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Four Young Islanders Prepare for Marine Careers
By Edith Walden
Upon entering the spacious and
beautifully designed lobby of the Marine Technology Center in Anacortes, I
was struck immediately by the number
of Guemes connections.
A large oil painting in bold, waterlike green by island artist Max Benjamin—a tribute to late islander and former Skagit Valley College trustee Mary
Ann Funk—hung behind the reception
desk. Just off the lobby rests a large pig,
intricately sculpted with metal pieces
into a whimsical, industrial pose. The
artful pig, created by Philip Glashoff,
was donated by islander Wallie Funk
(husband of Mary Ann). Funk has
raised at least $90,000 in scholarship
funds for the Technology Center.
In addition, four young island
men, Guemes native sons, are currently spending many hours a week here,
enrolled either in the high-school marine technology program as part of the
Northwest Career & Technology Academy, or in Skagit Valley College’s Marine Maintenance Technology program.
Each one has been interested in boats
and water activities as long as he can remember and credits the marine environment of Guemes as being influential to
his interest in the marine industry. Each
also credits his interest to the maritime
career of his father.

Alex Bosch, a high-school senior,
and Sam Stamper, a junior, spend two
and a half hours every day of the school
week in the expansive, high-ceilinged
workrooms and project areas, surround-

Above: Matt Mardesich (left) and Eugene Gwost work on
an inverter/charger, which converts electricity between DC
and AC. Below: Sam Stamper (left) and Alex Bosch repair a
vintage Gamefisher outboard motor.
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High-school marine technology
with college credit

ed by tools and equipment that will enable
them to study electronics,
system components, composites, mechanics and
engines, woodworking,
navigation, and machining. Along the way they
earn high-school science,
math, and occupationaleducation credits and
can earn up to 15 college
credits that can be applied
to a one-year certificate or
two-year degree program
in a marine maintenance
technology program.
Alex loves the different environment at the
Center and enjoys having
the school day split
up (he is at the marine
center from 11:25 a.m.
to 1:55 p.m. each day).
“I go there ready to
learn,” he explains enthusiastically. He and Sam are
currently working on repairing a vintage Gamefisher 7½-horsepower
outboard motor.
Alex has definite designs on a maritime career. He would like to get
his captain’s license and
hopes to attend the Seattle Maritime Academy or
the California Maritime
Academy after graduating
from high school.
Sam can remember
(continued on page 10)
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Letters
Caring help on a stormy night

May we please extend a heartfelt
thank-you to the Guemes Island
Fire Department, the Guemes Island ferry crew, and the Strait Arrow
crew for their response to our call for
emergency assistance. Our Granny was
very ill in the middle of the darkest,
stormiest night we had had thus far.
The Fire Department was extremely
quick to respond and provided the appropriate supportive care. The captain
of the Strait Arrow maneuvered windy

Guemes Channel with great skill. The
Guemes Island ferry crew braved the
elements and helped to make a very
difficult passage.
It is comforting to know that
our emergency response system
was in full effect during the ferry
outage—during all hours of the day
and night and in all weather conditions.
We are appreciative of the outstanding care our Granny received.
—The family of Jacqueline Bohn

dawn ashbach

When Life Hands You Apples (and Cabbage) . . .

From left, Bud Ashbach, Jack Fees, Al Bush Sr., Gary Davis, and Bob Stickrod take
a break from their efforts at making apple cider and sauerkraut. The crew has
bottled 228 gallons of cider and 90 gallons of sauerkraut this fall. Bud bought his
first cider press in 1978 and has been making kraut since 1970.

Don’t Miss That Free Issue
This is our final reminder that if you start or renew a subscription to the Tide
via our website (guemestide.org) by December 31, we’ll throw in one free issue. Because we publish 10 times a year, that means you’ll get 11 issues for the price of 10.
Such a deal!
A subscription to the Tide makes a nice holiday gift, too.

Correction: Transposed Digits Cause Trouble
Neighborly relations were briefly disturbed, the Tide has learned, due to a typo
in our October issue. In the article on hunting on page 7, we listed the modern firearm season for October as October 11–13. The correct dates are October 11–31.
When a deer was shot in Holiday Hideaway in late October, a neighbor accused
the hunters of poaching out of season, having checked the dates in the October
Tide. When the hunters claimed innocence, the neighbor checked the September
Tide (where we had it right), and discovered the error.
We regret our mistake and are glad to know that peaceable relations have been
restored between the neighbors.
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The Monthlong Ferry Outage: A Wrap-Up
By Tom Murphy and
Edith Walden
Most operations during
the ferry outage from September 24 to October 25
went smoothly, thanks to
the excellent service of the
Guemes ferry crew and the
personnel of Arrow Launch
Service, all of whom were attentive and generous with
their help boarding foot passengers, their pets, and their
often-cumbersome loads.
Ferry Operations Division
The M/V Guemes returns to service on October 25.
Manager Rachel Rowe deserves credit for exceptional planning,
The original bid, awarded to Foss Marimanagement, and communication durtime, was for $366,657. An amending the four weeks.
ed contract was issued for the addiBut despite best-laid plans, things
tional amount of $153,570, of which
don’t always go as foreseen. On Octo$106,906 was for the replacement of the
ber 6, Rowe announced that ultrasonic
pipes, Rowe reports. More than 250 feet
tests indicated that most of the original
of piping was replaced. The final invoice
piping for the fire system and for seawa- from Foss was $512,417.
ter suction had wastage (deterioration)
In addition, expenses for Arrow
exceeding the Coast Guard’s maximum
Launch Service for passenger transallowable amount. The Coast Guard
port and barge service amounted to
mandated that all the piping be replaced $103,740. Approximately $4,000
before the vessel could go back into ser- was spent to place an excavator in the
vice. The required replacement and adGuemes parking lot to clear the ramp
ditional change orders extended the
should it be needed, and it was.
haulout another 10 days past the origiThe total cost of the haulout was
nally scheduled return to service on
approximately $620,000.
October 15.

Expensive maintenance

Repair and maintenance on a
35-year-old ferry can be expensive.

Long outage coming in 2015

In addition to requiring the replacement of the fire and seawater-suction
piping, the Coast Guard has mandated

the replacement of a bilge
strike plate on the hull of
the M/V Guemes. The Skagit
County Public Works Department requested a waiver
from immediate replacement.
The Coast Guard extended
the timeline for replacing
the plate until September
29, 2015.
The structural bilge plate
is located on the hull where
the bottom curves to meet
the vertical sides. There are
several bilge plates on the
hull; this one intersects with
the keel. It is approximately 28 feet long
and 6 feet high. The replacement must
occur in dry dock.
Along with other maintenance operations planned for next year’s haulout—
including the replacement of both main
engines, installation of new engine
foundations, the replacement of bilgesystem piping and all piping above deck,
the removal and replacement of one
outdrive, hull sandblasting, and complete repainting—Rowe estimates that
“next year’s haulout could easily be 31
days again.”

Few emergency medical runs,
sheriff dispatches

Paramedics were transported to the
island only three times during the outage—all of them in the final 10 days.
On October 18, paramedics responded
(continued on page 7)
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Island Gets Two New Firefighters

Holly Rainwater and Jim LeMieux have joined the fire department.

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Fire Department
(GIFD) recently welcomed two new but
experienced volunteer firefighters to its
ranks.
Jim LeMieux was formerly a member of GIFD for two years. He also has
10 years of experience as a firefighter
with the US Forest Service in the
Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National
Forest, in North Bend, and in Newport,
Washington. He performed EMT duties
for 10 years as a ski patrol member in
the Mount Baker, Stevens Pass, and
Park City ski areas.
Jim and his wife, Lu, first came to
Guemes in 1995, following some contracting jobs he had completed here. A
desire to help people within a good organization was his inspiration to return
to firefighting duties.
Holly Rainwater and her husband,
Gary, have been coming to Guemes
since they were teenagers. They have

owned their property on Cypress Way,
where they are building a house, for
about nine years. Now living full-time
on Guemes, Holly still commutes daily
to Mountlake Terrace, where she is the
environmental health and safety program manager for Premera Blue Cross.
She is also a certified CPR instructor
with the American Safety & Health
Institute.
Holly was a volunteer firefighter and
EMT for three and a half years with
District 10 in Issaquah. That experience
“made me who I am,” she told the Tide.
Longing to be “back on the truck” and
to renew her EMT credentials, she decided to join up. A little persuasion by
her neighbors the Francises (Gerry is
fire chief and Lorraine is the department’s public information officer)
might also have been inducive.
GIFD and islanders are lucky to
have two new members with such credentials and experience.

