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Engine Breakdown Cripples Ferry for Five Days
Steve Partridge

By around 3:30 p.m., he managed
to bypass some relay switches, according to Rowe, and the Guemes limped
to Pier II at the Port of Anacortes Marine Terminal. Mechanics worked into
the night Tuesday, and by midnight
they reached a prognosis—but the full
extent of the damage wasn’t known until Wednesday evening.
With only 1,800 hours on the rebuilt engine, it showed wear well beyond normal for its hours of service,
requiring that all six injectors and cylinder heads, the turbocharger, and the
aftercooler be replaced.
Parts needed to be ordered from
Portland. The cylinder heads were so
sensitive they could be shipped only
by truck, and arrived at 5 p.m. Friday.
The Strait Arrow provided passenger service during the unexpected ferry outage—until it,
Mechanics from Diesel Services out of
too, suffered a breakdown.
Bellingham and the county machine
shop, along with Martin, worked until midnight Friday night
By Edith Walden
and again Saturday morning to make the repairs. At 11:30
From late February to mid-March, islanders were plagued
a.m. they conducted their own sea trials and found leaks that
by outages of various sorts. On February 24, a number of
North Beach residents experienced an overnight power failure needed to be tightened.
U.S. Coast Guard sea trials couldn’t be scheduled until
that lasted for about 18 hours. Around that same time, San
Sunday morning.
Juan Cable Internet service was out for about three days.
On March 10, an islandwide electrical failure lasted for
almost two hours, beginning at 5:08 p.m. The outage caused
A brief history of Guemes engines
the 5:30 p.m. run of the ferry to be seven minutes late, acIn 2005, the county purchased three new engines for the
cording to Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe,
ferry, all of which could run for 30,000 hours before requiring
in order to run generator power to the loading ramp.
a rebuild. Two engines (A and B) were installed in the boat
But that was a minuscule delay compared to what was to
and one was reserved as a spare (engine C). Engine C wasn’t
come.
used until October 2010, when engine A, with 23,000 hours,
was removed to be rebuilt and replaced with C. The rebuild,
which took about three months, was completed in fall 2011.
Trouble on the M/V Guemes
In October 2012, engine B reached 30,000 hours and was
For about a week preceding March 11, ferry mechanic
replaced with the rebuilt engine A. A month later, engine A,
Bob Martin had observed that engine number 2 would occarebuilt by Tri-County Diesel Marine, developed problems. It
sionally not shut down completely. After multiple attempts,
was pulled from the boat in November 2012. Engine B was
he was unable to fix it. Following the 11:15 a.m. sailing on
Tuesday, March 11, he was unable to restart the ferry.
(continued on page 4)
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Daniel Burnett Joins Fire Department
By Edith Walden
with the island’s
Born in Calilocal band One
fornia, raised in
Too Many and at
Tacoma, eduthe Community
cated at WheaHoliday Dinner.
ton College in
He’s the pianist
Illinois, with
at the Guemes Isstops in between
land Community
in Oregon and
Church.
North Dakota,
He started
Daniel Burnett
hearing about
has finally found
the Guemes Isa place that feels
land Fire Departlike home, here
ment (GIFD)
on Guemes Isfrom then-landland. “This is the
lord Diane Murfirst place I’ve
ray. She and othever been where
ers from GIFD
Daniel Burnett, shown in firefighting gear,
I’d want to raise
have been ackids,” he told the notes that “the fire department is good for
tively recruiting
everybody.”
Tide.
him, and he was
Burnett, 30,
finally convinced.
majored in Spanish and music and has
Knowing that he could take some firea philosophy minor. He spent two years training courses online and be trained
in the Peace Corps in Bolivia, workin-house rather than having to make the
ing on water-sanitation projects. He’s
three-month time commitment to atbeen a park ranger, done septic work,
tend the fire training academy made it
and for the last five years has worked for seem possible for him. In-house trainthe Post Office delivering mail. He cov- ing results in a similar amount of trainers four routes on a part-time basis. You ing but can be adjusted around the firemay have seen him delivering your mail fighter’s own schedule. (Such training is
on Guemes on Mondays.
not equivalent to the Washington state
He first came to Guemes on his mail Firefighter 1 certification that allows
route. One of the first people he met
firefighters to be a responder anywhere
was Andy Gladish, who introduced him in the state.)
to the music scene on the island. Some“This island has given me a lot, and
thing clicked for him when he attended the community is so supportive. I want
the Woodchoppers’ Ball, and in 2012 he to give back to the community,” he ofmoved to Guemes. He is now preparing fered, giving his main reason for joining
to build on his lot on Cypress Way.
GIFD. “The fire department is good for
He’s an active participant in music
everybody.” Quiet and unassuming, he
circles around the island, performing
says he would be interested in becoming
an EMT if given the opportunity.
GIFD is thrilled to have a successCorrection
ful recruit, especially one under 40. If
In the “Save the Date” box in our
you’re interested in becoming a volunFebruary and March issues (page 6), we
teer firefighter, or know someone who
listed the Hall anniversary party and
might be, contact any firefighter or call
dance as being on April 15.
293-8681, email gfire@guemesfire.org,
While the 100th anniversary of the
or drop by the Fire Hall during office
first dance at the Hall is on April 15, the
hours from 9 to 11 a.m. on Mondays
party this year will be on Saturday, April
and 9 a.m. to noon on Wednesdays.
12 (see article on page 8). We regret the
For more information, visit the
error.
GIFD website at guemesfire.org.
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Fire Department Gets “New” Pumper

The fire department recently replaced its oldest pumper with this 1990 truck.

In February, the Guemes Island Fire
Department (GIFD) paid $5,000 for
a pumper from the Anacortes Fire Department. The 1990 Seagrave pumper
will replace a 1982 Ford pumper in the
GIFD fleet. “This engine not only updates our fleet, it provides additional
capabilities,” Fire Chief Mike Stamper
told the Tide.

The new pumper holds 750 gallons
of water and has a side-mounted pump
panel. This truck also has a foam injection system that will allow the use of
water or Class A or Class B foam for fire
suppression. Class A foam is used on ordinary wood or paper fires, Class B for
petroleum-based fires.
The Seagrave pumper passed its

pump test on March 21. The fire department conducts pump tests annually
on all its rigs.
“The Guemes fire department has
been looking for a truck to replace the
1982 Ford for a couple of years,” Assistant Chief Gerry Francis explained.
“The old Ford pumper no longer meets
National Fire Protection Association
standards. When the Anacortes fire
chief told us last summer that they were
going to replace one of their old pumpers, our apparatus committee took a
look at it to see if it met our needs. The
new truck will be used as our secondout pumper and for mutual aid with
Anacortes and the other Fidalgo Island
Fire Departments (Districts 11 and 13)
when needed.”
Stamper thanks Chief Richard Curtis of the Anacortes Fire Department,
former mayor Dean Maxwell, and current mayor Laurie Gere for their help
in making this purchase possible, adding, “This engine will make our mutual
relationship with the City of Anacortes
stronger than ever.”
The new pumper joins GIFD’s firstout pumper, a 2005 Pierce fire engine.
Purchased new, the Pierce pumper has a
1,000-gallon water tank and is equipped
with a Class A foam injection system.

Urgent Guemes Real Estate Update
In the last year, 14 homes sold on Guemes—ranging from $200k to
$720k, but the current inventory of homes is very low.
SELLERS: The time to list is now! Capture the demand for homes on
Guemes before interest rates rise and buyers dry up.
Call me for a free market analysis.

