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Replacement Ferry Solves Line 
Problem Once and for All

Long waiting lines for the ferry are a thing of the past now that this replacement vessel is 
up and running. The second run of the 11:15 crossing is also obsolete. For more informa-
tion, please see the second paragraph in the Community Soup Supper article on page 6.

A Public Ferry Forum will be held 
on Thursday, April 4, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
at the Community Center. 

Islanders are encouraged to take 
advantage of this opportunity for the 
community to meet with Skagit County 
Commissioner Ron Wesen, Skagit 
County Director of Public Works Henry 
Hash, Ferry Operations Division Man-
ager Rachel Beck, Guemes Island Ferry 
Committee chair Glen Veal, and Skagit 
County Interim Controller Jim Martin.

The agenda includes discussion of 
upcoming ferry projects, the 2013 Ferry 
Fare Revenue Target Report, and a 2013 
public education project, in addition to 
other concerns and issues about ferry 
operations.

The draft of the revenue target 
report is available on linetime.org or at 
skagitcounty.net/ferry.

Public Ferry Forum 
on April 4

By Tom Murphy
The recent theft of one vehicle and 

damage to another in the lower parking 
lot next to the Anacortes ferry termi-
nal (see article on page 8) are reminders 
that security cameras act as deterrents 
for would-be thieves but cannot com-
pletely prevent thefts or vandalism—nor 
do they always provide enough visual 
information to identify or convict a law-
breaker. 

The video cameras on the Anacortes-
side terminal provide up-to-the-minute 
visuals of the waiting lines and ferry 

A Clearer View of Ferry Security Cameras
They Are Deterrents, but Owner Security Practices Are Still Required

loading (see linetime.org to watch the 
views from the webcams). 

In addition to these webcams, Skagit 
County has purchased and installed se-
curity cameras that monitor the Kiwanis 
parking lot near the corner of 6th Street 
and I Avenue, the upper lot near the 
corner of 6th and K, and the “railroad” 
lot adjacent to the ferry waiting line at 
the Anacortes terminal. The purpose of 
these cameras in the parking lots, ac-
cording to Ferry Operations Division 
Manager Rachel Beck, is to monitor the 
lots for security purposes.  

There are also security cameras inside 
the Anacortes terminal. Beck stated they 
were installed in anticipation of the op-
eration of the ticketing kiosk within the 
terminal building. Although the kiosk is 
not yet in operation, the cameras are.

The video webcams update them-
selves every 30 seconds. The security 
cameras in the parking lots and in the 
terminal waiting room are on all the 
time and record activity whenever they 
detect motion. The videos they take are 
stored for three weeks on the county’s 

(continued on page 4)
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Letters
Woodchoppers’ thanks

Thank you, Guemes, for support-
ing the Woodchoppers’ Ball for the past 
26 years. Without you, this event would 
not be possible. 

You know who you are: the chop-
pers, splitters, haulers, stackers, and 
donators of wood—Mike and Eugene 
Gwost, Tynan Martin, Ike Gladish, 
Daniel Burnett, Nic Mardesich, Doug 
Mosier, Jeff Gent, and Tom Butler.

A great big thank you to all who 
helped set up the Hall: Mike, Gene, Su-
zie, and Barb Ohms, this year’s Kitch-
en Queen.Thanks to Stella Spring and 
Bonnie Smith for help selling raffle tick-
ets, and Lisa Torcoletti for girling (vs. 
“manning”) the admission door. Special 
thanks to Bill Warmouth for setting up 
the outdoor fire.

Old-timers, youngsters, town folks, 
Seattleites, islanders, and valley folk 
all came to hoot, holler, and dance the 
night away. The potluck was well at-
tended. Thanks, Val, for your spectacu-
lar piano and accordion renditions at 
the open mike, and thanks, Scott and 
friend, for your guitar-song duos. And 
Dad, George, way to go ripping off a 
few fiddle tunes with Mike. All this be-
fore Polecat amped it up with their hot 
meld of sound.

The raffle was another highlight of 
the evening. Thank you, Anacortes, for 
all the years of support. Last to occur 
was the Two-Buck-Chuck wood-chuck-
ing contest.  Zander Woofenden was the 
official timekeeper, and Fisherman Mike 
and Danger Dan won the pile of wood.

Great job, Guemes—you pulled it 
off again!

—Suzie Gwost and the Gwost family

A cautionary tale
To our fellow islanders,
One recent Sunday, we were driving 

along South Shore Road to the ferry. As 
we turned onto the S curve by Glencoe 
Lane, a car came speeding around the 
corner towards us (from the ferry dock) 
far above the speed limit, lost traction, 
and skidded towards us. 

They missed our car by about an 
inch. It was the closest traffic call either 
of us could ever remember. The offend-
ing vehicle slowed but didn’t stop. We 
reported the incident to the sheriff’s of-
fice via 911.

About 10 minutes later, as we waited 
in the ferry line, the same vehicle pulled 
in a few cars behind us. We noted the 
license number and relayed that to the 
sheriff’s office.

When we all exited on the Anacortes 
side, an Anacortes Police car was waiting 
and pulled the offenders over. A Skagit 
County Sheriff’s car soon arrived as well.

In the end, we decided not to press 
charges. The police told us the 17-year-
old driver didn’t have any record of 
reckless driving, and he and his five pas-
sengers expressed remorse and said the 
incident had scared them. (They had 
been rushing back to a house where 
they’d been staying to retrieve a forgot-
ten item.)

We thought the story worth telling 
to remind islanders of two things: to 
please drive carefully on island roads (it’s 
not worth an accident to make that fer-
ry); and to remember that law enforce-
ment is often willing to meet a ferry to 
follow up on island incidents.

—Tony Allison and  
Nancy Fisher-Allison

This month the Tide welcomes Wendy Saver, who has volunteered to become 
our new business manager. 

In addition to her engaging enthusiasm for community work, Wendy has a 
background in administration and years of business experience as co-owner (with 
husband Dave Rockwood) of several successful restaurants in Boston (see their story 
on page 20 of the February 2013 issue). 

We’re delighted to have her on board!

A New Face at the Tide
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“ I ’m not  just  a  REALTOR,®   
I ’m your  ne ighbor . ”  

KAREN EVERETT 

2012 Silver Award of Excellence 

Over $6.5 million in sales last year  

GuemesIslandExpert.com 

If you’re thinking of selling 
your home or property, 
now is the time to list. 

(360) 202-7373 

kareneverett@cbbain.com 

By Tom Murphy
At the Guemes Island Communi-

ty Center Association (GICCA) meet-
ing on March 21, the GICCA board 
unanimously approved a revised rental 
agreement for the Community Center. 
Secretary Kathleen Phillips stated that 
this document “reiterates, clarifies, and 
puts into writing the practices which the 
board believes are already in place.” 

The agreement separates Hall users 
into two categories: private and pub-
lic. Private users will be charged $50 for 
up to three hours, and $100 for more 
than three hours or all day. A damage 
and cleaning deposit of $150 will be re-
quired to reserve the Hall. The deposit is 
refundable upon satisfactory inspection.

Private uses include commercial 
events and certain nonprofit and po-
litical events. Private use also includes 
private parties, wedding receptions, re-
treats, and meetings with limited enroll-
ment/attendance—events that are invi-
tation only and are otherwise not open 
to the general public. GICCA must 
charge for political events that specifi-
cally support or oppose candidates for 
office or issues on the ballot, in order to 
maintain their classification as a 501(c)
(3) charitable organization. Nonparti-
san voter events, candidate debates, and 
civic-engagement activities qualify as 
public use.

