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By Edith Walden with Win Anderson
On February 27, 1914, about 150 Guemes residents and 

Anacortes visitors dedicated a civic center for the island. The 
newly built 36-by-60-foot, two-story structure was variously 
described as a community center, social hall, and community 
hall—all in the front-page article in the Anacortes American on 
March 5, 1914.

The drive to build the Hall began two years earlier, when 
the women of Guemes Island formed the Guemes Social 
and Improvement Club and began raising the 
$1,200 it took to purchase materials for the 
undertaking. Many of the funds were raised by 
holding bake sales. 

Jack Kidd, described in the article as “a 
prominent Guemes Island farmer whose or-
chards are among the finest in the Northwest,” 
donated the half-acre tract the building stands 
on. Guemes men cleared the ground for the 
building at a work party on March 1, 1913, 
according to an article in the March 6 Ana-
cortes American of that year. The women of the 
Guemes Social Club “served dinner to fifty-
two people at the school house at noon and a 
lunch in the afternoon.” The men of Guemes 
also donated the labor to build the Hall.

“The handsome new community center . . . 
is an excellent example of what can be done by 
an enterprising and progressive community,” 
the anonymous reporter opines in the article. 
Reverend J. D. Hudson, pastor of the Ana-

Our Hall Turns 100!

cortes Congregational Church, is described as complimenting 
islanders “on their admirable public spirit and their successful 
efforts for social advancement of their community.” 

Dedication and vision
In an era when women typically took on the full names of 

their husbands, Mrs. Frank McGill, chairman of the build-
ing committee, and Mrs. C. A. Dunn, president of the Social 

The front page of the Anacortes American on March 5, 1914, announced the opening of Guemes’s Community Center.
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This photograph, the earliest known of the Hall, shows the first community Thanks-
giving gathering there (date unknown).
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Letters
Supporting a dream

On behalf of the Guemes Island His-
torical Society, I would like to thank the 
Guemes Island Resort for selling the So-
ciety’s 2014 calendars, supporting the 
dream of a museum for all to enjoy in 
the future.

—Carol Deach, president 

Bringing health and comfort
On behalf of patients in our com-

munity’s hospitals, I wish to extend our 
thanks to all who rolled up their sleeves 
to support the Guemes Island Commu-
nity Blood Drive on February 8. Puget 
Sound Blood Center registered 22 peo-
ple. This will bring health and comfort 
to many patients. 

The blood donations collected at the 
blood drive are critical to maintaining 
a stable blood supply for surgeries and 
medical emergencies, and for support-
ing patients battling life-threatening ill-
nesses like cancer and leukemia. 

Great appreciation goes to Juby 
Fouts and Lorraine Francis for organiz-
ing the drive, Dyvon Havens for calling 
donors, the Guemes Island Community 
Church for providing the blood-drive 
location, and Lorraine Francis for shar-
ing her culinary skills to provide food 
for the blood drive. We couldn’t have 
done it without you. 

Each weekday, 900 people must do-
nate blood to meet the needs of patients 
in Western Washington hospitals. Your 
blood drive played an important role in 
helping meet that goal. 

The following patients are just a few 
of the many who have received blood 
from Puget Sound Blood Center in the 
past few days: 

• A 9-year-old with GI bleeding used 
9 units of red blood cells, 4 units of 
platelets, 6 units of plasma, and 1 cryo-
precipitate pool.

• A 28-year-old undergoing open-
heart surgery used 15 units of red blood 
cells, 15 units of plasma, 7 units of 
platelets, and 3 cryoprecipitate pools.

• A 35-year-old with obstetric bleed-
ing used 10 units of red blood cells, 9 
units of plasma, 1 unit of platelets, and 
2 cryoprecipitate pools.

• A 48-year-old with renal infraction 
used 22 units of red blood cells, 8 units 
of plasma, 1 unit of platelets, and 1 
cryoprecipitate pool.

• A 66-year-old with massive bleeding 
and cardiac arrest used 12 units of red 
blood cells, 10 units of plasma, 2 units 
of platelets, and 2 cryoprecipitate pools.

The next island blood drive will be 
on Saturday, June 14. 

—Carol Rondello, mobile representa-
tive, Puget Sound Blood Center 

Out for a Spring Swim

Despite several February snowfalls, the signs of spring are unmistakable on 
Guemes. This flock of Canada geese has returned to an island pond.
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By Edith Walden
Nine islanders, plus the Ferry Com-

mittee, attended the committee’s annual 
meeting on February 9.

Two nominations were offered for 
the two open positions on the commit-
tee. Anne Casperson was reelected to 
her expired position, and Bud Ullman 
was elected to fill the expired position 
vacated by Glen Veal (see article on  
page 4).

Ferry Committee Members Elected
Glen Veal Retires at Annual Meeting

Prior to the elections and handing 
over his gavel, Veal moderated his last 
annual meeting after serving on the 
Ferry Committee for 32 years. Bob An-
derson spoke on behalf of islanders in 
extending “sincere and heartfelt appre-
ciation for Glen’s service.” Veal gave a 
farewell speech, briefly outlining the  
history of the committee.

“Through the years we’ve really come 
a long way,” he summarized. “Hope-

fully, we can just stay there now at the 
table. We have a lot of credibility and 
it’s all good will that we have going for-
ward. I’m glad we’ve established that re-
lationship [with the county]. For a long 
time you might say that our relationship 
was adversarial rather than cooperative,” 
he chuckled. “I think we’ve overcome 
that.” He stressed the importance of 
having good island representation and 
rapport with the county commissioners.

The Tide will run a tribute to Veal in 
a forthcoming issue. (See MJ Andrak’s 
tribute, “Ferry Tales 73: Thank you and 
Good Night,” at linetime.org.)

Ferry business in review
Veal summarized a recent meeting 

the Ferry Committee had with Skagit 
County Interim Director of Public 
Works Dan Berentson, Ferry Opera-
tions Division Manager Rachel Rowe, 
Public Works Controller Jim Mickel, 
and Skagit County Engineer Paul  
Randall-Grutter on January 17 (see  
page 3 of the February Tide for a sum-
mary of the meeting).

This was the committee’s first meet-
ing with Berentson. Veal described 
him as “affable,” with connections to 
Guemes. Veal was pleased that Berent-
son indicated that he planned to keep 
the good working relationship intact, 
listening to the public when the coun-
ty made decisions. “That means a lot to 
me,” Veal revealed.

After reviewing the draft of the 2013 
Ferry Operations Status Report, Veal  

Carl “Bud” Ullman (left) replaces Glen Veal on the Guemes Island Ferry Committee.

(continued on page 4)
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reported that it appeared that fares 
would reach their target for 2013. In-
formation from the last two months of 
2013 has not yet been given to the com-
mittee. Barring unforeseen circumstanc-
es, he believes that there will not be a 
fare increase in June.

Veal referred to his comments at the 
quarterly meeting in December when 
he said that he had pushed for a spring 
haulout in a meeting with Rowe and 
“she said she was looking into that pos-
sibility.”  He reported that at the Janu-
ary 17 meeting, “she said they were go-
ing to haul out in the fall. I don’t know 
whether she had closed the door on the 
spring, but that’s what we were most re-
cently told.” 

He noted that a specific date has not 
been set. Anne Casperson added that 
Rowe wanted to be more flexible about 
“the time we could take the ferry out 
so that we get a better deal in terms of 
when the docks are available. It saved us 
$100,000 last time.” 

Steve Orsini noted that the commit-
tee disagreed with the county’s assess-
ment of “something in the order of 16 
percent growth in ridership over the 
past two years,” as stated in the draft  

of the 2013 Operations Status Report. 
He added that the committee had gone 
over the numbers and determined “it’s 
more like a percent and a half,” express-
ing alarm that the seemingly incorrect 
data had already been submitted to the 
commissioners.

Ferry replacement plan
The Ferry Committee had also been 

given a copy of the Ferry Replacement 
Plan prepared for Skagit County by the 
Elliott Bay Design Group. The report 
recommends that the ferry not be oper-
ated for more than 10 more years with-
out a major overhaul. Three options are 
proposed: replace the vessel “immediate-
ly” (in 3 years) at a cost of $19.54 mil-
lion; delay the vessel replacement for 10 
years with a moderate overhaul at a cost 
of $21.5 million; or perform a major 
overhaul and extend the midbody to in-
crease capacity, thereby allowing service 
for 18 years at a cost of $26.74 million.

