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By Elizabeth Ockwell
In 1967, after her 

husband’s death, Ria 
Van Iterson left Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, to 
take her three chil-
dren—Dan, Bruce, 
and Renee—on a road 
trip around the U.S. 
On Chuckanut Drive, 
dazzled by the view of 
the islands, the family 
decided they wanted 
to explore this beauti-
ful area. Ria drove to 
Anacortes, inquired 
about summer rentals, 
and soon found her-
self touring Guemes.

The Brado place 
on North Beach, which included a gro-
cery store with a gas pump and a home-
made house, was for sale—and was so 

Etched Into History
The Untold Story of Island Artists International

By Edith Walden
It’s been a rough five months for 

newly appointed Skagit County Interim 
Public Works Director Dan Berentson. 
In July, his father, former State Secretary 
of Transportation Duane Berentson, 
died (the twin bridges over the Swinom-
ish Channel are named after him). In 
September, his dog died. On October 
1, his boss, the widely respected Public 
Works Director Henry Hash, unexpect-
edly resigned, and Berentson, who still 

Interim Public Works Director Has Guemes Ties

appealing she decided to buy it with-
out even showing it to her children (she 
couldn’t get them off the beach long 

enough to look at it). 
Ria’s idea was to 

lease out her house in 
Michigan and stay on 
Guemes for the sum-
mer. But her three chil-
dren, still shaken by the 
death of their father, 
had fallen in love with 
island life and never 
wanted to go home.

Ria reopened the 
grocery store, but 
couldn’t see a way to 
make it a viable busi-
ness. So she started a 
frame shop. This rep-
resented a continua-
tion of a family tradi-
tion: Ria had run an art 

gallery in Grand Rapids, and her father 
had owned an art-and-antiques import 

“County Government Is All About Partnerships”
retains his position as Skagit County 
Natural Resources Division Manager, 
was named to be the interim director. 

Berentson knows his way around 
Skagit County government. Following a 
20-year career in the newspaper business 
with Argus, Fidalgo Magazine, and the 
Skagit Valley Herald, among others, the 
WSU communications major was ap-
pointed communications director  
and communications liaison for the 
county in 2001. He’s spent most of his 

12 years with the county working in 
public works.

A lifelong connection to 
Guemes

He’s also no stranger to the Skagit 
Valley, or to Guemes Island, for that 
matter. A fourth-generation Skagitonian 
(his great-grandfather arrived in 1888), 
he spent a week or two on Guemes ev-
ery summer at Charlie’s Resort since he 

Artist and printer Kris Falconer examines a recent print by Beki Killorin in the press 
room at Island International Artists.

(continued on page 14)

(continued on page 16)
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Mission Statement
The Guemes Tide is published to 

connect, inform, amuse, serve, and 
inspire our island community.

Subscriptions are $20 a year (10 
issues). You can subscribe online at 
guemestide.org; or send your mailing 
address and a check made out to The 
Guemes Tide to: The Guemes Tide, 
4709 South Shore Drive, Anacortes, 
WA 98221-9579.

Advertising: Space reservations are 
due the 15th of the month preceding 
issue date; camera-ready artwork is 
due the 22nd. Contact advertising@
guemestide.org. 

The Guemes Tide (USPS #014-902) 
is published monthly except in Janu-
ary and August by the Guemes Island 
Historical Society, Win Anderson, 
publisher, 6237 South Shore Road, 
Anacortes, WA 98221. Periodical post-
age paid at Anacortes, Washington.

Contents © 2013 by The Guemes 
Tide except as otherwise noted. Bylined 
articles and attributed artwork are 
published by permission, with all rights 
retained by their creators. Opinions ex-
pressed here are not necessarily those of 
the publisher. Unsolicited manuscripts 
and artwork dealing with Guemes Is-
land and its people are encouraged but 
may not be returned.
Advertising Manager: Tom Murphy
Business Manager: Thea LaCross
Calendar Editor: Lynn Prewitt
Circulation Manager: Dyvon Havens
Contributing Editors: Judith Horton,  
     Holiday Matchett
Editor Emeritus: Win Anderson
Editor-in-Chief and Lead Reporter: 
     Edith Walden
Managing Editor and Layout Lead: 
     Nick Allison
Other Members of the Publishing 
     Team: Bob Anderson, Anne  
    Casperson, Karen Everett, Juby 
    Fouts, Anne Passarelli
Website: Find back issues, subscription 
info, and more at guemestide.org.
Email:    advertising@guemestide.org 
               calendar@guemestide.org 
               editorial@guemestide.org 
               subscriptions@guemestide.org 
Phone:   Leave message at 299-9999.

POSTMASTER:  
Send address changes to The Guemes 
Tide, 4709 South Shore Drive, Ana-
cortes, WA 98221-9579

Letters
News and kudos from afar

Dear editors,
First of all, congratulations for yet 

another wonderful issue [November 
2013] of the Guemes Tide. From art to 
Halloween fun to Jane Read’s vibrancy 
to birds in our backyards, there was, as 
usual, much to celebrate, much to pon-
der, and much to learn. 

After two wonderful days with Bob 
and Omi Cummings as guests here in 
our country home in Lugoff, South 
Carolina, we sent them off to continue 
their journey through the Southland. 
Naturally, we made sure that they saw 
some of the old colonial plantation-like 
homes in Camden, the Steeplechase 
Museum, as well as our luscious magno-
lias and long spindly pines. 

Of course, with Les Larsen as host 
they had to taste all three flavors of good 
ole Southern barbeque, fried okra, and 
sweet tea!

Bob and Omi make excellent am-
bassadors from the Northwest (Guemes 
Island) and they see what we all know, 
that most important lesson that travel 
teaches us: how much alike we are at 
our core.

—Nancy and Les Larsen

Thanks for the support
To Guemes Islanders,
I would like to thank the commu-

nity of Guemes for all the support and 
shared time with packing, cleaning, and 
being with Judith Horton as she packed 
up her home for her new adventure in 
Colorado. (See related article on page 19. 
—Ed.) The community support and 
presence were incredible for her, as she 
left a home she has deeply loved and her 
friends on Guemes.  

—Linda Sanford
Editors’ note: The author was the list-

ing agent for the sale of Judith’s property.

It doesn’t take a village to make a newspaper, but it does take a pretty good-sized 
crowd. Along with the volunteers listed in the staff box at right, we’d like to thank the 
following people for their essential help over the past year, the fourth of the Guemes 
Tide’s life.

• Bob and Holiday Matchett for routinely letting us turn their guest cottage into 
an office, meeting hall, and workroom

• Eric LaCross for expert technical consultation
• David Slabaugh and Bob Matchett for labeling labor
• Ralph Walden for improving many pictures with his Photoshop skills
• Slav Kislyanka and Justin Marsh at Copy & Print in Mount Vernon for helping get 

the paper printed quickly and well.
In addition, we had research help from numerous folks, both on and off the 

island, notably including Guemes Island Fire Department Information Officer Lor-
raine Francis, Skagit County Senior Project Engineer Larry Krueger, and Chief Criminal 
Deputy Don McDermott of the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office.

Thanks, everyone—we couldn’t do it without you!

