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State Reports on July Sinking and Spill

Diesel fuel spills from the Clam Digger’s 2,000-gallon tank as it is salvaged from the
bottom off Guemes’s southwestern shore.

By Edith Walden
The Washington Department of
Ecology (DOE) has completed its investigation of the sinking of the F/V Clam
Digger, a fishing vessel that was being
used as a transport scow, off the southwest shore of Guemes last July 10 (see
page 8 of the September 2013 Tide).
According to the DOE Spills Program investigation, the vessel was carrying 1,610 gallons of diesel fuel. Salvagers recovered 537 gallons of fuel from a
tank on deck and 760 gallons from internal tanks.
In addition, National Response Corporation Environmental Services recovered 31 gallons of oily water when they
responded to the scene of the incident.
Based on a U.S. Coast Guard’s Notice
of Violation, the report concludes that
313 gallons of fuel was spilled in the
water. In addition, 20 tons of fish food

were lost overboard (4 tons were recovered on a Guemes beach).
According to the report, the 60foot uninspected vessel was owned and
operated by American Gold Seafoods
and was usually used to transport fish
food to the fish hatchery off the southeast shore of Cypress Island. On July
10, the captain of the Clam Digger and
the manager of the Cypress Island Fish
Farm decided to use the Clam Digger to
transport fish food to American Gold’s
Hope Island fish pens instead of using
the usual vessel, the privately owned
M/V San Juan Enterprise, which was not
available. (Previous reports indicated the
vessel was bound to Cypress Island instead of Hope Island.)
American Gold Seafoods had reconfigured the Clam Digger in the winter of
2013, removing the aft deckhouse and
adding an elevated wheelhouse. On July

School-District Election
Coming February 11
The Anacortes School District will
propose two levies in an election to be
held on Tuesday, February 11. Ballots
were mailed to registered voters on
January 21.
If passed, Proposition 1 would
renew a four-year maintenance and
operations levy. The levy would pay for
teachers and support staff, classroom
textbooks and supplies, extracurricular
activities, maintenance of buildings and
grounds, safety and security services,
utilities, insurance, and fuel.
Proposition 2 asks voters to
approve a four-year instructionaltechnology levy. The levy will fund an
upgrade to wireless infrastructure and
technology for all classrooms, staffing
of technology teaching and support
positions, teacher development and
training, and equipment for the Career
and Technical Education program.
According to school-district literature, the Anacortes School District’s
tax rates are lower than those of any
neighboring district.
Don’t forget to vote.

10, the Clam Digger was also loaded
with a 2,000-gallon portable diesel tank
that was partially filled with diesel fuel
and was chained into brackets but not
welded to the deck. The unlicensed captain, who was also the sole crew member that day, had not operated the vessel since its reconfiguration, nor had
he done so with the portable fuel tank
aboard.
The DOE report concludes that the
immediate cause of the sinking was “inadequate maintenance,” resulting in
(continued on page 8)
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Letters
The Church turns 100

Dear editor,
As chair of anniversary planning, I
invite interested islanders to share in celebrating the Guemes Island Community Church’s 100th anniversary, coming the second weekend in September.
Leading up to it, there are dinners
to plan, history to collect, art projects
to create, a community labyrinth to
build [see page 15], possible children’s
projects, a farmer’s market, community
gardens and orchard, and more.
Please contact me at 293-3770 for
more details, or look at the bulletin
board in the Church foyer.
—Bob Anderson

A Holiday Dinner thank-you

To the editor,
On December 14, the power went
off in the morning. I thought, “I bet
they need my help at the Church.” I
was wrong. The generator that runs the
kitchen when the power was out was

working just as it should. The gals at
the Church welcomed my help at peeling potatoes, but only because I asked.
Many groups were helping in one way
or another at the Hall and Church.
[At the Holiday Dinner] the Hall
was decorated nicely, and the food was
(I thought) the best ever. The unexpected entertainment was festive. Santa and
Mrs. Claus were warm and jolly. I can’t
think of a better evening. There was
even a young girl teaching dance moves
to several younger girls in the entrance
of the Hall.
It takes a village to do all that needed
to be done, and under the direction of
Yadira Young it all went fine. So much
fun, food, and wonderful memories.
It will be hard to top this past Holiday
Dinner.
I bet there are few places in our
country that can get a community gathering done with so much love. A bit
sappy, but that’s how I feel.
—Emma Schroder (Bettie’s grandma)

Subscribe—or Renew—Today!
With this issue, we begin our fifth year of publishing the Guemes Tide. Our staff
of volunteers gratefully thanks our subscribers for supporting this nonprofit effort.
We’d also like to encourage you to subscribe to the paper if you don’t already, or to
renew your subscription if you do.
Subscriptions are $20 for a year (10 issues). You can mail in the form you’ll find
inserted into this copy of the paper, or—for a better deal still—subscribe or renew
online (see below).

Free sample copies

If you’ve received this copy in the mail and are not a subscriber, this issue is a
free gift to you. If you like what you see, please consider becoming a subscriber.

Subscribe online for a bonus

As we announced last issue, we’re encouraging readers to start or renew their
subscriptions online via our website, guemestide.org (click “Subscribe” at the top
of the home page). It saves you time and postage, and cuts down on unnecessary
paperwork.
To sweeten the deal, we’ll throw in one free extra issue to your subscription if
you start or renew it online—a deal that’s good for this year only. So your $20 will
get you 11 issues instead of 10.

When does my subscription end?

Your mailing-address label shows you the date of your subscription’s final issue.
For instance, if it reads “Expires 2014.02,” then this issue (February 2014) is your
last one.
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Ferry Committee Meets—With
Islanders and County
By Tom Murphy and Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Ferry Committee (GIFC) held its quarterly meeting
on December 1. Committee chair Glen
Veal announced he would not seek reelection, having served on the GIFC for
32 years, since its inception. Nominations were requested from the floor for
two open positions; none were received.
Nominations will be accepted at the
GIFC annual meeting on February 9,
at 2:30 p.m. at the Community Center
(see sidebar at right). If only one person
is nominated for each position, a formal
election will not be necessary. If two or
more people are nominated for a position, an election must be held. With a
GIFC bank balance of $5.81, funds do
not exist to support a traditional election, Veal pointed out, adding that he
has been working with Joseph Miller at
LineTime to arrange for an “electronic election,” if one is needed. The Tide
has learned that Anne Casperson will
run for reelection for her position; Carl
“Bud” Ullman intends to run for Veal’s.

Spring outage and fares

Veal announced that following a
meeting with Ferry Division Manager
Rachel Rowe, he believes the preliminary information indicates a fare increase is not necessary for 2014. He cautioned that the county commissioners
may not view the data in the same way.
Veal emphasized the importance of continuing to reinforce with the commissioners that “we are not a burden to the
county. We are actually paying our way.”
Veal reported that Rowe plans to
schedule the next ferry maintenance
outage this coming spring, partly in response to the GIFC requesting an outage when severe weather conditions are
less likely than during the last outage in
October 2012.

Support for Henry Hash

Bob Anderson suggested the GIFC
write a letter of praise regarding the
work of Henry Hash, former director of
Public Works, sending it to the county

as well as to Hash. The GIFC put this to
a vote and it passed unanimously. Veal
indicated a letter would be composed
after the holidays.

First meeting with Berentson

On January 16, the GIFC met with
Ferry Division Manager Rachel Rowe,
Interim Director of Public Works Dan
Berentson, Public Works Controller
Jim Mickel, and County Engineer Paul
Randall-Grutter. It was the first time

the GIFC has met with newly appointed Berentson, newly hired Mickel, and
Randall-Grutter.
Veal summarized the role of the
GIFC as representing the ridership of
the community and serving in an educational role for both the county and the
riders. He commended the improved
communications that have been built
over the last three years—the best in the
history of the GIFC, he concluded. He
shared hopes for continuing good relations while moving forward. On learning of Veal’s retirement, Rowe thanked
him for his work on the committee.
(continued on page 8)

Ferry Committee Annual Meeting on February 9
By Edith Walden
The Ferry Committee Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 9, at 2:30
p.m. at the Community Center.
The agenda includes a review of the 2013 ferry operations and finances and a
discussion of 2014 fares. Also slated for discussion are 2014’s planned ferry outage,
the ferry-replacement study, ticket-sale operations, and signage and radio information at the terminal. The committee’s recent meeting with county officials will also be
discussed (see article on this page).
Nominations will be accepted for two expired positions on the ferry committee.
Anne Casperson intends to run for reelection. Carl “Bud” Ullman has agreed to run for
the position Glen Veal is vacating after serving for 32 years on the Ferry Committee.
Other elected members of the committee are Allen Bush Jr., Sally Stapp-Brigham, and
Steve Orsini. If there are no further nominations, the nominees will be considered
elected. Further nominations will require a formal election.

“I have never met a realtor in my entire life who
works as hard as you and who goes so far
out of their way to help people.”
Homebuyer Bill McCarthey, 6094 West Shore Road

Karen’s clients gave her 10 out of 10 in a recent
independent customer satisfaction survey.
If you’re thinking or buying or selling on Guemes Island,
choose a top-ranking agent who lives here and knows it well!

