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By Bill and Ann Testerman
We first learned of the Camino de Santiago while hiking 

the Appalachian Trail in 2007, sitting around a campfire one 
night. A young lady from Maine said she loved the Appala-
chian Trail, but that a few years earlier she had walked the 
Camino—and that it had changed her life.

We had never heard of the Camino, but listened as she 
told how it was a “pil-
grim walk” across Spain 
to Santiago, the capital 
of Galicia in northwest-
ern Spain. The apostle 
Saint James is buried 
there, in the Cathedral 
of Santiago de Compos-
tela. To walk the Cami-
no, she explained, you 
obtain a Credencial del 
Peregrino (Pilgrim Pass-
port) that allows you to 
stay in albergues (hos-
tels) along the way. The 
people, villages, muse-
ums, churches, and ca-
thedrals were part of her 
wonderful experience.

After finishing the 
Appalachian Trail, we 
put her story in the 

Walking the Camino
Islanders Make a Life-Changing Pilgrimage in Spain

backs of our minds and were soon caught up in daily life. 
But a couple of years ago, our local library had a presentation 
about walking the Camino, then another about the muse-
ums and cultural dimensions of such a tour. Then we saw the 
movie The Way, a drama about walking the Camino, and we 
immediately moved the idea up on our “bucket list.” Soon we 
were making plans to make it happen.

A chilly  
beginning

Following recom-
mendations from oth-
er people, we flew to 
Madrid, visited friends 
in France, and had 
them drive us to the 
walk’s most popu- 
lar starting point,  
St.-Jean-Pied-de-Port, 
in the Pyrenees foot-
hills in southwestern 
France. 

When we arrived 
to start our journey 
over the Pyrenees, 
it was raining, snow 
was forecast for the 
mountain pass, and Ann and Bill Testerman finish their 33-day, 490-mile walk at the Cathedral of 

Santiago de Compostela.

By Tom Murphy
The Guemes Island Community Meeting and Public Fo-

rum, hosted on September 5 by Skagit County commissioners 
Sharon Dillon, Kenneth Dahlstedt, and Ron Wesen, brought 
out about 30 people who listened to reports and engaged with 
county representatives on a number of topics. 

Reports were presented to attendees by Sheriff Will Reich-
ardt, Corrine Story of the Public Health Department, Plan-

Meeting With County Officials Is Cordial, Informative
ning and Development Director Dale Pernula, Director of 
Parks and Recreation Brian Adams, Public Works Director 
Henry Hash, Engineering Division Manager Paul Randall-
Grutter, Operations Division Manager Cliff Butler, Natural 
Resources Division Manager Dan Berentsen, Ferry Opera-
tions Division Manager Rachel Beck, and Director of Infor-
mation Systems Mike Almvig.

(continued on page 13)

(continued on page 8)
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Letters

Correction

On wings of gratitude
Dear Guemes Islanders, 
On behalf of the pollinators, we 

would like extend our deepest thank-
you to the entire community. Your in-
terest and encouragement have been 
crucial to our successes. 

As you know, we have been work-
ing on a honeybee genetic-diversity pro-
gram with Washington State University 
and a handful of local beekeepers. One 
goal is to help breed a bee that is bet-
ter fit to the varied climate of the Pacific 
Northwest. Islanders have responded 
enthusiastically—planting flowers, writ-
ing articles, asking questions, providing 
protected habitat free from pesticides 
and other harmful chemicals, volunteer-
ing muscles on occasion, and most of all 
by doing their research. The support is 
tremendous!

Through this work, we have been 
able to grow our number of honeybee 
colonies on the island. There is likely a 
hive near you. These hives represent a 
diverse, and yet specially selected, sam-
pling of genetics. 

Next year, we hope to use Guemes 
for isolated breeding during the sum-
mer. Guemes Island is well on its way to 
becoming a sanctuary for pollinators.

This is a special community in the 
heart of a most fertile valley. We are 
blessed to live in such a special place. 

Thank you all for helping to keep it 
vital. 

For our children’s children, 
Peace bee with you, 

—Marco Caputo and Skye Blue

Fall Festival thanks (and  
results)

To the editor,
The Guemes Women’s Fellowship 

thanks all who helped make the Labor 
Day Fall Festival a success—especially 
the Westside Walkers, who donated so 
many baked goods. Income from the 
event of $957 (from table rentals and 
the bake sale) will be distributed to our 
charities and to the 2014 Betty Crookes 
Guemes Gold Scholarship Fund.  

We are a very small group of women 
who meet each Wednesday at 11 a.m. 

at the Church to quilt, eat lunch, and 
visit. We heartily welcome new mem-
bers. While we need more quilters and 
can teach anyone interested, we also 
welcome those who would like to bring 
their own handwork and join in the fel-
lowship.

We remind islanders that copies of 
the 2013–2014 Guemes Island phone 
book, published by the Women’s Fel-
lowship as a community service, are 
available at the Church and the Store.

—Women’s Fellowship: Bea Cashet-
ta, Rose Fraley, Carol Harma, Peggy 
Pair, Anne Passarelli, Lynn Prewitt, 

Jane Read, Terre Scappini

Effective October 1, the Guemes 
Tide’s address will change to 4709  
South Shore Drive, Anacortes, WA 
98221-9579. 

Please make a note of this change; 
forwarding from our previous mailbox 
address may be effective for only one 
month (see related story on page 4). 

On page 9 of our September issue, 
we erroneously reported that the ex-
ternal fuel tank of the F/V Clam Digger, 
which sank off Guemes on July 10, had 
been recovered on July 16. It was actu-
ally recovered on the 14th.

We’ve Changed  
Our Address

The Tide is pleased to announce the 
return of Thea LaCross as our business 
manager. Thea left the job earlier this 
year when she moved off-island, but 
has now agreed to perform it from her 
Olympia location—with local assistance 
from Anne Casperson (thanks, Anne).

Grateful thanks also to interim 
business manager Wendy Saver, who’s 
now returning to “civilian life.” Wendy 
jumped in willingly and energetically 
when we issued a call for help, and we’re 
very appreciative. 

Welcoming Back Thea
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By Edith Walden
Shortly after the September Tide 

went to press, we learned that construc-
tion on the two upcoming South Shore 
Road projects would be delayed by 
one week. Just before this issue went to 
press, Skagit County Senior Project En-
gineer Larry Krueger told the Tide that 
the delay would extend an additional 
week due to the unavailability of a key 
foreman from Interwest Construction, 
the winning bidder for the project. 

Construction on the first project, 
which will replace a culvert just east of 
Chestnut Lane at milepost .46, is sched-
uled to begin on September 30. The 
road will be moved north into the exist-
ing right-of-way, allowing that section 
to return to two-lane, two-way traffic.

Following completion of that proj-
ect, Interwest will move to the proj-
ect just west of Cayou Creek, where 
the road will be rebuilt and the erod-
ing bank stabilized. Completion of this 

South Shore Road Construction Delayed

project will also return two-lane, two-
way traffic to this section of the road.

The road will be closed to through 
traffic when construction is occurring 
at each project area, but will stay open 
to residents whose driveways fall within 
the construction area and to emergency 
and service vehicles. Total road closure 
cannot exceed 35 calendar days per the 
contract provisions. 

By Nick Allison
Remember, there’s a general election 

coming up November 5. Ballots will be 
mailed out on October 16. 

Guemians will have the chance to 
vote on two statewide measures: Initia-
tive 522, on labeling genetically modi-
fied food, which has spawned a cam-
paign that’s on pace to set records for 
political spending in the state; and Ini-
tiative 517, a measure to protect signa-
ture gatherers and petition signers that 
was sponsored by full-time initiative 
proponent Tim Eyman.

Locally, islanders will be asked  
to choose between two candidates for  
hospital-district commissioner position 
4, Lynne M. Lang and Warren Tessler. 
For position 5, Chip Bogosian is unop-
posed. 

In addition, islanders can vote to re-
elect two unopposed fire commission-
ers (Tom Murphy and Deb Bear) and to 
elect one unopposed cemetery commis-
sioner (Adam Veal).

There are also five statewide advisory 
votes on specialized tax matters.

Ballots can be mailed in or dropped 
off at the Anacortes Public Library (as 
well as other drop boxes around the 
county).

More information is available  
from the Skagit County Elections  
Department. See skagitcounty.net  
or call 336-9305. 

Don’t Forget  
to Vote: Ballots  

Coming October 16

Road construction was delayed further to 
September 30 on South Shore Road.
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By Edith Walden
The 46 boxholders who rent private 

mailboxes at Anderson’s General Store 
(10 of which are community organiza-
tions) received letters dated September 
19 from the new owners of the Store—
the Friendly Island Corporation (doing 
business as Anderson’s General Store 
and Restaurant)—announcing rate 
changes for the boxes.

Current boxholders whose rent is 
due are being given until October 1 to 
comply with new fee and application re-
quirements. Those whose box rents have 
not expired may complete their leases 
before the new rates take effect, accord-
ing to general manager Terran Reneau.

The small boxes that were previous-
ly available for $45 per year will now be 
$9.99 per month ($119.88 per year); 
medium boxes that used to rent for $60 
per year will now rent for $15.99 per 
month ($191.88 per year). These rates 
are for “basic service,” which allows re-
ceipt of U.S. Postal Service (USPS) mail 
and packages only.