Karen Everett

GuemesIslandExper t.com

(360) 202-7373

Recent recipient of the 2013 Gold Award of Excellence
from the North Puget Sound Association of Realtors

Choose a top-ranking agent
who lives on Guemes Island
and knows it well!
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FERRY BREAKDOWN

The Strait Arrow leaps in—
then out

At about 3:45 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 11, the Strait Arrow, operated by
Arrow Launch Services of Port Angeles,
arrived to take on the first 49 walk-on
passengers, plus quite an assortment of
dogs, wheelbarrows, carry-on groceries,
and other “necessities” carried by passengers whose vehicles were suddenly
stranded in Anacortes.
The Strait Arrow maintained the
regular ferry schedule for walk-on passengers until Friday morning, when the
winds picked up. A small-craft advisory
was issued for Friday and Saturday. In
continual email updates, Rowe encouraged people to stay home those days unless it was absolutely necessary to travel.
Only the 11:15 a.m. run on Friday was
canceled during the windstorm.
On Sunday, fate struck again. According to Jeramy Johnson of Arrow
Launch Services, a ground switch

failed on the Strait Arrow (though there was no
burning smell or smoke,
as rumor had it). Without a spare part, the 9
a.m. run from Anacortes
couldn’t sail. By 10 a.m.
the Brave Arrow came to
the rescue, making an extra run to ferry the backlog of passengers.
At 2 p.m. that day, the
M/V Guemes was restored
to service.

Calling the San Juan
Enterprise

Dan Crookes, son of
the late Betty Crookes
and owner and operator of San Juan Enterprises, has a soft spot for
Guemes Island or “Betty’s
Island,” as he likes to call
it. On Thursday and Friday, he managed to barge Captain Steve Partridge loads a Frontier Industries lumber
10 passenger vehicles and truck onto the San Juan Enterprise before departing the
3 large commercial trucks island, loaded with vehicles.
to or from the island,
working the runs in between his existThe silver lining
ing charters and charging islanders only
A hearty breed, islanders adjusted to
break-even fares to cover fuel and the
the sudden outage with cooperation, a
Port of Anacortes’s $75 ramp-use fee.
sense of adventure, and/or resignation.
He brought a Frontier Industries
Carpooling was organized and appointlumber truck over to keep island conments were canceled or rescheduled.
tractors working, carried a Puget Sound Fortunately, there were only two mediEnergy boom truck to the island in case cal runs that needed to be made.
there was a power outage over the weekFor some, the challenge rekindled
end, and rescued the Schwan’s ice cream the appreciation of having time and
truck that had been plugged in at a cus- opportunity to visit with friends and
tomer’s house for three days to prevent
neighbors and meet new people, a benthe loss of frozen food.
efit that is often mentioned as the “silver
He barged two parties from the
lining” to any extended outage whether
Guemes Island Resort, one of which
scheduled or not.
had a plane to catch and cyclists who
Tim Wittman told the Tide, “I actuneeded to return to British Columbia.
ally enjoyed the experience!” He plans
He brought a couple who were getting
to start leaving his car in Anacortes
married here on Saturday, one of whom rather than driving over every day. (He
held the wedding cake in their lap. He
loved saving the money, too.)
took an island couple who were expectThanks are due to the mechanics
ing the birth of a grandchild and others who put in so much overtime, ferry emwho needed to attend important mediployees for extra assistance, the Strait
cal appointments off the island.
Arrow crew, and Rowe for managing
“I did it as a service to the commua difficult situation that kept getting
nity—and I like working with happy
worse and for her good communication
people,” he told the Tide.
with riders.

Dan Crookes

(continued from page 1)
returned to the boat, and engine A was
returned to Tri-County for repair, still
under the rebuild warranty of one year
from the beginning of service.
The rebuilt engine A was repaired
in March 2013 and replaced engine B
again in September 2013, but it continued to have problems. Since they had
experienced so many problems with the
first rebuild, Rowe and then-Director of
Public Works Henry Hash evaluated the
pros and cons of having engine B rebuilt
or purchasing a new engine.
Then Hash resigned unexpectedly in October. A decision was made to
rebuild engine B; ironically, the threemonth bidding process was completed
on March 10, the day before the ferry
breakdown.
The bid was awarded to Cummins
Northwest in Renton for $79,393.41
on March 24. The rebuild will be complete by June 30.
Rowe told the Tide that the engines
predictably last for 30,000 hours; properly rebuilt engines should do the same.
In the future she plans to start the bidding process six months prior to an engine reaching 30,000 hours.
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Ferry Committee Responds to County’s Boat-Replacement Plan

Ferry Committee members (from left) Anne Casperson, Steve Orsini. Glen Veal, and Al Bush
Jr. enjoy Glen’s last meeting on the committee.

By Tom Murphy and Edith Walden
Editors’ note: Due to a misunderstanding,
the Tide was not informed of a hastily
convened Ferry Committee meeting with
the county in time to attend. What follows
is an account of the meeting as reported by
several participants.
On March 12, the Guemes Island
Ferry Committee met in Mount Vernon
with Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe, Interim Public Works
Director Dan Berentson, Public Works
Accounting Technician Jim Martin,
Public Works Controller Jim Mickel,
County Engineer Paul Randall-Grutter, and, for half the meeting, County
Commissioner Ron Wesen. The meeting
was an opportunity to discuss the Ferry
Committee’s concerns about the Ferry
Replacement Plan prior to the Public
Ferry Forum held on March 26.
The Ferry Replacement Plan was
prepared by Elliott Bay Design Group,
who recommended that the ferry not be
operated for more than 10 more years
without an overhaul. Three options were
proposed: replace the ferry in 3 years,
delay the replacement for 10 years by
making a moderate overhaul, or perform a major overhaul and extend the
midbody, which would allow service
for 18 more years. The 67-page plan
is available at skagitcounty.net on the

Ferry Operations Division web page and
on linetime.org. (Public comments will
be accepted through April 11.)

The Ferry Committee’s position

Ferry Committee Chair Steve Orsini
believes the meeting was productive in
that committee members were able to
express their concerns with the plan
and to convince Rowe to include the
plan on the agenda for the Public Ferry
Forum.
In a statement to the Tide, Orsini
summarized the Committee’s concerns.
“The plan does not present a convincing argument that the ferry is at capacity nor that the vessel is worn out,” he
said. “Thus, the plan’s recommendation that ‘immediate’ replacement of
the Guemes ferry is necessary is, in the
committee’s opinion, unsubstantiated.
The Ferry Committee finds that, as the
plan states, with replacements of the engines, the outdrives, updated electronics, and certain other minor systems, the
vessel’s useful life is another 15 to 18
years at least.”
Bud Ullman, the committee’s newest member, told the Tide that the committee expressed skepticism about the
plan’s conclusion that the ferry is currently running at “capacity.” According to Ullman, the county’s data show
that the passenger compartment is very
seldom full and the great majority of

runs through the year are less than fully
loaded. The number of runs for which a
driver is forced to wait for one or more
ferry runs because of crowding is relatively small, he reports.
In a letter to Rowe, the committee
hastens to express its appreciation for
the county’s “initiative in undertaking a
serious and thoughtful investigation of
future needs for the Guemes ferry operation.” To read the entire letter, visit
linetime.org.
Another issue the Ferry Committee questioned was whether the Elliot
Bay Design Group had overreached the
scope of what was asked. Ullman reports that Rowe clarified that the plan
addresses what the county asked for, and
that the contractor was responsive first
to the county’s bid request and then to
county comments on drafts of the plan.