Karen Everett
G uem es Is la nd E x pert. com

(360) 202-7373
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Major Burglary and Identity Theft Remains Unsolved
By Edith Walden
Almost $24,000 worth of jewelry
(including irreplaceable family heirlooms), computer equipment, currency,
and historic firearms were stolen from
a Holiday Hideaway residence over
Thanksgiving weekend while the fulltime residents were at a family reunion
off-island.
In addition, the thieves stole personal files and records that were kept in a
home safe, which the thieves found the
key to.
Costs of replacing important papers and documents, locks and deadbolts, and the door the thieves pried
open bring the total damages close to
$27,000—not to mention the time and
trauma of dealing with all the details
and loss, especially the items of great
sentimental value.
(The victims encourage islanders to
be sure they have identity-theft coverage
with their homeowner’s or renter’s insurance policy. Also, see the article on page
5 about safely storing your records.)

Neighbor discovers the crime

Sheriff Reichardt responds

In an interview with the Tide, Sheriff Will Reichardt was asked about his
frequent admonitions for citizens to call
911 for help and the type of response
citizens can expect on Guemes.
He again expressed a sincere desire
to have citizens call to report incidents
or suspicious activity, even if there is little that can be done. He explained that
reporting gives a better picture of the
amount of crime in an area, and reporting suspicious activity could help prevent or solve a crime.
He expects his deputies to respond
first by phone, unless the incident is in
progress. He acknowledged that deputies have some discretion in their response. In the Guemes burglary, he
agreed that the deputy “should have
come over,” and was glad that Adams
had responded.
If the report can be taken over the
phone to the citizen’s satisfaction, the
deputy will usually comply, he stated.
He also expects his deputies to listen
with sensitivity to the victim’s wishes
and needs. If the victim wants, “We’ll

make every effort to come over,” he assures, also noting that Skagit County is
1,735 square miles in area, with a population of 116,900, served by 40 uniformed patrol deputies, each with their
own vehicle.
When asked if a citizen could request that deputies patrol their property
if the caller will be away from their residence, he affirmed that they could call,
but that his office could not promise a
patrol.
“If we’re on Guemes, if we have
time, and if we remember, we will do
it,” he said, readily admitting there were
a lot of “ifs” in that statement.

Safety tips

Some commonsense precautions to
follow if you’re going to be away include
stopping your mail and newspaper or
arranging for someone to pick it up;
arranging for someone to check your
house or house-sit; being careful about
broadcasting your absence (watch those
casual conversations that can be overheard on the ferry); installing timers on
room lighting; and locking your doors.
Neighbors paying attention to activity in their neighborhood or forming
block watches are often the best form of
crime prevention.

A March to Support a Trail

edith walden

According to the sheriff’s report, on
December 2 a neighbor discovered the
break-in when checking the residents’
mail. Areas of the house had been ransacked, with cabinets, cupboards, and
drawers open and items strewn about.
The neighbor called 911. According
to the neighbor, the dispatcher gave
her the impression that the sheriff’s office would respond to the scene. She
told the Tide that Deputy Todd Adams
called her to take a phone report, and
when she asked if he was coming, he indicated that he saw no point to coming to the scene. Incredulous, she mentioned that there were firearms involved;
that seemed to motivate his arrival on
the next ferry.
The victims arrived home the next
day, and have told the Tide that they
have been getting good attention from
the sheriff’s office since their return, including retrieval of fingerprints. Regional pawn checks for the stolen items have
proved fruitless, as have other promising clues. There are currently no leads.

If you have information that would be
useful in solving the crime, please contact the sheriff’s office.

Supporters of the Guemes Ferry Trail marched on December 1 to call attention to the
benefits of the proposed multiuse trail from Schoolhouse Park to the ferry landing. From
left are Daniel Makus and his horses Zeb and Crystal, Lorrie Steele, Mary Jo Andrak, Melita
Townsend, Barbara McGuinness, Juby Fouts, and Chris Damarjian.
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Keeping Your Records Safe:
A Guide for Islanders
By Carol Steffy
Spring cleanup is an annual event
in some homes. This year a need for a
financial-storage cleanup came to my attention after I discovered a neighbor’s
house was burglarized.
Along with the stolen possessions,
information was taken that has led to
their spending hours with credit-card
and insurance companies, banks, and
government agencies trying to regenerate lost paperwork and documents.
After the deputy sheriff arrived at
the scene and assessed the situation, his
comment to me was this: “Be sure the
first thing they do is attend to the information theft: cancel credit cards, change
account numbers, regenerate important
documents of various types. Then worry
about the jewelry and other losses.”
He also mentioned that most people store their valuables in or near their
bedrooms. That got me thinking about
where I tuck things (or don’t), especially
just after moving. My storage of sensitive items was mostly in the home filing
cabinet, not even a home safe!
So I got on the computer and found
some advice written by consumer organizations, police departments, and financial institutions to help the public
get smarter about the important links to
their assets—the paper trail of cards and
numbers. Reading through the material made it clear that a few hours or days

of work could not only prevent a theft
but save the money and time it takes to
undo a theft. Every government agency charges a fee for reissuing licenses
and certificates, and the time involved is
weeks, not days or hours.
Where are your birth certificates,
marriage license, passports, mortgage
papers, vehicle keys and registrations,
current and archival tax records?
Living on an island leads some people to keep records in their homes that
otherwise would be in their neighborhood bank.

Where to store important
documents

Here’s a consensus of the online
suggestions:
• Irreplaceable signed family documents (wills, contracts): Keep with
family lawyer.
• Birth and death certificates and Social Security card: Keep in safe-deposit
box.
• Marriage licenses, adoption papers,
military records, passports, vehicle titles, divorce records, citizenship papers,
power of attorney: Keep in safe-deposit
box or home safe (with keys in a different room from safe).
• Diplomas/transcripts: Keep in
home files or safe-deposit box.
• Deeds and mortgages: Keep in safedeposit box with copies in home safe.
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• Investment documents, banking
and savings certificates: Keep in safedeposit box.
• Records of stocks and bonds:
Keep in home file with copies in
safe-deposit box.
• Records of pensions/retirement:
Keep in home file with copies in safedeposit box.
• Records of savings accounts: Keep
in home file with copies in safedeposit box.
• Extra cash, blank checks, and duplicate credit cards: Keep in home safe.
• Tax returns: Keep (or scan onto a
CD) in safe-deposit box.
• List of insurance policies, copy of
all cards in wallet, copies of wills and
trusts, and household inventory: Keep
in safe-deposit box.
For me, finding, organizing, and
placing my valuable paperwork in appropriate places of safekeeping seems
to have been time well spent; an ease of
mind is settling in. Doubling the size of
my safe-deposit box cost only $5 a year
more.
Islanders come here to have a quality of life that is not available in the
city—time for beach walks, mountain
trail hikes, gardening, and reading—so
use the rainy weather to tuck in your financial records and keep your essentials
safe.
When all your sorting is done, the
University of Minnesota Extension has a
wonderful form on which to fill in categories and locations for future reference;
see tinyurl.com/papersroadmap.
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Community Soup Supper
Community Soup Suppers, open to everyone, are held on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at
the Guemes Island Community Church. Volunteers prepare soups that are served
for free. The meal is followed at 7 p.m. by a program designed to interest islanders.
February 4: Island County Deputy Sheriff and islander Rick Norrie will talk
about how islanders can best protect their homes
and their possessions.
February 11: Tom and Juby Fouts and Gary
and Betty Curtis will share their experiences living
on boats. The Foutses lived on a sailboat for five
years and a crew boat for another five, all in Alaska. The Curtises lived for 10 years in Long Beach,
California, on a 45-foot steel schooner that Gary
designed and built.
February 18: Carol Steffy’s son Rick and his family will detail their experiences
training their service dogs Tina and Asher.
February 25: Director Dustin Johnson will describe the programs and services
offered at the Anacortes Family Center, a homeless shelter for single women and
families with children.
If you have a program idea for the Community Soup Supper, contact Carol
Steffy at islarts75@gmail.com.

Kickin’ It
At the
Woodchoppers’ Ball

Everyone got into the dancing
spirit with the lively music of
the Delta Rays (above) at 2013’s
second Woodchoppers’ Ball,
held at the Community Center
on November 30. At left, participation on the dance floor was
an all-ages affair.

•Save the Date•
Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think readers might want to know
about more than a month in advance.
••March 22: Volunteers are invited to help clean up the Guemes Island Community
Center in time for the 100th anniversary celebration.
••April 15: A 100th birthday celebration party and dance will be held in honor of the
Community Center.
••May 10: The Spring Talent Show is presented (start practicing now!).

Guemes Gold
Scholarship
Applications Available
Junior and senior high-school students who reside on Guemes Island are
eligible for Betty Crookes Guemes Gold
Scholarships. An informational meeting
for students and their parents will be
held in early February. Students will be
notified of the exact date by a member
of the scholarship committee.
The scholarships have been given
to outstanding Guemes students for
22 years. Only seniors are eligible for
the Gold Award of $1,500; seniors and
juniors may receive the $1,000 Silver
Award and the $500 Bronze Award.
For more information, contact
Janice Veal at 293-3721.