Events for the Guemes Island com-
munity will not require a fee. Any 
group, organization, or communi-
ty function that is open to the general 
public falls into this category. Accord-
ing to the agreement, a cleaning/damage 
deposit may be required in this category, 
refundable upon satisfactory inspection.

In other news, Treasurer Norm Pre-
witt reported the net proceeds from the 
Woodchoppers’ Ball were $1,051. This 
money went directly into the School-
house Park Stage fund that now has a 
balance of $5,894. Prewitt also men-
tioned that donations to the Hall for 
the first two months of this year were 
“thin.”

Vice President Sharon Schlittenhard 
thanked the Gwost family for all their 
hard work in putting on another suc-

GICCA Board Approves New Rental Agreement for the Hall
cessful Woodchoppers’ Ball.

The spring talent show is scheduled 
for May 11, and all islanders are invit-
ed to show up and display their talents. 

From left, Harry Finks, Norm Prewitt, Zoanne Hyland, and Kelly Bush prepare enve-
lopes to mail the annual spring-appeal requests for the Community Center. The funds 
raised will help with maintenance for the Hall and Murray Read Pavilion, and will 
further support the Schoolhouse Park Stage project.

The board also voted to provide up to 
$50 to support the Easter Egg Hunt.

The next meeting is April 18, at 7 
p.m. in the Hall. 

An Appealing Project
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server, where they may be viewed by 
Beck and a few other information-tech-
nology employees when the need arises. 
Beck stated that she has had occasion 
to look at the videos and has done so 
whenever an issue or problem has been 
brought to her attention.

The videos are also made available to 
law enforcement officers upon request. 
Anacortes Police Department Captain 
John Small believes there is a deterrent 
associated with having security camer-
as, he told the Tide, but cautions that 
they should not be considered a substi-

FERRY CAMERAS
(continued from page 1)

By Edith Walden
Spring came in like a lion on March 

20, the vernal equinox. Westerly winds 
blowing steadily at 30 to 35 miles per 
hour with gusts to 42 drove white-
capped waves onto the Guemes shore-
line. The winds, combined with an ebb 
tide, created conditions in the Guemes 
Channel rough enough to shut the ferry 
down from 3 to 7:30 p.m.

The line of vehicles with islanders 
waiting to get home stretched to M Av-
enue. “It’s like the Fourth of July out 
here,” Tim Wittman reported from L 
Avenue. There was standing room only 
in the Anacortes terminal, and passen-
gers overflowed into the outside glassed-
in shelter and tried to stay warm in the 
40-degree weather (not accounting for 
wind chill).

At 7:15 p.m., the ferry took a test 
run to check docking conditions on the 
Guemes side. It returned with 24 pas-
sengers and 17 vehicles. The first loaded 
run to Guemes took off at 7:50 p.m., 
carrying 18 vehicles and 99 passen-
gers—standing room only in the cabin. 
Abandoning the schedule, the crew ran 
the ferry continuously until both docks 
were clear. The last waiting vehicle on 
Guemes left the island at 8 p.m. The fi-
nal run from the Anacortes side left at 
9:08 p.m. 

Ferry Operations Division Manager 
Rachel Beck noted that the crew “did a 
great job and they were constantly walk-
ing the line to keep people informed.” 

Coming In Like a 
Lion—and Closing 

Down the Ferry
By Tom Murphy

Scheduling the use of island facilities can sometimes 
be a confusing task. Knowing who to contact and what 
contact method to use can make life simpler for all in-
volved.

The Community Center
Barbara McGuinness is the person in charge of 

scheduling the use of the Community Center. Barbara 
can be reached at mcguemes@yahoo.com or 293-7973. 

Barbara prefers that folks use her email address to inquire about availability 
and schedule use. 

The Community Center is free for Guemes Island public use. Rental fees are 
charged for any private use, including activities that are commercial, and certain non-
profit and political events. Private parties, wedding receptions, retreats, or meetings 
with limited or advance enrollment/attendance that are by invitation only and are 
otherwise not open to the public will be charged a fee. The fee is $50 for up to three 
hours and $100 for more than three hours or for a full day. 

A damage/cleaning deposit of $150 is required that will be refunded upon satis-
factory inspection.

The Guemes Island Community Church
Yadi Young is in charge of scheduling use of the Church Fellowship Hall. She may 

be reached at 293-9271 or yyoung2009@hotmail.com. There is no charge for use of 
the facilities for events that are open to the general public. 

Private use—including wedding receptions, invitation-only parties, partisan 
political events, and commercial ventures—requires a rental fee of $50 for the first 
five hours and $75 for more than five hours. 

A $50 damage and cleaning deposit is required, which is refundable upon 
inspection.

Murray Read Pavilion
Sandy Warmouth schedules the use of Murray Read Pavilion. She may be con-

tacted at 293-3718. There is no fee to use the Pavilion. Sandy reminds people that 
they are expected to clean up after their use.

The Guemes Island Library
A small meeting table seating up to 10 people is available at the Library. This 

space may be scheduled for use by contacting Carol Pellett at cpellett95@gmail.com 
or 293-8128. There is no charge to use this space.

How to Schedule an Island Venue

tute for good individual security prac-
tices. Small warns vehicle owners not to 
develop a false sense of security just be-
cause a parking lot happens to be moni-
tored by security cameras. “Always lock 
your vehicle, hide your valuables, and 
do not leave keys hidden in your car,” 
he advised. “The ‘smash and grab’ type 
of offense is still the exception. Ninety 
percent of all vehicle prowls occur with 
unlocked vehicles.”

Small informed the Tide that the 
Anacortes police have requested and 
viewed videos from the cameras on a 
couple of occasions, including once  
very recently. 
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By Edith Walden
More than 160 people, about a 

dozen dogs, and 1 horse gathered on a 
beautiful sunny day on the front lawn of 
Anderson’s General Store on March 23 
to have a group photo taken. In a small 
act of kindness, islanders posed around 
the outline of a large heart, with a sign 
reading “Bring the Island 2 Justin.”

The impulse for the event stemmed 
from the sad news that former islander 
Justin James, 29, is losing his battle with 
cancer. James, who came to the island in 

Islanders Gather in Photo for Justin James

2009 and immediately began volunteer-
ing for seemingly everything, had hoped 
to make a last trip here with his fam-
ily. Unfortunately, his health is not good 
enough to make such a long journey.

Photographers Ken Davenport and 
Chris Terrell from How It Works gener-
ously donated their time to the cause. 
Win Anderson had secured a 40-foot 
extension ladder against the loader of 
his tractor so that Davenport had ad-
equate height to shoot from. Jordan Yea-
ger, a film student from Anacortes High 

School, volunteered to film the entire 
event and produce an edited video. 

James was a founding member of 
The Guemes Tide, contributing his tal-
ented graphic-design skills and lay-
out help. The banner on the front page 
was designed by Justin. He was also 
a Guemes Island volunteer firefighter 
and completed the rigorous training at 
the Skagit County Fire Training Acad-
emy. He was an active volunteer with 
the Guemes Island Library, the Men’s 
Breakfast, and the Guemes Island His-
torical Society. In 2011, he reluctantly 
returned to Georgia to take a job. It was 
there he was diagnosed with non-Hodg-
kin’s lymphoma. 