Copies of the 67-page plan are avail-
able at linetime.org. The deadline  
is April 11 for public comment to  

By Edith Walden
Bud and Rebecca Ullman first came to 

Guemes in 2009 and have lived here full-time 
since 2012. Bud admits that they were looking 
for a retirement place as close to Seattle as they 
could afford, and that “we bought our house 
for the view before we learned what a wonderful 
community Guemes is.”

Bud graduated with a law degree from the 
University of Washington and earned his master 
of laws degree from Yale. He worked as an at-
torney for the Federated States of Micronesia for 
five years and then served there as the attorney 
general for two more. 

In the late 1970s and early ’80s, he worked for the Quinault Indian Nation; he 
came to Guemes from Klamath Falls, Oregon, where he worked for the Klamath 
Tribes, helping them adjudicate water and natural-resource rights. He continues his 
consulting work with them.

Now that he knows how special the community is, he was willing to serve when 
he was recruited to run for the Ferry Committee position being vacated by Glen 
Veal. “Glen Veal’s shoes are mighty big shoes to fill,” he acknowledged, adding 
quickly, “I don’t ever expect to fill them.” But Ullman believes that his skill set will 
fit well with the committee’s work, noting, “I have experience working with small 
governments on public issues.” 

The work ahead of the Ferry Committee will provide plenty of opportunities to 
use that kind of skill. Welcome him aboard. 

Meet Bud Ullman, New Ferry Committee Member

Rachel Rowe. Contact her at rrowe@ 
co.skagit.wa.us or mail comments to  
her at 1600 Continental Place, Mount 
Vernon, WA 88274.

There was a long discussion about 
the plan, with many unanswered ques-
tions about how the recommendations 
were determined and what is in the best 
interest of islanders. Sources for the sub-
stantial funding required have not been 
identified. 

The Ferry Committee had recom-
mended that the study of the life of the 
vessel be conducted by a marine engi-
neer. Steve Orsini acknowledged that 
the Elliot Bay Design Group did have a 
marine engineer, but likened the situa-
tion to “going to the barber and asking 
if you need a haircut. You’re likely to get 
a haircut.”

Veal announced that the spring Pub-
lic Ferry Forum will be held on March 
26 (see article at lower left). He expects 
that all the information will be in from 
last year and that it will be a good meet-
ing to attend “to find out where we 
stand.” 

The Skagit County Public Works 
Department will hold a Public Ferry 
Forum on Wednesday, March 26, at 6 
p.m. at the Community Center. Ferry 
Operations Division Manager Rachel 
Rowe announced that the agenda will 
include “the presentation of the Draft 
2014 Ferry Fare Revenue Target Report, 
a ferry-projects update, and general 
discussion.” In addition to Rowe, Skagit 
County Commissioner Ron Wesen, In-
terim Public Works Director Dan Berent-
son, County Engineer Paul Randall-
Grutter, and       Public Works Controller 
Jim Mickel will attend the meeting.

This is an opportunity to meet 
with county officials and discuss ferry 
issues. Guemes Island Ferry Committee 
members will also be in attendance (see 
article on page 3).

Public Ferry Forum  
On March 26
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(continued from page 3)
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Ferry Operations Division Manager 
Rachel Rowe reminds riders that there 
is no second run of the 11:15 a.m. ferry 
on fueling days, which are every other 
week, usually on Tuesdays. 

Here is the fueling schedule for the 
rest of 2014:

Tuesday, March 4
Tuesday, March 18
Tuesday, April 1
Tuesday, April 15
Tuesday, April 29
Tuesday, May 13
Tuesday, May 27
Tuesday, June 10
Tuesday, June 24
Tuesday, July 8
Tuesday, July 22
Tuesday, August 5
Tuesday, August 19
Tuesday, September 2
Tuesday, September 16 
Tuesday, September 30 
Tuesday, October 14 
Tuesday, October 28 
Monday, November 10 
Tuesday, November 25 
Tuesday, December 9 
Tuesday, December 23
The double run may also be unavail-

able if other ferry maintenance needs 
to be conducted between 11:45 a.m. 
and 12:45 p.m. Watch for the no 2nd 
11:15 sailing sign at the dock when 
maintenance is required.

This schedule is also available at 
skagitcounty.net/ferry. 

No Ferry Double Runs 
on Fueling Days

On January 21, Guemes Moun-
tain steward Ian Woofenden discovered 
damage on the hand-forged bike rack 
at the mountain trailhead. Woofenden 
concluded, “Either a rampaging Sas-
quatch or (more likely) a misguided au-
tomobile has run into it.” The rack, de-
signed and built by island artist Andy 
Gladish, sustained numerous broken 
welds and bends in its structure.

In a post on the LineTime message 
board, Woofenden urges the responsible 

Guemes Mountain Bike Rack Damaged

party to “’fess up and take care of the 
cost of repairing the rack.” If you know 
who made the “error,” you can make a 
confidential report to the Skagit Land 
Trust by contacting Regina Wandler at 
reginaw@skagitlandtrust.org or 428-
7878.

At the request of the Skagit Land 
Trust, Tom Fouts and Deb Bear have 
donated and installed a large boulder 
next to the rack to protect it from fur-
ther damage. 

Broken welds on the upper-right and lower-left corners and at the peaks of the two moun-
tains are probably the result of a vehicle hitting the bike rack at the trailhead of Guemes 
Mountain. The boulder has since been repositioned.

Citing growing concern among residents of the northwest Salish Sea region about 
increased oil-tanker and cargo-ship traffic, the Skagit County Marine Resources Com-
mittee announced a free public workshop called “Community Engagement in Oil Spill 
Response and Readiness” on Saturday, March 15, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Padilla Bay 
National Estuarine Reserve, 10441 Bayview-Edison Road. 

The proposed expansion of the Trans Mountain pipeline in Canada would increase 
oil-tanker traffic from 5 tankers a month to as many as 34 tankers a month carrying oil 
through Haro Strait and the Strait of Juan de Fuca—as early as 2017. Other proposed 
projects may increase commercial marine traffic by as much as 437 cargo ships a year.

At the workshop, local, state, and federal agencies will describe their roles, plans, 
and goals in an oil-spill emergency. You can learn how to help before, during, and after 
an oil spill. To volunteer during an oil spill, you must have advanced training. Training 
opportunities to prepare you to help recover and care for oiled wildlife and to handle 
hazardous materials will be announced. 

To register for the workshop, please contact the Northwest Straits Foundation at  
lim@nwstraits.org or (360) 733-1725.

Getting Ready for an Oil Spill
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Editors’ note: This section lists island 
events we think readers might want 
to know about more than a month in 
advance.
•• On April 15, a party and dance to 

celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
Community Center will be held.
•• On May 10, the Guemes Island 

Community Center Association will 
sponsor the Spring Talent Show.
•• On June 14, Guemes Connects will 

sponsor an island blood drive.

•Save the Date•

Upcoming Soup Supper Topics
Community Soup Suppers continue on Tuesdays at 

6 p.m. at the Guemes Island Community Church. The 
simple meals are a time to visit with neighbors and are 
followed by evening programs at 7 p.m. All are wel-
come.

March 4: Jocelyn Palmer-Perry, a social worker at 
Island Hospital’s Health Resource Center, will speak 
about the aging brain, including emotional, physical, 

and behavioral aspects. The impact of age on creativity will be addressed, in addi-
tion to the effects of illness and other life transitions on brain function.

March 11: Marine biologist Cindy Elliser with the Pacific Biodiversity Institute 
will speak about the harbor-porpoise project the Institute is conducting in Burrows 
Pass, south of Washington Park on Fidalgo Island. Harbor porpoises are also being 
observed by citizen scientists on Guemes as part of the project. Elliser, who has a 
Ph.D. in integrative biology, will also share her experience studying wild dolphins 
in the Bahamas.

