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All islanders were invited to be photographed on March 
23 on the lawn in front of the Store. 

The event was organized for the benefit of former island-
er Justin James, who was battling cancer and had wanted to 
come to the island for a last trip (see article on page 5 of the 
April Tide). 

Copies of the photo are for sale at Anderson’s General 
Store. Proceeds go to James’s charity for cancer research (see 
ga.llsevent.org/EnhancingCancerResearchWithImages). Prints 
of Justin’s artwork and T-shirts will also be available at this site 
at a later date.

Islanders Gather for One-of-a-Kind Photo—for Justin

To view a video of the photo event produced by Anacortes 
High School junior Jordan Yeager, see “Bringing the Island to 
Justin” at anacortes.net. The film premiered at the Anacortes 
High School Film Festival at Anacortes Cinemas on April 10. 
It has also been entered in the Northwest High School Film 
Festival. Winning entries will be screened at the Cinerama in 

Seattle on May 14.
The Tide regrets to report 

that Justin passed away on 
April 27. An obituary is on 
page 20. 

No Ferry Haulout  
Scheduled This Fall

See story on page 3
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Letters
A sanitary suggestion

Dear editor, 
Two years ago our North Beach 

neighbors Bill and Karen Everett had a 
porta-potty (portable restroom) deliv-
ered for a Fourth of July gathering. The 
sturdy, dark green plastic box had a sky-
light and supplies of toilet paper and 
hand sanitizer. Its handy location near 
the road saved traipsing into the house.

One Sunday I saw a dog sitting pa-
tiently, staring at the door of the rented 
unit. When his owner came out I said, 
“Nice convenience, isn’t it?” thinking 
he’d been jogging by and had the need. 
He answered, “Yeah especially if you’re 
staying at a one-bathroom house”—
pointing down to the flats—“with 19 
people.”

So last year, when planning for a 
birthday/solstice party, I called the lo-
cal Wizards of Ooze portable outhouse 
company for information. They charged 

$84 per week, which seemed reasonable 
compared to an expensive septic-sys-
tem fix. The Everetts wanted to have the 
unit for the following week, so I asked if 
there was a cost reduction if ordered for 
two weeks.

The answer surprised me. If you 
kept the porta-potty for a month the 
cost was $72—not per week but for the 
whole month. That seemed like a no-
brainer. We ended up keeping it for two 
months, and had it pumped and cleaned 
every other week ($18 per week!).

I just called to get this year’s prices. 
Their name has changed to United Site 
Services (588-6766). It costs $80 to rent 
for one weekend. The monthly cost is 
$86.50 with weekly cleanout, or $74.50 
with cleanout every other week.

Maybe groups of neighbors could or-
der porta-potties for shared use—island 
septic systems would benefit. 

—Sally Stapp-Brigham

On page 5 of our April issue, we in-
correctly stated that Justin James came 
to Guemes in 2009. He arrived in 2008.

Correction

On a cold winter morning, the 
original, unheated M/V Guemes had one 
merciful feature. 

The engine exhaust pipe came right 
through the passenger cabin, and kids 
on their way to school prized the seats 
closest to that warmth. 

That 1959 memory was one of 
the many anecdotes related at the 

The Warmth of Shared Memories
Guemes Island Historical Society’s April 
gathering by Stephen Orsini.

Orsini attended kindergarten in 
the Community Center, finished first 
through third grade in Guemes School, 
and, in 1959, went on to finish grade 
and high school in Anacortes. Besides 
his personal experiences growing up 
on Guemes, he presented a condensed 
overview of the development of the 
North Beach community.

That theme will be continued at the 
May 13 meeting led by Sally Stapp-
Brigham and Sue O’Donnell, whose 
family started coming to Guemes for 
picnicking in the early days of the 20th 
century. 

Historical Society meetings are held 
on the second Monday of the month 
starting at 7:30 p.m. at the Church. 
Everyone is welcome. 
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By Tom Murphy
Skagit County Ferry Operations  

Division Manager Rachel Beck an-
nounced at the Public Ferry Forum on 
April 4 that there will be no scheduled 
ferry haulout for 2013. Beck stated, “As 
far as we have budgeted and planned, 
we will not have a scheduled haulout 
this year.” The next scheduled haulout 
will be in 2014. 

In response to an audience member’s 
question whether this two-year interval 
between haulouts was a new procedure, 
Beck responded that last year’s haulout 
was very successful in installing two 
new engines (with a rebuilt engine in 
reserve). Also, a marine survey conduct-
ed by Commerical Marine Services last 
year and issued in November reports, 
“We are of the opinion that [the M/V 
Guemes] has had superior maintenance 
and upgrading to the point of having 
ten years or 25 percent remaining use-
ful life, with a value in the amount of 
$3,175,000”—much more remaining 
service and value than expected. 

Beck advised, “We are in a position 
right now where we can wait. I can’t say 
the next haulout will be in 2016 for sure 
until after this next haulout in 2014.”

Also attending the meeting were 
Skagit County Commissioner Ron We-
sen, Skagit County Public Works Di-
rector Henry Hash, and Skagit County 
Public Works Interim Controller Jim 
Martin.

No Ferry Haulout This Year
April 4 Public Forum Filled With News, Questions

Disability accommodations 
during haulouts

Several questions arose about the 
passenger-only ferry service during 
haulouts and the lack of accommoda-
tions for passengers with disabilities. 

One issue was the lack of a covered 
area on the deck of the passenger-only 
ferry during haulouts. Many passengers 
with disabilities are unable to maneuver 
the steep steps to the lower, covered 
deck of the Strait Arrow. Beck pointed 
out that bids for passenger-only service 
are sent out and anyone is welcome to 
apply. So far Arrow Launch Service is 
the only company willing to provide the 
service. Many other companies are not 
able to have the dock apron rest on the 
stern of their boats and/or they do not 
have the capability of open viewing of 
the loading/unloading area by the cap-
tain. Beck promised to meet again with 
Arrow Launch Service to explore solu-
tions to this issue and welcomed ideas 
and suggestions.

While scheduling the last haulout in 
October saved money, Hash, Beck, and 
Martin said they will explore an earli-
er date for the work, looking for nicer 
weather.

Stockpiling gravel
Beck addressed the issue of coun-

ty trucks bringing gravel to the island. 
She reminded everyone that there are a 
number of roads on Guemes due to be 

chip-sealed (resurfaced) this year. Two 
county trucks, making three trips a day 
Monday through Thursday, have been 
bringing gravel to the island this spring, 
prior to peak season when the resurfac-
ing will occur. Beck reported that as of 
April 4 the gravel runs were about half-
way finished and that islanders could ex-
pect to see these trucks for two to three 
more weeks. (Editors’ note: The last gravel 
was delivered to the island on April 9.)

“I know there are a lot of other 
trucks running right now too, and I’m 
not sure what they are working on but it 
is not related to the chip-sealing of the 
roads,” she added.

Responding to a request to hold the 
trucks from the 11:15 a.m. and 1:00 
p.m. ferries, Beck said, “We load first-
come, first-served, every day of the 

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

Are You Ready for 

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies

Guemes Island 
Renewable Energy Tours

Renewable Energy?
Consultations 
with Ian Woofenden

Energy Efficient 
Home Strategies

Renewable 
Energy Systems

(continued on page 4)
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week. . . .The quicker they get this rock 
over here, the quicker they’ll be done. 
. . .We are going to continue to run 
first-come, first-served, as we always do.” 
She suggested that islanders take the big 
trucks into account and give themselves 
plenty of time to catch a ferry to keep 
an appointment on the other side.

Ferry revenue exceeds targets
Beck was pleased to announce that 

the ferry-fare revenue target was ex-
ceeded in 2012 by $8,419. This is the 
first time that fare revenue has exceeded 
the target since the fare-recovery model 
was put into place in 2008. As a result, 
Public Works is not recommending a 
fare increase for 2013. Beck reported 
that the first three months of 2013 have 
shown revenues exceeding projections 
by about $12,000.

Ferry and dock replacement
Beck announced that Public Works 

is proposing a contract with Elliot Bay 
Design Group to provide a 20-year 

ferry replacement plan, budgeted for 
$250,000 over two years. (Editors’ note: 
Skagit County commissioners approved the 
proposal on April 8.)

Audience members were remind-
ed that a new state law allows a sur-
charge to be placed on ticket sales to 
pay for capital improvements. Glen Veal 
pledged that the Ferry Committee will 
keep a close eye on this discussion.

Beck is also working with Shearer 
Design, the same company that did the 
work on the ferry docks in 2011, for 
updates to the structural components of 
both the Anacortes and Guemes docks. 
This work is in the design and planning 
stage.

Replacing the creosote dolphins at 
the Anacortes dock will occur during 
the “fish window,” January 1 through 
February 15, 2014. Beck cautioned that 
there may be some service interruptions 
because the work on the dolphins close 
to Anchor Cove Marina may require 
that equipment temporarily block access 
to the dock.