Full-service rates almost triple 
To receive mail and packages from 

other couriers (FedEx and UPS)—a ser-
vice that was included with the previ-
ous box rates—customers must now 
sign up for “full service” boxes. A full-
service small box will cost $48 for three 
months, or $155 for 14 months; a full-
service medium box will cost $65 for 
three months, or $215 for 14 months. 

The full-service rates are comparable 
to those of the private mailbox service 
in Anacortes that has 24-hour, 7-days-
a-week access to the mailboxes. Equiv-
alent-sized boxes at the Anacortes Post 
Office rent for $54 per year for a small 
box and $78 per year for a medium box. 

Fees for forwarding, no more 
free rides

USPS regulations say it will not for-
ward mail from private mailboxes. The 
new service agreement required by the 
Friendly Island Corporation (FIC) stip-
ulates that boxholders who terminate 
rental of a private mailbox must autho-
rize the FIC “to accept and destroy any 

Store Raises Mailbox Rates
‘Unsolicited Mail’ and any mail ad-
dressed to [the boxholder] that is deliv-
ered to [FIC] by the United States Post-
al Service for six (6) months.”

Instead of having their mail de-
stroyed, customers may elect to make an 
advance payment for postage and pack-
aging, plus a remailing fee (free for one 
month) of $10 per month for up to five 
more months of remailing. Or they may 
have mail and USPS packages stored at 
the Store for up to six months with an 
advance payment of $10 per month plus 
a $2 service fee each time the custom-
er comes into the Store to pick up the 
stored mail. Unsolicited mail (advertis-
ing, coupons, or mail addressed to “oc-
cupant”) will not be forwarded.

However, USPS requirements for 
“commercial mailing receiving agencies” 
(CMRA) stipulate that “The CMRA 
must remail mail intended for the ad-
dressee (customer) for at least 6 months 
after the termination date of 
the agency relationship between 
the CMRA and addressee. Mail 
that is remailed by the CMRA 
requires new postage.”

There are 10 island organi-
zations that have boxes at the 
Store, although several of them 
are not in use. As a commu-
nity service, the previous Store 
owners gave several nonprofit 
organizations the use of boxes 
at no charge. The Tide shared 
a complimentary box with the 
Guemes Island Historical So-
ciety (see article on page 2). 
According to Reneau, compli-
mentary boxes will no longer 
be available. 

“Letter of the law”
Reneau told the Tide that 

the rate increases are necessary 
because he wants to improve 
the mailing services. The vol-
ume of mail and packages was 
overwhelming him and his co-
manager and wife, Michelle. 
“It’s decreasing our ability to 
focus on the Store,” they em-
phasized. They also share con-

cerns about accountability and liability 
regarding the mail services. “We want 
to follow the letter of the law,” Terran 
noted.

To that end, they have registered the 
Store as a CMRA with the USPS. This 
registration requires that boxholders 
fill out a USPS form that is signed and 
witnessed; provide a permanent, verifi-
able address; and present two acceptable 
forms of identification in order to start 
mail delivery to a private mailbox. This 
form is required in addition to the mail-
box service agreement with FIC.

When the Tide asked why the rate 
increase was so steep, Terran cited com-
parable rates for other private mailbox 
services in the area, adding, “We’re just 
doing what everyone else is doing.” He 
also assured the Tide that despite the 
clause about destroying mail at termina-
tion in the service agreement, the FIC 
would not destroy any mail other than 
unsolicited “junk” mail after a boxhold-
er stops renting a mailbox. 

Island artist Leo Osborne's largest work,  
entitled Magination, was recently acquired 
by the National  Museum of Wildlife Art in 
Jackson, Wyoming, for its permanent collec-
tion. Osborne carved a 14-foot maple log and 
then molded the result and cast it in bronze. 
Osborne's work is on exhibit locally at Burton 
Jewelers in Anacortes through October.

Big, Bronze, Beautiful
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             THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING “DR. LYNNE M. LANG”  

             IN THE PRIMARY ELECTION BY A “14% MARGIN”! 

 

 AS YOUR CURRENT HOSPITAL COMMISSIONER, I 
VOTED AGAINST AFFILIATION  AT THIS TIME TO ENSURE: 

 more time for a transparent, community-involved decision process 
(community advisory committee) 

 no limits on current services provided by Island Hospital and Clinics, 
including reproductive healthcare and end-of-life care services 

  local jobs preservation 
 exploration of innovative strategies to remain independent, reduce costs, 

prepare for healthcare reform, and promote organizational stability 
 

           Paid for by the committee to elect Lynne M. Lang                drlynne@hughes.net  360-929-2898 

By Edith Walden
The makeup of the Guemes Island Fire Department 

(GIFD) is like that of many volunteer firefighter departments 
across the country: aging rapidly. It is hard to recruit and re-
tain younger members when most families require two wage 
earners, and jobs are often off-island.

At the fire commissioners’ meeting on September 10, com-
missioners and firefighters brainstormed ideas for stepping 
up recruitment efforts. Currently there are only two available 
GIFD firefighters under 40 and one junior firefighter. 

Extending personal invitations to potential members, 
sponsoring open-house events, strengthening support systems 
for families of recruits who are going through training, and 
using social media were suggested as ways to improve recruit-
ment and retention in the department.

New rules for free use of GIFD facilities
Commissioner Tom Murphy introduced a resolution to al-

low the Firefighters Association, a private organization, free 
use of GIFD buildings and facilities for meetings and events 
“as long as the Association continues to publicize the amount 
of money fundraised and continues to use the funds for dona-
tion to Island causes and humanitarian purposes.”

The resolution passed unanimously, with all three commis-
sioners present. 

Fire Commissioners Focus on  
Recruitment and Retention

On September 4, the Skagit County Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice, in conjunction with the Guemes Island Fire Department, 
modified the complete burn ban to allow for recreational fires. 
On September 23, the outdoor burning restrictions were lift-
ed throughout the county.

On Guemes, you may burn a four-by-four-foot pile (or 
smaller) of natural vegetation without a permit. To burn a 
larger pile, you must obtain a permit from Skagit County 
Deputy Fire Marshal by calling 419-7789. Permits are issued 
on a first-come, first-served basis.

It is never legal to burn garbage, household trash, lumber, 
building-construction waste, or demolition debris. For more 
information, see the fire marshal’s webpage at skagitcounty.net 
or call the Fire Marshal’s Office at 419-7703. 

Burn Ban Is Lifted Completely

The early muzzleloader hunting season on Guemes ends 
on October 6. The first modern firearm season runs from Octo-
ber 12 through 31. The late muzzleloader season is November 
28 through December 15, and late modern firearm season is 
November 14 through 17. 

All hunting on Guemes ends with a late archery season 
November 27 through December 31.

If you observe hunters trespassing, call the sheriff’s office 
via 911. For any other suspicious activity—such as hunting 
from roads or after dark, using spotlights, or use of alcohol or 
drugs—call the State Patrol at 757-1175 or (877) 933-9847.

Hunting Update



6     The Guemes Tide     July-August 2013

Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think readers 
might want to know about more than a month in advance.
•• Tim Wittman’s band Cannery Underground will give a 

benefit concert at the Community Center on November 2 to 
raise money for the Schoolhouse Park Stage project (see article 
on page 7).
•• The annual Holiday Bazaar, sponsored by the Guemes 

Island Historical Society, will be held November 30 (see article 
on page 7).
•• The Guemes Island Community Holiday Dinner will be held 

on December 14.
•• The Guemes Island Chamber Music Series is scheduled to 

perform its winter concert on December 22 (see related article 
on page 10).

•Save the Date•

From left: Ringo, Gary Curtis, Abbey, and Brenda Griffin 
prepare for the animal blessing at the Guemes Island Com-
munity Church that was conducted by Pastor Sally Balmer on 
September 15.

Despite a 
sudden date 
change—to La-
bor Day instead 
of the tradi-
tional Saturday 
before Labor 
Day—islanders 
and vendors 
turned out to 
buy and sell 
handmade items 
by local artists 
and craftspeople 
and eat famous Guemes hot dogs with grilled onions. 

The Women’s Fellowship sponsored the arts-and-crafts and 
bake sale, which drew 23 vendors. They raised $957 for their 
charities and the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship 
Fund. The Guemes Island Community Center Association 
raised $544 from hot-dog sales for the general fund.

The well-attended Thursday Gathering lunches, sponsored 
by Guemes Connects, return on October 3 at the Church 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. for a suggested donation of 
$4.00. Last year Connects served more than 900 meals. The 
program is designed to bring the community together to share 
a wholesome meal and socialize with friends and neighbors 
during the colder months when islanders tend to hibernate.

On October 3, Lorraine Francis opens with roasted pulled 
pork on a bun. On October 10, Kathy Finks serves chicken 
pot pie. On October 17, Sharon Hughlitt cooks Mexican lasa-
gna. On October 24, Gail Nicolls and Anne Passarelli prepare 
chicken cacciatore. On October 31, Lorraine Francis haunts 
people with tarantuladas (Halloween costumes are optional).