March 18: Islander Philip Burton, a registered jeweler with the American Gem 
Society, will talk about how to value jewelry. Having worked for 30 years at the 
family business, Burton Jewelers in Anacortes, he will explain the difference be-
tween appraising jewelry for estate purposes and for insurance purposes, and will 
discuss differences in insurance policies. Burton will also share his expertise in dia-
monds. He specializes in diamonds recently discovered in Canada, which now pro-
vides 20 percent of the world’s diamonds.

March 25: Islanders Joost Businger and Morgaine Hager, N.D., will discuss is-
sues Paul Bogard addresses in his book The End of Night: Searching for Natural 
Darkness in an Age of Artificial Light. True night in industrialized and overlit parts of 
the world no longer exists for most people. The absence of darkness is resulting in 
health issues from disturbances in our circadian rhythms. The two will explain how 
this happened and why it matters.

Anacortes High School has an-
nounced the students who made the 
honor roll for the first semester. Con-
gratulations to these current and former 
island students:

Hallie Freeman 3.5–3.99
Sage Olson 4.0
Ryan Simonis 3.5–3.99 
Sam Stamper 3.0–3.49
Nota Tsitsiragos 4.0
Stella Tsitsiragos 3.5–3.99 

High-School Honor Roll

The Gathering Lunches, served by 
volunteers for Guemes Connects, will 
continue on Thursdays in March at the 
Church. Free blood-pressure checks are 
given from 11:15 a.m to noon; meals 
are served from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. for a suggested donation of $4.00.

Lunches for shut-ins are available by 
arrangement; contact Lorraine Francis 
at 293-8364.

Carol Park gives 15-minute chair 
massages for $10.

On March 6, Kim Bone and Jeanne 
Notson will serve jambalaya. On March 
13, Kathy Finks and Dyvon Havens will 
prepare salmon croquettes. On March 
20, Gail Messett cooks chicken caccia-
tore. On March 27, Dyvon Havens and 
Kathy Finks will make chicken fricassee.

Gathering Lunches

Rolling Up Their Sleeves to Help

From left, Wesley and Kim Bone and Michael Grennell relax after giving blood on 
February 8 at the blood drive. Organizers Lorraine Francis and Juby Fouts helped 19 
islanders donate to the Puget Sound Blood Center (see letter on page 2).



The Guemes Tide     March 2014     7      

By Edith Walden
Islander Rick Norrie spoke at  

a Community Soup Supper pre-
sentation on February 4, offer-
ing information about crime and 
crime prevention on the island.

Following a 14-year military 
career, Norrie joined the Island 
County Sheriff’s Office in 1987. 
On March 1, he will start a new 
job as Coupeville’s chief marshal.

Norrie and wife Renee (daugh-
ter of longtime islander Ria Fos-
ter) came to Guemes full-time 
in 1993. “I appreciate what we 
have here,” he told his audience. 
“It reminds me of growing up as 
a child. I feel the comfort and re-
spect from everybody in this com-
munity. That word ‘respect’ means 
a lot to me.”

He also assured his listeners, 
“When I come home, I am not 
the police.”

But sometimes, he said, he en-
counters people whose actions are 
putting themselves or others 
at risk. He will intervene, ask-
ing the parties to correct their behavior 
and not force him to take official action. 
Because the Skagit County Sheriff’s Of-
fice (SCSO) sometimes cannot get an 
officer to the scene immediately, he will 
respond to emergency situations on the 
island, where he tries to minimize the 
situation until SCSO can take over. 

“I’m not here to do law enforce-
ment,” he explained. “I want to make 
sure everyone is safe.”

Norrie specializes in investigating 
and reconstructing traffic incidents. 
He is especially proud of his expertise 
in drug recognition. One of about 200 
drug-recognition experts in the state, he 
is also recognized nationally as an expert 
in spotting symptoms of drug impair-
ment and identifying drug parapher-
nalia. He works with schools across the 
state on drug education and promoting 
early intervention.

He also pays attention to those com-
ing and going on the ferry, and is well 
acquainted with a broad spectrum of is-
landers. It may not be official communi-

Rick Norrie Offers Tips on Crime Prevention

ty policing, but Norrie makes a practice 
of knowing his community very well.

Crime on Guemes
Stipulating that he was not speaking 

on behalf of Skagit County Sheriff Will 
Reichardt, Norrie described a major in-
crease in the number of burglaries in the 
region. (In an interview following Nor-
rie’s presentation, Sheriff Reichardt told 
the Tide that there has not been an in-
crease in reported crimes of any sort on 
Guemes, while acknowledging that not 
all crime on the island gets reported.)

Citing his 27 years in law enforce-
ment, Norrie described a notable in-
crease in the number of people coming 
to the island who “stand out like sore 
thumbs.” They do not greet or interact 
with people, he said, and they come and 
go within a short period of time, often 
at odd hours; they carry backpacks, and 
appear to be involved in drugs.

“Heroin use runs rampant on this is-
land,” Norrie asserted. “It runs rampant 
in Mount Vernon. It runs rampant on 

Whidbey. It’s a huge problem na-
tionwide—it’s an epidemic.” He 
said methamphetamine is also a 
problem, here and elsewhere.

The kind of people law en-
forcement frequently encoun-
ters in burglaries are those who 
are after only drugs or ways to 
get drugs. Norrie describes them 
as mostly young (18 to 25). They 
tend to work in a group of two or 
three: a lookout, someone dressed 
in business attire who cases the 
residence or knocks at the door 
with a feigned excuse for being 
there, and a designated invader. 
They travel lightly, transport-
ing stolen goods in inconspicu-
ous backpacks. They are primarily 
interested in drugs, guns, jewelry 
(gold that can be melted down), 
cash, and identity theft (especially 
passports and social security in-
formation)—easy ways to get cash 
quickly. A big-screen TV doesn’t 
fit in a backpack.

“Small items move fast,” he 
points out, estimating that once 

off the island, the items are sold, or ex-
changed for drugs, within 20 minutes.

Steps for prevention
“The reason we lock things,” Norrie 

stated, “is to keep people honest.” He 
outlined a number of ways to deter resi-
dential burglaries.

• Lighting. Motion-activated lighting 
deters criminals, although Norrie ob-
served that there’s a lot of crime happen-
ing in the daytime now. 

• Physical barriers. Keep landscap-
ing from obscuring entry and exit ways. 
Keep gates shut and locked. Post signs 
that announce the presence of dogs or 
an alarm system, or that prohibit solici-
tors. Put dowels in the tracks of your 
sliding doors. Keep your vehicles locked. 
Have a heavy-duty home safe—one that 
can’t be carried away—or a secret safe.

• Alarm systems. Inexpensive and 
very loud alarms are available. Install 
video surveillance cameras (or fake 
ones). Own a dog.

Rick Norrie, Island County sheriff’s deputy, stands in his 
Guemes driveway.
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Club and its 24 women, led the dedica-
tion ceremonies. They thanked “those 
who made the splendid undertaking 
possible,” including the construction 
superintendent Mr. C. A. Dunn, de-
scribed as a “merchant and prominent 
resident of the island.”

Performers provided music through-
out the evening and a “bountiful supper 
was served by the Guemes Social Club 
ladies.”

The main floor included a large as-
sembly room with a stage at one end for 
entertainments, lectures, and motion-
picture shows. There was also a card 
room, a smoking room, a kitchen, and 
a projector room for the movies. A wide 
porch was to be used for refreshment 
stands, and five acres of surrounding 
land were for use as community picnic 
grounds.

Among the first social gatherings at 
the Hall were lodge meetings for the 
newly organized Guemes Grange, with 
its 54 members; Sunday school at 2 
p.m. with 40 members; and Sunday 
church services preached by Reverend 
Hudson.

What remains constant
Guemes remains, 100 years later, an 

enterprising and progressive communi-
ty (and one that still can’t decide what 
to call the Hall/Community Center). 
The Community Center has undergone 
multiple upgrades and renovations, and 
is about to have a new coat and color of 
paint (see article on page 11). 

HALL TURNS 100
(continued from page 1)

Before the Hall, islanders built the 
first school with public subscription 
in 1873. The Guemes Improvement 
Club built the early ferry docks and did 
much of the road work. More public-
use buildings and structures have been 
erected, often with volunteer supervi-
sion, labor, and financial donations: the 
Guemes Island Community Church in 
1920, the Library addition to the Com-
munity Center in 1999, and the Murray 
Read Pavilion in 2004. 

