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By Edith Walden
Island Hospital CEO Vince Oliver spoke to a packed 

house of about 50 islanders and Island Hospital commission-
ers at a Soup Supper program on June 4.

Oliver, who has been CEO for 13 years, began by explain-
ing that Island Hospital is a public hospital district that has 
the authority to levy taxes for public projects. Used for capital 
projects only, taxes do not fund hospital salaries or operation-
al expenses. The hospital is governed by a board of five elected 
commissioners, two of whom are Guemes residents: Chip  
Bogosian and Jan Iversen.

Providing unique services
The 43-bed hospital has 6 intensive-care beds, with room 

to expand to 10, and 6 labor and delivery beds. All rooms are 
private. Island Hospital is one of the few hospitals that owns 
and operates its own laboratory, and one of the few that of-
fers home health services. Other unusual services are the 
TeleStroke network, which provides webcam diagnosis at the 

By Edith Walden
June 1 was a per-

fect day for running, 
cool and overcast, as 
166 people participat-
ed in the 16th annual 
Dog Island Run: 105 
runners ran the 10K 
race and 57 walkers 
walked the two-mile 
walk (there were also  
4 undetermined par-
ticipants).

For the fifth time 
Curtis Easton, 28, 
won the race, with a 
time of 35 minutes 
and 57 seconds. Miran McCash, 24, won the women’s divi-
sion with a time of 45:29. The course is one of the most diffi-
cult 10K races in the state. 

Curtis Easton Finishes First in the Dog Island Run—Again

Island Hospital CEO Addresses Soup Supper Crowd

Other division 
winners were Hunter 
Berard, 9, and Alli-
son Meyer, 11 (ages 
14 and under); Matt 
Strosbourgh (15–
18); Justin Dempsey/
Chiam and Michelle 
Beaumont (30–39); 
Jon Bengelink and 
Cindy Jackson (40–
49); Ron Wichmann 
and Karen Pembroke 
(50–59); Bill Pech 
and Catherine Davis 
(60–69); and Rudy 
Gahler, 85 (one of 

two runners 70 and older). Gahler’s time of 69:55 placed him 
ahead of 17 other runners—all considerably younger.

Curtis Easton (center, #7, in light blue) takes an early lead in the race.

Swedish Neuroscience Institute in Seattle; a licensed pediatric 
sleep center; a psychiatry and behavioral health program; ad-
vanced wound care; hyperbaric oxygen therapy; and a walk-
in clinic that has served 5,100 patients in the one year it has 
been open.

Oliver outlined statistics for the last 
decade and the fiscal status of the non-
profit hospital—solvent but operating 
on a very small margin. Fiscal threats 
include $3.2 million in bad debt, state 
budget cuts, sequestration cuts, pressure 
to keep up with technical advances, and compensation for ser-
vices. Seventy percent of patient revenue comes from the gov-
ernment.

A murky road ahead
The remainder of the program focused on Island Hospi-

tal’s joint agreement with Skagit Valley Hospital and Cascade 
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Letters
Running Rudy responds

To the Guemes Tide,
Thank you so much for the great 

article (“Rudy Gahler: A Venerable 
Champion,” May 2013, page 14) and 
the nice introduction by Tim Wittman 
at the 10K run (Editors’ note: the author 
received a special trophy at the Dog Island 
Run on June 1; see page 1). 

It was a fun event, especially since 
the sun came out. It was almost more 
attention than I deserve. I think I won 
because I was the only one in my age 
category (or was there somebody else in 
the 70-and-over group?).

I remember that 30 years ago I saw a 
70-year-old at a five-mile run, and I was 
surprised a guy that old could still run. 
Now there are many good runners in 
that age group.

As a doctor, I always preached that 
with regular exercise you can still have 
fun in your mid-80s, and of course I 
had to prove that. 

If my example encourages some 
older people to exercise, it made it all 
worthwhile.

—Rudy Gahler

Plants, blood, and thanks
Thank you, Guemes Islanders!
Guemes Connects was the recipi-

ent of the funds from this year’s plant 
sale hosted by Toni Schmokel and her 
team of volunteers (see the June Tide, 
page 20). To everyone who donated or 
purchased plants, we can’t thank you 
enough for your continued support, 
which makes it possible for Guemes 
Connects and the Gathering Lunch to 
serve and assist island residents. Ideas 
regarding the funds that will benefit the 
community are already in the works.

We also want to thank everyone who 
rolled up their sleeve and donated a pint 
at our summer blood drive. We add-
ed 20 pints to the blood bank’s supply. 
Thank you to Juby Fouts and Dyvon 
Havens for arranging the appointments. 
We aim for 25–30 donors each time and 
we had 26 scheduled, but due to last-
minute cancellations or donor screen-
ings we ran a little short. If you weren’t 
able to share a pint this time, there will 
be another opportunity in February.

—Lorraine Francis
Coordinator, Guemes Connects

General Store Marks 15 Years 

It was a family affair on June 6 at Anderson’s General Store as (from left) Charlotte and 
Shaw Clifton and Elaine and Win Anderson celebrated the 15th anniversary of the 
Store. Store patrons enjoyed free pizza slices and live music, with free ice cream cones 
for kids.
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Editors’ note: This is the first of an  
irregular series in which the Tide will 
publish brief profiles of its volunteer staff-
ers, to help readers get to know who creates 
the paper.

By Nick Allison
It’s probably no accident that Dyvon 

Havens—whose quiet, self-effacing 
manner masks a mind of considerable 
intensity and a highly accomplished 
past—wound up as the Guemes Tide’s 
circulation manager. Her job is one of 
the largest, most challenging in publish-
ing a newspaper, yet it’s all but invisible 
to most readers.

Dyvon keeps track of each of the 
Tide’s 460-plus mail subscribers (name, 
address, payment status, expiration 
date), manages the associated software, 
organizes each issue’s work party to af-
fix the mailing labels, and works closely 
with the Postal Service to get the issues 
sorted, delivered, and mailed.

Why go to all this trouble? Partly, 
she says, it’s being a member of a team. 
“You get to know people pretty well 
when you’re pulling together to make 
something a success,” she comments.

She also values the Tide’s role on the 
island, as she valued the Evening Star’s 
before it: “When people are informed, 
they’re more involved in a community.”

After growing up in northwest Or-
egon and earning a business degree at 
Oregon State University, Dyvon worked 
an array of jobs—including TWA stew-

Meet the Staff: Dyvon Havens

ardess (yes, they were still called that), 
staff to a condo developer, and social 
worker—while also pursuing nature- 
related passions like camping, skiing, 
hiking, and climbing.

In the 1980s she returned to school 
in California to study biology, earning a 
bachelor’s and then a master’s degree.

Eventually the pull to return to the 
Northwest led to her a job at Wash-
ington State University Extension in 
Mount Vernon, as a Skagit County ex-
tension agent. 

For 18 years she worked closely with 
commercial farmers, creating education-
al programs and helping them problem-
solve and find resources.

Meanwhile, she was looking for a 

home in the Skagit area, and in 2003 
found Guemes. It was love at first sight. 
“My passion is nature,” she explains, 
“and I always wanted to live in a place 
where I could commune with nature 
but also have access to a town.” 

She adds, “It wasn’t until after I got 
here that I learned what an incredible 
community this is. People help each 
other and know each other, often at re-
ally important levels.

“I feel like I’ve worked all my life to 
live on Guemes, even though I didn’t 
know Guemes existed.”

She married husband David Sla-
baugh in 2005, and from their ver-
dant property above South Shore Drive, 
Dyvon happily pursues her chief pas-
sions: gardening, nature, and cooking—
oh yes, and her two adored Havanese, 
Moki and Maisy. 

Dyvon has the undivided attention of her 
two adored Havanese, Moki and Maisy.
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By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Com-

munity Church has selected 
Sally Balmer to be acting pas-
tor for six months, beginning 
in August. 

The search for a pastor 
began last September after 
Martha Kline resigned the 
position. Search committee 
member Gary Curtis told the 
Tide that they had received 
very few profiles of prospec-
tive pastors from the United 
Church of Christ (UCC), with 
which the Church is affiliated. 

The Church had explored 
the possibility of Reverend 
Balmer working with them 
alongside her current position 
as part-time pastor of Pilgrim 
Congregational UCC in Anacortes. When the job-sharing could not be accom-
plished, Balmer eventually decided to resign her position in Anacortes, which she 
has held for almost nine years, to take the temporary Guemes job. Her contract will 
be reconsidered after six months. When the selection was announced to the congre-
gation on June 16, there was sustained applause, Curtis reports.

Balmer grew up in Oregon and attended the Vancouver School of Theology in 
British Columbia, where she also earned a graduate degree in Spiritual Direction. 
She’d been a pastor in Oakland, Suquamish, and Seattle before coming to Ana-
cortes, where she also served as a board member of the Anacortes Family Center.  

Citing an affinity with the inclusiveness of the Guemes Church and its focus on 
issues involving peace and environmental protection, Balmer expressed excitement 
about the opportunity to serve in “such 
a beautiful space with such amazing peo-
ple. We fly similar flags,” she told the 
Tide, referring to the two churches’ flags. 

“It was time to try something new—
to take a jump and be open to life,” she 
added.

