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By Tom Murphy
Frequently in recent weeks, the Guemes ferry has made 

crossings and landings oriented 180 degrees from its usual po-
sition, with the wheelhouse and passenger compartment on 

By Edith Walden
Skagit County Senior Project Engineer Larry Krueger no-

tified the Tide that the culvert replacement and road widening 
at milepost .46 will be postponed for at least a month due to 
delays in the permitting process. The projects originally had 
been scheduled by Skagit County Public Works for June of 
this year. 

Krueger expects these projects to be scheduled “a couple of 
weeks prior to the slide project at Cayou Creek,” The Cayou 
Creek project, which will rebuild the caved-in road and secure 
the bluff with soil nailing, is scheduled for August. The road 
will also be widened in that area. At press time, requests for 
proposals had yet to be issued and the permitting process had 
not been completed, so further delays are possible. 

Road closures may last up to two weeks at each site. Di-
rectly affected property owners (those with driveways within 
the closed area) and service and emergency vehicles will be al-

lowed on the closed road.  
“We don’t want the two  
projects happening simul-
taneously,” Krueger noted.  
“If that were to happen, near-
ly a mile of roadway would  
be closed, and we don’t want 
to provide that inconvenience 
to the residents between the 
two projects.” 

When the projects are 
done, South Shore Road will 
be open to two-way, two-lane 
traffic in the project areas.

For details about the proj-
ects, see page 1 of the Febru-
ary issue of the Tide. 

South Shore Road Culvert Project Delayed
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The south lane of South Shore 
Road near Cayou Creek is sched-
uled for repair in August.
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Why Is the Ferry Traveling in Reverse?
the east rather than west side. Some island residents have re-
ferred to this as “flipping.” 

When the ferry is flipped, pedestrians must walk in front 
of vehicles, using the opposite side of the ramps that were ren-
ovated a few years ago to keep walkers from passing in front 
of the loading and unloading vehicles.

Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Beck told the 
Tide that the modification is an effort to relieve the crew from 
the effects of diesel fuel fumes. She added that it is the captain 
who makes the decision to flip the ferry and that no specific, 
written criteria exist governing this decision.

Beck explained that the wind direction and speed some-
times create situations where the crew is exposed to diesel 
fumes for an extended period. Beck indicated that she would 
be looking at a permanent solution so that the boat doesn’t 
need to be flipped, and that she is at the beginning of this 
search. Beck stated, “This is a temporary solution to make the 
crew more comfortable until we can look into more alterna-
tives. I will be looking into this further as soon as possible.” 

Another exhaust issue was brought to Beck’s attention by 

Glen Veal (standing) announced a revenue surplus at the 
Ferry Committee’s annual meeting on February 17. For 
more on the meeting, see the story on page 3.

(continued on page 6)

Good News About the Ferry
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By Win Anderson
An artifact with a mysterious past has been turned up by Tom Deach on the 

Shoultz farm. The piece is a four-by-five-foot wooden structure, meticulously con-
structed with incredibly sturdy internal cross-bracing.

According to Marv Shoultz, the piece was originally salvaged by his father from 
the Sloan Shipyard below South Shore Drive after the yard was dismantled at the 
end of World War I. It is made entirely of clear, vertical-grain fir, so perfectly fitted 

that even after some 90 
years in the weather, the 
mortise and tenon joints 
are as tight as new.

Deach, an active mem-
ber of the Guemes Is-
land Historical Society, 
has started researching 
the structure and believes 
it was fabricated to be a 
deckhouse on the stern 
of one of the ships—but 
for what purpose is not 
known.

The piece suffered some 
rot at the base and does 
not have a roof. Deach 
hopes that island crafts-
people can help restore it. 
Anyone interested is in-
vited to meet Deach at the 
March 11 meeting of the 
Society, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Church.

The main program for 
the meeting will explore 
how the polio epidem-
ic of the 1950s affected 
Guemes Island. President 
Carol Deach will lead the 
discussion. 

An Artifact and a Mystery
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Above: Tom Deach stands by the shipyard mystery cabin. 
Below: In this closeup, the perfection of the internal cross-
bracing joinery can be observed.
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By Carol Steffy and Edith Walden
The annual meeting of the Guemes 

Island Ferry Committee (FC) was held 
at the Community Center on Febru-
ary 17 with all five committee members 
present: Allen Bush Jr., Anne Casper-
son, Steve Orsini, Sally Stapp-Brigham, 
and Glen Veal.

The committee reported on a meet-
ing they held on January 25 with Skagit 
County Commissioner Ron Wesen, 
Public Works Director Henry Hash, 
Ferry Operations Division Manager 
Rachel Beck, and Public Works In-
terim Controller Jim Martin to review 
ferry operations in 2012 and the Public 
Works plan for 2013. Veal stated that 
the relationship between the county and 
the FC has never been better or more 
productive, and that Commissioner  
Wesen has given great support. 

Steve Orsini was reelected as a ferry 
committee member after running unop-
posed. After serving more than 20 years 
on the committee, he wants to focus 
on the ticketing system and other long-
term projects.

Good news
The big news of the afternoon was 

the announcement that, for the first 
time since the fare-recovery model was 
adopted, fare revenues met the target, 
resulting in an $8,418.80 surplus. The 
fare-recovery model requires that an 
average of fares over a five-year period 
equals 65 percent of the total operating 

Orsini Elected at Annual Ferry Committee Meeting
Fare-Recovery Model Yields Revenue Surplus of Over $8,000

expenses of running the ferry. The sur-
plus is indicative of a stable fare struc-
ture, for the near future at least. Veal 
credited the elimination of the 10-trip, 
reduced-fare vehicle punch card, which 
the FC fought for, as the main reason 
for the surplus. Reduced fares are 
now available only with 20-trip vehi-
cle punch cards and 25-trip passenger 
cards.

In addition to the good revenue 
news, the FC reported that Public 
Works received $1.2 million from the 
Department of Transportation’s Ferry 
Boat Discretionary Program. The mon-
ey will be used to replace the last five 
creosote dolphins at the Anacortes dock 
with steel ones, removing a toxic source 
of pollution from Puget Sound.