Carol Park will be offering relaxing chair massages dur-
ing lunch time for a very reasonable $10. Free blood-pressure 
checks are available from 11:15 to noon.

Free on-island transportation can be arranged by calling 
Susan Rombeek at 293-0777. She would appreciate 24 hours 
advanced notice so she can arrange for drivers. The lunch is 
also available for shut-ins by contacting meal coordinator Lor-
raine Francis at 293-8364 or 540-0920. Guemes Connects 
can also provide short-term meal assistance if you know of 
someone recuperating at home.

Volunteers are always welcome for setting up, cooking, 
serving, and cleanup; contact Francis at the phone numbers 
above for more information.

After a summer hiatus, the Men’s Breakfast will start meet-
ing again every third Wednesday of the month at the Guemes 
Island Community Church. 

Breakfast begins at 8 a.m. and the program begins after 
8:30 a.m. Anyone is welcome to attend the program.

On Wednesday, October 16, Warren Tessler, a candidate 
running for Island Hospital Commissioner Position 4, will 
present his goals for Island Hospital.

Blessings for Us? And Treats, Too?

Men’s Breakfast Resumes;  
Commissioner Candidate to Speak

Gathering Lunches Are Back

Fall Festival Succeeds on Labor Day

Islander Laura Ferguson sells her handmade 
jewelry at the Fall Festival.
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Islander Tim Wittman and Dave 
Perkins, also known as Cannery Under-
ground, will perform on Saturday, No-
vember 2, at 6:30-ish (island time) at 
the Community Center. Their concert 
will be a benefit to raise funds for the 
Schoolhouse Park Stage project. A $10 
donation is suggested. Free hot dogs will 
be served to concertgoers.

Cannery Underground, with Tim on 
guitar and Dave on bass guitar and both 
doing vocals, has performed all over the 
state. They recently played at the official 
100th anniversary celebration of Wash-
ington state parks. They perform origi-
nal music (often with nautical themes), 
folk/rock, and even some top-40 songs. 
Audience participation is encouraged—
listening, singing along, or dancing.

The band will also be selling their 
CD and two other compilation CDs 
with original songs by Wittman. A per-
centage of the CD sales will be donated 
to the Community Center. Plan to stop 
by to get cheered up during a time when 
the weather is usually gloomy.

The annual Halloween party for island young people will be held on Saturday, 
October 26, at the Community Center, beginning at 5 p.m. Costumed young islanders 
and family members are invited to start the event with a potluck dinner (no desserts 
are necessary!). Games and activities for kids of all ages will follow. Donations of trick-
or-treat candy are welcome. Please drop candy off at the Community Center any time 
after 1p.m. on October 26 or contact one of the organizers below.

At 12:30 p.m. that day, island kids are invited to come help decorate the Hall and 
transform it into a spooky, haunted place to gather. Organizers are especially encour- 
aging high-school and middle-school students who may be looking for service 
projects or who want to show some decorating leadership to step forward. Adult 
volunteers are also needed. For more information or to volunteer, contact Kelly Bush 
(293-7439), Carolyn Detering (360-510-7486), or Leslie Tysseling (293-2616).

Come help the place look cree-ee-py!

The Guemes Island Historical Soci-
ety is once again sponsoring the Guemes 
Island Holiday Bazaar. This popular 
event will be held at the Community 
Center and Church on Saturday, No-
vember 30, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Vendors can rent a six-foot table for 
$25 or a card table for $10. Call Janice 
Veal for a vendor application at 293-
3721. Applications are due no later than 
November 20.

After a long summer hiatus, the Community 
Soup Suppers will commence on Tuesdays, begin-
ning October 8, at the Guemes Island Communi-
ty Church. That night Steve Orsini will talk about 
the results of the 34th America’s Cup catamaran 
race that took place in September. The meal be-
gins at 6 p.m., followed by an hourlong program 
that begins at 7 p.m. All are welcome. 

October 15: Islander Qi Lou will demonstrate 
silk papermaking with audience participation. Lou will show how silk paper can be 
used for lampshades, bowls, and other arts-and-crafts projects. 

October 22: Island Hospital Commissioner candidates Lynne Lang and Warren 
Tessler will speak about their visions and goals for the future of the hospital, and 
answer questions.

October 29: An adult Halloween party will feature decorations, treats, costumes, 
and your favorite Halloween readings.

Vendors Wanted for 
Holiday Bazaar

Cannery Underground 
To Give Benefit Concert

Shoppers hunt for holiday gifts at last year's 
Holiday Bazaar.

Community Soup Suppers Return

Ghosts and Goblins Ready to Occupy the Hall
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Calls to sheriff decrease
Sheriff Will Reichardt was happy to 

report that the number of calls his office 
responded to on Guemes was down in 
2013 (June 2012 to July 2013) to a total 
of 87. This number has declined steadi-
ly since a high of 141 calls in 2009, 
and is 10 fewer than the same period 
in 2011–12. The number of property 
and violent crimes on Guemes remains 
static, although Reichardt noted that in 
the county as a whole crimes are starting 
to increase after decreasing steadily for 
seven years.

In response to a question about drug 
trafficking and/or heavy drug use on 
Guemes, Reichardt stated, “It’s always 
been that Guemes Island may have the 
occasional grow out in the woods and 
maybe a few plants growing in people’s 
houses that maybe shouldn’t be. As far 
as a concentrated, big, high-level drug 
program or cartel . . . we haven’t seen 
anything like that. If somebody has any 
information about that, certainly I’d 
love to talk to you after the meeting.”

Septic system inspections due
Corrine Story, representing Direc-

tor of Health Peter Browning, remind-
ed everyone of the sewage requirements 
on Guemes. Gravity-fed septic systems 
must be inspected by a certified special-
ist at least once every three years. All 
other types of system must be inspected 
annually. 

There are just over 600 septic sys-
tems on Guemes; 94 are up to date with 
their inspections. Reminder letters for 

the 500-plus own-
ers of systems need-
ing inspections have 
recently been mailed. 
Story reminded ev-
eryone there could 
be monetary penal-
ties of $75 per day if 
the systems were not 
inspected per county 
regulations. She en-
couraged people to 
contact the health 
department if there 
are extenuating cir-
cumstances that pre-
vent you from getting an inspection 
(336-9474 or EH@co.skagit.wa.us).

She also outlined the rebate program 
for people who take the free Septics 101 
class, which is now available online (see 
skagitcounty.net/health). Taking the 
class may qualify you for a $100 rebate 
on your first septic-system inspection 
and a $100 rebate for the installation of 
lids and risers.

For more information, see the story 
on page 9.

Electric-assisted bicycles  
redefined

Ferry Operations Division Man-
ager Rachel Beck announced a change 
of definition for bicycles and motorcy-
cles. “If a cycle has a license plate, it is 
charged as a motorcycle,” she explained. 
“If it does not have a license plate, it is 
charged as a bicycle.” The new defini-
tion became effective September 1.

One of the big ferry projects current-
ly in the works is long-range planning 
with the consultant Elliot Bay Design 

Group. Beck reported, “They are work-
ing with us to evaluate our ferry and 
come up with some timelines on what 
our best moves would be looking into 
the future, and not just the next few 
years but the next 30 or 40 years.”

Automated ticketing in limbo
In response to a question about the 

status of the automated ticketing kiosk, 
Beck introduced Director of Informa-
tion Services Mike Almvig, the contract 
manager for the kiosk. Almvig reported 
that a contract was signed with Virtu-
al Business Solutions in August 2011. 
The contract had some minimum re-
quirements the company was required 
to meet, and did not. The contract has 
been terminated. 

When questioned further about 
whether the ticketing kiosk will ever 
materialize, Almvig responded, “Rachel 
and I have talked about this and I think 
we want to see somebody who actu-
ally has got something really working.” 
Beck added, “I would imagine if there 
was something out there that worked 
for smaller ferries, we’d all probably have 
it.” For more information, see the side-
bar at left.

County support for ferry-trail 
proposal

Director of Parks and Recreation 
Brian Adams reviewed the status of the 
two county parks on Guemes: Young’s 
Park on North Beach and Schoolhouse 
Park. There are no immediate plans to 
do much at Young’s Park, other than 
perhaps adding a picnic table. At some 

COUNTY MEETING
(continued from page 1)

By Tom Murphy
The original contract for the kiosk was actually two contracts: one for the hard-

ware and one for programming the operations, for a total of $52,000. Due to expenses 
incurred with various software licensing fees and the physical kiosk, the county has 
spent approximately $34,000.

Skagit County Director of Information Services Mike Almvig told the Tide that he 
hopes the expenditure of those funds won’t go to waste. He reported that the owner 
of Virtual Business Solutions pledged to continue to develop and market their software 
even though their relationship with the county has been terminated.

Almvig added that new approaches are being developed all the time, and the 
county will continue to explore ways to make the kiosk work. “We’re trying to figure 
out how to not lose that kind of money,” Almvig concluded.

A Future for the Ticketing Kiosk?

Plywood sheets block off the broken suspension bridge at 
Schoolhouse Park.
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point a picnic shelter may be added.
Schoolhouse Park is an “organically 

maintained” park. Engineered wood-
chip mulch (which keeps surfaces 
wheelchair accessible) will be brought in 
to help with weed suppression. Adams 
suggested that the community might 
consider the Adopt-a-Park program to 
help with additional maintenance issues.

