneau that the Store
will no longer supply propane. Reneau
assures islanders that he has no inten-

Sequoia Ferrel’s watercolor The Circle of Life is displayed in the Loft at the Store. tion of discontinuing propane service. J
By Bob Anderson tions that delight the eye and are end- .

If you have not yet been to the gal- lessly repeated. Notice
lery at the Store, make the time to see Another analogy might be that of Fire Commissioners’ regular meetingj,
the watercolors there by Sequoia (Susan)  the mandala or even the lotus blossom, April 8, 2014,
Ferrel, which will be on display into images that bring the eye to the center at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.
April. and then outward in circles and spirals Public welcome.

My first impression is of very so- like flower petals unfolding. Her use of

phisticated “pointillism”—a form from color is both fragile and strong, creat-

the beginning of French modern paint-  ing a blended totality of pleasure to the Are You Ready for
ing by artists like Georges Seurat, which  viewer. One is continually finding new Renewable Energy?

uses small bits of color and light that images hidden in the whole, providing Consultations

blend into a shimmering whole as one delight at new discoveries. with lan Woofenden

moves away from the surface. Only Full disclosure: We have one of her Nationally known renewable expert
instead of dots of paint, Ferrel’s light paintings in our living room and never Home Poywer magazine senior gditor
points are a multitude of small figura- tire of exploring its intricacies. J Author of Wind Power for Dummies

Renewable
Creativity Contest Entries Due April 15 Energy Systems
Entries for the Creativity Contest sponsored by the Guemes Island Environ- Energy Efficient

Home Strategies

mental Trust are due Tuesday, April 15. Residents of Skagit County aged 15 to 20
may submit entries to the Guemes Island Environmental Trust, PO. Box 1634,
Anacortes, WA 98221. Entry forms and instructions are available at gietrust.org.
R Tbree prizes will b.e awarded ‘in t'hf: amounts of $1,500, $1,00Q, and $590. ian@renewablereality.net
pplicants may submit work as individuals or as teams. For more information, 360-770-1520
contact Carol or Howard Pellett at 293-8128. )

Guemes Island
Renewable Energy Tours
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BEACHCOMBING

The previous owners of our 1911
house had simplified moving furniture
from the second floor by the creative ex-
pedient of ripping out the banisters and
newel posts. It seemed to me a small
matter in the greater scheme of the proj-
ect. I would restore them later.

When “later” arrived, a “temporary”
handrail was installed.

Thirty-seven years passed before “fix
the stairway” reached the top of my to-
do list again. I started researching stair-
way systems. The only clues remaining
from the original installation were the
splintered stumps of the boxed newel
posts. Reproductions of such a classic
system are available at prices somewhere
in the stratosphere. And anyway, stan-
dard factory pieces are designed for new
construction and wouldn’t fit our house
without rebuilding the entire stairway.

with Win Anderson

o

I started considering designing my own
but the construction of the newels had
me flummoxed.

Then, as luck would have it, the par-
tial wreck of a vintage box newel was
discovered in a salvage yard. There was
just enough left for a roadmap to copy.
I showed it to David Prewitt. David is
what I think of as a “challenged carpen-
ter.” That is, he loves a challenge. And
he has the patience for precision—a val-
ued amenity that after decades of seek-
ing I am still trying to grasp.

The found newel, made up of
framed panels, had one element that
held a mystery. I have made miters,
dovetails, mortise-and-tenons, coped,
and butt joints (a connection as good as
its name). But I had never seen the el-
egant, complex joints used in this cen-
tury-old piece—a sort of curve/recurve

Left: David Prewitt shows off a glued-up
newel side. Above: Here is a close-up of an
ogee joint next to a tongue and groove.
This ogee will secure a stile (between pan-
els) into a full-length rail, glue only, no nails
or screws needed.

profile to a reverse mate. Get it? Neither
did we.

We fiddledy-fartelied* around trying
to find router or shaper bit combina-
tions to reproduce that element. Noth-
ing. Finally I checked out Rob Schro-
der’s massive router-bit collection. Still
no luck. I was about to give up when I
spotted Rob’s set of Roman ogee cutters.
I had always considered ogees as just an-
other fancy edging tool. But now these
S-curved blades set off sparks in my
long-closeted cluster of dusty synapses.

Rob helped me set up a test and,
pardon my French—voila! Reversible
cuts with the same bit fit together “like
a saddle on a sow,” as Phil Cook would
put it. It turns out someone figured this
out in the 16th century or earlier. The
result is reminiscent of the yin-yang
symbol of harmony. And now that I
look around, I notice it is a common
feature on all of our older doors.