Veal announced that peak service 
will run from May 20 to September 30. 
Extension of Sunday service to 10 p.m. 
will be in effect during peak season. 

Fall haulout likely
The FC reported that last year’s  

October haulout resulted in a savings  
of about $130,000 over bids that were 
received for a spring haulout. The com-
mittee will suggest to Public Works that 
an earlier date be chosen to have bet-
ter weather, especially for passengers 
in wheelchairs and others who cannot 
navigate the steep stairs into the cabin. 
An earlier date would also provide better 
drying conditions for newly painted sur-
faces, thereby eliminating paint fumes 

in the ferry passenger cabin.
Monte Hughes of Mystic Sea Char-

ters in Anacortes asked if the county 
could put out a bid for something other 
than a passenger vessel for the haulout. 
He suggested a small car ferry that could 
use the same mooring space as M/V 
Guemes. He is aware of two viable and 
available options: a ferry from Ketch-
ikan and a ferry in Whatcom Coun-
ty that was scheduled for retirement in 
February. He suggested that perhaps 
Whatcom and Skagit County could 
pool their resources to purchase and 
share a backup ferry.

Plans for 2013
At the January 25 meeting with the 

county, ferry replacement options were 
discussed. The Elliot Bay Design Group 
(the designers of the current ferry) has 
been hired to study the life of the cur-
rent vessel. The study will cost $70,000 
to $80,000. 

One option is to expand the boat. 
The M/V Guemes is designed to allow a 
30-foot extension (for six cars) placed 
as a center panel, extending the length, 
not width, of the ferry, thus keeping 
both docks viable. The second option is 
a total ferry replacement. Orsini noted 
that a $4.8 million modification (exten-
sion) is already scheduled for 2016 in 
the county’s six-year Transportation Im-
provement Plan (TIP), and a $12 mil-
lion replacement is scheduled for 2018 

(continued on page 6)
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Community Soup Supper programs will con-
tinue on Tuesdays through March. Come to the 
Church Fellowship Hall at 6 p.m. to share a meal. 
Programs begin at 7.

March 5: Anacortes High School students 
Colin Middleton and Stella Tsitsiragos will share 
what they learned at Cascades Climate Challenge, 
a summer youth program sponsored by the North 
Cascades Institute. They chose to raise funds for 

the installation of two hydration stations at Anacortes High School, which will keep 
thousands of disposable bottles out of the waste stream and raise students’ environ-
mental awareness.

On March 12, Steve Orsini presents an update on the 2013 America’s Cup Race 
in San Francisco Bay. Steve is the fleet captain for the Anacortes Yacht Club Fleet 
78. The Golden Gate Yacht Club is the defender of the title won by Oracle Team 
USA in 2010 with a 90-foot catamaran built in Anacortes. This year 72-foot wing-
sail catamarans will race in the 34th America’s Cup event.

On March 19, artist Elizabeth “Betsy” Ockwell, daughter of Betty Crookes, will 
show her drawings and watercolors of the old Paris Opera House and talk about its 
history. Betsy retired from teaching art at the Chicago Art Institute and returned to 
the Northwest last fall with her husband, Fred Ockwell. They recently purchased 
and moved into a home in Anacortes. Betsy’s work will be exhibited in July at the 
Scott Milo Gallery in Anacortes.

On March 26, geologist Jon Reidel will talk about the glacial history of the area, 
with a focus on the Skagit Valley and the impact of continental glaciation during 
the last great ice age. About 17,000 years ago, Guemes was covered a mile thick by 
the Cordilleran ice sheet. Reidel will describe how the glacier rearranged the drain-
age of the North Cascade rivers and sculpted the San Juan Islands.

Dave Rockwood has already col-
lected more than 1,000 books, CDs, 
DVDs, and VHS videos that will be of-
fered for sale on Saturday, March 30, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Commu-
nity Center. Proceeds go to benefit the 
Guemes Island Library.

From the smallest book (1 by 2 inch-
es) to a number of large-format coffee-
table books, the selection ranges from 
beautiful works on gardening and archi-
tecture to books on birds, antique maga-

zines, some interesting older volumes, 
poetry, literature, audiobooks, and of 
course lots of paperbacks. The books 
will be sold for 50 cents to 2 dollars. 
Videotapes will be 50 cents; CDs will be 
1 dollar; and DVDs will be 2 dollars.

It’s not too late to donate your own 
well-loved items. Drop them off at the 
Library when it’s open (Monday and 
Wednesday 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m., 
and Friday and Saturday 2 to 4 p.m.) or 
call 293-9052 to arrange for someone 
to pick up your donations. You can also 
bring donations on the day of the sale.

Devoted Guemes Island Community Council 
Association board members showed up on 
February 18 to spend the holiday cleaning and 
improving the Hall. 

Ron Knowles and Emma Schroder joined 
board members Kelly Bush (assisted by daugh-
ter Emily), Lynne Myall, Kathleen Phillips, Julie 
Pingree, and Rob Schroder. They cleaned and 
organized the kitchen, applied new coats of pro-
jector paint to the giant screens, added a painted 
bead-board front to the stand at the entry to 
the kitchen, and organized other items. Emma 
deserves a prize for spending most of the day on 
her knees stripping the grime from the bathroom 
floors with ammonia.

The previous week Bart Hetterle donated time to plumb a new hot-water heater. 
Gerry Bosworth donated the electrical work for the installation of the new heater.

Thanks to all for helping with the “dirty work” that is necessary to maintain the 
building for the convenience of all islanders.

Book and Media Sale 
on March 30

Dave Rockwood holds the smallest (left 
hand) and largest books donated so far.

Community Soup Supper Schedule

Improvements and Cleanup at the Hall

Emma Schroder spent a day on her 
knees cleaning the bathroom floor.
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Editors’ note: This section lists island 
events we think readers might want 
to know about more than a month in 
advance—especially those that require 
pre-registration and planning.

• The Firefighters Association has 
announced that they will hold their 
biennial rummage sale on the 4th of 
July. Start saving those items from your 
spring cleaning efforts. 

• Here’s another reminder to start 
practicing your act for the community 
Talent Show on May 11.