Plans are afoot for the Schoolhouse 
Park Stage and a building for a histori-
cal museum.

Community meetings, dinners, con-
certs, talent shows, classes, memorial 
ceremonies, weddings, and all manner 
of private functions are ongoing at the 
Hall. How lucky we are to be the heirs 
of those determined women and men 
who had the foresight and knowledge 
about what it takes to build and bind a 
community.

Plan to celebrate throughout the year 
with multiple parties and events, the 
first one being on April 15 to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of the first dance 
held at the Hall. 

• Vacation precautions. Arrange for 
someone to house-sit. Have your lights 
and TV or radio on timers. Tell your 
neighbor that you will be away and ask 
a friend or neighbor to park a car in 
your driveway. Don’t post your vacation 
plans on Facebook or broadly announce 
them. Don’t tell a taxi driver or shuttle 
driver where you are going or for how 
long.

• Investigative help. In case you ex-
perience a theft, having records of your 
belongings will help investigators. Take 
photos or a video of your belongings. 
Record serial numbers and make a secret 
mark on your valuables. Have them  
appraised. Keep valuables in a safe- 
deposit box. (See an article about other 
storage precautions on page 5 of the 
February Tide.)

• Community awareness. Know who 
you are dealing with. Beware of who 
comes to the door or calls on the phone. 
Don’t give out personal information to 
strangers or invite them in. Carefully 
check references and business licenses 
for people who are working for you, in-
cluding health-care providers. Start a 
neighborhood watch.

Tracking crime
Norrie also discussed ways to track 

local crime trends. For Guemes crimes, 
see the crime map at skagitcounty.net. 
Yet a crime map is only as good as the 
crimes that are reported. It’s hard to 
track patterns and trends when citizens 
don’t report. 

“You need to document, document, 
document,” Norrie urged. “We as citi-
zens, regardless of how trivial it is or 
whether the incident requires a response 
or not, need to report. That’s how we in 
law enforcement do our job.”

Editors’ note: In a follow-up interview 
with the Tide, Norrie expanded his defini-
tion of “rampant heroin use” on the island, 
citing his own observations and anecdotal 
information. Due to cultural shifts in drug 
use, much of it resulting from stricter regu-
lations for opiate painkillers, and because 
heroin is cheap and easily accessible, it 
has become the drug of choice here, he as-
serts—just like everyplace else. 

RICK NORRIE SPEAKS
(continued from page 7)

Jack Kidd, shown here in the 1930s, do-
nated a half-acre of land for the building  
of the Hall.
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When What Time Where Contact

Mar. 1, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Live Music: Banjo Eddie & One Too Many 5:00 - 8:00 pm Store Terran Reneau 293-4548

Mar. 2, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Church Council 11:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Mar. 3, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
GIPAC 6:00 pm Church Allen Bush Jr. 293-7439

Mar. 4, Tues. Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm Matchett's Connie Snell 705-3589
Mardi Gras Community Soup Supper: 6:00 pm Church Carol Steffy 206-661-1161 

  Jocelyn Palmer-Perry, The Aging Mind
Mar. 5, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Mar. 6, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Jambalaya 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 7, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 8, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
International Live Music: Scott Haynes 5:00 - 8:00 pm Store Terran Reneau 293-4548
Women's Day
Mar. 9, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Daylight Time
Mar. 10, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:00 pm Fire Hall Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726

Mar. 11, Tues. Community Soup Supper: Dr. Cindy Elliser, 6:00 pm Church Carol Steffy 206-661-1161 
   Harbor Porpoise Study 
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 12, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Mar. 13, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Salmon Croquettes 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Church George Meekins 840-9391

Mar. 14, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 15, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 16, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.



The Guemes Tide Community Calendar March 2014

When What Time Where Contact
Mar. 17, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
St. Patrick's Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Day Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Buffiouu 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 18, Tues. Soup Supper: Phil Burton, Jewelry/Appraisals 6:00 pm Church Carol Steffy 206-661-1161
Mar. 19, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Mar. 20, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Chicken Cacciatore 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Equinox GICCA 7:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2296
Mar. 21, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 22, Sat. Community Center Spring Cleanup 9:00 am Hall Julie Pingree 293-2296
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 23, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Jazz, Wine, and Hors d'Oeuvres 4:00 - 6:00 pm Hall Kathleen Phillips 299-0068

Mar. 24, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cemetery Committee 6:00 pm Fire Hall Dixon Elder 293-8935
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Mar. 25, Tues. Community Soup Supper:  Joost Businger & 6:00 pm Church Carol Steffy 206-661-1161
  Morgaine Hager, The End of Night
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 26, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Public Ferry Forum and Skagit County 6:00 pm Hall Rachel Rowe 419-7618
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Mar. 27, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Chicken Fricassee 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
CERT radio test 7:00 pm Gail Nicholls 293-9540

Mar. 28, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 29, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 30, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Carol Pellett 293-8128
Mar. 31, Mon. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Buffiouu 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Community 

Center Association (GICCA) met on 
February 20. Unable to reach a consen-
sus on a paint color among themselves, 
the board had requested votes in an ap-
peal letter sent to prop-
erty owners in February. 
Of the 41 votes received, 
there were 11 votes for 
“greenish,” 14 votes for 
“yellowish,” and 16 votes 
for “tannish.” The tans 
have it, and the 100-year-
old Hall will have a fresh 
coat of tan/beige paint 
before the birthday cele-
bration on April 15.

Bids will be requested 
for prep work, priming, 
and painting from the two 
providers who have been 
previously contacted.

Schoolhouse Stage almost 
ready to pour

Michael Brown presented an update 
on the Schoolhouse Park Stage project. 
He had acquired the volunteer servic-
es of a landscape architect who special-
izes in designing large public spaces, 
such as zoos. Brown wanted to be sure 
the board was certain about its approval 
of the proposed site. The architect had 
suggested a slight rotation of the site to 
improve seating patterns on the ground 
in front of the Stage and traffic flow be-
tween the Stage and the Pavilion.

Mike Gwost stated that there might 
be a conflict with rotating the site due 

And the Paint Color Is . . .
GICCA Board Meets on Decor, Stage, and More

to impacts on wetlands that are close 
to the site. A protracted discussion en-
sued, raising questions about the “wet-
lands study” and its conclusions and the 
whereabouts of the existing permit for 
the siting of the structure. 

Brown reported that Todd Figen-
show, of island business Bladerunner, 
and Bill Chagnon, of Crater Lake Build-
ing, had volunteered their considerable 
skills to prepare and conduct the cement 
pour for the foundation of the Stage. 
Gwost heartily concurred about the pro-
fessional skills of the two volunteers. 

Brown estimates that the $7,100 in 
the Stage account will fund the cement 
for the pour and at least part of the steel 
reinforcing bar. With the goal to com-
pete construction of the Stage in 2014 
before the permit expires next year, 
Brown suggested that major fundraising 
efforts would be in order following the 
laying of the foundation. Gwost prom-

ised not to organize a pour without  
notice to and approval by the board.

The board decided to meet with 
Brown, Gwost, Figenshow, and Chag-
non on February 22 to finalize the site 
placement (see sidebar below).

Upcoming events
A day of spring cleaning at the Com-

munity Center is sched-
uled for Saturday, March 
22, beginning at 9 a.m. 
Volunteers are encouraged 
to bring gardening tools 
for outside cleanup. Inside 
work will involve the deep-
cleaning chores that do 
not get done with routine 
cleaning and some paint-
ing. Please help contribute 
some elbow grease toward 
the maintenance of the 
crown jewel of the island: 
our Hall.

On Sunday, March 
23, GICCA will host Jazz, 

Wine, and Hors d’Oeuvres at the Hall 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Part-time islander and 
jazz pianist Nick Allison will play as a 
benefit for the Schoolhouse Stage (see 
article on page 12).

Assorted minor business
Other topics discussed included:

• The fire marshal’s appearance at an 
unappointed time for an inspection

• The arrival and mounting of auto-
mated towel dispensers

• Mounting the historic canoe
• The purchase and installation of a 

mailbox for use when GICCA’s private 
box at the Store expires in September.