Tips for Winter
Fire Prevention
By Edith Walden
Many island woodstoves and
fireplaces returned to use during the
cold snap in the first weeks of November. It’s a good time to remember
some basic safety practices—half of all
home heating fires occur December
through February. Heating equipment
is involved in one of every six reported
home fires.
The U.S. Fire Administration (USFA)
recommends that chimneys and woodstoves be inspected and cleaned annually by a certified chimney specialist.
Other stove manufacturers recommend cleaning after you’ve burned
two to three cords of wood.
If you want to clean your own
chimney, chimney brushes can be borrowed for free at Anderson’s General
Store.
The USFA also recommends:
••Do not use flammable liquids to
start a fire.
••Use only seasoned wood. Green
wood accelerates creosote buildup.
••Build small, hot fires that burn
completely and produce less smoke.
••Never burn paper, cardboard,
trash, or debris in your fireplace or
woodstove.
••Store cooled ashes in a tightly
covered metal container at least 10
feet from any building.
••Keep anything that can burn at
least three feet from any heat source
(this includes space heaters).
••Never burn charcoal indoors.
Charcoal can give off lethal amounts of
carbon monoxide.
••Keep a glass or metal screen in
front of the fireplace opening.
••Never close the damper with
hot ashes in your fireplace.
••If using synthetic logs, never
break one apart to quicken the fire or
use more than one at a time.
••Be sure every level of your home
has a working smoke and carbon monoxide alarm.
The Guemes Island Fire Department has winter safety pamphlets with
more extensive information available
at the Library and the Fire Hall.
Other information is available at
usfa.fema.gov.
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November Election Results: How Guemes Voted
By Nick Allison
For the general election held on
November 4, turnout in the Guemes
precinct was 70.63 percent of registered
voters—as usual, besting the overall
county number, which was 60.57 percent.
Below are the results for the Guemes
precinct. An asterisk indicates the overall winner in each race.
State Initiative 1351 (K-12 education)
*Yes: 224 (56%)
No: 176 (44%)
State Initiative 591 (handguns)
Yes: 118 (29.43%)
*No: 283 (70.57%)
State Initiative 594 (background
checks for gun sales)
*Yes: 289 (70.49%)
No: 121 (29.51%)
Advisory Vote No. 8 (marijuana
excise tax)

Repeal: 128 (36.57%)
*Maintain: 222 (63.43%)
Advisory Vote No. 9 (excise tax
on tribal property)
Repeal: 125 (39.43%)
*Maintain: 192 (60.57%)
Congressional District 2,
U.S. Representative
*Rick Larsen: 276 (70.77%)
B. J. Guillot: 114 (29.23%)
Legislative District 40,
State Rep. Position 1
*Kristine Lytton: 291 (73.86%)
Daniel R. Miller: 103 (26.14%)
Legislative District 40,
State Rep. Position 2
Jeff Morris: 301 (100%)
Skagit County Assessor
*Dave Thomas: 156 (40.1%)
Tom L. Pasma: 233 (59.9%)
Skagit County Auditor
*Jeanne Youngquist : 300 (76.34%)
Cheryl D. Mitchell: 93 (23.66%)

courtesy carol harma

Smiles and Service in Jamaica

Skagit County Clerk
Mavis Betz: 267 (100%)
Skagit County Commissioner #3
*Lisa Janicki: 287 (73.4%)
Kevin Loy: 104 (26.6%)
Skagit County Coroner
Babetta Spinelli: 163 (56.4%)
*Daniel Dempsey: 126 (43.6%)
Skagit County Prosecuting Attorney
Richard A. Weyrich: 277 (100%)
Skagit County Sheriff
Will Reichardt: 281 (100%)
Skagit County Treasurer
*Katie Jungquist: 206 (54.21%)
Bradley Whaley: 174 (45.79%)
Skagit County District Court
Judge Position 1
Warren M. Gilbert: 220 (100%)
Skagit County District Court
Judge Position 2
David A. Svaren: 216 (100%)
Supreme Court Justice Position 1
Mary Yu: 253 (100%)
Supreme Court Justice Position 3
Mary E. Fairhurst: 246 (100%)
Supreme Court Justice Position 4
Eddie Yoon: 93 (30.69%)
*Charles W. Johnson: 210 (69.31%)
Supreme Court Justice Position 7
*Debra L. Stephens: 246 (80.66%)
John (Zamboni) Scannell:
59 (19.34%)
PUD Commissioner District 1,
Position 1
*Al Littlefield: 175 (57.95%)
Jason Easton: 127 (42.05%)

Are You Ready for
Renewable Energy?

Consultations
with Ian Woofenden

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies
Renewable
Energy Systems
Energy Efficient
Home Strategies

Carol Deach (left) and Carol Harma volunteered in an educational and literacy
program with the SuperKids Project in Jamaica this fall. This was Harma’s second
stint with the program (see article in the February 2013 Tide).

Guemes Island
Renewable Energy Tours

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520
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Local Artists Hold Open House

edith walden

The annual Holiday Studio Sale at Tower Arts Studio will be Saturday, December 6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 5424 South Shore Drive.
Penny Berk will have her wildly creative and colorful felted scarves and hats on
display. Penny takes fiber such as Merino wool, silk, and bamboo and combines
it with olive oil soap and “lots and lots of muscle.” The result is a unique wearable
work of art, each one individually numbered.
Donna Davis will be selling her goat-milk soaps, handmade with milk from
her own goats. Donna uses sustainably harvested emollients and combines other
healthy oils and ingredients to produce face soaps, shampoo bars, and other
specialty bars.
Clarity Miller of Friends of Socktopus will be showing her brightly colored,
whimsical, handmade stuffed animals, ornaments, and nursery décor. Choose
among the charming and eco-friendly owls, octopi, elephants, foxes, sock monkeys,
dolls, bunnies, kitties, and sea horses for
the young ones in your life.
Sue Roberts will offer her handmade
Tickled Pink chocolates and caramels, as
well as her quirky handmade, functional
ceramics for sale—plates, cups, mugs,
bowls, and so on. Recently, she has been
working with Glen Veal at Anacortes
Brass Works to produce characteristically playful metal belt buckles and jewelry
that she will also show at the sale.
Cathy Schoenberg will have calendars, cards, and paintings available. In the
midst of Northwest dreariness, her exotic
splashes of color and imaginative images
can lighten moods and hearts—great gifts
for winter. For more about Cathy, see
page 14 in the November Tide.

Gathering Lunches
Take a Holiday Break
The popular Gathering lunch program will take a holiday break. The last
lunch will be served on December 11,
and the program resumes on January 8.
Lunches are served on Thursdays
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. at the
Guemes Island Community Church.
A $4.00 donation is suggested. Free
blood-pressure checks are available
from 11:15 to noon.
On December 4, chili and cornbread will be served. On December 11,
the main course will be barbecue beef
brisket.
In January, Guemes Connects,
the sponsors of the Gathering, will
welcome new cooks Holly Green and
Julie deRouche to the rotating lineup
of cooks. Continuing to produce the
healthy meals will be Kim Bone, Judy
Fees, Lorraine Francis, Dyvon Havens,
Gail Messett, Gail Nicolls, and Anne
Passarelli.
Main courses for January are: January 8, spaghetti cheese bake; January
15, hot smoked turkey sandwich; January 22, Tuscan chicken; and January
29, Italian macaroni and cheese.
Lunches are also available on
request for shut-ins. Contact Lorraine
Francis at 203-8364 or 540-0920.

Community Holiday Dinner on December 13

Clarity Miller’s plush toys and ornaments
will be available at the Holiday Studio Sale
on December 6.

•Save the Date•
Editors’ note: This section lists island
events we think readers might want
to know about more than a month in
advance.
••The Ferry Committee’s annual
and quarterly meeting will be held on
February 8, 2015. Nominations will be
accepted for two expiring positions on
the committee.

It’s that time of year again—time to celebrate the holiday season with friends
and neighbors at the annual Community Holiday Dinner, sponsored by numerous
island organizations. The festive dinner is on Saturday, December 13, at the Community Center. Bring a salad or dessert to contribute.
The festivities begin at 4 p.m. with children’s activities at the Guemes Island
Community Church. Kathy Finks, Carol Steffy, Carol Deach, and Dyvon Havens
will read stories and help children do art projects and decorate cookies. The dinner
begins at 5 p.m. at the Hall and finishes at 5:45, when Santa arrives to visit with
children and distribute gifts.
The main meal of roast turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, and gravy will be provided by the Guemes Island Community Church. CERT and the Guemes Island
Library will provide coffee, tea, and juice.
If you would like to volunteer to help with the dinner, please contact Yadi
Young at 293-9271. She is especially in need of volunteers to help scrape plates
and load the dishwashers following the event.

The Guemes Tide December 2014 - January 2015

FERRY HAULOUT

(continued from page 3)
to the island to attend to two occupants
involved in a single-vehicle rollover accident. On October 19, paramedics responded, along with sheriff’s deputies
and the coroner, to the scene where the
body of a man, who appeared to have
died of natural causes a few days earlier,
had been discovered.
On October 22, the ferry was called
out at 3:02 a.m. to transport paramedics
to the island. Jacqueline Bohn told the
Tide how impressed she was with both
the Guemes Island Fire Department
EMTs and the Anacortes paramedics
when she needed to be transported off
island during a suspected heart attack.
In the middle of the stormy night, with
wind speeds about 17 mph and gusts to
30, ferry crew members Carol Egre and
Diane Meyer, along with the captain of
the Strait Arrow, heroically and safely
transported Bohn to Anacortes. Jackie
described the conditions of her on-deck
trip across the channel, covered by a
tarp: “The rain was blowing sideways,
the boat rocking and rolling, and waves
splashing.” (Bohn is now recuperating
in Anacortes from an embolism. See

letter on page 2.)
Sheriff’s deputies also came to the
island to respond to the rollover vehicle accident and a vehicle prowl during
the outage. Deputies responded to eight
other reported incidents by phone.

Communication improves

Rowe told the Tide that she was
surprised to receive “fewer phone calls,
emails, and questions from our ridership than in years past regarding the
haulout.” She attributes this to many
more people having signed up to receive
email notifications and reading the Ferry
Matters newsletter and other communications posted on the ferry website
(skagitcounty.net/ferry) and on LineTime (linetime.org).
“One of my top priorities over the
last few years has been to improve communication between the islanders and
Public Works, especially during outages, planned or otherwise,” she noted. “Thank you to everyone who signed
up to receive email notifications.”
If you haven’t signed up, you can do
so by visiting the ferry website and selecting “Join the List” a little way down
in the right column on the page.