The black exhaust that caused so 
many ferry “flips” and a letter of com-

FERRY FORUM
(continued from page 3)

plaint from the Anchor Cove Marina 
recently should be reduced as Beck has 
been working to eliminate as much of 
this exhaust as possible. To this end an 
“ultra-burn combustion catalytic sys-
tem” has been installed. This system 
will cause the engines to burn more ef-
ficiently, which will help eliminate the 
black smoke. In addition, there will 
soon be a call for bids to buy a new  
generator for the boat.

Priority loading for medical 
emergencies

A question was raised concerning 
medical emergencies and when “priority 
loading” is available. Beck reminded the 
audience that the ferry will not activate 
a special run without a call being made 
to 911. The crew is not trained to re-
spond to medical emergencies and can-
not be placed in the position of mak-
ing medical decisions, although Beck 
acknowledged that there have been oc-
casions when the crew called 911 to 
have paramedics meet the boat when it 
reached the Anacortes dock.  

In a medical emergency, island-
ers can move to the front of the line 
with their vehicles’ emergency blinkers 
turned on for a regularly scheduled run. 
This procedure is on the honor system, 
and the ferry crew will not enforce the 
practice. Beck mentioned that a note 
from a doctor would allow passengers to 
move to the front of the line for the trip 
back to Guemes.

Bike vs. motorcycle
Tom Fouts read a letter regarding 

the issue of his battery-powered bicycle 
being charged on the ferry as a motor-
cycle instead of a bicycle. Beck alerted 
the audience that the rate schedule and 
the definition of what is in each classi-
fication are determined by the county 
commissioners. The commissioners use 
definitions determined by the Federal 
Highway Administration, which states 
that a bicycle is “a vehicle having two 
tandem wheels, propelled solely by hu-
man power, upon which any person or 
persons may ride.” Hash promised to 
work with Fouts, Beck, and the com-
missioners on this issue and have a reso-
lution within a couple of months. 

Island volunteers planted eight fruit trees on the south side of the Church on 
April 20 (shown from left are Gary Curtis, Connie Snell, Julie Pingree, Rob Schroder, 
and Bob Anderson). The three apple trees, two European pear trees, two Japanese 
plum trees, and one Asian pear tree form the beginning of an orchard that will be 
used for the benefit of the community. Future plantings are planned. The project was 
inspired by 4/1/Earth, the national United Church of Christ’s environmental mission. 
Seven of the eight trees were donated by Biringer Nursery in Mount Vernon.

Church Members Plant Community Orchard
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By Edith Walden
Islander Qi Lou (pronounced 

“chee low”) joined the Guemes Is-
land Fire Department in April. 

Her friendships with firefight-
ers Larry Pyke and Deb Bear first 
made her aware of the department 
and its personnel. Lou expressed 
her amazement at the dedication 
the firefighters possess in their de-
sire to help their neighbors: “They 
are heroes,” she told the Tide as she 
praised the firefighters for all the 
training time they spend to provide 
effective, professional service to 
keep islanders safe.

Although unsure at first that she 
could commit the amount of time it 
takes to be a volunteer firefighter, she 
began attending the weekly evening 
training sessions. “It’s like a family,” she 
observed. “I wanted to join a big fam-
ily.” She also values the volunteer spirit 
on the island, where so many people do-
nate their time to make a better com-
munity.

Lou married second-generation is-
lander Bret Kelley in 2006, after first 
meeting his mother, Connie Kelley, in 
1998 when Lou was working for a tour 
company in China. In 2000, she started 
her own customized tour company, and 
Bret was her first client. Kelley began to 
work with Lou importing silk comfort-
ers to the United States, and in 2005 
Lou came to Anacortes to expand their 
silk importing business (HeQi Imports, 
Inc. in Anacortes) and to see what island 
life was like. Needless to say, she found 

By Edith Walden
Two positions are open on the 

Guemes cemetery district and two more 
on the local fire district. People wish-
ing to run for any of the open positions 
need to file paperwork to declare their 
candidacies in May.

If filing online, you must file a form 
between May 13 and May 17 (see “Can-
didate Filing” on the Elections Depart-
ment page of the county Auditor’s Of-
fice webpage at skagitcounty.net). If you 
want to file through the mail, you may 
call Margaret Enders at 336-9305 to 
ask for a form to be sent to you through 
mail or email. Mailed forms must be re-
ceived between April 29 and May 17. 

To be eligible to run, you must be 
registered to vote in the Guemes dis-
trict. The election will be held on No-
vember 5. There is no fee to file.

There will be a two-year position, 
currently held by Donna Davis, and a 
six-year position, currently held by Fred 
Sievers, open in Cemetery District 3 
(Edens Cemetery). Neither Sievers nor 
Davis will run for reelection. The third 
commissioner is Dixon Elder. Ceme-
tery commissioners manage an annual 
budget of about $4,000 to maintain the 
cemetery grounds, sell and register plots, 
and decorate veterans’ graves with flags 
on Memorial Day and Veterans Day. 
They attend monthly meetings and re-
port to the county.

There will also be two positions open 
for Fire District 17—a six-year position 
currently held by Tom Murphy and a 
two-year position currently held by Deb 
Bear. Both commissioners intend to 
run for reelection. Chip Bogosian is the 
third fire commissioner. Fire commis-
sioners manage all the financial opera-
tions of the Guemes Island Fire Depart-
ment, including approving and tracking 
an annual budget of about $150,000, 
purchasing equipment, and hiring and 
firing staff. They attend monthly meet-
ings, work meetings, countywide meet-
ings, statewide meetings, and training 
sessions. They report to the county. 

Qi Lou Joins Fire Department

the circumstances amenable. Daughter 
Xianna was born in 2008.

Lou plans to attend EMT training 
in the fall. Though she is fluent in Eng-
lish, she worries that she may struggle 
with the language in the highly techni-
cal training. However, she enjoys learn-
ing new things and says she is willing to 
take on challenges. For example, learn-
ing to drive was a challenge, but her 
driving instructor told her to watch her 
target and not worry about the ditches. 
Lou has taken that advice to heart about 
life in general. 

She will be following in the Kel-
ley family tradition. Bret’s father, Grant 
Kelley, served with the island’s fire de-
partment shortly after the Kelleys first 
moved to Guemes in 1974. She jokes 
that she’s already getting Xianna pre-
pared to join. The fire department will 
be happy to have them. 

“I wanted to join a big family,” says Qi Lou about 
volunteering for the fire department.
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Cemetery and Fire  
Commissioner  
Positions Open

A “well-qualified” prospective buyer deposited earnest money in April to back up 
his bid to purchase Anderson’s Store, according to Mark Peizer, the commercial real-
estate broker representing the sellers, the Anderson and Clifton families.

The prospect, a retired Air Force officer, has experience in retail and restaurant 
operation and ran an organic farm in California for seven years. His family currently 
lives in Hawaii but plans to relocate to Guemes. 

His offer requires the selling families to meet multiple contingencies, including a 
favorable appraisal, which has been ordered. 

Meanwhile, two island groups have also expressed serious interest but at press 
time had not yet presented letters of intent. The asking price for the business, three 
acres with 180 feet of waterfront and improvements, is $949,500. 

For more information, contact Peizer at mpeizer@comcast.net or (206) 909-3314.

General Store Has Potential Buyer
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Community Soup Supper Programs

Islanders do-
nated about 2,700 
items to the book 
and media sale 
held at the Com-
munity Center on 
March 30. The 
event was orga-
nized by Dave 
Rockwood and 
Wendy Saver as a 
fundraiser for the 
Guemes Island  
Library.

On a lovely 
spring day, nearly 40 people purchased 315 items, which raised $288 for the Li-
brary, including $44 in extra donations. The Library was also the recipient of about 
100 books and videos for their shelves. Anne Bosworth was given 8 coffee-table 
books to donate to the Gentry House in Anacortes, an adult day-care facility. 

Kevin and Holly Green of Pelican Bay Used Books carted away all the remain-
ing items, which will eventually raise additional funds for the Library.  

Thanks to Rockwood and Saver for the valiant effort.

Editors’ note: This section lists island 
events we think readers might want 
to know about more than a month in 
advance.

• On June 15, Guemes Connects 
will sponsor a blood drive at the 
Church from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. If you 
haven’t donated blood elsewhere after 
April 20, you may make an appoint-
ment by calling Dyvon Havens at 293-
0221 or Juby Fouts at 293-2704.

• On July 1, 2, 3, and 5, Science 
Camp returns for children aged 4 
through 10. The morning sessions at 
the Community Center will focus on 
the theme of habitat this year.

• There will be two opportunities 
to donate your clean and usable sur-
plus items left from your spring clean-
ing efforts. On July 4, the Firefighters 
Association will conduct their biennial 
rummage sale. On July 20, Howard 
Pellett will take items to Shipwreck 
Day to benefit his prison addiction-
recovery programs. Neither event will 
take tires, mattresses, large appliances, 
computers, TVs, electronics, exercise 
equipment, books, clothing, paint, or 
batteries. 

• On July 6, the Guemes Island 
Chamber Music Series will present a 
concert in the Community Center at 
7:30 p.m.