The heart-shaped gathering is a testa-
ment to islanders’ love, their apprecia-
tion for all that he contributed while he 
was here, and a reminder of all the good 
that exists in this generous community.

Photos will be available for sale at 
the Store later in the month. To see 
photos of the event taken by Philip 
Fenner, visit tinyurl.com/csp7m41. 

Additional photos are posted on 
linetime.org. 

A Guemes Island “timeline” tracing 
major events in the island’s history 
from 1797 to 2000 will be the focus of 
discussion at the April 8 meeting of the 
Guemes Island Historical Society. 

The timeline was produced by 
the Anacortes History Museum, citing 
highlights from seven newspapers and 
books. Members plan to use the docu-
ment as an outline for further study to 
fill in some of the gaps.

In addition, Steve Orsini will speak 
on his family’s ties and history on 
Guemes.

The Historical Society meets in 
the Church Fellowship Hall the second 
Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
The public is welcome at all Historical 
Society meetings.

The Time of  
Guemes’s Life


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···



Islanders begin gathering for an all-island photo as photographers on ladders (right) pre-
pare to shoot the event.
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Anacortes High School an-
nounced the students who made the 
honor roll for the first semester. Con-
gratulations to the following current 
and former island students:

Jacqueline Anderson 3.5 –3.99
Alex Bosch 3.0–3.49
Hallie Freeman 3.5–3.99
Sage Olson 3.5–3.99
Blake Prescott 3.0–3.49
Ryan Simonis 4.0
Nota Tsitsiragos 3.5–3.99
Stella Tsitsiragos 3.5–3.99
Additionally, homeschooler 

Blaine LaCross completed his GED 
in the 99th percentile, and ranked 
in the 95th percentile in his overall 
SAT scores. (See page 11 for more on 
Blaine.)

Connie Snell will lead a participa-
tive class based on the PBS film First 
Freedom: The Fight for Religious Liberty. 
Beginning on Sunday, April 14, at 8 
a.m., the class will meet in the Church 
Fellowship Hall and will continue each 
Sunday through April. The class series 
will resume May 12, and will continue 
on Sundays through May 26.  

Session 1 will provide a picture of 
religious life in Colonial America. Ses-
sion 2 will lead into the political arena 
through the ideas of the Founding Fa-
thers. Sessions 3 and 4 will provide 
further insights into the thinking of a 
cluster of geniuses that culminated in 
the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights. Sessions 5 and 6 will delve into a 
discussion of religion in America today.  

Participants will explore questions 
about continuing struggles with First 
Amendment issues, diversity, and the 
separation of church and state. All  
islanders are invited to join in the  
discussions.

Islander Qi 
Lou is teaching 
Chinese calligraphy 
on April 13 and 20 
from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
the Guemes Island 
Library. Students of 
all ages are invited 
to learn how to 
write Chinese char-
acters and how to 
pronounce them in 
Mandarin Chinese. 
At the end of each 
session Qi will also 
teach students how 
to write the characters with brush and ink.

It’s not too late to join the classes, which will continue each month for the fore-
seeable future. Qi welcomes new students at any time.

Qi was raised in Xi’an, China, in the Shaanxi province. The city is famous for its art 
of calligraphy and Chinese painting and houses nearly 3,000 stone steles in the Xi’an 
Beilin Museum, the largest collection of steles in China.

Community Soup Supper programs are open 
to all islanders. The events are held on Tuesdays at 
the Guemes Island Community Church. The sup-
per starts at 6 p.m., with a program following at 
7 p.m.

April 2: In an April Fools’ Day program, Don 
Passarelli will present the historical background 
of the day. Four other team members will present 
examples of pranks, hoaxes, and practical jokes. 

Bring your own tricks, stories, and foolery to share.
April 9: Jackie Hartwich will bring a DVD of a recent program produced by 

Moyers & Company. In “Ending the Silence on Climate Change” Bill Moyers in-
terviews scientist Anthony Leiserowitz, director of the Yale Project on Climate 
Change Communication, and explores the psychology of risk perception and how 
to galvanize humans and communities to make behavioral changes. A discussion 
will follow the viewing.

April 16: Becky Stinson will present “What Your Gardens Need NOW” and  
answer general garden questions.

April 23: Bob Anderson will present highlights of his recent trip to the Carib-
bean islands, which include visits to Dutch and Spanish forts, quaint cities, tropical 
gardens, Sephardic synagogues, mountains, beaches, and museums. He’ll throw in 
information about African art, early peoples, pirates, and traders.

April 30: Former Alaskan bush pilot Tom Fouts will present the story of the  
rescue of a plane from Alaskan ice. 

High School Honor Roll

“First Freedom” 
Class

Community Soup Supper Programs

Chinese Calligraphy Lessons

Qi Lou teaches Chinese calligraphy to islanders in the Library.
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The island will be rich with music the first weekend in April (see article above). On 
Friday, April 5, at 7 p.m. in the Community Center, LJ Booth and Chris Koresh return to 
the island for a concert. Tickets are $10 at the door.

The urban/folk duo plays fiddle and acoustic guitar and performs nationally. 
Kokesh started with the band Misty River and has become a noted voice in the 
Northwest music scene. Her latest CD is October Valentine (2010). Booth has a long 
singing career; his latest CD is The Road That Leads Me Home (2010). The two Portland 
songwriters began touring together in 2011, after meeting at the Texas Kerrville Folk 
Festival. For a sample of their music, go to youtube.com/watch?v=9Ewi3DAnlsE.

With spring upon us and longer days 
of sunlight (OK, sometimes in liquid 
form), the Gathering Lunch is down to 
its last four weeks for this season. Even 
with many islanders coming and going 
during the winter months, the lunches 
are still averaging 34 attendees and pro-
viding meals for several shut-ins.

If you haven’t had an opportunity to 
come during the winter, plan to stop by, 
enjoy a meal, and catch up with island 
friends and their travel stories. This is a 
community event and everyone is wel-
come. Lunch is served from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m. for a suggested donation 
of $4. Free blood pressure checks are 
available, and Carol Park offers relaxing 
chair massages for $10.

April’s menu includes some diners’ 
favorites. On April 4, David Rockwood 
is starting the month off with chicken 
Marbella, a favorite from his former res-
taurant. On April 11, Anne Passarelli 
and Gail Nicolls serve tamale pie. On 
April 18, Sharon Hughlitt prepares pork 
loin roast. On April 25, Lorraine Fran-
cis cooks grilled Huli Huli chicken.

Scarlet Evanna Gladish was born January 19 to 
parents Jennifer and Sam Gladish. She weighed 6 
pounds 7 ounces and 
was 20 inches long. 
Sam, who was raised on 
Guemes, is now an E-3 
paratrooper in the U.S. 
Army. He is currently 
stationed at Fort Bragg, 
NC, while waiting to 
start the Special Forces 
selection process.

The 2013 edi-
tion of The Guemes 
Guide arrived in 
February, thanks 
(again) to the 
hard work of 
project organizer 
Leota Price. The 
publication is 
produced every 

year by the Guemes 
Island Property Owners Association 
(GIPOA) and is a great introduction to 
island organizations, events, services, 
emergency contacts, celebrations, and 
even a few customs of island life—e.g., 
“Please don’t pass and cut in front of 
other cars headed for the ferry line.” 

An essential guide for newcom-
ers, it is a valuable resource even for 
seasoned islanders. The free publication 
is available at the Guemes Island Library 
and can be found online on the GIPOA 
organizational site on linetime.org.