•Save the Date•

Easter arrives a bit early this year (March 31), and vol-
unteers are needed to ensure there’s a 2013 edition of the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt. Stella Spring has offered to orga-
nize egg-dyeing activity at the Community Center, which 
usually happens on the Friday afternoon before the hunt. 
An organizer is needed for the hunt at Schoolhouse Park, 
which has generally been held on the Saturday before 
Easter around 11:00 a.m.

 If you can help with the hunt, or would like to join 
the fun in assisting youngsters with dyeing eggs, call Stella 

at 420-8812. Watch the bulletin boards and linetime.org for announcements about 
egg donations and event times. 

An interfaith dawn service will be 
held on the front lawn of Anderson’s 
General Store at 7:30 a.m. on Easter 
Sunday, March 31. “Renewal in the 
world around us” is the theme that will 
be carried out through readings, medi-
tations, and songs from various leaders. 
Bring folding chairs or blankets. Chil-
dren are welcome with parents.

At 9:30 a.m. Tony Robinson will 
conduct Easter services at the Guemes 
Island Community Church. Services 
will be followed by a potluck brunch at 
10:45 a.m. For more information, con-
tact Yadi Young at 293-9271.

Lunches sponsored and prepared by Guemes 
Connects will be served on Thursdays at the Church 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. You can also get your 
blood pressure checked for free, and have a 15-min-
ute massage from Carol Parks for $10. A $4 donation 
for a meal is suggested.

On March 7, Kathy Finks will serve sloppy Joes 
(with peach pie for dessert). On March 14, Gail Mes-
sett will cook chicken cacciatore. On March 21, Anne 
Passarelli and Gail Nicolls will prepare Irish stew. On 
March 28, Gail Messett presents country captain 
chicken.

Meal coordinator Lorraine Francis announced 
that former restaurateur David Rockwood (see page 
20 of the February Tide) will be joining the rotation 
of cooks, and Toni Schmokel will be assisting wher-
ever needed. For more information, contact Francis 
at 293-8364.

Easter-Egg Volunteers Needed

Gathering Lunch Menus

Carol Parks works the kinks out 
of Jim LeMieux’s shoulders.

Easter Services on 
March 31

Technician Mark Thornton of the Puget Sound Blood Center gives Carol Deach 
instructions for care after she donated blood. Carol was one of 23 donors who gave 
blood at the Blood Drive on February 9 in a mobile unit parked outside the Church. 
The next island Blood Drive will be June 15.

Giving a Gift of Life
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FERRY ORIENTATION
(continued from page 1)

in the county’s 14-year Facilities Plan. 
He cautioned that these are just markers 
in the plans and do not mean that they 
will be acted on.

The FC has questions they will sub-
mit to the county about whether a larg-
er or newer ferry is needed, given that 
full capacity (17 cars or more) was only 
reached 30 percent of the time and only 
in June last year.

Educating ferry users
The FC is looking for ways to make 

the purchase of tickets more efficient to 
avoid schedule delays. They are suggest-
ing the following:

• Signage should be installed on 6th 
Street and around the terminal inform-
ing ferry users about schedules, fares, 
how to pay, and the correct amount of 
money for the type and size of vehicle. 
The FC suggests that if users are better  
informed earlier they might have the 
correct fare available, saving the purser 
time. 

• Allen Bush Jr. presented his research 
suggesting that Quick Response codes 
could also be added to the signs, allow-
ing smartphones and iPads to access in-
formation or informative videos. The 
Quick Response codes could also be 
added at the Guemes terminal.

• Bush also suggested a low-frequency 
radio signal to be used to transmit infor-
mation about emergency updates or fer-
ry outages over the radio as people wait 
in their cars. The cost of the radio unit 
would be under $100.

• The FC advises that Guemes resi-
dents can help keep the ferry lines mov-

ing smoothly by using punch cards,  
especially in the summer. 

• Since the long-awaited electronic 
ticketing kiosk is still not operational, 
and the county is contractually bound 
until August of 2013, Bush suggested 
that alternative technological systems 
are available that could be working right 
now, and would be more flexible than 
the kiosk system.

Standard operating procedures
At the January 25 meeting with the 

county, the FC addressed some standard 
procedures that are needed, or need to 
be adhered to. They are:

• Standard maneuvers for steering the 
ferry across the Channel in bad weather

• .A 24-hour warning if the extra run 
after the 11:15 a.m. ferry is canceled

• Consistent settings of the angle on 
the loading ramp so that vehicles don’t 
scrape their undercarriages

• Establishing a procedure that walk-
on passengers be processed first, espe-
cially in bad weather

Miscellaneous
The FC discussed the continuing 

need for parking-lot improvements on 
the Guemes side to make it easier for 
people in wheelchairs and others with 
disabilities to load. A plan was designed 
in 2006 in conjunction with Public 
Works, but has not been scheduled in 
the TIP. A request for angle parking on 
6th Street during the haulout was also 
made to the county.

Veal read a letter to the county from 
the Anchor Cove Marina Condomini-
um Association complaining about ex-
cess soot from the ferry (see article on 
page 1).

Tom Fouts described his frustration 
at having his electrically assisted bicycle 
classified and charged as a motorcycle 
(see article on page 7).

Orsini praised Glen Veal for being 
a real diplomat and for working well to 
get issues discussed and resolved in a 
calm matter during his tenure as Ferry 
Committee chair.

A Public Ferry Forum with county 
officials will be held on Thursday, April 
4, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the Commu-
nity Center. 

Bryan Hoult, president of the Anchor 
Cove Marina Condominium Associa-
tion, through a December 6, 2012, 
letter. The letter expresses the associa-
tion’s concern regarding the “increasing 
amounts of black soot being deposited 
on vessels within, as well as the roofs 
over, our moorage facility. . . . It is evi-
dent the source of the soot is the ferry 
exhaust, and the proximity of the vessels 
within our facility to the idling ferry, as 
well as the direction of the prevailing 
wind on the channel, bear this out.”

Hoult told the Tide that this prob-
lem has come up in the past and gone 
away. He suggested that perhaps the ser-
vice intervals are too long, although he 
noted the soot deposits were more of a 
problem ten years ago, prior to the pol-
lution controls installed on the ferry. 
Since that time he believes the problem 
has been more sporadic.