Tide Staff Gives Thanks

Subscribe or Renew Online—and Get a Bonus
When it comes time to renew your subscription to the Guemes Tide or to pur-

chase a new subscription, try doing it online via our website—and we’ll throw in a 
free issue.

Just visit guemestide.org and click “Subscribe” at 
the top of the page. Then scroll down to the “Order 
Online” button and follow the instructions from there.

If you renew or subscribe online between now and the end of 2014, we’ll auto-
matically add one extra issue to your subscription for free. A win-win! 
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Ferry Public Hearings in December
Ferry-Committee Elections Coming on February 9;  

Glen Veal Resigning Longtime Post

Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Rowe (formerly Beck) has announced 
the ferry schedules for the holidays. 

On Wednesday, December 25, 2013, and Wednesday, January 1, 2014, the ferry 
will run on the holiday sailing schedule, which is normal Saturday hours, with the last 
run at 10 p.m. instead of 11 p.m.

The ferry will run on its normal schedule through the rest of the season. On 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve, the last ferry will be at 8:30 p.m.

Anderson’s General Store is chartering a special ferry at 1 a.m. on January 1 to 
transport guests back to Anacortes at the end of a New Year’s Eve event. According to 
Store owner Michelle Reneau, special tickets will be issued and collected when board-
ing from the Guemes landing for the return trip. Only guests with Anderson’s special 
tickets will be allowed to board the ferry.

Holiday Ferry Schedule

Deer season ends on Guemes De-
cember 31 with a late archery season 
that runs through the month. 

There is also a late muzzleloader 
(shotgun) season through December 15. 
Both seasons permit the taking of any 
deer, according to the state Department 
of Fish and Wildlife.

Property owners are not required to 
post their land, as it is the responsibility 
of the hunter to get permission to enter 
private property.

Among the hunting restrictions is 
that archers cannot carry firearms. It is 
also illegal to possess any untagged game 
animal or to hunt earlier than a half-
hour before sunrise or later than a half-
hour after sunset. 

Hunting using artificial lights or 
along roadways or under the influence 
are also violations. 

Hunting violations can be reported 
to the State Patrol at 757-1175. Tres-
passing can be reported to the Skagit 
County Sheriff’s Office via 911. 

Hunting Season Winds Up  
At Year’s End
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By Tom Murphy
Two ferry-related public hearings 

will be held with the Skagit County 
Board of Commissioners in December:

• On Tuesday, December 10, at 10 
a.m., Skagit County Public Works will 
present the 14‐Year Ferry Capital Im-
provement Plan to the commissioners. 
This plan contains information about 
the ferry replacement or modification/
rebuild that is scheduled for 2018 at a 
projected cost of $12,000,000. The plan 
serves as a guide for long-range plan-
ning, and will evolve along with the  
ferry system’s needs.

•  On Tuesday, December 17, at 9 
a.m., the Ferry Operations Division will 
present its draft of the 2013 Ferry Op-
erations Status Report to the commis-
sioners.

The hearings will be held in the 
Commissioners Hearing Room at 1800 
Continental Place, in Mount Vernon. 
Both hearings are open to the general 
public, and islanders are encouraged to 
attend.

The Guemes Island Ferry Com-
mittee will hold its annual meeting on 
Sunday, February 9, at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Community Center. The committee will 
review the past year and outline upcom-
ing issues and events, in addition to ac-
cepting nominations for two expiring 
positions on the committee. 

Glen Veal, a member of the Ferry 
Committee since its inception in 1981, 
has decided to retire from the position 
and will not run for reelection.

Anne Casperson has not yet decided 
whether she will seek reelection. 
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By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Planning Ad-

visory Committee (GIPAC), the body 
charged with monitoring the county’s 
adherence to the Guemes Island Sub-
area Plan, held its annual meeting on 
November 4. Islanders at the sparsely at-
tended meeting reelected Nancy Fox to 
a three-year term and elected Tom Lind-
sey, who was not present, to a position 
vacated by Kit Harma, for a three-year 
term.

The year in review
GIPAC chair Allen Bush Jr. con-

ducted the meeting and reviewed the 
group’s activities for the year. Their 
main effort has focused on attempts to 
get recommendations from the Subar-
ea Plan merged into the revision of the 
Skagit County Shoreline Master Pro-
gram (SMP). Fox has worked diligently 
with county staff to have the Subarea 
Plan’s map recommendations, which 
will provide detailed data on Guemes 
shorelines, substituted for the more gen-
eral maps the county currently uses.

The Subarea Plan’s recommendations 
place value on maintaining the rural 
character of the island. GIPAC is also 

Planning Advisory Committee Holds Annual Meeting
trying to get more stringent shoreline 
setbacks and 30-foot height limits that 
might be Guemes-specific into the SMP.

The committee has also met with the 
new director of the Skagit County Plan-
ning and Development Department, 
Dale Pernula. Members concluded that 
they have established a constructive re-
lationship with various county depart-
ments, although Fox advised that they 
“may need to push harder and go high-
er” to accomplish any real changes.

Bush reported that of the 500 or so 
septic systems on Guemes that need-
ed inspections this year, there were still 
about 100 that have not been inspected.

Sandy McKean spoke of his inter-
est in and ideas concerning water issues 
on the island. He is planning to orga-
nize a library of documents that GIPAC 
has accumulated over the 20-plus years 
the committee has been in existence. He 
would like to coordinate data from the 
various weather stations on the island to 
make that data accessible to islanders. 

By Nick Allison
On Saturday, December 28, 

islanders will have the opportu-
nity to participate in one of the 
largest and longest-running citizen 
science efforts on the planet: the 
Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird 
Count. This will mark the count’s 
114th year.

Across the U.S., thousands of 
volunteers follow specified routes 
through designated 15-mile- 
diameter circles, counting every 
bird they see or hear all day. This 
helps in assessing the health of 
bird populations and to guide  
conservation action.

In western Skagit County, the cir-
cle centers on March Point by Padilla 
Bay. Skagit Audubon Society has orga-
nized the Padilla Bay count for several 
decades, recruiting teams of birders to 
work in 16 subareas of the circle. Most 
of Guemes Island falls within one of 
these subareas.

If you have some skill at identify-

Christmas Bird Count Is December 28

And he is campaigning for a water- 
education program for islanders,  
perhaps called Water 101.

Support for ferry trail
Lorrie Steele reported on the prog-

ress of plans for a multipurpose trail on 
the east side of Guemes Island Road 
that would be installed from School-
house Park to the ferry terminal. The 
organizing committee has collected 350 
signatures on a petition supporting the 
idea of the trail. 

GIPAC voted to support the concept 
of the trail, noting, as committee mem-
ber Gary Curtis voiced, that it is “well 
within our scope of interest” and was 
consistent with the transportation ele-
ments in the Subarea Plan.

Members agreed to publish in the 
Tide and on LineTime their names, 
contact information, and areas of focus 
or interest by November 15. As the Tide 
went to press, the list had not been sub-
mitted. 

ing birds (you don’t need to be an ex-
pert) and would like to participate, con-
tact Tim Manns at bctm@fidalgo.net or 
336-8753 by December 21. Participants 
will be contacted after the 21st with de-
tails about where and when to meet on 
the 28th.

Bring binoculars and be prepared to 
spend at least a half-day in the field.