Also announced:
• Board member Jon Petrich is work-

ing on creating a Facebook page for the 
Community Center.

• LineTime will share its updated 
mailing list of island property owners, 
registered voters, and renters for GIC-
CA’s use with future mailings.

• MJ Andrak received assurances that 
GICCA approved the idea of the pro-
posed multiuse trail from Schoolhouse 
Park to the ferry landing, and permis-
sion to use the TV for this year’s science 
camp. 

By Edith Walden
On February 22, Guemes Island Community Center Association board members 

Julie Pingree, Rob Schroder, and Norm Prewitt joined Schoolhouse Park Stage organiz-
ers Michael Brown and Mike Gwost; volunteer contractors Adam Mimnaugh, Todd 
Figenshow, and Bill Chagnon; and four other participants who have been active with 
the Stage project to discuss the final siting for the structure. Braving the snow, they 
walked the site, discussed possibilities, and reached the conclusion that the current 
site proposal is adequate for the permanent structure.

Permanent boundary markers will be installed soon, followed by pouring the 
foundation slab.

Proposed Site for Schoolhouse Stage Approved

Board members announce the winning paint color for the Community 
Center. From left are Norm Prewitt, Kelly Bush, Rob Schroder, Julie Pin-
gree, Kathleen Phillips, and Jon Petrich.
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By Edith Walden
On February 11, Guemes native 

Lily-Rose Day, 11, was selected as one 
of two ambassadors for the 2014 Skagit 
Valley Tulip Festival. The Island View 
Elementary School fifth-grader was se-
lected from 82 Skagit County fourth- 
and fifth-graders in a contest sponsored 
by KeyBank. 

As her parents, Yossar-
ian Day and Monica Clifton, 
looked on at the Cascade Mall, 
Lily-Rose answered two ques-
tions posed by the panel of five 
judges. As to why she wanted 
to be a Tulip Ambassador, she 
answered that she wanted to continue to 
bring pride and cheerfulness to the Tu-
lip Festival, believing that Skagit Valley 
grows the most beautiful tulips. “I think 
tulips should grow in every garden in 
America,” she added. 

Every contestant was asked a surprise 
question. Asked what superpower she 
would like to have and why, she picked 
telekinesis, so she could do things her 
parents asked her to do by using her 
mind while lying on the couch.

Lily-Rose Day Is Tulip Ambassador
No couch potato

Naturally poised, confident, and en-
thusiastic, Day loves playing the guitar, 
composing songs, and being outside 
climbing trees. She was astonished at 
being chosen and needed nudging from 
a friend to get her to return to the stage 
when her name was announced.

“This is a great opportunity to rep-
resent Skagit Valley and my communi-
ty,” she told the Tide. Of the 16 sched-
uled events she is expected to attend 
throughout the county and beyond, 
she’s most looking forward to a trip to 
Olympia to meet the governor on April 
4, going to Tulip Town to view some of 
the million-plus tulips blooming in the 
valley, the Tulip Parade in La Conner on 
April 12, and a plane tour of the fields. 

She will also greet visitors at Roozen-
Gaarde, where the Washington Bulb 
Company is the largest tulip-bulb grow-
er in the United States and the largest 
grower of tulips, daffodils, and irises in 
the world.

The Tulip Festival runs from April 1 
to 30. See TulipFestival.org for a sched-

ule of events. Already on the job, Lily-
Rose points out that “the tulips fields 
are open rain or shine and are on Moth-
er Nature’s blooming schedule.” She ad-
vises visitors to bring a “camera, galosh-
es, and bumbershoot.” 

After graciously completing her very 
first press interview, with the Tide, she 
remarked, “I’m thankful to be from 
such a wonderful and supportive com-
munity.” Give her a chance to practice 
her wave the next time you see her. 

Above: Lily-Rose Day practices 
her parade wave. Right: At 16 
months, she got an early start 
in her tulip appreciation.

On Sunday, March 23, islanders 
can enjoy live jazz piano, fine wine, and 
tempting hors d’oeuvres at the Hall—
all in the cause of raising funds for the 
Schoolhouse Park Stage project.

For a suggested donation of $10, at-
tendees can enjoy the piano stylings of 
part-time islander (and Tide manag-
ing editor) Nick Allison, who’s been a 
professional musician for more than 
35 years. In recent years he has been 
heard—solo, accompanying vocalists, 

and in larger bands—at venues in and 
around Seattle including the Sorrento 
Hotel’s Fireside Room, El Gaucho, 
Egan’s Ballard Jam House, and the Bite 
of Seattle, as well as at numerous private 
events.

A no-host bar will feature red and 
white wine selected by islander and wine 
expert (and Stage project co-manager) 
Michael Brown. Culinarily gifted volun-
teers are supplying a variety of tasty fin-
ger foods.

The event runs from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Stop by, and bring several friends! 

Jazz, Wine, and Food: 
What’s Not to Like?

Pianist Nick Allison performs March 23.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)
Bob Easton turns 92 on March 19.
Jessica Lyons turns 15 on March 21.
Rumi Kai Linnemann turns 6 on March 25.
Joost Businger turns 90 on March 29.

By Edith Walden
Islander Andy Leech fully expected 

to follow his father’s footsteps into the 
Episcopal priesthood as he was register-
ing for college at Sewanee: The Univer-
sity of the South, home of an Episco-
pal theological seminary. At the end of 
the hallway of registration tables he en-
countered a choice: on one side, physi-
cal education courses, and on the other 
side, the Air Force ROTC. Never having 
enjoyed gym classes, he chose ROTC. 
And thus his life took an entirely differ-
ent direction. 

He graduated in 1969 with a B.A. 
in English literature and a commission 
as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Air 
Force. He began his 30-year Air Force 
career by spending 4 years as a Minute-
man launch officer in the Strategic Air 

The Many Careers of Air Force Colonel Andy Leech
Director of Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society to Retire April 11

Command at Whiteman Air Force Base 
in Missouri. For the next 26 years he 
served as a signals intelligence officer, 
gathering and analyzing electronic and 
communications intelligence and, as he 
rose in rank, supervising other intelli-
gence officers.

A long career
His assignments led him to Crete, 

where he met 1st Lieutenant Air Force 
nurse Veronica Monahan, who hailed 
from Seattle. Six months later they took 
a brief leave to Seattle to be married. 
The couple returned to their station in 
Crete, where Andy managed to pick up 
an M.A. in public administration from 
the Ball State University’s overseas pro-
gram. A year later, son Roger was born 
in Wiesbaden, Germany. Daughter Me-
gan followed in 1979 when they were 
stationed at Fort Meade, Maryland. 

Leech’s assignments took him to a 
two-year stint serving as staff for the Air 
Force headquarters at the Pentagon. He 
served two times in Berlin, the second 
time as a colonel and commander of 
the 690th  Electronic Security Group at 
Templehof AB, where he was charged 
with dismantling the unit, following the 

fall of the Berlin Wall.
He also served in Korea, Nebraska, 

Texas, and Colorado. He ended his ca-
reer in 1999 as director of the Air Force 
Cryptologic Office at the National Se-
curity Agency (yes, that NSA). “People 
can expect no privacy,” he told the Tide, 
only half joking. In 2009 he was induct-
ed into the Freedom Through Vigilance 
Association’s Hall of Honor in acknowl-
edgment of his major intelligence career 
and contribution.

Retirement number one
In 1980, Andy and Veronica joined 

other members of Veronica’s family in 
purchasing (to them, sight unseen) 22 
acres on the south shore of Guemes  
Island to hold in common. Veronica’s 
sister-in-law, Karon Monahan, came 
from a family (Maggie Carroll) with 
Guemes roots since the 1930s, and the 
Monahans and extended family were 
enamored with the island.

In the summer of 1999, the Leeches 
began building a house on their island 
property, and they moved in full-time 
in 2000. The pull toward the minis-
try returned for Andy. He became ac-
tive in intensive ministry study at Christ 
Episcopal Church in Anacortes, attend-
ing weekly seminars 40 weeks a year for 
four years.

It was a call from Andy’s daughter-
in-law, Amanda, that steered his path 
to “ministry” in a less traditional sense. 
A volunteer herself in the Navy-Marine 
Corps Relief Society (NMCRS), she 
asked, “Dad, why don’t you do some-
thing constructive in your retirement?”