Sally plans to remain living in her 
close community in the lower Cap Sante 
neighborhood in Anacortes. She gath-
ers regularly with neighbors on Tues-
day nights, so will not always be able to 
attend the Soup Supper programs on 
Guemes. 

She loves to bike, is fond of bird-
watching and kayaking (at a novice lev-
el), and enjoys “the occasional glimpse 
skyward to appreciate still new-to-me 
stars and constellations.”

It sounds like she’ll fit right in with 
her new congregation, helping to create 
and maintain sacred space. 

By Carol Deach, president of the Guemes 
Island Historical Society

How would it feel to have our own 
museum on Guemes? Think of it! A 
place to store and display artifacts from 
the generations before us—photo-
graphs, articles they used, historical doc-
uments—a place for the generations to 
come to learn from and remember our 
ancestors and the memories we cherish. 

The Guemes Island Historical Soci-
ety has started a building fund. Our first 
fundraising project will be a Historical 
Society calendar. We need your help. 
The calendar’s theme will be “commu-
nity events.” Guemes Island has long 
been known for events to bring us to-
gether. The Community Center and the 
Church (both celebrating their 100th 
anniversaries next year) were built to 
sponsor and promote such events that 
build and maintain a community.  

If you have photographs of events 
like Christmas and Halloween parties, 
Easter egg hunts, Thanksgiving dinners, 
4th of July parades, the famous salmon 
barbeques, the Memorial Day pie sales, 
Fall Festivals, or any other major events 
that you would be willing to share with 
us to consider for publication in the cal-
endar, please contact Carol Deach at 
708-2726 by August 1.

Please put your name in pencil on 
the backs of the photographs. We only 
want to borrow them for the calendar 
and will treat them with love and care 
then return them to you. Carol will per-
sonally pick them up and return them. 

The Historical Society will meet on 
Monday, July 8, at 7:30 p.m. for a work 
party to install a display case for artifacts 
at the Community Center. 

At the June 11 meeting of the 
Guemes Island Fire Commissioners, 
Jodi Meekins was appointed assistant 
secretary. In the nominally paid posi-
tion, she will train with current secre-
tary Carol Pellett, who is responsible  
for recording minutes of meetings  
and doing the fire department’s  
bookkeeping.

Jodi has more than 20 years of 
professional bookkeeping experience. 
She told the Tide, “I wanted to help the 
fire department without having to run 
through a burning building”—some-
thing she actually had to do as a child 
to escape a fire.

Pellett plans to retire when Jodi 
has finished training.

Jodi Meekins Joins  
Fire Department

Historical Society 
Launches Museum 

Campaign

Church Selects an Acting Pastor

Sally Balmer has been selected as the acting pastor for 
the Guemes Island Community Church.

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meetings, 

July 9 and August 13, 2013,  
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  

Public welcome.

Photos Sought for Calendar
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After our unusually dry June, the annual burn ban may come sooner than usual. 
Last year’s ban began on August 17. It usually lasts into October.

During a burn ban, outdoor burning is restricted to small (less than three feet in 
diameter) recreational fires only. Those fires are allowed only when they use charcoal 
or firewood, are enclosed and attended (by someone 16 or older), and are at least 10 
feet away from standing timber. 

You must have a shovel as well as a charged garden hose, two five-gallon buckets 
of water, or a Class-A fire extinguisher present at the site.

If it’s an especially dry season, the fire department will request that islanders re-
frain from any kind of burning. Watch for the fire-danger signs near Anderson’s 
Store or on the Anacortes ferry dock. The burn ban will also be announced on the 
Guemes Island Fire Department website (guemesfire.org). 

For more information about burning and burn permits, see the fire marshal’s 
web page at skagitcounty.net or call 419-7789. 

One of the many valuable services 
Guemes Connects provides to island-
ers is transportation to medical appoint-
ments and other places. 

Susan Rombeek and Anne Passarelli 
are volunteer transportation coordina-
tors and have a list of volunteer drivers 
available to provide transportation in 
their own vehicles.

It takes a little time to coordinate 
drivers and schedules, so Rombeek re-
quests that people call for transportation 
as far in advance as possible. “We realize 
it is not always foreseeable, but unlike a 
taxi service, we are just friends who help 
out when we can,” Rombeek explains.

If you need transportation assistance 
or would like to volunteer your services 
as a driver, contact Rombeek at 293-
0777 or Passarelli at 299-2549. 

The Skagit Land Trust announced 
that Kit Harma and Ian Woofenden 
have been appointed as the new on- 
island land stewards for Guemes Moun-
tain. They are replacing recently retired 
stewards Marianne Kooiman and Joost 
Businger.

Both Harma and Woofenden have 
been active in maintaining the trail to 

By Nick Allison
On May 18, the Region 10 division 

of the Society of Professional Journal-
ists (SPJ) honored a story published in 
the Guemes Tide, awarding it second 
place in the “General News Coverage” 
category for nondaily newspapers.

The story, “A Long, Long Night of 
Fire,” was written by Edith Walden, the 
Tide’s editor-in-chief and lead reporter, 
and was the cover story in our June 
2012 issue.

The SPJ’s Region 10 division 
presents its “Excellence in Journalism” 
awards annually. This year, there were 
more than 1,900 entries from more 
than 260 news outlets across Alaska, 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Mon-
tana. Needless to say, most competitors 
in the “Nondaily Newspapers” category 
are weeklies that have considerably 
larger circulations than the Tide’s and at 
least some paid staff.

Congratulations to Edith on this 
well-deserved recognition for a fine 
piece of professional-level reporting.

Labyrinth expert Betty Hawkins (left) and Norm Prewitt walk a double-spiral 
labyrinth that they installed on the back lawn of the Guemes Island Community 
Church. About 30 people attended the labyrinth service on June 2. A Cretan 
labyrinth (with a somewhat more mazelike design) is currently installed at the site. 
The public is welcome to walk the labyrinth through the 4th of July. The Church is 
planning to design and install a permanent labyrinth in the future.

Watch for the Summer Burn Ban

Tips on Reserving  
Transportation With  

Guemes Connects

A Spiral Into Serenity

Land Trust Announces New Stewards  
for Guemes Mountain

the Mountain and in talking to visitors, 
duties they will continue in their role as 
land stewards. Carolyn and Ed Gastel-
lum will continue as off-island stewards.

The Skagit Land Trust owns the 70-
acre Mountain Conservation Area on 
top of Guemes Mountain and is respon-
sible for maintaining and preserving the 
natural habitat. 

Tide Story Wins  
Award from  

Journalists’ Society
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Editors’ note: This section lists island 
events we think readers might want 
to know about more than a month in 
advance.

• On September 5, Skagit County 
Public Works will hold a Public Ferry 
Forum at 5:30 p.m. at the Community 
Center.

• On September 21, Jessica Lynch 
will be having a studio sale of her Slow 
Loris apparel from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

•Save the Date•

Elizabeth Ockwell, shown here in her studio, will exhibit water-
colors and etchings at the Scott Milo Gallery in Anacortes from 
July 5 to July 30. The gallery is located at 420 Commercial Avenue.

Due to unforeseen circumstances, 
the concert by Portland band Bingo 
Therapy that was scheduled for July 13 
as a benefit for the Schoolhouse Stage 
will be postponed until later this year. 

For updates on the progress of  
the Schoolhouse Stage project, see 
schoolhouseparkstage.org.

There’s still time to get your tickets 
for the return of the Guemes Island 
Chamber Music Series on July 6, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Community Center. The $20 
tickets can be purchased at Anderson’s 
General Store, from Jacquie or Bob 
Prescott (588-8206), or at the door.

Violinists Nancy and David Bean, 
violist Karie Prescott, and cellist Lloyd 
Smith will perform works by Barber, 
Brahms, De Falla, and Torelli, in addition 
to various Americana tunes.

Karie Prescott founded the series in 
2007 and brings renowned musicians 
twice a year for concerts on Guemes. 
She is currently working on attaining 
nonprofit status for the series and has 
concerts planned for more than two 
years into the future. She reports, “Many 
artists would love to visit our beauti-
ful island and share their multifaceted 
musical talents.”

Engineer-
ing geologist 
Scott Magorien 
will lead a hike 
to the top of 
Guemes Moun-
tain on Satur-
day, July 13, 
from 10 a.m. 
to noon. Scott will point out geologic 
features along the trail and will describe 
the geological history of the Mountain 
and the surrounding islands at the sum-
mit. Bring your lunch to enjoy at the 
top of the Mountain.

Sponsored by the Skagit Land Trust, 
the hike is limited to 15 people. To 
make a reservation, call Maya Cough-
Schulze at 428-7878, ext. 206. There is 
no charge for the hike.

It’s not too late to donate those unused or excess items 
that you’re tired of storing. For the 12th year, Howard Pellett 
will pick up your “good stuff” to take to Shipwreck Day in 
Anacortes. The festival, sometimes described as a giant com-
munity garage sale, will be held on Commercial Avenue on 
Saturday, July 20, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

If you have old tools, sporting goods, small appliances, 
household items, and other knickknacks and gadgets that are 
clean and in usable shape that you’d like to donate, please 
contact Howard or Carol Pellett at howardp71@gmail.com 
or 293-8128. 

Howard can’t accept large furniture, tires, books, cloth-
ing, mattresses, large appliances, computers, TVs, electron-
ics, paint, batteries, or exercise equipment. If in doubt about 
your donations, call Howard to discuss them.