The county’s response

Rowe told the Tide that the Ferry
Committee “presented their comments
to us and we did a lot of listening.” Ullman thought that the county “did a
good job of listening,” which resulted in
people having a better understanding of
one another’s thinking.
Regarding the concern that the plan
seemed like a rush to purchase a new
ferry before one may be needed, Orsini
said Rowe suggested that the committee
thought the county was further along in
considering replacing the M/V Guemes
than they really were. He added that the
county emphasized the preliminary nature of the plan, and that the plan can
be viewed as a desire to “start somewhere” in planning to eventually replace
the Guemes.
Orsini states that Rowe explained
that replacement of the ferry is in the
14-Year Capital Improvement Plan because they need a placeholder to show
potential funding agencies that the
county has a specific, dated plan for ferry replacement in case money becomes
available. She stressed that the county
has not made any decisions at this time.
He describes Rowe expressing her
opinion that the county should have
(continued on page 7)
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Last Gathering
Lunches Until Fall
Guemes Connects will serve Gathering Lunches through April and will then
suspend the program until October, as
usual.
The meals are provided by volunteers
during the grimmer-weather months, to
encourage friends and neighbors to socialize once a week. Lunches are served
at the Guemes Island Community
Church on Thursdays from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. A donation of $4 is
suggested.
Blood-pressure checks, chair massages, and meals for shut-ins are also available. Contact Lorraine Francis at 2938364 for more information.
On April 3, Carol Steffy and Sue
O’Donnell will present a baked-potato
bar. On April 10, Kim Bone, Lorraine
Francis, and Bonita Smith will cook
barbecue meatballs. On April 17, Anne
Passarelli and Gail Nicolls will make
chicken continental. On April 24, Lorraine Francis and Judy Fees will serve a
kālua-pork Hawaiian plate lunch.
Be sure to thank the generous volunteer cooks this month for their efforts
throughout the Gathering season.

•Save the Date•

Editors’ note: This section lists island
events we think readers might want
to know about more than a month in
advance.
••On May 4, the Betty Crookes
Guemes Gold Scholarships will be
awarded.
••On May 10, the annual Spring Talent Show will be held.
••On June 14, Guemes Connects
will sponsor a blood drive (if you give
blood elsewhere after April 19, you will
not be eligible to donate). Also, the
Guemes Island Property Owners Association will hold its annual meeting
that day.

Exciting Easter-Egg Events
Island youngsters are invited
to help the Easter
Bunny by decorating eggs on Friday,
April 18, at 4:15
p.m.
If the weather
is nice, the event
will be held on
the back deck
of the Guemes
Island Community
Church. If it’s raining, the decorating
will happen at the
Community Center.
Eggs (both hard-boiled and candy) are needed for the event. Drop off your hardboiled eggs (no raw ones this year, please) in the cooler in front of the Community
Center on Thursday or Friday.
The annual Easter Egg Hunt will begin promptly at 11 a.m. on Saturday, April 19,
at Schoolhouse Park. Volunteers are needed to help the Easter Bunny hide eggs. Meet
at the park at 9 a.m. to help.
For more information, contact Kelly Bush at 293-7439.

Soup Supper Programs for April
The Community Soup Supper programs continue
in April on Tuesdays. Everyone is welcome to attend a
simple supper of soup and sometimes dessert, provided
by volunteers. The meal begins at 6 p.m. at the Church,
and a program begins at 7 p.m.
April 1: Dr. Steven Businger, an atmospheric scientist, will speak about catastrophic weather events at sea,
including those with hurricane-force winds, big waves,
and storms in the Pacific Ocean.
April 8: Mike Stamper, Guemes Island fire chief and new director of the Islands
Chapter of the American Red Cross, will describe how the Red Cross works for disaster relief in our area.
April 15: Mia Naert will describe her experiences being imprisoned as a child
with her family by the Japanese Imperial Army in the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia)
from 1942 to 1945. Her family is Dutch and joined about 300,000 other people of
European descent during the Japanese occupation.
April 22: Win Anderson and members of the Guemes Island Historical Society
will present an accounting of the launching of Mike Murphy’s sailboat, the Tillicum, complete with slides and a video.
April 29: Bob Anderson will talk about his “Connecticut hero” P. T. Barnum.
Bob reports that the philanthropist, mayor, circus founder, and art collector did not
say “There’s a sucker born every minute,” but adds that he could have.
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A Multitude of Ferry Reports Near Final Approval
By Tom Murphy
Public comment periods are still
open on several key documents affecting
the future of the Guemes ferry. All the
reports mentioned here may be found
at skagitcounty.net on the Ferry Operations Division website, as well as on
linetime.org.
You can send comments about any
or all of these reports to Rachel Rowe
and/or the county commissioners.
Rowe may be reached at 419-7618 or
at rrowe@co.skagit.wa.us. You can send
mail to her or to the commissioners at
1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon, WA 98273.

Ferry Fare Revenue
Target Report

Skagit County Public Works will
present the 2014 Ferry Fare Revenue
Target Report to the Skagit County
Board of Commissioners on Tuesday,
April 22, at 8:30 a.m. at 1800 Continental Place in Mount Vernon. This report will present projected revenue for
2014 and data that shows how closely the revenue from ticket sales during
2013 matched projected income levels.
The report concludes, “Fare box revenue
for 2014 is anticipated to meet and exceed the revenue target set forth in the
2014 Ferry Fare Revenue Target Report; therefore, Public Works is not recommending a general fare increase for
2014.”
The public is invited to hear this report.
Public comments about this report
will be accepted until April 9.

Ferry Operations Work Plan

The 2014 Ferry Operations Work
Plan will be finalized and presented to
the commissioners at the same time as
the Ferry Fare Revenue Target Report
on April 22, at 8:30 a.m. The Work
Plan lists topics about which Public
Works intends to solicit advisory input
from the Ferry Committee and citizens
throughout the year. The draft of the
2014 plan lists long-range planning,
level-of-service standards, the farerecovery model, ferry ticketing, Ameri-

can Disability Act accessibility during
annual ferry outages, and a progress report as topics to discuss during 2014.
The final Work Plan may be found online at the abovementioned sites.
There is no deadline for public comments on the Work Plan and the county
will accept comments at any time.

Ferry Replacement Plan

According to Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe, the county commissioners may not approve the
Ferry Replacement Plan for some time.
The plan was recently completed by
the Elliott Bay Design Group and recommends three options for the early or eventual replacement of the M/V
Guemes (see article on page 5). In comments to the Tide, Rowe refers to the
plan in its current form as a “reference
report,” adding, the “The board may use
information contained in this report as

FERRY COMMITTEE

(continued from page 5)
started putting money aside for ferry replacement 30 years ago. In a discussion
about potential fundraising for the eventual ferry replacement, Rowe noted that
in 2012 a state bill was passed (RCW
36.54.200) that allows counties “to impose a vessel replacement surcharge on
every ferry fare sold.” The ferry-replacement surcharge was previously granted
only to the state ferry system.
The law further requires that the surcharge “must be at least equal to the surcharge amount included in Washington
state ferry fares.” That amount is currently 25 cents.
Interim Public Works Director Dan
Berentson commented that 25 cents
multiplied by the 100,000 tickets sold
annually would not come close to providing the county’s share of such a substantial project.
By law, any “revenues generated
from the surcharge may be used only
for the construction or purchase of ferry
vessels and to pay the principal and interest on bonds authorized for the construction or purchase of ferry vessels.”

we move forward in the replacement
process.”
The initial window for public comment about the Ferry Replacement Plan
closes on April 11.