A second career is born
It was a wake-up call. Leech signed 

up as a volunteer caseworker two days 
a week with the NMCRS on Whidbey 
Island, helping active-duty and retired 
Sailors and Marines and their families 
who were in financial difficulties. The 
program includes a financial-counseling 
component to help families learn how 
to budget, plan ahead, and make better 
choices. It was work he loved.

Andy Leech (right) visits with Captain Mark Rich—now a rear admiral—at the Navy- 
Marine Corps Relief Society.

(continued on page 14)
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Two years later, he successfully  
applied for the director position at the 
Everett office of the NMCRS, begin-
ning what would turn out to be a 10-
year career.

In those 10 years, he’s recruited and 
worked with hundreds of volunteers—
from high-school age to those in their 
80s. His office gave more than $4 mil-
lion in grants and no-interest loans  
to 7,400 Sailors, Marines, and eligible  
family members.

He established a visiting-nurse pro-
gram at the Everett office to help a range 
of clients, from expectant mothers to 
geriatric cases. The program additionally 
focuses on the needs of combat-wound-
ed Sailors and Marines, doing case man-
agement for those returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

The Everett NMCRS office has a 
Budget-for-Baby program (volunteers 
knit and crochet scores of baby blankets 
each year) and operates a thrift shop 
that supplies inexpensive clothes and 
household goods for eligible clients.

Founded in 1904, the NMCRS is 
funded through donations from ac-
tive-duty and retired military person-
nel, national and local fundraisers, and 

private donations. To learn more about 
NMCRS or to make donations, see 
nmcrs.org.

Retirement number two
Veronica retired in 2012 after 12 

years as a nurse, working with mothers 
and newborns at Providence Hospital  
in Everett.

Citing a desire to do more with her, 
give up the 80-mile roundtrip com-
mute, and let “someone else have some 
fun” at his job, Leech will leave the 
NMCRS directorship on April 11. Be-
ing “cursed by a sense of responsibility,” 
he jokes, he’s already requested to return 
to the Whidbey Island NMCRS as a 
volunteer.

That will still leave time for a cross-
country trip to meet a new grandson 
in Virginia, cruises—one to Spain and 
Italy, another to Canada and New Eng-
land—to say nothing about more time 
to relax on Guemes. 

After his first retirement, Andy also 
served on the board of the American 
Red Cross, was a county delegate at the 
Republican convention, gave a Veterans 
Day sermon at the Guemes Island Com-
munity Church, and joined St. Mary 
Catholic Church. Who knows what else 
he may find to do this time around? 

ANDY LEECH
(continued from page 13)

          

 

Year ‘Round  
Groundskeeping  

 
Guemes-based 

No job too small 
Free Estimates 

 

 
 

Billy Everett &  
Todd Figenshow 

293-3581 

The Guemes Island Environmental 
Trust is sponsoring a creativity contest 
for young people aged 15 to 20 who 
are residents of Skagit County. The 
deadline for applications is April 15.

Entries must challenge the Skagit 
County Commissioners “to forbid 
climate-destroying coal transport in or 
through” Skagit County. Contestants 
may submit work—essays, poetry, 
music, videos, and/or other creative 
media—as individuals or as a team. 
Three prizes will be awarded: $1,500, 
$1,000, and $500. Contest winners will 
present their work at a public event.

Entry forms and instructions are 
available at gietrust.org. Submissions 
should be sent to Guemes Island 
Environmental Trust, P.O. Box 1634, 
Anacortes, Washington, 98221. For 
more information, contact Juby Fouts 
at 293-2704 or Carol or Howard Pellett 
at 293-8128.

GIET Offers  
Creativity Contest

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

Are You Ready for 

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies

Guemes Island 
Renewable Energy Tours

Renewable Energy?
Consultations 
with Ian Woofenden

Energy Efficient 
Home Strategies

Renewable 
Energy Systems

Personal Assistant
Diane Murray is available for home 

office work (pay bills, filing, reconcile 
checks); errands & shopping including 
Costco; clean closets/garage; charity, 

recycle & dump runs; special projects. 
Mature, reliable and discreet.

Call (360) 588-8893 for consultation.

(ADVERTISEMENT)
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Island Septic Systems in Good Shape

Heavenly Care, Inc.
Adult Family Home

for Seniors

WA State Lic # 752144

• Personal Care 
• Registered Nurse on Staff
• Memory Care
• Medication Administration
• Activities
• Meal Preparation
• Laundry & Cleaning
• Hospice

7055 Holiday Boulevard
(360) 299-8584 

HeavenlyCareInc@hotmail.com
Nick (left) and Staci Steffy, with 
skilled-companion dogs Tina and Ash-
er, pause during a February 18 Soup 
Supper presentation about training 
dogs as companions to help people 
with disabilities. Chris Steffy (son of 
islander Carol Steffy) and daughter 
Kaitlyn also spoke at the presentation.

Companions—and More
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By Sally Stapp-Brigham
Last June, the Skagit County Public 

Health Department sent letters to 600 
Guemes property owners who were re-
quired to have their septic systems in-
spected.

Three months later, the October 
Tide reported that only 94 islanders had 
up-to-date inspections. That was the 
nudge I needed to sign up. 

My first-ever inspection had oc-
curred in 2002, 29 years after my sys-
tem had been installed. I have taken the 
county’s Septics 101, a free class that is 
available online and is scheduled fre-
quently at locations throughout the 
county (see the Environmental Health 
web page at skagitcounty.net). 

Completing the class qualifies you 
for a onetime $100 rebate on a septic-
system inspection and/or a $100 re-
bate on the installation of risers, which 
makes subsequent inspections much eas-
ier—no digging.

In 2009, I participated in a Septics 
201 class on Guemes led by Adam 
Mimnaugh, a certified on-site sewage-
system installer and inspector. I volun-

teered my system to be one of the three 
systems the class inspected (for free). 

Even though by completing the class 
I was qualified to inspect my own sys-
tem, I lack the acrylic-glass inspection 
tube and am out of practice. So I called 
Adam to be put on his long list. My sys-
tem passed.

“Very good compliance”
I wondered how many other island-

ers complied with the county’s request. 
On January 15, I asked Skagit County 
Environmental Health Specialist David 
English. He prefaced his report with 
“we’ve had very good compliance with 
our recent Guemes mailings.” Here is a 
summary of his report:

• 548 septic-system inspections were 
completed.  

• 33 property owners did not respond.
• 19 systems needed some form of  

repair or corrections, such as broken 
baffles or lids, cracked distribution 
boxes, clogged filters, or root intrusion 
around the septic-tank access or distri-
bution boxes.

• 0 failures were encountered—“a 
pleasant surprise.” 

• 23 people took Septics 101 and re-
quested $100 rebates for an inspection 
and/or the installation of risers.

• 42 properties were placed on the ex-
tension list.  

Extensions were granted to those 
whose certified inspector had them 
scheduled at a later date; those with sea-
sonal homes, who will comply when 
they’re here; and those who had taken 
Septics 201 but had yet to inspect their 
own systems. If you have a permitted 
conventional-gravity, pump-to-gravity, 
or conventional pressure system, and 
your property is not immediately adja-
cent to the shoreline, you might be eli-
gible to inspect your own system. You 
must take Septics 101 and Septics 201 
to become eligible.

Deadline has passed
January 27 was the final deadline for 

those 33 property owners who hadn’t re-
sponded. After that, fines of $75 per day 
can start accruing.

According to English, a number 
of islanders mistakenly thought they 
did not need to comply with inspec-
tion guidelines. Skagit County reviews 
and issues permits for incinerating toi-
lets, gray-water systems, conventional 
and alternative septic systems, pit priv-
ies, mounds, and aerobic treatment sys-
tems. “People are not allowed to install 
septic systems without proper permit-
ting through our jurisdiction,” English 
emphasized. All systems require regular 
inspections.

Homeowners in Skagit County who 
have conventional gravity septic systems 
need to have their systems inspected ev-
ery 36 months or less. Those who have 
septic systems with pumps (not con-
ventional gravity systems) need to have 
their systems inspected every 12 months 
or less.