•Save the Date•
The following programs will be presented in 

May at the Community Soup Suppers on Tues-
days at the Church. The 7 p.m. presentations are 
preceded by a meal at 6 p.m.

May 7: Guemes Island Fire Department per-
sonnel will present public safety issues and will 
demonstrate how fire department members are 
trained. The program will be coordinated by As-
sistant Fire Chief Gerry Francis.

May 14: Juby Fouts and the Guemes Island Environmental Trust present a film 
about a campaign by environmental author and activist Bill McKibben titled Do the 
Math. McKibben’s campaign aims to spark a grass-roots movement across nations 
to hold fossil fuel industries accountable for climate change. A discussion of the 
film will follow.

May 21: Stephen Businger, son of Joost Businger, will present “The Simple Sci-
ence of Flight,” which will cover everything that flies, from insects to airplanes. Ste-
phen will be visiting from Hawaii, where he is a professor of atmospheric sciences.

May 28:  Bob Anderson and others will present “In Memoriam,” a visual mon-
tage reflecting on the ways we make memorials to honor those we have loved and 
admired. Contributions and suggestions are welcomed ahead of time.

Upcoming on June 4: Vince Oliver, CEO of Island Hospital, will talk about 
hospital issues and the regional hospitals’ search for an umbrella organization. Hos-
pital commissioners Chip Bogosian and Jan Iversen will answer questions.

A Wonderland of Books (and Media)
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The Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship Committee will award scholar-
ships to outstanding Guemes juniors and seniors on Sunday, May 5, at 3 p.m. at the 
Guemes Island Community Church Fellowship Hall. Islanders are encouraged to at-
tend and support the winners.

The Scholarship fund is sponsored by a number of island organizations. A gold 
award of $1,500, a silver award of $1,000, and a bronze award of $500 will be granted 
this year.

Islanders Ann Magnano 
(left) and Sheri Boddy were 
married on March 30 at the 
Pike Place Market, where 
Magnano is a member of 
the Pike Place Market Pres-
ervation and Development 
Authority Council. 

Ann and Sheri have been 
together for 34 years. On 
the beautiful sunny day, the 
wedding reception was held 
at the North Arcade of the 
Market by the Desimone 
Bridge. Guests ate, drank, 
danced, and watched the 
sun set and the moon rise 
over Elliott Bay at the hap-
py celebration.

It can’t be Memorial Day weekend on Guemes with-
out the annual plant sale in front of the Church and the 
pie and baked goods sale just inside. 

The plant sale runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Annuals, pe-
rennials, edibles, ground covers, shrubs, and trees will be 
available for sale at this fundraiser for Guemes Connects.

If you’ve got plants in your garden that need divid-
ing, now is the time to get some of them potted up to donate to the sale. Repotting 
plants three weeks before the sale allows an ideal time for the plants to recover from 
transplant shock and be ready for a permanent home. Please label your plants and 
describe their color. Do not donate house plants or invasive species.

If you need pots, want to volunteer to help at the sale, or want more informa-
tion, contact Toni Schmokel at 420-8919 or Becky Stinson at 770-6037.

The pie and baked goods sale starts at 10 a.m. on Saturday, May 25, and will 
continue until noon or until the treats run out. (Hint: get there early.) Whole pies 
and individual servings plus cookies, breads, brownies, ice cream, and coffee will be 
available for sale.

Donations of baked goods and pies may be brought to the Church at 9:30, but 
there will be no early sales. Only fruit-filled pies will be accepted, per Health De-
partment rules. The favored and flavorful event is a fundraiser for the Women’s Fel-
lowship at the Church.

Everyone is invited to attend and/or 
participate in the Guemes Island Spring 
Potluck and Talent Show on Saturday, 
May 11, at the Community Center. 
Sponsored by the Guemes Island Com-
munity Center Association (GICCA), 
the popular event will begin at 5:30 

p.m. with a short GICCA meeting, fol-
lowed by the potluck dinner at 6 p.m. 
The talent show and raffle begin at 7.

The inimitable Ron Knowles will 
once again be master of ceremonies 
for the event. Hearing Ron’s melliflu-
ous voice announcing your act is reason 
enough to perform; providing enjoy-
ment for your friends and neighbors is 
gravy. So if you’ve got talent, hidden or 
not, that you’d like to share, please con-
tact Kathleen Phillips at 299-0068 or 
kathleenphillips@outlook.com.

Bring your favorite dish to the pot-
luck, or—if you can’t decide—if your 
last name starts with A through F, bring 
a main dish; G through N, bring a sal-
ad; O through Z, bring a side dish. Des-
sert and beverages will be provided by 
GICCA.

A raffle for prizes of island items ($1 
per ticket) will also be held. Proceeds go 
to support the Community Center. To 
donate items for the raffle, contact Phil-
lips (see above).

Wanted: Talent and 
Raffle Prizes

Ron Knowles will return to the talent show 
this year as master of ceremonies.

Memorial Weekend Offers Plants and Pie

Guemes Gold Awards Reception on May 5

Magnano-Boddy Wedding
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By Edith Walden
Due to budget restraints, 

Guemes Island fire commis-
sioners voted on April 9 to 
maintain current salaries and 
compensation rates for fire-
fighters this year. Increasing 
compensation rates remains a 
goal for the future. Also under 
consideration is the introduc-
tion of a step compensation 
policy that would recognize 
seniority and the amount of 
training a member has accu-
mulated.

Members of the Guemes 
Island Fire Department 
(GIFD) are volunteers, but 
receive very small stipends for respond-
ing to emergencies and for training. 
Modest salaries are paid to the fire chief, 
assistant fire chief, chief medical officer, 
maintenance mechanic, and secretary. 
Small stipends are also allocated to fire 
commissioners and the public informa-
tion officer for attending meetings and 
training sessions (all commissioners have 
declined payment for attending regular 
meetings). 

Our volunteer firefighters dedicate 
their lives to providing skilled help in 
case of emergencies. They are on call 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. Many of us 
have experienced a social event being in-
terrupted when a volunteer’s pager goes 
off, and the firefighter rushes off to re-
spond to the call. When firefighters re-
spond to a call, often arriving in their 
own vehicles, they are each paid $5. 

For participating in the weekly 
Wednesday evening training sessions, 
called “drills,” they are paid $15 per 
drill. “Details”—nontraining events 
that require labor—are also compensat-
ed at $15 per detail. All firefighters are 
required to attend CPR training and a 
session on blood pathogens once a year, 
and two defibrillator trainings per year. 
In addition, EMTs are required to at-
tend two ongoing training and evalua-
tion courses per year, take six to sev-
en online courses per year, and attend 
monthly medical drills. Active firefight-
ers who want to qualify for retirement 

Fire Commissioners Maintain Compensation for Volunteers

benefits must respond to 10 percent of 
the emergency calls and must attend 10 
percent of the drills per year. 

The fire department provides mem-
berships at Thrive Community Fitness 
Anacortes to GIFD members as an ad-
ditional benefit.

Reimbursement for training
There are many training opportuni-

ties throughout the year, and GIFD ac-
tively encourages their members to take 
advantage of the education and to bring 
back skills to share with others.

In addition to registration expenses 
for the training, members are paid $30 
per day to attend off-island training. 
Mileage expenses and those for food 
and lodging for training events that last 
more than a day are also reimbursed.

The most extensive training is the 
basic firefighter training conducted at 
the Skagit County Fire Training Acad-
emy in Mount Vernon. GIFD encour-
ages members to take this training to be 
eligible to fight fires. For 10 weeks, par-
ticipants must attend off-island training 
two nights a week and two days every 
weekend. EMT training requires off-
island training three nights a week and 
every Saturday for 10 weeks. The four-
day wildland fire training is also avail-
able. Successful completion of this train-
ing results in being issued a “Red Card,” 
which allows a firefighter to fight wild-
land fires anywhere in the U.S.

Insurance and retire-
ment pensions

The State Board for Volun-
teer Fire Fighters and Reserve 
Officers provides accident and 
disability insurance compara-
ble to that provided through 
the Department of Labor and 
Industries.

A Volunteer Firefighters’ 
Pension Plan is also available 
through the State Board. Fire-
fighters begin vesting after 10 
years of service and one pay-
ment into the plan. They are 
fully vested after 25 years of 
service. A firefighter who com-
pletes 25 or more years of ser-

vice, has paid into the pension fund for 
25 years, and begins drawing a pen-
sion at age 65 may receive a maximum 
monthly pension of $300. A joint-survi-
vor option is also available. 

Death benefits are available if a 
member is killed in the line of duty.

National recruiting shortage
According to the National Fire 

Protection Association, 69 percent 
(756,400) of the nation’s firefighters 
in 2011 were volunteers, and the per-
centage of young (under 30) volunteer 
firefighters is decreasing while the per-
centage of older (over 50) volunteers is 
increasing—especially in rural volunteer 
departments.

Those statistics mirror the demo-
graphics of GIFD, which is experienc-
ing difficulty in retaining younger re-
cruits. The average age of active, trained 
firefighters and EMTs in the department 
is over 50; there are currently only two 
under 40, and three are over 70. The de-
partment lost four young firefighters in 
the last year, most to off-island jobs.