Guemes Island Ferry 2013
Operations Status Report

A draft of the Guemes Island Ferry
Operations Status Report was presented
to the county commissioners last December 17. The report is a review of the
year, including general programs and accomplishments, the annual budget, sailing schedules, passenger- and vehicleridership summaries, fare schedules,
ticket-sale and revenue summaries, work
plans from the previous year and the upcoming year, and a progress report. The
final report may be found online.
The window for public comment for
this report has been closed since the end
of January.
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GICCA Approves New Paint, Floors, Plaque
By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Community Center Association met on March
20. Treasurer Norm Prewitt reported
that as of March 15 the January appeal
had brought in $5,267.76 in contributions—enough to cover the bid for
painting the Hall.
Islanders Jeff and Cris Summers of
Two Can Do It won the painting contract and have already begun the prep
work for the job, including pressurewashing the building and gutters. Wood
replacement and caulking will also be
necessary. GICCA board members are
still trying to decide what trim colors to
use to accent the main beige paint color.
The board voted to replace the flooring in the Community Center’s entry,
the two bathrooms, and the kitchen. A
wood-grained commercial laminate was
chosen. GICCA is contracting Gateway
Interiors, owned by islanders Geoff
Freeman and Margie O’Harra, to procure the materials and perform the installation.

Win Anderson, representing the
Guemes Island Historical Society, presented a draft of the text for a memorial
plaque that honors the main leaders in
the effort to fund and build the Community Center 100 years ago. Glen Veal
has offered to cast the plaque for costplus. Anderson suggested that the Historical Society and GICCA might split
the cost of the plaque.
All three projects are expected to be
complete before the 100th anniversary
event on April 12.

Expansion of the Hall

Anderson also proposed that GICCA
join forces with the Library and the Historical Society to identify each organization’s need for additional space and
follow through with a “professional architectural/financial/feasibility study.”
The groups would then conduct a major
fundraising campaign for the remodeling project.
Carol Pellett informed the group
that the Library had conducted a survey

The First Dance at the Hall
By Edith Walden
On April 15, 1914, the Guemes
Social Club inaugurated a series of
entertainment events at the newly
built and dedicated Community
Center (see page 1 of the March Tide).
About 140 people from Guemes and
Anacortes danced to a five-piece
orchestra until midnight, when they
were served a “bountiful dinner,”
according to a news item in the Anacortes American.
On Saturday, April 12, of this
year, the Guemes Island Community
Center plans to mark the 100th anniversary with an event of some sort.
As the Tide went to press, no details
were available about the time or
nature of the event. Watch the usual
places for more information: bulletin
boards, posters, and LineTime.
Left: On April 16, 1914, the Anacortes
American covered the dance held the
day before in Guemes’s new hall.

to determine whether there was island
support for a Library expansion and determined there was not. Anderson suggested that it would be better to present a plan to islanders before asking for
support.
GICCA board member Kathleen
Phillips expressed concern about soliciting any funds until the Schoolhouse
Park Stage project was completed. The
board tabled the issue until they had
more time to discuss the idea.

Schoolhouse Park Stage
update

Neither Michael Brown nor Mike
Gwost, co-managers of the project, was
present at the meeting. GICCA president Julie Pingree reported on her visit
to the site, along with Brown, Gwost,
and contractors Todd Figenshow and
Bill Chagnon, to determine its layout.
Pingree expressed her respect and confidence in Gwost’s research to determine
the ideal acoustical layout for the stage
and in Figenshow’s construction knowledge. “We have the right people for the
job,” she declared. “And we’re moving in
the right direction.”

Other business

• The board authorized a contribution
of $50 for the annual Easter Egg Hunt.
• Rob Schroder wants to be in the 4th
of July parade and is relinquishing his
leadership in GICCA’s annual hot-dog
sale in the Park. A new coordinator is
needed.
• Emma Schroder suggested that with
all the new island babies (see page 14),
the community should have a “meetthe-babies” event.
• A committee consisting of Lorrie
Steele, Bea Cashetta, and Mary Jo Andrak has been formed to plan the Community Center’s 100th anniversary
event on April 12. Andrak was unable
to disclose any details about the time,
nature, or theme of the event.
• Andrak announced the launching
of a store on LineTime that sells items
made by island craftspeople and artists,
along with fundraising items for island
organizations.

April 2014

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When
Apr. 1, Tues.
April Fools'
Day

What

Time

Where

Contact

Planning Meeting: Guemes Channel Chunnel 5:30 am
Mangan's Landing C. Christie 555-2614
Brown Bag Book Club
1:30 pm
Boots Anderson's Connie Snell 705-3589
Community Soup Supper: Steven Businger,
6:00 pm
Church
Carol Steffy 206-661-1161
Catastrophic Weather Events at Sea
Apr. 2, Wed.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Apr. 3, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Baked Potato Bar
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Library Board
7:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Apr. 4, Fri.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Apr. 5, Sat.
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Apr. 6, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
Church Council
11:00 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
Apr. 7, Mon.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
GIPAC
6:00 pm
Church
Allen Bush 293-7439
4709 S Shore Drive Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
A Course in Miracles Study Group
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Apr. 8, Tues.
Community Soup Supper: Mike Stamper,
6:00 pm
Church
Carol Steffy 206-661-1161
Anacortes Area Red Cross Disaster Relief
Fire Commissioners Meeting
7:00 pm
Fire Hall
Chip Bogosian 293-2760
Knitting Night
7:00 pm
Pellett's
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Apr. 9, Wed.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Apr. 10, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Barbecue Meat Balls
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Men's Book Club
7:00 pm
Church
George Meekins 840-9391
Apr. 11, Fri.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Apr. 12, Sat.
GIPOA Board Meeting
9:30 am
Library
Howard Pellett 293-8128
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Community Center 100th Anniversary Event
Hall
Julie Pingree 293-2269
Apr. 13, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
Apr. 14, Mon.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Historical Society
7:30 pm
Church
Carol Deach 708-2726
Apr. 15, Tues.
Community Soup Supper: Mia Naert, Family 6:00 pm
Church
Carol Steffy 206-661-1161
Life under Japanese Occupation in Indonesia
All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When
Apr. 16, Wed.

April 2014

What
Time
Where
Contact
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Men's Breakfast
8:00 am
Church
Bob Prescott 588-8206
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Apr. 17, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Chicken Continental
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
GICCA Meeting
7:00 pm
Hall
Julie Pingree 293-2269
Apr. 18, Fri.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Easter Egg Dyeing
4:15 pm
Church
Kelly Bush 293-7439
Apr. 19, Sat.
Easter Egg Hunt
11:00 am
Park
Kelly Bush 293-7439
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Apr. 20, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
Easter Sunday Easter Potluck Brunch
11:00 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
Apr. 21, Mon.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cemetery Committee
6:00 pm
Fire Hall
Dixon Elder 293-8935
A Course in Miracles Study Group
6:30 - 8:00 pm
4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Library Book Club
8:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Apr. 22, Tues.
Community Soup Supper: Win Anderson,
6:00 pm
Church
Carol Steffy 206-661-1161
Launching the Tillicum
Knitting Night
7:00 pm
Pellett's
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Apr. 23, Wed.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Apr. 24, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Kalua Pork
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Apr. 25, Fri.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Apr. 26, Sat.
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Apr. 27, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Apr. 28, Mon.
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Apr. 29, Tues.
Community Soup Supper: Bob Anderson,
6:00 pm
Church
Carol Steffy 206-661-1161
P. T. Barnum Stories
Apr. 30, Wed.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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General Store Hosts Grand Opening
edith walden