Proceeds from the sale go to support the Smart Recovery 
addiction program, a 501(c)(3) organization that Howard 
conducts at the Monroe Correctional Complex, the Ever-
ett Community Justice Center, and the new Smart Recovery 
group in Anacortes. It  helps inmates, parolees, and others 
lead addiction-free lives. For more information about How-
ard and his programs, see page 8 in the June 2012 Tide.

Ockwell Art Will Show in Anacortes

Bingo Therapy  
Concert Postponed Geological Hike on 

Mountain Trail
Chamber Music  

Concert on July 6

Donate for Shipwreck Day
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The annual Fall Festival—the arts, 
crafts, and bake sale sponsored by the 
Church Women’s Fellowship—will be held 
on Saturday, August 31, from 10 a.m to 2 
p.m. at the Community Center.

Artists and craftspeople may reserve 
space by contacting Peggy Pair at 293-
5022. A table inside the Community Cen-
ter rents for $25; an outdoor space is $10 
and you provide your own table. Early reg-
istration is recommended.

Stop by to enjoy local arts and baked 
goods and help raise money for the Betty 
Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship Fund. You can also help the general fund for 
the Guemes Island Community Center by buying a hot dog with grilled onions.

Children ages 4 through 10 can still register for Science Camp, which begins Mon-
day, July 1, and runs through July 5 (excluding the 4th of July) from 9:30 a.m. to noon at 
the Hall. Kids must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

In addition to science activities, math, art, music, and literature will be included in 
the hands-on fun. The theme of this year’s camp is “habitat.” Children will be divided 
into three groups according to age and taught by retired educators Kathy Finks, Carol 
Harma, and Holiday Matchett. To register a child for camp, contact Finks at 588-9192. 
Advance registration is required.

Cannery Underground (Tim Wittman and Dave Perkins) will appear on Satur-
day, August 3, at Deception Pass State Park, at the official centennial celebration for 
Washington State Parks. They will perform from 11 a.m. to noon. Tim reports that 
his sister and brother-in-law will also perform with the band.

The free, all-day festival features live music, children’s games, a sailing regatta, a 
quilting bee, history displays, and guest speakers. The main events will be at the east 
end of Cranberry Lake, near the main park entrance, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Jacquie Prescott (left) models a Slow Loris 
T-shirt that has been getting a lot of press. 

After island artist Jessica Lynch learned that 
no one was seriously injured when the Skagit 
River bridge collapsed on May 23, she quickly 
added the grade given to the bridge by Wash-
ington State to a T-shirt she had designed years 
ago, and jokingly added a photo of it to her 
Facebook page. It went viral. The shirt has been 
featured on King TV News, National Public 
Radio, and the Puget Sound Business Journal, 
and she’s sold over 300 shirts. Even the three 
victims who fell into the water wanted them. 

The shirts are available at Anderson’s Store 
or slowshirts.com.

Fall Festival Comes Early This Year

Dave Davelaar displays his hand-forged 
iron works at last year’s Fall Festival.

Calling All Science Campers

Wittman Band to Play at Deception Pass

Bridge Goes Down,  
T-Shirt Sales Go Up
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By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Property Own-

ers Association (GIPOA) held its annual 
meeting on June 8. About 35 islanders, 
along with board members Juby Fouts, 
Roz Glasser, Howard and Carol Pellett, 
Susan Rombeek, Connie Snell, and Bob 
Stickrod, attended the meeting. 

GIPOA President Howard Pellett 
announced the results of officer elec-
tions: Howard was reelected president 
for a two-year term, Carol Pellett was 
reelected treasurer for a two-year term, 
Marla Hovey was elected on-island 
trustee for a three-year term, and Bob 
Groeschell was reelected off-island trust-
ee for a three-year term. Pellett thanked 
retiring trustee Connie Snell for her 
many contributions, including her clear 
and precise communication and help in 
keeping the board “on track.”

A review of the year’s activities in-
cluded the sponsorship of the appli-
cation and signature drive to rename 
Southeast Point to Casperson Point.  

GIPOA Holds Annual Meeting
Officers and Citizen of the Year Elected; Health-Care Mergers Discussed

The application has been approved by 
the Washington State Committee on 
Geographic Names and will be present-
ed to the state’s Board on Geographic 
Names in July for final state approval. It 
will then move to the federal level.

GIPOA also replaced the badly 
scratched window in the waiting room 
at the Guemes ferry terminal and paid 
for brush removal at the S curve on 
South Shore Road, a chore that GIPOA 
will continue to perform. Pellett 
thanked Leota Price and Carol Pellett 
for their work in updating and publish-
ing the annual Guemes Guide. 

Edith Walden was elected Citizen of 
the Year for 2013 by the GIPOA mem-
bership (see sidebar). The award for out-
standing service to the community was 
first given to Murray Read by GIPOA 
in 1996.

Speaker addresses health care
Dr. Marshall Goldberg, a retired 

ob-gyn representing People for Health-

care Freedom, was the guest speaker. (A 
representative from Island Hospital had 
been invited to speak but was not avail-
able. Island Hospital CEO Vince Oliver 
had spoken at a Soup Supper program 
on Guemes on June 4—see article on 
page 1.)

A self-proclaimed political activist—
or as he prefers, a “communitarian”—
Goldberg presented the organization’s 
concern about the pending affiliation 
of Island Hospital, Skagit Valley Hospi-
tal and its regional clinics, and Cascade 
Valley Hospital with one of four larger 
health-care institutions. Of the four 
choices of Virginia Mason, the Uni-
versity of Washington Medical Center, 
PeaceHealth, and Providence Health 
and Services, the latter two are faith-
based institutions.

Goldberg emphasized that the qual-
ity of care in such institutions is not in 
question; rather it is a question of re-
specting patients’ rights, he asserted. Of 
particular concern are the 43-page Ethi-
cal and Religious Directives for Catholic 
Health Care Services (see tinyurl.com 
/eandrd) that detail the kind of care and 
advice that can be offered at a Catholic-
based health-care facility. “The profes-
sional-patient relationship is never sepa-
rated, then, from the Catholic identity 
of the health care institution,” the docu-
ment states.

In question are issues about repro-
ductive, fertility, abortion, and contra-
ception services; end-of-life counseling, 
the Death with Dignity Act, honoring 
advanced directives (living wills) and 
physicians’ orders to not resuscitate; and 
the rights of LGBT patients and fami-
lies. While medicines to suppress pain 
are allowed in the directives, Goldberg 
called attention to the following di-
rective: “Patients experiencing suffer-
ing that cannot be alleviated should be 
helped to appreciate the Christian un-
derstanding of redemptive suffering.” 

Following a lively question-and- 
answer period, Goldberg referred 
those seeking more information to the 
websites healthcare-freedom.net and 
mergerwatch.org. 

By Holiday Matchett
At their June 8 annual 

meeting, the members of the 
Guemes Island Property Owners 
Association (GIPOA) chose Edith 
Walden as Guemes Island’s 
Citizen of the Year for 2013. 

Howard Pellett, president 
of GIPOA, explained that this 
award recognizes Edith’s “excel-
lent reporting for the Guemes 
Tide as well as skills as editor-
in-chief.” (A story Edith wrote 
also recently won a journalism 
award; see page 5.) 

Many islanders are familiar 
with Edith’s numerous other 
contributions to island life. This 
past spring she was the energy and leader behind the “all-island photograph” for 
Justin James (see the May 2013 Tide, page 1). She has also chaired the Guemes Island 
Internet-TV Advisory Committee and served as secretary to the South Shore Road 
Advisory Committee. Her work at her certified organic orchard, Willowrose Bay, led her 
to become the first recipient of the Sustainable Guemes Award in 2006.

At the GIPOA meeting, Edith received a certificate of recognition and a check for 
$50 to the charity of her choice, which was the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholar-
ship Fund.

Edith Walden Is Citizen of the Year

Howard Pellett presents a certificate to Edith Walden, 
Guemes Island Citizen of the Year for 2013.
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        Summer       Brought to you by Karen Everett, REALTOR
®
 

 Guemes Real Estate NewsGuemes Real Estate NewsGuemes Real Estate News 
 

        GuemesIslandExpert.comGuemesIslandExpert.com  
                              (360) 202(360) 202--73737373         Each office independently owned and operatedEach office independently owned and operated   

GuemesGuemesGuemes   
   IslandIslandIsland 

This waterfront estate on charming Guemes Island has it all: 
the privacy of 3+ acres; striking water views of nearby    
islands and spectacular Mt. Baker; and a woodsy trail to 
your 90 ft of beachfront on a secluded cove where you can 
moor your boat. Two master suites upstairs, 2 bedrooms 
downstairs, with a separate soaking tub, shower & sauna, 
game room & mud room. 1500 feet of decks, lighted 
sports court, 4-car garage, and an outdoor fire pit.                       
                                                                $1,950,000 

 

  

  

One-of-a-kind, 2-acre property with 100 feet of waterfront 
on the Guemes Channel. 2-bedroom cabin with grassy 
lawn & great beach sits in front of 3-story  building. Huge 
main house with machine shop in basement, main floor 
garages of over 2000 square feet, and third floor with   
living space and incredible views. Exterior is unfinished. 
Someone's dream may serve as a footprint for yours.                                     
         $897,243 