Next time around (2016 for conven-
tional gravity systems), perhaps those of 
us who have taken the Septics 201 class 
could combine efforts to make or buy 
the inspection tube and help each other 
remember the steps of inspecting our 
own septic systems. 

Interested in this idea? Contact me 
at stappbrigham@earthlink.net or (425) 
501-1435.

Well done, Guemes Islanders! 
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As we celebrate the 100th birthday 
of the Hall, a.k.a. the Community Cen-
ter, let’s not forget that it also served as 
the island kindergarten in the 1950s. 
Teachers included Helen Vonnegut and 
Glenys Daniels. Steve Orsini remem-
bers well. It was his first experience as 

a troublemaker—chastised for dipping 
graham crackers in his milk! 

•
That was one of several anecdotes he 

related for a Historical Society meeting 
last year. Another I found fascinating to 
imagine was his description of promi-
nent summer resident Carl Weyerhaeus-
er rowing out beyond the North Beach 
tideflats to drop off his garbage, a not 
uncommon tradition in those days. But 
Carl raised the chore to another level of 
dignity—dressed in his omnipresent suit 
and tie.

•
As we look forward to income-tax 

time, let us recall the story told by the 
late Ed Rombeek. Ed was working, ag-
gressively, on his return—hard enough 
that there was a zephyr of guilt in the 
air. Unaccountably, at a critical mo-
ment, the overhead lamp started sway-

ing. Turned out to be a minor earth-
quake. But Ed took it as a sign, sending 
him back to his computations and com-
pletely relieving his conscience.

•
John Ehrlichman, who died 15 years 

ago, is remembered as a chief advisor 
to President Richard Nixon during the 
Watergate scandal (for which Ehrlich-
man spent a couple of years in prison). 
It doesn’t show up in Wikipedia, but he 
is remembered on Guemes for a more 
commendatory role in the 1960s: as a 
young Seattle environmental-issues law-
yer who led the successful legal battle to 
stop the construction of an aluminum 
plant on the island’s South Shore. 

•
That dead PC in the basement is 

gone—gone to PC heaven in Vancou-
ver, Washington, thanks to the Ana-
cortes Kiwanis Aktion Club. No charge, 
and what a pleasure to be greeted and 
assisted by these developmentally chal-
lenged kids. Aktion is open the second 
Saturday of the month (March 8th) at 
the Port of Anacortes Web Locker, Sea-
farers Way and Q Avenue from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. For a small fee they will also 
take printers, keyboards, and mice. The 
recycling process is an “environmentally 
sound” State of Washington program. 

•
I’ll close with an excerpt from a  

classic column Dix Baker wrote for  
the Evening Star back in 1999.

“Ever notice that some words be-
come obtrusive in your later years? 
Words like ‘varicose,’ ‘cellulite,’ ‘flaccid,’ 
‘enema,’ and any word with ‘cardio’ in 
front of it. ‘Irregular,’ ‘malignant,’ ‘flac-
cid.’ Yes, I know I said ‘flaccid’ before, 
but I really hate that word.

“Then there are some words you like 
to hear, such as ‘regular,’ ‘firm stool,’ 
‘benign,’ ‘cocktails,’ ‘the kids can’t make 
it this weekend.’ ‘Those people are mov-
ing.’ ‘Blood work is great.’ 

“Then you hear ‘I love you,’ and ev-
erything is all right.” 

Steve Orsini may have been a chronic dip-
per in kindergarten, but some people think 
he turned out all right, considering.
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The Guemes Island Community 
Church will celebrate its 100th anniver-
sary with an Open House on September 
14. They are seeking volunteers and do-
nations for the following projects:

• The Community Labyrinth is  
under construction. The project will 
need some simple rustic benches, wood 
signs, shade-tolerant plants, and about 
four hours of donated backhoe work. 
Contact Lynn Prewitt at 588-8320 or  
ldap@theredfarmhouse.com.

• The history committee needs ar-
ticles, photos, pictures, and artifacts re-
lating to the Church’s history that may 
be in your family collections. Copies 
or loans are acceptable. Contact Bob 
Prescott at 588-8206.

• The historical-worship and open-
house committees are looking for island 
thespians who would like to reenact his-
torical characters for the Open House. 
Contact Julie Pingree at 293-2269.

• For further suggestions or donations 
for the anniversary celebration, con-
tact Bob Anderson at earthspiritcircle@
earthlink.net or 293-3770. 

Church Seeks  
Volunteers

A tour of Guemes circa 1914 will 
be presented at the March meeting of 
the Guemes Island Historical Society. 

Member Win Anderson will lead 
the program, which will be based 
on the publication of a rare compre-
hensive analysis of the island and its 
inhabitants printed in the Anacortes 
American in the spring of that year.

The island reached a milestone in 
many ways 100 years ago, as residents 
built the Community Center, formally 
established a church, and watched 
as Europe went to war with ominous 
signs of our possible involvement. 

The program starts at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 10, at the Church. The 
doors will be open at 7 p.m. for infor-
mal business and work on the files. 

Persons interested in the adven-
ture of “preserving the story” of 
Guemes Island can get more infor-
mation at that time.

Traveling Back  
100 Years
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Karen Everett 

(360) 202-7373 
GuemesIslandExpert.com  

Urgent Guemes Real Estate Update 
In the last year, 14 homes sold on Guemes—ranging from $200k to 

$720k, but the current inventory of homes is very low.  

SELLERS: The time to list is now! Capture the demand for homes on 

Guemes before interest rates rise and buyers dry up.  

Call me for a free market analysis. 
 
 

Recent recipient of the 2013 Gold Award of Excellence  
from the North Puget Sound Association of Realtors 

Choose a top-ranking agent 
who lives on Guemes Island 

and knows it well! 

WSU Skagit County Beach Watch-
ers, an organization that trains volun-
teers to become stewards of the region’s 
beaches, announced that application to 
the program can now be made online.

Since 2005, when the WSU Beach 
Watchers program expanded into Skagit 
County, the program has created a force 

of more than 90 beach watchers here. 
Potential volunteers are chosen 

through an application and interview 
process. Accepted volunteers then re-
ceive 100 hours of training from experts 
in marine life, environmental processes, 
geology, and other germane topics. 

The application deadline is March 
3 for the spring training course, which 
runs from April 2 through May 14. A 
fall course will be offered in September. 
There is a $100 fee to offset course ma-
terials and facility expenses.

To apply for the program online,  
visit beachwatchers.wsu.edu/skagit. For 
a paper application form, or for more 
information, contact Catherine Buchal-
ski at 428-4270, ext. 223. 

Apply Online to Be a 
Beach Watcher

Islanders braved frigid weather to clear a permanent site for a labyrinth between 
the Church and the Community Center. From left are Zoanne Hyland, Bob  
Anderson, Lynn Prewitt, Linda Donato, Connie Snell, and Norm Prewitt.

Banjo Eddie and the One Too Many 
band will play on Saturday, March 1, 
from 5 to 8 p.m. at Anderson’s Gen-
eral Store. The island bluegrass/coun-
try band consists of Dan Burnett (fiddle 
and guitar), Andy Gladish (slide guitar), 
Susie Gwost (fiddle), Michael McGuin-
ness (mandolin), Jack Sparrow (lead 

One Too Many Performs on Island

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting, 

March 10, 2014,  
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  

Public welcome.

guitar), Adam Veal (rhythm guitar and 
bass), and Angie Veal (vocals).

Banjo Eddie and Michael McGuin-
ness have been playing together for 
more than 20 years. The others have 
been together, in various configurations, 
for about 8 to 9 years, according to 
band member Adam Veal. 

Clearing the Way for a Labyrinth

Beach watchers get 100 hours of training in 
stewardship of Northwest beaches.
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On February 20, longtime islanders Marv and Alice Shoultz celebrated 64 years 
of marriage.

They met in 1948 at a dance at the Eagles’ Hall in Anacortes, and were engaged 
on October 30 of that year. They were married in 1950 by a justice of the peace in 
Seattle and then dined out at Ivar’s.

Their daughter, Carol Deach, reports that they celebrated the anniversary with 
a dinner out at Appleby’s, where employees sang to them and told them they were 
the longest-married couple ever to come in the restaurant.