The Gathering
Lunch Menu
Guemes Connects continues to serve
lunches at the Guemes Island Community Church on Thursdays from 11:30
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Although the Gathering Lunch is held in
the Fellowship Hall at
the Church, it is an allisland social activity and
everyone is welcome.
On February 6, Lorraine Francis will serve
hot smoked-turkey
sandwiches. On February 13, Gail Messett prepares pork enchiladas. On February 20, Kathy Finks
and Dyvon Havens offer roast beef
over noodles. On February 27, Sharon
Hughlitt presents roast pork loin.
The meals are served for a suggested
donation of $4.00. Lunches for shut-ins
are available by arrangement; contact
Lorraine at 293-8364.
Chair massages are available from
Carol Park for $10 (see article on page
10). Blood-pressure checks are available
for free from 11:15 a.m. to noon.
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Skagit 911 Accidentally Tests
Alert System on Guemes
By Edith Walden
On January 22, a Skagit 911 dispatcher sent information about a request for medical assistance to emergency responders—but first accidentally
sent it to all islanders who are registered
to receive MyStateUSA notices by text
message and email about general emergencies affecting Guemes.
Skagit 911 Director Bill King told
the Tide that a dispatcher clicked a Public Signup Group icon instead of the
Guemes Fire Department Group icon
in the MyStateUSA system, accidentally sending the alert to 209 people who
are registered to receive messages about
Guemes. The error was immediately
corrected, and the alert was sent to the
Guemes Island Fire Department, who
responded to the medical call.

Register for alerts

The error turned out to be a good
test of the effectiveness of the MyStateUSA alert system that Skagit 911 uses
to notify citizens of emergencies such as
evacuation notices, hazardous materials
releases, earthquake or volcano warnings, and local policing activities (active
shooter incidents, for example). Skagit
County has a database of all “landline”
phone numbers in the county.
If you want to be notified by text
message and email, you must register
your information at skagit911.com.
You will be asked to provide an email
address and the number for your cell
phone, pager, or other communication
device. You may choose any of 21 areas
in the county and/or 19 areas in Mount
Vernon to be notified about. You can
unsubscribe at any time.
If you were registered to receive
text and email alerts for the Guemes,
Sinclair, and Cypress islands area, you
should have received a message on January 22 about a chest-pain emergency in
Holiday Hideaway, followed immediately by a message to ignore the previous
alert. If you did not receive the messages, check your registration and settings, and then call 428-3200.

New system in the works

King also announced that the county
is upgrading its notification system for
emergency responders from the current
MyStateUSA system to a new system
called HipLink. The HipLink system
will send simultaneous alerts to pagers
and cell phones of emergency responders. Those alerts will be prioritized with
phone-service providers to allow for immediate messaging rather than waiting
in a queue on a first-come, first-served
basis.
The service is being updated district by district. Dispatchers are currently being trained on the new system,
and King hopes to have the HipLink
upgrade and training completed by the
end of February.

A New Way to Gas Up

Island Blood Drive
February 8
Guemes Connects is sponsoring
a blood drive on Saturday, February
8, from 8 to 11 a.m. and from noon
to 2 p.m.
The Puget Sound Blood Center
mobile unit will again set up in the
parking area of the Guemes Island
Community Church. If you haven’t donated blood since December 15, 2013,
you are eligible to donate.
New this time is a requirement that
you present photo ID or your Puget Sound
Blood Center ID card at your appointment check in.
Appointments can be made by
contacting Juby Fouts at 293-2704,
Dyvon Havens at 293-0221, or Lorraine
Francis 293-8364. Walk-ins are welcome
and will be worked in as time allows.
For more information, contact Lorraine.
Each unit of blood collected can
benefit up to three patients who have
suffered serious injuries and burns,
need transfusions during surgeries,
or have life-threatening illnesses such
as leukemia and cancer that require
frequent transfusions.
Giving blood is safe and easy. The
actual donation takes 7 to 10 minutes;
the whole process, which includes
refreshments, takes about an hour.
Nearly 80 percent of the population will need a blood transfusion at
some time during their lives.
Thanks for rolling up your sleeve
to help.

Are You Ready for
Renewable Energy?

Consultations
with Ian Woofenden

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies
Renewable
Energy Systems

In January, the new owners of Anderson’s
General Store installed a new pump that
provides three grades of gasoline: unleaded, unleaded plus, and unleaded premium.
Diesel fuel is no longer available. The
pay-at-the-pump station is operational
24 hours a day, 7 days a week for those
using credit or debit cards.

Energy Efficient
Home Strategies
Guemes Island
Renewable Energy Tours

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

7

8

The Guemes Tide February 2014

Calling All Quilters
Courtesy Bea Cashetta

sew a pattern that
bonds the quilt top
to its backing, in an
art that has been performed by groups of
women for centuries.
Joining the group
does not require that
you be associated with
the Church. Drop-ins
are always welcome. If
you don’t care to sew,
come by for the conversation and bring
your lunch, or your
From left (standing), quilters Anne Passarelli, Rose Fraley, Peggy own handwork. Just
Pair, and Lynn Prewitt, and (seated) Bea Cashetta and Jane
getting to talk or lisRead attended a reception in their honor on December 7 at the
ten to Jane Read is
Gaches Mansion in La Conner.
worth the visit alone.
The fellowship also sponsors the anBy Edith Walden
nual pie sale (and needs pie makers) on
The Women’s Fellowship needs you.
Memorial Day weekend, plus the Fall
If you can thread a needle and sew a
Festival on Labor Day weekend. This
simple basting stitch, you can handyear the group donated $3,000 to local
quilt. (If you can’t thread a needle,
charities, including the Salvation Army,
someone will thread one for you.)
two food banks, Hospice of the NorthThe group celebrates its 100th anwest, the Anacortes Family Center, and
niversary this year. Every Wednesday,
members meet at the Church at 11 a.m. the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship fund.
to work on a quilt, socialize, and share
For more information, contact Anne
lunch. Working around a frame that
Passarelli at 299-2549.
holds a pieced quilt, the quilters hand-

SINKING AND SPILL

(continued from page 1)
hatches and access plates on the main
deck not being watertight.

Contributing factors

Further contributing factors are listed as follows.
• Poor oversight: A lone captain, inexperienced with the reconfigured vessel,
was asked to transport a heavily laden,
low-freeboard vessel through rough water with inadequately sealed hatches and
access plates.
• Insufficient personnel: The company
assigned an inexperienced captain to an
atypical vessel without assigning a deckhand to help him in case of an emergency.
• Inexperience: The captain lacked experience with the vessel, especially in its

current configuration.
• Equipment design: The engineroom hatch was not designed to be watertight and one of the aft hatches was
flush with the deck, allowing accumulated water to easily impinge on the
hatch’s faulty gasket.
• Sea state: Three- to five-foot waves
at the confluence of Guemes Channel
and Rosario Strait put water on the deck
of the Clam Digger.

Violations and remedies

The report lists possible violations
of the Revised Code of Washington, including ones that might require financial responsibilities. The DOE investigation is being referred to an enforcement
review.
The U.S. Coast Guard is conducting
its own investigation.

FERRY COMMITTEE MEETINGS
(continued from page 3)

Status report and work plan

The remainder of the meeting was
spent commenting on the drafts of the
2013 Operations Status Report and
the 2014 Ferry Operations Work Plan.
Steve Orsini spoke for the GIFC and
outlined suggested revisions, including
the following:
• Provide notations and data to help
explain expenditure increases, revenue and ridership decreases, and other
anomalies.
• Standardize graphs so that uniform
comparisons can be made.
• Use ridership data rather than the
official beginning and ending of the
peak season to schedule the addition of
a fourth crew member. Ridership generally increases after Memorial Day and
falls off after Labor Day, but the peak
season begins on May 20 and ends on
September 30.
• Address the ticketing bottleneck by
at least providing a method for the purser to run a credit-card sale in line rather
than having to return to the ticket office
for each credit transaction.
• Post informational signage further
south of the terminal to inform visitors
about the ticketing process and ferry
schedule.

The DOE makes more than 16 recommendations to American Gold Seafoods to maintain the vessel’s stability.
The recommendations focus on maintenance, training, equipment design,
emergency procedures and alarms, and
loading and sailing practices.
According to the report, representatives from American Gold Seafoods
have cooperated with the DOE investigation. The company has pledged to
conduct corrective maintenance, to no
longer put the 2,000-gallon portable
fuel tank on the vessel, to install upgraded bilge pumps and alarms, to add
a second crew member on longer trips,
and to seek a more experienced captain, preferably one who is licensed.
The Clam Digger must pass the Coast
Guard’s Fishing Vessel Safety Exam before being put back into service.
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Computer Phone-Scammers
Go After Islanders
By Nick Allison
A phone call from a friendly technician offering to solve your computer
problems might seem like a welcome
event. But it isn’t, as several islanders recently found out.
Shawn Waliser was immediately suspicious when she got such a call out of
the blue, because she almost never gives
out the phone number the call came in
on. When she asked the caller how he
had gotten it, he said it was when she
registered her Microsoft products. She
knew that wasn’t true. When she asked
again, he hung up.
Sharon Hughlitt’s experience edged
a little closer to catastrophe, averted
only by her common sense. An icon
had begun popping up on her laptop: a
picture of a smiling guy with a phone,
and a message saying her computer had
a problem and that she should call a
phone number. She didn’t. Within a few
days, the phone rang, and a man claiming to represent a company that “works
with Microsoft” described the icon and
said her computer had a virus.
Hughlitt, who makes no claim to
technical savvy, was of course concerned. She was escalated to two successive “supervisors,” one of whom induced
her to surrender her password and began controlling her laptop remotely
(“See those red lines? Each one is a virus”). Eventually they offered to fix her
problems for $189, paid on the phone
by credit card.
Hughlitt slammed on the brakes.
The laptop had only cost about $200;
plus, she says, “I would never give out
my credit-card number over the phone.
I said, ‘Are you kidding me?’ and hung
up.” Good thing—chances are she
would have seen quite a bit more than
$189 charged to her credit card.
How the scammers connected
Hughlitt’s computer with her phone
number isn’t clear; maybe the “Trojan
horse” (a kind of malicious software)
that created the pop-up warning also
penetrated her contacts list and delivered her phone number to the bad guys.