Lawns that feel like your own mini-Hyannis Port: Sweeping 
from a 4-bedroom home down to a sandy west-facing 
beach & a real boathouse, it's one of the most beautiful 
spots in the San Juans. Views of the islands and the   
shimmering waters of Bellingham Channel. Two brick fire-
places, beamed ceilings, huge decks with view hot tub, 
plus a 400 sq ft guest cabin. Partial 2002 remodel. Great 
hiking, biking, fishing, crabbing and Orca watching here.                                             
        $1,100,000 

Graphic Design by Sophia DobraGraphic Design by Sophia Dobra  

What’s Sold on Guemes? 
Last 365 days—Courtesy: NWMLS 

      Sale  
      Price       

6048 West Shore Road $787,500 
4429 Agate Road 585,000 
5797 Lervick Road 535,000 
4592 South Shore Road 505,635 
4717 Guemes Island Road 450,000 
4980 South Indian Village Lane 440,000 
5992 Guemes Island Road 355,000 
4243 Edens Road 330,000 
5245 South Shore Road 249,000 
7250 Holiday Boulevard 200,000 
7143 Upland Drive 175,000 

MARKET REPORT: 
Well-priced homes continue to draw multiple offers and sell at a 
brisk pace around in Anacortes, where it is now a seller’s market. 
However, all that action hasn’t quite trickled over to Guemes Is-
land.  The effect of the market upswing here is that many listings 
that had been stale for several years have finally sold on 
Guemes. However, in many cases the homes were overpriced to 
begin with and the sellers then had to chase the market down to 
the bottom.  Being overpriced almost always backfires, bringing 
in less than a home might have fetched were it priced right to 
begin with. For a free comparative market analysis, call me. 

2013 
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Former race director Tim Wittman 
presented a special trophy to Gahler in 
honor of his tenth race with the Dog Is-
land Run and for his extraordinary fit-
ness and inspiration. (For more about 
Gahler, see page 14 of the May Tide and 
this issue’s “Letters” on page 2).

Race Director Trish Bradley not only 
coordinated a very successful race, but 
finished third in the women’s 50–59 di-
vision. Other volunteers who helped 
were Mary Jo Andrak, Chip Bogosian, 
Jerry Bosworth, Kelly Bradley, Anne 
Casperson, Carol Deach, Jim and Reva 
Dugan, Jan and Terry Ebersole, Chuck 
Hallingstad, Barbara Hoenselaar, Marla 
Hovey, Dave Margeson, Don Passarelli, 
Carol and Howard Pellett, Larry Pyke, 
Susan Rombeek, Cece and Mark Spahr, 
and Nancy White.

Valley Hospital to search for a larger 
organization to affiliate with. “The ad-
vantage of being affiliated with a larger 
organization is to help us prepare for a 
very murky future of medicine,” Oliver 
explained. Specific advantages would be 
help with information technology, phy-
sician recruitment (Washington is the 
fourth-lowest-paid state in the country 
for Medicare), negotiating better payer 
and employee contracts, and buying 
power for routine supplies, due to econ-
omies of scale.

Oliver insisted that Island Hospital 
must retain local governance, reserving 
powers to approve significant changes 
in services, among other things. From a 
patient’s point of view, nothing would 
change, he hoped. “You would see the 
same Island Hospital identity,” he said. 
“You’d have the same kind of care you’re 
getting now with the same friendly faces 
and the same level of service, and maybe 
even brought up just a notch.”

Two of the four organizations that 
have responded to the hospitals’ request 
for proposals are Catholic organizations. 

Stuff on Guemes Sell-Off 
Cars, tools, boats, appliances, riding 
lawnmowers, weed-eaters, power 
tools, hand tools, pickup trucks,     
trailers, 55’ mobile home, real estate, 
motorcycles, stereos, generators, 
pumps, big fuel tanks, winches,      
331/3 rpm LPs, crab pots, chains, 
ropes, milled lumber, novelties, bull-
dozers, front-end loader, heavy trucks. 
 

Call Jeff: 293-6346 
Leave message if no answer 

The Dog Island Run is sponsored 
by the all-volunteer Guemes Island Li-
brary; proceeds of around $1,700 will 
go to fund Library expenses. The 10K 
race is co-sponsored by Skagit Runners 
and is certified by USA Track & Field. 
Local businesses donated prizes for ran-
dom drawings, food, water stands, and a 
shuttle bus. 

To view complete race results, see 
linetime.org. 

Numerous questions were directed to 
Oliver asking about the Ethical and Reli-
gious Directives for Catholic Health Care 
Services that govern the services provid-
ed in Catholic hospitals. (For a related 
article, see page 8.) Each organization 
has made a presentation of its proposal 
to the boards and has been questioned. 
(To see the request for proposals and the 
four responses, visit islandhospital.org 
/leadership.) Deliberations are expected 
to continue through July, and negotia-
tions with the selected organization will 
probably continue through the rest of 
the year.

Oliver acknowledged a possible 
conflict with separation of church and 
state issues that have never been tested 
in court. The American Civil Liberties 
Union is challenging alliances between 
public hospitals and faith-based organi-
zations, and further mergers and acqui-
sitions by Catholic entities in Washing-
ton would surely raise antitrust issues, 
he asserted.

What is the best strategy for man-
aging an unpredictable future? “We’re 
trying to get people to stay healthy,” he 
concluded. 

ISLAND HOSPITAL CEO
(continued from page 1)

DOG ISLAND RUN
(continued from page 1)

Top left: Miran McCash ran the 10K race in 
45 minutes and 29 seconds, winning the 
women’s division. Above: Rudy Gahler, 85, 
ran his tenth Dog Island Run, won his divi-
sion (70 and older), and was presented a 
special award.
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The Guemes Tide Community Calendar July 2013

When What Time Where Contact

July 1, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Science Camp for Kids 9:30 am - Noon Hall Kathy Finks 588-9192
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
GIPAC 7:00 pm Church Allen Bush Jr. 293-7439

July 2, Tues. Meditation Class 9:00 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Science Camp for Kids 9:30 am - Noon Hall Kathy Finks 588-9192
Family Park Play Day 3:00 pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090

July 3, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Science Camp for Kids 9:30 am - Noon Hall Kathy Finks 588-9192
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

July 4, Thu. July 4th Parade 10:30 am North Beach
Independence Fire Department Garage Sale Noon - 3:00 pm Fire Hall Dave Margeson 299-0902
Day GICCA Hot Dog Sale Noon Park Julie Pingree 293-2269
July 5, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Science Camp for Kids 9:30 am - Noon Hall Kathy Finks 588-9192
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

July 6, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Chamber Music Concert* 7:30 pm Hall Jacquie Prescott 588-8206

July 7, Sun. Church Service: Bob Anderson 8:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Church Council 10:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

July 8, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
A Course in Miracles 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726
Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

July 9, Tues. Meditation Class 9:00 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Family Park Play Day 3:00 pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:00 pm Fire Hall Chip Bogosian 293-2760

July 10, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Ramadan Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Begins Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
July 11 Thu. Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Library George Meekins 840-9391
July 12, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

July13, Sat. Geologic Hike 10:00 am - Noon Guemes Mountain Maya 428-7878
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

July 14, Sun. Church Service: Martin Taylor 8:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
     All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When What Time Where Contact

July 15, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

July 16, Tues. Meditation Class 9:00 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Family Park Play Day 3:00 pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Knitting Night 7:30 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

July 17, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

July 19, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

July 20, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
July 21, Sun. Church Service: Jon Prescott 8:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
July 22, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

July 23, Tues. Meditation Class 9:00 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Family Park Play Day 3:00 pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090

July 24, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

July 25, Thu. CERT Radio Test 7:00 pm Gail Nicolls 293-9540
July 26, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

July 27, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
July 28, Sun. Church Service: Bob Anderson 8:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
July 29, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cemetery Committee 6:00 pm Store Dixon Elder 293-8935
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

July 30, Tues. Meditation Class 9:00 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Family Park Play Day 3:00 pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090

July 31, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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When What Time Where Contact

Aug. 1, Thu. Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Aug. 2, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 3, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Aug. 4, Sun. Church Service 8:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Church Council 10:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Aug. 5, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
GIPAC 7:00 pm Church Allen Bush, Jr. 293-7439

Aug. 6, Tues. Meditation Class 9:00 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Primary Family Park Play Day 3:00 pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Election Day
Aug. 7, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Aug. 8, Thu. Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Library George Meekins 840-9391
Aug. 9, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 10, Sat. GIPOA 9:30 am Library Howard Pellett 293-8128
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 11, Sun. Church Service 8:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Aug. 12, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726
Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 13, Tues. Meditation Class 9:00 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Family Park Play Day 3:00 pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:00 pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 333-6297

Aug. 14, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Aug. 16, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

     All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.



The Guemes Tide Community Calendar August 2013

When What Time Where Contact

Aug. 17, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Aug. 18, Sun. Church Service 8:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Aug. 19, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Aug. 20, Tues. Meditation Class 9:00 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Family Park Play Day 3:00 pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090
Knitting Night 7:30 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 21, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Aug. 23, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 24, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Aug. 25, Sun. Church Service 8:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Kiss and
Make Up Day
Aug. 26, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Cemetery Committee 8:00 am Store Dixon Elder 293-8935
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Aug. 27, Tues. Meditation Class 9:00 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Family Park Play Day 3:00 pm Park Sophie Dobra 588-9090

Aug. 28, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Aug. 30, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Aug. 31, Sat. Fall Festival 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Hall Peggy Pair 293-5022
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

UPCOMING Public Ferry Forum, Thursday, September 5, 5:30 pm at the Hall

        To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).