While the minor compensation may 
help a bit, it’s obvious that no one joins 
the fire department for the money. Is-
landers are lucky to have such skilled, 
dedicated responders available for emer-
gencies. They allow us to enjoy living 
safely and securely on our secluded, rural 
island. It’s a luxury we may not have  
forever. 

At the Skagit County Fire Training Academy, Olivia Snell (left) and 
Justin James (center) train to put out a car fire. 
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According to eyewit-
nesses, at about 9 p.m. 
on April 3 the Guemes 
Island Fire Department 
was called to respond to a 
brush fire near the junc-
tion of Edens Road and 
West Shore Drive. Fires 
had been burning on 
and off throughout the 
day, and by 5 p.m. heavy 
smoke was observed and 
flames were clearly vis-
ible. By 7 p.m. three- to 
four-foot flames were seen 
in the hedge along Edens 
Road. 

Eleven volunteer firefighters re-
sponded. The slow-moving fire proved 
to be a controlled burn using light fuels 
on wet ground that was being worked 
by a tenant on the property. There was 
no permit on file for the burn. The fire-
fighters put the fire out quickly and 
then stayed to check hot spots, leav-
ing at about 10:30 p.m. Fire officers ex-
plained to the tenant that current laws 

By Edith Walden
Here are some general guidelines 

about outdoor burning. If you have ad-
ditional questions about burning out-
doors, contact the Skagit County Fire 
Marshal or the Fire Warden at 336-9410, 
or the Guemes Island Fire Department 
at 293-8681. 

• Burn piles more than four feet in 
diameter require a permit.

• You may burn only natural vegeta-
tion or firewood. Burning garbage or 
paper (except to start a fire) is illegal, as 
is burning construction and demolition 
debris, and any use of burn barrels.

• Burning is allowed only during 
daylight hours and when the wind is 
less than 7 to 10 miles an hour.

• Most types of burning are not 
allowed during air stagnation or during 
burn bans.

• The fire must be 50 feet from any 
structure, standing timber, or power 
lines.

• The landowner’s permission must 
be obtained if not on your property.

• The fire department can charge 
a fee if called out to respond to illegal 
burning.

• Residential burn permits cost $40. 
Land-clearing burn permits (more than 
10 by 10 feet) cost $85. Contact the Fire 
Warden at 419-7701 to arrange a site 
visit. If you are eligible for a permit, he 
will issue one at the site. 

For more information, see the Fire 
Marshal’s webpage at skagitcounty.net.

Unpermitted Burning Results in Fire Call

prohibit this type of burning. 
Once a common practice, the use  

of controlled burning to control weeds 
in rural settings is now discouraged.  
Permits for this kind of burn are seldom 
granted. Landowners and tenants 
should contact the fire department  
and/or the Skagit County Fire Marshal 
if they have any questions about out-
door burning rules. (See the sidebar at 
right about outdoor burning.) 

By Tom Murphy
The Guemes Island Community 

Center Association (GICCA) council 
agreed at their meeting on April 18 to 
post a request for proposals on Line-
Time for the painting of the outside of 
the Community Center.

Dixon Elder spoke about the ap-
pearance of the Hall at the meeting. He 
mentioned that as he was driving by the 
Hall he thought, “Ain’t nobody going to 
rent this place now. It needs to be ‘cuter’ 
if you hope to rent it for weddings and 
things like that.” After some discussion, 
the board decided to follow Elder’s ad-
vice and look for a professional painter.

The council discussed the upcom-
ing talent show and agreed to launch an 
effort to recruit performers for the May 
11 event (see article on page 7). 

Treasurer Norm Prewitt reported 
very little revenue or expenditure ac-
tivity in the month of March. He was 
pleased to report that approximately 

$4,000 in donations has been received 
as a result of the appeal letters mailed 
to islanders at the end of March. Due 
this month are property taxes, which 
amount to approximately $2,500—half 
the taxes for 2013. Prewitt concluded 
his remarks by advising the council that 
revenues collected through the end of 
March represented 10 percent of what 
was collected in the year 2012.

Julie Pingree read correspondence 
that Trustee Kelly Bush has had with 
Mark Linnemann regarding the Stage 
project at Schoolhouse Park. Accord-
ing to Linnemann, the foundation work 
for the Stage itself will occur over several 
weekends in May and June. Anyone in-
terested in volunteering their time, ma-
terials, or expertise is urged to contact 
Linnemann at the Guemes Island Re-
sort, 293-6643.

A brief GICCA meeting will be held 
at 5:30 p.m., prior to the potluck dinner 
and talent show on Saturday, May 11. 

Community Center Should Be “Cuter”

Firefighters respond to a brush fire on Edens Road.

Outdoor Burning 
Guidelines
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By Edith Walden
Island resident Simon D. Hansen, 43, was arraigned on April 17 in Skagit County 

Superior Court on a felony charge of second-degree theft. Hansen is charged with 
stealing eight guitar pedals worth $844 on February 23 while Hansen and a compan-
ion were attending a free dinner at the Anacortes Christian Reformed Church. Police 
records indicate that Hansen arranged for the return of the items following his arrest. 
He pleaded not guilty to the charge.

Hansen was released on condition that he not possess any firearms, not consume 
or possess alcohol or any controlled substances, and refrain from any contact with the 
pastor of the church in question. His trial is set for July 8.

By Edith Walden
The 16th annual 10K (6.2-mile) 

Dog Island Run will be held on Satur-
day, June 1, at Schoolhouse Park. 

The run begins at 10:45 a.m. Walk-
ers are invited to participate in a 2-mile 
(3.2K) walk that begins at 10:55 a.m. 
at the Park. Free shuttle service will be 
provided from the Guemes ferry dock 
to the Park, and back at the end of the 
race.

Dog Island Run founder Tim Witt-
man believes the 10K run is one of the 
two most-challenging 10K courses in 
Washington State. “Most people prefer 
to run the flat courses, and most courses 
are selected with this feature in mind,” 
he explains. “When I designed the Dog 
Island Run route, I had to balance the 
number of hills with the impact of ferry 
traffic during the race.” 

The 10K run is certified by USA 
Track & Field and can draw around 200 
participants.

Awards are given to the top three 
male and female finishers in each of sev-
en age categories. The men’s division re-
cord is 34 minutes and 44 seconds; the 
women’s division record is 38 minutes 
and 9 seconds. The youngest competitor 
to finish the 10K race is Olivia Siegler, 
who at age 8 finished in 1 hour, 10 min-
utes, and 10 seconds last year. Random 
prize drawings for runners and walkers 
are also held for gifts donated by local 
merchants.

To register, see dogislandrun.com. 
Registration costs $15. The last day for 
online registration is May 25; runners 
and walkers may also register the day of 
the run for $20. Children 14 and un-
der may register for free. T-shirts are also 
available for sale during registration or 
the day of the race.

The event is a fundraiser for the 
Guemes Island Library, which was 
founded in 1995 and is free for use by 
islanders. For further information about 
the race, contact Race Director Trish 
Bradley at staff@dogislandrun.com. 

In honor of Earth Day, islander 
Melody Young once again organized an 
all-island effort to pick up trash along 
Guemes roads and beaches on April 20. 
Thanks go to the following 29 hearty 
volunteers (and to the weather spirits for 
such a nice day).

Alia Petric cleaned South Shore 
Road from the chicken-foot intersec-
tion through the Valley; Julie Hopkins 
brought delicious fudge and cleaned the 
beach by the ferry dock; Bob Anderson 
cleaned Holiday Boulevard from South 
Shore Road; Carol Harma cleaned the 
loop around Holiday Boulevard, as she 
does regularly; Don and Sue Adams 
cleaned the Peach Preserve beach area 
towards Kelly’s Point; Rob and Emma 
Schroder, who have volunteered at ev-
ery cleanup, cleaned from the Hall to 
the ferry and hauled garbage to School-
house Park; Connie Cantrell and Den-
nis Padovan cleaned from the ferry east 

on the beach for a couple of miles; Don 
and Anne Passarelli cleaned from the 
ferry east along South Shore Road; Yadi 
Young and Barbara Denovan cleaned 
Schoolhouse Park and Edens Road from 
the Park to the beach; Eugene and Mike 
Gwost cleaned Section Avenue; Cole 
Snell (12), Kyle Bowlin (12), Ethan 
Ashley (12), Hunter Stevens (12), Dan-
ni-Lynn Snell (9), Connie Snell, and 
Olivia Snell cleaned the beach from 
Kelly’s Point to Edens Road; Gary Cur-
tis cleaned from Clark Point to the Re-
sort beach and road; Richard Houghton 
cleaned from the Hall to Homestead 
Lane; Diane Murray picked up on the 
beach from Young’s Park to Clark Point; 
Barbara Lund cleaned from Homestead 
Lane to Schoolhouse Park; Willie Mc-
Waters cleaned Homestead Lane; and 
Melody Young coordinated the event.

Whew! Thanks to all for keeping our 
island spotless. 