Last year, participants counted 1,317 
birds and 59 species on Guemes. 

The Pacific wren is a species likely to be seen in the 
Christmas Bird Count.

eliz
a
b
eth

 o
c
k
w

ell



The Guemes Tide     December 2013 - January 2014     5      

By Nick Allison
At press time, Skagit County officials had nearly finished counting all the bal-

lots from the November 5 election—about 50 remained uncounted. Below are the 
results for the Guemes precinct (which also includes Cypress, Sinclair, and Vendovi 
islands, as well as numerous uninhabited rocks).

Turnout was on the low side overall, as is typical for “off-year” (nonpresidential) 
elections. But Guemes, with a turnout of 68.3 percent of registered voters, far ex-
ceeded the county’s overall rate of 52.03%.

A check mark indicates the winner (statewide or district-wide) in each race.
 

Initiative 517 (protecting signature gatherers and petition signers)
Yes: 122 (31.77%)
√ No: 262 (68.23%)

Initiative 522 (labeling genetically modified food)
Yes: 277 (66.59%)
√ No: 139 (33.41%)

Advisory Vote No. 3 (excise-tax credit for taxpayers leasing public property)
Repealed: 131 (39.1%)
√ Maintained: 204 (60.9%)

Advisory Vote No. 4 (aircraft excise tax on commuter air carriers)
Repealed: 125 (37.09%)
√ Maintained: 212 (62.91%)

Advisory Vote No. 5 (insurance premium tax for pediatric oral services)
√ Repealed: 151 (47.94%)
Maintained: 164 (52.06%)

Advisory Vote No. 6 (sales-tax exemption for telephone/telecom services)
√ Repealed: 139 (41.99%)
Maintained: 192 (58.01%)

Advisory Vote No. 7 (estate tax on certain property transfers and increased rates 
for large estates)

Repealed: 127 (36.6%)
√ Maintained: 220 (63.4%)

Hospital District 2, Commissioner Position 4
√ Lynne M. Lang: 183 (50.41%)
Warren Tessler: 180 (49.59%)

Hospital District 2, Commissioner Position 5
√ Chip Bogosian: 305 (100%)

Fire District 17, Commissioner Position 1
√ Tom Murphy: 270 (100%)

Fire District 17, Commissioner Position 3
√ Deb Bear: 292 (100%)

Cemetery District 3, Commissioner Position 1
√ Adam Veal: 333 (100%) 

How Guemes Voted

On November 2, Guemes Island 
volunteer firefighter Claire Woofen-
den graduated from the rigorous and 
demanding eight-week Firefighter 1 
training program at the Skagit County 
Recruit Academy. Her Firefighter 1 cer-
tification will allow her to fully partici-
pate as a volunteer with the Guemes 
Island Fire Department (GIFD). Claire 
has been a junior firefighter with GIFD 
for two years and became a firefighter 
with the department in March “(see 
page 12 of the March Tide).

Claire was named to the Chief’s 
Company, an honor reserved for the 
top 4 recruits out of the graduating 
class of 20. She also won the distin-
guished Bulldog of the Week award for 
outstanding performance during the 
final week of the course. 

Attending her graduation were 
Frea Gladish, Zander Woofenden, Mike 
and Kim Stamper, Gerry and Lorraine 
Francis, Olivia Snell, and Tim Powell. 
Powell served as an instructor during 
the course, and Zander Woofenden 
worked with the logistics team. Both 
are former GIFD firefighters.

Claire Woofenden 
Graduates From  
Fire Academy at  
Top of Her Class

Heavenly Care, Inc.
Adult Family Home

for Seniors

WA State Lic # 752144

• Personal Care 
• Registered Nurse on Staff
• Memory Care
• Medication Administration
• Activities
• Meal Preparation
• Laundry & Cleaning
• Hospice

7055 Holiday Boulevard
(360) 299-8584 

HeavenlyCareInc@hotmail.com
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Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think readers might want to know 
about more than a month in advance.
•• February 8: Guemes Connects will sponsor a blood drive from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 

front of the Church. Appointments should be scheduled in advance. Contact Lorraine 
Francis at 293-8364 or Juby Fouts at 293-2704 for more information or to make an ap-
pointment. If you plan to give blood at this drive, don’t donate blood anywhere else 
after December 14.

•Save the Date•

The Guemes Island Community Church will conduct a Christmas Eve family 
service on Tuesday, December 24, at 5 p.m. The “not-too-long” service will include 
reading of new and ancient texts, singing carols, and listening to a children’s story.

The Sunday service at 11 a.m. on December 29 will help to stretch Christmas 
out for 12 days. Participants will share stories of the season and sing carols.

The Sunday service at 11 a.m. on January 19 will honor the life of Martin  
Luther King Jr. The service will include the history of the Underground Railroad 
(slave escape routes), a reading from the new graphic novel March (children are  
welcome), readings from King’s writing, and singing African-American spirituals 
(bring tambourines and other musical instruments).

All are welcome to attend the services.

The annual all-island Holiday Dinner 
will be held on Saturday, December 14, 
at the Community Center. Plan to bring 
your family and friends (and a side dish) to 
celebrate the season with your friends and 
neighbors.

Organized activities for children will be 
held from 4 to 5 p.m. at the Guemes Island 
Community Church. Youngsters can deco-
rate sugar cookies, listen to stories, make 
large recycled-cardboard moose to take 
home, paint, and make gift cards.

At 5 p.m. islanders will gather at the 
Community Center for a dinner of turkey, 
ham, mashed potatoes, and gravy, provided 
by the Church, plus the potluck side dish-
es. Beverages will also be provided. 

Entertainment will feature the island 
quintet of Adam and Angie Veal, Brenda 

Griffin, Daniel Burnett, and Jeff Winston. Santa and Mrs. Claus are expected to  
arrive at about 6 p.m. for visits with young islanders.

The popular event is sponsored by numerous island organizations whose mem-
bers decorate the inside and outside of the Hall, cook and serve the food, and clean 
up afterwards. Volunteers are still needed. Contact Yadi Young at 293-9271 to vol-
unteer or for more information.

The popular Gathering lunches that 
are served on Thursdays at the Church 

from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. will take a 

break during the holi-
days.

On December 5, 
Kathy Finks will prepare 

country-fried steak with 
gravy. On December 
12, Gail Messett will 
serve barbecue beef 
brisket.

The program then breaks 
for the holidays and resumes on January 
9, when Lorraine Francis cooks cheddar 
pork noodle bake. On January 16, Anne 
Passarelli and Gail Nicolls make lasagna. 
On January 23, Carol Steffy and Sue 
O’Donnell present chili and cornbread. 
On January 30, Sharon Hughlitt offers  
Oriental chicken with wild rice.

Meal coordinator Lorraine Francis 
welcomes new cooks Kimberly Bone, 
Dyvon Havens, Jeanne Notson, Sue 
O’Donnell, and Carol Steffy into the 
lineup for next year.

The suggested donation for the meals 
is $4.00. Meals for shut-ins are available 
by arrangement. Contact Lorraine Fran-
cis at 293-8364.

Holiday Dinner (and Santa) on December 14

Church Offers Times for Song and Stories

Mrs. Claus and Santa arrive at last year’s 
Holiday Dinner.