He noted that the suspension bridge 
in the 19-year-old play structure recent-
ly broke. Retrofitting a structure of that 
age has serious liability issues; his de-
partment is currently working with ven-
dors to see what can be done.

Adams summarized his work with 
community members who are initiating 
a proposal to build a trail from School-
house Park to the ferry terminal. Chris 
Damarjian gave a brief presentation of 
the goals for the trail (see article on page 
15). Even though his department is un-
likely to be directly involved, he sup-
ported the idea—especially given the 
safety concerns—and was helping link 
the steering committee with possible 
funding sources and other county con-
tributors. “We are always willing to be a 
resource,” he stated.

Wesen brainstorms ideas for 
funding a replacement ferry

Commissioner Wesen interjected 
some intensity to the generally friendly 
and congenial meeting at the end when 
he inquired how a new ferry should be 
funded: “At some point it is going to 
wear out. How do you citizens who live 
out here think we should pay for it?” 

An audience member suggested it be 
paid for by federal grant, just as the cur-
rent ferry was purchased. Wesen replied 
that most federal grants require a local 
match. “How do we as a county come 
up with a local match?” he asked. “[Do] 
you think it should come from all the 
citizens of the county or more from the 
residents who use the ferry? Or how else 
should we do that?”

A wide-ranging discussion followed 
about possible grants, matching funds, 
road taxes, bridge replacements, sur-
charges, emergency and long-range 
planning, consultant reports, and stan-
dardized replacement funding—with no 
conclusions.

By Edith Walden
Guemians, being a sometimes fiercely independent breed, don’t always follow 

the rule book (shock!). There’s at least a smattering of functioning septic systems on 
the island that were built without benefit of a permit. Now that the county is getting 
serious about protecting our sole-source aquifer and marine shorelines (see article 
on page 8), septic-system owners must have their septic systems inspected by a 
certified operations and maintenance provider, or face stiff fines of $75 per day.

The Tide asked Skagit County Environmental Public Health Manager Corinne 
Story if inspections would result in unpermitted septic systems needing to be com-
pletely replaced and permitted. “If the system is functioning, we don’t mess with it. 
Our focus is on getting systems repaired and working properly,” she explained. “It’s 
to everyone’s advantage to get failing systems repaired and to stretch the life of a 
drain field as long as possible.”

Low-interest loans available for repairs
If repairs are needed, Story says her department works with the customer in 

a reasonable way. This includes providing resources for financing and low-interest 
loans.

Because there are 500 septic systems on the island that need inspections, there 
may be a long wait to schedule one with an operations and maintenance provider. 
Story urged people to call the health department (336-9474) to let them know you 
have contacted and made an appointment with a provider, even if the inspection 
cannot be completed within the required time frame. Story assured the Tide that 
allowances will be made for extenuating circumstances.

Learn about your system
If you have a permitted conventional-gravity, pump-to-gravity, or conventional 

pressure system, and your property is not immediately adjacent to the shoreline, 
you might be eligible to inspect your own system. You must take Septics 101 and 
Septics 201 classes to become eligible (see the health department webpage at 
skagitcounty.net for more information). Septics 101 is a valuable class for all proper-
ty owners to take. The free class is now available online, and is scheduled frequently 
at locations throughout the county.

Thanks all around
Operations Division Manager Cliff 

Butler thanked everyone for their pa-
tience during the recent chip-seal work 
completed for island roads and men-
tioned that striping work is not yet 
completed. Chip-sealing occurs about 
every seven years, he noted.

Glen Veal, chair of the Guemes Is-
land Ferry Committee, thanked all of 
the county representatives for coming to 
the island for these forums. “Through 
this public-forum resolution the com-
missioners supported, we now have you 
coming over here. It’s just been a huge 
relief to me,” he said, referring to his 30-
plus years of being a liaison between is-
landers and the county. 

He added, “I applaud the commis-
sioners for supporting it and thank ev-
erybody for coming out.” Islanders 
joined in a loud round of applause. 

What If I Don’t Have a Permit for My Septic System?
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By Edith Walden
At a standing-room-only public 

meeting on August 29, hospital com-
missioners from Island Hospital, Skagit 
Valley Hospital, and Cascade Valley 
Hospital announced their choices re-
garding whether to affiliate with larger 
partners.

Skagit Valley Hospital and Cascade 
Valley Hospital voted to begin nego-
tiations for a partnership with Peace-
Health/UW Medicine. 

Many area residents have expressed 
their concern about affiliating with 
PeaceHealth, a Catholic organization, 
and the possible reduction of services  
in reproductive and end-of-life care that 
might result due to the religious direc-
tives that govern Catholic health-care  
facilities. 

Island Hospital commissioners 
unanimously voted not to affiliate with 
any partners at this time. Hospital com-
missioner and retired physician Chip 
Bogosian told the Tide that Island Hos-
pital commissioners are looking for bet-
ter ways to support the community, 
including finding ways to recruit and 
retain top-notch medical practitioners 
so that people don’t have to travel to get 
health care. 

“We are looking at the bigger pic-
ture,” he said. “We don’t want to con-
strict our choices for care we can’t 
provide,” he explained, citing Island 
Hospital’s current use of the webcam 
TeleStroke network through the Swed-
ish Neuroscience Institute in Seattle. 

“We would have had to end our par-
ticipation in that program if we’d cho-
sen to affiliate with PeaceHealth,” he ex-
plained. “We want to maintain access to 
all the purviews in the state rather than 
be restricted to one choice.”

Island Hospital commissioners will 
continue to seek ways to improve servic-
es and collaborate with other partners. 
They are forming a community advi-
sory committee to help with long-range 
planning. 

By Edith Walden
Every year, island property owners 

pay a portion of their property taxes 
to Public Hospital District #2. The taxes 
are used to fund capital expenditures 
for Island Hospital in Anacortes. (Op-
erational expenses must come from 
other sources.)

Island Hospital is the only publi-
cally funded hospital in Washington 
that offers a tax credit back to district 
property owners when they have 
procedures performed at the hospital. 
Here are the guidelines:
•• You must own property in Public 

Hospital District #2.
•• The tax credit applies only to your 

primary residence.
•• The credit can be applied only to 

the portion of the bill the patient is 
responsible for (after insurance has 
paid its share).
•• The credit is limited to $500 per 

incident.
•• Only taxes paid in the year preced-

ing the treatment are eligible to be 
credited to your hospital bill. 
•• Any procedure performed at Island 

Hospital is eligible.
•• Tax credits may be applied as soon 

as there’s a balance owing, and for up 
to six months after the first statement 
of patient responsibility.
•• You can apply the credit retroac-

tively to a payment you’ve already 
made if you make the request within 
six months of the payment. 

To arrange for the tax credit or for 
more information, contact the Island 
Hospital Patient Accounting Office 
at 299-1378, Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

The office is closed on holidays 
and furlough days (October 14, No-
vember 29, and December 24).

Island Hospital  
Commissioners  

Reject Affiliation—
for Now

Tax Credits Available  
at Island Hospital
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Howard Pellett, secretary of the 
Guemes Island Chamber Music Series 
board, received word on September 20 
from the Internal Revenue Service that 
the group has been granted nonprofit 
status as a 501(c)(3) organization. This 
allows donors to receive tax deductions 
for their contributions (see your tax ad-
visor for specifics). 

Founded by Karie Prescott, the pop-
ular series has presented professional 
chamber-music concerts twice a year on 
Guemes for the past seven years. The 
board hopes to raise $10,000 as a sus-
tainable base to aid in planning and 
funding future concerts. Donations can 
be sent to Guemes Chamber Music, 
P.O. Box 121, Anacortes, WA 98221.

The winter concert is scheduled for 
December 22. 

Chamber Music  
Series Granted 

Nonprofit Status

This is how you have a campfire when 
there’s a total burn ban in effect. About 10 
kids and their families held a small annual 
Family Campout on August 24. Imagina-
tion is a powerful force, and the kids threw 
themselves into “roasting” marshmallows 
over the lava-lamp fire. Rumor has it that 
there were some marshmallow pancakes 
the next morning after the sleepover in 
tents at Schoolhouse Park.