The Blessings of Weather
By Tom Murphy
During the planned haulout of the M/V Guemes from September 24 to October
14, islanders were treated to a mostly benign series of weather days.
Temperatures reached a high of 74 degrees on October 19 and a “lowest high”
of 59 degrees on October 9. There were five days of rain that registered more than a
tenth of an inch, with the greatest amount being .64 inches on October 14.
The additional unplanned ten days of the haulout, however, saw five days of rain
measuring more than a tenth of an inch. The greatest amount during this time was
.26 inches on October 22.
At no time during the planned or unplanned haulout dates was the walk-on ferry
service disrupted due to weather—even during a medical run in the middle of the
night during a severe windstorm (see article on page XX and letter on page 2).
Even with the decent weather, and the extremely kind and courteous assistance
from the ferry and Strait Arrow crews, islanders were thrilled to see the M/V Guemes
back in service on October 25.
The run of benign weather had to expire sooner or later, and it did on the evening of November 6. Sustained winds of between 28 and 40 mph, with gusts up to
48, caused the ferry to cease running after the 5 p.m. run. The combination of high
winds and opposing tide often makes for a difficult crossing.
At 6:30 p.m., the ferry crew tried a test run. Another attempt was made at 8 p.m.,
and conditions had improved enough to allow the boat to dock on Guemes and load
three vehicles and six passengers. At 8:50 the ferry started running at 60 percent
capacity. Runs continued until 10 p.m. until all stranded passengers and vehicles had
been safely transported.
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Punch Card Expiration
Dates Extended
The expiration dates for ferry
frequent-user punch cards purchased
prior to September 24 of this year
will be extended for 45 days beyond
the expiration date that’s printed on
the card, Ferry Operations Division
Manager Rachel Rowe reminds users.
Any card stamped with an expiration
date between September 24, 2014,
and January 21, 2015, is eligible for
the extension.
The extension was granted because the ferry haulout lasted 10 days
longer than originally scheduled—a
total of 31 days.

Holiday Ferry
Schedule
Christmas and New Year’s Day fall
on Thursdays this holiday season. The
ferry schedule for those days will be the
nonpeak Saturday schedule (with service
ending at 10 p.m.). The first sailing is
at 6:30 a.m. and the last sailing is at 10
p.m. On Christmas Eve and New Year’s
Eve, the last sailing is at 8:30 p.m.
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GIPAC Elects New Directors

From left, GIPAC directors Hal Rooks, Patty Rose, Nancy Fox, Gary Curtis, Stuart Charles, and Michael Brown listen to a presentation by
Allen Bush Jr. (not pictured). Also not pictured is Stella Spring, a newly elected director.

By Edith Walden
Four new directors were selected at
the annual meeting of the Guemes Island Planning Advisory Committee
(GIPAC) on November 9. The committee is charged with monitoring and
working with the county to implement
the Guemes Island Subarea Plan, adopted by the Skagit County Board of Commissioners in January 2011.
Hal Rooks, Patty Rose, and Stella
Spring were elected to fill three expired
positions on the board, and Michael
Brown was appointed to serve the remaining two years of Tom Lindsey’s vacated position. Gary Curtis and Stuart
Charles, who had constraints on their
time going forward, were appointed
as directors emeritus, allowing them
to continue to share their considerable
knowledge and expertise with the board.
The more than 25 attendees at the
meeting elected Nancy Fox as chair, Allen Bush Jr. as vice chair, Patty Rose as
secretary, and Hal Rooks as treasurer.
Sandy McKean is the other member of
the board.

A wealth of experience

Michael Brown has lived on Guemes for 12 years and recently retired
from his job as Northwest regional man-

ager for Vineyard Brands, a wine import
company. He has served on the board
of the Museum of Northwest Art and is
the co-manager of the Schoolhouse Park
Stage project. “I have a strong interest
in seeing the island’s growth managed in
a way consistent with the Subarea Plan
that was approved by the island,” he
told the Tide. He added that serving on
GIPAC “is my opportunity to help serve
the island community and protect our
little slice of heaven.”
Hal Rooks first came to Guemes
as a child in 1958. In the early 1960s,
his family built a house in Seaway Hollow. He spent most of his adult life in
Washington, D.C., and overseas, but
“always came back to Guemes, even
when it meant traveling halfway around
the world,” he told the Tide. His interest in protecting Guemes’s rural character dates to 1966, when he spent the
summer working against the proposed
aluminum plant at the base of Guemes
Mountain. Along with his wife, Susan,
he helped develop and implement zoning to preserve the neighborhood character of Old Town Anacortes, and he
also served on a neighborhood association in Albuquerque that reviewed
building and development permits.
Patty Rose has been coming to

Guemes for years to visit friends, and
with her husband, John, purchased
their North Beach home in 2006. A native Washingtonian, she recently retired
from her job as a school librarian. She
has a long history and interest in the
outdoors and in environmental issues.
She and John are active in the Nature
Conservancy (see article on page 12 of
the November Tide) and Skagitonians
to Preserve Farmland. They also helped
with the Guemes Mountain campaign.
In addition to her love for Guemes, she
brings “lots of life experience working
with community groups, and a willingness to learn and get involved.”
Stella Spring has lived on South
Shore Drive for more than eight years.
“I feel very connected to the island and
want to see the rural character and natural resources preserved into the future,”
she wrote in a statement that was read
at the annual meeting. “I’ve seen many
instances where a wonderful place has
been loved, overdeveloped, and destroyed. I’ve also seen islands, such as
Hornby Island in Canada, preserved
and enhanced through thoughtful community planning.” A former research
fisheries biologist for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
she is currently employed with the City
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of Mount Vernon Public Works Department, where she works with stormwater issues. She also has research, mapmaking, and data-presentation skills.

Looking back, and forward

The committee’s most significant accomplishment in 2014 was the inclusion of key recommendations from the
Subarea Plan in the internal draft of
Skagit County’s updated Shoreline Master Program. More work remains as the
process moves to public review in 2015.
The committee indicated its interest
in continuing its work with water issues
and in updating and revising its bylaws.
Directors Brown, Bush, Charles,
Fox, and Rooks attended a public hearing on November 17 before the Skagit
County commissioners to talk about the
upcoming update of the Skagit County

Comprehensive Plan. In a concise and
well-presented statement, Fox urged the
commissioners to include implementation of the Guemes Island Subarea Plan
in the scope of updating the Comprehensive Plan and to make certain elements of the Subarea Plan mandatory.
“Guemes Island is special,” Fox told
the commissioners. “There are aspects
of it that are quite fragile. We think it is
past due to get moving on Guemes Island Plan implementation, and we ask
the county to make that a priority in the
2015 work plan.” She further suggested
that any portions that aren’t completed
in 2015 should be folded into the 2016
Comprehensive Plan update.
Marianne Kooiman, a former longtime member of GIPAC, spoke about
the need to update the Seawater Intrusion Policy and to include it and other

groundwater and critical-areas issues in
the Comprehensive Plan.
Brown and Charles also spoke, requesting action on implementation.
“We have a real concern for the scope,
size, and reasonableness of future development as it affects our way of life,”
Brown explained. “We have an awareness of the fragility of our water resources and a desire to protect our sole source
aquifer. It’s clear that we have shown
good faith in working with the county government on these issues and are
standing by to do so in the future.”
To watch the videotaped presentation, see tinyurl.com/GIPAC17.
Fox’s presentation starts at 00:10:29,
Kooiman’s at 00:56:14; Charles’s at
01:02:09; and Brown’s at 01:05:15.

Hunting Nears End

Home Is Where You Hang Your . . . Canoe
edith walden

Now that the car ferry is back in service, islanders may see more deer hunting as the season winds down.
The late archery season runs through
December 31 and the late muzzleloader
season through December 15. Any deer
can be taken by these hunters.
Hunters are required to respect private property and to obey the usual
rules of responsible hunting, especially
not hunting while impaired, shooting
across or along roadways, or using artificial lighting or laser sights.
To report suspicious activity, residents can call the hotline at (877) 9339847 or the State Patrol at 757-1175.
Trespassing can be reported to the sheriff’s office at 911.

Courtesy Anacortes Museum

Above: Win Anderson
(left) and Rob Schroder
complete the mounting of one of Henrietta
“Bubble” Finley’s canoes
in the Community Center.
Andy Gladish fashioned
the metal braces for the
mount. The canoe was returned to the Community
Center in 2010 through
deaccession from the
Center for Wooden Boats
in Seattle. Right: The same cedar canoe, which Bubble reportedly bought from an
Indian in British Columbia, rests above her cabin on Lervick Avenue in the mid1900s. For the full story of the canoe’s return, see page 1 of the May 2010 Tide.

9

Church to Hold
Christmas Eve Service
The Guemes Island Community
Church will hold a family Christmas
Eve service on Wednesday, December
24, at 5 p.m. The service will include
candlelight, the singing of carols, readings old and new, and a story for children. Pastor Sally Balmer told the Tide
that the service will be “not real long,”
describing it as “a time to pause, to sing,
to appreciate during the beautiful mix
of the season.”
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MARINE TECHNOLOGY SCHOOL

Certificates and associate
degrees

Matt Mardesich, a fourth-generation
Alaska fisherman, has been working on
commercial fishing boats since he was
nine. Although he has a BA from Western Washington University, he is enrolled in Skagit Valley College’s one-year
marine technology certificate program.
He’s also enrolled in the college’s certificate program in diesel technology—carrying 30 credits this fall and working at
night—in total dedication to his “neverending quest for knowledge,” he halfjokingly explains. He expects to be “on
the water” all his life, and realistically
understands that he needs to be able to
do more than seasonal fishing these days
to earn a marine living.
“I’ve had lots of ‘aha’ moments,” he
adds, describing how he is learning details about procedures and machines
he is experienced with, but now understands at a deeper level.
Eugene Gwost is enrolled in the advanced course of marine electrical systems this quarter. When he completes
the course, he will graduate with an as-

Charge Against Island
Man Dismissed
In a plea-bargain arrangement,
Skagit County Superior Court Judge
Michael Rickert dismissed a charge of
second-degree theft against islander
Simon D. Hansen, 44, on September 5.

sociate of technical arts degree from
Skagit Valley College (see page 13 in
the September Tide).
Although he was interested in
boats when he was little, Eugene says
he “swore off boats” for quite a while
when his interests turned to music
and manufacturing (he worked at Mitercraft for eight years with Ron and
Julie Flint). When he wanted to repair
his 26-foot sailboat and took a course
in basic composites construction and
repair, he got hooked again. Focusing
on marine technology has been “refreshing” to him: “I see things in a different way.”
Eugene plans to continue course
work through next summer to earn a
certificate in composite manufacturing and then wants to transfer to the
Washington Engineering Institute for Eugene Gwost celebrates completing (with
two more years to earn his BA in me- father Mike) the replanking of a 125-foot-long
1912 former tugboat, the Ivanhoe, as well as
chanical engineering technology.