Hoult said that he has received no 
formal response from the county oth-
er than Beck’s initial written response 
where she states, “The Guemes Island 
Ferry operates in compliance with all 
applicable emission standards.” Howev-
er, he explained that some of his board 
members have since informed him that 
they were told the soot problem has 
been arrested. He did not know with 
whom they spoke but understood that it 
was an employee at the ferry. He added, 
“I appreciate the maintenance attempts 
to stay in compliance.” 

FERRY COMMITTEE MEETING
(continued from page 3)
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By Edith Walden
On a world cruise in 2010, Tom and 

Juby Fouts observed a practical, easy 
form of transport that many people in 
Asia used: electrically assisted bicycles. 
Equipped with small battery-powered 
motors, the bikes could propel their 
pedaling riders at speeds up to 12 miles 
per hour on a flat surface. 

The Foutses thought these bikes 
would be perfect for traveling to Ana-
cortes for short shopping trips, especial-
ly in the summer. 

Proud that they would be reducing 
their carbon footprints and freeing up 
car space on the ferry during peak sea-
son, they purchased two Hansom 149-
watt bicycles in Shanghai and brought 
them home in their stateroom.

Tom was happy to ride on the ferry 
with his bicycle at bicycle rates. After 
several trips, however, ferry crew mem-
bers started charging him at motorcycle 
rates. Tom, a man of strong principles, 
took the issue up with Ferry Operations 

Division Manager Rachel Beck, citing 
the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations 
that sets a definition for a “low-speed 
electric bicycle.” The Foutses’ bicycles 
fall within the definition. The bikes also 
fall within Washington State laws that 
specifically exclude “a farm tractor, a 
power wheelchair, an electric personal 
assistive mobility device, a motorized 

When Is a Bicycle 
Not a Bicycle?

foot scooter, an electric-assisted bicycle, 
and a moped” from the motorcycle defi-
nition.

In a letter sent to county commis-
sioners and presented at the Ferry Com-
mittee annual meeting in February, Tom 
further argued that the U.S. Code su-
persedes county definitions. However, a 
close reading of the code seems to imply 
that the definition supersedes only state 
laws and requirements, not those of 
counties and municipalities. 

Beck has explained to Fouts that 
the county uses the Federal Highway 
Administration’s definitions of vehicle 
types: a bicycle is “a vehicle having two 
tandem wheels, propelled solely by hu-
man power, upon which any person or 
persons may ride.” 

Beck told the Tide that she plans to 
bring up the subject at the Public Ferry 
Forum on April 4. If there is enough in-
terest in establishing a different defini-
tion or fare for electrically assisted bi-
cycles, she stated she would be happy to 
evaluate some options and go through 
the public-hearing process required for 
changing a fare schedule. 

By Edith Walden
Concerned about solving problems 

caused by global climate change, the 
Guemes Island Environmental Trust 
(GIET) is sponsoring a Creativity Con-
test for residents of Skagit County aged 
15 through 20. The trust sponsored an 
essay contest last year, but this year is 
expanding the contest to include cre-
ative writing, music, visual art, video, 
and other creative media, in addition 
to essays. Entrants are asked to present 
a personal viewpoint of global climate 
change and to focus on practical steps 
toward solutions.

Applicants may enter as individuals 
or as a team. Entries are due by April 15 
and will be screened in a blind-judging 
process. Finalists will be interviewed by 
a panel of judges. Winners must parti-
cipate in a public presentation of their 
work, which may also be submitted to 
local media and local, state, and nation-
al legislators and community leaders.

A first prize of $1,500, second prize 
of $1,000, and third prize of $500 will 
be awarded.

Speaking for GIET and the Creativ-
ity Contest Committee, Howard Pellett 
noted, “Our young people will have to 
live in a world that we’ve created, so it 
seems appropriate that we request their 
thoughts about practical solutions to 
global climate change and the part they 
will play in these solutions.” 

Go to the Guemes Island Environ-
mental Trust Facebook page for more 
information. Entry forms may be re-
quested by contacting Juby Fouts at 
jubyfouts@hotmail.com or 293-2740, 
Carol Pellett at cpellett95@gmail.com 
or 293-8128, or Howard Pellett at  
howardp71@gmail.com or 293-8128.

Entries may be submitted online 
to cpellett95@gmail.com or mailed to 
GIET, P.O. Box 1634, Anacortes, WA 
98221.

GIET is planning an extensive out-

reach campaign through county schools 
to publicize the contest. If you would 
like to contribute to the effort, send do-
nations to the GIET Creative Contest 
Committee at the above address. GIET 
is exempt under IRS Section 501(c)(3) 
and contributions are tax deductible to 
the extent permitted by law. Consult 
your tax advisor. 

GIET Sponsors Youth Creativity Contest

Tom Fouts rides his Chinese bicycle that’s 
electrically assisted with a 149-watt motor.
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By Nick Allison
An islander’s pickup truck, stolen on February 14 from the angle-parking lot ad-

jacent to the ferry holding lane in Anacortes, was recovered a week later in Snohom-
ish County. The driver was arrested.

The theft was reported to Anacortes Police on February 15. No witnesses came 
forward and there were no leads in the case, according to Anacortes Police captain 
John Small. “Chop shops are few and far between in this area,” he told the Tide. “Most 
stolen cars turn up abandoned in a couple-three days.” Almost a week after the theft, 
he acknowledged that the odds of it showing up were diminishing as time passed.

But on February 21 the truck’s owner was notified that it had been recovered.  
Police said that the ignition was damaged and one window was broken. At press 
time, the truck was being held for examination by the owner’s insurance company.

When asked whether the county’s ferry-line camera could be helpful in investi-
gating the theft, Small said the resolution is so poor it’s essentially useless in a case 
like this. “Even if we went over hours of video and did see someone walking up to 
the truck, we probably couldn’t even tell if it was a man or a woman, much less see a 
face,” he reported ruefully. 

The Anacortes Police Department has no security cameras of its own.