Islander Tim Wittman’s band 
Cannery Underground will play Sat-
urday, April 6, at Anderson’s General 
Store from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 

Wittman and music partner 
Dave Perkins started playing music 
together in high school in the late 
’60s. After high school they went 
their separate ways. Perkins played in 
numerous bands, touring the West 
Coast and Hawaii. Wittman went off 
to college, where he earned a doc-
torate in psychology. He currently 
works as a school psychologist for the 
Burlington Edison School District.

Tim has been performing solo 
and writing and publishing music for a number of years. Two years ago the two de-
cided to reunite and play together again. The band has really taken off. The duo 
plays regularly throughout the region, from Seattle to the Olympic Peninsula, 
Whidbey Island, and the greater Skagit Valley.

The two specialize in original Northwest folk music with a touch of humor and 
nautical twists, and have an additional repertoire of traditional and contemporary 
music. Their CD of original music, Cannery Kate, was released last year. For more 
information about the band, see facebook.com/canneryfolk. And check them out in 
person on April 6. There is no cover.

Cannery Underground to Play on Island

LJ Booth and Chris Kokesh Perform at Hall

Welcome, Scarlet Gladish

Above: Proud dad Sam Gladish met daughter Scarlet, in 
Jennifer’s arms, for the first time on February 21, the day 
he completed airborne training.

Guemes Guide 2013

Final Gathering 
Lunches Until Fall
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By Edith Walden
On February 24 at approximately 5:10 p.m., an island man was escorted by police 

from the ferry and taken into the Anacortes terminal, where he was arrested on 
suspicion of having stolen eight guitar pedals worth $844 from the Anacortes Reform 
Church. 

According to police documents, the man and a friend had attended the church, 
where they ate a complimentary dinner and attended part of a sermon. The two 
had been in and out of the service and a back storage room where the pedals were 
stored. Documents indicate the man finally admitted that the stolen property was at 
his house. 

The property was retrieved.
An affidavit for probable cause of second-degree theft, a felony, was filed in 

Skagit County Superior Court. Prosecuting Attorney Rich Weyrich told the Tide that 
charges are pending.

By Edith Walden
On December 4, 2012, the Wash-

ington State Supreme Court refused 
to review the vehicular-assault convic-
tion of former islander Anthony “Tony” 
Fisher. The Washington State Court of 
Appeals, which had earlier denied Fish-
er’s appeal, closed the appeals case on 
January 4. 

An order revoking the stay of Fish-
er’s sentence was then issued by Skagit 
County Superior Court Judge Michael 
Rickert on February 8. Fisher began 
serving his six-month sentence in jail on 
March 12, according to Skagit Coun-
ty Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Russell 
Brown, who shared in the prosecution 
of the case.

Fisher, 60, was sentenced on Sep-
tember 22, 2010, for a conviction of 
vehicular assault in an incident on 
Guemes Island Road in September 
2009. Fisher’s van struck bicyclist Zee-
die Collins as he was driving under the 
influence of a double dose of Ambien, a 
sleep medication. Collins was seriously 
injured. 

In addition to his sentence, he was 
ordered to pay Collins $2,846.44 in 
restitution, $1,000 to the Washington 
State Patrol for emergency response ex-
penses, and $1,175 for other financial 
legal obligations.

Defense attorney Ron Wolff had ap-
pealed the conviction on the grounds 
that Fisher was denied due process be-
cause he was held liable for driving un-
der the influence of a legally prescribed 
drug, and that the court failed to in-
struct the jury about the option of a sec-
ond-degree negligent-driving charge. In 
a unanimous decision, the appeals court 
ruled in May 2012 that driving under 
the influence of any drug and substan-
tially injuring someone qualifies as ve-
hicular assault, and that second-degree 
negligent driving is a traffic infraction 
and not a crime.

Fisher’s scheduled release date is June 
29, accounting for time served with 
good behavior. 

By Edith Walden
On February 21, Stanwood police 

arrested a suspect while he was driving 
a Toyota pickup that had been reported 
stolen on February 15 from the Guemes 
Island ferry parking lot in Anacortes. 

According to police records, the 
suspect was parked in front of a well-
known drug house and refused to leave 
the truck. Deputies had to shatter the 
driver’s door window of the truck and 
extricate the man through the opening. 
Police reports state that the cab and bed 
of the truck were full of stolen property 
and that the suspect was in possession of 
a controlled substance. 

The suspect had jammed a pair of 
scissors into the ignition to operate the 
truck. 

The man was taken into custody and 

Fisher Loses Final 
Appeal in Vehicular 

Assault Case

Island Man Escorted From Ferry,  
Arrested at Terminal

Suspect Jailed in Truck-Theft Incident
Car Prowl in Ferry Parking Lot Probably Related

later transferred to the custody of Island 
County, where he faces numerous felony 
charges. Snohomish County officers are 
still conducting an investigation prior to 
issuing charges.

In a related incident, a car prowl 
was reported on February 15 in the 
same Guemes ferry parking lot where 
the truck had been stolen. According 
to police reports, the car owner report-
ed that the driver’s door handle of her 
Toyota Camry had been mangled and 
pried from the door, causing damages of 
$920.60. No one appeared to have en-
tered the vehicle. Police suspect that the 
same man attempted to steal the Camry 
prior to stealing the pickup. 

The officer notes that the Toyota 
Camry is the most commonly stolen  
vehicle in America. 
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When What Time Where Contact

Apr. 1, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

April Fools' Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Day A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4709 S Shore Drive Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

GIPAC 7:00 pm Church Allen Bush Jr. 293-7439

Apr. 2, Tues. Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm Boots Anderson's Marianne Kooiman 293-5815

Soup Supper: April Fools' Day Stories 6:00 pm Church Bob Anderson 293-3770

Apr. 3, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Apr. 4, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Chicken Marbella 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Public Ferry Forum 5:00 - 6:30 pm Hall Rachel Beck 419-7618

Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Apr. 5, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Apr. 6, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Live Music:  Tim Wittman, Cannery Underground 5:30 pm Store Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

Apr. 7, Sun. Church Council 8:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Church Service: Bob Anderson 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Apr. 8, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

A Course in Miracles 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4709 S Shore Drive Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382

Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726

Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Apr. 9, Tues. Soup Supper: Bill Moyers Climate Change DVD 6:00 pm Church Bob Anderson 293-3770

Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:00 pm Fire Hall Chip Bogosian 293-2760

Apr. 10, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Apr. 11 Thu. Gathering Lunch: Tamale Pie 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Library George Meekins 840-9391

Apr. 12, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Apr.13, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

GIPOA Board Meeting 9:30 am Library Howard Pellett 293-8128

Apr. 14, Sun. First Freedom Class 8:00 am Church Connie Snell 708-3589

Church Service: Martin Taylor 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When What Time Where Contact

Apr. 15, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Apr. 16, Tues. Soup Supper: Becky Stinson, Gardening Tips 6:00 pm Church Bob Anderson 293-3770

Knitting Night 7:30 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Apr. 17, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Apr. 18, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Pork Loin Roast 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

GICCA meeting 7:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2296

Apr. 19, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Apr. 20, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Apr. 21, Sun. First Freedom Class 8:00 am Church Connie Snell 708-3589

National Church Service: TBA 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Volunteer Week

Apr. 22, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Earth Day Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Apr. 23, Tues. Soup Supper: Bob Anderson, Carribean Island 6:00 pm Church Bob Anderson 293-3770

Highlights
Apr. 24, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Apr. 25, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Grilled Huli Huli Chicken 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Apr. 26, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Apr. 27, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Apr. 28, Sun. First Freedom Class 8:00 am Church Connie Snell 708-3589

Church Service: David Wertheimer 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Apr. 29, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Cemetery Committee 6:00 pm Store Dixon Elder 293-8935

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Apr. 30, Tues. Soup Supper: Tom Fouts, Alaska Plane Rescue 6:00 pm Church Bob Anderson 293-3770

ONGOING Art Show: The Mitercraft exhibit by Ron and Julie Flint continues at the Store through April.