After welcoming the
guests, Terran thanked
the Anderson family for
starting and building the
business and thanked the
community for its “good
support.” He outlined to
Gere some of the improvements they had made to
the business, including the
installation of an inventory-tracking system, an
updated security system,
the DIRECTV and StarTouch broadband connections that provide free
TV and high-speed Wi-Fi
From left, Anacortes mayor Laurie Gere, Anacortes Chamservice, wireless tablets for
ber of Commerce president Mark Lawrence, and Store
the waitstaff to place orders
owners Michelle and Terran Reneau cut the ribbon at a
and take reservations, the
delayed grand opening on February 25.
24-hour gas pump, the acceptance of Supplemental Nutrition AsBy Edith Walden
sistance Program cards, and the hiring
On February 25, Terran and Miof “four-star” chef Ryan Houser, who is
chelle Reneau, the new owners of Antrained in French and Asian cuisine and
derson’s General Store and Restaurant,
specializes in “global fusion.” The list is
hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony to
only a partial account of the more than
mark a delayed Grand Opening of the
$120,000 in improvements the Reneaus
Store. They purchased the Store from
have invested in the Store, he said.
Win and Elaine Anderson last August.
Gere welcomed the Reneaus to the
In a ceremony organized by the Anacortes Chamber of Commerce, Anacor- “greater Anacortes area.”
Terran explained to the Tide that
tes mayor Laurie Gere and Anacortes
Chamber of Commerce president Mark they wanted to wait for the ceremony
Lawrence joined the Reneaus in cutting until they had gotten past most of their
“growing pains” and were assured that
the ribbon. A small crowd of Chamtheir systems were functioning properly,
ber of Commerce members and a few
acknowledging that they had a “rough
islanders gathered to witness the event
and join in a subsequent tasting of wine start.” Terran is a member of the Anacortes Chamber of Commerce and parand small samples of the Store’s restauticipates in the restaurateurs group.
rant offerings.
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Dolphin Replacement
to Begin July 15
By Tom Murphy
Taking advantage of the earliest
available date in the “in-water fish window,” the $1.5 million dolphin replacement project at the Anacortes-side ferry
dock will commence on July 15.
The five remaining creosote mooring
dolphins (the chained wooden piles that
act as bumpers while the ferry is docking) will be replaced with environmentally sound steel dolphins like the ones
that are now installed at the Guemes
landing.
The contract between Skagit County and Pacific Pile and Marine allows
for 40 work days in which to complete
the project, according to Skagit County
Public Works Project Manager Jennifer
Swanson.
The contract emphasizes the county’s
desire to ensure “minimal disruptions”
to the Guemes ferry schedule during the
construction period.
Swanson told the Tide that the contract states, “it is imperative the slip remains operational during construction.”
If the contractor finds it necessary to
disrupt the ferry schedule, she added, he
may request a service interruption two
weeks in advance of the date needed.
Eighty percent of the money for
this project is coming from the federal government’s Ferry Boat Discretionary Fund. Skagit County’s 20 percent is
coming from road funds.
The federal grant requires the use of
“domestic made” steel material. Swanson noted she was very pleased to find
that the fabrication of the dolphin caps
and fenders was being conducted by a
Skagit County company, Industrial Resources of Clear Lake.
Due to the placement of the Pacific Pile and Marine barge between the
dolphins and Anchor Cove Marina, the
ferry may need to approach the Anacortes landing “a little slower than usual,” Swanson surmised, but she is confident that frequent communication
between Pacific Pile and Marine and
Skagit County Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe will lessen
and mitigate any problems.
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Recycle Your Old Appliances—
and Get Paid to Do It!
By Sally Stapp-Brigham
In their quest to help customers conserve energy, Puget Sound Energy (PSE)
contracts with JACO Environmental
to replace and recycle old, inefficient
appliances, especially refrigerators and
freezers. JACO Environmental began
in Snohomish County 20 years ago and
currently recycles 400,000 appliances
yearly in 26 states. According to their
website, “JACO ensures that over 95
percent of the components and materials of the discarded appliance are either
recycled for beneficial uses or eliminated in an environmentally responsible
way. The remaining 5 percent can then
be productively used as ‘fluff ’ to facilitate the decomposition of biodegradable
landfill material.”

Rebates and gift cards

If you’re planning to replace your refrigerator or freezer with a new energyefficient one, and are a PSE residential
customer, PSE offers a $50 rebate toward the purchase of a new refrigerator
or a $25 rebate for a new freezer. The
appliances must meet certain energy
standards. For qualifications and fur-

Heavenly Care, Inc.
Adult Family Home
for Seniors
• Personal Care
• Registered Nurse on Staff
• Memory Care
• Medication Administration
• Activities
• Meal Preparation
• Laundry & Cleaning
• Hospice

7055 Holiday Boulevard
(360) 299-8584
HeavenlyCareInc@hotmail.com

WA State Lic # 752144

ther information visit pse.com, choose
“Savings & Energy Center,” then “For
Homes,” and then “Appliances.”
A separate program pays you $25
to turn over your older, inefficient but
working fridge or freezer (between 10
and 32 cubic feet in size) for recycling.
A JACO representative will come into
your home, remove the appliance, and
give you a prepaid gift card worth $25.
Call (877) 577-0510 for details or visit
the PSE website listed above.
JACO also provides a curbside pickup option for all major appliances: refrigerators, freezers, clothes washers and
dryers, dishwashers, microwave ovens,
electric stoves, hot-water heaters, trash
compactors, and air-conditioning units,
regardless of their working condition.
Your responsibility is to get the appliance to “a street level, truck accessible
curbside” and tape a $25 check, made
out to JACO, to the inside (where possible) of each appliance you want to recycle. You can arrange for curbside pickup
at jacoinc.net or by calling (877) 5770510 to be put on their list. If you call
in the first two weeks of April and tell
them you live on Guemes Island, they
might be able to organize an islandwide
pickup.

Get a free fridge or washer

PSE is also sponsoring a free appliance replacement program. An American Recycling Centers of America
(ARCA) inspector will visit your home
to check that your working refrigerator
(10–30 cubic feet) is used for primary
food storage and was manufactured
prior to 1992 or your working electric
washing machine, with a proper drain,
was made prior to 1997. ARCA will replace your appliance with a new energyefficient model. To qualify, the refrigerator has to be located in the kitchen and
the washing machine in an indoor laundry room. Your water heater must be
electric, not gas or propane.
Sounds too good to be true, but
Zach, the energy advisor at PSE, gave
this number to call for details: (877)
341-2314.