Keeping it safe

The Internet is teeming with ingenious people trying to get valuable information and/or money out of you.
Here are just a few tips to keep yourself
as safe as possible.
• Use reputable antivirus software
and make sure it’s up to date.
• If you get an unsolicited call
about your computer and security, it’s
probably not legit. Microsoft, for instance, does not call people.
If the caller claims to be from a company you’ve heard of (like Microsoft),
end the call and phone the company
yourself—to confirm that the call is for
real, or (more likely) to report the fraud.
If the caller provides you with an unfamiliar company name, and perhaps
even a website to visit, remember that
websites are easy to fake. Do some research (like a Google search) to look for
reports of scams involving that company
name, and don’t give out a password,
account number, or any other sensitive
information.
• Never click a link in an email
from a friend unless you are absolutely sure the message is really from
them. Look for clues—does the writing “sound” like the sender? (For instance, when I receive an email from
my highly literate sister with the subject
line “AWESOME LINK,” I know something’s fishy.) If you have any doubt at
all, contact the sender personally to see
if the mail is from them.
• Never click a link in an email
from a stranger or a business unless
you have some very sound reason to
expect that business to be sending you
a link.
Most businesses will not (and should
not) ask you to click a link in an email.
Instead, they might direct you to visit
their website and sign in securely. There
is a very, very slim chance such an email
is legitimate—but it isn’t worth the risk
of having your identity, credit card, or
bank account stolen.
• Don’t give out confidential information. If you receive an email or
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phone call requesting that you supply
a password, Social Security number, or
other confidential data, it’s almost certainly fake. Again, a properly run business will send an email directing you to
visit their website and sign in securely.
• Look carefully for clues. An email
that’s seemingly from a reputable business—such as your bank, UPS, or a
credit-card company—may look very
convincing, complete with corporate
logo, a URL (web address) that incorporates the company name, and so on.
But look closely. Are there grammatical or typographical errors? Is the return
address almost like the real company’s
URL, but not quite (like “ysmallbusiness
@yahoo.com”)? If the return address
looks legitimate, “hover” your pointer
over it without clicking; do you see a
different address?
• Get expert help. If you have any
suspicion that your computer’s security
has been compromised, ask a tech-savvy
friend for help or call a reputable mobile
tech-support company.
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GIFD Responds 55
Times in 2013
During 2013, your dedicated
neighbors who volunteer with the
Guemes Island Fire Department responded to 34 calls for medical assistance, 2 calls for water rescues, and 19
fire calls, of which 3 were false alarms.
There were no calls for hazard
investigations or for motor vehicle accidents in 2013. The total of 55 calls is
3 fewer than in 2012.

Carol Park: Body Unraveler
edith walden
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Bosworth Appointed to
Cemetery District
By Edith Walden
In January, Gerry Bosworth was appointed to fill an open seat for cemetery
commissioner that had been vacated by
Fred Sievers. He will fill it until the next
election in 2015.
“It’s a unique situation for an island
this size to have its own cemetery,” Bosworth told the Tide. “Being a commissioner seemed kind of interesting, and
it’s with a good bunch of people.”
That “good bunch of people” consists of newly elected commissioner
Adam Veal, commissioner Dixon Elder,
and secretary/treasurer Angie Veal.

Carol Park gives a chair massage to a customer at the Holiday Bazaar.

By Edith Walden
In 2000, longtime islander Carol
Park was ready to leave her job on
Guemes at Island International Artists,
where she had worked organizing shipping and art orders. Her friend Jenny
Swift suggested that she learn massage
therapy. She liked the idea.
For 10 months, Carol commuted
4 days a week to the Spectrum Center
School of Massage in Lake Stevens—
a 4-hour daily commute. She invested
$6,000 in her education, completed the
required 100 hours of massage service to
the community, and became a licensed
massage practitioner.
As she enters her 13th year as a mas-

sage therapist, she’s still pleased with her
choice. “It was a very personal journey.
I had to learn to heal my own body and
then learn how to teach people how to
feel better in their bodies,” she explains.
“Massage therapists can go anywhere,
and I’m always learning.” As she was
building her practice, she continued
her studies, taking all the prenursing requirements at Skagit Valley College.
Now Carol practices at 1010 5th
Street, above the Scott Milo Gallery in
Anacortes. And you can find her every
Thursday from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15
p.m. at the Gathering Lunches at the
Guemes Island Community Church,
where she gives chair massages at a reduced rate: $10 for 15 minutes. “It’s
my friends-and-neighbors special, my
‘kama’aina discount’—my way of giving
to the island,” she says.
“The older we get, the more we need
work on our bodies,” she advises. “Massage produces an antiinflammatory response for the whole body. I enjoy helping unravel people’s bodies.”
She also gives chair massages on
Tuesdays at the Anacortes Senior Activity Center, at Education Services on
Wednesdays, and with the Samish tribe
on Fridays, and she’s at the Anacortes
Saturday Market. If you’d like to have
your body unraveled, you can call to
make an appointment at 420-0703. A
one-hour massage is $60; one and a half
hours costs $75.
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The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When

What

Time

Where

Contact

Feb. 1, Sat.

Labyrinth Work Party
Library open
Church Council
Church Service

2:00 - 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00 pm
8:00 am
9:30 am

Church
Library
Church
Church

Lynn Prewitt 588-8320
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yadi Young 293-9271
Yadi Young 293-9271

Feb. 2, Sun.
Groundhog
Day
Feb. 3, Mon.

Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles Study Group
6:30 - 8:00 pm
4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
GIPAC
6:00 pm
Church
Allen Bush Jr. 293-7439
Feb. 4, Tues.
Brown Bag Book Club
1:30 pm
M. Kooiman's
Connie Snell 705-3589
Community Soup Supper: Deputy Sheriff
6:00 pm
Church
Carol Steffy 206-661-1161
Rick Norrie - Protecting Your Home
Feb. 5, Wed.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Feb. 6, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Hot Turkey Sandwich
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Library Board
7:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Feb. 7, Fri.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation
8:00 - 10:00 am
7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Feb. 8, Sat.
GIPOA Board Meeting
9:30 am
Library
Howard Pellett 293-8128
Blood Drive
8:00 am - 2:00 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Labyrinth Work Party
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Church
Lynn Prewitt 588-8320
Library open
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Feb. 9, Sun.
Church Service
9:30 am
Church
Yadi Young 293-9271
Ferry Committee Annual Meeting
2:30 pm
Hall
Glen Veal 293-3721
Feb. 10, Mon.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Nidra Yoga Meditation
9:15 am
Church
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Historical Society
7:30 pm
Church
Carol Deach 708-2726
Library Book Club
8:00 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Feb. 11, Tues.
Community Soup Supper: The Foutses and 6:00 pm
Church
Carol Steffy 206-661-1161
Curtises - Living on Boats
Knitting Night
7:00 pm
Pellett's
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Fire Commissioners Meeting
7:00 pm
Fire Hall
Chip Bogosian 293-2760
Feb. 12, Wed.
Strength-Building Group
7:30 - 8:15 am
Church
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
11:00 am
Church
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
Library
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Hall
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Feb. 13, Thu.
Gathering Lunch: Pork Enchiladas
11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Men's Book Club
7:00 pm
Church
George Meekins 840-9391
All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar
When
Feb. 14, Fri.
Valentine's
Day
Feb. 15, Sat.
Feb. 16, Sun.
Feb. 17, Mon.
Presidents'
Day

Feb. 18, Tues.
Feb. 19, Wed.

Feb. 20, Thu.
Feb. 21, Fri.

Feb. 22, Sat.
Feb. 23, Sun.
Feb. 24, Mon.

Feb. 25, Tues.

Feb. 26, Wed.

Feb. 27, Thu.
Feb. 28, Fri.