By Tom Murphy
At a sparsely attended meeting on 

February 21, the Guemes Island Com-
munity Center Association (GICCA) 
board discussed an offer from vice presi-
dent Sharon Schlittenhard to step down 
and be replaced. Schlittenhard is recov-
ering from serious leg injuries and has 
been unable to participate as much as 
she would like. The board affirmed their 
support of Schlittenhard and took no 
action to replace her.

Board members also decided to take 
no action at this time regarding a huge 
metal cabinet containing a television 
and VCR. This cabinet and equipment 
were a memorial gift to the Hall from 
the Guemes Women’s Club in memory 
of Gertie Howard, local historian and 
author.

Treasurer Norm Prewitt reported 
little activity in the month of Janu-
ary. A water-system inspection by the 
Skagit County Health Department cost 
$510, and the cost was shared with the 
Church. Prewitt stated the water system 
met with county approval. 

The minutes of the GICCA meet-
ings will now be posted on LineTime at 
least seven days before the next GICCA 
meeting. Approval of the minutes prior 
to posting will occur with board mem-
bers voting through email.

At the March GICCA meeting the 
board intends to finalize the revised Hall 
rental agreement as well as make a do-
nation to the annual Easter Egg Hunt.

The next meeting is March 21 at 7 
p.m. in the Community Center. 

Car Stolen at Ferry Dock Is Recovered

          
 

“ I ’m not  just  a  REALTOR,®   
I ’m  your  ne ighbor . ”  

KAREN EVERETT 

2012 Silver Award of Excellence 

Over $6.5 million in sales last year  

GuemesIslandExpert.com 

If you’re thinking of selling 
your home or property, 
now is the time to list. 

(360) 202-7373 

kareneverett@cbbain.com 

GICCA Board Rejects 
Schlittenhard’s 

 Resignation

Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

Knut Lindberg turns 85 on March 1.
Claire Woofenden turns 18 on March 4.
Bob Easton turns 91 on March 19.
Jessica Lyons turns 14 on March 21.
Rumi Kai Linnemann turns 5 on  
     March 25.
Joost Businger turns 89 on March 29.

Russ Dalton (left) and Regina 
Wandler of the Skagit Land Trust 
prepare to install an interpre-
tive sign at the top of Guemes 
Mountain. Another sign at 
the head of the trail and one 
halfway up the trail were also 
installed. The signs offer infor-
mation about the site’s history, 
flora, and fauna, as well as usage 
guidelines.

Interpretive Signs Added to Mountain Trail
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The Guemes Tide Community Calendar March 2013

When What Time Where Contact

Mar. 1, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 2, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 3, Sun. Church Council 8:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Church Service: Martin Taylor 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Mar. 4, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4709 S Shore Drive Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

GIPAC 7:00 pm Church Allen Bush Jr. 293-7439

Mar. 5, Tues. Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm Carol Steffy's Marianne Kooiman 293-5815

Soup Supper: Anacortes H.S. Climate Project 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589

Mar. 6, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Mar. 7, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Sloppy Joes 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 8, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

International Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Women's Day Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 9, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 10, Sun. Church Service: Bob Anderson 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Daylight 
Savings Time
Mar. 11, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Historical Society: 1950s Polio Epidemic 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726

Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 12, Tues. Soup Supper: Steve Orsini,  Americas Cup Update 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589

Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:00 pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 333-6297

Mar. 13, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Mar. 14, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Chicken Cacciatore 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Library George Meekins 840-9391

Mar. 15, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar.16, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When What Time Where Contact

Mar. 17, Sun. Church Service: Martin Taylor 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

St. Patrick's Day

Mar. 18, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 - 8:00 pm 4709 S Shore Drive Cleo Buffiouu 466-1382

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Mar. 19, Tues. Soup Supper: Artist, Elizabeth (Crookes) Ockwell 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589

Knitting Night 7:30 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 20, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Mar. 21, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Irish Stew 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

GICCA meeting 7:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2296

Mar. 22, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Vernal Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Equinox Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 23, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 24, Sun. Church Service: Tony Robinson 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Mar. 25, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Cemetery Committee 8:00 am Store Dixon Elder 293-8935

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Mar. 26, Tues. Soup Supper: John Reidel, Geology of Guemes 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589

Passover
Mar. 27, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

CERT radio test 7:00 pm Gail Nicolls 293-9540

Mar. 29, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 30, Sat. Book and Media Sale 10:00 - 4:00 pm Hall D. Rockwood (617) 230-2462

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Mar. 31, Sun. Dawn Service 7:30 am Store Lawn Bob Anderson 293-3770

Easter Sunday Church Service: Tony Robinson 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Easter Brunch Potluck 10:45 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

ONGOING Art Show: The Mitercraft exhibit by Ron and Julie Flint continues at the Store through March.

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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The Guemes Island Fire 
Commissioners are  

accepting applications 
for Secretary/Treasurer.

The individual will train  
with and serve as backup to our 

current secretary.
Send résumé to: 

Guemes Island Fire  
Department / Commissioners

6310 Guemes Island Rd.
Anacortes, WA 98221

By Edith Walden
The rafters of the Hall were shak-

ing on February 23 at the 26th annual 
Woodchoppers’ Ball, and so were the 
feet of the packed crowd who came to 
enjoy the excellent music by Polecat, a 
bluegrass band from Bellingham. People 
of all ages took to the floor to dance to 
the irresistible beat. 

Founded by Mike Gwost and orga-
nized with help from the entire Gwost 
family (and lots of other community 
members), the party of the season was a 
great success and earned $1,150 for the 
Schoolhouse Park Stage project.

During one of the band breaks, artist 
Bill Mitchell unveiled a recently com-
pleted mural figure of island artist Phil 
McCracken holding an owl—one of 
many wild animals that have been shel-
tered in the McCracken household over 
the years. The mural will be placed at 
the former McCracken family home in 

A Rockin’ Time at the Woodchoppers’ Ball

Many generous islanders and 
local businesses donated items for the 
raffle at the Woodchoppers’ Ball. 