Guemes Gets an Earth Day Cleanup

Cole Snell (left) told his three Anacortes friends, Ethan Ashley, Kyle Bowlin, and Hunter 
Stevens, that he was committed to helping clean up the beach on Saturday. The three 
sixth-graders asked if they could join him. His sister Danni-Lynn (standing) also helped.

Island Man Arraigned for Theft

Dog Island Run 
Returns June 1

Annual Event in  
Its 16th Year
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When What Time Where Contact

May 1, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 2, Thu. Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
May 3, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 4, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
May 5, Sun. Church Council 8:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Cinco de Mayo Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Guemes Gold Reception 3:00 pm Church Jan Ebersole 299-4322
May 6, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
GIPAC 7:00 pm Church Allen Bush 293-7439

May 7, Tues. Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm Anne Pasarelli's Marianne Kooiman 293-5815
Soup Supper: Guemes Fire Department 6:00 pm Church Bob Anderson 293-3770

May 8, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 9, Thu. Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Library George Meekins 840-9391
May 10, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May11, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
GICCA meeting 5:30 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2296
Community Potluck 6:00 pm Hall K. Phillips 206-250-9043
Talent Show 7:00 pm Hall K. Phillips 206-250-9043

May 12, Sun. First Freedom Class 8:00 am Church Connie Snell 708-3589
Mother's Day Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
May 13, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 - 8:00 pm 7133 Glencoe Ln Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726
Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 14, Tues. Soup Supper: Juby Fouts, GIET 6:00 pm Church Bob Anderson 293-3770
   DVD: "Doing the Math"
Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:00 pm Fire Hall Chip Bogosian 292-2760

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When What Time Where Contact

May 15, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 17, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 18, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
May 19, Sun. First Freedom Class 8:00 am Church Connie Snell 708-3589

Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
May 20, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 21, Tues. Soup Supper: Stephen Businger 6:00 pm Church Bob Anderson 293-3770
   "The Simple Science of Flight"
Knitting Night 7:30 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 22, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 24, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

May 25, Sat. Plant Sale 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Church Toni Schmokel 420-8919
Buddha Day Pie and Bake Sale 10:00 am - noon Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
May 26, Sun. First Freedom Class 8:00 am Church Connie Snell 708-3589

Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
May 27, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Memorial Day Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Cemetery Committee 6:00 pm Store Dixon Elder 293-8935
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 28, Tues. Soup Supper: In Memoriam 6:00 pm Church Bob Anderson 293-3770
May 29, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

May 30, Thu. CERT Radio Test 7:00 pm Gail Nicholls 293-9540
May 31, Fri. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

UPCOMING Dog Island Run, Saturday, June 1, at 10:45 am, starting at Schoolhouse Park

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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By Edith Walden
Anacortes High School students 

Stella Tsitsiragos and Colin Middleton 
hope to prevent 10,000 plastic water 
bottles from being deposited in the local 
landfill this year. They are well on their 
way to meeting their goal.

Stella, a junior and former Guemes 
Island resident, and Colin, a senior, met 
in the summer of 2011 at the Cascades 
Climate Challenge hosted by the North 
Cascades Institute. The 28-day program 
took students aged 14 to 17 camping, 
canoeing, and backpacking in the North 
Cascades backcountry. This area is part 
of the most glaciated territory in the 
contiguous United States. While there, 
the students witnessed the impact of the 
glaciers on the surrounding ecosystems 
and learned about the effects of the gla-
ciers’ ongoing disappearance.

Outreach to 600
Upon completion of the Challenge, 

students were required to design and 
carry out a service project that brings 
the message about the impact of climate 
change to at least 20 other people. Colin 
and Stella teamed up and decided they 
wanted to reach 600 people.

Anacortes High School sells water 
in plastic bottles but does not have a 
plastic-bottle recycling program. To pre-
clude students from buying bottles of 
water and then throwing them away af-
ter one use, Stella and Colin decided to 
update two of the water fountains at the 
school with water stations that have the 
capacity to efficiently refill water bottles. 
In addition to drinking fountains, the 
stations would provide chilled, filtered 
water in a separate refill compartment 
that is triggered by a sensor. The stations 
would also have meters to count how 
many bottles are refilled.

Obstacles
The two quickly learned that a 

great idea is only as good as the abil-
ity to make it happen. They would need 
funding for the stations and the instal-
lation, and—even more challenging—
they would need approval from the 

High-Schoolers Help Save the Environment
Water-Bottle Project Sponsored by the Guemes Island Environmental Trust

school board. They wrote grant propos-
als that resulted in a $500 grant from 
the Guemes Island Environmental Trust 
(GIET) and a $2,500 grant from Tesoro 
Corporation. School custodian Marty 
Yates volunteered his time to do the in-
stallations. They received an extension 
for their complex project from North 
Cascades Institute. They had help and 
advice from GIET, Transition Fidalgo, 
and their mentor, AHS teacher Vic-
tor Garcia, in preparing their proposal 
for the school board. Earlier this year, 
the board enthusiastically approved the 
project.

In mid-March the first hydration 

station was installed outside Brodniak 
Hall near the gym, and on April 8 the 
second station was installed near the caf-
eteria. These locations were chosen be-
cause they would have the most traffic, 
not only from AHS students but also 
from visiting sports teams and the gen-
eral public that visits Brodniak Hall for 
community events. 

Rewards
In addition to the transferrable skills 

the two learned through researching, 
designing, planning, drafting, and pre-
senting proposals and implementing 
the project, they are thrilled to observe 
so many people talking about and us-
ing the new stations. “I learned that if 
you motivate people they are willing to 
make a difference,” Stella concludes. 

“Every day I see people using the sta-
tions; it was great that so many people 
wanted to help us,” Colin adds. 

The team has also ordered 72 reus-
able aluminum bottles with the AHS 
logo on them that they will sell to stu-
dents at below cost. The remaining 
money they raised for the project will go 
to the school’s Green Club to seed fu-
ture environmental projects.

Colin will enter Western Washing-
ton University in the fall, where he will 
study chemistry and environmental sci-
ence. Stella hopes to attend Western and 
study environmental science.

And that goal of saving 10,000 bot-
tles? As of Earth Day on April 22, the 
water-station meters have already count-
ed 6,000 refills—6,000 bottles saved. 

Stella Tsitsiragos and Colin Middleton dem-
onstrate the newest water-bottle refilling 
station at Anacortes High School.
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By Tim Wittman
The difference between dreaming the 

dream and living the dream is doing the 
dream. Such is the story behind veter-
an distance runner and Dog Island Run 
champion Rudy Gahler, MD, of Ana-
cortes, now age 85 and going strong. 

Gahler has entered the Guemes Is-
land 10K (6.2-mile) Dog Island Run 
nine times since 2004, and will register 
to run again on June 1. He finished the 
race last year in 64 minutes and 25 sec-
onds, finishing before 26 other runners 
aged 8 to 73, including six runners in 
their 20s. He beat his 2011 performance 
by 3 minutes and 29 seconds. 

Born, raised, and educated in Swit-
zerland, Gahler studied medicine at the 
University of Zurich. He practiced med-

Rudy Gahler: A Venerable Champion
icine while serving 
in the Swiss Army, 
a program simi-
lar to the U.S. Na-
tional Guard. He 
came to the U.S. 
as a medical in-
tern, which landed 
him in Hartford, 
Connecticut, and 
then at the uni-
versity hospital in 
Salt Lake City as 
a surgical resident. 

There he met his future bride, Dolores, 
who was a nursing student. Asked about 
their first date, Rudy chuckled, “While 
I was taking a turn doing autopsies I of-
fered to teach a group of nurses how this 
was done and about the great benefits 
of studying disease processes. I invited 
them to join me to observe an actual 
procedure. Dolores was the only nurse 
who showed up, so you might say we 
fell in love over a dead body!”

Rudy and Dolores returned to Swit-
zerland, where Rudy continued his 
training in surgery at the University of 
Zurich. Money was meager, however, 
so the Gahlers returned to the United 
States. After working at Eastern State 
Hospital, Rudy finally settled with Do-
lores in the town of St. John, Washing-
ton, 26 miles from the nearest hospital 
in Colfax. Rudy worked as a traditional 
country doctor from a well-equipped of-
fice, making house calls to distant farms 
and performing surgery in Colfax. 

A middle-age conversion
While working in St. John, Rudy 

found himself running a short distance 
to his office to handle an emergency, 
only to arrive out of breath. Alarmed by 
the way he felt, he realized certain deci-
sions needed to be made. He stopped 
smoking and took on a regular routine 
focused on health and exercise. At 49, 
after hearing about the first Bloomsday 
Run in Spokane in 1977, he began run-
ning a mile several times a week at the 
local high-school track. He ran the 12K 
(7.4-mile) Bloomsday race the next year 
and eventually began running an aver-

age of 30 miles a week. He  was the only 
adult who ran at that time in St. John.

Rudy never looked back. He has par-
ticipated in a variety of running events, 
and is a regular at the now-famous 
Bloomsday Run. At 80, Gahler ran in 
the Washington State Senior Games, 
and the next year he won the gold med-
al in his age group for the 10K running 
event at the National Senior Games in 
San Francisco. He is currently training 
to run in the National Senior Games in 
Cleveland on August 1. 