Marine technology moves
to Anacortes

Although the idea of having marine technology programs in Anacortes
seems natural—with its port, boats, marinas, shipbuilding, and boatyards in the
heart of the Northwest marine service
industry—the Marine Technology Center only opened in fall 2010.
Funded by a state grant, the stateof-the art facility has become the home
of the 15-year-old marine technology
program that was previously housed at
Anacortes High School and the 46-yearold Skagit Valley College Marine Maintenance Technology program that had
been housed in Oak Harbor.
Marine Technology Instructor Wes
Fridell has been working in the marine
industry for more than 30 years and
serves on the boards of Sagit Valley College and the Northwest Career & Technical Academy. He just began teaching
in the high-school program this year,
and while still learning on the job about
teaching, he is obviously proud of the
success of the program.
Juniors and seniors from six different
school systems in Skagit County are eligible to enroll in the program, which is
an alternative to sitting behind a desk in
the classroom. Although the subject

mike gwost

(continued from page 1)
driving around his family property in
the garden tractor when he was very
little. He’s been keenly interested in
working on small engines for three or
four years. Sam is not sure he’s interested in a marine career; he plans on going
through four years of college. He finds
the schoolwork at the center “more interesting” than some of his other classes.
He enjoys learning about water-cooled
engines, and especially appreciates that
there is no homework with the marine
technology program. Sam is so engaged,
however, that he does independent research at home and brings back what he
learns to share with the class.

100 hours of cooperative education credits
towards his associate degree in marine technology.

is marine technology, students learn
transferable skills that will prepare them
for the job market, Fridell explains. Students can go at their own speed and can
enroll in the program at any time, although the program is designed to take
one year to complete. There is also a
three-week summer program that meets
for six and a half hours a day, five days a
week; it is open to high-school students
from any school district.
The program is bolstered by volunteer instructor assistants, who are experienced in the field.
To learn more about enrolling or
volunteering, visit nwtech.k12.wa.us or
contact Fridell at (360) 848-0706, ext.
3016, or wfridell@nwtech.k12.wa.us.
Mike Beemer is chair of Skagit Valley College’s Marine Maintenance Technology program, which boasts 100
percent job placement in the marine
industry for students who have completed the program and who want jobs.
To learn more about the certificate programs or the associate degree program,
visit marinecenterofexcellence.com or
skagit.edu. You can contact Beemer at
mike.beemer@skagit.edu or 766-6282,
ext. 3003.
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When

What

Time

December 2014

Where

Contact

Regularly	
  Scheduled	
  Exercise	
  Classes
Mondays
Strength-‐Building	
  Group
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Zumba*
9:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
Hall
Elke	
  Macartney	
  770-‐7831
Yoga
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
Hall
Sue	
  Gwost	
  293-‐5708
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Wednesdays
Strength-‐Building	
  Group
Zumba*
9:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
Hall
Elke	
  Macartney	
  770-‐7831
5:00	
  -‐	
  6:30	
  pm
Church
Constance	
  Mayer	
  299-‐
Kundalini	
  Yoga
Yoga
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
Hall
Sue	
  Gwost	
  293-‐5708
Fridays
Strength-‐Building	
  Group
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Island	
  Events	
  by	
  the	
  Day
Dec.	
  1,	
  Mon.
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation
9:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
GIPAC
6:30	
  pm
Church
Nancy	
  Fox	
  206-‐929-‐3160
A	
  Course	
  in	
  Miracles	
  Study	
  Group
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
4709	
  S	
  Shore	
  Dr Cleo	
  Bouffiou	
  466-‐1382
Dec.	
  2,	
  Tues.
Brown	
  Bag	
  Book	
  Club
1:30	
  pm
Snell's
Connie	
  Snell	
  705-‐3589
Community	
  Soup	
  Supper:	
  Veterans'	
  Affairs	
   6:00	
  pm
Church
Connie	
  Snell	
  705-‐3589
Meditation
6:30	
  -‐	
  7:30	
  pm
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Dec.	
  3,	
  Wed.
Women's	
  Fellowship/Quilting
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  4,	
  Thu.
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Chili	
  &	
  Cornbread
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Dec.	
  5,	
  Fri.
Meditation
8:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.6,	
  Sat.
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  7,	
  Sun.
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Dec.	
  8,	
  Mon.
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation
9:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Fire	
  Commissioners	
  Meeting
7:00	
  pm
Fire	
  Hall
Chip	
  Bogosian	
  293-‐2760
Historical	
  Society
7:00	
  pm
Church
Carol	
  Deach	
  708-‐2726
Dec.	
  9,	
  Tues.
Meditation
6:30	
  -‐	
  7:30	
  pm
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Knitting	
  Night
7:00	
  pm
Pellett's
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  10,	
  Wed. Women's	
  Fellowship/Quilting
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  11,	
  Thu.
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Barbecue	
  Beef	
  Brisket
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Men's	
  Book	
  Club
7:00	
  pm
Church
George	
  Meekins	
  840-‐9391
Dec.	
  12,	
  Fri.
Meditation
8:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  13,	
  Sat.
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Community	
  Holiday	
  Dinner:
	
  	
  	
  Children's	
  Activities
4:00	
  -‐	
  5:00	
  pm
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
	
  	
  	
  Dinner	
  with	
  potluck	
  sides
5:00	
  -‐	
  5:45	
  pm
Hall
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
	
  	
  	
  Santa	
  Arrives
5:45	
  pm
Hall
Santa	
  1-‐800-‐NorthPole
All	
  events	
  listed	
  are	
  open	
  to	
  the	
  public	
  (some	
  require	
  preregistration).	
  	
  Asterisk	
  (*)	
  indicates	
  fee	
  for	
  event.
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When
Dec.	
  14,	
  Sun.
Dec.	
  15,	
  Mon.

What

Time

December 2014
Where

Contact

Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
9:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
A	
  Course	
  in	
  Miracles	
  Study	
  Group
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
4709	
  S	
  Shore	
  Dr Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Library	
  Book	
  Club
8:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  16,	
  Tues. Community	
  Soup	
  Supper:	
  The	
  Mountain	
   6:00	
  pm
Church
Connie	
  Snell	
  705-‐3589
	
  	
  Runners	
  documentary
Hanukkah
Meditation
6:30	
  -‐	
  7:30	
  pm
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Dec.	
  17,	
  Wed. Women's	
  Fellowship/Quilting
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  19,	
  Fri.
Meditation
8:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  20,	
  Sat.
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  21,	
  Sun.
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Winter	
  Solstice Chamber	
  Music	
  Concert*
3:30	
  pm
Hall
Jacquie	
  Prescott	
  588-‐8206
Dec.	
  22,	
  Mon. Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
9:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Healthful	
  Living
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
4709	
  S	
  Shore	
  Dr Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Dec.	
  23,	
  Tues. Meditation
6:30	
  -‐	
  7:30	
  pm
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Knitting	
  Night
7:30	
  pm
Pellett's
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  24,	
  Wed. Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Christmas	
  Eve	
  Family	
  Service
5:00	
  pm
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Dec.	
  25,	
  Thu.
Happy Holidays
Christmas	
  Day
Dec.	
  26,	
  Fri.
Meditation
8:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Kwanzaa
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  27,	
  Sat.
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Dec.	
  28,	
  Sun.
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Dec.	
  29,	
  Mon. Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
9:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Cemetery	
  Commissioners	
  Meeting
6:00	
  pm
Fire	
  Hall
Angie	
  Veal	
  941-‐1930
Dec.	
  30,	
  Tues. Meditation
6:30	
  -‐	
  7:30	
  pm
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Dec.	
  31,	
  Wed. Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
New	
  Year's	
  Eve
To	
  add	
  your	
  event,	
  email:	
  calendar@guemestide.org	
  (by	
  the	
  15th	
  of	
  the	
  month).