What
Strength-Building Group
Meditation
Library open
Labyrinth Work Party
Library open
Church Service
Strength-Building Group
Nidra Yoga Meditation
Library open
A Course in Miracles Study Group
Yoga
Library Book Club
Community Soup Supper: The Steffy
Family - Dogs in Service
Strength-Building Group
Men's Breakfast
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
Library open
Yoga
Gathering Lunch: Roast Beef over Noodles
GICCA
Strength-Building Group
Meditation
Library open
Labyrinth Work Party
Library open
Church Service
Strength-Building Group
Nidra Yoga Meditation
Library open
Cemetery Committee
Yoga
Community Soup Supper: Dustin Johnson,
Director of Anacortes Family Center
Knitting Night
Strength-Building Group
Women's Fellowship/Quilting
Library open
Yoga
Gathering Lunch: Roast Pork Loin
Strength-Building Group
Meditation
Library open

February 2014

Time
7:30 - 8:15 am
8:00 - 10:00 am
2:00 - 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00 pm
9:30 am
7:30 - 8:15 am
9:15 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
8:00 pm
6:00 pm

Where
Church
7133 Glencoe Ln
Library
Church
Library
Church
Church
Church
Library
4709 S Shore Dr
Hall
Library
Church

Contact
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Jon Prescott 929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Lynn Prewitt 588-8320
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yadi Young 293-9271
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cleo Buffiouu 466-1382
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Carol Steffy 206-661-1161

7:30 - 8:15 am
8:00 am
11:00 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
11:30 am - 12:15 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 - 8:15 am
8:00 - 10:00 am
2:00 - 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00 pm
9:30 am
7:30 - 8:15 am
9:15 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
6:00 pm

Church
Church
Church
Library
Hall
Church
Hall
Church
7133 Glencoe Ln
Library
Church
Library
Church
Church
Church
Library
Fire Hall
Hall
Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Bob Prescott 588-8206
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Julie Pingree 293-2296
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Jon Prescott 929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Lynn Prewitt 588-8320
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yadi Young 293-9271
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Anne Jackets 293-0530
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Dixon Elder 293-8935
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Carol Steffy 206-661-1161

7:00 pm
7:30 - 8:15 am
11:00 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm
6:30 - 8:00 pm
11:30 am - 12:15 pm
7:30 - 8:15 am
8:00 - 10:00 am
2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Pellett's
Church
Church
Library
Hall
Church
Church
7133 Glencoe Ln
Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Carol Pellett 293-8128
Sue Gwost 293-5708
Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Jon Prescott 929-6996
Carol Pellett 293-8128

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).

edith walden
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Island Youth Share MountainSchool Experiences

Jim O’Neil Champions
Senior Activity Center

lustrating the beauty of
the natural setting. They
highlighted the hikes,
games, and great food,
and the playfulness and
skill of the counselors.
Both parents, who attended as chaperones,
were amazed at the dedication of the staff and
the total involvement
with nature in this pristine setting. The children
spent most of each day
outside and even went
on night hikes.
Paula Tsitsiragos
spoke about the lifechanging experiences
Anna Prewitt (left) and Danni-Lynn Snell presented reports
her daughters Stella and
on Mountain School at Community Soup Supper.
Nota have had during
their participation in the Institute’s
By Connie Snell
programs.
On January 14, the folks at ComIsland View Elementary School and
munity Soup Supper were regaled with
Mount Erie Elementary School in Anathe adventures of island youth who atcortes have committed to sending every
tended the three-day Mountain School
fifth grader to Mountain School each
at the North Cascades Institute. Anna
fall for the foreseeable future. Mountain
Prewitt and her father, David Prewitt,
School is one of the many ways the Inshared their respective experiences, as
stitute promotes environmental educadid Danni-Lynn Snell and her mother,
tion by providing opportunities for chilOlivia Snell.
Both girls had wonderful pictures il- dren to fall in love with nature.

By Don Passarelli
On December 18, Jim O’Neil, current president of the Anacortes Senior
Activity Center Foundation Board,
spoke to the Men’s Breakfast group
about the many services available to residents of Anacortes and Guemes Island
at the Anacortes Senior Activity Center.
The center provides a comfortable
place to relax, read, play cards, get computer instruction and troubleshooting
help, and take a variety of classes, including art, music, and creative writing. A ukulele group meets there and is
open to anyone who would like to learn
to play. There are opportunities to volunteer, special entertainment programs,
bus trips to interesting places, and
health and fitness programs, including
chronic-condition support groups,
and services to provide flu shots, bloodpressure checks, and toenail care.
On weekdays, lunch is available (including a main course, vegetable, salad,
dessert, and drink) from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. A donation of $3.50 to
$5.50 is suggested.
A free monthly newsletter details the
center’s activities and services. The newsletter and monthly calendar and menu
are available on the center’s website at
skagitseniors.org. The center is located
at 1701 22nd Street and is open from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday,
except on holidays. Anyone aged 50 and
over is welcome to attend.

Tide Now Available
at Watermark
Book Company
Beginning with the February issue,
Watermark Book Company, at 612
Commercial Avenue in Anacortes, will
carry issues of the Guemes Tide for sale.
The well-loved independent bookstore is frequented by many Guemians,
some of whom also purchase the Sunday edition of the New York Times there
(the Tide will be in good company).
Their friendly and knowledgeable staff
includes islander Barbara Hoenselaar.
Copies of the Tide are also available at the Guemes Island Resort and
Anderson’s General Store on the island.

County Updates
Its Website
The Skagit County website, at
skagitcounty.net, was updated on January 28. Along with a new look, a key
improvement is the ability to use the
iMap tool on browsers other than
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer.
The iMap tool provides graphical
views of the county, including topographic maps and aerial photography.
It is especially useful for researching
property information. It will now run
on Google Chrome, Firefox, and Safari
browsers, with increased speed, according to Skagit County Senior Applications Developer John Holmes.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)
Bettie Rae Woolworth turns 3 on
February 3.
Felix Edmunds turns 82 on February 14.
Logan Peterson turns 13 on February 16.
Adam Bosch turns 10 on February 19.
Henry Greenlaw turns 4 on February 21.
Lalon McLean turns 9 on February 24.
Katherine Butler turns 13 on February 26.
On February 28, Casey Funk turns 16
and Jacksen Greenlaw turns 2.
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Courtesy City of Olympia Art in Public Places Program

Leo Osborne
Sculpture Wins Award

Rainforest Dream was popular in Olympia.
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An Engineer’s Invention Helps Save South Shore Road
By Win Anderson
steel “spiders.” These are surrounded by
It was a tricky problem, but in the
plantings of native Nootka roses, which
end, they nailed it. Literally.
Aziz says will interlock their roots with
Twenty years ago, when Skagit
the spider legs, forming a biomechanical
County engineers began studying the
slope-face retention system. And below
menacing bank erosion at 6239 South
that, at the high tide line, stands a small
Shore Road, little did they know that an army of “scour mitigation posts”—short
elegant solution was percolating in the
steel I-beam piles designed to disrupt
mind of a young geotechnical engineer
wave vortices, which Aziz likens to minfrom Afghanistan working in Alaska.
iature horizontal water tornadoes.
It would take
those 20 years for
the concept to be
perfected—just
in time to save
that 130-foot
stretch of slumping bank and
pavement without moving the
roadway inland a
single foot—and
without “armoring” the shoreline.
Inventor
Enayat Aziz calls
the system a
Enayat Aziz (center) checks spiral-nail hammering progress as
“groutless/conInterwest Construction workers make adjustments. Part of the steel
creteless spiralwire-truss system can be seen in the foreground.
nail system.” His
research and collaboration with the UniAll elements of the system (which
versity of Washington School of Engiare also used for foundation support in
neering resulted in what is considered
construction) were hatched in the mind
a far superior alternative to the type of
of Aziz. Yet he presented the patent
“borehole soil nailing” common since
and manufacturing rights for the spiral
the 1990s.
nails to the Hilfiker Company for $1 in
When you look at the finished
memory of his friend Art Hilfiker, who
product now, all you will see is a sheer
died in a diving accident at the age of
6-foot-plus-or-minus caged gravel wall.
27. The engineering and design for use
Beneath that façade and running unof the system is in the public domain.
der the road are dozens of spiral nails—
Aziz profits only from consulting, drawtwisted, galvanized, square steel tubes.
ing plans, and writing technical specifiThey are made from pipe extruded
cations, as he did for Skagit County.
to form helical spiral ribs by a coldAziz is ethnic Pashtun, born and
forming process designed for incredible
raised in southern Afghanistan. He iniholding power. Attached to their ends is tially studied engineering at the Univera wire-truss wall system engaging load
sity of Kabul. He arrived in the United
transfer, similar to how a suspension
States at age 17 under a student exbridge works, says Aziz.
change program and has degrees in geoOn the bank below, now covered by
logical and geotechnical engineering.
a grassy straw mat, are additional spiral
More information is on the AZIZ
nails topped off with umbrella-shaped
Engineering website (aziznw.com).

win anderson

By Edith Walden
Last fall, the City of Olympia announced that a sculpture by islander Leo Osborne had won the Percival
Plinth Peoples’ Choice Award. Beginning last June, 12 sculptures by local
and regional artists were exhibited on
platforms (plinths) along Percival Landing, the waterfront park and tourist destination in downtown Olympia.
During the summer, visitors voted for their favorite sculpture. Rainforest Dream, a bronze sculpture by
Leo Osborne, gathered the most votes.
The City of Olympia will purchase the
sculpture, and in June will move it from
Percival Landing to install it at City
Hall for a year. Rainforest Dream will
then be moved to a permanent location
in a public art space. The sculpture is
the first to be installed at City Hall.