Asked about favored events and ex-
periences, Rudy explained that he enjoys 
distance runs ranging from 5K to the 
half-marathon (13.11 miles). He fondly 
recalls participating in the 5-mile Hog 
Jog, held in St. John as part of the stock 
show. While traveling in Greece with a 
tour group, Rudy and Dolores visited 
the site of the original Olympic Games. 
The tour guide asked if anyone would 
like to run on the track where the first 
Olympians competed in running events. 
Rudy was the first and only person to 
volunteer. He ran the distance, not-
ing the marble blocks that marked the 
course. He returned to be crowned by 
the tour guide with an olive wreath. 

Rudy ran his first Dog Island Run in 
2004. Delores has completed the 2-mile 
walk of the Dog Island Run each time 
Rudy ran. The two have also have trav-
eled, hiked, trekked, run, and climbed 
around the world, including three treks 
in the Himalayas and the ascent to the 
peak of Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Wishfully thinking, I commented 
how nice it would be to still run these 
events at 85 years of age. Rudy’s reply 
was earnest and enthusiastic: “It’s easy, 
just keep running!” Dream the dream, 
do the dream, live the dream. 

  2004              Age 76              52:17 
  2005              Age 77              53:20
  2006              Age 78              53:54
  2007              Age 79              56:02
  2008              Age 80              59:56
  2009              Age 81              59:14
  2010              Age 82              60:13
  2011              Age 83              67:14
  2012              Age 84              64:25

Rudy by the Numbers

Rudy Gahler runs in the Dog Island Run in 2011 at age 83.

Rudy and wife Dolores display ribbons and 
trophies he has won at running events.
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The beautiful unfinished hull of sec-
ond-generation islander Don Taylor’s 
boat has left Guemes. It was a lifetime 
dream and project that the late Taylor 
took seriously, but he never allowed it to 
interfere with Life. 

(Twice, in retirement, he was called 
upon to help restore the Guemes Com-
munity Church during periods of inter-
nal distress within the congregation.) 

He was a pastor, a seaman, and a 
family man. If you ever had the pleasure 
of shaking his hand, you became a part 
of that family. One member was David 
Jackson, wooden-boat master craftsman, 
marine surveyor, and skipper, who knew 
Don well and now has taken on finish-
ing Don’s creation.

The boat has talented friends on 
Guemes. When Don’s son Martin put 
out the call for the move, those who 
showed up to help on Easter weekend 
included Mike and Susie Gwost, Eugene 
Gwost, Patsy Good, Dave Hartford, and 
Bob Porter.

Don would have been proud as “the 
27-foot cutter was pipe-rollered out of 
her birthplace and winched aboard a 
trailer, and made her maiden voyage to 
Anacortes aboard the M/V Guemes,” says 
Martin. 

Don started sailing as a boy when he 
took ownership of a 13-foot sloop on 
Cap Sante. He spent many hours sail-
ing Guemes Channel and Padilla and 
Fidalgo bays in his teenage years. Dur-

ing World War II 
he served on a Navy 
LST, and as a pastor 
was selected to skip-
per the M/V Chris-
tian on voyages of 
training, retreats, 
and contacts with 
remote parishes. 

He began acquir-
ing materials for this 
vessel in the 1960s 
while living in north 
Idaho. 

“Perhaps the dis-
tance from salt water 
fired his need to do 
something that held 
the promise of tide-
water,” says Martin. 

“Twenty years later, after settling in on 
the North Beach Taylor place, he loft-
ed and laid the keel for the (as yet un-
named) boat he needed to build.”

Decades later he was still at it, plan-
ning, head-scratching, taking time off, 
enjoying the journey as much as the 
destination, finding immense satisfac-
tion in the craft, as shown in the perfec-
tion of his work. In later years the boat 
remained second place to his first love, 
caring for his wife of 64 years, Helene. 
He died shortly after she passed in De-
cember of 2010, the boat unfinished 
“and never a regret that it was.”

Martin was left to decide the boat’s 
future, and David Jackson, one of Don’s 
shipmates on several cruises, was chosen 
to take on the venture. “David was im-
mediately drawn to the project that had 
fired his friend’s passion for so many 
years,” says Martin. 

Above: Don’s much-abused Filson “tin” packer hat, the vet-
eran of many hundreds of sea miles, graced the bow stem of 
his creation as it left the shop. Right: Martin Taylor is pleased 
with his decision to have David Jackson finish the vessel.
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A  Ta s t e o f  G u e m e s

By Karen Everett
Guemes Islander Fletcher McLean 

and business partner Neil Stuchal agree 
that the naming of their new Anacortes 
eatery, Dad’s Diner, was a no-brainer—
on many levels.

It’s partly that they are both actual 
dads. Also, says Stuchal, “our own fa-
thers meant a great deal to us growing 
up. Mine taught me to barbecue and to 
cook meat.” 

He adds, “Another reason is that 
‘Dad’ is a term of affection in restau-
rants.” Stuchal, 37, and McLean, who 
is 47, agree they’ve both heard that in 
their combined 50-plus years in the biz. 
“If you’re on the same wavelength and 
functioning well together as a team,” 
says Stuchal, “that’s called a Dad.” 

Nothing from a can
Dad’s started out in 2012 as Ana-

cortes’s first food truck with a built-in 
smoker, offering smoked ribs, pulled 
pork, sandwiches featuring these meats, 
smoked baked potatoes, baked beans, 
and other sides such as honey horserad-
ish coleslaw. It was such a hit they de-
cided to go for a full-fledged storefront 
eatery, which opened this past February. 
The menu here is different, however, be-

The Dads of Dad’s Diner

cause of their vision for the restaurant.
“We do everything we can to not 

open a can,” says McLean. That’s their 
motto. The duo cure and smoke their 
own bacon, grind their own beef and 
sausage, make their own mayonnaise  
. . . the list goes on. 

These handcrafted ingredients wind 
up in BLTs, burgers, all-day breakfasts, 
biscuits and gravy, meatloaf sandwiches, 
and more.

The menu also hints of their pasts. 
For instance, McLean grew up in Tam-
pa, so one popular item is the “Ybor 
City Cuban Sandwich.” “It’s the little 
town in Florida where I used to love 
them,” McLean explains, “but ours is a 
departure on that. We used pulled pork 
versus roast pork, and smoked ham ver-
sus regular ham, bread-and-butter pick-
les instead of gherkins. Topping it off are 
our homemade mayo/mustard and Jarls-
berg cheese.” 

One of Stuchal’s creations “that 
speaks well of childhood” is his savory 
version of French toast with roast beef 
and poppers. “I was thinking about how 
to utilize poppers, and it came to me 
that you’d expect a breakfast thing to 
be sweet,” he says, “but it hits you with 
this heat and kind of wakes you up.” A 
customer told him about the dish, “You 
were thinking what I was thinking be-
fore I was thinking it.”

The dads are hoping to have a liquor 
license by sometime in May.

Birth of a friendship
The pair met at the wedding of a 

mutual friend in Winthrop and hit it off 
immediately, cementing their friendship 
driving around in a golf cart during the 
reception. They realized right away they 
had a lot in common, including making 
lifelong careers in the restaurant busi-
ness, playing music (both have been in 
bands), and even their astrological sign 
(Cancer). 

They come from opposite sides of 
the country. McLean and Angela, his 
wife of 16 years, came to the islands 
from Florida over a decade ago “to go 
camping, and we never left.” He had 
spent years at the Peasant Restaurants 
in Atlanta, where “everyone starts in the 
kitchen, and everything is made from 
scratch.” He went on to work as front 
man at a variety of restaurants around 
the U.S.

Stuchal was born and raised in Hay-
ward, Wisconsin, a small town that had 
a seasonal influx of hunters and fish-
ermen (and a town that—kismet!—
McLean visited as a child with his par-
ents). His first restaurant job at age 
16 was at the lakeside resort there. He 
went on to work at Applebee’s, where 
he learned to be fast and organized. 
He then came out to the West Coast, 
bouncing around in restaurants in  

Neil Stuchal (left) and Fletcher McLean stand in front of Dad’s Diner proudly displaying 
their “Pleased to meat you” T-shirts.

Dad’s Diner a-Go-Go (food truck): Corner of 22nd and Commercial. Open 
from 11 until the food runs out, Tues.–Sat. Facebook page for daily specials: Dad’s 
Diner a-Go-Go

Dad’s Diner (restaurant): 906 Commercial. Open 7 a.m. to 4 p.m, Tues.–Sun. 
Facebook page for daily specials: Dad’s Diner

Dad’s: The Where and When

(continued on page 17)
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Heavenly Care, Inc.
Adult Family Home

for Seniors

WA State Lic # 752144

• Personal Care 
• Registered Nurse on Staff
• Memory Care
• Medication Administration
• Activities
• Meal Preparation
• Laundry & Cleaning
• Hospice

7055 Holiday Boulevard
(360) 299-8584 

HeavenlyCareInc@hotmail.com

Juneau, Bellingham, Mount Vernon, 
and Burlington, with names like Red 
Robin, Mitzel’s, La Conner Seafood & 
Prime Rib House, and Bella Isola in An-
acortes. Eventually he settled at Adrift 
Restaurant in Anacortes. 