In the present case, the installation
combined the ogee with a tongue and
groove (good name for a rock band)
feature—a complication requiring the
studied detailing of Mr. Prewitt.

As they say, “you’re never too old to
learn”—and even better if you can pass
the actual work to someone a lot more
capable.

*©2014, W.A. )



COURTESY SKAGIT COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS

County Removes GIPOA Signs

Private Property Owners Sought as Hosts

o
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Signs posted by GIPOA in 2008 were
recently removed by the county.

By Edith Walden

In February, the Skagit County Pub-
lic Works sign shop received a com-
plaint from an island resident con-
cerning signs that the Guemes Island
Property Owners Association (GIPOA)
had installed on the island in August
2008. Because the signs were installed
in the right-of-way of a public road and
resembled official signs, Skagit Coun-
ty Engineering Technician Given Kutz
complied with county code and Wash-
ington state law and ordered them re-
moved on February 27.

The signs, which (somewhat redun-
dantly) noted ILLEGAL FIREWORKS
PROHIBITED ON GUEMES ISLAND,
have been returned to GIPOA president
Howard Pellett.

GIPOA has campaigned over the last
six years to limit fireworks to one day,
July 4, to reduce the trauma to pets,
wildlife, and the infirm.

Skagit County code (SCC 10.16
.030) designates that “No person shall
place any signs, indicators, advertise-
ments, stakes, posts or any other foreign
objects or objects [sic] upon a public
highway or right-of-way of any public
highway. . . .”

Washington law (RCW 14.61.071)

also prohibits signs in view of any high-
way that look like official traffic signs

or signals but allows “the erection upon
private property adjacent to highways of
signs giving useful directional informa-
tion and of a type that cannot be mis-
taken for official signs.”

When asked what would be legal to
post on private property, Kutz advised
that the sign could not be the same
shape or color as any traffic-control
device. He suggested to the 7ide that
a square sign with blue lettering on a
white background would not be mistak-
en for an official sign.

The signs were posted at the “chick-
en-foot” intersection, on Guemes Island
Road near the Store, and at the Fire
Hall. The GIPOA board will be consid-
ering redesigning the signs and would
like to find property owners who would
be willing to have a sign posted next to
the road on their private property.

If you have property on South Shore
Road (or near the chicken-foot intersec-
tion), on Guemes Island Road, or on
West Shore Road and would be willing
to host a sign, please call Howard Pellett
at293-8128. )
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A labyrinth is being built between the
Church and the Community Center.
Work parties are scheduled every
Saturday in hopes that the project will
be complete by summer solstice.

Making a Way
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www.olsondesignworksnet  (360) 588-9090

OLSON
DESIGN
WORKS H

Custom Remodeling - Creative Spaces
Painting - Artistic Textures & Finishes

Licensed, Bonded & Insured #OLSONDW891K6
e ——

Year ‘Round
Groundskeeping

Guemes-based
No job too small
Free Estimates

Billy Everett &
Todd Figenshow

293-3581




18 The Guemes Tide April 2014

Jazz at the Hall Is aBig S

Above: Nick Allison plays to a full house to benefit the School-
house Park Stage project. Right: Volunteer contractor Todd Fi-
genshow (left), who will supervise the foundation pour, listens as
Michael Brown, co-manager of the project, makes a plea for funds.

Even though it was a warm, sunny
day on March 23, more than 80 peo-
ple showed up from 4 to 6 p.m. at the
Community Center to visit with friends
and neighbors, enjoy some wine, and
listen to part-time islander and accom-
plished pianist Nick Allison play jazz.

Sparkling from a spring cleaning

the day before by the Guemes Island

woods.

uccess

dows that many people didn’t know
existed—with a beautiful view of the

Allison’s jazz-imbued render-
ings from the Great American Song-
book—tunes by composers such as
Rogers and Hart, Jimmy Van Heusen,
the Gershwins, and Jerome Kern—
along with a few bossa novas and

several originals, drifted through the
crowd, blending with conversations to
create a perfect Sunday afternoon.

The event raised $1,820 for the
Schoolhouse Park Stage project.

Thanks go to the GICCA board, es-
pecially Kathleen Phillips for organizing
and helping set up the event, Nick for
the music, Michael Brown and Mick-
ey McEachern for selecting and serv-
ing wine, Mary Jo Andrak, Kelly Bush,
Arden Charles, Jan Ebersole, Susan and
Karen Everett, Frea Gladish, Dyvon Ha-
vens, Julie Pingree, Emma Schroder,
Janice Veal, Edith Walden, Jackie Witt-
man, and Yadi Young. J

Community Cen-
ter (GICCA) board
members and vol-
unteers Karen and
Scott Anderson,
the Hall had been
transformed into a
classy setting with
white-tableclothed
card tables, spring
flower arrange-
ments, and black
backdrops setting
off the serving ta-

bles. The east end

of the Hall had
been opened up
to expose win-

It’s Stinging-Nettle Time Again

By Edith Walden

I've been a fan of braising or sautéing our native stinging-
nettle leaves each year as a ritual spring tonic. Once I got past
the fear of being stung gathering them (use gloves) and then
the fear of being stung swallowing them (they don’t sting af-
ter they've been cooked), I grew to like their distinctive herbal
taste.