They are:
Frontier Building Supply, Marine 

Supply & Hardware, Sebo’s Hardware, 
Emerald Marine, Brown Lantern, Bike 
Spot, Ace Hardware, Silver Strand 
Creations, Anderson’s General Store, 
Riptide Seafoods, Adrift, Gere-A-Deli, 
A’Town Bistro, Dad’s Diner, Johnny Pi-
casso’s, Island Rental, Mystic Sea Char-
ters, Burton Jewelers, Marco Caputo 
(honey), Andy Gladish (hand-wrought 
candle stand), Quinn McDill (labor on 
engines), Tynan Martin (cedar kin-
dling), Bud Ashbach (cedar kindling 
and stakes), George Park (handmade 
clocks), Carol Park (massage), Susie 
Gwost (handmade tote bags), Don and 
Mike Rolfing (dinghy), Griffin’s sister 
(alder rounds), and Jeff Gent (ricks of 
wood). Gent was honored at the end 
of the night with a song, “Land Down 
Under,” dedicated to him by Polecat 
in thanks for all the rafter timbers he 
has donated for construction of the 
Schoolhouse Park Stage.

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular  

meeting, March 12, 2013,  
at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall

Public welcome

Anacortes that is now the business loca-
tion of How It Works on 4th Street. 

Bundles of cedar kindling donated 
by Tynan Martin and Bud Ashbach and 
garden stakes donated by Ashbach were 
handed out to lucky door-prize winners. 
And lots of raffle winners walked home 
with prizes donated by islanders and lo-
cal businesses, including six ricks of fire-
wood. Diane Murray won three prizes, 
and all three members of the Everett 
family won prizes, as did both Rob and 
Emma Schroder. Islander Jessica Snelson 
won the $500 dinghy that was donated 
by Don and Mike Rolfing.

The wood-chucking contest got 
started around 11:30 p.m. and was won 
by Dan Raynor and a Cook Inlet fisher-
man named Mike. The crowd had dwin-
dled, but plenty of folks were still hav-
ing a good time, and the party and the 
community spirit extended on into the 
night. 

Thanks to the  
Raffle Donators

Top left and left: The floor was 
filled with dancers of all ages 
enjoying the music of Pole-
cat. Above: Artist Bill Mitchell 
unveiled a new mural depict-
ing Phil McCracken holding an 
owl. The work is destined for 
the old McCracken home in 
Anacortes.
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By Edith Walden
On March 4, Claire Woofen-

den’s almost two-year career 
as a junior firefighter with the 
Guemes Island Fire Department 
(GIFD) will come to an end. 
Claire, a lifelong Guemes resi-
dent, turns 18 that day, and she’ll 
become a full-fledged firefight-
er with the department. Poised 
and articulate, she brimmed with 
enthusiasm as she talked to the 
Tide about her experience with 
GIFD.

Watching her older brother 
Zander go through the training 
as a junior firefighter and see-
ing how much he enjoyed it was 
a big part of Claire’s inspiration 
to join. “I thought it would be 
a good way to get involved with 
the community,” she says. “It’s 
a neat way to give back. I feel 
lucky that I got to be involved in 
that way. And all the training is 
fantastic!” 

Junior firefighters can join 
GIFD when they are 16. They 
carry pagers and can respond to 
all calls, although they can’t have 
direct contact with patients, be 
in a fire’s hot zone, or drive fire 
rigs. They attend weekly training 
drills on the island and can attend spe-
cialized off-island training sessions. They 
receive the same compensation as regu-
lar firefighters, and are members of the 
close-knit and international firefighting 
“family.”

Claire took a two-weekend course 
and is certified as a wildland firefighter, 
which means she can fight wildfires any-
where in the country. She’s had several 
days of high-angle/rope-rescue training, 
learning how to rappel over cliffs and 
transport injured people. She attended 
a weekend training course in water res-
cue in Port Townsend. There she was 
repeatedly thrown in the water for sev-
eral hours, posing as the “victim” to be 
rescued. 

She’s spent a weekend at Hanford, 

taking classroom training in working 
with hazardous materials. She’s taken 
search-and-rescue practical training and 
had CPR and basic first-aid training.

Lots of hands-on experience
Claire has learned to drive boats and 

the fire rigs. She’ll be certified to drive 
the rigs in March, having completed her 
training and testing. And she’s respond-
ed to a lot of emergency calls on the is-
land, most of them medical. Claire was 
instrumental in conducting water man-
agement at the Clark Point fire last year, 
keeping the GIFD pumper filled with 
foam, checking hydrants, and coordi-
nating water flow with other pumpers 
at the scene to ensure a constant supply 

of water and foam. At other times, 
she’s acted as incident command-
er for medical calls, making sure 
the scene is safe, preparing medi-
cal supplies for the EMTs, and co-
ordinating with the ferry and the 
paramedics.

When asked what has sur-
prised her about being a firefight-
er, she paused and then laughed, 
“Well, we don’t get a lot of fire-
fighting, I’ll say that!” She was also 
surprised to find herself interested 
in the medical parts of the job. 

“I didn’t see myself doing 
that,” she notes. “I found it to be 
really interesting to sit in on the 
medical drills. Usually I get to be 
the patient. I get that different 
perspective of what it is like to be 
a patient, which is really valuable.”

It also surprised her how 
quickly she got tired wearing 35 
to 40 pounds of protective bunker 
gear. A self-contained breathing 
apparatus (SCBA) can add anoth-
er 20 to 30 pounds. “It’s a good 
workout just to haul hose in bun-
ker gear, with or without a SCBA 
pack on,” she admits.

A sense of camaraderie
Claire has enjoyed the sense 

of camaraderie at GIFD. “It’s definitely 
a family—a little dysfunctional some-
times,” she jokes, “but what family 
isn’t?” 

She’s felt welcomed from the very 
beginning. “Everyone was really ex-
cited and wanted to make sure that I 
learned,” she reports. “There’s a lot of 
‘Ooh, there’s a new training opportuni-
ty—let’s send Claire.’ I appreciate that 
a lot because that’s one of the main rea-
sons I am in it—to get the training and 
to experience new things.

“People know how excited I am and 
are excited for me. They look out for 
you in the department—everybody’s got 
each other’s back.” 

Sometimes Claire has found that 
being female is a little tough, but has 

A Young Islander Learns a Universal Language

Claire, shown wearing her bunker gear, is trained to drive 
fire rigs, among many other skills. She becomes a full-
fledged firefighter in early March.