Church Goings-On
By Bob Anderson
The Guemes Island Community
Church invites all to an Easter potluck
brunch on Sunday, April 20, at 11 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall of the Church.
The Church is heading into its
100th year in September and is planning a number of ways to serve the
island, which is its core mission. In
addition to the ongoing labyrinth construction (see page 17), there are several
ways islanders are invited to participate
and contribute.
As weather permits, we will be expanding and completing our herbal or
“healing garden” from which we hope
people will be able to harvest in the future. People with interest in herbal gardening, alternative herbal-medicine
preparation, and organic food production are welcome to contact us. The
community orchard also needs some
TLC, and there is a space where small
food plots could be developed.
In May, we will hold workshops to
continue constructing a large clay-paper
relief. A Tree of Life for Guemes Island
will celebrate our history and life together in a large art form.
Volunteers are welcome in all our
ongoing projects. Art contact: Carol
Steffy, (206) 661-1161. Labyrinth contact: Lynn Prewitt, 588-8320. Garden
contacts: Connie Snell, 708-3589, and
Bob Anderson, 293-3770.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)
Jim O’Neil turns 85 on April 1.
Cole Snell turns 13 on April 5.
Elaine Boyd turns 76 on April 6.
Jack Smith turns 83 on April 10.
Joan Nelson turns 82 on April 12.
Jim Kager turns 89 on April 17.
On April 20, Anna Prewitt turns 12
and Mary Stapp turns 93.
Samantha Spahr turns 7 on April 21.
Kessandra Danielson turns 17 on
April 28.
Wallie Funk turns 92 on April 29.
Hannah Reinholt turns 17 on April 30.
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Déjà Vu for Environmental Trust
By Juby Fouts and Connie Snell
The Guemes Island Environmental Trust (GIET) newsletters from 1989
to 1996 contain a treasure trove of inspiration, information, activism, and
beautifully penned articles. The trust
was formed to protest the increase
in noise pollution from Navy training flights over Guemes. In addition,
the newsletters covered refinery pollution, water issues, pesticides, and
land use.
GIET’s mission has been somewhat modified over time, but the basic principles laid down by the board
in 1993 remain viable: “It is the purpose of the Guemes Island Environmental Trust to promote a healthy,
diverse natural environment through
voluntary research, education, and
political action when necessary. To
this end, the Trust functions as an
advocate for wildlife, monitors air,
water, and noise pollution, and supports efforts to conserve land for the use
of wildlife and the enjoyment of future
generations. A commitment to these
goals is the only condition of membership in the Trust.” (From the GIET
Newsletter, April 1993, page 3. Archived newsletters are available at
gietrust.org at “About Us.”)

New website and scholarship

GIET’s new website (gietrust.org)
has been created with the generous help
of Thea LaCross and Shawn Waliser. A

The North Cascades Institute conducts a Youth Leadership Adventures
program every summer. During a 16day backpacking, canoeing, and carcamping field expedition, this
program provides students
aged 16 to 18 with the necessary leadership tools to address
climate change in their communities. (See page 13 in the May 2013
Tide about a hydration project at
Anacortes High School that resulted from two students’ attendance
at the program.) The board intends
to grant a $1,000 scholarship every
year for a student to attend the program.

Marianne Kooiman rejoins
board

work in progress, the site has focused
on familiar local issues: noise pollution
with the proposed expansion of the
Growler fleet at Whidbey and concern
over increased oil-tanker cars arriving at
the Tesoro and Shell refineries.
Issues regarding climate change have
increased the current board’s concern
for our environment locally and globally. In addition to sponsoring a contest
to inspire Skagit County youth to think
about climate change (see article on
page 15), the board is raising money for
a youth scholarship.

Marianne Kooiman, island water
and weeds expert, has rejoined the
GIET board. Her influence is apparent on the website, which includes articles about smart water use, well monitoring, water quality, seawater intrusion,
and precipitation monitoring, in addition to ones about noxious weeds and
invasive plants.
If you would like to donate to
GIET, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, you can download a donation
form from the website or send a donation to the trust at P.O. Box 1634,
Anacortes, WA 98221.
Editors’ note: The authors are copresidents of GIET.
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An Early-Spring Bumper Crop Arrives
Rosalee Kelly

Rosalee Kelly was
born on January 22
to Ashley and Donnie Kelly at 2:15
p.m. She weighed
7 pounds and 10
ounces and was 19
inches long. Donnie
has been a purser/
deckhand on the
Guemes ferry for six
years.

Isabelle Rae Greenlaw

Isabelle Rae Greenlaw
was born to Shelby an
d Pat Greenlaw
on February 24 at 8:15
a.m. She weighed 7 po
un
ounces and was 21 in
ches long. Pat was raised ds and 13
on
the island
and is the son of islan
ders Bill and Gail Gree
nlaw.

Ryan Taylor Mimnaugh
Ryan Taylor Mimnaugh was born to islanders Jennie and Adam Mimnaugh on February 6 at 1:55 p.m. She weighed 7 pounds and 10 ounces and was 19 inches long. Already one of her favorite things to do is to
watch her dad out the window moving earth with his excavator.

Ari Glen Veal

Ari Glen Veal was born on February 27 at 12:34 p.m. to
islanders Angie and Adam Veal. Ari weighed 7 pounds
and 3 ounces. Proud grandparents Janice and Glen Veal
and great-grandmother Jane Veal Read (pictured) have
welcomed Ari, who is in the third generation to be raised
on the island, and is Jane’s fourth great-grandchild.

ch
e PetriAli
Daniellriceh waLis bona
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Danielle Linae Pet
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4 a.m. She weighed 8 poun
Petrich on January 19 at 4:4
ud
pro
is
Jon
,
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ng a proud fat
and 14.5 ounces. Besides bei
n
rno
Ve
t
un
ter birth at the Mo
of Alia, who had a natural wa
.
nd
on Guemes Isla
Birth Center. Jon was raised
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edith walden

Ferrel’s Watercolors Delight the Eye
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Guemes Gold
Applications Due April 25
Island high-school juniors and
seniors must submit their applications
for the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold
Scholarships by 5 p.m. on Friday, April
25. Submissions must be mailed to or
dropped off at Jan Ebersole’s home
at 5308 West Shore Road. For more
information, contact Jan at 299-4322
or Janice Veal at 293-3721.
The Guemes Gold Scholarships
have been awarded annually to outstanding island juniors and seniors for
22 years. Prizes of $1,500, $1,000, and
$500 are usually granted.

Propane Still Sold
at Store

Sequoia Ferrel’s watercolor The Circle of Life is displayed in the Loft at the Store.

By Bob Anderson
If you have not yet been to the gallery at the Store, make the time to see
the watercolors there by Sequoia (Susan)
Ferrel, which will be on display into
April.
My first impression is of very sophisticated “pointillism”—a form from
the beginning of French modern painting by artists like Georges Seurat, which
uses small bits of color and light that
blend into a shimmering whole as one
moves away from the surface. Only
instead of dots of paint, Ferrel’s light
points are a multitude of small figura-

tions that delight the eye and are endlessly repeated.
Another analogy might be that of
the mandala or even the lotus blossom,
images that bring the eye to the center
and then outward in circles and spirals
like flower petals unfolding. Her use of
color is both fragile and strong, creating a blended totality of pleasure to the
viewer. One is continually finding new
images hidden in the whole, providing
delight at new discoveries.
Full disclosure: We have one of her
paintings in our living room and never
tire of exploring its intricacies.

Creativity Contest Entries Due April 15
Entries for the Creativity Contest sponsored by the Guemes Island Environmental Trust are due Tuesday, April 15. Residents of Skagit County aged 15 to 20
may submit entries to the Guemes Island Environmental Trust, P.O. Box 1634,
Anacortes, WA 98221. Entry forms and instructions are available at gietrust.org.
Three prizes will be awarded in the amounts of $1,500, $1,000, and $500.
Applicants may submit work as individuals or as teams. For more information,
contact Carol or Howard Pellett at 293-8128.

By Edith Walden
In a likely misunderstanding about
Anderson’s General Store discontinuing
their diesel service, a number of islanders have expressed concern to General
Manager Terran Reneau that the Store
will no longer supply propane. Reneau
assures islanders that he has no intention of discontinuing propane service.

Notice

Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting,
April 8, 2014,
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.
Public welcome.

Are You Ready for
Renewable Energy?

Consultations
with Ian Woofenden

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies
Renewable
Energy Systems
Energy Efficient
Home Strategies
Guemes Island
Renewable Energy Tours

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520
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Left: David Prewitt shows off a glued-up
newel side. Above: Here is a close-up of an
ogee joint next to a tongue and groove.
This ogee will secure a stile (between panels) into a full-length rail, glue only, no nails
or screws needed.