 

Premier low bank 
waterfront home designed 
to take full advantage of 

the western views.  
 

$885,000  MLS# 483026 

What you get when you 
list your property with 
Margi: 
 

FULL-TIME PROFESSIONAL REAL 
ESTATE AGENT WITH 11 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

TOP PRODUCING AGENT  

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS OF YOUR 
PROPERTY 

HIGH QUALITY MARKETING 
MATERIALS 

TOP SEARCH ENGINE  
PLACEMENT 

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITES 

CONTINUOUS MARKET UPDATES 

AVAILABLE TO CLIENTS 24/7 

OVER 100 MILLION IN SALES 

Where Do You Want to Live ? 

Cypress Island 
$259,000    MLS# 495079 

10 Sinclair Island 
$625,000    MLS# 407914 

 This is a great time to invest in 
real estate with historically low 
interest rates and a good rental 
market.  Please call if you would 
like a list of great investment 
properties.  It is good to have an 
investment that is a tangible asset 
that makes money. 
 

If you need a CMA (Comparable 
Market Analysis) please call... 

5027 West Shore Road 
$498,000    MLS# 443365 

7404 Guemes Place 
$240,000    MLS# 472919 

4592 South Shore Drive 
$505,635    MLS#428616 

5992 Guemes Island Road 
$355,000    MLS#364116 

Vacant Land 
7121 Upland Drive  $55,000 MLS# 453146 
Lot 2 Holiday Blvd $64,000 MLS# 464533 
Lot 80 Holiday Blvd. $195,000 MLS# 465500 
5433 W Shore Road $199,500 MLS# 243077 
7822 S Beach Lane $234,000 MLS# 347927 
1A Island Crest Lane $110,000 MLS# 476127 
Lot 76 Evergreen Lane $42,500 MLS# 406351 
Lot 13 Samish St. $43,500 MLS# 458748 
5058 Totem Trail $218,000 MLS# 448697 
NHN Island View Drive $350,000 MLS# 73849 

4592 South Shore Drive 
$585,635    MLS#46827 

4603 S Shore Drive 
$598,000    MLS# 230532 

5340 Beechnut Tree 
$1,187,000    MLS# 445562 

6094 West Shore Road 
$798,000    MLS# 490950 

W 
Windermere Real Estate/Anacortes Properties 

Margi Houghton  

(360) 202-0041 
margi@windermere.com 

www.margihoughton.com 

To view more listings go to GuemesIsland.com 
Specializing in Guemes Island Real Estate 
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By Edith Walden
Thanks to many Tide readers, former 

islander Stefan Verbano has successfully 
raised the money needed for the poul-
try project he is working on as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Zambia (see page 22 
of the June Tide).

Stefan reports that the people in the 
Mwanachama Co-op have made more 
than 3,000 hand-molded clay bricks 
needed to build a poultry house. The 
donations will facilitate the building 
of firing kilns, where the bricks will be 
baked in mango-branch fires for several 
days until cured. Villagers will then dig 
furrows and pour cement for a founda-
tion, and the bricklayers will start con-
structing walls.

The poultry house will enable the 
co-op to raise 300 broiler chickens in 
16-week cycles to be sold locally and to 
neighboring markets and restaurants. 
The resulting chicken manure will be 
used to fertilize village crops, and will 
result in a more sustainable and locally 
based food system, Verbano hopes.

For more information about the 
progress of the project, see “Letters from 
an Island Son, Far from Home” (Letter 
Nineteen) on linetime.org. 

All Funds Raised for  
African Poultry Project

By Holiday Matchett
Island-raised Laura Bassett graduated 

in June from the University of Oregon 
in Eugene. Her mother, Susan Bassett, 
and her grandparents, Jim and Jackie 
O’Neil—all Guemes residents—attend-
ed the ceremony. 

Laura earned a bachelor’s degree in  
landscape architecture. Her art emphasis 
and love of plants led her to this major, 
encouraged by two Guemes mentors, 
the late Dick and Alice Hein. “I owe 
Dick everything,” she says. “As a for-
mer graduate of U of O, he encouraged 
me to go there, and Alice taught me the 
Latin names of plants when I helped her 
with her garden.” 

When Laura presented her senior 
project for a biodynamic sustainable 

Laura Bassett Graduates
winery in So-
noma, Cali-
fornia, she 
was startled to 
later remem-
bered that 
Dick’s final 
architecture 
project was 
also a winery. 

She par-
ticipated as 
part of a team 
competing in 
the interna-
tional Land 
Art Genera-
tor Initiative 

competition. Their goal was to create art 
forms that also generate energy at Fresh-
kills Park on Staten Island. (“Freshkill” 
is a Dutch word meaning “riverbed.”) 
Her team placed in the top 10 percent 
of the entries.

Laura attended the Running Start 
program at Skagit Valley College for 
two years before entering the University 
of Oregon with another Guemes gradu-
ate, Stefan Verbano. Now she is back in 
the Anacortes area, has started a com-
pany called Bassett Landscapes, and has 
completed several projects for clients in 
the area. 

She looks forward to working and 
apprenticing for one to three years in or-
der to become a certified landscape ar-
chitect. 

Joining Laura (in cap and gown) on graduation day are, from left, Patri-
cia Moore, Jim O’Neil, Katherine Luehrs, Susan Bassett, Ian Warmouth, 
Peri Kantor-O’Neil, Jackie O’Neil, and Diana Arntz.

**LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS ** 
BURLINGTON 
1-888-557-6778                                                      WHIDBEY ISLAND 

GUEMES ISLAND  
FRIDAY HARBOR 

EAST SOUND 
LYNDEN 

 
 
 
 
1-360-707-5550                                                                            Ask about our  
www.vanderyachtpropane.com                          BUDGET PAYMENT plans 

Heavenly Care, Inc.
Adult Family Home

for Seniors

WA State Lic # 752144

• Personal Care 
• Registered Nurse on Staff
• Memory Care
• Medication Administration
• Activities
• Meal Preparation
• Laundry & Cleaning
• Hospice

7055 Holiday Boulevard
(360) 299-8584 

HeavenlyCareInc@hotmail.com
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By Edith Walden
When former islander Bob Easton, 

now 91, was in his 40s, he bought an 
HO model train set for his two boys 
and built a track over their beds—and 
then did it again after they moved to a 
new house. He admits that he was prob-
ably more excited about the project than 
his boys.

Now living at Chandler’s Square 
Retirement Community in Anacortes, 
Bob has joined former islander Frank 
Thompson and John Conlee in an elab-
orate project of laying out train sets in 
a visiting room and a converted storage 
room at Chandler’s Square. With help 
from Maintenance Supervisor John Fuik 
and donations of time, materials, and 
complete train sets, the project has built 
up steam, so to speak.

The AC&R line (Anacortes, Chan-
dler’s, and residents) runs in a scenic 
custom-designed room (a beautiful mu-
ral of Mount Baker and generic moun-
tains, painted by Anacortes artist Jenni-
fer Bowman, lines the walls) on a train 
bench that is divided into three sections 
and includes a mountain tunnel and a 
trestle bridge over a gorge. Miniature 
scenes are planned for each of the three 
sections, the first one being a replica of 
Anacortes in the early 1900s. Replicas of 
a sawmill and an oil refinery are in the 
works. An electronic switchboard con-

Trains for the Young at Heart

trols 13 zones, and the trains run inde-
pendently, requiring a trained engineer.

In an adjoining visiting room, an-
other complete train set operates on a 
figure-eight track on a plywood bench 
with miniature buildings. Guests are 
welcome to visit the train room by call-
ing Bob or Frank for a personal tour 
and the joy of seeing “boys” having way 
too much fun. 

Bob Easton takes in the elaborate (and still developing) train room at Chandler’s Square. 
The background mural was painted by Jennifer Bowman.
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When bids to replace a culvert and 
widen the road at milepost .46 on South 
Shore Road were opened on June 3, the 
two bids contained errors, exceeded the 
engineer’s estimate, and were rejected, 
Skagit County Senior Project Engineer 
Larry Krueger told the Tide. 

Skagit County Public Works has de-
cided to combine that project with the 
planned soil-nailing project near Cayou 
Creek on South Shore Road, and to re-
quest new bids for the combined proj-
ect, which are expected to be be opened 
on July 22. If one is successful, con-
struction is scheduled to begin on Sep-
tember 13, Krueger said. 

South Shore Road Work 
Delayed Until September
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By Edith Walden
Island artist Leo Os-

borne is currently dis-
playing art in Anacortes 
at Burton Jewelers. In the 
first week of July he’ll be 
adding some eagle sculp-
tures. 

In mid-July through 
the first week in Au-
gust, he will be display-
ing three sculptures there 
that will soon be part of a 
traveling exhibition to be 
shown in Ohio, Louisi-
ana, Michigan, Virginia, 

and South Carolina. The show, Environmental Impact, opens September 1 at the 
Canton Museum of Art, and includes work by Robert Bateman, Kent Ullberg, and 
other international artists. Osborne’s piece Still Not Listening, sculpted 24 years ago 
in response to the Exxon Valdez oil spill, will be featured in the show and at Burton 
Jewelers. In August, new works will be hung at Burton Jewelers, including a new 
bronze sculpture of a pair of owls, Harmony.