Gathering Lunches Break 
During Holidays

Anderson’s General Store will be 
closed on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day. On New Year’s Eve, the Store will 
close at 2 p.m. and reopen at 8 p.m. to 
those who have made reservations for 
the special event that night. The Store 
will be closed on New Year’s Day, and 
again on January 2 and 3 for inventory. 

Regular winter hours are 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, and 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Sunday.

Holiday Hours at  
the Store
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The Community Soup Suppers, held on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at the Guemes  
Island Community Church, will continue in December and January. There will  
be no suppers on Christmas Eve or New Year’s Eve.

December 3: Bill Bowen and Stoney Bird will describe their involvement with 
Democracy School, a program that teaches communities how to gain local control 
in protecting residents and their environment. They will describe how a Communi-

ty Bill of Rights can be effective.
December 10: Bill and Ann Testerman will de-

scribe their “life-changing pilgrimage” in Spain on 
their 490-mile walk along the Camino de Santi-
ago (see page 1 of the October Tide). The Tester-
mans are popular presenters and always provide 
an inspirational program full of personal anec-
dotes and pictures. 

December 17: Gary Curtis and Holiday 
Matchett team up for an evening focused on birds, describing their experiences at 
Oregon’s Malheur National Wildlife Refuge. The refuge provides habitat to more 
than 320 bird species. Gary’s grandparents homesteaded in the area.  

January 7: Brad Tuininga, resource development director for the North Cascades 
Institute, will describe their environmental education program. (Prize-winning au-
thor William Dietrich said about the institute, “It reminds us why we should be 
amazed. Environmental education is not a luxury, it is the thing that can save us 
all.”) The institute provides classes and workshops for all ages. 

January 14: As a follow-up to the previous program, Danni-Lynn Snell, Anna 
Prewitt, and other island fifth-graders and parents will describe their three-day ex-
perience at Mountain School at the North Cascades Institute in October. The em-
phasis for that age level is on exploration of ecosystems.

January 21 and 28: Knock on Wood, the nine-minute film that won a Guemes 
Island Environmental Trust contest prize this year (see related article on page 23), 
will be shown. Alex Hardison, then a senior at Anacortes High School, produced 
and starred in the movie, which also won an Award of Excellence at the Northwest 
High School Film Festival in May. The first half of the award-winning documen-
tary Dirt! The Movie will be also be shown on the 21st, followed by the conclusion 
on the 28th, to allow time for discussion. The film provides a humorous and histor-
ical look into the organic matter that sustains us.

Local artists will host an 
open house and holiday sale 
on Saturday, December 7, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Tower Arts 
Studio, 5424 South Shore Drive.

Seven artists and crafters 
will be displaying and selling 
their work: Penny Berk with 
felted scarves and hats; Dorothy 
Bird with essential oils; Donna 
Davis with goat-milk soap; Terry 
Frankel with jewelry; Clarity 
Miller with handmade stuffed 
animals (Friends of Socktopus); 
Sue Roberts with ceramics, sculpture, and handmade caramel chocolates; and Cathy 
Schoenberg with paintings and illustrated calendars.

For more information, call 293-8878.

There were two Woodchoppers’ Balls 
this year. 

When organizer Mike Gwost gets a 
bee in his bonnet, he’s a man on a mis-
sion. Shortly after the November issue 
of the Tide went to press, we learned 
that Gwost had scheduled the 27th 
Woodchoppers’ Ball for November 30 
(just after the issue you’re holding was 
printed). 

We regret that we couldn’t give the 
event the publicity it deserves, nor cov-
er it until the February 2014 issue. We 
hope the party was as successful as the 
earlier one last February.

ian@renewablereality.net
360-770-1520

Are You Ready for 

Nationally known renewable expert
Home Power magazine senior editor
Author of Wind Power for Dummies

Guemes Island 
Renewable Energy Tours

Renewable Energy?
Consultations 
with Ian Woofenden

Energy Efficient 
Home Strategies

Renewable 
Energy Systems

Community Soup Supper

Art Studio Opens for the Holidays

Tower Arts Studio will host a multi-artist holiday sale 
on December 7.

Woodchoppers’ Ball 
Came Early
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By Edith Walden
To the relief 

of frequent travel-
ers on South Shore 
Road and especially 
residents of Holi-
day Hideaway, the 
road opened fully to 
traffic on Novem-
ber 8, 38 days after 
the first road closure 
near Chestnut Lane 
on October 1. The 
road was original-
ly scheduled to be 
closed for no more 
than 35 days, but 
the final asphalt-
ing was delayed by 
weather and the un-
availability of the as-
phalt subcontractor. 

At Cayou Creek, 
the caved-in portion 
of the road was re-
built using spiral 
nails to secure a 
caged wall of quarry 
rock (see page 1 of the November Tide). The bank below the wall was secured with 
spiral nails attached to slope spiders (see photo), and was further stabilized by plant-
ing 42 native Nootka roses on the slope. Scour-mitigation posts were installed at 
the base of the bluff to minimize further erosion. 

At milepost .46, just east of Chestnut Lane, the road was moved north approxi-
mately 10 feet and a culvert installed with a tightline pipe that diverts runoff water 
to the base of the bluff, lessening erosion. Two-lane traffic was restored to both proj-
ect areas, increasing traffic safety.

The projects were physically completed within the contracted 40 working days 
on November 21 by Interwest Construction at a final cost of $316,538.47, which 
was $19,872.53 under budget. 

South Shore Road Projects Finish on  
Time and Under Budget

Will Widekinde of Interwest Construction installs “ slope spiders.” 
Each spider requires eight lengths of 4-foot rebar bent double in 
a hub that is secured to a soil nail.

w
in

 a
n

d
er

s
o

n

’Tis the season of holiday giving, 
and many gifts come with styrofoam 
packaging, especially household appli-
ances and electronic products. Styro-
foam is not recyclable locally. 

Here on Guemes it is possible get 
rid of these materials in a responsible 
way, thanks to volunteer islanders who 
transports them to a recycler in Renton. 
The recycler accepts structural styro-
foam, also known as EPS (expanded 
polystyrene), that is designated #6 
recyclable material. The island service 
is limited to structural pieces (not the 
loose bits or “popcorn”) that are clean 
and dry and have had any tape or labels 
removed. Large amounts of styrofoam 
cannot be accommodated due to ve-
hicle size (a compact station wagon).

For more information or to dis-
pose of your styrofoam in this manner, 
contact Don and Anne Passarelli at 299-
2549 and leave a message.

Recycle That Styrofoam

At about 8 p.m. on Saturday, No-
vember 2, the Skagit County Sheriff’s 
Office received a call that a small SUV 
was doing “donuts” at Schoolhouse Park 
on the baseball diamond. The caller, a 
Guemes resident, did not recognize the 
SUV and couldn’t read its license plate 
number. 

There was considerable damage done 
to the grass, and the county parks de-
partment was notified. No arrests have 
been made. 