Claire Woofenden, Firefighter
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learned that if she proves herself ca-
pable, she’s allowed to take on tasks. 
“You’ve got to have a little bit of gump-
tion to make sure you get out there and 
show them,” she notes. 

An aging demographic
Claire is one of two currently avail-

able GIFD firefighters under 40. There 
is an additional firefighter under 50, 
three in their 50s, six in their 60s, and 
three in their 70s. Recruiting and re-
taining young people has been difficult. 
Four young GIFD firefighters have left 
in the last year, most to take jobs off-
island.

“A lot of people are scared of the 
time commitment,” Claire notes. “Hon-
estly, it’s not that much of a time com-
mitment. We don’t get very many calls. 
There’s a once-a-week drill and that’s it 
unless you choose to do more.” 

Attending Fire Academy or EMT 
training is a big commitment, but 
Claire points out that “it’s only a three-
month commitment and then you’re 
done.” Other training is available but is 
optional. Claire states, “You can do it 
on your time frame and when it works 
for you.

“Some people think you have to 
train as both a firefighter and an EMT. 

That’s not true,” Claire explains. “You 
can choose, and also we have people 
that don’t do either, but are support 
staff. We’ve been talking about having 
more niche jobs and more specialized 
training—a driver, an engineer, or if 
you’re good at hazardous materials, that 
could be your niche.

“Obviously, you have to have some 
guts to get into this job,” she advises, 
“because it is dangerous. You’ve got to 
enjoy a little bit of it and act well under 
pressure, but there’s a little more leeway 
than some people might think.”

The road ahead
Claire hopes to attend the Skagit 

County Fire Training Academy in the 
fall and also wants to take EMT train-
ing. “No matter where I go, I want to 
stay a volunteer,” she states emphati-
cally. Joining the fire department “is 
one of the best decisions I’ve made. 
I’ve learned so much about myself, and 
about interpersonal relations, as well as 
the technical training we get. It’s been 
an eye-opener for me—to see how that 
side of the world works. It’s not for ev-
erybody, and not everybody can do it 
and not everybody should do it, but if 
you’re willing and able, it’s really mean-
ingful and important to the commu-
nity—especially a community like ours 
that doesn’t have career staff.”

She adds, “It’s a connection you find 
everywhere in the world. You can go 
anywhere and show up at a fire depart-
ment and say ‘I’m from a fire depart-

ment,’ and they’ll say, ‘Oh, welcome!’ 
It’s a worldwide family.”

GIFD members recognize that 
they’re lucky to have someone with 
Claire’s dedication and talents, and they 
hope to attract and retain more young 
people before attrition dangerously de-
pletes the force. 

If you’re interested in finding more 
about being a member of GIFD, con-
tact Chief Stamper at 293-8681 or  
333-6297. 

Claire practices her high-angle rescue skills. 
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Have you ever heard 200,000 voices 
singing in accidental acapella? I have, 
thanks to an awesome holiday surprise.

My present this last Christmas came 
in the biggest box under the tree, pre-
sented by grandson Shaw wearing the 
snarkiest of ear-to-ear smiles.

The box gave way to other boxes in 
ever-decreasing sizes as family mem-
bers tried to hold back snuffling chuck-
les while I dug in. The last bit was an 
envelope—containing the itinerary for 
a round trip East in time for the second 
inauguration of the 44th president of 
the United States. 

Better yet, I would be accompa-
nied by 10-year-old Shaw and daughter 
Charlotte, and hosted by cousin John 

Olson and his wife, Mil-
lie, in Richmond, Virginia, 
hub of some of the most 
amazing historical sites in 
America.

The ceremony in Wash-
ington, D.C., became al-
most a tiring afterthought.

 Almost. 
The five of us arrived in 

D.C. by train and began 
walking. And walking—in 
the general direction of the 
Mall, among thousands of 
citizens and, it seems, near-
ly as many vendors, police, 
security, and information 
volunteers. We negotiated a 
maze of Jersey barriers, pa-
rade-route screens, ticket-
holder lines, portable toi-
lets, ambulances, armored 
trucks, pedicabs, buses, 
and vendors. (Shaw was es-
pecially taken with a sign 
advertising “a new discov-
ery on the periodic table of 
elements: ‘obamamium.’” 

Leave it to a fourth grader to 
spot an educational feature.)

The Mall section for those 
without tickets for the event 
is located adjacent to the 
Washington Monument, just 
out of sight of the actual po-
dium but equipped with a 
high-definition “Jumbotron” 
screen and sound system ca-
pable of serving a quarter of 
a million live viewers—when 
it’s working right. It wasn’t.

After diligently broadcast-
ing the introductions of the 
notables, the Jumbo revolted 
and started sending static and 
pixelated video with only oc-

Above: Charlotte and Shaw pose with Honest Abe. Right: Making the long walk 
are Millie (in white scarf ), Charlotte, John, and Shaw. After seven hours walking 
or standing, it took the entire next day to recover.
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casional hints of reality. 
Then It happened. 
Singer-songwriter James Taylor took 

the stage, or so we figured out from the 
sketchy, flickering images and sound 
broadcast to our part of the Mall. After 
some intermittent unidentifiable noise, 
a clear bar of “America the Beautiful” 
came through. Spontaneously, what 
seemed like the entire crowd of thou-
sands of onlookers joined in, an im-
promptu choir that filled the digital 
gaps of Taylor’s performance. It was the 
emotional high point of an otherwise 
exhausting and sometimes frustrating 
occasion.

The funniest thing, as recalled by 
Shaw, occurred during Vice President 
Biden’s speech, which was treated 
with total disrespect by the Jumbo in 
our area. Between blasts of static, as if 
he knew what our area was suffering 
through, in his prepared speech he was 
heard to say, “. . . we’ve got problem-
solving people. . . .” 

Fortunately, some other “problem-
solving people” got the Jumbo working 
pretty well for President Obama’s ad-
dress, although the visuals never quite 
matched up with the audio. 

As the crowd broke up, we wandered 
over to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
to find cousin Janet’s husband’s name, 
still listed as “Missing In Action.” Then 
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A radar trailer displaying the 
speed of passing cars was deployed on 
Guemes Island Road between February 
5 and 12.