Osborne has been juried into the prestigious Birds in Art exhibit, comprising 
100 contemporary artistic representations of birds, at the Leigh Yawkey Woodson 
Art Museum in Wisconsin from September 7 to November 10. He will also exhibit 
in the annual juried international art festival sponsored by the Artists for Conser-
vation at Grouse Mountain Lodge September 28 to October 6 in Vancouver, B.C. 
And Osborne’s work will also tour in the annual Society of Animal Artists’ exhibit 
Art and the Animal, which opens at the Bennington Center for the Arts on Sep-
tember 1. The tour continues to the Hiram Blauvelt Art Museum in New Jersey, 
the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum (January 11 to April 5, 2014), and then to the 
Booth Museum of Western Art in Georgia.

Don’t miss your chance to see his works of nature close to home. 

By Sally Stapp-Brigham
Since 1996, the Guemes Island Wa-

terworks group has been estimating salt 
levels in numerous island wells by test-
ing for chloride concentrations (salts). 
With the exception of the reverse- 
osmosis system on West Beach and a 
few rainwater catchment systems, most 
Guemes Islanders get their water from 
a private or shared well. Wells that dip 
into the aquifer (a water-saturated gravel 
layer) in the center of the island draw 
water with consistently low salt levels—
below 20 milligrams per liter (mg/l). 

The wells along the shorelines tell 
a different, more troubling story be-
cause seawater can intrude into the well 
source. There we have recorded values 
ranging from 14 to 350 mg/l. The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency set an up-
per limit for chlorides in drinking water 
at 250mg/l. Concentrations above that 
are considered unhealthy and may ex-
acerbate some medical conditions.

The Waterworks group will test your 
water in July for a nominal fee ($3.00) 
to cover supplies. Pick up a sample bot-
tle (July 1 through July 8) at 5191 Lew-
is Lane (the corner of Lewis Lane and 
Guemes Island Road) from Sally Stapp-
Brigham, fill it with water from your 
faucet, and return it for testing. We can 
test about 30 samples this month. 

Call Sally at (425) 501-1435 to 
check for availability. June 18 marked the 

beginning of summer 
Family Park Play Days 
at Schoolhouse Park. On 
Tuesdays throughout the 
summer, island kids and 
their parents or guardians 
are invited to come play 
together at the Park at 3 
p.m. Organizer Sophie 
Dobra encourages families 
to bring their choice of 
balls, bats, racquets, Fris-
bees, bikes, trikes, side-
walk chalk, bubbles, or other fun stuff, 
as well as water bottles, snacks, and sun-
screen.

Depending on the weather and the 
tides, the event may occasionally move 

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

Are You Ready for 

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies

Guemes Island 
Renewable Energy Tours

Renewable Energy?
Consultations 
with Ian Woofenden

Energy Efficient 
Home Strategies

Renewable 
Energy Systems

Got Salt?
Have Your Well Water Tested

Leo Osborne Exhibits Near and Far

The sculpture Mo-Bee-Us will be exhibited at Burton  
Jewelers and then tour the country.

Park Play Days Resume; Campout Planned for August
to the beach. Join the 
Kids of Guemes Island 
Facebook group for up-
to-the-minute informa-
tion.

The eighth annual 
Family Campout is being 
planned for the end of 
August. Guemes adults 
and kids are invited to 
attend the once-a-year 
overnight at School-
house Park, pitch a tent, 
play games, sing and talk 

around a campfire, and join in other 
spontaneous activities. Contact Sophie 
Dobra at 588-9090 for more informa-
tion or to be added to the email list for 
updates. 

Gregory Finks has some fun at 
Family Park Day.
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By Tom Murphy
After 25 years as a deckhand on the 

Guemes Island ferry and serving under 
eight ferry managers, Kirk Lunsford still 
looks forward to coming to work.

In 1988, he was “looking for a job 
on the water—something outside—and 
the ferry met the criteria,” he told the 
Tide. He applied for a full-time position 
in March but didn’t get the job. In June, 
he left to go salmon fishing in Bristol 
Bay, and at the end of the season he 
called ferry manager Tony Bacetich to 
see if a position was available. There was 
a part-time job open, and Kirk began 
work on the M/V Guemes on July 20. 

After a few years his position be-
came full-time (along with that of Holly 
Green, who was hired a month earlier—
see the June Tide, page 13).

A life on the water
An Anacortes native, Kirk graduated 

from Anacortes High School in 1971, 
spent a couple of semesters at Western 
Washington University, and then took 
a job at the salmon cannery in Ana-
cortes with a couple of friends from 
high school. After a few years there, he 
headed to Kodiak, Alaska, to work at a 
crab cannery. During the next four years 
Kirk worked a variety of fishing jobs 
and finally landed a job fishing for crab 
in 1977.

Kirk Lunsford: 25 Years on the Water
Kirk notes 

from experi-
ence that most 
of what you see 
on The Deadliest 
Catch is realistic. 
“The only part 
that is not real-
istic is that they 
are shown smok-
ing all the time,” 
he comments. 
“No one has the 
time to smoke!” 

His first year 
crabbing was 
so successful he 
was able to buy 
a boat and go 
into business for 

himself. He spent the next seven years as 
the owner of a Bristol Bay drift permit, 
and continued gillnet fishing there until 
a back injury caused him to leave Alaska 
and head to San Diego.

After a couple of years the lure of 
Anacortes was too strong, and Kirk 
headed home. He worked construction 
and drove a truck before settling in to 
what became a long-term career with 
the Guemes ferry.

Working with the public
“The hardest thing was learning to 

work with the public,” Kirk explained 
about his transition to the new job. But 
the interactions with people also made 
the job interesting. “I’ve met a lot of 
people and the interactions have been 
mostly positive,” he states. Of course, 
every once in a while Kirk would run 
into a disgruntled customer: “You have 
to learn to not take anything someone 
would say too seriously, and just move 
on and do your job.”

In addition to his deckhand duties, 
Kirk is the shop steward for the Inland-
boatmen’s Union, which represents ferry 
workers. It’s a position he also held for 
six years in the 1990s, when he was the 
negotiator for the union in contract 
talks with Skagit County. While he  
no longer negotiates, he still assists if  
a union member has a grievance, or is  

being disciplined or terminated, or if 
there is an alleged contract violation. 

Although much remains the same on 
the job as it was 25 years ago, the time 
to conduct drills has almost disappeared 
with the current ferry schedule. “When 
the runs were on the hour, there was 
time between runs to conduct safety and 
operation drills,” he relates. 

The loading of the ferry still requires 
forethought in order to maximize the 
room on the deck and get as many vehi-
cles on as possible. He remembers times 
in his early years when deckhands would 
get “chewed out” by the captain if mis-
takes in loading were made. He thinks 
he may have even been a recipient once!

The current ahead
Kirk and his 16-year-old son, Malin, 

who also lives in Anacortes, still have 
time to play an occasional game of ten-
nis or take a prolonged hike in the local 
forestlands. Kirk thinks he will probably 
“work another two or three years,” and 
then continue to look for opportunities 
to be on the water, or on the beach, or 
hiking through a national forest. Until 
then, we’ll enjoy Kirk’s great smile un-
der that wide-brimmed hat, and wish 
him well when he finally decides to go 
beachcombing full-time. 

Kirk Lunsford displays his trademark hat—and trademark smile—at 
work on the Guemes ferry.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Elijah Lux turns 12 on July 1.
Hubert Adams turns 88 on July 3.
Sam Clarke turns 16 on July 4.
Anne McCracken turns 86 on July 11.
Blake McCracken turns 12 on July 12.
Emma Moline turns 14 on July 14.
Demi Davelaar turns 14 on July 15.
Bailey Reyburn turns 15 on July 17.
Cordelia Whitman turns 8 on July 21.
Finn Olson turns 7 on July 28.
Bob Anderson turns 78 on July 29.
Matilda Martin turns 5 on August 9.
On August 15, Mallory Kilbreath turns  
     13 and Aiden Varsi turns 14.
Nota Tsitsiragos turns 16 on August 17.
Ethan Kilbreath turns 11 on August 20.
Alex Bosch turns 16 on August 21.
On August 25, Kennan Hein turns 18 
     and Marvin Shoultz turns 87.
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It took just three days for the old 
Woodfield Store to disappear from 
South Shore Road.

Bill Welch, of Welch Brothers Con-
struction, told me the 1923 bungalow 
filled just four containers. The remains 
were hauled to Lautenbach Industries 
to be sorted, ground up, or repur-
posed—100 percent recycled. Even  
the cinder-block footings get a new  
life: they will become roadbed. 

Because of the house’s history as the 
last operating store at the ferry land-
ing (see the June Tide, page 18), Tom 
Deach and I were given permission to 
remove a few items that may someday 
become part of a Guemes Historical So-
ciety museum. We took the front door 
and some divided-light windows. 

And we were treated to a surprise.

Ripping into the wall around the 
front double-hung window, I had to pry 
through heavily nailed drywall, plywood 
paneling, and ancient shiplap to expose 
the framing. It took three pry bars, a 
six-pound hammer, and some unseemly 
language. And I was racing Don Parker, 
crashing through walls on the north end 
with a four-ton-capacity track hoe. 