Last year, when Justin James requested that I bring net-
tles to him in Atlanta to remind him of the island, I decided
I should branch out a little in my culinary repertoire. This is
the nettle soup recipe I arrived at, after a bit of experimenta-
tion. Justin’s family were so enthused about the soup and about
a pesto Justin and I made that his dad ordered nettles online
the next day to plant at their mountain home. He periodically
sends me a nettle report (they’re doing fine).

This is just the right time to gather the young shoots while
they are tender. Be sure to discard the stems. Last year, I gath-
ered nettles through April—just the tender tops. The leaves get

tough after the plants blossom; after that you can try your hand

at making stinging-nettle rope (see jonsbushcraft.com/Nettle
cordage.htm).

Soup may be served hot or cold. Nettle soup freezes well,
though it must then be well-blended before serving.

Justin’s Nettle Soup
10 cups nettle leaves (somewhat packed—about %> pound)
1 thsp. olive oil
1 large sweet onion, diced
1% pounds (about 4 cups) diced potatoes
6 cups broth (chicken or vegetable, or use the blanching water
from the nettles, or a combination of these)
34 tsp. ground pepper
* tsp. ground nutmeg
¥ cup half-and-half
Salt to taste

1. Blanch nettle leaves in 2 quarts or more of boiling salted
(1 tsp.) water for two minutes. Use tongs or heavy rubber gloves
to blanch several big heaps at a time. Strain blanched nettles and
set aside.

2.1n a large soup pot, heat olive oil over medium heat. Add
onions and cook until they soften. Add potatoes, stock, and sea-
sonings. Bring to a boil and then cook over medium heat for 15
minutes.

3. Using an immersion blender (or a food processor or stan-
dard blender), finely blend the potatoes, onions, and stock. Add
blanched nettle leaves (about 1 cup, packed, or more to taste) and
blend until everything is smooth and thoroughly mixed. Add half-
and-half and stir (or blend). Add salt to taste. J
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* IN MEMORIAM °

Helen Swartz

Helen Swartz, 93, died on February 21 at the
Guemes Island home of her daughter, Donna
Davis.

Helen was born November 1, 1920, in Mas-
sillon, Ohio, to Nick and Elena (Muntean) Cin-
dia. She entered college at age 35 and earned her
degree in education at Kent State University in
1963 and her masters degree in 1966. She was
a teacher and social worker for 30 years and ad-
visor to the Washington High School Distin-
guished Citizens Committee.

She served on the Massillon (Ohio) Civil
Service Commission under three mayors and
was active on the boards of the YWCA, Stark
County Mental Health Service, the Spring Hill Historical Home, and other com-
munity positions. She was an active member of the First United Methodist Church.

Her husband, Warren Swartz, preceded her in death in 2002.

Survivors include daughter Donna (Gary) Davis, of Guemes Island, and brother
Mike (Nedra) Cindia.

Services were in Massillon. Memorial contributions are suggested in her name to
the Washington High School Alumni Association Scholarship fund, Room H-214,
One Paul Brown Dr., Massillon, OH 44646.

Robert Matchett

We are saddened to report the passing of Robert William “Bob” Matchett
on March 26. He was 72. A full obituary will follow in the May 7ide.

~
Phil Burton Brings Jewels of Knowledge

By Edith Walden [E

At a Community Soup Supper program ‘
on March 18, islander Philip Burton, a third-
generation jeweler at Burton Jewelers in
Anacortes, presented a program on jewelry
appraisals and gemstones.

Burton is a registered jeweler with the
American Gem Society, which is dedicated
to protecting consumers by maintaining
ethical business practices and skills and
knowledge about gems.

Burton described the difference be-
tween an insurance appraisal that focuses
on replacement value and a fair-market
appraisal that focuses on the current value
of the piece. Replacement costs are often
higher than the fair-market value, as is the
cost of the appraisal. Burton Jewelers per-
forms both types of appraisals.