Why Is My Marshmallow 
Taking So Long?
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When What Time Where Contact

Oct. 1, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Oct. 2, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Oct. 3, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Roast Pulled Pork on a Bun 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 4, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 5, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 6, Sun. Church Council 8:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Oct. 7, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
GIPAC 6:00 pm Church Allen Bush, Jr. 293-7439

Oct. 8, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm Boots Anderson's Connie Snell 708-3589
Community Soup Supper: Steve Orsini 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589
  and the America's Cup Race
Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:00 pm Fire Hall Chip Bogosian 293-2760
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 9, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Oct. 10, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Chicken Pot Pie 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Library George Meekins 840-9391

Oct. 11, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct.12, Sat. GIPOA Board Meeting 9:30 am Library Howard Pellett 293-8128
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 13, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Oct. 14, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Columbus Day Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726

Oct. 15, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Community Soup Supper: Silk Paper Making 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When What Time Where Contact
Oct. 16, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast: Warren Tessler 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Oct. 17, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Mexican Lasagna 11:30 am - 12:15 am Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
GICCA meeting 7:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2296

Oct. 18, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Chocolate Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Cupcake Day Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 19, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Oct. 20, Sun. Church Service: Martin Taylor 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Oct. 21, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 22, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Community Soup Supper: Candidates for 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589
  Island Hospital Commission, Position 4
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 23, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 24, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Chicken Cacciatore 11:30 am - 12:15 am Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Oct. 25, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 26, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Decorating for Kids' Halloween Party 12:30 pm Hall Leslie Tysseling 293-2616
Potluck and Kids' Halloween Party 5:00 pm Hall Leslie Tysseling 293-2616

Oct. 27, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Oct. 28, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cemetery Committee 5:30 pm Store Dixon Elder 293-8935
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Oct. 29, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Community Soup Supper: Celebrating 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589
  Halloween

Oct. 30, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Oct. 31, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Tarantuladas 11:30 am - 12:15 am Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Halloween

UPCOMING Schoolhouse Stage benefit concert, Tim Wittman's Cannery Underground, Saturday, Nov. 2, 6:30 p.m. at the Hall

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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we learned the trail would be closed be-
cause of the dangerous conditions. Our 
friends drove us around the mountain. 
We secured our Pilgrim Passport, and 
started walking April 26 in a light rain 
from Roncesvalles, Spain. 

Our first night was in a casa rural 
run by a woman of Basque descent. We 
were the only guests in her home. The 
room was private, and as it turned out, 
it was one of the nicest places we would 
stay for the next 490 miles.

The next day we awoke to snow with 
a cold wind blowing. We put on all our 
warm clothes and raingear, and started 
walking. Soon we were joined by other 
walkers coming from behind and we 
began the experience shared by approx-
imately 180,000 people who had fin-
ished the Camino the previous year.

New awareness
Each person who walks the Camino 

does it for different reasons, and at the 
end of the walk has had experiences that 
are just as varied. Even though we did 
not begin the Camino with the idea of 
it being a religious journey, we certainly 
ended it with a new spiritual awareness 
from the people we met, the cultural ex-

periences, and the religious services we 
attended along the way.

In all, we met people from 32 coun-
tries and shared stories of their personal 
lives, along with the hardships and joys 
of committing ourselves to reaching a 
common goal, the cathedral in Santiago. 
We slept in albergues each night that had 

bunk beds for up to 150 people and ate 
food from local vendors and restaurants. 
Portions of the trail passed through 
small villages where we encountered the 
daily life of the people who lived there.

We heard the greeting “Buen Cami-
no” many times each day along the way, 
from other walkers and from locals. We 
experienced almost every weather ex-
treme except heat. We saw fellow hikers 
with blisters and sores on their feet from 
wet, muddy shoes, which might have 
ended the journey for most people—but 
their determination kept them going.

Reaching Santiago on May 28, after 
33 days of walking, we were awed at the 
size and grandeur of the cathedral. Each 
day at noon a Pilgrim Mass is held for 
the arriving pilgrims, attended by 1,000 
to 2,000 people. At the end of the ser-
vice, a large, swinging incense burner 
called a botafumeiro (the largest in the 
world) is lit. Pulled by several people 
with long ropes, it travels in a great arc, 

WALKING THE CAMINO
(continued from page 1)

almost reaching the ceiling of the cathe-
dral. It was an emotional experience to 
watch it being sent on its path.

The end of the earth
After reaching Santiago, we took a 

few days to rest, then traveled by bus to 
Finisterre (literally “end of the earth”), 
where people have journeyed for sev-
eral thousand years, believing it to be 
the end of the known world. (It is still 
sometimes said to be the westernmost 
point in Europe, though in fact a point 
in Portugal is slightly farther west.) We 
enjoyed the peace, quiet, and slow pace 
of the small fishing village, where we re-
gained our energy.

While there, we walked a few miles 
out of town, stood on a prominence of 
land, and looked out to sea towards the 
“New World.” It was a fitting end to our 
journey, giving us time to reflect on the 
profound empathy we had gained from 
sharing a deep bond with people of dif-
ferent cultures who turned out to be, 
at the core, just like us. Our view had 
changed: there is only one world. 

Ann Testerman (right) walks with a new friend along the Camino.
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By Tom Murphy
At the September 17 meeting of the 

Guemes Island Community Center As-
sociation (GICCA) board, island resi-
dent Michael Brown offered to get in-
volved with the Schoolhouse Park Stage 
project to get it moving again. Board 
trustee Kelly Bush will organize a meet-
ing with Brown, Mark Linnemann (cur-
rent chair of the project), and as many 
of the originally involved islanders as 
possible, with the main objective to “re-
juvenate” the project and make deci-
sions on “how to go forward and who 
will lead.” The GICCA board did not 
believe a reliable monetary estimate ex-
ists for the completion of the project, 
although the board holds $6,094.58 of 
donations made specifically for the stage 
project in a savings account. 

President Julie Pingree thanked all 
those who donated their time and talent 
for the Talent Show and the 4th of July 
and Fall Festival hot-dog sales. Treasurer 
Norm Prewitt announced that GICCA 
had made profits of $1,605.57 from the 
hot-dog sales.

Islander Lorrie Steele made a brief 
presentation to the board about the pro-
posed multi-use trail from Schoolhouse 

GICCA Aims to Rejuvenate Schoolhouse Park Stage Project
Park to the ferry (see article on page 
15). The board voted unanimously to 
endorse the “idea” of the trail and hoped 
to see more specifics as the conversation 
regarding plans and funding continues 
with the county.

Painting, scheduling,  
nominations

Trustee Rob Schroder announced 
that two bids had been received as a re-
sult of the board’s request for propos-
als to paint the outside of the Hall. One 
bid from Precision Painting was for 
$4,800, and included all of the prepara-
tion work. The other bid was from Jeff 
and Cris Summers and was for $1,200, 
with volunteers doing most if not all of 
the prep work. According to Prewitt, 
donations for painting the Hall current-
ly amount to $184.50.

Further discussion focused on 
whether both bidders were bonded  
and licensed. Prewitt will check with 
the GICCA’s insurance company to 
clarify the Community Center’s cover-
age and exposure if a contracted person 
is not licensed and bonded. As a result 
of a number of unanswered questions, 
the board tabled the decision to vote on 

awarding a contract for the work, al-
though Pingree was emphatic when she 
stated, “This work needs to be done be-
fore April.”

Kelly Bush is assuming the respon-
sibility for keeping and maintaining the 
Hall calendar, as well as issuing rental 
agreements. Kelly prefers people contact 
her by phone to make arrangements to 
use and/or rent the Hall. Her number is 
293-7439.

Pingree announced that nomina-
tions for the board will be accepted 
at the October 17 meeting. Terms for 
Sharon Schlittenhard, Lynn Myall, and 
Norm Prewitt will expire. Pingree did 
not know whether these board members 
wished to remain on the board. Elec-
tions for board members will be held at 
the November meeting.

Ire at increased mailbox fees
A brief but lively discussion occur-

red about the announcement by the 
new owners of the Store of increased 
rates for private mailboxes. Pingree read 
from a notice she received that the rent 
was going to almost triple to $120 per 
year. Board members expressed sur-
prise, disappointment, and anger about 
the significant, sudden change. Pingree 
told the Tide that GICCA used to have 
a Post Office box in Anacortes that it 
rented for $54 a year. 

GICCA had changed their address 
to a private mailbox at the Store two 
years ago in order to provide conve-
nience for GICCA and also to support 
the Store. 

Board members discussed several op-
tions such as placing a locking mail box 
at the Hall site, or going back to a Post 
Office box in Anacortes. A decision was 
postponed until the board looks further 
into the matter. (See related article on 
page 4.)

Editors’ note: On September 24, fol-
lowing a visit with Store owner Terran 
Reneau, Pingree reported to the Tide that 
Reneau had agreed to continue renting 
GICCA’s private mailbox at the current 
rate once Pingree documented the group’s 
501(c)(3) status, which would allow him 
to take a charitable tax deduction. 
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By Edith Walden
Before the Great Depression, a dis-

trict of cheap housing—mostly small 
shacks and moored houseboats—was 
established north and east of the cur-
rent location of Cap Sante Marina in 
Anacortes. The district, known as “Little 
Chicago,” was populated by young, sin-
gle working men and provided an inex-
pensive place for merchants to conduct 
business. The district burned in 1957, 
after being condemned.

This September, the Port of Ana-
cortes built four new “huts” at the en-
trance to Cap Sante Marina, at 11th 
Street and Q Avenue. Designed as “in-
cubator” units to provide small busi-
nesses an inexpensive way to open 
retail outlets, the cheerfully painted 
96-square-foot units are (or soon will 
be) occupied by three different Guemes-
based businesses.

T-shirts, jewelry, and more
On September 14, Slow Loris 

opened their “shirt shack” to sell their 
popular silk-screened T-shirts (see story 
on page 21). Current hours are Thurs-

day through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m.

On October 11, islander Laura Fer-
guson will open Recaptured, where she 
will sell her beaded and wire-wrapped 
jewelry. Many of her pieces have a nau-
tical theme. Two artist friends will also 
sell “recaptured” wood—household and 
display items mostly made of monkey 
pod—that have been oiled and refin-
ished. Ferguson expects her hours to be 
Thursday through Sunday, midday-ish. 
Her outlet is still a work in progress.