But there was a reward. Lying as if 
asleep on the two-by-four plate, nearly 
hidden in blankets of dust and cobwebs, 
was a rusted and rodent-chewed close-
quarters (short), wood-handled, slot-
drive screwdriver. It looks like it was al-
ready old when the carpenter lost it 80 
years ago. It wouldn’t fetch $2 in an an-
tique shop, but I consider it a minor ar-
tifact treasure with solid Guemes Island 
provenance. It reminded me of Stella 

Spring finding a piece of a packing crate 
from Latimer’s Store and telegrams re-
lated to the Guemes Island Shipyard 
while she was remodeling the “Tower 
Cottage” on South Shore Drive a couple 
of years ago. What fun. 

There was another possible artifact 
of interest regarding the Woodfield proj-
ect. It is an old cast-iron balance-beam 
scale discovered in the brush by anoth-
er Welch employee, Danny Elmore. It 
is in pieces and some are missing and 
we don’t know if it had any connection 
with Woodfield’s. I’ll check with the last 
tenant, Bruce Adkins, to see what he 
knows and whether he wants it. (As I 
write this, Bruce is recuperating after his 
wild two-week marathon moving all his 
stuff before the demolition deadline.) 

Except for that beautiful rhodo-
dendron standing sentry, the property 
where the old store stood will remain 
empty for the time being, according to 
owner Linda Ellefson. She says the fam-
ily has no firm plans at this time. 

•
On the subject of artifacts, I can also 

report that the classic grain mill found 
in the wreckage of a shed at the Bessner 
farm has been donated to the Historical 
Society by Luke Lumina, who did a fine 
job of restoring it. 

Left: A crew from 
Welch Brothers 
Construction 
takes down the 
old Woodfield 
Store. All the 
materials were re-
cycled. Right: This 
rodent-chewed, 
wooden-handled 
screwdriver had 
probably lain 
dormant inside the 
building’s walls for 
80 years.

ph
o

to
s
 b

y w
in

 a
n

d
er

s
o

n



The Guemes Tide     July-August 2013     21      

By Edith Walden
The 4th of July is a community 

event on Guemes, with several events to 
choose from—or enjoy them all!

The parade
Anyone is welcome to join the pa-

rade or to watch it from the sidelines. 
(For a brief history of the parade, see 
pages 24 and 29 of the June Tide.) The 
parade will begin around 10:30 a.m., 
led by the Guemes Island fire trucks,  
beginning at the intersection of Guemes 
Island Road and West Shore Road. The 
route travels south along North Beach 
on Guemes Island Road. Parking is at a 
premium, so arrive early to claim a spot 
to watch the classic cars, costumes, hors-
es, pets, bikes, trikes, wagons, floats, and 
all manner of pedestrians.

The Firefighters Association 
garage sale

Every two years (long enough for 
the hardworking volunteer firefight-
ers to forget how much work it is) the 
Firefighters Association sponsors a rum-
mage/garage sale. People donate their 
surplus items to the sale, which this year 
runs from noon to 3 p.m. at the Fire 
Hall. It’s a very popular event, with ex-
tremely reasonable prices, so plan to ar-
rive on time for the best deals. There 
are no early sales. At the end of the sale, 
everything is free, so drop by at 3 p.m. 
and help “recycle.” The money raised 
goes to support firefighters and island-
ers in need. You can still donate items 
to the sale on July 3 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Fire Hall.

Hot dogs at the Park
You may be conflicted this year 

about whether to shop at the Firefight-
ers Sale first, or eat an island-famous hot 
dog at Schoolhouse Park. There will be 
lines at both popular events, and both 
events start at noon. The Guemes Island 
Community Center Association will be 
selling grilled hot dogs and onions, with 
trimmings and a drink, for $4.00. Beef, 
turkey, and vegetarian dogs will be avail-
able. Proceeds go to the general fund for 
the Community Center. Visit with your 

4th of July: The Roundup

neighbors at the picnic tables, or wander 
through informational tables sponsored 
by various island organizations.

Walk a labyrinth
If you want the calming effect of 

walking a labyrinth after all the excite-

Ballots will be mailed to registered voters July 17 for the August 6 primary elec-
tion. Guemes voters will choose candidates for hospital, fire, and cemetery commis-
sioners for the fall election. 

In addition, a ballot measure will be proposed to raise the sales tax by 0.3 percent 
to fund a new county jail and police and fire protection. The current jail is housing 
more than twice the inmates it was designed for. The overcrowding is necessitating 
early release of defendants, and at times the jail can accept only the most violent 
defendants.

July 8 is the last date to update your registration if you’re currently registered to 
vote in the state. New registration ends on July 29. For more information, contact the 
Skagit County Auditor’s Office at 336-9305 or visit skagitcounty.net.

Primary Election Coming on August 6

ment of the crowd events, drop by the 
Guemes Island Community Church. 
On the back lawn, a Cretan labyrinth 
has been installed. The public is wel-
come to walk it and meditate. The laby-
rinth will remain there at least through 
the 4th of July. 

Fireworks—on the 4th only, 
please 

Speaking of calm, islanders like to 
keep their pets, livestock, and wild-
life calm. The Guemes Island Property 
Owners Association requests that you 
limit the use of fireworks to just the 4th. 
That way, animals (and some people) 
only have to be traumatized or sedat-
ed for one day. Illegal fireworks, such 
as firecrackers, rockets, and missiles, are 
prohibited on Guemes; you will be lia-
ble for any damages related to their use.

Around 10:30 p.m., along the South 
Shore of the island, you can watch the 
impressive Anacortes fireworks display, 
along with other community fireworks 
across the waters. It’s a fun way to end 
the day. 

By Nick Allison
The county Sheriff’s Office got a call on June 6 reporting a burglary that had  

occurred months earlier, according to Chief Criminal Deputy Don McDermott. 
Last November, the reporting parties had been packing up to leave the island 

when they realized they had been burgled. They decided to wait until their June re-
turn to report it. There were signs of forced entry and several pieces of jewelry miss-
ing, according to the victims, who will be assembling a detailed list of the stolen 
items so police can be on the lookout.

The residence in question is in the 5000 block of Totem Trail Road—the same 
block where a jewelry theft occurred on April 27 (see the June Tide, page 11). 
Though the two thefts were months apart, McDermott told the Tide, “You would 
have to think that it is likely that both burglary cases may have been committed by 
the same suspect or suspects.” 

There are no leads at present. 

Months-Old Jewelry Burglary Is Reported

A young patriot walks in last year’s parade.
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By Holiday Matchett
Summer is the reason 54 species of 

birds come up to Guemes on the Pacific 
Flyway, sharing the island with another 
60 species that remain here year-round. 
That makes summer a fine time to wit-
ness the wonder of the avian families 
around us. Here are a few anecdotes 
from local birders.

Dyvon Havens noticed that a pair of 
barn swallows was sitting tight (the male 
and female share the sitting duties) in 
their nest on her shed. They disappeared 
together one day, leaving the nest unat-
tended. It was her chance to play detec-
tive. She placed a ladder below the nest, 
climbed up, and positioned a mirror 
above the nest. Sure enough, there were 
four little pink babies, each about the 
size of the end of a finger and sporting  
a bit of fluff. 

Judith Horton likes to tell the tale of 
the violet-green swallows that have nest-
ed in her bird box for years. They have 
discovered that when they return to 
Guemes in the spring, hornets have tak-

Savoring the Birds of Summer
en over their nest box the previ-
ous autumn. So the birds alert Ju-
dith that they are back: they hover 
around the box and peek in, but 
do enter to build their new nest 
until Judith has performed hornet 
removal while they watch. Then 
they check on its cleanliness and 
enter the house for another sum-
mer’s occupation. 

It is Gary Curtis, who taught 
many birdwatchers, humans, and 
dogs, how to locate a barred owl. 
These large owls hunt by day and 
night, and other birds are part 
of their varied diet. Gary had a 
sheepherding dog, Chester, who 
learned—as did many islanders—
that the secret to finding barred 
owls is the racket caused by Amer-
ican robins. If you hear a horde 
of robins screeching at the top of 
their lungs, concentrated at a spot 
in the woods, you can be sure that 
an owl has been spotted by its po-
tential prey. They have ganged up 
to keep the owl out of their nests. 
During the Dog Island Run, the 

Matchetts walked the 10K course, and 
sure enough, on West Shore Road an 
owl was revealed by the alarmed robins 

For the thrills: Returning turkey vultures; soaring bald eagles; red-tailed hawks 
persecuting great blue herons; herons chugging down voles, frogs, crabs, fish; Canada 
geese flying in Vs over your head; American kestrels, merlins, and sharp-shinned and 
Cooper’s hawks dive-bombing birds at your feeders

For the trills: Two species of chickadees, spotted towhees, song sparrows, 
white-crowned and golden-crowned sparrows, purple and house finches, Swainson’s 
thrushes, three species of flycatchers (“quick three beers”)

Feeder friends: Dark-eyed juncos, pine siskins, black-headed grosbeaks, Ameri-
can goldfinches, rufous hummingbirds, red crossbills, spotted towhee

Shadowy black birds: Brewer’s blackbirds, red-winged blackbirds, brown-headed 
cowbirds, Northwest crows, common ravens