Stuchal encouraged McLean to ap-
ply for the front man position at Adrift, 
where they worked together for seven 
years before opening the food truck. 
“We knew we worked well together, and 
really riffed well off one another,” he 
notes. That’s when they started calling 
one another “Dad.”

Since the diner’s opening, it’s been 
wall-to-wall with people raving about 
their food. Also, they’re filling up their 
walls with photos: “We’ve been en-
couraging people to bring in photos of 
their own dads in black frames,” says 
McLean, adding, “If we can transport 
people back to those childhood memo-

ries, we’re happy.”
Stuchal pipes in: “Everybody’s got a 

dad or father figure, someone they look 
up to.

“And also, Dad’s is a name that is hard 
to forget.” 

DAD’S DINER
(continued from page 16)

A Hot Time on the Beach

Top left: Island artist Allen 
Moe (right) conducts a class 
with Sue Roberts (center) on 
April 6, showing students 
how to fire pots on the beach. 
The pots were partially kiln-
fired and then loaded into a 
pit, covered with combustible 
materials such as sawdust, 
dung, dried seaweed, and 
driftwood, and then set on 
fire. Top right: Moe makes a 
point. Left: Finished pots and 
figures cool on the beach.
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“ I ’m not  just  a  REALTOR,®   
I ’m  your  ne ighbor . ”  

KAREN EVERETT 

2012 Silver Award of Excellence 

Over $6.5 million in sales last year  

GuemesIslandExpert.com 

If you’re thinking of selling 
your home or property, 
now is the time to list. 

(360) 202-7373 

kareneverett@cbbain.com 

Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Josiah Lyons turns 16 on May 2.
Catherine Reyburn turns 17 on May 4.
Ana and Elise Northcutt turn 4 on 
     May 5.
On May 12, Hallie Freeman turns 16.
Marguerite Adams turns 85 on May 15.
Maxwell Seto turns 13 on May 18.
Otter Moline turns 12 on May 23.
Jill Brenden turns 8 on May 24.
Teo Linnemann turns 2 on May 25.
Iris Sherman turns 91 on May 29.
J. T. Butler turns 11 on May 31.

Easter Fun for One and All

The healing garden in the front yard 
of the Church is planned as an island 
resource for eventual harvest and plant 
sharing. It is about half finished, and the 
Church hopes to continue expanding it. 

If there are islanders who make med-
icines, salves, tinctures, or aromatic oils 
from herbs or other medicinal plants 
who would be willing to share their ex-
pertise on plants and their uses, please 
contact Bob Anderson at 293-3770 or 
earthspiritcircle@earthlink.net. 

Help Needed for  
Healing Garden
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Fine weather graced the annual 
Easter Egg Hunt, held March 31 at 
the Park (just a bit too late to make 
it into our April issue). Top left: Egg 
hunters wait for the search to be-
gin. Above: Taking a break from the 
hunt, Lily-Rose Day and Aine Dillon 
enjoy playing on the Phil McCrack-
en Autumn Leaves sculpture. Top 
right: The Easter Bunny (Xianna Kel-
ley) hunts for eggs. Bottom right: 
Blake Detering (center), who found 
a golden egg, shows the prizes she 
won to brother Tristan and others. 
(Photos by Edith Walden and Win 
Anderson)
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**LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS ** 
BURLINGTON 
1-888-557-6778                                                      WHIDBEY ISLAND 

GUEMES ISLAND  
FRIDAY HARBOR 

EAST SOUND 
LYNDEN 

 
 
 
 
1-360-707-5550                                                                            Ask about our  
www.vanderyachtpropane.com                          BUDGET PAYMENT plans 

Thanks to a $1,500 grant from the 
Anacortes Noon Kiwanis Club, people 
receiving food assistance through the 
Washington Department of Health and 
Social Services will be able to double 
their food money to purchase fresh pro-
duce and food items at the Anacortes 
Farmers Market. 

Market Manager Keri Knapp ex-
plains that people can present their EBT 
cards at the information booth and will 
be given tokens for twice the amount of 
money on their cards to spend on food 
items at the Market. 

The Farmers Market, at the Depot 
on 7th Street and R Avenue, opens for 
the season on Saturday, May 11, from 9 

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting, 

May 14, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. at the  
Fire Hall. Public welcome.

Farmers Market Extends Benefits
a.m. to 2 p.m. and continues on Satur-
days through October 26. The market 
is also open June 19 through August 28 
on Wednesdays from 4 to 7 p.m.

The matching-funds program will 
continue as long as funds are available. 
The Skagit Valley Food Co-op will be 
donating four percent of the gross re-
ceipts it receives on Friday, June 28.

For more information, visit  
anacortesfarmersmarket.org or contact 
Knapp at 293-7922.

Islander Melody Young, a board 
member of the Anacortes Farmers Mar-
ket, encourages eligible islanders to take 
advantage of this opportunity to stretch 
their dollars for healthy eating. 

Sitting on Top of a Rocky Mountain
The last of 2,000 tons of gravel was 

trucked onto the island and deposited in 
a colossal pile next to Schoolhouse Park 
on April 9. The county has been stockpil-
ing the material this spring so that repair 
crews can use it to “chip seal” (repave) a 
number of island roads this summer. 

The stockpiling tactic represents 
an effort by the county’s Public Works 
Department to minimize disruptions to 
ferry service during the busier summer 
season. 

Scheduled for chip sealing are 
Guemes Island Road, Holiday Boulevard, 
Shaw Street, South Shore Drive, South 
Shore Road, West Shore Drive, Salmon 
Run, Totem Trail, Samish Street, Tidewater 
Road, and Upland Drive.
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•  in memoriam •

David Alan Conley, a seven-year Guemes Island resi-
dent in retirement, died March 28 at the age of 83.

He was born June 29, 1929, in Cleveland. In his 
youth his family moved to Seattle, where he graduated 
from Roosevelt High School and met and married the 
love of his life, Dorothy. 

In 1948, at the age of 19, he joined Boeing as a me-
chanic, the first of many positions across the country be-
fore retiring after 42 years as a senior flight line manager. 

When not assigned out of state, Dave and Dorothy lived in Lynnwood. Over 
the years they built their summer home on Guemes, moving here in 2005.

Dave enjoyed hiking, fishing, gardening, and fixing things. He raised honey-
bees, mason bees, chickens, and geese. Birdwatching and woodworking were hob-
bies and he was particularly fond of grafting trees and propagating plants. 

Besides his wife, Dorothy, survivors include son David Jr. (LaVonne) Conley; 
twin daughters Christie and Cathie Conley; and 9 grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren.

His family recalls, “He had a passionate thirst for learning about everything, a 
great sense of humor, and the ability to make a connection with everyone he met.”

Services were held April 27 in Everett with arrangements in the care of Evans 
Funeral Chapel.

Daniel Thomas Monahan, a part-time Guemes Is-
land resident, died suddenly on March 22. He was 66.

Born in Seattle on February 25, 1947, to Jack and 
Veronica Monahan, he was the third child of seven. He 
attended school at St. Edwards grade school in Seattle 
and St. Martin’s High School in Lacey, Washington. 

After high school he worked two summers fishing 
in Alaska and then joined the U.S. Coast Guard, with 
which he toured the South Pacific, New Zealand, and 

Antarctica. It was at his final station on Balboa Island in California where he met 
his future wife, Nancy Gisslin. They returned to Seattle to be married, and had two 
children. Dan became a third-generation railroad man, working for Burlington 
Northern for more than 38 years. He retired in 2009.

In 1980, with several other family members, the Monahans bought property on 
South Shore Road, where they enjoyed regular family campouts and gatherings. He 
began building his dream house 30 years later. He loved working on projects with 
the family and spending time in the house. He spent more than a year enjoying it. 
His favorite pursuits included planting trees and woodworking.

Irish to the core, Dan especially enjoyed a trip to Ireland in 2011 with 14 oth-
er members of the Monahan clan, where visited the rustic stone house where his 
mother lived as a little girl. 

His parents and brother Terry preceded him in death. He is survived by his wife 
of 42 years, Nancy; daughter Melissa and son-in-law Jeff Wright; son Ryan; sisters 
Mary Margaret (Jim) Parker, Veronica (Andy) Leech, Michele Monahan, and Moira 
Tueffers; sister-in-law Karon Monahan; and brother Tom (Mary) Monahan.

Services were held on April 15 at St. Edwards Church. Dan will be interred at 
Edens Cemetery at a later date. Memorial contributions may be given to the Arbor 
Day Foundation or the American Heart Association.

Daniel Monahan

David Conley

Justin 
Vaughn 
James, age 
29, died at 
home on 
April 27. 