Another building is occupied by is-
lander Darlene Klister, who started Fire-

Guemes Artists Open Outlets at “Little Chicago”

Light Designs 12 years ago. She has 
been making art since she was nine, and 
continues to make time for it even with 
a full-time job as a paralegal in Bell-
ingham. She now specializes in metal-
working, producing custom jewelry us-
ing wire-weaving, wire-wrapping, and 
fold-forming metal techniques. She also 
works with glass beads. Klister loves to 

teach and offers jewel-
ry-making classes by ap-
pointment in her store.

Klister is an award-
winning painter as well, 
and her pet portraits and 
textured mixed-media 
and watercolor paint-
ings of flowers and boats 
line the walls. She fea-
tures notecards by fel-

low islander Anne Bosworth—prints of 
Anne’s island-inspired watercolors.

FireLight Designs is open Saturday 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
sometimes on Friday afternoons, and by 
appointment. See firelightdesigns.net or 
contact Klister at 770-2998. 

Support your local artists
With three out of the four shops 

rented by Guemes residents, perhaps the 
Port of Anacortes should consider re-
naming the area “Little Guemes.” What-
ever it’s called, be sure to stop by to sup-
port our budding retail entrepreneurs. 

Darlene Klister hosts a grand opening at 
Cap Sante Marina.

"Little Chicago" at Cap Sante Marina

By Edith Walden
In addition to support from the 

Guemes Island Property Owners As-
sociation, the Guemes Ferry Trail pro-
posal has been endorsed by the Guemes 
Island Community Council Associa-
tion, the Guemes Island Environmental 
Trust, the Guemes Island Library Board, 
and the Guemes Island Firefighters As-
sociation.

The proposal, which also has the 
support of Skagit County Director of 
Parks and Recreation Brian Adams, 
would create a trail on the east side of 
Guemes Island Road from Schoolhouse 
Park to the ferry landing. The multipur-
pose trail would provide a safe path for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, horseback riders, 
and persons using wheelchairs.

Members of the Guemes Ferry Trail 
committee have gathered more than 300 
signatures on a statement of support for 
the proposal. They want to gather more 
signatures. The statements are posted for 
signing at the Anacortes ferry terminal, 
the Store, and the Guemes Island Li-
brary. You may also sign a statement on-
line at linetime.org. 

The committee is working to identi-
fy funding opportunities for the project. 
Committee members are Lorrie Steele, 
Maryam Schutz, Chris Damarjian, and 
Mary Jo Andrak. For more information, 
contact guemesferrytrail@gmail.com. 

Ferry Trail Project 
Gathers Steam
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On August 3, native islander Eric Veal and Jessica VanderPloeg were married at Rosecrest 
Equestrian Estate in Monroe, Washington. Jon Prescott officiated at the ceremony. Guests were 
invited to wear Kentucky Derby hats to the wedding.    

Eric, the son of islanders Glen and Janice Veal, is a graduate of Anacortes High School and 
Western Washington University. He received master’s degrees in information systems and busi-
ness administration from the University of Washington’s Foster School of Business in 2005 
and 2006, respectively. He currently works as a technology programs manager for the Hacker 

Group, a marketing agency in Seattle.
Jessica is the daughter of Jim and Mary Vander-

Ploeg of Vancouver, Washington. She attended Wash-
ington State University, where she earned her degree 
as a doctor of veterinary medicine. She works at the 
Cottage Lake Veterinary Hospital in Woodinville. 

The couple lives in Redmond and plans to honey-
moon in the Yucatan Peninsula.

Islanders Jessica Lynch and Carson 
Parks were married September 7 in a 
ceremony at Lummi Rocks, just east of 
Lummi Island.

More than 140 people were ferried 
from Cap Sante Marina in Anacortes to 
the rocks by the whale-watching boat 
Island Explorer. The bride, daughter of 
David and Tisch Lynch of Bellingham, 
and groom, son of Lane Parks and Se-

quoia Ferrel of Guemes, and their fami-
lies were waiting on the rocks under an 
arch, and a public-address system al-
lowed people on board the boat to hear 
their vows.

After the couple joined the party for 
a sunset cruise back to town, the cele-
brants went to Pier 1 at the Port of Ana-
cortes for a nautically themed reception. 
The menu featured pizzas made on-site 
from a mobile pizza oven. The Scott 
Pemberton Trio of Portland, Oregon, 
played dance music until midnight.

About 100 guests enjoyed a warm, sunny 
outdoor wedding ceremony on Guemes on 
September 1, as islanders Zoanne Hyland and 
Linda Donato celebrated their marriage. The 
couple, who have been together for 20 years, 
were officially married on August 25 at Saint 
Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle, but wanted to 
have another ceremony they could share with 
their Guemes friends and family. The cere-
mony was conducted by a close friend, King 
County District Judge Donna Tucker.

Following the ceremony, guests enjoyed 
music by Suzie Gwost, Andy Gladish, and 

Bud Almond during a meal. Chocolate and lemon wedding cake was made by  
Laurie Gere of Gere-a-Deli.

Linda and Zoanne plan to honeymoon this fall in Myanmar (formerly Burma).

On June 29, island-born-and-raised Shan-
non Marie Bragg married Gregoire Alexis Menu 
of Paris, France, at the Chateau Vallagon Hotel 
in Montrichard, France. Shannon is the daugh-
ter of islander Becky Bragg and the late Bar-
nel Bragg. She is a graduate of Anacortes High 
School and has a master’s degree from La Sor-
bonne in Paris. She is studying and teaching 
French literature at Brown University.

Gregoire is the son of Marie-Paule Berranger 
and Michel Menu of Paris. He has a master’s de-
gree from La Sorbonne Nouvelle in Paris and is 
currently studying and teaching French literature 
at Harvard University.

They live in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Hyland-Donato

Bragg-Menu Lynch-Parks

Veal-VanderPloeg

Wedding Roundup 

Interested in getting word of 
your nuptials, or those of a loved one, 
into the Tide? Let us know! Send us 
email at editorial@guemestide.org, 
call us at 299-9999, or drop us a note 
at 4709 South Shore Drive, Anacortes 
WA 98221-9579.
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By Sally Stapp-Brigham
Twenty-two years ago my husband, 

Dick, sister Jen, and I kayaked from 
North Beach to Clark Island. We 
stopped on Sinclair for lunch and then 
continued to our destination—a lovely 
DNR campground. The next day Jen 
and Dick left to explore Matia Island 
while I lounged around Clark. I had 
been nursing a vague ache that morphed 
into acute kidney-stone pain by the 
time they returned. I was nauseous, too, 
mostly from the fear of having to paddle 
all the way back to Guemes in a too-
brisk north wind.

Just then a young Canadian fam-
ily arrived via motorboat from their 
Lummi cabin for a picnic on the beach. 
When Dick described our predicament, 
the father unhesitatingly offered us a 
ride to the mainland. In those pre- 
cell-phone days we couldn’t call for as-
sistance until we arrived at the Lummi 
ferry-dock store. An ambulance ride to 
St. Joe’s in Bellingham, an overnight 
stay, and some wonderful drugs to end 
the pain proved to be my salvation.

Fast forward to our August 2013 
kayak/rowboat trip to Lummi Island’s 
Marine Trail campground. While we 
were unpacking our boats and hauling 
our gear up from the beach to camp, a 
motorboat landed very near us in this 
cozy cove. The occupants had come to 
this beach from their Lummi cabin for 
a glass of wine. While I swam, Dick and 

Small World Department: A Serendipitous Encounter
the husband chatted about Dick’s Pyg-
my kit-built rowboat.

When Dick mentioned we were 
from Guemes the wife said, “Years ago 
we met some Guemes kayakers on Clark 
Island. The lady needed to be taken 
to the mainland because of a kidney 
stone.” Dumbfounded, Dick said, “My 
wife had a kidney episode on Clark Is-
land years ago!”

Many “COULDN’T BEs” and  
“NO WAYs” later, she mentioned we 
had sent the family a geography board 
game as a thank-you. My eyes puddled 
up. I apologized for probably being less 
than pleasant during our first meeting. 
They were charming, mentioning that 
their sons were now in their early 20s. 

We posed for photos by the same boat 
that had saved me from pain, and ex-
changed emails. We’re scheduled for an-
other chance meeting in 2033—on or 
around Lummi Island.

We had never camped at this par-
ticular place, and they had been there 
only once last year. Don’t you just love 
once-in-a-lifetime coincidences? Thanks, 
Barry and Liz. It was lovely to meet 
you under such pleasant circumstances. 
Cheers. 

Heavenly Care, Inc.
Adult Family Home

for Seniors

WA State Lic # 752144

• Personal Care 
• Registered Nurse on Staff
• Memory Care
• Medication Administration
• Activities
• Meal Preparation
• Laundry & Cleaning
• Hospice

7055 Holiday Boulevard
(360) 299-8584 

HeavenlyCareInc@hotmail.com
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By Karen Everett 
Behind every good firefighter, there’s 

someone volunteering to cheer them on 
in the form of comfort food. For many 
Guemes firefighters—and for lots of 
other islanders—that someone is Lor-
raine Francis, known to many as “the 
volunteer’s volunteer.” 