Vandal Makes  
Donut Holes

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular meetings, 

December 10, 2013, and 
January 17, 2014,  

at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  
Public welcome.
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When What Time Where Contact

Dec. 1, Sun. Church Council 8:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Dec. 2, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
GIPAC 6:00 pm Church Allen Bush, Jr. 293-7439
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Suzie Gwost 293-5708

Dec. 3, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Community Soup Supper: Democracy School 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 705-3589

Dec. 4, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Suzie Gwost 293-5708

Dec. 5, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Country Fried Steak 11:45 am - 12:30 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 6, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 7, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Live Music: Scott Haynes 5:00 - 8:00 pm Store Michelle Reneau 293-4548

Dec. 8, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Dec. 9, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Suzie Gwost 293-5708
Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726

Dec. 10, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm Holiday Matchett's Connie Snell 705-3589
Community Soup Supper: Testermans' Trip 6:00 pm Church
Fire Commissioners 7:00 pm Fire Hall Chip Bogosian 293-2760
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 11, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Suzie Gwost 293-5708

Dec. 12, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Barbecue Beef Brisket 11:45 am - 12:30 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Church George Meekins 840-9391

Dec. 13, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec.14, Sat. GIPOA Board Meeting 9:30 am Library Howard Pellett 293-8128
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Community Holiday Celebration:
   Kids' Activities 4:00 - 5:00 pm Church Yadi Young 293-9271
   Potluck Dinner 5:00 - 6:30 pm Hall Yadi Young 293-9271
Live Music: Skip Hamilton and Erin Hyre 6:00 - 9:00 pm Store Michelle Reneau 293-4548

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When What Time Where Contact

Dec. 15, Sun. Church Service: Martin Taylor 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Dec. 16, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Suzie Gwost 293-5708
Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 17, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Community Soup Supper:  Holiday Matchett 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589
  & Gary Curtis, Malheur Wildlife Refuge

Dec. 18, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Suzie Gwost 293-5708

Dec. 20, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 21, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Winter Live Music: Fidalgo Swing 6:00 - 9:00 pm Store Michelle Reneau 293-4548
Solstice
Dec. 22, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Chamber Music Concert* 3:30 pm Hall Jacquie Prescott 588-8206
Dec. 23, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Suzie Gwost 293-5708

Dec. 24, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Christmas Eve Service 5:00 pm Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Dec. 25, Wed.
Christmas Day
Dec. 27, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 28, Sat. Guemes Island Annual Bird Count TBD Guemes Tim Manns 336-8753
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 29, Sun. Church Service: Carol Singing 11:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Dec. 30, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cemetery Committee 5:30 pm Store Dixon Elder 293-8935
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Suzie Gwost 293-5708

Dec. 31, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
New Year's Eve Live Music: Fidalgo Swing* 6:00 pm - midnight Store Michelle Reneau 293-4548

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).

Happy Holidays
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When What Time Where Contact

Jan. 1, Wed.
New Year's Day
Jan. 2, Thu. Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Jan. 3, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 4, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Dirt! The Movie 2:00 pm Hall Connie Snell 708-3589

Jan. 5, Sun. Church Council 8:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Jan. 6, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
GIPAC 6:00 pm Church Allen Bush, Jr. 293-7439

Jan. 7, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm TBA Connie Snell 708-3589
Community Soup Supper: Brad Tuininga, 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589
   North Cascades Institute
Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:00 pm Fire Hall Chip Bogosian 293-2760
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 8, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 9, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Pork Noodle Bake 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Church George Meekins 840-9391

Jan. 10, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan.11, Sat. GIPOA Board Meeting 9:30 am Library Howard Pellett 293-8128
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Environmental Film - TBA 2:00 pm Hall Connie Snell 708-3589

Jan. 12, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Jan. 13, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708
Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726

Jan. 14, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Soup Supper: 5th-Graders' Mountain School 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 15, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.

Happy New Year Everyone
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When What Time Where Contact
Jan. 16, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Lasagna 11:30 am - 12:15 am Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

GICCA meeting 7:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2296
Jan. 17, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 18, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Environmental Film - TBA 2:00 PM Hall Connie Snell 708-3589

Jan. 19, Sun. Church Service: The Underground Railroad 11:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
   and African-American Spirituals

Jan. 20, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Martin Luther Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
King, Jr. Day Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Jan. 21, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530

Community Soup Supper: 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589
   Dirt! The Movie, Part 1

Jan. 22, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 23, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Chili and Cornbread 11:30 am - 12:15 am Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
Jan. 24, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 25, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Environmental Film - TBA 2:00 pm Hall Connie Snell 708-3589

Jan. 26, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271
Jan. 27, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128
Cemetery Committee 5:30 pm Store Dixon Elder 293-8935
A Course in Miracles Study Group 6:30 pm 4709 S Shore Dr Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382
Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 28, Tues. Nidra Yoga Meditation 9:15 am Church Anne Jackets 293-0530
Community Soup Supper: 6:00 pm Church Connie Snell 708-3589
   Dirt! The Movie, Part 2
Knitting Night 7:00 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 29, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549
Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 30, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Oriental Chicken with Rice 11:30 am - 12:15 am Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364
CERT Radio Test 7:00 pm Gail Nicholls 293-9540

Jan. 31, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Chinese New Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Ln Jon Prescott 929-6996
Year Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).



 

What you get when you 
list your property with 
Margi: 
 

FULL-TIME PROFESSIONAL REAL 
ESTATE AGENT WITH 11 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

TOP PRODUCING AGENT  

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS OF 
YOUR PROPERTY 

HIGH QUALITY MARKETING 
MATERIALS 

TOP SEARCH ENGINE  
PLACEMENT 

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITES 

CONTINUOUS MARKET UPDATES 

AVAILABLE TO CLIENTS 24/7 

OVER 100 MILLION IN SALES 

SOME OF MARGI’S 2013 PROPERTY SALES 

W 
Windermere Real Estate/Anacortes Properties 

Margi Houghton  

(360) 202-0041 
margi@windermere.com 

www.margihoughton.com 

To view more listings go to GuemesIsland.com 
Specializing in Guemes Island Real Estate 

Guemes Solds 

5992 Guemes Island Rd. 
$355,000 

5344 Beechnut Tree Ln 
$585,000 

6094 W Shore Road 
$720,000 

4592 S. Shore Rd 
$505,635 

4429 Agate Road 
$585,000 

5335 S. Shore Drive 
$365,000 

5651 Section Avenue 
$638,000 

5005 Lewis Lane 
$295,000 

7374 Holiday Blvd. 
$40,000 

7753 Guemes Island Rd. 
$281,000 

Lot 11 Evergreen Ln. 
$45,000 

NHN W Shore Road 
$130,000 

Anacortes Solds 

4104 S Del Mar Dr. 
$903,000 

11172 Marine Dr. 
$929,000 

2112 Minnesota Ave. 
$665,000 

4824 G Loop Rd 
$975,000 

4405 Fir Crest Ct. 
$365,000 

2002 29th Place 
$460,000 

4808 Glasgow Way. 
$303,000 

5309 Sterling Dr. 
$384,000 

13750 Rosario Rd. 
$370,000 

1808 Cedar Springs Ln. 
$238,000 

To all my clients & friends, thanks again for helping me have such a successful real estate year! 
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An etched copper plate (on right) by Beki Killorin is used to make a final print (left).