Bank Bailout
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nick allison

Chamber Concert Offers Winter Delights
music from a variety of composers.
Those most familiar to the audience
included Wolfgang Mozart, Joseph Haydn, and
Victor Herbert.
The program
began with a duet
for violin and
cello by a lesserknown composer,
Tommaso Giordani (1730–1806),
from Naples. The
duet was melodious, setting the
Lloyd Smith (left) and series organizer Karie Prescott regale listeners stage for more
at the chamber-music concert on December 22.
festive music to
come.
Among the interesting notes from
By Holiday Matchett
the historian of the quartet, Lloyd
On December 22, two nights after
Smith, was the mysterious origin of the
the beautiful silent snow on Guemes,
the Guemes Island Chamber Music Fes- String Quartet in F Major, op. 3, No.
5. It was allegedly composed and pubtival winter concert took listeners on
lished by Haydn (1749–1802), but rea sleigh ride—almost literally so durcent research indicates it was actually
ing “Sleigh Ride,” by Frederick Delius
composed by some other unacknowl(1862–1934), as special guest Nicholas
edged musician and slipped in by the
Bean helped paint the audio scene with
publisher. Whoever the composer, this
sleigh bells. Inspired by Edvard Grieg,
Delius portrays a couple in love, behind piece of music is delightful and contains
a team of horses on a sled, blades scrap- memorable tunes.
Mozart’s String Quartet in C Maing on the snow and ice, tempo changjor, written in 1772, showcased Nancy
ing, in an Edwardian romance.
Bean’s impeccable strength and sense of
The quartet of Nancy Bean and Datempo as she led the ensemble.
vid Bean on violins, Karie Prescott on
The second movement allowed
viola, and Lloyd Smith on cello providshadowy peekaboo action to introduce
ed islanders and visitors an opportunity
the cello, building tension with minor
to settle into three centuries of seasonal

chords. The listeners’ reward was an exciting presto final movement.
Victor Herbert, a humorous and
clever American composer, was highlighted in “Romany Life” from the 1898
Broadway operetta The Fortune Teller.
“We Wish You a Merry Christmas,”
an old English carol, was a brisk and familiar closer, designed to send the musicians and listeners on their way to figgy
pudding—or at least to beverages and
homemade cookies.

Help Build a
Permanent Labyrinth
Last June, labyrinth expert Betty
Hawkins came to Guemes to install a
temporary labyrinth on the back lawn of
the Guemes Island Community Church
for a special labyrinth service. The
labyrinth was open to the public and
remained in use through August.
It was so well received that Church
members have decided to install a permanent labyrinth for use by the entire
community.
With help from labyrinth designer
Myra Ryneheart, owner of the Laughing Flower Labyrinth and Landscape
Company in Bellingham, a site has been
selected in a forested grove between
the Church and the Community Center.
Every Saturday in February, from 2
to 4 p.m., volunteers will gather to help
clear the site for the installation. The
work includes clearing brush, removing
rocks, and transplanting ferns. Bring
gloves, pruners, shovels, and good
energy to help build the landmark in
honor of the 100th anniversary of the
Community Center and the Church.
For more information, contact Lynn
Prewitt, Labyrinth Committee chair, at
ldap@theredfarmhouse.com or 5888320. Other members of the committee
are Norm Prewitt, Kathy Finks, Linda
Donato, Carol Steffy, and Yadi Young.

Notice

Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting,
February 11, 2014,
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.
Public welcome.
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Above: When the long effort to save the
Demopolous property seemed hopeless,
Delphine Haley stepped in. Right: Patsy
Collins celebrates the purchase and conservation of the Peach Preserve.

Long before there was a “Save the
Mountain” campaign, there was the far
more ambitious and difficult crusade to
“Save the Marsh.” The struggle to preserve the idyllic 43-acre no-bank waterfront/forest parcel then known as “the
Demopoulos property” had been championed by Ferdi Businger as early as the
mid-1980s. By the turn of the 21st cen(ADVERTISEMENT)

Landscape Designer
Available

Bob Anderson has retired
from Seattle client work and is
concentrating locally on Guemes
and Anacortes landscape design.
He is now available for consulting,
and helping neighbors renew
existing yards or imagine new
gardens. “Cottage” gardens,
thematic approaches, terracing,
hardscapes, artifacts, and NW
plantings. Gardens on view at
6966 Holiday Blvd. by appt. Call
293-3770 for a 1-hour initial idea
session. References.

tury, the family owners had given up on
a community effort to save it from development. It was on the precipice of a
private sale. The small, tired band of advocates was about to throw in the towel.
Then Delphine Haley stepped up
her efforts with a plan to put the campaign on the front burner and turn up
the heat. Was it the glass of wine that
tipped the scales? That was Delphine’s
tongue-in-cheek implication when I

asked her about Priscilla “Patsy” Bullitt
Collins’s decision to part with $1.5 million for the island treasure. The sum was
enough to buy the property and set up a
program within the San Juan Preservation Trust to monitor conservation and
use under public ownership.
Of course, it wasn’t just wine on the
table when Delphine laid out the proposal to her longtime friend and heir to
the KING-TV fortune. I can picture her
turning on that beguiling smile as she
unloaded reams of research compiled
by herself, Businger, Ann Magnano, attorney Joe Gaffney (working pro bono),
and representatives of the trust.
It didn’t hurt that Collins had for
years viewed the south-shore jewel from
afar on state-ferry trips. She considered
the unblemished waterfront and wooded uplands a magnificent and appropriate gateway to the greater San Juans.
“Consider (this) recycling the
KING-TV newsroom,” she said with a
chuckle.
And consider this: had the private
deal gone through, there could now be
as many as 10 residences there, along
with the requisite number of keep out
signs.
Delphine died last December 7 (see
her obituary on page 20). Her friend
Patsy died in 2003.
Next time you crack open a bottle
of good chardonnay, I suggest you raise
a glass in a salute of honor to these two
remarkable women.

Historical Meetings Cover Early Families
By Carol Deach
The Guemes Island Historical Society would like to thank everyone for supporting the Holiday Bazaar on November 30. Congratulations to the raffle winners:
Carolyn Anderson, hat and scarf; Marla Olson, baby blanket; and Ryan Myall, leather
canteen.
At our January meeting we covered the Matthews family, the island’s first permanent settlers. Matthews descendants spread throughout the island in the late 19th
century from the homestead where Win and Elaine Anderson live now.
The family patriarch was James Finley Matthews (1831–1891). He was born in
Virginia and traveled to the Washington Territory. He married Catherine, maiden
name unknown, whose father was a member of the Klallam tribe. After his death, she
resided on the Lummi reservation. A partial family tree was presented.
Needless to say, the Matthewses were one of the most influential early families
on Guemes. Persons with an interest or with additional knowledge are welcome to
any monthly meeting, second Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the Church.
At the February 10 meeting, the topic will be the Penter family, and at the following meeting, on March 10, we will be covering the Wootens.
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Holiday Dinner Packs the Hall
holiday matchett

musicianship, and
artistic ambience
created a festive evening for all. Even
the volunteer cleanup crew seemed to
be having a good
time.
Children were
entertained at the
Church for an hour
before dinner by
Kathy Finks, Hazel
Ford, Julie Hopkins,
and Carol Steffy,
From left, Anne Casperson, Julie Pingree, and Lorraine Francis
who assisted youngserve islanders at the Holiday Dinner.
sters in assembling
cardboard moose, painting a colorful
By Holiday Matchett
rainbow, decorating cookies (donated by
On December 14, the Community
Lorraine Francis), and participating in a
Center was packed with islanders and
their families enjoying the annual Holi- variety of art activities. Sally Balmer and
Holiday Matchett assisted.
day Dinner. Fun, fellowship, and food
The Community Center outdoor
were the dinner fare for about 115 peolights and indoor tree decorated by the
ple. The combination of excellent orGuemes Island Fire Department alerted
ganizing and publicity by Yadi Young;
the professional preparation of the food the community in advance that fun was
on the agenda. Toni Schmokel’s indoor
by Lorraine Francis, Julie Pingree, and
decorations brought the lively outdoors
Anne Casperson; the variety of dozens
inside. The scent of 51 pounds of perof potluck donations; and the singing,
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fectly prepared turkey, 21 pounds of
ham, 45 pounds of potatoes with delicious gravy, and fresh coffee brought islanders through the doors.
Tables and chairs were positioned
as close to each other as possible by the
Ferry Committee to encourage fellowship and to accommodate the crowd.
The dulcet music from islanders Dan
Burnett, Brenda Griffin, Adam and
Angie Veal, and Jeff Winston provided
harmony.
Beverages were provided by CERT
(Community Emergency Response
Team) and Guemes Island Library volunteers, and the meat and potatoes were
donated by the Guemes Island Community Church. Cleanup and dishwashing was provided by Guemes Island
Property Owners Association members,
Guemes Island Community Council
Association board members, and eager
volunteers.
Mr. and Mrs. Claus made their yearly visit to the Guemes children, who
shared their wishes with Santa very confidentially. Santa’s gifts to the children
this year were specially wrapped books
and bags of chocolate coins.
It was a festive occasion—a night to
remember for all.