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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By Edith Walden and Nick Allison
It was a sad day for the Tide at a re-

cent farewell party for founding staffers 
Blaine and Thea LaCross. The LaCross 
family is moving to Olympia, where 
Blaine will start at the Evergreen State 
College in the fall. 

Blaine has been covering the youth 
beat for the Tide. He has developed ex-
ceptional writing skills during his tenure 
as a young journalist. We’re hoping he 
will continue writing for us during his 
college career.

The Tide would never have come in 
nor gone out without Thea’s help. Her 
expertise in publishing, production, web 
design, and computer technology have 
been essential to both the paper and its 
website. And her accounting skills have 
helped us plan and track the financial 
life of the Tide. 

Her wisdom and guidance have been 
instrumental as the editors wrangled 
with principles, precedents, and pre-

dicaments. She 
has an uncan-
ny ability to cut 
to the heart of 
a complex issue 
and find a fair, 
compassionate, 
and workable 
solution. We’re 
already design-
ing T-shirts that 
read “WWTS?” 
(for “What 
Would Thea 
Say?”) to help us 
channel her wise 
perspective.

And she’s 
a fine writer, adroitly covering the 
Guemes Island Community Council 
Association during two tempestuous 
years and adding her light touch to nu-
merous other stories. We will need three 
people to replace her (see stories below 
and on page 1).

Eric LaCross has kept the Tide com-
puters updated and running safely and 
efficiently, ensuring no breakdowns dur-
ing crunch time. He’s been a valued 
consultant in choosing hardware and 
software as we got up and running. 

Under the radar for 25 years
Eric and Thea first arrived on 

Guemes in March 1988, both having 
had long experience working in pub-
lishing. They had started a business in 
the Bay Area specializing in software 
for book publishers. After a trip to vis-
it Eric’s uncle, who had a glass shop in 
Anacortes, they decided to relocate their 
business to Guemes’s North Beach.

Soon numerous members from 
both families moved to the area—in 
fact Thea’s parents, Dale and Audrey 
LaCross, and Thea’s sister and fam-
ily, Sandy and Bill Warmouth, moved 
to Guemes. After three years on North 
Beach, the LaCross business outgrew 
their basement, and Thea and Eric 
moved to Anacortes, where they lived 
for seven years. Blaine was born in 
1994.

Eric and Thea sold their share of the 
business and began doing consulting. As 
soon as high-speed Internet service came 
to Guemes, they returned to live and 
run their real-estate photography busi-
ness and to homeschool Blaine. 

The talented couple has kept a low 
profile on Guemes. The business has re-
quired frequent travel by Eric, doing 
photo shoots for real-estate clients. Thea 
has been active in many family-oriented 
island events and was a founding orga-
nizer of Family Game Night, Park Day, 
and the annual Family Campout at the 
Pavilion.

A difficult decision
The real-estate crash of 2008 and the 

lack of a local market for their business, 
combined with Blaine’s entry into col-
lege, forced the family’s difficult deci-
sion to leave Guemes. Pointing out that 
they’ve returned to the island before, 
Thea promises, “We’ll be back.” 

A Fond Farewell to the LaCrosses
Contributions to the Tide Were a Family Affair

Among the staffing holes created by Thea LaCross’s lamented departure (see 
article above) is that of layout assistant. We now have only one volunteer working on 
laying out the paper in Adobe InDesign, and are seeking someone to share at least a 
small part of the load.

If you have experience in computer-based design and/or layout and are willing 
to help, please let us know at editorial@guemestide.org. Specific knowledge of In-
Design is helpful but not necessary. The time commitment could be as little as a few 
hours or as much as two days, once a month—with two months a year off!

A Call for Layout Help

Thea (left) and Blaine LaCross receive commendations from Tide  
managing editor Nick Allison at a farewell party.

The Guemes Island Fire 
Commissioners are  

accepting applications 
for Secretary/Treasurer.

The individual will train  
with and serve as backup to our 

current secretary.

Résumés must be received by  
April 7, 2013. 

Send résumé to: 
Guemes Island Fire  

Department / Commissioners
6310 Guemes Island Rd.

Anacortes, WA 98221

ed
it

h
 w

a
ld

en



12     The Guemes Tide     April 2013

By Carol Steffy
Not so many years ago, islander 

Betty Crookes would, with a twinkle in 
her eye, announce to me, “My daughter 
Betsy, an artist in Chicago, is coming to 
Guemes for a visit!” Betsy taught figure 
drawing at the School of the Art Insti-
tute of Chicago for 32 years. This past 
year, she and her composer husband, 
Fred Ockwell, moved west to live and 
retire in Anacortes. 

On March 19, Betsy spoke at Com-
munity Soup Supper about her 24 years 
of sketching and painting the Palais 
Garnier—the old Paris Opera house. 

Elizabeth Ockwell Presents the Paris Opera

She outlined the history of the op-
era house, which was built at the re-
quest of Napoleon III as part of a res-
toration and improvement of Paris 
after the revolution. Charles Garnier, 
a young, unknown architect, won the 
prize of designing the ornate building, 
which was later named after him.

A chance discovery
Her discovery of the Paris Opera 

house began during one of her annu-
al visits to Paris. “I walked past it on 
my way to American Express to collect 
my mail for many years without even 

noticing it,” she ad-
mits. “Then one day 
I walked in and knew 
instantly that I had 
found the perfect place 
to draw. Five minutes 
later, I was sitting on 
my little stool making 
a drawing of the grand 
stair.”

After returning to 
draw every summer 
for nearly 20 years, she 
got to know the guards 
and guides and was 

This hand-colored etching depicts the spectacular facade of the Paris Opera house.
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her to go backstage and have free access 
throughout the building.   

Why sketch the Palais Garnier for so 
many years? “It has confidence, extrava-
gance, overt display, and exquisite mate-
rials,” she explains. “It has an interesting 
and inadvertantly humorous style that 
affords an artist lots of scope for admira-
tion and satire.” 

Searching for the heart 
At the presentation, Ockwell illus-

trated her technique with 50 slides of 
her sketches and her fully rendered pen, 
pencil, and watercolor paintings. “I ap-
proach my subjects by keeping a com-
pletely open mind and wandering ran-
domly through promising places until 
something catches me,” she details. “I 
look for the heart of the drawing—the 
little place that animates everything 
else—maybe a statue looking down at 
us, a mysterious door, an eyelike win-
dow. Then I work out from this point, 
moving things around and finding other 
spaces to delineate. 

“That is when I begin to endlessly 
measure,” she continued. “The measur-
ing is important to me because even 
though I am rather free with color and 
in leaving out details that are distracting, 
I want to have the proportions as cor-
rect as possible or the spirit of the place 
won’t shine through.” Her artwork is not 
a realistic rendering, but rather an im-
pression of that spirit of place.