ETCHED INTO HISTORY
(continued from page 1)
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Island International Artists special-
izes in intaglio, or etching: the process 
of creating artwork by making lines 
and indentations in a metal plate, usu-
ally copper or zinc, and then making 
paper prints from that etched plate.

The artist uses a steel stylus 
and various acids to create lines and 
textures in the metal. Those etched 
indentations then hold ink, which 
transfers to a moistened sheet of paper 
when run through a special press.

This allows the artist to create as 
many as a few hundred copies of an 
original handmade artwork, rather 
than just one.

What Is Etching?

business in Rotterdam, Holland. His 
gallery was a meeting place for artists, 
and Ria had imagined her own life sur-
rounded by artistic people.

A shared vision
This vision was shared by Tony Fos-

ter. Tony had studied art at the Art In-
stitute of California, but had left school 
to work. A divorced father of two, he 
was working at the Chevron Station at 
12th and Commercial. Tony and Ria 
met on a Thursday, and on Friday he 
asked her to marry him.

They moved into the Guemes house 
with their six children, and together be-
gan to build their art business. After 
opening a frame shop and art gallery in 
Anacortes, Ria bought a VW bus and 
drove around to local galleries selling 
prints by Yvonne Davis, one of their 
first artists, and others.

Then, in 1974, their lives sudden-

ly changed. Their house burned to 
the ground, and the combined fam-
ily moved into the little cabin that had 
been the store.

Hard and hungry times followed. 
Tony, an expert carpenter and crafts-
man, built triple-decker bunks for all 
the children, and began to build an 
imaginative shingled house with a man-
sard roof. Ria went on the road as a rep-
resentative for an art company, selling 
prints and scouting for new artists.

With their mom gone, the kids had 
to pitch in and do all the chores. “We 
were a team. I was the cook,” Bruce Van 
Iterson Foster, Ria’s second son, recalls.

A business flourishes
Gradually, Tony and Ria formed a 

unique and inspired business plan. Ria 
outfitted a motor home as an art gal-
lery, with framed prints on the walls and 
a system of drawers to hold the large, 
ever-changing inventory. She would pull 
up to appointments with all kinds of art 
dealers and sell art to them on the spot. 
The business prospered.

After son Bruce learned printmaking 

at Western Washington University, he 
came aboard in 1980, and the missing 
piece of the Island International Artists 
(IIA) business plan fell into place: Bruce 
and Kim Davis, Yvonne Davis’s son, 
built a print studio at the Davis’s house.

Artists often aren’t good businesspeo-
ple—they can be dreamy and distract-
ed and tend to have Big Ideas and make 
Amazing Changes at the last minute. 
IIA managed to foster artists and their 
art, while running a profitable business.

Ria sought out painters or graphic 
artists whose work she knew her cus-
tomers would buy, and invited them to 
come to Guemes to learn to make etch-
ings. Then Ria, Tony, and Bruce would 
oversee etching-plate preparation to 
the highest technical standards, flawless 
printing technique, and reliable delivery. 

Outstanding artists and printmakers 
such as Richard Stauffacher and Beki 
Killorin moved to Guemes to be part 
of what was going on. Tony expanded 
the house to include places for artists to 
stay, a gallery to display and sell prints, 
and a world-class print studio with a 
view of the marsh and the large garden.

Artists were stunned to be lucky 
enough to make etchings in such beau-
tiful surroundings—and then to have 
their work actually sold for them. The 
organization grew, and at one point 
there were 30 artists, 3 printers, and 5 
office staff. Representatives traveled the 
country selling prints. IIA was a hum-
ming center of profit and conviviality.

With hard, unrelenting work, Ria 
and Tony Foster established a unique 
place where creativity could flower. True 

(continued on page 15)
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By Tom Murphy
At the Guemes Island 

Community Center Asso-
ciation (GICCA) meeting 
on November 21, Michael 
Brown brought the GICCA 
board up to date on the work 
he has done so far as co-proj-
ect manager for the School-
house Park Stage project. 
Brown has already met with 
the other co-project mana-
ger, Mark Linnemann, and 
several other people to try to 
get a handle on the projected 
cost to build the stage as cur-
rently designed. He informed 
the board that, in his opinion, 
“The plans, as they currently 
exist, cannot be put togeth-
er for ten or twelve thousand 
dollars.”

Brown raised some basic 
questions about the desired 
functions of the stage: How 
often would it be used and by 
whom? What are realistic  
fundraising goals? How much can our 
community support? Are there ways to 
alter the plans to meet a realistic budget? 

Following some discussion regarding 
how much volunteer labor should be 
figured into the plans, Brown advised, 
“If you use all-island volunteer labor, 
you have to have someone in charge of 
the work,” adding that he wants to be 
realistic about what “volunteer” means: 
“We would still need to have one person 
in charge of building it.”

Brown proposed that his next step 
be to convene a formal committee that 
meets and makes decisions. The board 
concurred. He hopes to have the first 
meeting of this committee sometime 
in January, perhaps before the January 
GICCA meeting. His optimistic  
goal for completion of the project  
is this summer. 

In other business, Mike Gwost dis-
cussed his plans for the Woodchoppers’ 
Ball and reported that some work had 
been completed at the Stage site, includ-
ing trimming and cutting weeds that 

GICCA Sets a Path for Stage Project, 
Elects Members

Bill Everett’s Bladerunner company had 
done.

An election was held for the three 
expired two-year positions on the board. 
Reelected were Norm Prewitt and Lynne 
Myall. Sharon Schlittenhard declined to 
run for another term. Jon Petrich was 
elected to fill her position. President Ju-
lie Pingree announced that the board 
would meet in December to reorganize 
positions on the board.

There will be no GICCA meeting 
in December. Pingree reminded every-
one of the Holiday Dinner at the Hall 
on December 14, at 5 p.m. There is no 
charge for islanders to attend the din-
ner; turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, and 
beverages will be provided. Attendees 
are asked to bring a salad or a dessert.

The board reached no decision on 
choosing a color or contractor for paint-
ing the exterior of the Hall.

The next GICCA meeting is Thurs-
day, January 16, at 7 p.m. at the Com-
munity Center. All island residents are 
invited to attend. 

Michael Brown makes an impassioned plea for sup-
port of the Schoolhouse Park Stage project at the ben-
efit concert on November 2. He challenged islanders 
to build a lasting community asset just as our forbears 
did for us when they built the Hall 100 years ago.

to their early dreams of being surround-
ed by artistic people, they had the intel-
ligence and practical inspiration to suc-
ceed in a precarious business. 

Changing of the guard
After Tony’s death in 1999, Ria re-

tired, and Bruce and his wife, Carol, 
took over. Under their management IIA 
was streamlined to fit leaner times. Their 
son, Max Foster, has joined as a trav-
eling representative. Kris Falconer, the 
only printer for the last 13 years, also 
manages the office with the occasional 
help of Bruce’s sister, Renee Norrie.

“Bruce and Max travel constant-
ly around the country to customers of 
every kind, from high-end interior de-
signers and large city-center galleries, 
to hole-in-the-wall frame shops,” says 
Kris. “Bruce is one of the last salesmen 
to drive around the country, and people 
adore him for that. He can put art right 
into the hands of the buyers.”