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When
Mondays

Wednesdays

Fridays

What
Strength-‐Building	
  Group
Zumba*
Yoga
Strength-‐Building	
  Group
Zumba*
Kundalini	
  Yoga
Yoga
Strength-‐Building	
  Group

Time

January 2015
Where

Regularly	
  Scheduled	
  Exercise	
  Classes
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
9:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
Hall
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
Hall
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
9:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
Hall
5:00	
  -‐	
  6:30	
  pm
Church
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
Hall
7:30	
  -‐	
  8:15	
  am
Church
Island	
  Events	
  by	
  the	
  Day

Contact
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Elke	
  Macartney	
  770-‐7831
Sue	
  Gwost	
  293-‐5708
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Elke	
  Macartney	
  770-‐7831
Constance	
  Mayer	
  299-‐
Sue	
  Gwost	
  293-‐5708
Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221

Jan.	
  1,	
  Thu.
Happy	
  New	
  Year	
  Everyone
New	
  Year's	
  Day
Jan.	
  2,	
  Fri.
Meditation
8:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Jan.	
  3,	
  Sat.
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Jan.	
  4,	
  Sun.
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Jan.	
  5,	
  Mon.
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation
9:15	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
GIPAC
6:30	
  pm
Church
Nancy	
  Fox	
  206-‐929-‐3160
A	
  Course	
  in	
  Miracles	
  Study	
  Group
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
4709	
  S	
  Shore	
  Dr Cleo	
  Bouffiou	
  466-‐1382
Jan.	
  6,	
  Tues.
Brown	
  Bag	
  Book	
  Club
1:30	
  pm
Connie	
  Snell	
  705-‐3589
Community	
  Soup	
  Supper:	
  Gary	
  Curtis, 6:00	
  pm
Church
Connie	
  Snell	
  705-‐3589
	
  	
  Trekking	
  in	
  Nepal
Meditation
6:30	
  -‐	
  7:30	
  pm
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Jan.	
  7,	
  Wed.
Women's	
  Fellowship/Quilting
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Jan.	
  8,	
  Thu.
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Baked	
  Spaghetti
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Men's	
  Book	
  Club
7:00	
  pm
Church
George	
  Meekins	
  840-‐9391
Jan.	
  9,	
  Fri.
Meditation
8:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Jan.	
  10,	
  Sat.
GIPOA	
  Board	
  Meeting
9:30	
  am
Library
Howard	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Jan.	
  11,	
  Sun.
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Jan.	
  12,	
  Mon.
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation
9:15	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Fire	
  Commissioners	
  Meeting
7:00	
  pm
Fire	
  Hall
Chip	
  Bogosian	
  293-‐2760
Historical	
  Society
7:00	
  pm
Church
Carol	
  Deach	
  708-‐2726
Jan.	
  13,	
  Tues.
Meditation
6:30	
  -‐	
  7:30	
  pm
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Knitting	
  Night
7:00	
  pm
Pellett's
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Jan.	
  14,	
  Wed.
Women's	
  Fellowship/Quilting
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Jan.	
  15,	
  Thu.
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Hot	
  Turkey	
  Sandwich 11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Jan.	
  16,	
  Fri.
Meditation
8:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
All	
  events	
  listed	
  are	
  open	
  to	
  the	
  public	
  (some	
  require	
  preregistration).	
  	
  Asterisk	
  (*)	
  indicates	
  fee	
  for	
  event.

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When

What

Jan.	
  17,	
  Sat.
Jan.	
  18,	
  Sun.
Jan.	
  19,	
  Mon.
Martin	
  Luther
King,	
  Jr.	
  Day

Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
9:15	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
A	
  Course	
  in	
  Miracles	
  Study	
  Group
6:30	
  -‐	
  8:00	
  pm
4709	
  S	
  Shore	
  Dr Dyvon	
  Havens	
  293-‐0221
Library	
  Book	
  Club
8:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Community	
  Soup	
  Supper	
  
6:00	
  pm
Church
Connie	
  Snell	
  705-‐3589
Meditation
6:30	
  -‐	
  7:30	
  pm
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Women's	
  Fellowship/Quilting
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Tuscan	
  Chicken
11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
GICCA	
  meeting
7:00	
  pm
Hall
Julie	
  Pingree	
  293-‐2296
Meditation
8:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Church	
  Service
9:30	
  am
Church
Yadi	
  Young	
  293-‐9271
Nidra	
  Yoga	
  Meditation	
  
9:15	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Jackets	
  293-‐0530
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Cemetery	
  Commissioners	
  Meeting
6:00	
  pm
Fire	
  Hall
Angie	
  Veal	
  941-‐1930
Meditation
6:30	
  -‐	
  7:30	
  pm
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Knitting	
  Night
7:30	
  pm
Pellett's
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Women's	
  Fellowship/Quilting
11:00	
  am
Church
Anne	
  Passarelli	
  299-‐2549
Library	
  open
2	
  -‐	
  4	
  and	
  6	
  -‐	
  8	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Gathering	
  Lunch:	
  Italian	
  Mac	
  &	
  Cheese 11:30	
  am	
  -‐	
  12:15	
  pm Church
Lorraine	
  Francis	
  293-‐8364
Meditation
8:00	
  -‐	
  10:00	
  am
7133	
  Glencoe	
  Ln Jon	
  Prescott	
  929-‐6996
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
Library	
  open
2:00	
  -‐	
  4:00	
  pm
Library
Carol	
  Pellett	
  293-‐8128
To	
  add	
  your	
  event,	
  email:	
  calendar@guemestide.org	
  (by	
  the	
  15th	
  of	
  the	
  month).

Jan.	
  20,	
  Tues.
Jan.	
  21,	
  Wed.
Jan.	
  22,	
  Thu.
Jan.	
  23,	
  Fri.
Jan.	
  24,	
  Sat.
Jan.	
  25,	
  Sun.
Jan.	
  26,	
  Mon.

Jan.	
  27,	
  Tues.
Jan.	
  28,	
  Wed.
Jan.	
  29,	
  Thu.
Jan.	
  30,	
  Fri.
Jan.	
  31,	
  Sat.

Time

January 2015
Where

Contact
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Schoolhouse Stage Project Breaks Ground!
Fundraising Will Follow; Target for Completion is Next July 4

termined by the board at their council
meeting in December.
In other news, Pingree announced
that islander Laura Ferguson has agreed
to donate her time to perform an audit
of GICCA’s books. Trustee Rob Schroder pointed out that the canoe once
owned by Bubble Finley is now hanging on the east wall
of the Hall (see
photos on page 9).
Kelly Bush asked
that folks who wish
to schedule the use
of the Hall in 2015
contact her as soon
as possible. She prefers to be contacted
by phone, at 2937439.
As this meeting
was considered GICCA’s annual meeting, Pingree recited
Thanks to
contributors
From left, Todd Figenshow, Michael Brown, and Adam Mimnaugh watch as Gabe Bean a list of accomplishBrown thanked
breaks ground on November 13 for the Stage project. A trench was also dug to provide ments in 2014, including several musiMike Gwost for be- power to the Stage and outdoor outlets near the tennis courts.
cal events, hot-dog
ing a “bulldog” on
sales, the Hall’s 100th birthday party,
Following a discussion about the
the project and expressed confidence
and its new coat of paint. The Center
Stage budget, the board voted unanithat Gwost’s dream for the stage is “goalso hosted a number of community
mously to indemnify the expenses of
ing to get done!” Brown acknowledged
events open to children and adults rangthe Stage project up to $30,000 so that
the many people who have been so
lack of funds would not slow or stop the ing from Zumba to Science Camp.
helpful in getting the project to where
Though pleased with the work that
project. Brown thanked the board for
it is today.
has been done, Pingree noted, “The
their support and offered his hope that
He especially thanked those who
have been most recently involved: Roger fundraising efforts between now and the board has worked very hard and would
like additional support. It is discouragcompletion of the project would make
and Joey Babcock of Snowy Mountain
ing to have only four or five people atthat indemnification unnecessary.
for hauling dirt; Adam Mimnaugh for
Finally, Brown announced the target tend our third-Thursday meetings. This
all the excavating work; Rick Petrick for
coordinating all the electrical work; and date for the project completion: the 4th is the community’s property and we
Todd Figenshow for his building experi- of July, 2015. Since the building permit would like the community’s input in
caring for it.”
expires on October 2, 2015, this target
ence, advice, and support.
There is no general GICCA meeting
allows three months of leeway.
in
December.
The next meeting is JanuBudget set for $30,000
ary 15, 2015, at 7 p.m. in the Hall.
Brown anticipates the project will
Elections and other business
need a budget of at least $30,000. GICPresident Julie Pingree announced
CA is holding $9,300 that is dedicated
that there were no nominations for
to the Stage project, an increase of $500 open positions other than those people
Fire Commissioners’ regular meetings,
from last month due to a generous doalready occupying the positions. ThereDecember 8, 2014,
nation. Brown will be exploring various fore, elected by unanimous vote were
and January 12, 2015,
approaches to fundraising in the near
Kelly Bush, Kathleen Phillips, Julie Pinat 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.
future that may include a group of isgree, and Rob Schroder.
Public welcome.
landers working as a committee to creSpecific officer positions will be deate and promote fundraising ideas.
Anyone interested in being involved
is invited to contact him at 299-2199 or
pinotmaster@msn.com. He suggested
that this might be a great time for those
who are looking at their end-of-year
budgets and want to make tax-deductible donations.

edith walden

By Tom Murphy
Michael Brown, co-manager of the
Schoolhouse Park Stage Project, was
pleased to announce to the Guemes Island Community Center Association
(GICCA) board at their meeting on
November 20 that ground has finally
been broken for the construction of the
Stage. Brown said
the project needs
approximately five
more loads of fill to
create a solid base
that would support
a foundation. He
projected that between now and
Christmas, a sixinch concrete pad,
covering approximately 800 square
feet, will be poured.