Ockwell’s complex and beautiful 
paintings were enjoyed by an enthusias-
tic audience. Someone asked if she con-
sidered these paintings to be her life’s 
work. She beamed and said, “Oh, yes!” 
and indicated she is ready to return to 
Paris to do more.

Her closing comment acknowledged 
that her mother would have wanted her 
to do the community program and that 
she would have been very proud. Every-
one in attendance seemed to concur. 

Ockwell’s work can be seen in her 
studio located above the Scott Milo Gal-
lery during the monthly Art Walks in 
Anacortes. She has an upcoming exhibit 
in June at the gallery. 

Betsy Ockwell tells attendees at a March 19 Soup Supper 
about her work.
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Carol Harma and Anne Passarel-
li, editors of the 2013 edition of the 
Guemes Island Telephone Directory, are 
now collecting information and up-
dates. The new directory is scheduled 
for publication this summer, in time 
for the Fall Festival and possibly earlier. 
Data collection will continue in April 
and May.

The editors request your help in 
verifying information and identifying 
changes since the 2012 edition and are 
especially looking for residents new to 
the island. 

If you have new neighbors, you can 
assist the project by telling them about 

New Phone Book Coming This Summer; Editors Request Updates

By Edith Walden
Islander Kristen Nicolls traveled 

many places while she was a child, ac-
companying her mother and her fa-
ther as they worked internationally. She 
spent a lot of time in museums, and by 
the age of eight had developed “an ex-
pensive taste for old things,” she admits.

On March 1, she celebrated the 
opening of her own (with six partners) 
antique store at 616 Commercial Av-
enue: Smugglers Cove. Nestled in an 
ideal location between Watermark Book 
Company and Burton Jewelers, the shop 
is in the space formerly occupied by the 
3R Thrift Store.

About four years ago, Nicolls decid-
ed to try to make a living from her love 

the phone book and encouraging them 
to provide their phone information for 
the next edition.

To add or update an entry, use the 
forms available in the lobby of the Store 
or call Anne (299-2549) or Carol (293-
5784) and leave a message. 

To reduce the complexity of format-
ting the book, the editors ask that you 
provide no more than one phone num-
ber and one email address per entry. 
Families that want to include more than 
one phone number or email address 
may list their family members as sepa-
rate entries. All listings are free.

The business portion of the direc-

tory (the yellow pages at the back of the 
book) will also be updated. Island resi-
dents may list their businesses or servic-
es in this section, which is available only 
to full-time and part-time island resi-
dents. If you wish to add a service here, 
the entry should be concise, includ-
ing the name of the business, a one-line 
description (optional), your name and 
phone number, and an email address if 
needed.

The phone book is published by the 
Guemes Island Community Church 
Women’s Fellowship. 

Please check your current listing for 
needed updates or corrections. 

Smugglers Cove Grand Opening
of old things. She began shop-
ping at thrift stores, picking 
out unrecognized antiques and 
collectibles that had value, and 
reselling them online. That led 
to employment in the Alley 
Cat antique mall in Anacortes. 
But her dream was to have her 
own shop.

She and her partners have 
separate spaces in the store. 
They share operating expenses 
but don’t collect a percentage 
of sales from one another, as is 
the custom in most antique-mall opera-
tions. She buys items outright for sale in 
the shop, and the partners may start to 
take consignment items in the future. 

How’s business so far? “We’re doing 
well,” she says with satisfaction. 

Drop in for a visit the next time 
you’re in town. You’ll see some lovely 
“old things.” 

From left, Nick and Gail Nicolls enjoy daughter Kristen’s 
grand opening of Smugglers Cove.

ed
ith

 w
a
ld

en



14     The Guemes Tide     April 2013

The all-island photograph in hon-
or of Justin James took place on March 
23 on the front lawn of the Store, one 
of several community events to take ad-
vantage of that gentle grassy slope and 
sweeping view of the Guemes Channel. 
As Anderson’s General Store approaches 
its 15th year, it made me ponder “what 
might have been.” Few recall that the 
previous owner of those three acres had 
planned a trailer park for the island’s 
front door we call Mangan’s Landing.

With the Store now an established 
icon, serving and representing Guemes, 
it both saddens and excites me to an-
nounce that the Andersons and Cliftons 
have decided to sell. Son-in-law David 
is working in Seattle and the commute 
is untenable. Daughter Charlotte, the 
manager for several hard years, will be 
moving to Seattle in time for Shaw to 
start fifth grade.

It seems natural and appropriate 
to hand the reins to fresh energy, new 
ideas. Elaine and I lack the strength 
or health to run it. We have retained a 
commercial broker who will be available 
to take your questions sometime this 
month. In the meantime, please don’t 
bother the staff on this matter. They’ll 
be happy to direct you to contact infor-

mation as soon as it is available. 
As I was reflecting on the store’s tu-

multuous beginning, I was also re-
searching the life of Zobra Wambleska, 
who died in February (see obituary on 
page 16). He was the creative genius of 
commercial art who lit up the house in 
whatever mercantile sphere he happened 
to honor with his ingenuity, from the 
shimmering halls of international corpo-
rations to backstreet family shoestring 
merchants. But pressure took its toll 
and he arrived on Guemes to start a less 
challenging phase. And what a change 
it was. His first “home” was a blue tarp 
while he worked on an inspired 10-foot-
square 2-story office/bedroom, supple-
mented with “facilities” in a small trailer 
nearby. 

It wasn’t long before Zobra became 
a respected, active leader in the com-
munity. And that’s where it becomes 
personal. As a member of the Environ-
mental Trust he was encouraged to sign 
a petition and speak out against the zon-
ing change for our store project. But he 
chose to study the issue and came out in 
favor—but also supported a public hear-
ing to air the matter. 

If you weren’t here in 1992, you can’t 
imagine the clash of opinions and the 

neighbor-to-neighbor pressure to take 
a stand, or show up at a hearing—and 
there were many. Would you believe 15 
appearances before the Planning Com-
mission in the first three years alone? 

Having such notables as newcomer 
Zobra and old-timers Jane and Murray 
Read in support gave us the strength to 
see the process to the end, despite nu-
merous continuances, appeals, county 
staff foul-ups, and lawsuits. 

Not to mention the simple fact that 
our family was convinced of the under-
lying soundness of our quest. As recent-
ly as the 1970s the Woodfield family 
ran a store across the street on land the 
county bought for the ferry parking lot. 
The very corner where our store now 
stands was the site of the first of near-
ly a dozen stores on the island dating to 
1876.*

Anderson’s will celebrate its 15th 
year in June, making this a good time 
for reflection. Would you prefer the 
trailer park? Remember carrying gaso-
line in the trunk of your car? And the 
Fire Department stored its fuel in a shed 
two feet from the wellhead. Has the 
store “ruined the island” as some pre-
dicted? Or has it made the island a more 
self-sustaining and personable commu-
nity? I leave the answer to you.

It’s been gratifying to hear the com-
pliments—especially from those who 
fought us through those zoning-change 
years. And we admire the tenacity of the 
holdouts who still regard the Store as a 
stain on the fabric of the island. (I still 
chuckle recalling how one of the first 
visitors to our rest room was the aging 
mother of one of our vehement oppo-
nents, who stood waiting near the front 
door, refusing to venture in, even in her 
mother’s moment of need.) 