The previous owners of our 1911
house had simplified moving furniture
from the second floor by the creative expedient of ripping out the banisters and
newel posts. It seemed to me a small
matter in the greater scheme of the project. I would restore them later.
When “later” arrived, a “temporary”
handrail was installed.
Thirty-seven years passed before “fix
the stairway” reached the top of my todo list again. I started researching stairway systems. The only clues remaining
from the original installation were the
splintered stumps of the boxed newel
posts. Reproductions of such a classic
system are available at prices somewhere
in the stratosphere. And anyway, standard factory pieces are designed for new
construction and wouldn’t fit our house
without rebuilding the entire stairway.

I started considering designing my own
but the construction of the newels had
me flummoxed.
Then, as luck would have it, the partial wreck of a vintage box newel was
discovered in a salvage yard. There was
just enough left for a roadmap to copy.
I showed it to David Prewitt. David is
what I think of as a “challenged carpenter.” That is, he loves a challenge. And
he has the patience for precision—a valued amenity that after decades of seeking I am still trying to grasp.
The found newel, made up of
framed panels, had one element that
held a mystery. I have made miters,
dovetails, mortise-and-tenons, coped,
and butt joints (a connection as good as
its name). But I had never seen the elegant, complex joints used in this century-old piece—a sort of curve/recurve

profile to a reverse mate. Get it? Neither
did we.
We fiddledy-fartelied* around trying
to find router or shaper bit combinations to reproduce that element. Nothing. Finally I checked out Rob Schroder’s massive router-bit collection. Still
no luck. I was about to give up when I
spotted Rob’s set of Roman ogee cutters.
I had always considered ogees as just another fancy edging tool. But now these
S-curved blades set off sparks in my
long-closeted cluster of dusty synapses.
Rob helped me set up a test and,
pardon my French—voila! Reversible
cuts with the same bit fit together “like
a saddle on a sow,” as Phil Cook would
put it. It turns out someone figured this
out in the 16th century or earlier. The
result is reminiscent of the yin-yang
symbol of harmony. And now that I
look around, I notice it is a common
feature on all of our older doors.
In the present case, the installation
combined the ogee with a tongue and
groove (good name for a rock band)
feature—a complication requiring the
studied detailing of Mr. Prewitt.
As they say, “you’re never too old to
learn”—and even better if you can pass
the actual work to someone a lot more
capable.
*©2014, W.A.

17

The Guemes Tide April 2014

County Removes GIPOA Signs

Making a Way

Signs posted by GIPOA in 2008 were
recently removed by the county.

By Edith Walden
In February, the Skagit County Public Works sign shop received a complaint from an island resident concerning signs that the Guemes Island
Property Owners Association (GIPOA)
had installed on the island in August
2008. Because the signs were installed
in the right-of-way of a public road and
resembled official signs, Skagit County Engineering Technician Given Kutz
complied with county code and Washington state law and ordered them removed on February 27.
The signs, which (somewhat redundantly) noted ILLEGAL FIREWORKS
PROHIBITED ON GUEMES ISLAND,
have been returned to GIPOA president
Howard Pellett.
GIPOA has campaigned over the last
six years to limit fireworks to one day,
July 4, to reduce the trauma to pets,
wildlife, and the infirm.
Skagit County code (SCC 10.16
.030) designates that “No person shall
place any signs, indicators, advertisements, stakes, posts or any other foreign
objects or objects [sic] upon a public
highway or right-of-way of any public
highway. . . .”
Washington law (RCW 14.61.071)

also prohibits signs in view of any highway that look like official traffic signs
or signals but allows “the erection upon
private property adjacent to highways of
signs giving useful directional information and of a type that cannot be mistaken for official signs.”
When asked what would be legal to
post on private property, Kutz advised
that the sign could not be the same
shape or color as any traffic-control
device. He suggested to the Tide that
a square sign with blue lettering on a
white background would not be mistaken for an official sign.
The signs were posted at the “chicken-foot” intersection, on Guemes Island
Road near the Store, and at the Fire
Hall. The GIPOA board will be considering redesigning the signs and would
like to find property owners who would
be willing to have a sign posted next to
the road on their private property.
If you have property on South Shore
Road (or near the chicken-foot intersection), on Guemes Island Road, or on
West Shore Road and would be willing
to host a sign, please call Howard Pellett
at 293-8128.

edith walden

Courtesy Skagit County Public Works

Private Property Owners Sought as Hosts

A labyrinth is being built between the
Church and the Community Center.
Work parties are scheduled every
Saturday in hopes that the project will
be complete by summer solstice.
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Year ‘Round
Groundskeeping
Guemes-based
No job too small
Free Estimates

Billy Everett &
Todd Figenshow

293-3581
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Jazz at the Hall Is a Big Success

photos by edith walden

Community Center (GICCA) board
members and volunteers Karen and
Scott Anderson,
the Hall had been
transformed into a
classy setting with
white-tableclothed
card tables, spring
flower arrangements, and black
backdrops setting
off the serving taAbove: Nick Allison plays to a full house to benefit the Schoolbles.
The east end
house Park Stage project. Right: Volunteer contractor Todd Fiof
the
Hall had
genshow (left), who will supervise the foundation pour, listens as
been
opened
up
Michael Brown, co-manager of the project, makes a plea for funds.
to expose windows that many people didn’t know
Even though it was a warm, sunny
existed—with a beautiful view of the
day on March 23, more than 80 peowoods.
ple showed up from 4 to 6 p.m. at the
Allison’s jazz-imbued renderCommunity Center to visit with friends
ings from the Great American Songand neighbors, enjoy some wine, and
book—tunes by composers such as
listen to part-time islander and accomRogers and Hart, Jimmy Van Heusen,
plished pianist Nick Allison play jazz.
the Gershwins, and Jerome Kern—
Sparkling from a spring cleaning
along with a few bossa novas and
the day before by the Guemes Island

several originals, drifted through the
crowd, blending with conversations to
create a perfect Sunday afternoon.
The event raised $1,820 for the
Schoolhouse Park Stage project.
Thanks go to the GICCA board, especially Kathleen Phillips for organizing
and helping set up the event, Nick for
the music, Michael Brown and Mickey McEachern for selecting and serving wine, Mary Jo Andrak, Kelly Bush,
Arden Charles, Jan Ebersole, Susan and
Karen Everett, Frea Gladish, Dyvon Havens, Julie Pingree, Emma Schroder,
Janice Veal, Edith Walden, Jackie Wittman, and Yadi Young.

It’s Stinging-Nettle Time Again
By Edith Walden
I’ve been a fan of braising or sautéing our native stingingnettle leaves each year as a ritual spring tonic. Once I got past
the fear of being stung gathering them (use gloves) and then
the fear of being stung swallowing them (they don’t sting after they’ve been cooked), I grew to like their distinctive herbal
taste.
Last year, when Justin James requested that I bring nettles to him in Atlanta to remind him of the island, I decided
I should branch out a little in my culinary repertoire. This is
the nettle soup recipe I arrived at, after a bit of experimentation. Justin’s family were so enthused about the soup and about
a pesto Justin and I made that his dad ordered nettles online
the next day to plant at their mountain home. He periodically
sends me a nettle report (they’re doing fine).
This is just the right time to gather the young shoots while
they are tender. Be sure to discard the stems. Last year, I gathered nettles through April—just the tender tops. The leaves get
tough after the plants blossom; after that you can try your hand
at making stinging-nettle rope (see jonsbushcraft.com/Nettle
cordage.htm).
Soup may be served hot or cold. Nettle soup freezes well,
though it must then be well-blended before serving.