Practically since the day she land-
ed here in 2004, Francis has been the 
person to rely on for food for countless 
events on Guemes Island. She is a mem-
ber of that rare breed that’s just “there 
when you need them.”

She often cooks and organizes pot-
lucks for events at the Church, the 
Community Center, and elsewhere, in-
cluding many for the Guemes Island 
Fire Department. Lorraine is also a key 
member of Guemes Connects, whose 
mission is to help those who are medi-
cally or otherwise challenged to be able 
to stay on Guemes. Help from Con-
nects volunteers comes in many forms. 
It could be just a blood-pressure check 
or a ride to the ferry or to Anacortes, or 
it could be a dozen drives to chemo in 
Seattle.

Lorraine also coordinates the great 

A  Ta s t e o f  G u e m e s

Lorraine Francis Connects—With Food and With People

Lorraine shows off a sunflower in her garden. She also grows fava beans, which she 
learned to love on a trip to Tuscany.

volunteer cooks for the weekly Gath-
ering luncheons on Thursdays, which 
were originally started by Leta Hayden 
and have been offered for about eight 
years. 

Lorraine has probably helped with 
hundreds of meals on the island—
lunches at the Church, platefuls of 

spaghetti, tureens of soup—as well as 
helping distribute dozens of hearty 
sandwiches for firefighters during some 
very tense times, the most recent being 
the huge Clark Point residential fire in 
May 2012, when a hundred emergency 
responders were transported to Guemes 
and worked all night.

From an island to an island
Like the tales of many folks who 

wind their way to Guemes Island, hers 
is a story of serendipity. 

Born Lorraine Hancock, she spent 
her childhood with three brothers on 
the island of Oahu in Hawaii. It’s there 
that she met and married Gerry, who 
was then a shipmate of her brother Tom 
on a submarine (though he hailed from 
landlocked Salt Lake City). After Gerry’s 
discharge they lived in Southern Cali-
fornia, where they started their family 
of three children (Patrick, Malia, and 
Christopher). She then spent decades 
adding to her résumé, including work-
ing for three internal-medicine doctors 
and, from 1981 to ’92, as a paramedical 
rep doing insurance-company physicals 
in Utah and Idaho. 

As with many an islander, she gives 
the credit for “finding” Guemes to a 

Zucchini Spice Cake
For those who’ve been wanting to taste Lorraine’s zucchini spice cake again, it will 

be at the next Gathering lunch in October. Here’s the recipe.

*Use unpeeled, seeded zucchini. This is a great way to use those large zucchini 
that were hiding in your garden.

1. Grease and flour a bundt or angel-food cake pan. (I use Baker’s Joy baking 
spray with flour.) Preheat oven to 350°F.

2. Beat oil and sugar in a large bowl. Add eggs and beat until light and fluffy. Add 
the zuke and vanilla and mix gently. In a separate bowl, mix together the dry ingre-
dients, then add to the zucchini mixture and mix thoroughly. Pour into prepared pan 
and bake 1 hour.

3. Cool on a rack for 15–20 minutes, then remove from pan to cool. Serves 12–15.
Serving: It’s great topped with cooked apples, peach slices, or a dollop of ice 

cream. This cake also freezes well to use throughout the winter.

1 c. canola oil
2 c. sugar
3 eggs
2 c. grated zucchini*
3 tsp. vanilla

3 c. flour
4 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. baking soda
½ tsp. baking powder
½ c. chopped nuts (optional)
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dear person: her brother, Tom Han-
cock of West Beach. “Tom and Karen 
sailed around all over the San Juans and 
found it,” she says, “and bought a place 
in 1992.” She and Gerry would come to 
visit them once a year, and in 2003, she 
finally told Gerry, “I can’t visit Guemes 
anymore and go back to the heat of 
summer and cold of winter in Utah!” 

And then the surprise she’d hoped 
for: Gerry retired in 2004, and they 
soon moved into the coach house at 
NorthWind Gallery. While working for 
Sally Riordan there and helping with 
events (many involving food!), Lorraine 
says she had a chance “to meet a lot of 
islanders right away.” 

A message through the ceiling
Near-disaster—or what some might 

call fate—propelled the Francises to vol-
unteer for the Guemes Island Fire De-
partment (GIFD). That came in the 
form of a tree that fell on their home, 
crashed through the roof, and landed 
on their bed, nearly killing them both 
on November 15, 2006. They were so 
moved by the outpouring of help they 
received that Gerry joined GIFD, where 
he is now assistant chief and a firefight-
er/EMT. Lorraine serves as the depart-
ment’s public information officer, sup-
port staff, and chef. 

Both Francises work hard at their 
volunteering, but they play, too. Some 
of Lorraine’s food inspiration has come 
from a promise she and her siblings 
made about 10 years ago to have a four-
couple trip/reunion every other year. 

As we walked her garden, she point-
ed to the fava beans, and recounted 
their first trip: two weeks in Tuscany, 
where all eight of them were taught by  
a chef for one week. 

“The house we stayed in was 500 
years old, and it was the home of the 
chef,” she recalls fondly. “The cooking 
class was our meal for the day.” Gerry 
learned how to make pasta, she added, 
“and before that, he had never cooked. 
Now he is our pasta guy.”

And she’s the go-to gal when it 
comes to food on Guemes. If you’re 
hungry, tired, or cold, Lorraine Francis 
will be there with something to comfort 
you, fill you, and cheer you up. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Bud Strom turns 91 on October 3.
Ian McCracken turns 7 on October 6.
Jane Read turns 95 on October 7.
Richard Nicolls turns 86 on October 11.
Liam Mast turns 8 on October 15.
Brenna Palmer-Perry turns 13  
     on October 16.
Hunter Danilson turns 14 on 
     October 18.
Iona Moss-McLean turns 5 on  
     October 20.
Mary Brado Earling turns 84 on 
     October 21.
Nancy Ballard turns 98 on October 25. 
Audrey LaCross turns 90 on October 28.
Madison Grassi turns 11 on October 30.

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Library has more 

than 800 VHS videotapes in its collec-
tion. More than 200 of these were never 
checked out last year. The Library is sell-
ing these tapes for 25 cents each or five 
for a dollar. 

The diverse collection has titles for 
everyone, including Revenge of the Pink 
Panther, Ocean’s Eleven, South Pacific, 
Bringing Up Baby, Pirates of the Carri-
bbean, Monsoon Wedding, Desperados, 
Four Weddings and a Funeral, Harold 
and Maude, The Truman Show, The Big 
Chill, and Shakespeare in Love. Drop 
by during Library hours to pick up 
some bargains that are worth watch-
ing again. The Library is open Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 
p.m. and Fridays and Saturdays from 2 
to 4 p.m.

Volunteers get appreciation
“As it takes a village to raise a child, 

it takes a community to keep a library 
open,” Library board president Carol 
Pellett notes. On September 18, the Li-
brary board hosted its annual volunteer 
appreciation night at the Church, with 
appetizers and desserts. About 34 volun-
teers, including 9 board members, keep 
the Library open four days a week as a 
free service to islanders. With so many 
volunteers, the evening is an opportuni-

Library News: Surplus Videotapes for 
Sale, Volunteers Honored

ty for volunteers to 
get to meet people 
they may not know, 
in addition to receiv-
ing thanks and rec-
ognition.

Pellett report-
ed at the event that 
there were 1,384 
people who walked 
into the Library last 
year. Of those, 84 
came in to use the 
computer. This does 
not count those who 
use the free wi-fi ser-
vice from outside 
the Library. In 2013, 

there have already been 118 people who 
have come into the Library to use the 
computer. 

New board member
Terry Ebersole’s term as a board 

member expired and he has resigned. 
Connie Cantrell has been appointed 
as a new member of the board. Oth-
er board members are Mary Jo Andrak, 
Anne Casperson, Jim Dugan, Barba-
ra Hoenselaar, Marla Hovey, Carol and 
Howard Pellett, and Susan Rombeek. 

“It Takes a Community,” Says President Carol Pellett

Surplus videotapes are being offered for sale at the Guemes 
Island Library.
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He wasn’t a fan of holidays, birth-
days, meetings, sermons, or formal oc-
casions. But every day for Scotty Camp-
bell was a holiday of sorts, a celebration 
of his own creation. 

And if you needed a special tool, as-
sistance, or advice, this retired typewrit-
er repair man/bartender living in the 
woods—grumpily, joyfully, carving a 

wood sculpture, restoring a classic truck, 
or rebuilding an obsolete power tool 
“for no good reason”—would take the 
time to help.

This self-described “crotchety old 
fart” designed his shop as a masterpiece 
of organization with dozens of custom-
made boxes, labeled and in place, for 
storing his tools, catalogs, spare parts, 
materials, and appurtenances. You need-
ed it, he could find it. 

Holding forth wearing his multi-
patched Carhartt overalls and gripping 
a cigar, he was a master storyteller, often 
with himself the butt of the joke. Inde-
pendent to a fault, modest in lifestyle, 
fiercely dedicated to family, and espe-
cially to Jeanie—in my mind he was  
everything Guemes is about. 