Burton specializes in diamonds, and brought a number of them to pass around
to demonstrate differences in color, clarity, cut, and carats. There was a lot of oohing

Phil Burton speaks about jewelry at a
March 18 Community Soup Supper.

and ahhing in the group, along with stunned silence at the gems’beauty (and value).

o J
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Oil Spill Occurs During
Oil-Spill Workshop
By Tom Murphy

During the morning portion of the
March 15 Community Engagement for
Oil Spill Response workshop at the Pa-
dilla Bay National Estuarine Research
Reserve, the cell phone of Mark Wat-
kinson, director of Skagit County De-
partment of Emergency Management,
alerted him to a call. As if to highlight
the connectedness of oil-spill responders
to oil spills in the marine areas of Puget
Sound, the call informed Watkinson
that the Shell Puget Sound Refinery in
Anacortes had just experienced a crude-
oil spill of about 6,300 gallons. He re-
ported that the spill was contained to
the refinery site and that no oil leaked
into the local waters.

The call was an ironic interruption
to a session that focused on the speed
and connectedness of alerts to—and re-
sponses from—agencies that respond
to oil spills. Along with Watkinson,
representatives at the workshop from
the U.S. Coast Guard, the Washing-
ton State Department of Ecology, and
Skagit 911 all received the alert, putting
them on notice that their services might
be needed quickly. In a spill into marine
areas, the agencies would all respond,
form an incident-command team, and
participate in decisions on containment
and recovery, as well as restoration of
marine areas afterwards.

This workshop, along with five pre-
vious ones held in neighboring coun-
ties, was hosted by Robyn du Pre’, ex-
ecutive director of the Northwest Straits
Marine Conservation Foundation. The
workshops’ purpose was “to educate the
general public and local officials about
oil spills in the marine environment.”
Participants learned who is part of inci-
dent command, how decisions are made
about incident response, and how mem-
bers of the public can become involved.

The Tide was told that in addition to
information about various environmen-
tal workshops, the PowerPoint presen-
tations from this workshop will soon
be up on the foundation’s website,
nwstraitsfoundation.org. J
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Looking Back

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society
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six members.

Edited by Win Anderson

Five Years Ago

Both candidates for the open Ferry
Committee position are seated follow-
ing an unprecedented election in which
incumbent Glen Veal and challenger Al-
len Bush split the certified 388 votes.

Dyvon Havens, a lady of many lists
of wildlife sightings and weather ob-
servations, is introduced in a feature by
Betty Crookes.

Different views of island legend Hor-
ace Hammill are related in a piece fea-

In the jaw-dropping 2009 election, incumbent Ferry
Committee member Glen Veal (left) and challenger Allen
Bush Jr. garnered exactly the same number of votes. Both
were seated, temporarily bumping the committee up to

turing the recollections of
Patty Orton Harrington,
a California horse trainer.
She credits Hammill with
giving her a start as a teen-
ager living on Guemes.
—The Evening Star,
April 2009

Ten Years Ago

The first step toward
adding ferry-patron park-
ing on the Anacortes side
starts in March with the
demolition of the brick
cannery warehouse at 6th
Street and K Avenue.

The Community Cen-
ter piano is unlocked and
uncovered to encourage
more use. Donated by Bob
Clark as a memorial to Edith Wicksell,
it was originally considered too valuable
to leave exposed but was rarely played.

—The Evening Star, April 2004

Fifteen Years Ago

Harry and Elinor Lindbeck, he of
Harry Lindbeck and His Band, pay a
visit to the island to recall playing the
Community Hall in May of 1949, the
night the lights came on on Guemes.
The current visit, for pleasure only,
marks the band’s 55th year.

—The Evening Star, April 1999

Fifty Years Ago
“Gitl Scouts in Troop 1295 shared
an overnight at the Don Escher cabin
on Guemes during spring vacation. The
girls walked to the home of member
Phyllis Shoultz and had lunch on the
lawn before hiking to North Beach.
“Members of the Bird Watchers
Club met last Tuesday at the home of
Mrs. Walter Gilkey with Mrs. Ralph
Stockton giving an interesting talk on
the nesting habits of various birds.”
—Anacortes American, April 16
and 23, 1964

One Hundred Years Ago

“A double-armored replacement tele-
phone cable will serve Guemes Island
within 30 days, according to W. E. Ever-
ett, manager of the Anacortes exchange
of Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Com-
pany. The announcement was made at
a meeting of the Guemes Island Tele-
phone Company at the new Guemes
social club hall last night.

“L. K. Hohein, an employee of the
Spencer Ranch, was taken to the Ana-
cortes Hospital unconscious following
the runaway of a team he was driving on
Guemes.

“He suffered head injuries when
thrown to the ground. His condition is
reported to be not serious.”

—Anacortes American, April 16, 23,

and 30, 1914