Holiday Bazaar a Grand Success

Heavenly Care, Inc.
Adult Family Home
for Seniors
• Personal Care
• Registered Nurse on Staff
• Memory Care
• Medication Administration
• Activities
• Meal Preparation
• Laundry & Cleaning
• Hospice

7055 Holiday Boulevard
(360) 299-8584
HeavenlyCareInc@hotmail.com

WA State Lic # 752144

edith walden

There was a good turnout of vendors and shoppers for the Holiday Bazaar on
November 30. The annual event, hosted by the Guemes Island Historical Society,
drew 36 vendors of crafts and specialty food products of many kinds. Vendor manager Janice Veal reports that vendors were happy with their sales.
The event generated over $1,200 to benefit the society, which recently launched
a building campaign to fund a museum for the island. The proceeds include sales
of the 2014 historical
calendar that featured
Guemes events (which
sold out), and mugs
celebrating a variety of
modes of water transportation that have been
used by inhabitants of
Guemes across the ages.
(Mugs are still available
for $8.00; contact Bob
Anderson at 293-3770.)
Kudos to Carol
Deach, who designed
and spearheaded the calendar, for her effort and Kelly and Audrey Bush display hand-sewn items at the
Holiday Bazaar.
the calendar’s success.
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A Ta s t e

of Guemes

Elaine Anderson: What Does Guemes Taste Like?

A Market vision

Elaine and Win opened Anderson’s
General Store in 1998 (they sold it last
fall to Terran and Michelle Reneau).
Elaine says, “It sounds silly, but we
love, love, love the Pike Place Market
and wanted that wonderful feeling on
the island.
“When I was a child you could see
the pilings of the docks where the Mosquito Fleet would pick up farmers and
their produce and deliver them at the
market in Seattle. You can still see the
broken remnants of the old docks if
you know where to look.”
But their vision of food and retail
started long before they came to
Guemes Island.
Born in Denver, Elaine grew up in
north Kitsap County, near Poulsbo. She
and Win met as journalism students
at the University of Washington, both
graduating in 1961. They married that
same year.

Jon Nesvig

By Karen Everett
When I first called Elaine Anderson
to ask her to be interviewed for this article, she said “No!” and basically hung
up on me (she was busy making dinner). I had to call in Win, her husband,
for some gentle arm-twisting.
After she agreed, I was about to ask
her for the recipe for her famous cinnamon rolls. But she beat me there, stating
the requirement: “Do not ask me about
cinnamon rolls!”
As many islanders know, Elaine may
be shy, but she is the creator of the best
cinnamon rolls ever. Those weekend
treats have been insanely popular at the
Store for 15 years (Diane Murray is still
making them there on occasion). They
could have funded a startup company
all by themselves.
But Elaine always insisted: only one,
or maybe two, to a customer. Why? She
replies, “It was just a pitiful attempt to
satisfy everyone. We had regular island
customers asking for rolls just after some
big shot from Seattle had bought every
roll in sight.”

Elaine relaxes in the Store’s courtyard in
2011 during a rare out-of-bakery moment.
She was the primary baker for 15 years.

In 1972, the couple bought an abandoned Tacoma firehouse and started
their first gamble, Engine House No. 9,
a restaurant and bar that featured delicatessen tacos. It was a hit! The young
couple “lived above the firehouse with
little Charlotte and little Neil,” reminisces Elaine.
The Anderson family moved to
Guemes in 1977. “I was pleasantly reminded of Poulsbo, although there were
far fewer Norwegians,” Elaine notes
wryly.
“When we bought our second 20
acres from Henry Hammill,” she recalls,

“we inherited some of his cows. . . . We
patched up our fences and ate our way
through the herd. It took several years. I
must have a couple of dozen recipes using ground beef.”
Currently, though, Elaine and Win
are entering their third year of a mostly
vegetarian diet. “Win’s cholesterol level
wasn’t helped by a statin drug,” Elaine
reports. “His doctor suggested a change
in diet might help.”
She adds, “We eat more fruits and
vegetables now, whole grains, and so
forth. I didn’t really think the diet
would work, but it did! The difference
in Win’s cholesterol levels has been
amazing. I think a lot of older people
are eating like this now.
“I would like to read comments
from islanders who have tried diets to
treat specific health problems.”

A Guemes cuisine?

“I would like to challenge islanders
to create a Guemes cuisine,” Elaine says.
“Places have flavors. What does Guemes
taste like?
“When we moved here in 1977,
the resident hippies were pickling kelp.
Looked awful but I respected the effort.
This fall I made jelly from the wild Pacific crabapples and another jelly from
rose hips. Years ago I made rose-petal
wine. . . .
“Guemes Island flavor must include
cedar, Doug fir, and pine, but—what
could you do with them?”
I like her challenge. What does
Guemes taste like? Please share your
ideas at karenguemes@gmail.com.

Tuscan Oven-Baked Polenta
“This doesn’t sound as though it will work, but it does!” says Elaine. “And it’s a
miracle.” Experiment with the quantities for your kind of cornmeal and your desired
texture. Elaine recommends the old-fashioned Albers brand cornmeal, because the
granules are the same size.
3½ to 6 c. liquid (water or stock)
1½ to 2½ tsp. salt

1 c. cornmeal
1 tsp. to 1 T. olive oil

Preparation: Heat oven to 350 degrees. Oil the inside of a heat-proof three-quart
skillet. Add ingredients to skillet and stir. (Cornmeal will sink to bottom of pan). Place
uncovered pan in oven. After 40 minutes, stir polenta and return to oven for another
10 minutes. Remove pan from oven and let sit at room temperature for 5 minutes.
Serving: If you want soft polenta, this is ready to serve. Otherwise, rinse a loaf
pan with cold water and immediately pour in warm polenta. Chill in pan; polenta
unmolds beautifully and can be sliced for frying or baking.
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Local History
Is Made
Available Online

Birders, Few in Number, Make the Count

elizabeth ockwell

By Holiday Matchett and Nick Allison
Birders in Skagit County first participated in the National Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count in 1973,
and—although a few years were missed
in the 1970s—they have done so every
year since 1980.
In the count, volunteers spend the
day counting all the avian species and
individual birds they can see or hear.
The Padilla Bay “count circle,” which
includes most of Guemes Island as well
as a large swath of the Skagit Valley, saw
a peak of 83 participants in 2004; this
year there were 68.
Exactly how many have participated on the island is not recorded for every year, but the Tide recently received
a handwritten bird-count report from
1998 by Betty Crookes. Along with
lovely sketches by her daughter, Elizabeth Ockwell, and some characteristic
Crookesian humor (“Valiant Counters

Above: Among the 53 species seen on
Guemes during the count was the rubycrowned kinglet. Below left: In 1998, Betty
Crookes created a handwritten and -drawn
newsletter about the count.

Defy Rain, High Tides, and Christmas
Hangovers”), the document reports that
35 birders roamed the island on December 26.
This year, on December 28, six indomitable volunteers braved cloudy,
rainy, misty weather to be part of the
count: islanders Dyvon Havens and Bob
and Holiday Matchett and off-islanders
Brenda Cunningham, Kathleen Kaska,
and Tim Manns.
The number of species identified was
53 (vs. 59 in 2012 and 73 in 1998) and
the individual birds numbered 1,206
(vs. 1,317 in 2012 and 3,710 in 1998).
The dominant species by number
this year was the American crow at 164
individuals, followed by the dark-eyed
junco at 135 and the European starling at 110. In 1998, dark-eyed juncoes
led the list at 577, with American crows
fifth at 216.

Pastor Sally Balmer Accepts Permanent Position
On January 12, the congregation of Guemes Island Community Church unanimously called acting pastor Sally Balmer to fill the position of pastor for the Church
on a permanent basis. Balmer accepted. “I’m honored, thrilled, and looking forward to
sharing some of life on Guemes and our discoveries yet to come,” she told the Tide.
The Church is affiliated with the United Church of Christ (UCC). Reverend Balmer
previously served as part-time pastor of Pilgrim Congregational UCC in Anacortes,
where she resides. She attended the Vancouver School of Theology in British Columbia, and has served as pastor in Oakland, Suquamish, and Seattle.
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Two online websites give you access
to lots of Guemes history without leaving home.
Ever wonder who is buried where at
Edens Cemetery? A map of plots and
those presently interred or memorialized is available at the Edens Cemetery
website sccd3.us. You can also find a list
of the interred or honored, along with
their birth and death dates.
A list of those who have purchased
plots is also available, in addition to a
list of veterans, current plot prices and
rules, minutes and records from cemetery commissioners’ meetings and actions, and contact information.
The Anacortes Museum website has
20,000 records and photographs available online, including the extensive collection of photographs from the Wallie
Funk Collection.
Visit museum.cityofanacortes.org
and click the photograph of Wallie
Funk to view the trove of photographs
and images.