Marv and Alice Shoultz Celebrate 64 Years

Marv (left) and Alice pose at Bowman Bay on the day of their engagement in 1948.

The Guemes Island Property Own-
ers Association has published the 2014 
issue of the Guemes Guide. The free bro-
chure provides lots of island-specific in-
formation that’s especially helpful for 
newcomers and visitors—but it offers 
good reminders for those who have been 
around a while, too.

The Guide lists emergency numbers 
and services, community organizations 

New Guemes Guide Is in Print
and interest groups, utility information, 
and a schedule of annual island events. 
In addition, you’ll find a list of guide-
lines, regulations, and practices for re-
sponsible island living, plus one of the 
most complete maps available of the is-
land. It lists roads, landmarks, and bod-
ies of water. 

The Guide is available at the Guemes 
Island Library. 

The Guemes Island Library initi-
ated an electronic catalog in October 
2012. The new system allows patrons to 
search for items online and reserve them 
at guemesislandlibrary.com. It also al-
lows Library staff to track items that are 
loaned out—and more than a hundred 
items are overdue.

The Library is funded by donations 
and fundraisers, and is staffed by volun-
teers. In addition to material donated 
to the Library, new books are purchased 
regularly for island book clubs and 
by request. The Library does not have 
funds to replace missing material.

At the February meeting of the Li-
brary Board, a new policy was adopt-
ed. The board asks you to please return 
overdue items (there are no fines for 
overdue items), replace them, or make a 
donation to replace them. Patrons who 
have three or more items that are 90 
days overdue risk losing their borrow-
ing privileges. You may contact the Li-
brary at staff@guemesislandlibrary.com 
or 293-9052.

Library cards are free for island resi-
dents. The Library is open Monday and 
Wednesday 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. 
and Friday and Saturday 2 to 4 p.m. 

Library Asks  
For Returns
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•  in memoriam •

Irene Mae Lloyd died peaceful-
ly on February 4 at Mira Vista Care 
Center in Mount Vernon, Washing-
ton. She was 90 years old.

Irene was born in Tacoma on Au-
gust 13, 1923. As a child, she moved 
with her mother to Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, where Irene was a dancer and 
a member of the original Mickey 
Mouse Club.

Later in her childhood, Irene and 
her mother moved to Seattle, where 

she attended Broadway and Franklin high schools, graduating in 1940.
During World War II, Irene worked at the Boeing Airplane Company, first in 

assembly as a rivet bucker and riveter (“Rosie the Riveter”) and later as a secretary 
in final assembly.

Irene married Patrick W. Lloyd in 1945 and moved with him to his home in 
Ketchikan, Alaska, where they raised their three children, Frank, Farrel, and Jody.

Irene joined the Emblem Club, became an officer, and was president in 1959–
1960. In 1961, Irene accepted employment in the local office of the Employment 
Security Division of the Alaska Department of Labor, where she worked for the 
next 18 years.

In 1980, Irene and Pat retired, left Alaska, and moved to Guemes Island, where 
she excelled at gardening, her favorite hobby. She was also a dedicated bird-watcher 
and is credited with spotting the first identified pair of gadwall ducks on Guemes 
during the 1996 North American Migration Count.

Irene and Pat celebrated their golden anniversary in 1995 with a trip to Disney- 
land. They lived on the island until the summer of 2007, when they moved to 
Chandler’s Square Retirement Community in Anacortes.

Irene and Pat’s children blessed them with four grandchildren: Chrissy Lloyd of 
Brooklyn, New York; Adam and Gavin Berkey of Juneau, Alaska; and Beth Ketah 
of Spokane.

Irene was preceded in death by her husband of 66 years, Patrick, and grandson 
Travis Heath Berkey.

Irene Lloyd

**LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS ** 
BURLINGTON 
1-888-557-6778                                                      WHIDBEY ISLAND 

GUEMES ISLAND  
FRIDAY HARBOR 

EAST SOUND 
LYNDEN 

 
 
 
 
1-360-707-5550                                                                            Ask about our  
www.vanderyachtpropane.com                          BUDGET PAYMENT plans 

If you’re interested in learning more 
about composting and recycling, and 
in sharing that knowledge with your 
community, you can take free trainings 
from Skagit County to become a 
“master composter/recycler.”

The trainings will be held on eight 
Thursdays—March 6 through April 
24—from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at the Padilla 
Bay Interpretive Center in Bayview. The 
sessions will cover backyard composting, 
vermicomposting, green cleaning, 
recycling, and other topics.

Graduates of the program are 
asked to provide 40 hours of related 
service to the community in the 
coming year, which might include 
hosting workshops, operating compost 
demonstration sites, working tables at 
community events, and the like.

Space in the trainings is limited, and 
you must preregister. You can download 
an application at skagitcounty.net/
recycle. For more information, call 
Callie Martin at 424-7817 ext. 208, or 
email calliem@co.skagit.wa.us. 

Become a 
Master of 

Sustainability

By Nick Allison
In the election held February 11, 

the two school levies on the ballot 
passed by sizable margins, both on 
Guemes and in the Anacortes School 
District as a whole.

Proposition 1, focused on main-
tenance and operations, passed with 
74.54 percent “yes” votes district-wide; 
here on Guemes, the “yes” votes were 
a slightly lower 72.84 percent of the 
total.

Proposition 2, to fund a variety of 
instructional-technology needs, passed 
overall with a 73.03 percent “yes” vote. 
On the island, it garnered a nearly iden-
tical 73.33 percent support.

Turnout for the election was fairly 
low overall: 41.11 percent of registered 
voters across the district, and a much 
more respectable 50.08 percent on 
Guemes.

School Levies  
Pass Easily
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Five Years Ago
After a $600,000 price 

slash, the campaign to Save 
the Mountain gains renewed 
momentum as the conserva-
tion organizations managing 
the drive express confidence 
the revised price can be met 
by end of the year. 

A clash of interests and 
lack of state funds leaves 
long-delayed repairs/reloca-
tion of South Shore Road fac-
ing a “mountainous hurdle” 
as the road continues to erode 
into Guemes Channel at five 
locations.

The “wild ideas” of Guemes black-
smith Andy Gladish are explored in a 
feature. 

—The Evening Star, March 2009

Ten Years Ago
The Guemes Island Ferry Commit-

tee takes a giant leap toward cementing 
its status with Skagit County by passing 
a bylaw change opening elections to all 
Guemes Island precinct registered vot-
ers. Previous elections were by show of 
hands on election night. Ironically, the 
amendment passed by a show of hands 
160 to 10. 

—The Evening Star, March 2004

Fifteen Years Ago
The ferry M/V Guemes, skippered by 

Captain Gary Casperson, plays the role 
of rescue vessel, saving a hypothermic 
and nearly unconscious kayaker whose 
craft had capsized during a severe wind-
storm in Bellingham Channel. 

—The Evening Star, March 1999

Fifty Years Ago
Sculpture and drawings by Philip 

McCracken, Washington State’s first 
“Artist of the Year,” are to be featured 
in a one-man show at the State Capitol 
March 8 through April 5.

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Weigel spent the 

weekend in Seattle celebrat-
ing their 50th wedding anni-
versary.

—Anacortes American, 
March 19, 1964

One Hundred Years Ago
“The new Guemes com-

munity hall, built by the 
Guemes Social Club, was 
dedicated last Friday with  
appropriate exercises, which 
were attended by about 150 
residents.” (See story, page 1.)

An extensive feature de-
scribes most island farms 
and businesses. Headline: 
“Guemes Island Famed for 
Fertile Soil and Scenery.” 

Mention is made of “the island gro-
cery conducted by Mrs. J. W. Goodwin 
where one will find a general line of gro-
ceries, feed and merchandise.”

—Anacortes American, 
 March 5 and 19, 1914 

One Hundred and Thirty-Two  
Years Ago

“The Edens brothers have put into 
water over $2,000 [about $24,000 to-
day] worth of piles this spring, logging 
on the claim owned by them on the 
northwest side of Guemes.”

—Northwest Enterprise,  
March 25, 1882

The Edens family logging operation, headed by John Edens at Sea-
way Hollow, was the island’s first industrial enterprise. This cabin, 
believed to have been the blacksmith shop, is one of the oldest sur-
viving structures on the island. The image may date to circa 1960s.
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