Justin’s Nettle Soup

10 cups nettle leaves (somewhat packed—about ½ pound)
1 tbsp. olive oil
1 large sweet onion, diced
1½ pounds (about 4 cups) diced potatoes
6 cups broth (chicken or vegetable, or use the blanching water
from the nettles, or a combination of these)
¾ tsp. ground pepper
3/8 tsp. ground nutmeg
½ cup half-and-half
Salt to taste
1. Blanch nettle leaves in 2 quarts or more of boiling salted
(1 tsp.) water for two minutes. Use tongs or heavy rubber gloves
to blanch several big heaps at a time. Strain blanched nettles and
set aside.
2. In a large soup pot, heat olive oil over medium heat. Add
onions and cook until they soften. Add potatoes, stock, and seasonings. Bring to a boil and then cook over medium heat for 15
minutes.
3. Using an immersion blender (or a food processor or standard blender), finely blend the potatoes, onions, and stock. Add
blanched nettle leaves (about 1 cup, packed, or more to taste) and
blend until everything is smooth and thoroughly mixed. Add halfand-half and stir (or blend). Add salt to taste.
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• in memoriam •

Oil Spill Occurs During
Oil-Spill Workshop

Helen Swartz
Helen Swartz, 93, died on February 21 at the
Guemes Island home of her daughter, Donna
Davis.
Helen was born November 1, 1920, in Massillon, Ohio, to Nick and Elena (Muntean) Cindia. She entered college at age 35 and earned her
degree in education at Kent State University in
1963 and her masters degree in 1966. She was
a teacher and social worker for 30 years and advisor to the Washington High School Distinguished Citizens Committee.
She served on the Massillon (Ohio) Civil
Service Commission under three mayors and
was active on the boards of the YWCA, Stark
County Mental Health Service, the Spring Hill Historical Home, and other community positions. She was an active member of the First United Methodist Church.
Her husband, Warren Swartz, preceded her in death in 2002.
Survivors include daughter Donna (Gary) Davis, of Guemes Island, and brother
Mike (Nedra) Cindia.
Services were in Massillon. Memorial contributions are suggested in her name to
the Washington High School Alumni Association Scholarship fund, Room H-214,
One Paul Brown Dr., Massillon, OH 44646.

Robert Matchett

We are saddened to report the passing of Robert William “Bob” Matchett
on March 26. He was 72. A full obituary will follow in the May Tide.

Phil Burton Brings Jewels of Knowledge

edith walden

By Edith Walden
At a Community Soup Supper program
on March 18, islander Philip Burton, a thirdgeneration jeweler at Burton Jewelers in
Anacortes, presented a program on jewelry
appraisals and gemstones.
Burton is a registered jeweler with the
American Gem Society, which is dedicated
to protecting consumers by maintaining
ethical business practices and skills and
knowledge about gems.
Burton described the difference between an insurance appraisal that focuses
on replacement value and a fair-market
appraisal that focuses on the current value
of the piece. Replacement costs are often
Phil Burton speaks about jewelry at a
higher than the fair-market value, as is the
March 18 Community Soup Supper.
cost of the appraisal. Burton Jewelers performs both types of appraisals.
Burton specializes in diamonds, and brought a number of them to pass around
to demonstrate differences in color, clarity, cut, and carats. There was a lot of oohing
and ahhing in the group, along with stunned silence at the gems’ beauty (and value).

19

By Tom Murphy
During the morning portion of the
March 15 Community Engagement for
Oil Spill Response workshop at the Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research
Reserve, the cell phone of Mark Watkinson, director of Skagit County Department of Emergency Management,
alerted him to a call. As if to highlight
the connectedness of oil-spill responders
to oil spills in the marine areas of Puget
Sound, the call informed Watkinson
that the Shell Puget Sound Refinery in
Anacortes had just experienced a crudeoil spill of about 6,300 gallons. He reported that the spill was contained to
the refinery site and that no oil leaked
into the local waters.
The call was an ironic interruption
to a session that focused on the speed
and connectedness of alerts to—and responses from—agencies that respond
to oil spills. Along with Watkinson,
representatives at the workshop from
the U.S. Coast Guard, the Washington State Department of Ecology, and
Skagit 911 all received the alert, putting
them on notice that their services might
be needed quickly. In a spill into marine
areas, the agencies would all respond,
form an incident-command team, and
participate in decisions on containment
and recovery, as well as restoration of
marine areas afterwards.
This workshop, along with five previous ones held in neighboring counties, was hosted by Robyn du Pre’, executive director of the Northwest Straits
Marine Conservation Foundation. The
workshops’ purpose was “to educate the
general public and local officials about
oil spills in the marine environment.”
Participants learned who is part of incident command, how decisions are made
about incident response, and how members of the public can become involved.
The Tide was told that in addition to
information about various environmental workshops, the PowerPoint presentations from this workshop will soon
be up on the foundation’s website,
nwstraitsfoundation.org.
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Looking Back

win anderson

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society
turing the recollections of
Patty Orton Harrington,
a California horse trainer.
She credits Hammill with
giving her a start as a teenager living on Guemes.
—The Evening Star,
April 2009

Ten Years Ago
The first step toward
adding ferry-patron parking on the Anacortes side
starts in March with the
demolition of the brick
cannery warehouse at 6th
In the jaw-dropping 2009 election, incumbent Ferry
Street and K Avenue.
Committee member Glen Veal (left) and challenger Allen
Bush Jr. garnered exactly the same number of votes. Both
The Community Cenwere seated, temporarily bumping the committee up to
ter piano is unlocked and
six members.
uncovered to encourage
more use. Donated by Bob
Clark as a memorial to Edith Wicksell,
Edited by Win Anderson
it was originally considered too valuable
to leave exposed but was rarely played.
Five Years Ago
—The Evening Star, April 2004
Both candidates for the open Ferry
Committee position are seated following an unprecedented election in which Fifteen Years Ago
Harry and Elinor Lindbeck, he of
incumbent Glen Veal and challenger AlHarry Lindbeck and His Band, pay a
len Bush split the certified 388 votes.
visit to the island to recall playing the
Dyvon Havens, a lady of many lists
Community Hall in May of 1949, the
of wildlife sightings and weather obnight the lights came on on Guemes.
servations, is introduced in a feature by
The current visit, for pleasure only,
Betty Crookes.
Different views of island legend Hor- marks the band’s 55th year.
—The Evening Star, April 1999
ace Hammill are related in a piece fea-

Fifty Years Ago
“Girl Scouts in Troop 1295 shared
an overnight at the Don Escher cabin
on Guemes during spring vacation. The
girls walked to the home of member
Phyllis Shoultz and had lunch on the
lawn before hiking to North Beach.
“Members of the Bird Watchers
Club met last Tuesday at the home of
Mrs. Walter Gilkey with Mrs. Ralph
Stockton giving an interesting talk on
the nesting habits of various birds.”
—Anacortes American, April 16
and 23, 1964
One Hundred Years Ago
“A double-armored replacement telephone cable will serve Guemes Island
within 30 days, according to W. E. Everett, manager of the Anacortes exchange
of Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Company. The announcement was made at
a meeting of the Guemes Island Telephone Company at the new Guemes
social club hall last night.
“L. K. Hohein, an employee of the
Spencer Ranch, was taken to the Anacortes Hospital unconscious following
the runaway of a team he was driving on
Guemes.
“He suffered head injuries when
thrown to the ground. His condition is
reported to be not serious.”
—Anacortes American, April 16, 23,
and 30, 1914