He was 
born in 
Lyon, Geor-
gia on July 
6, 1983, to 

Joel and Catherine  James. The family 
moved to Atlanta when Justin was four. 
He  graduated in 2006 from the Uni-
versity of Georgia with a B.A. in visual 
media art. He worked for two years in 
Athens, Georgia, in the University’s art 
department.

In 2008, he left with his young pup-
py, Alice, to explore the Northwest. He 
arrived in Anacortes in July to volunteer 
his silk-screening talents with the art-
ist-run community at the Department 
of Safety. Soon after, he was guided to 
Guemes Island, where he quickly be-
came integrated in island life. 

He volunteered with the Guemes 
Island Library, the Guemes Island His-
torical Society, and the Men’s Breakfast. 
He was a founding member the Guemes 
Tide, contributing his considerable 
graphic-design skills for illustrations 
and layout; he also designed the front-
page banner for the paper. He joined 
the Guemes Island Fire Department in 
2010 and completed the rigorous fire-
fighter training at the Skagit County 
Fire Training Academy. 

He took care of many island pets in 
their owners’ absences, worked on island 
construction and landscaping projects, 
and pursued his interests in art and mu-
sic. His gentle, giving spirit touched the 
lives of many.

In August 2011, Justin returned to 
Georgia to take a job in Atlanta, where 
he hoped to pursue a career in bioengi-
neering medical equipment. In February 
2012 he was diagnosed with non-Hodg-
kin’s lymphoma.

He was able to fulfill his lifelong goal 

Justin James

(continued on page 21)
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By Holiday Matchett
Spring has come to Guemes, and 

with it come the migratory spring birds.
Have you noticed barn swallows and 

cliff swallows building nests on your ga-
rage—right where the door is, so that 
you must walk under them? While gar-
dening, did you barely escape a male 
rufous hummingbird who appears from 
high in the sky with a loud squeal, roar-
ing past with a high-pitched buzz as it 
hurtles back up? (Our first two rufous 
males arrived March 17; the first female 
arrived on April 16.)

Where did these little aviators come 
from? They are back from their winter 
vacation in Mexico, where the flowers 
are in bloom and the temperatures are 
warm. They have flown thousands of 
miles north to raise their young up here 
on Guemes Island.

And what is so great here? Well, try 
our state flower, the rhododendron, 
filled with nectar, pollen, and little in-
sects—carbs and protein all in one flyby. 
There are of course many other early 
blooming flowers, and the clean air.  
(The Anna’s hummingbird is also pres-
ent on Guemes, but not in the numbers 
of the feisty rufous.)

Six spe-
cies of swal-
lows—barn, 
cliff, bank, 
rough-winged, 
violet-green, 
and tree—
have made 
their way 
north for the 
insects, trees, 
and fresh air 
and water. 
The barn and 

cliff swallows take advantage of human 
structures. Watch them gather mud in 
their beaks and plaster it onto a surface 
with a bit of gluelike saliva. The oth-
er species build nests in holes in banks, 
trees, or stumps. All of them eat insects 
ravenously as their young grow. If the 
weather cooperates, they will raise two 
separate batches of youngsters. Then, all 
too soon, they will fly south again (to 
Texas) in the autumn, for another diet 
and climate. 

A pair of barn swallows once built 
a nest on the eaves of our house. But 
somehow they miscalculated. One day, 
there was a crash on our porch, and the 
nest with four little featherless chicks 
had fallen on our doghouse by the door. 
We gathered up the remains, put the 
chicks back inside, placed the nest in 
an empty margarine container, and—
with the help of a ladder, hammer, and 
nail—we hooked the plastic “nest” in its 
original location. 

Just in the nick of time. The fe-
male swallow came zooming in as usual, 
to feed the hungry young. She near-
ly crashed into the eaves while avoid-
ing this new object where her nest used 
to be. Recovering, she investigated, 

Here’s a link to barn swallow info: allaboutbirds.org/guide/barn_swallow/id.
Follow it to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s site, where you can view character-

istics, listen to calls, and read about their life history. (You can also do a search for any 
bird at the Cornell site.)

Fun for the whole family are the bird cameras (cams.allaboutbirds.org). At press 
time they had cams trained on great blue herons and red-tailed hawks, with eggs in 
the nest. So you can watch them raise their babies for several weeks.

The Wings of Spring

Birding Online: Cameras, Calls, and More

and even though the babies were cry-
ing loudly, she flew to a nearby perch. 
Meanwhile, in zoomed the male, his 
mate chattering loudly. He flew up, in-
vestigated, and came over to sit with 
her. After a chattered discussion, they 
both flew to their desperate chicks and 
began disgorging their mouths full of 
insect protein.

They never hesitated to use that nest 
again, and after that batch fledged they 
raised another five babies. Then off they 
went to warmer climes. We painted the 
plastic container black, and it was a fa-
vorite barn swallow home for many 
more years. 

On Saturday, May 11, there will 
be a North American Migration Count. 
This twice-a-year event allows “citizen 
scientists” to send in raw field data to 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. If you 
have feeders that could be observed 
for counting or if you would like to par-
ticipate yourself, please notify Holiday 
Matchett at 299-8552 or holidaywm@
yahoo.com. The group will meet in the 
parking lot at Anderson’s Store with the 
arrival of the 8 a.m. ferry.

Count the Migrators

Four juvenile barn swallows peer out from atop a garage rafter. They are 
among the six species of swallow that nest on Guemes.

JUSTIN JAMES
(continued from page 20)
of having his art shown at an exhibition, 
which opened in Atlanta on April 20. 
He enjoyed attending the opening, and 
he raised money from the sale of his art 
to fund research through the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society.

Justin is survived by grandparents 
Ruth and Junior Cross; his grandmother 
Era James and step-grandmother Francis 
Bethel; his mother, Catherine Cross; his 
father, Joel (Kathy) James; his brother, 
Jason (Elizabeth) James; and stepsisters, 
Lindsay and Leah Brandon. 

A memorial service was held in 
Georgia on May 1. At a later date, his 
family will come to Guemes to attend 
a memorial service and to bury his re-
mains next to those of his beloved Alice. 

Donations may be made to the Leu-
kemia and Lymphoma Society (see Jus-
tin’s charity at ga.llsevent.org/ 
EnhancingCancerResearchWithImages).
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Five Years Ago
Work continues on the extension of 

the ferry holding lane all the way to the 
Community Church.

Carl Cady is named president of the 
Community Center Association as offi-
cers and trustees contemplate trimming 
out the new drywall installed as part of 
seismic improvements.

Former resident Patty Orton Har-
rington fills in missing information on 
the life of island character Horace Ham-
mill, who taught Patty horseback riding 
in the 1950s.

—The Evening Star, May 2009

Ten Years Ago
High-speed Internet arrives on 

Guemes with Index Cable’s installation 
of fiber-optic cable to serve most of the 
island.

For the first time known, a direct de-
scendant of our island’s namesake visits 
Guemes. He is Manuel Gomez Gue-
mez, a recent resident of Everett, and is 
approximately 11 generations removed 
from Juan Vincente de Guemes Pacheco 
y Padilla Horcasitas y Aguayo, the sec-
ond count of Revilla Gigedo and viceroy 
of New Spain (Mexico) in 1791.

Evening Star correspondent Betty 
Crookes finally gets her own feature.

—The Evening Star, Spring 2004

Fifteen Years Ago
Maude Matthews Woo-

ten, the last surviving child 
of 14 raised by the island 
pioneer family of Jim and 
Louise (Cayou) Matthews, 
dies at age 92. 

Sylvia Stapp Carothers 
describes her Crab Louis in 
a feature by Karen Everett. 

Publisher Win Ander-
son reveals how it took a 
village to produce the is-
land newspaper after his 
hospitalization for a heart 
attack.

—The Evening Star, May 1996

Fifty Years Ago
“Private enterprise gives up the 

ghost June 1 when Skagit County goes 
into the ferry business hook, line and 
sinker. From that day forward it will be 
Capt. Sandrup Bernsen, county em-
ployee, skippering the good ship Almar 
between Fidalgo and Guemes islands. 
The redoubtable Bernsen, who has sur-
vived every storm but the financial one, 
sold the ferry to the county for some 
$36,000.”

—Anacortes American, May 30, 1963

One Hundred Years Ago
“The April Fools social given by the 

B side of the Social Club was well at-

tended. Four dollars and thirty cents 
was taken for lunch. The A side will give 
a Hard Time social in Blackinton’s Hall 
April 12th.”

“The storm Wednesday blew the top 
off Chas. Wood’s launch The Nugget at 
the Guemes ferry dock.”

“Charles L. Gant, editor, and A. L. 
Lewis, manager of the Guemes Tillikum, 
were arrested Tuesday by a United States 
deputy marshal [and] charged [with] 
five counts of publishing and sending 
through the mails ‘matter not allowed 
under the postal laws.’”

“The Anacortes Gun Club has rented 
ground from Jack Kidd and will install 
their traps this week.”

—Anacortes American, May 3,  
10, and 29, 1913

In this undated photo by Betty Crookes, the M/V Almar is 
seen approaching the Guemes dock likely under the com-
mand of Ray Separovich or Al Bacedich. 