Notice
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Ferry Committee To Hold Quarterly Meeting
By Tom Murphy
The Guemes Island Ferry Committee (GIFC) will hold a quarterly meeting on Sunday, December 7, at the
Community Center at 4:30 p.m. (after
the Seahawks game). Chairman Steve
Orsini told the Tide that the agenda will
include a summary of the recent scheduled ferry haulout, continued discussion and comments on a replacement

plan for the M/V Guemes, and a review
of the current Ferry Fare Revenue Target
model.
At the December meeting, Orsini
will announce the timelines for nominations for two current GIFC positions
that will expire in 2015. The positions
are currently held by Sally StappBrigham and Allen Bush.
Nominations for these two positions

Fire Commissioners Ask for Standard Levy Increase
By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island fire commissioners met twice in November.
They did not meet at all in October,
and at the November 10 regular meeting former fire commissioner Jim Dugan pointed out that this was a violation
of state law. Dugan cited the revised
code of Washington requirement (RCW
52.14.090) that the fire commissioners “shall hold regular monthly meetings
at a place and date as it determines by
resolution.”
The error was duly noted by attending commissioners Chip Bogosian and
Tom Murphy.
At a special public hearing on November 18, budget projections for 2015

were discussed. The Guemes Island Fire
Department expects to receive $131,
200 in levy funds in 2015. The total
properties on Guemes Island are assessed at a value of $280,945,440 for
2014, an increase of $18,545,440 from
2013.
Commissioners may request a 1 percent increase each year in levy funds
without approval by taxpayers. In a
meeting following the public hearing,
the board voted to make such a request
to the county, which would result in
income of $132,512 from the expense
levy fund.
The commissioners plan to submit
an operating budget proposal to the
county for $135,900 for 2015.

“I have never met a realtor in my entire life
who works as hard as you and who goes so far
out of their way to help people.”
Homebuyer Bill McCarthey, 6094 West Shore Road

Karen’s clients gave her 10 out of 10 in a recent
independent customer satisfaction survey.
If you’re thinking of buying or selling on Guemes Island,
choose a top-ranking agent who lives here and knows it well!

Karen Everett
GuemesIslandExpert.com

(360) 202-7373

may be made through the conclusion of
the GIFC annual meeting, which will
be held on Sunday, February 8, 2015.
Each position on the committee is for a
three-year term.
All islanders are welcome and encouraged to attend, ask questions, and
make comments.

Island
Birthdays
William Prewitt turns 6 on
December 1.
Hannah Lenander turns 6 on
December 5.
On December 25, Eddie Clarke turns
14, and Henry and Nathan Hock
turn 10.
Owen McDill turns 10 on
December 29.
Tristan Detering turns 7 on
January 9.
Sophia McCracken turns 12 on
January 16.
Charlie Funk turns 15 on January 25.
(Editors’ note: This section lists birthdays of youngsters with island connections turning 16 or younger. To get a
family member added, contact us at
editorial@guemestide.org or 299-9999.)
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A Shed Full of History

The Missing Garden Fork, or Why I
Love Ferry Haulouts
By Sally Stapp-Brigham
Rachel Rowe, ferry division operations manager, must
have a pact with the weather gods to have chosen this
particular October for the annual ferry haulout. Though not
a daily commuter, I enjoyed a number of spectacularly calm,
warm, scenic crossings. My favorite part about haulout trips is
getting to chat with islanders while waiting on the dock and
during the cruise.
During one of these chat sessions
on a warm October day, a friend—
who had read my lost-and-found
message on LineTime—asked if my
garden fork had been returned. Weeks
before, I had momentarily leaned my
favorite garden tool near the site of a
previous free pile. When I returned, it
had disappeared. After a few weeks,
and no response from the message
board, I figured it was gone.
Another island friend, overhearing our exchange, asked me to
describe the tool. When I obliged,
she admitted, “I took that tool!” In her
defense, it was such a good “free” find
that I would have taken it myself.
Had there been no haulout, I
would be looking for a new garden
fork. Thanks, Rachel!

Sketch by Sally Stapp-Brigham

By Win Anderson
The diminutive structure was in wretched condition by
the time I got around to a complete inspection. Forlorn and
abandoned on the high-tide line (below what is now called
South Beach Lane), it had been worked on by vandals and
weather for a year. The windows were broken, the sheathing
holed in several places, and the tin roof partially blown away.
But it had healthy bones.
Built on a pair of 4-by-12 treated planks, it boasted 2-by-6
floor joists and ultra-lightweight but sturdy 1-by-2 and 2-by2 framing. Remarkably, the unfinished fir flooring was still as
good as when builder Alton “Bud” Hansen salvaged it (I believe) from the Guemes School, demolished in 1974.
For all his faults, Bud was a talented woodworker/mechanic and master of salvage, recycling, reuse, repurposing, and repair. He told me the entire 160-square-foot project cost less
than $100. He built it foreseeing the day when his primary
residence, his “wanigan,” would likely succumb to the ravages
of the wind and storm surge that often buffeted the semifloating masterpiece of clear, hand-split cedar.
He called the small one his lifeboat. And in the 1980s the
inevitable came to pass. Bud was forced to abandon the collapsing “wanigan,” and he moved into the lifeboat. Dejected,
depressed, and ill, he made it his final home.
Although it wasn’t as elegant as his wanigan, I thought the
symbolic “corn-crib” angle-sided cabin was worth preserving.
I called Bob Porter, who agreed and who just happened to
have a mobile crane capable of lifting the one-ton-plus structure. It spent the next few years in our field storing hay until a
temporary roof blew off, urging restoration.
By 1995, modified for a new use, it was dragged down
to Mangan’s Landing to serve as a boathouse for my 12-foot
rowboat.
This year it was time for major renovation, and that required a plan, and the plan involved wheels. I mentioned it to
Rob Schroder, who said he had an old camping-trailer chassis
back in the brush that might work. Long story short: amaz-

ingly, with a
few modifications, the
little shed
fit the trailer “like a
saddle on a
sow,” as Phil
Cook would
say.
Loading it was another story. It took the help of Rob,
Andy Larson, and Chuck Farrell manipulating a collection
of 6-by-6 cribbing, chain, chain binders, and come-alongs
plus Rob’s collection of high-lift and railroad jacks. And, as
these acts of near-folly require, there was a lot of head scratching, and a boatload of opinion, misdirection, dead ends, and
near misses. But no one was injured, and the boathouse is
now conveniently ensconced by the shop, where the real work
will begin.
Note: Although the shed technically belongs to me, I consider myself the temporary caretaker of a bona fide island artifact that will someday become a part of the future Guemes
Island Historical Society museum collection. Serious planning
for the museum will begin in January. Interested persons can
learn more at the next meeting of the society, Monday, December 8, at 7:30 p.m. at the Church.

win anderson

Above: Win Anderson tows Bud Hansen’s “lifeboat” to his
property for a second restoration. Top right: In the early 1990s,
little remained of the structure but its “healthy bones.”
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Cold-Weather Gardening Tip: Mow Your Road
By Bob Anderson
Neighbors heading up Holiday Boulevard in recent days have may wonder
if I have “lost it” as they watch me run
my power mower up and down the
paved road surface.
But there is a method in my madness. The combination of maple leaves,
fir needles, and organic debris, plus
some grass, is a perfect free gift from
Mother Nature. I run the mower over
it with a bag attachment, dump two
or three bagfuls back on the road, and
run the mower over it again. The result
is a natural chopped mulch that is the
“brown” ingredient all compost requires.
I use it in my garden paths. First I
shovel about 3 inches of now-decomposed, composted pathway soil into adjacent garden beds, and then replace it
with this season’s double-chopped material—which will become next year’s topping soil after a year of rain, traffic, and
natural “sheet composting.”
(In March, your fern fronds—cut
before new fiddleheads emerge, and
double-chopped—are another great
source of pathway mulch. If you have an
evergreen grove with clean needles or cedar “duff,” rake off the new top layer for
more path material.)

If my 14 compost piles, heavy now
with summer’s green material, need
some balance, I turn some of the brown
road mulch into the piles when I am
nearby renewing the paths. The result
is compost that decomposes naturally
in both piles and paths, and is a goodlooking woodsy surface, soft underfoot.
An added benefit is a clean roadway.
The decomposing organics at the road’s
edge, I am told—believe it or not—
actually degrade the tarmac. And chopping up the mulch on the tarmac vacuums the road surface and removes
a winter slick, a benefit to cars and
pedestrians.
Late fall and winter is, of course, the
best time to see your garden’s “bones”—
the hardscape and structural elements—
and to make corrections and changes,
like widening paths or adding enclosures and artifacts. It’s also a fine time
for deadheading and pruning plants
during dormancy, transplanting and
top-dressing, and then going indoors at
twilight and enjoying our island’s spectacular sunsets and dreaming of an even
better garden next spring.
I am happy to share garden tips with
fellow islanders; feel free to email me at
earthspiritcircle@earthlink.net.

White House photographer Chuck Kennedy

Helping the Homeless, at High Levels
Part-time islander David
Wertheimer (right) met
in July with Michelle
Obama and Nan Roman
(center), CEO and president of the National
Alliance to End Homelessness, at the 2014
National Conference
on Ending Homelessness. Wertheimer is the
president and chair of
Funders Together to
End Homelessness and
a deputy director for
the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, where he
oversees investments
in family stability and
homelessness.

Last Chance to
Change Your PhoneDirectory Listing
By Sally Stapp-Brigham
It’s time to update your Guemes Island Telephone Directory entry before
next year’s version goes to print. A small
army of volunteers has been contacting
each number in the 2013–2014 directory (it has a gray cover with a historical
photo of Guemes quilters gathered in
front of their work).
We find that many current numbers
have been disconnected—perhaps because islanders are abandoning their
landlines for cell phones. If your number is disconnected, we have no easy
way of checking with you for changes.
Besides checking your listing information in the current directory, you can
also check your listing on LineTime and
add or update your information there.
To do so, visit linetime.org and select
“Guemes Directory” in the right-hand
column. Once you check your listing,
you can add or update information by
choosing the “Use This Form” link at
the bottom of the page. From there, you
can choose to include the information
in the “Guemes Phone Book” by checking the appropriate boxes.
Or you can call Anne Passarelli at
299-2549 or Sally Stapp-Brigham at
(425) 501-1435 to make sure you are
included in our little book. The last date
for changes is December 24.
If you or someone you know might
want to be included in the Guemes Island Telephone Directory “yellow pages,”
please call Peggy Pair at 293-5022.