In order to hold down costs, the 
property was sold to Sally and Tim 
Riordan, who now live there, renting 
the print studio to IIA. “Everything 
worked out,” says Bruce. “We some-
times made tremendous sacrifices to 
‘feed the beast,’ but the concept is still 
the same and we still have a product of 
very high quality.

“Somehow it always did work out.”

Full disclosure: Since 1997, this writer 
has been one of the artists making etchings 
in the beautiful print studio at Island In-
ternational Artists. 
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(continued from page 14)
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was a child in the ’60s. 
Dan is the nephew of the late and 

beloved Guemes Islanders Don and He-
lene Taylor, and Jim Berentson, a part-
time islander on West Beach. A broth-
er still spends a week at the renamed 
Resort every summer, and Dan reports, 
“We spend a lot of time on Guemes  
Island with my family in the summer. 
Every time I have relatives from out 
of town,” he adds, “we always come 
over and hike up to the top of Guemes 
Mountain to see the view.”

Former Peace Corps volunteers in 
Costa Rica, he and his wife, Susan, have 
been married for 37 years, have three 
grown children, and recently became 
grandparents.  

A team builder and  
communicator

When asked by the Tide to describe 
his management style, he quickly and 
assuredly answered, “I’m a team build-
er. It takes a lot of people to get the job 
done, and you need to empower people 

to do their job and then be supportive 
of them.” 

He is also a firm believer in public 
dialog, transparency, and community 
outreach, something he’s practiced often 
in his career with the county, focusing 
on education and outreach about flood 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR
(continued from page 1)

issues and emergency response in his 
leadership role in natural resources. 

He’s attended several of the annu-
al county meetings here on Guemes, 
which he believes are very helpful, both 
to the county and for islanders. Noting 
that there are six divisions in the pub-
lic works department, he emphasized, 
“Communication between county de-
partments or divisions and local juris-
dictions is extremely important. I think 
county government is all about partner-
ships. We’re all working together.”

The road ahead
Skagit County Commissioner Ron 

Wesen told the Tide that the commis-
sioners have not decided whether they 
will do a search for a new director, indi-
cating they will probably wait until 
next year, after the budget process is 
complete, before they decide. Berentson 
hasn’t decided either whether he would 
want the permanent position and is 
happy to be able to ponder that decision 
for three or four months.

In his county career he has experi-
enced a rapid turnover of public works 
directors, who serve at the pleasure of 
the commissioners. Public Works Di-
rector Chal Martin managed to stay 
for seven to eight years, he noted, but 
there have been six directors in the past 
five years. Berentson is hopeful that the 
county can build some stability into 
the position of public works director. 
“Having a high rate of turnover is never 
good,” he acknowledged.

He also acknowledged the need to 
provide opportunities for career devel-
opment and advancement, especially for 
young employees, in order to retain the 
depth and institutional knowledge that 
is essential for effectively running an 
organization. The county is in its fifth 
year of furloughs, Berentson estimates, 
and has reduced staffing by 70 employ-
ees. “We have to make adjustments. We 
have to become more efficient and more 
accountable. It’s also important that we 
are accessible and responsive,” he con-
cludes. 

To that end, he encourages island-
ers to call about problems: “Give me a 
heads-up of what we should be looking 
for and what we’re not addressing.” 

Dan Berentson at the Guemes ferry office

A reception 
for the quilters of 
the Guemes Island 
Women’s Fellow-
ship will be held on 
Saturday, December 
7, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at the Gaches Man-
sion in La Conner. 
The quilters are be-
ing honored for the 
work they did last 
year finishing the 
top of a quilt made 
by Vina McGraw 
in the 1930s. The 
hand-quilting pat-
tern was designed 
by the late Jacque Stutzman.

The piece, known as the Log Cabin quilt, is part of the permanent collection of 
the La Conner Quilt & Textile Museum. It will be displayed along with other red 
and green quilts in the Gaches Mansion from November 27 through December 
29. The museum, at 703 South Second Street, is open Wednesday through Sunday 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and by appointment.

The quilting group will celebrate its 100th anniversary next year. 

Historic Quilt on Display

Quilters (from left) Anne Passarelli, Terre Scappini, and Rose Fraley 
work on a historic quilt that will be on display at the Gaches Manor 
in La Conner from November 27 through December 29.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

William Prewitt turns 5 on December 1.
Blake Prescott turns 17 on December 3.
Hannah Lenander turns 5 on 
     December 5.
Ryan Simonis turns 18 on December 8.
Dale LaCross turns 88 on December 14.
On December 25, Eddie Clarke turns 13
     and Henry and Nathan Hock turn 9.
Owen McDill turns 9 on December 29.
Agnes Ashback turns 93 on 
     December 30.
Tristan Detering turns 6 on January 9.
Maeve McCracken turns 17 on 
     January 11.
Grace Rydberg turns 100 on January 13.
Sophia McCracken turns 11 on 
     January 16.
Charlie Funk turns 14 on January 25.
Don Passarelli turns 82 on January 27.

Casperson Point Name Change Goes National
By Edith Walden

The final step of accepting the name 
change for Casperson Point was com-
pleted on November 14, when the U.S. 
Board on Geographic Names met and 
approved the proposal submitted by the 
Washington State Board on Geographic 
Names (WSBGN).

The Washington board had approved 
the proposal to rename Guemes’s South-
east Point to Casperson Point in July, 
making the name official in Washington 
state. 

The approval by the U.S. board will 
result in the name being changed in the 
Geographic Names Information System, 
the U.S. Geographical Survey database 
that most cartographers use as their of-
ficial reference. The next edition (due in 
2014) of the survey’s topographic map 
will use the name Casperson Point. The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric As-
sociation will also update their nautical 
charts to reflect the change.

The idea of changing the name was 
first proposed by Win Anderson in 
the Evening Star newspaper shortly af-
ter beloved Guemes ferry captain Gary 
Casperson died at age 60 in November 
2006. “Southeast Point is a name so ge-

neric, so forgettable, so boring,” Ander-
son opined in his “Beachcombing”  
column, “that it really doesn’t deserve 
the company of such landmarks as 
Square Bay, Kelly’s Point, Clark Point, 
Mangan’s Landing, Cook’s Cove, or  
Yellow Bluff.”

Commemorative name changes can-
not be submitted to the WSBGN un-
til five years after the honoree’s death. 
In May 2012, Guemes Island Property 
Owners Association (GIPOA) presi-
dent Howard Pellett proposed that the 
GIPOA board sponsor a campaign to 
rename Southeast Point (see page 11 of 
the July-August 2012 Tide for more in-
formation). 

The board gathered 633 signatures 
on a petition and submitted an applica-
tion to the Washington State Commit-
tee on Geographic Names in November 
that year. 

In the application, GIPOA justified 
the proposed change: “The spectacu-
lar geology, landscape, wildlife, views, 
and prominence of this point deserve 
a name that reflects honor, beauty, and 
meaning. What better name could be 
bestowed than one that honors a man 
who so loved the point, spent half his 

life there, and whose ashes were scat-
tered there on the water; who so loved 
his community and served it so well; 
who was so full of life and enthusiasm; 
and who was so beloved by so many? To 
allow the Guemes community to name 
a landmark after one of its own, in this 
era, will have a profound meaning, hon-
or, and significance for the community 
as a whole.”