The trailer, owned and operated by 
the county Public Works department, 
is usually deployed in cooperation with 
the sheriff’s office in response to citizen 
requests, as was the case this time. 

Engineering Technician Given Kutz 
told the Tide, “Deployment is to remind 
drivers to obey the law—as most don’t 
consciously break it.”

Kutz also said that the trailer’s 
battery apparently ran out on the 11th. 
Several islanders reported that it didn’t 
appear to be working on at least a few 
other days.

•  in memoriam •

John Anthony Martinis Sr., formerly of West 
Shore Road, died January 27. He was 82.

He was born June 4, 1930, in Everett to Pearl 
and Paul Martinis. He attended Everett Junior Col-
lege, and in the summers traveled with the Martinis 
fleet to Alaska. There he developed a love for fish-
ing that became a constant in his life. 

He started a store on Broadway in Everett, still 
called John’s Sporting Goods. He also entered poli-

tics, first as a Port of Everett commissioner, then as 38th District representative to 
the state legislature. Later he served as Snohomish County deputy county executive. 

John was also appointed by Congress to be chairman of the Fisheries Manage-
ment Council for the regulation of the 200-mile fishing limit off the West Coast. 
His legislative specialty was natural-resource management and sport fisheries.

In his later years he retired to Guemes Island, where he thrived as a legendary 
fisherman.

Survivors include children Paulette, John Jr., Tracy, Marty, and Christie; nine 
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; a brother, Dr. Andrew Martinis; a sister, 
Katy (Jeff) Bopp; and devoted friend Donna.

A memorial service was held February 4 at Evans Funeral Chapel.

John Martinis

As mentioned in our February issue, Lois DuWors Davis died December 6, 
2012. Services were held Febuary 2 in Kent. Unfortunately, the Tide has been un-
able to contact the family for obituary information to date.

Lois Davis

Tom Davis, an iconic Guemes resident from the 1970s, died January 19 while 
visiting a friend in Bow. The Tide is in contact with the family and will print an 
obituary in our April issue. A service is planned for April 6 in Spokane.

Tom Davis

we visited the Lincoln and Korean War 
memorials. 

Yes, we were starting to droop. But 
we regained strength at the Museum of 
American History cafeteria, and spent a 
relaxing hour at the Museum of Natural 
History, where Shaw got to see his first 
cockroach. Be glad you don’t live in the 
South. 

(Side note: Both museums bear a 
name familiar and reviled by many back 
home, Kenneth Behring. Yeah, the guy 
who tried to steal the Seahawks in 1996. 
I no longer hate him quite as much.)

And we got to see part of the Inau-
gural Parade, including a high-school 
band from Spokane that, at 5:30 p.m., 
was still waiting to move ahead.

Our weeklong stay concluded with 
visits to George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon, the Edgar Allen Poe Museum, 
the Virginia Historical Society muse-
um, and, most especially, the Jamestown 
Settlement. Jamestown is amazing, start-
ing with a 20-minute free car-ferry ride. 
Our eldest islander, Jane Read, will be 
amused to learn that of the thousands 
of artifacts displayed, many of the best 
were recovered from abandoned wells. 
(Inside joke.)

Jamestown was the first successful 
English settlement in North America, 
founded in 1607—or about 260 years 
before white settlement on Guemes. I 
am reminded: it’s never too early to start 
a museum. 

A Reminder to Slow Down

A radar speed sign (not working in this 
photo) was positioned just north of the ferry 
line for seven days.
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Five Years Ago
Headline: “Purchase of ‘The Moun-

tain’ Given New Life.” Seller drops price 
by $600,000 in deteriorating economy. 
New goal is $2.2 million. Campaign 
has collected $1.58 million in signed 
pledges.

The outlook is bleak for a long-term 
(50- to 100-year) solution to the crum-
bling South Shore Road situation. This 
is mainly because state highway funds 
are unlikely “for fewer than 200 cars per 
day,” engineer Bruce Rooney tells mem-
bers of the South Shore Road Advisory 
Committee.

—The Evening Star, March 2009

Ten Years Ago
Headline: Guemes Sub Area Plan-

ning Committee Recognized by County 
Commissioners.

Guemes Island abstract painter (“not 
artist,” he says) Max Benjamin will be 
honored at the 2003 Anacortes Arts Fes-
tival.

Representatives from the Commu-
nity Center Association and the Com-
munity Church plan meeting to resolve 
differences regarding the shared water 
system.

—The Evening Star,  
March 2003

Fifteen Years Ago
Guemes Island Fire Department 

finds “new” 1970 Ford 750 pumper to 
replace the 1955 truck being sold. 

Cleanup continues on the south 
shore of Guemes three weeks after  
“several barrels” of bunker oil were 
spilled from the tanker Neptune. The 
threat to birds appears to be minimal, 
according to Bruce Adkins, experienced 
bird rescuer. 

An editorial reads, “Give islanders a 
ferry that is cheap, convenient, and con-
trols growth and we’ll all live happily 
ever after.” Unfortunately only the “con-
venient” part could be assured, residents 
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learn in a public meeting with Public 
Works Director Jan Kiser. 

—The Evening Star, March 1996

Fifty-One Years Ago
Ground has been excavated for 

a new addition to the Community 
Church.

The Guemes Island Improvement 
Club has officially changed its name to 
the Guemes Island Community Club. 
New president is Mrs. Walter “Dot” 
Graham. 

—Anacortes Reporter, March 3, 1962

Ninety Years Ago
Twenty tons of sacked ore is shipped 

from Guemes Island’s North Bay mine 
to Tacoma for a composite smelter test 
for silver and gold content. 

—Anacortes American,  
January 18, 1923

One Hundred Years Ago
The Guemes Booster Club has put 

pilings for the ferry dock in the water. 
W. A. Lowman will drive it this week. 

Booster Club members will meet 
Saturday to slash the road from [Man-
gan’s] Landing to the school house, 
making the road straight and widening 
it to 20 feet. 

—Anacortes American,  
March 6, 1913

Equally comfortable in his studio and on  
his tractor, Max Benjamin, now 84, is still a 
busy man. 