Guemes Real Estate News
Winter 2014

Karen Everett (360) 202-7373

SOLD on Guemes in 2014
Karen Everett represented either the buyer or seller in 6 of 11 sales

Iconic West Shore Waterfront
SOLD for $796,000

Quaint South Shore Beach Home
SOLD for $658,350

Rustic, Refined Timber-frame
SOLD for $635,000

2 Fixers on 100’ of Sandy Beach
SOLD for $500,000

Quality West Shore Custom Home
SOLD for $443,000

Elegant Home on Park-like Acre
SOLD for $410,000

3-Story Cape Cod on Cook’s Cove
SOLD for $378,446

3-bd with Channel views, beaches
SOLD for $315,500

3 bed, 2 bath with Large Deck
SOLD for $244,900

1 bedroom Cabin on 2 acres
SOLD for $157,000

Karen Everett is now a
Zillow Premier Agent

Read her
reviews
or look-up
properties
Double-wide manufactured 3-bd at Zillow.com
SOLD for $80,000

IN THE NEWS

The latest reports from the
Northwest Multiple Listing
Service show a surge of more
than 13 percent in pending
sales of homes around Western
Washington, along with increases in closed sales (up 4.6
percent) and prices (up 2.5
percent), although inventory
has declined slightly.
This is good news for anyone
thinking of putting their home
on the market. However, Frank
Wilson, an MLS director,
warns sellers that, “Even
though the market has picked
up, it is still important to price
your home at or close to the
market value, otherwise buyers
move on to purchase another
home.”
Getting your home in top
shape before listing it is also
important. “We are seeing a
trend of buyers who are much
more discriminating about
what they are buying,” Wilson
adds. “Despite not having a lot
of choices, buyers are willing
to step aside from a transaction
after an inspection if the home
is not perfect.”
Also of note is an influx of
buyers from China who are
making very significant purchases of prime properties as a
reaction to Vancouver’s soaring real estate prices.

FOR SALE on Guemes Now

LAND

Prime 54+ acres on Edens Rd.

$390,000

Mystical five acres, Guemes Is. Rd.

$250,000

Pastoral 10 acres with mtn. views

$184,000

6+ secluded wooded acres

$101,999

1+ acres on Hideaway Lane

$99,997

Mid-Century Classic on West Shore 4 acres
Hideaway Lane Bungalow
Immaculate 2-bd w/office, deck, landscaping 2-bd, 1 ba + guest cottage & 93’ of beach
MLS#: 717765
$695,000 Lot on Decatur Lane
MLS#: 664999
$279,000

Guemes
Island

$99,000

GuemesIslandExpert.com
Graphic Design by Sophia Dobra

(360) 202 - 7373

Each office independently owned and operated
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of Guemes

A Ta s t e

Maggi Holbert: Taking a Right at the Corner
karen everett

A wind brings serendipity

Standing in front of the Corner Pub’s well-stocked bar, Maggi Holbert (center) is flanked by
spirits and food managers Mike Rothmeyer and Janine Austin.

By Karen Everett
While driving north into a dip in
Farm to Market Road, headed towards
Edison, one of my favorite little towns, I
took a right on Allen West Road, where
the hill melds into the Samish Valley. It’s
an amazing view, with the silhouettes of
giant islands in the distance, a big blue
sky, and the green and yellow fields dotted with old farmhouses and barns.
I was on my way to see Maggi Holbert—a Guemes resident from 2002 to
2007—in her recently remodeled, possibly century-old restaurant, the Corner Pub. (It’s at the corner of Allen West
and Benson Road.)
The drive takes me back to the winter of 2007, making that same right
turn with Maggi when she was searching for a horse property to house her
farrier business. Of course it was lunchtime, and she dragged me into the Corner, saying it was the best place to eat
in the valley. And what a great old dive
it was.
Originally, Maggi wanted her
burgeoning business to be based on
Guemes. She’s been visiting the area

from hometown Spokane since she
was 18, eventually working to become
a farrier and falling in love with the island. But by the time she was ready to
buy, she couldn’t find the right Guemes
spot at the right price. She had to look
elsewhere.

After months of looking, in 2007
she found her “dream” on Friday Creek
in Alger, an old derelict farmhouse with
a dilapidated barn on seven acres. Soon
thereafter, a huge windstorm blew away
most of the old barn.
Serendipity stepped in: during the
barn’s remodel she met James Watkins
(who grew up on south Lake Samish),
and the rest, as they say, is history. His
carpentry and contractor skills helped
erect an amazing new barn . . . and
an amazing new family. The couple married in 2010. Both now 34, they have
a daughter Sadie (3½) and twin boys,
Logan and Emmet (2½).
Despite their two businesses and
three toddlers, they bought the Corner
in April 2013, closed it down for a complete remodel, and relaunched it this
past August.
The Corner Pub has a long yet uncertain history. “Ma Schlafler owned
this place first about a hundred years
ago, and had it as a schoolhouse,” Maggi recalls with a smile. “Then it was a
speakeasy, and they made moonshine
for guys waiting to go to the brothel
across the road [also owned by Ma
Schlafler].”

Food and Drink From the Corner
The Eldon John

Fill a 16-ounce Mason jar with ice. Add 1 ounce Golden Distillery White Whiskey
(made on Samish Island), 1 ounce St-Germain elderflower liqueur, 2 ounces lemon sour,
and 1 ounce simple syrup spiced with cinnamon, clove, and nutmeg. Top with soda
water. Garnish with a lemon slice.

The Corner’s barbecue sauce

This sauce is great on pulled pork, chicken wings, or any other barbecued or
smoked meat.
4 c. tomato sauce
24 oz. tomato paste (2 12-oz. cans)
1 c. brown sugar
¾ c. molasses
1 pint draft porter
¾ c. apple cider vinegar

3½ oz. canned chipotle peppers
¼ c. cane sugar
½ tbsp. lemon juice
½ tsp. each salt, pepper, and onion powder
¼ tsp. each ground cumin and ground
coriander

1. Combine all ingredients and whisk together well.
2. Bring to a simmer in a double boiler for at least 30 minutes.
3. Cool and store.

Holbert says a regular customer
brought her some of Ma’s calendars
from the 1930s. In the intervening
years, “it’s been a gas station and grocery
store, but some part of it was always a
little bar in the back. We’d like to bring
back some of that history.”
James did most of the work, along
with Maggi’s sister Nicole (Adrift Restaurant) and her husband Mark (Oracle Racing). Plywood, stained black for
floors; plywood, stained and varnished
for some walls; sleek metal hardware
and lighting. Yet historic touches remain: an old wooden door with crystal
handle tacked to the wall, transformed
into a blackboard for daily specials; a
gleaming bar handmade from old fir
beams.
Old traditions are observed, too:
bingo night, gizzards and live music,
Meatloaf Monday, Taco Tuesday . . .
and the old favorite, Dump Run Special. The Skagit County dump used to
be across the road from the Corner, and
you can still bring in your dump receipt
for a discount on beer.
On my visit there, I saw a diverse
crowd of all ages. The drink menu has a
lot of fun options, like the Horse’s Neck
and the Eldon John (see recipe), many
served in old Mason jars.
That day’s lunch menu featured a

karen everett

The Guemes Tide December 2014 - January 2015

special of smoked wings (they have a
smoker out back, along with outdoor
seating for summer).
Other tempting choices included
many burgers (including a veggie burger), barbecued pulled-pork and slaw
sandwiches, many salads, tacos, steamed
mussels, fried oysters, and dozens of
other choices.
I decided on the Horse’s Neck—
which features an entire lemon peel,
like a giant “twist,” sitting in a Mason

Participants Sought for
Christmas Bird Count on December 27
By Tim Manns, Skagit Audubon Society
This year is the 115th for the Christmas Bird Count, sponsored by the National Audubon Society.
Each year between December 14
and January 5, thousands of volunteers
around the world count bird species and
individuals within established “count
circles,” each 15 miles in diameter.
It’s not just a species tally—all birds
are counted, giving an indication of the
total number of individual birds in the
circle that day.
In western Skagit County, the count
circle centers on March Point by Padilla
Bay. Skagit Audubon Society has sponsored and organized this count for several decades, each year recruiting birders
to work in teams focused on 16 subareas

jar with whiskey and ginger ale—and a
cheeseburger with Swiss. It had a handformed Angus patty with sliced dills, red
onion, tomato, green-leaf lettuce, and
mayo—juicy and perfect with the lemony drink.

A historical collection

An Eldon John (see recipe on facing page)
gleams temptingly in its Mason jar.

of the circle. Much of Guemes Island
falls within the Padilla Bay count circle
and comprises one of these subareas.
A team will count Guemes birds on
Saturday, December 27. If you have
some skill at identifying birds and
would like to participate (on Guemes Island or elsewhere), please contact me at
336-8753 or bctm@fidalgo.net by December 21.
Participants will need binoculars and
should be prepared to spend at least a
half day in the field.
For more information about the nationwide Christmas Bird Count and its
history, go to birds.audubon.org/
christmas-bird-count.
Information about Skagit Audubon
Society is at skagitaudubon.org.
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I spied a sign tacked to the bar:
PHONE CALL LYING CHARGES.
Yes, they still have a phone here where a
neighbor can call and ask for someone.
Here are the charges: “Just left”: 25¢.
“Leaving now”: 50¢. “Haven’t seen”:
$1.00. “Who?”: $2.00. “Not here”:
$3.75.
Collections of old Skagit Valley
farm implements and memorabilia dot
the walls, yet there’s lots of room for
that collection to grow in this beautiful
space.
“We have a ‘ransom’ out for people
who can bring us old photos of the Valley,” Maggi notes. “We’ll buy ’em a beer
and put their photo on our wall.”
I have some old photos in mind that
might get me a free beer. Maybe you do
too. Even if you don’t, it’s worth an afternoon to visit Maggi, her “handsome
cowboy” James, and their great staff at
this historic business so steeped in history, moonshine, and the Samish Valley’s
farmlands and farmers.
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Holiday Chamber Concert December 21
edith walden

Nancy Bean and
Lloyd Smith will
play Lloyd’s Reflections, a duet for
violin and cello. A
trio for two violins
and a cello from
Giuseppe Tartini’s
Violin Sonata in G
Minor and some
Christmas tunes
will complete the
afternoon’s music.