Woodsy birds: Pacific wrens, red-breasted sapsuckers, two species of vireos, 
several warblers, brown creepers, varied thrushes, cedar waxwings, ruby-crowned and 
golden-crowned kinglets, three species of pounding woodpeckers

Water birds: Mallards, three species of mergansers, gadwalls, buffleheads, 
American wigeons, harlequin ducks, two species of goldeneyes, common loons, three 
species of cormorants, two species of scoters

On-the-edge birds: Killdeer, belted kingfishers, three species of gulls, pigeon 
guillemot

Beneficial bombers: Six species of swallows
“Everywhere” birds: American robins, European starlings, English sparrows

Fun for the whole family are the 
webcams trained on nests, viewable at 
cams.allaboutbirds.org. At this writing 
they have osprey, great blue herons, 
and red-tailed hawks up, and you 
can watch them raise their babies for 
several weeks.

as we walked along.
One fine story this summer is that of 

an adult bald eagle in the South Shore 
area, who spotted a Great Blue Her-
on hunting down in Guemes Channel. 
Most likely the heron had a nest in the 
large heronry near the refinery on Fi-
dalgo Island. The eagle began to close in 
on the heron, but the alert heron lifted 
its 72-inch wings and beat with a steady, 
slow rhythm. The faster eagle beat its 
strong 80-inch wings, attempting to 
overtake the heron. But the heron had 
grabbed onto a thermal and was already 
soaring into a rising circle. The eagle 
reached the area and flew into a lower 
level of the same thermal. But no matter 
how the “national bird” tried, it could 
not catch up. As they disappeared into 
the sky, it was apparent that the heron 
baby would eat that night and the eagle 
needed another tactic to feed his chicks. 
As Don Passarelli remarked, “Maybe our 

This barred owl—whose diet includes other birds 
—was seen employing, as Gary Curtis put it, “a dif-
ferent take on the concept of ‘bird feeder.’”

A List of Birds to Watch For

Armchair Birding

(continued on page 23)
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Pearl “Mimi” Belle Townsend (Nel-
son), a part-time resident of Guemes, 
died May 29 in Burlington.

She was born May 23, 1919, in 
Medicine Hat, Alberta, to Dora Cox 
and Ernst Wilkey and moved to Bal-
lard, where she attended high school 
and eventually became a model for  
Arctic Furs. 

She was married for 35 years to 
Skagit County developer Albert Nel-
son, who preceded her in death. She 
later married Charles Townsend of the 
Guemes lsland Resort, who also preced-
ed her in death. 

Survivors include her son, Jack Nel-
son; sister, Lorraine; and two grand-
children.  

A memorial service was held at Burl-
ington Cemetery in June.

On Saturday, August 10, from 2 to 
4 p.m., there will be a memorial service 
at the Stutzman home on Guemes 
Island to remember and celebrate 
Jacque’s life. Since Jacque loved the 
outdoors and her garden, this will be 
an outdoor event, rain or shine. There 
will be light refreshments and ample 
parking.

Please RSVP if you plan to attend, 
stating how many will be in your party 
and whether you need a ride from the 
Guemes ferry dock. Contact Cliff Sand-
erlin at clifheat@drizzle.com or (206) 
546-8983 or (206) 409-3255.

Please feel free to share this invita-
tion with others who might wish to 
celebrate Jacque’s life.

Pearl “Mimi” 
Townsend

•  in memoriam •

Jacque Stutzman  
Memorial
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national bird should be the great blue 
heron.”

If you like to walk down the beach 
from Kelly’s Point north to Eden’s Road 
access, you may have a rare opportuni-
ty to watch another resident, the pigeon 
guillemot, feed its young. This seabird 
nests in the sandy layers along the fa-

BIRDS OF SUMMER
(continued from page 22)

By Edith Walden
It’s been a creepy-crawly spring in 

what is the third year of an outbreak 
of western tent caterpillars—the ones 
that live communally in large webbed 
“tents,” primarily in alder, willow, cot-
tonwood, birch, and fruit trees. By this 
time, their feeding frenzy—in which 
they eat the leaves on the trees, often de-
nuding them—is pretty much over, and 
the orange-and-black hairy creatures are 
on the march to find places to cocoon. 
Those small yellow fuzzy cylinders you 
see stuck to your walls or car tires will 
soon hatch into moths. Many of them 
will become bird and bat food, but sur-
vivors will lay a frothy mass of eggs on 
tree branches, where they will overwin-
ter and hatch out to start the whole cy-
cle over.

Not to worry. Healthy trees will sur-
vive total defoliation. The plants below 
the eaten trees benefit from additional 
sunlight and the shower of caterpil-
lar manure. Human intervention is not 
needed to bring the cycle to an end. 
Mother Nature will take care of it with 
a buildup of predatory wasps and flies 
that lay eggs inside the caterpillars, or 
viruses that wipe them out. Even the de-
foliated trees are smart enough to adjust 
the digestibility and nutrient content of 
their leaves to minimize further attacks.

Tent Caterpillars on the Rampage

According to the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources, 
“Tent caterpillar outbreaks are a nat-
ural, cyclical event in northwest for-
ests. About every nine years tent cat-
erpillars rise to conspicuous levels and 
the populations remain high for about 
three years.” The last major outbreak in 
the Northwest was in 2004. This year’s 
heavy defoliation is occurring in Skagit, 
Whatcom, Island, Lewis, Snohomish, 
and King counties.

If you want to take their demise 
into your own hands, you can of course 
squish individual ones; remove their 
nests from trees and then stomp, drown, 
or freeze them; trap the moths in soapy 
water; and/or remove the egg mass-
es from twigs. To learn more about the 
Malacosoma californicum, see page 26 of 
the July/August 2012 Tide or  
tinyurl.com/wsutents. 

Left: The orange-and-black western 
tent caterpillar has been an all-too-
familiar sight on Guemes this year. 
Below: This caterpillar has spun its 
cocoon and is waiting to hatch into  
a moth.

ph
o

to
s
 b

y 
ed

it
h

 w
a
ld

en

mous “Yellow Bluff.” After burrowing a 
hole quite a distance above high tide, it 
leaves its youngsters in this cliff and flies 
to the waters offshore, diving for small 
fish. If you respect its space (air and 
shore), you may see this black bird—
with white triangular wing patches, 
bright red rudderlike legs, and a silver 
fish in its beak—fly like a missile up to 
its hole in the cliff. 
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Five Years Ago

An anonymous donor puts up a 
matching grant of $200,000 toward 
the campaign to preserve Guemes 
Island’s highest point for public ac-
cess, according to Molly Doran of 
the Skagit Land Trust. The original 
goal to raise $2.8 million has now 
been reduced to $576,000.

Leta Hayden, Peggy Starr, Ian 
Woofenden, Gil Anderson, Dean 
Torkelson, Nick Mardesich, Carl 
White, Gerry Francis, Jeff Gent, 
Juby Fouts, and Gail Nicolls are 
named “Guemes Heroes” by the 
Fire Department. 

—The Evening Star,  
July/August 2009

Ten Years Ago
A record 24 Mini Coopers arrive via 

the 22-car ferry M/V Guemes. The stunt 
was arranged by Tim Wittman. 

Seven-year-old agate collector Stel-
la Tsitsiragos finds a different kind of 
stone in the parking lot, in fact 38 of 
them: quarter-karat diamonds set in a 
bracelet valued at $25,000. When asked 
by the relieved owner about a reward, 
Stella suggests $2 would be good. Claire 
Moultrie of Mukilteo raises that by 
$998 to go toward Stella’s college fund. 

Richard “Nick” Nicolls and his wife, 

Gail, are named Co-Citizens of the Year.
Joost Businger, professor emeritus of 

the Atmospheric Sciences Department, 
University of Washington, is presented 
with the Vilhelm Bjerknes Medal by the 
European Geophysical Society. 

—The Evening Star,  
July/August 2003

Fifteen Years Ago
Murray Read, inspiration for the pa-

vilion named for him at Schoolhouse 
Park and recognized for his retirement 
filled with good works on Guemes, dies 
at the age of 93 in June. 

Clarity Miller, Toby Caputo, 
Scott Spahr, Melissa Whisman, 
and Anna Woofenden are recipi-
ents of Guemes Gold Awards.

Alice and Marv Shoultz are fea-
tured in Karen Everett’s “Taste of 
Guemes.”

Former islander Jeff Morris an-
nounces his candidacy for 40th 
District State House seat. 

—The Evening Star,  
July/August 1996

Sixty Years Ago
Telephone service to Guemes 

Island is to be reinstated with the 
installation of microwave equip-
ment in early July, according to a 
spokesperson for the West Coast 
Telephone Company.

—Anacortes American,  
June 11, 1953

Ninety Years Ago
J. F. Jones of Tacoma purchases the 

28-acre former shipyard on Guemes’s 
south shore. The sale includes all build-
ings and material. The yard, known 
as the Sloan Shipyard or the Ana-
cortes Shipbuilding Corporation, was 
constructed as part of the Great War 
(World War I) effort and was closed af-
ter launching just two vessels, never put 
into service.

—Anacortes American, June 14, 1923

In 2003 , 24 Mini Coopers—count ’em—were cap-
tured in this Win Anderson photo from the Guemes 
ferry dock gantry. The following year Tim Wittman 
broke the record, squeezing in 29 of the vehicles.
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