Four years after we opened, Elaine 
and I faced our own moment of need, 
and Charlotte and David arrived to 
“help out.” As a bonus, Shaw arrived 
soon after. Soon we hope our “moments 
of need” will be resolved by a trip to the 
store—under new management.

*Mangan, Blackinton, Rogers, Lat-
imer, Coffelt, McCrary, R. J. Black’s 
Café, Gilkey, Brado, Townsend, and 
Woodfield. 

**LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS ** 
BURLINGTON 
1-888-557-6778                                                      WHIDBEY ISLAND 

GUEMES ISLAND  
FRIDAY HARBOR 

EAST SOUND 
LYNDEN 

 
 
 
 
1-360-707-5550                                                                            Ask about our  
www.vanderyachtpropane.com                          BUDGET PAYMENT plans 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Jim O’Neil turns 84 on April 1.
Elaine Boyd turns 75 on April 6.
Jack Smith turns 82 on April 10.
Joan Nelson turns 81 on April 12.
Jim Kager turns 88 on April 17.
On April 20, Anna Prewitt turns 11 and 
     Mary Stapp turns 92.
Samantha Spahr turns 6 on April 21.
Jacqueline Anderson turns 18 on 
     April 22.
Kessandra Danielson turns 16 on 
     April 28.
Wallie Funk turns 91 on April 29.
Hannah Reinholt turns 16 on April 30.

Guemes Island Fire Chief Mike Stamper recently became a member of the 
board of directors of the Islands Chapter of the American Red Cross. The Islands 
Chapter serves Fidalgo, Whidbey, and the San Juan islands.

Stamper announces the launching of an American Red Cross campaign to train 
individuals and communities for disaster preparation of every kind. The three-year 
campaign “Safe in the Sound” is sponsored by Puget Sound Energy. The campaign’s 
goal is to train 1 million area residents in preparedness and to motivate them to 
take tangible steps in planning and assembling preparedness kits and supplies.

A series of 15-minute seminars is being offered online throughout the remainder 
of this year. Each “webinar” begins at 10:30 a.m. To register for a webinar, go to  
safeinthesound.org/get-trained/e-learning. Here’s the schedule for this year:

By Edith Walden
The Skagit County Planning Department has a new policy that will allow for 

the issuance of shoreline exemptions for two projects scheduled for construction 
this summer on South Shore Road, according to Skagit County Public Works Engi-
neering Technician Torey Nelson. 

This ruling, allowed because the work will take place within existing rights of 
way, will speed the permitting process because variances will not be required. How-
ever, approval for hydraulic projects still needs to be granted by the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife.

The projects will replace a culvert at milepost .46 and reconstruct the caved-in 
road near Cayou Creek. The road will be widened in both areas, allowing for the 
return of two-way, two-lane traffic at those spots. The eroding bank near Cayou 
Creek will be stabilized by soil nailing. (For a full description of the projects, see 
page 1 of the February Tide.) During construction, South Shore Road will be closed 
to through traffic in the affected areas. 

Fire Chief Stamper Joins Red Cross Board

Permitting Near Completion for  
South Shore Road Projects

• Apr. 17—Earthquake Preparedness 
• May 15—Pet Preparedness 
• June 12—Summer Safety: Water  

          and Heat 
• July 2—Fireworks Safety 

• Aug. 14—Workplace Hazards 
• Sept. 18—Flu Preparedness 
• Oct. 16—Flood Preparedness 
• Nov. 13—Winter Weather 
• Dec. 11—Travel Safety 

Savory Spring Signs

It’s prime time for gathering nettle tips to 
make into soup, sauces, or pasta dishes—or 
just to steam or sauté.
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•  in memoriam •

Lois Eileen Dreblow (Davis), a former 
resident of West Shore Road, died Decem-
ber 6, 2012, in Kent, Washington. She was 
90 years old.

She was born in Day Creek, Washing-
ton, to Albertus Marchant and Anna Miller 
on October 2, 1922, on the family farm. 

Lois and her husband, Bob, were both 
schoolteachers in Kent, having moved there 
from Grays Harbor County in 1957. She 

retired from Kent Meridian High in 1980, having taught 
English literature and remedial and advanced reading. They 
were active members of First Presbyterian Church of Kent. 
Bob preceded her in death in 1995. 

A few years after her husband’s death, Lois married a 
childhood friend, David Davis, and moved to Guemes Island. 

Besides David, survivors include sons Robert (now known 
as R D Shadowbyrd), Terry, and Mark; daughter-in-law Dixie; 
sister-in-law Carlita; and David’s daughter, Louise, and son, 
David Davis Jr. (Annie).

A memorial service was held in February at the First Pres-
byterian Church of Kent. Arrangements were under the care 
of Marlatt Crematory.

Longtime Guemes Island 
summer resident Nancy Werner 
Mathews died March 9. She was 70 
years old. 

She was born in Anacortes 
in 1943 to Hallie and Jane Wer-
ner, graduated from Anacortes 
High School in 1961, and attend-
ed the University of Puget Sound, 
where she met and married Joseph 

Mathews. They resided in the Renton area, where Nancy 
served on the City Council and worked for the Kent Police 
Department as a member of the Drunk Driving Task Force.

In retirement Nancy returned to Anacortes, where she 
served on the Anacortes Museum board and immersed herself 
in local and family history. Another passion was working to 
complete the rebuilding of the family cabin on Guemes. 

Survivors include son Joe (Lisa) Mathews, daughter Kim 
(John), and seven grandchildren. 

Arrangements were in the care of Evans Funeral Chapel.

Zobra Wambleska, an 18-
year Guemes resident and 
community leader, died Feb-
ruary 21 at home in La Con-
ner.

He was the son of Gor-
don and Dorothy Von Torne 
of Olympia and began a re-
markable career as engineer, 
architect, commercial artist, 
and fine artist from the age 
of 19.

His résumé includes eight 
years drafting everything from bridges to missile silos with the 
U.S. Air Force. Later he produced manned space-flight illus-
tration for NASA, followed by signing on as graphic design 
lead for Boeing and McDonnell Douglas, including work on 
the supersonic transport, the 747, and the DC-10.

In 1971 he became art director for the National Football 
League (and personally designed the original Seattle Seahawks 
logo, among others). 

In 1975 he moved on to start his own design studios in 
Los Angeles and San Francisco, gaining clients such as Dat-
sun, Hang Ten, Toyota, Ladies Professional Golf Association, 
Jack in the Box, PepsiCo, and Coca-Cola.

Later, after he returned to Olympia, his clients included 
several Washington State government agencies and numerous 
private clients such as Anheuser-Busch.

Finally he chose to “follow his heart” to pursue painting, a 
dream since the age of six. His work is in private and corpo-
rate collections in the U.S. and Europe and has been shown in 
galleries in the U.S., Japan, and New Zealand. 

During his late phase, in 1988 he moved to Guemes, 
where he stepped in to serve the community. He was a trustee 
for the Guemes Island Property Owners Association, presi-
dent of the Holiday Hideaway Association, and a member of 
the Planning Advisory Committee and the Environmental 
Trust.  He also supported numerous island art shows, and in 
his spare time designed conventional and alternative homes 
and did design work for local small businesses—including the 
iconic “Chicken” logo for Anderson’s General Store, the Line-
Time logo, and labels for Willowrose Bay quince preserves.

In 2006 he and Dorothy Bird moved to La Conner, where 
Zobra was a valued supporter of the Museum of Northwest 
Art (MoNA) as artist and graphic designer.