Scotty died August 15 of a rapacious 
form of cancer. A remembrance gather-
ing will be announced at a later date.

•
Speaking of what Guemes is about, 

take a close look at the latest phone 
book, the staggering no-profit effort 
produced by the Women’s Fellow-
ship of the Guemes Island Community 

Church. The 32-page volume contains 
642 residential listings plus 83 (free!) 
business listings and 18 organizations.

The book follows a grand tradition 
started in 1977 under the leadership of 
Church president Esther Smith. A dedi-
cated person could pretty easily mem-
orize the 287 listings on nine pages. 
There were no “yellow pages” and just 
six organizations. 

The “29” part of the “293” pre-
fixes was left off (to save ink?) because 
in those days you only had to dial five 
numbers. And by that I do mean “dial,” 
as push-button phones were a rarity.

I treasure my copy of the original, 
beat up and falling apart as it is, not just 
for historical reasons but because it is so 
elegantly illustrated. Sketches by Yvonne 

Davis, Phil McCracken, Linda Porter, 
and Valma Vallquist grace its pages.

The 2013–14 edition has its own 
charm, with a picture of quilters on 
the cover. And it features other aspects 
undreamed of in 1977—10-digit cell 
numbers and email addresses. And it 
still sells for just $5.00!!

The heroes for the past two editions 
were Carol Harma and Anne Passarelli. 
Anne is still involved, collecting data 
for 2015. Corrections and additions can 
be called in, 299-2549, or, better yet, 
emailed to passarellia@clear.net. 

Copies of this treasure are available 
at the Store and will be on sale at the 
Holiday Bazaar Saturday, November 30.

•
Just ran across the Store’s first review 

(in the Evening Star) as observed by Dix 
Baker 15 years ago. At that time called 
Anderson Feed and Grain, it had been 
open three months:

“I stopped by Win and Elaine’s 
‘Weed and Feed’ the other day. The 
store has quite a layout, where you can 
buy all kinds of exotic goodies, such as 
‘Famous Guemes’ cookies and pies, deli 
stuff and sandwiches. They have movie 
rentals and most important, beer and 
wine. Upstairs they have local artwork 
for sale, Zobra, Dorothy and Beki paint-
ings, Jill’s jewelry and windsocks by Al-
ice. Oh, yes, they have Billy Stix too.

“Outside they have the Anderson Pe-
troleum pumps with regular April Fuel 
and Super Passing Gas. The north park-
ing lot has a stone formation where local 
druids can worship.

“I enjoyed my coffee in the ‘rumor 
room’ where you can sit and talk to  
other curious people. I ordered a  
‘Franktucker’ with mustard and relish 
and tried to flirt with the sexy gal (his 
wife, Joyce) behind the counter. She 
wouldn’t give me the time of day, kept 
using words like ‘senile’ and ‘sick’ and 
‘go get on the ferry.’ She sure did look 
familiar. . . .” 

The colorful entrance to Scotty’s domicile

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting, 

October 8, 2013,  
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  

Public welcome.
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•  in memoriam •

Zanna Suzann Martin, a former resident 
of West Shore Road, died August 16 in Ana-
cortes. 

She was born to Lloyd and Zelpha Dye 
on January 25, 1952, in Orange City, Cali-
fornia. She lived in Huntington Beach for 
most of her life, moving to Guemes Island 
with her husband, Andy Martin, in retire-
ment. Following Andy’s passing, she moved 
to Anacortes.

While on Guemes, Zanna was active 
in several community events, was a help-
ful master gardener, and participated in the 
Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count.

She was a hard worker with varied inter-
ests and a ready smile, and she touched the lives of many people as a caregiver. 

Her parents, her brother Steven Dye, and her husband, Andy, preceded her in 
death. Survivors include son Joshua and daughter-in-law Erin, four grandchildren, 
and sister Rhonda. 

A memorial service was held on Guemes in September.

Zanna Martin

By Karen Everett
Nearly 100 people came to Square 

Harbor Lane on September 21 to at-
tend the fifth Slow Loris Studio sale in 
as many years.

“It’s really a customer apprecia-
tion party, where we have food, beer, 
and wine, and give them a chance to 
print something on a favorite item for 
only $5,” says Slow Loris founder Jes-
sica Lynch. “Not really a sale, but a big 

Slow Loris Gives Back
thank-you to 
our commu-
nity.”

And the 
thank you 
was all-out. 
She and busi-
ness partner 
Arlo Rumpff, 
along with 
her new hus-
band Car-
son Parks and 
employee 
Maijah Bean, 
served food 
and drink and 
hosted “Por-

traits a Go-Go.” It’s an old-fashioned 
photo booth (the kind where where you 
get four chances for a good shot), but 
with a new twist: it’s on wheels. With 
the booth come all sorts of props, such 
as wigs, hats, glasses, and other gag 
items.

In addition, Parks showcased his line 
of wood art for his new company Knot-
weld, finely honed creations includ-
ing madrona candleholders, rolling pins 

from various hardwoods, and spinning 
tops.

Lynch started Slow Loris as a student 
at the California College of the Arts in 
1997. (It’s named after an endangered 
species of primates.) In 2007, she was 
joined by business partner and islander 
Arlo Rumpff. Her studio, on the ground 
floor of her home on Square Harbor 
Lane, showcases their screen-printing 
process and is also a floor-to-ceiling 
warehouse/showroom with cubicles full 
of sweatshirts, T-shirts, and other items. 
Of her hundreds of designs over the 
last 16-plus years, there are at least 40 
of them on hand at any given time to 
be shipped out to hundreds of vendors 
worldwide. 

This has been a benchmark year in 
many ways. Arlo and significant oth-
er Anya Mayo had a daughter, Nalu, 
on June 10, and Lynch and Parks were 
married on September 7 (see story on 
page 16). While they were on their hon-
eymoon sailing through the San Juan 
Islands, their new “shirt shack” opened 
on the corner of 11th and Q at the en-
trance to Cap Sante Marina in Ana-
cortes (see story on page 15). And as if 
September wasn’t action-packed enough 
for the company, Rumpff’s 3-month old 
Nalu and her mom Anya were featured 
on the cover of the Skagit Valley Herald 
on September 11.

To learn more about Slow Loris, go 
to slowshirts.com. 

Arlo Rumpff and Jessica Lynch ham it up in a picture from their rolling 
photo booth, called “Portraits a Go-Go.” 
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ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

Are You Ready for 

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies

Guemes Island 
Renewable Energy Tours

Renewable Energy?
Consultations 
with Ian Woofenden

Energy Efficient 
Home Strategies

Renewable 
Energy Systems
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Five Years Ago
With the Save the Mountain 

campaign on the brink of success, 
leaders are already planning a 
looping trail passing some of the 
best views on the way to the top. 

Mysterious concrete remnants 
believed to date to the 1917 
Sloan Shipyard are uncovered 
by tenants on the former Mack 
Thomson property on South 
Shore Drive.

Betty Lowman’s 13-foot dug-
out rowing canoe is donated to 
the Anacortes Museum. The boat 
was Betty’s solo conveyance from 
Guemes Island’s North Beach 
1,300 miles north to Alaska in 
1937.

—The Evening Star, October 2008

Ten Years Ago
The Community Center awards a 

contract for $9,646 to bring the bath-
rooms up to American Disability Act 
(ADA) standards. Architect Dick Hein 
announces the work should be complete 
by Thanksgiving.

A solar and wind electric demonstra-
tion grid-tied system is being installed at 
Anderson’s Store in partnership with So-
lar Energy International. Project direc-
tor is Ian Woofenden. 

A 19th-century maritime scene  
plays out off Guemes’s South Shore, as 
guests are rowed out to board the rep-
lica two-masted schooner Lady Wash-
ington for a three-hour cruise. Among 
the ship’s crew are Mike, Sue, and Ivy 
Gwost. 

—The Evening Star, October 2003

Fifteen Years Ago
Ground is broken for the first expan-

sion of the Community Center since 
it was built in 1913. The 560-square-
foot addition was designed to house the 

Guemes Library and Center 
office space. The winning 
bid for the first phase was 
$26,892. 

Work continues on the 
Murray Read Pavilion at 
Schoolhouse Park as Bill 
Warmouth and Mike Gwost 
work with Franz Fellner’s 
sawmill to cut beams that 
will cure over the winter. 

—The Evening Star,  
October 1998

Fifty Years Ago
Eight of nine Guemes 

families responding to a sur-
vey conducted by the Ana-
cortes School District favor 
keeping the island school 
closed and transporting 

their children to town. 
—Anacortes American, June 13, 1963

One Hundred Years Ago 
A. F. Morris, publisher of the Bell-

ingham Argus, and Chas. L. Gant, for-
mer editor of the Guemes Tillikum, have 
formed a partnership for the publication 
of the Argus and this week bought the 
plant of the Tillikum from C. A. Dunn 
of Guemes Island. The plant is to be put 
on a scow and moved to Bellingham. 

—Anacortes American,  
September 18, 1913

Guest Lori Stamper (left) and ship apprentice Ivy Gwost hear 
some salty tales from one of the deckhands aboard the tall ship 
Lady Washington as the vessel cruises local waters in fall 2003.
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