Guemes Island
Library Board
Seeks a Secretary
The Guemes Island Library Board
currently has an open position for a volunteer secretary.
The position includes attending
monthly meetings (excluding July, August, and December), taking minutes of
those meetings and distributing them by
email, and various other duties.
The hardworking Library board
members maintain materials in the Library, coordinate volunteers, facilitate
the annual Dog Island Run, and keep
the Library open on a regular schedule.
For more information, or to apply
to join the capable, diverse, and friendly
group of board members, contact Carol
Pellett at cpellett95@gmail.com or 2938128.
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• in memoriam •

Delphine Haley

Timothy LeMaister

Delphine Delacroix Haley, one of
Guemes Island’s preservation heroes, died
December 7, 2013, in
Seattle. She had been
a part-time resident
of West Shore Road
since the early 1980s.
“Dede,” as friends
knew her, was born
in 1935 to Andrew
and Delphine Haley
in Washington, D.C.
She attended Holy
Cross High School and earned a degree in French literature
from Rosemont College in Pennsylvania. She worked for the
Renault Automobile Company until 1962, when she moved
to Seattle. There, she struck up a relationship with the Bullitt
family of the KING broadcasting empire.
When Harriet Bullitt founded the nature magazine Pacific
Search, Delphine became a field correspondent, which led to
writing assignments for a host of related publications such as
Defenders of Wildlife, Science Digest, and Pacific Northwest Sea.
The acclaimed book Seabirds of Eastern North Pacific and Arctic Waters, which she edited, earned her the Washington Governor’s Writers Award.
The capstone of her writing career was her biography of
the Bullitt family matriarch entitled Dorothy Stimson Bullitt:
An Uncommon Life. This nuanced portrait of the extraordinary woman who had made such an impact on Seattle history
earned Delphine accolades from critics as well as the public.
Delphine’s relationship with the outdoors and the animals she studied remained a key element throughout her life.
In the 1970s she built a log cabin on Mowgli Island in British Columbia, a perfect outlook for observing migrating orcas and other wildlife. Later she bought property on Guemes’s
West Shore and divided her time between the island and her
Portage Bay houseboat.
Her most remarkable accomplishment on Guemes was the
part she played in saving the storied Demopoulos Marsh, off
South Shore Drive, from development. A campaign to preserve the 43 waterfront acres was stalling when Delphine and
others prepared a proposal that convinced Seattle patron Priscilla “Patsy” Bullitt Collins to commit $1.5 million toward
the purchase, along with a program for its use. (See “Beachcombing,” page 16, for more on this tale.)
Survivors include a brother, Andrew (Mabel) Haley.
In lieu of flowers, donations in her name can be made to
the Alzheimer’s Foundation. Arrangements were in the care of
Bonney-Watson Funeral Home, Seattle.
(Photo courtesy of Steve Berentson, Anacortes Today.)

Timothy Gregory LeMaister, 70, of Anacortes
and Guemes, died on December 19. He was born to
Clyde and Jennie LeMaister on July 17, 1943. A
heavy-equipment operator,
he enjoyed fishing, hunting,
and gatherings at the family
cabin on West Beach.
Survivors include Sally,
his wife of 41 years; daughters Gina (Andy) Hamilton
and Sarah (Mark) Jurkovich;
and four grandchildren.
Memorials may be made
to Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. A private service
was held at Edens Cemetery, where he was buried near the
graves of his parents.
Arrangements were in the care of Evans Funeral Chapel.

Charlotte Johnson
Charlotte Anne Wible Johnson, a former resident of
Guemes Island and co-founder of Mother Flight Farm, died
Winter Solstice night, December 21.
She was born December 29, 1943, to Stella and Charles
Wible. She attended Pacific Lutheran University and the University of Washington while working at the Seattle World’s
Fair. Her daughter, Selene Finrow, was born in 1964. Living
on Guemes Island until 1971, Charlotte and Selene immersed
themselves in the island community and made several lifetime
friends.
After moving to California, Charlotte became an accomplished shoemaker, crafting custom footwear while living at
the Sunburst Community. Warm Springs, Nevada, was their
next home, where Charlotte grew a high desert garden in one
of the harshest climates in the country.
After returning to the Northwest to help care for her widowed mother in La Conner, she married local farmer Glen
Johnson in 1987. Together they created Mother Flight Farm,
acclaimed as one of the most productive organic farms in the
Skagit Valley, where they mentored more than 100 aspiring
young farmers. Charlotte was a leader in farmers’ markets in
Bellingham, Sedro-Woolley, and Anacortes, and received a
Lifetime Achievement Award from Skagit Women’s Alliance
Network.
Her sisters Clara Gardinere and Julia Ritchie preceded her
in death. Survivors include daughter Selene Finrow and husband Glen Johnson.
A celebration of life was held at the Rexville Grange on
December 29.
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• in memoriam •

Grace Rydberg
Grace Hattie Rydberg, a longtime summer
resident of North Beach, died on December
4, 2013, six weeks shy of her 100th birthday.
She was born January 13, 1914, in Mount
Vernon, where she graduated from high
school before earning a teaching certificate at
Western Washington College.
While teaching school in Anacortes she
met and married Berent Rydberg in 1944,
the same year they began coming to a rental
on Guemes. They purchased the Cartwright
house in 1951 and became part of a wide
circle of friends over the years. “Grace loved
her association with the people, the beach,
and the natural beauty of Guemes,” said her
daughter, Karen.
Grace was a skillful gardener, growing her own vegetables; her roses, visible from
the street, were enjoyed by passersby at 23rd and Commercial. She was also known
for her cooking and baking—and her generosity to several organizations, such as
the Senior Center and Island Hospital. She worked at Fidalgo Care Center well into
her 70s.
Husband Berent predeceased Grace in 1968. Survivors include daughter Karen
(David) Bain and a sister, Patricia Johnson.
A celebration of life will be held at the Guemes Church on Saturday, May 3,
from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
Remembrances may be made to the Anacortes Hospital Foundation or the
Guemes Island Community Center Association. Arrangements are in the care of
Evans Funeral Chapel.
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Community
Council Readies
for 100th Birthday
By Kathleen Phillips
The Guemes Island Community
Center Association (GICCA) held its
first meeting of the year on January 16.
President Julie Pingree reported
that approximately 115 people attended the Holiday Dinner in December
and thanked all those who helped make
the evening a success. She also thanked
Mike Gwost for once again coordinating the Woodchoppers’ Ball. Rumor has
it that it was enjoyed by all who attended. Treasurer Norm Prewitt noted that
after expenses, the ball netted approximately $800, which will be added to the
fund for the Schoolhouse Stage.
Since this coming April 15 marks
the 100th anniversary of the first dance
held at the Hall, the biggest order of
business for the council this year is to
get the Hall painted (the girl needs a
new dress) and of course the hosting of
her birthday party.
The council will be sending a letter
to all islanders in the next month asking for help in several ways. Choosing a
paint color for the exterior of the Hall
has caused council members extreme
anxiety. The council will be asking for,
in addition to your generous contribution, your “vote” for a color.
The birthday celebration is scheduled for April 12, and the council is
seeking volunteers to help plan the party. Please let Julie or any council member know if you can help. The council is
also planning a cleanup day at the Hall
on March 22. They would appreciate
your help. Other council members are
Kelly Bush, Lynne Myall, Jon Petrich,
Kathleen Phillips, and Rob Schroder.
The Spring Talent Show is scheduled
for May 10. Other activities being considered for 2014 are square dancing, a
sock hop, wine tasting, a beer fest, and
a garden tour. Suggestions are always
welcome.
New council member Jon Petrich is
creating a Facebook page for the Community Center.
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Looking Back

Edited by Win Anderson
Five Years Ago
Allen Bush Jr. challenges incumbent
Glen Veal for a position on the fiveperson Ferry Committee.
Jim Voetberg resigns as Skagit County Public Works director for “family and
personal reasons.” He had served for 18
months.
—The Evening Star, February 2009
Ten Years Ago
The Community Center dedicates
the completion of the handicap-access
bathroom remodel, a project promoted
by Anne Jackets, council president.
The Third Annual Polar Bear Plunge
draws “a strange assortment” of about
20 participants to the frigid waters off
Mangan’s Landing. The event was presaged by a young deer spotted emerging
from the water shivering just a few days
earlier.
North Beach icon Grace Rydberg is
featured in a piece by Betty Crookes.
—The Evening Star, February 2004
Fifteen Years Ago
The life of Guemes Island master
boat builder Kenny Powell is recalled
in a feature. Kenny died of cancer eight
years earlier at the age of 37 after finishing the traditional 40-foot schooner
Tillicum.

anacortes american

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society

During the 35 years she wrote for the Anacortes American, Mrs. George Pinneo’s first
name, Louise, was never mentioned. But as
a member of practically every organization
on Guemes, she was well known there.

Skagit County submits a plan for a
parking lot at 6th and K, drawing the
ire of Ferry Committee members such
as Al Bush. They are dumbfounded that
the plan was prepared “without the input of a single islander.”
—The Evening Star, February 1999
Fifty Years Ago
Twenty-seven volunteers take part
in the Guemes Fire Department’s first
training class. They are: Robert Howard,

Charles Stapp, Ralph Davis, Ralph Pennington, Ralph Pettersen, Henry Hattie, Alfred Churchill, Andrew Trautman,
Orval Radtke, Allen Veal, Stanley Garner, Philip McCracken, Henry Hammill, Charles Reutter, Ralph Stockton,
Clarence Keith, Wade Gilkey, Marvin
Shoultz, Fred Grant, Melvin Rose, Con
G. Vallquist, J. O. McClung, Clyde
MacFetridge, Arnold Houte, Herbert
Woodfield, James Dewar, and Gary
Vallquist.
—Anacortes American,
February 6, 1964
Mrs. George Pinneo is recognized
in an Anacortes American feature for 35
years’ service as their Guemes Island
correspondent (see photo).
—Anacortes American,
February 13, 1964
One Hundred and One Years Ago
The wisdom of editor Charley Gant:
“As men we can work together in the
interest of Guemes Island. Personally we
may not be extremely fond of each other, but only the narrow minded allow
personal prejudices to enter where the
public good is at stake. . . . If you never
tried writing a fellow’s faults on the sand
where the waves can wash them out, I
wish you would try it on mine if it is
not too much bookkeeping.”
—The Guemes Tillikum,
February 14, 1913