Survivors include his wife, Dorothy Bird, daughters Miki 
Merelli and Lisa Henneman, and sons Derek Von Torne and 
Dirk Heppel.

A retrospective of his art was held in March at the Swin-
omish Yacht Club followed by a remembrance gathering.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Hospice of 
the Northwest or Soroptomists of La Conner.

Zobra Wambleska Lois Dreblow

Nancy Mathews

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meeting, April 9, 2013,  

at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall. Public welcome.
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Tom I. Davis, a Guemes Island resident from 1972 
to 1979, died January 19 in Bow while visiting a 
friend. He was 79 years old.

He was born in Milan, Wash., in 1934, and grew 
up in Grandview. He was married four times and 
leaves behind seven children.

Davis excelled in athletics in high school, especial-
ly football and boxing, for which he was state divi-
sion champion. He earned a degree in English from 
the University of Washington and taught college-level 
English. His love, though, was poetry, which he read, 

wrote, and taught. On Guemes he was an outspoken advocate for his beliefs and is 
remembered for his poem “Cadillac Boat” as a protest against upgrading to the fer-
ry Guemes.

He lived in Spokane for the past 25 years, where he published four books of po-
ems. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Robert and Leota Davis. Survivors in-
clude brother Bob Davis; wife Alexandra Davis; sons Thomas V., Benjamin, Jesse, 
and Sebastian Davis; stepson Heron Furtwangler; and daughters Faye and Judith 
Davis.

For information about Tom’s wake and memorial, to be held on April 6, go to 
seattlegreenpainting.com/memorial.htm or call Tom V. Davis at (206) 535-4954.

Tom Davis

•  in memoriam •

The Guemes Island Community 
Church is joining the United Church 
of Christ’s 50-day mission for engaged 
earth care, beginning on April 1. The 
national mission hopes to engage par-
ticipants in 1 million hours of service to 
the earth, to plant 100,000 trees, and to 
inspire the writing of 100,000 advocacy 
letters about environmental concerns.

The Community Church invites 
all islanders to join in a nondenomina-
tional effort on Guemes. Some ideas 
that are being considered, according to 
project organizer Connie Snell, are an 
all-island cleanup, collectively planting 
trees, and/or a letter-writing campaign 
about a particular environmental issue. 
She encourages individuals and island 
organizations to bring ideas and sug-
gestions to upcoming meetings that 
will be held. 

For more information, contact 
Connie Snell at csnell@clear.net or 708-
3589, or Bob Anderson at 293-3770.

By Edith Walden
An exhibit of paintings and sculpture 

by island artist Leo Osborne opened 
on March 1 at Burton Jewelers in Ana-

Island Artists Osborne and Moe on Local Display

Church Joins 4/1  
Earth Mission

cortes. The exhibit will run through 
May. Osborne is well known for his 
sculptures of wildlife. There are several 
burlwood sculptures in the exhibit, in 
addition to bronze sculptures and acryl-
ic and gold leaf paintings. To see his 
work, visit leoosborne.com.

On March 23, new work by is-
lander Allen Moe opened at the Mu-
seum of Northwest Art (MoNA) in 
La Conner. “The Earth Below” ex-
hibit will run through June 9. Moe, 
known especially for his beautiful 
clay pots that are often encased or 
covered with various natural animal 
parts, is now working with large ce-
ment castings of sand patterns. He 
takes plaster castings of the tide flats 
and then casts positives in cement 
and enhances the images. What is 
usually a fleeting pattern becomes 
captured in its exquisite, intricate 
form. His work can be seen at  
allenmoe.com. 

Moe will be speaking about his 
process and inspiration at MoNA at  

2 p.m. on Sunday, April 14.
Both artists have national reputa-

tions. Make some time to see two very 
different and effective approaches to 
rendering the natural world into art. 

Allen Moe has a new exhibit at the Museum of 
Northwest Art in La Conner.

This fanciful lion by Leo Osborne is part of 
his show at Burton Jewelers in Anacortes.

ph
o

to
s
 b

y 
ed

it
h

 w
a
ld

en



7885 Guemes Island Road #1 
Anacortes, WA 98221

Want the Tide to flow into your  
mailbox? Subscriptions are $20  

per year (10 issues). Our address  
is above left.

Periodical Postage 
PAID

Anacortes, WA 98221
Permit #14902

In This Issue

Looking Back
From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society

Scheduling Island Venues 4
Community Update 6–7
Calendar 9–10
LaCross Farewell 11
Beachcombing 14

Edited by Win Anderson

Five Years Ago
Ferry Committee members re-

ject the option of deciding a split 
election vote with a coin toss, in-
stead declaring opponents Glen 
Veal and Allen Bush Jr. winners 
and seating both, raising committee 
members to six.

Evening Star publisher vows to 
print the name of every identified 
contributor to the campaign to pur-
chase the Mountain, as the effort to 
raise the final $620,000 gears up.

Island character Horace Ham-
mill’s story told. 

—The Evening Star, April 2009

Ten Years Ago
Headline: “Minke Whale Cruises 

South Shore—Puts on Once-In-a- 
Lifetime Show”

Community Center ponders funding 
future projects, including upgrading  
restrooms to ADA standards and im-
proving the septic system and well, 
while annual projected income meets 
only half of the expenses of $29,000, ac-
cording to treasurer Carol Pellett. 

About 20 Guemes Islanders take 
part in a peace vigil in downtown Ana-
cortes, part of a worldwide “Win With-
out War” coalition project. 

—The Evening Star, April 2003

Fifteen Years Ago
Reminiscing during a Ferry Com-

mittee meeting, former member Thresa 
(sic) Benjamin notes how the wheels of 
progress slowly turn. “It took nine years 
to negotiate the ‘third lane’ as a holding 
lane for cars,” she said.

A “Fortress Guemes” scheme for 
building a perimeter wall and draw-
bridge to stop “legal aliens” from over-
running Guemes is revealed in an April 
1 story illustrated by Kit Marcinko.

The history of Jeff Gent’s 1948 
Chevy 10-ton “Curtis Wharf” dump 
truck is told, noting that previous own-

ers included Phil McCracken’s fa-
ther, Bill; Mack Lopp; and George 
Wilson.

—The Evening Star, April 1996

Fifty Years Ago
Guemes Island painter Max Ben-

jamin’s Kenny’s Magic Shape wins a 
$50 award in the Washington State 
Art Exhibition during the Apple 
Blossom Festival in Wenatchee.

—Anacortes American,  
April 17, 1963

Salvagers retrieve the tail section 
of the Navy jet that crashed into 
Guemes Channel, killing the two 

airmen aboard.
—Anacortes American,  

March 20, 1963

One Hundred Years Ago
Headline: “Guemes Will Get Rural 

Delivery in June”
—Anacortes American,  

April 10, 1913
“The men of Guemes turned out 

Saturday and cleared the ground for the 
Guemes Social Club, where they expect 
to build a hall for all social and public 
gatherings. 

“The ladies served dinner to 52 
people at the schoolhouse at noon and 
lunch in the afternoon. . . .”

—Anacortes American,  
March 6, 1913

Three previous owners are gone as is Bill McCracken’s 
business where his son, Phil, was trusted with deliver-
ies aboard the new 1948 Chevrolet dump, shown 
above in 1991. Jeff Gent keeps it lovingly in service, 
still bearing the faded name “Curtis Wharf.”
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