From left, Nancy Bean, David Bean, Lloyd Smith, Karie Prescott,
and Page Smith (not pictured) will perform at the Community
Center on December 21.

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Chamber Music Series will present its winter concert
on Sunday, December 21, at 3:30 p.m.
at the Hall. Islanders will welcome back
David Bean and Nancy Bean on violin,
Lloyd Smith and Page Smith on cello,
and Karie Prescott on viola.
The centerpiece will be a performance of the Quintet for Two Cellos
in C Major, op. 28, no. 4 by Luigi Boccherini. In addition, Page Smith will
play Bach’s Cello Suite No. 1 in G Major, and the husband-and-wife team of

Returning
musicians

All the musicians featured have performed frequently with the series.
David Bean is a member of the
Whatcom Symphony Orchestra (and
brother to Nancy). As his bio notes,
“While stationed at Desolation Peak
Fire Lookout in the North Cascades
National Park [as a national park ranger], visiting hikers and wildlife were often treated to strains of J.S. Bach’s Partitas for Unaccompanied Violin.”
Nancy Bean was with the Philadelphia Orchestra for 26 years. She has
been a soloist with the Philadelphia

Orchestra and the Seattle Symphony.
Now a dedicated chamber musician,
she is the artistic director of 1807 &
Friends, plays first violin for the Wister
Quartet and the Amerita Chamber Players, and plays violin and viola with the
Barnard Trio, the Florian Trio, Duo Paganini, and Duo Parisienne.
Part-time islander Karie Prescott
founded the Guemes Island Chamber
Music Series in 2007. She is currently a
freelance recording artist in LA, where
she also performs with the LA Philharmonic, the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra,
and the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, and is a member of the LA Opera
Orchestra. She is also a faculty member
at Pepperdine University.
Lloyd Smith also had a long career
with the Philadelphia Orchestra, and
has since retired to focus on composing
and chamber music. He is cellist of the
Wister Quartet, 1807 & Friends, the
Amerita Chamber Players, the Florian
Trio, and the Barnard Trio. Islanders have appreciated the historical
background he offers about the
compositions.
Page Smith (no relation to Lloyd) is
principal cellist with the Pacific Northwest Ballet Orchestra and the Auburn
Symphony Orchestra. She performs
regularly throughout the Northwest and
has been a featured soloist with Seattle
Pro Musica, the Northwest Chamber
Orchestra, and Choral Arts Northwest.
While principal cellist for the Aspen
Chamber Symphony, she performed at
Lincoln Center’s Mostly Mozart Festival and the Kennedy Center’s Festival
of Festivals.

Tickets

Tickets cost $20 and may be purchased in advance from Jacquie and Bob
Prescott, Anne Casperson, or Carol and
Howard Pellett, as well as at Anderson’s
General Store. They will also be available at the door.
For more about the series, see
guemeschambermusic.wordpress.com
or contact Carol Pellett at 293-8128.
Tax-deductible donations to support
the musicians can be sent to Guemes
Chamber Music at P.O. Box 121, Anacortes, WA 98221.
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• in memoriam •

Butch Krieger
George “Butch” Edward Krieger, 73,
died October 21 at Skagit Valley Hospital
in Mount Vernon.
He was born in Everett on March
30, 1941. While in the eighth grade he
moved to Guemes Island, where he resided for the rest of his life. A graduate
of Anacortes High School, he attended
Skagit Valley College before joining the
U.S. Coast Guard; he was stationed near
Nantucket, Maine.
Upon his return home he worked as a
machinist at the Texaco Oil Refinery until his retirement. When he was younger
he loved to play golf, and being outdoors
was a passion, whether cutting firewood,
building trails, or simply enjoying time
on his 70 acres. He also owned a sailboat that he used every summer, and he stayed
aboard it when work kept him in town after the last ferry.
He moved to Rosario Assisted Living in 2006 but continued to visit the island
on a regular basis. He was a member of St. Mary Catholic Parish and the Knights of
Columbus.
Survivors include his sister, Constance “Connie” Krieger; niece, Ann (Todd Figenshow) Jurkovich; and nephews Mark (Sarah) Jurkovich, Stephen (Kim) Jurkovich, and John Jurkovich.
Mass of Christian Burial was held in October at St. Mary Catholic Parish, with
interment at Edens Cemetery.
Arrangements were in the care of Evans Funeral Chapel.

Phyllis Boulton

Phyllis Maxine Moyer Boulton of Anacortes died November 12 at the age of 93.
She was known on Guemes as the rural mail carrier substituting for Wes Rawhauser
into the late 1970s.
She was preceded in death by her husband of 61 years, Albert Boulton. Survivors include son Dave (Bobbie Neble) Boulton and son-in-law Johnny Pagel.
Arrangements were in the care of Evans Funeral Chapel.
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New Options for
Recycling
Styrofoam
By Edith Walden
For several years, Don and Anne
Passarelli have encouraged islanders
to bring Styrofoam packing material
(no peanuts) to their garage for future
recycling. When they collect a full
load, the Passarellis take the material
to a recycler in Renton.
The Passarellis are happy to have
found a new recycler in Arlington, a
short distance east of the I-5 Smokey
Point exit. Eco Foam Recyclers, at
16910 59th Avenue NE, Suite 110, in
Arlington is open Monday through
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The
drop-off service is free.
In addition to expanded polystyrene (Styrofoam), Eco Foam also
accepts expanded polyethylene and
expanded polypropylene. All materials must be clean, dry, and tape free.
They also accept tape-free cardboard,
contaminant-free film (from grocery
bags to stretch wrap), and metal. They
do not accept foam peanuts.
For more information, visit
ecofoamrecyclers.vpweb.com or call
(360) 435-9989.
The Passarellis are encouraging
islanders to make use of Eco Foam’s
recycling service; however, small
amounts of clean, dry Styrofoam may
still be deposited in their garage at
2136 South Shore Road—please call
first at 299-2549.
There are three places in our
general area that accept clean packing
peanuts: Postal & More Inc. at 1500 E.
College Way, Suite A, in Mount Vernon
(428-5848); Pony Mailing & Business
Center at 316 SE Pioneer Way in Oak
Harbor (360-679-5519); and Pak Mail
at 2950 Newmarket Street, #101, in
Bellingham (360-738-8919).
The Mount Vernon site will also
take biodegradable peanuts and
prefers all peanuts to be in bags, not
boxes.
The Oak Harbor site also takes
biodegradable peanuts and has no
preference about the container.
The Bellingham site takes only
Styrofoam peanuts and has no preference about the container.
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Fifty Years Ago
Temperatures near zero
and wind gusts to 93 miles
Ten Years Ago
per hour close down much
The landing craft
of Guemes and Anacortes
Warrior is designated the
on December 15. Teletemporary ferry of choice
phone and electrical outalmost until Christmas as
ages are widespread on
pile-driving work continGuemes. Chuck Bush, one
ues to keep the Guemes out
of many with water-system
of service. Ferry manager
failure, has to haul water to
Steve Cox chose the Warrior
his stock. It is even worse
because in an emergency it
across Guemes Channel,
can transport an ambulance.
where Robinson’s Marina
(The disruption lasted nearly
is devastated. Sixty vessels
eight weeks.)
were moored there; despite
Anne Jackets’s retirement
the best efforts of employees
after two years as president
and volunteers, by the next
of the Community CenThis
(lost?)
cattle
egret
entertained
islanders
at
Mangan’s
Landing
durmorning 15 are on the botter council ends one of the
ing the extended car-ferry shutdown of 2004. “Pat” arrived October 26, tom and 19 more are severemost productive periods
weathered a couple of windstorms, and departed when the temperaly damaged.
in the history of the Hall.
ture dropped in mid-November. —The Evening Star, December 2004
—Anacortes American,
Projects crossed off her list
December 22, 1964
include a water agreement
A rare copy of the first newspaper
with the Church, remodeled bathrooms,
One Hundred Years Ago
published on Guemes—Charley Gant’s
dedication of the Murray Read PavilFrank Taylor and Harry Rickaby
Tillicum Vol. 1, No. 1—is reprinted in
ion, a new floor for the kitchen, TV cahave placed an order with Keesling
the Star. The paper was discovered in
ble wired in, and a half acre of land for
Ship Yards for a 50-passenger ferryboat
the historical collection assembled by
parking north of the Hall donated by
“modern in every respect” to take the
the late Gertie Howard.
the Gyneth Humble family.
place of the launch Elk on the Guemes
Jane Read warns islanders to check
—The Evening Star, December 2004
Island run. A 20-horsepower engine to
to see that their “toilet paper is Y2K
produce a speed of nine or ten miles an
compliant!!” If not, come January 1,
Fifteen Years Ago
hour will power the 48-foot vessel.
2000 it will roll back to 1900 and turn
A pair of “hunters,” ages 18 and 19,
—Anacortes American,
into Sears and Roebuck catalogs.
are arrested in connection with a string
December 10, 1914
—The Evening Star, November 1999
of six burglaries on Guemes.