Mission accomplished. 
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Guests visiting our mountain last 
summer were encouraged, as an exer-
cise in environmental respect, to remove 
their orange peels in a single piece—eas-
ier to contain. It was not a contest, but 
if it had been, nine-year-old Cameron 
Beardsley would have won in the cat-
egory of “artistic and original form for  
a single-piece flat projection of the skin 
of a spherical object.”

That’s Cameron’s on the right, next 
to the “f-hole” form seen on violins and 
copied by dedicated orange peelers. 
(Full disclosure: Cameron is a not- 
distant relative.) 

•
A related “Beachcombing” Quote of 

the Week (spotted in the Seattle Times) 
urges Congress to fund access to public 
lands because the money not only helps 
local economies “but also drives things 
that fill the soul and help define who we 

are as a nation.” —Sally Jew-
ell, former CEO of REI, now 
head of the U.S. Department 
of the Interior.

•
The repairs on South 

Shore Road got a tryout on 
November 7—but it was a 
day premature and didn’t 
work out well. 

A visitor, Morgan Rolph, 
with business on the island, 
chose to ignore the ROAD 
CLOSED signs (some of 
which had blown down) and 
sneaked through the un-
paved sections.

Uh-oh—busted. As in 
broken, not arrested. I un-
derstand the Les Schwab bill 
was $300-plus to replace two 
punctured tires.

Fortunately for the young 
violator, due to intervention 
by a sympathetic islander the 
sheriff’s response was called 
off. 

•
An off-island fan of the Tide writes:
“You may al-

ready know this, 
but the butterfly 
[featured in “Beach-
combing,” Novem-
ber 2013, page 18] 
is likely a Lorquin’s 
Admiral, fairly com-
mon but always im-
pressive.

“I love reading 
about what you’re 
all doing over on 
Guemes. Wish we 
had a similar paper 
over here.” —Ev-
elyn Adams, Ana-
cortes

•
Favorite toy 

and fantastic gizmo 

store: Red Snapper, owned and operated 
by Guemes Islander Mugsy Duryee. It 
deserves a note. I called the store about 
a specific toy, which she didn’t stock. 
Without hesitation, the clerk gave me 
the name and phone number of a com-
petitor in town. 

•
While I’m on the subject of local 

businesses I love, let me tell you of my 
loyalty to Frontier Building Supply. It 
started in March of 1979. Elaine and I 
had just moved our house to the island 
and approached the bank to release the 
funds to finish the job. For reasons in-
cluding a recession and a signature delay 
on the part of the seller of our property, 
the loan deadline had expired a day ear-
lier. The bank pulled the plug. 

We had a roofless house resting over 
a mud hole on a pair of steel I beams. 
No water, no power, no septic. Just a 
bunch of curious cows and islanders 
coming by to take a look.

As we reeled toward desperation, 
along came this giant of a 120-pound 
retired contractor who offered to help. 
For gas money for his old Ford, Murray 
Read hired a crew and put in an order 
for materials for the basement and roof. 
Murray went to work. 

Long story short: I did the calcula-
tions and figured we could pay the crew, 
make our property payments, pay the 

A conventional "f-hole" orange peel pales next to the 
abstract art form on the right.

The irrepressible Murray Read sets forms for the concrete footings 
for the Andersons' house in 1979.

(continued on page 19)
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rent, and feed the kids. That was it. 
With extreme trepidation, not 

knowing anyone in the building, I 
stepped to the counter at Frontier, 
which at the time was a fledging busi-
ness at the foot of O Avenue. I laid out 
a payment plan that would take about 
two years to discharge. 

No problem, no contract, no inter-
est. Accepted.

I’m not saying that could happen in 
2013. But I recently had an episode of a 
different kind at the same business that 
reaffirmed my faith in this locally owned 
and operated enterprise. 

•
Not to be forgotten, here’s a bou-

quet to our mail lady, Joyce, who helped 
make arrangements for mail delivery 
while our box was blocked off during 
the big dig in front of our house. She 
also cheerfully hand-delivered a legal let-
ter I posted to her truck. 

Then she spotted my bicycle at Rob 
Schroder’s house, ran me down, and 
handed me the signed receipt—all on 
the same day! 

From all the islanders who appreci-
ate your dedication, thank you, Joyce. 

BEACHCOMBING
(continued from page 18)

By Nick Allison
On Wednesday, November 20, Ju-

dith Horton drove off Guemes in a 
packed U-Haul truck, ending 23 years 
as a full-time islander.

Among many, many other contribu-
tions to the life and people of Guemes 
Island, she was a founding member of 
the Guemes Tide team, attending the 
first organizational meetings in Octo-
ber 2009 and helping shape every issue 
of the paper with her sharp, seasoned 
editorial eye; her deep local knowledge; 
and her intelligence, compassion, and 
sense of fair play.

Although she hails from San Diego 
(where for 13 years she edited and pub-
lished a newspaper called Wholistic  
Living News), Judith’s local roots run 
deep: her dad was born and raised near 
Lake Campbell, and her aunt, Thelma 

Farewell and Good Luck, Judith

          

 
 “I have never met a realtor in my entire life who 

works as hard as you and who goes so far  
out of their way to help people.”  

Homebuyer Bill McCarthey, 6094 West Shore Road 

Karen Everett 

(360) 202-7373 

GuemesIs landExpert.com 

Karen’s clients gave her 10 out of 10 in a recent 
independent customer satisfaction survey.  

 

If you’re thinking or buying or selling on Guemes Island, 
choose a top-ranking agent who lives here and knows it well! 

Palmer, lived on 
Guemes from 
1980 to 2013. 
In 1987, after 
years of visiting 
Thelma regular-
ly, she bought 
a farmhouse on 
Guemes Island 
Road, and in 
1990 she and 
her teenage 
daughter, Melis-
sa, moved in.

For more 
than six years 
Judith served as 
a (single) foster 
parent for emo-
tionally disturbed kids, and then spent 
another six-plus years helping admin-
ister that program. As many islanders 
know, she has also taken a special inter-
est in countless Guemes kids and teens, 
a contribution that can’t be measured 
but that lives on in the hearts and minds 
of those she befriended.

Now it’s on to the next phase: she 
is moving to the small town of Rifle, 
Colorado, to be near her brother, sister-

in-law, niece, two grand-nieces, and a 
grand-nephew. Undoubtedly she will 
shape and illuminate their lives, too.

When asked if she had a farewell 
message for islanders, she responded, 
“Thanks for the friendship and support 
through all these 23 years. Guemes is a 
magical, special place, with a wonderful 
sense of community. My thoughts and 
prayers will be with you as you fight to 
keep it that way.” 

Judith (left) reminisces at her farewell party with fellow Tide volunteers 
Anne Casperson (center) and Juby Fouts.

ed
ith

 w
a
ld

en



20     The Guemes Tide     December 2013 - January 2014

By Edith Walden
In 1898, Rudyard Kipling described 

the British-named Burma as “unlike any 
land you know about.” Veteran travel-
ers to Nepal and Bhutan, newlyweds 
Zoanne Hyland and Linda Donato were 
intrigued by the country now known as 
Myanmar, and decided it would be an 
ideal honeymoon destination.

They had already connected to the 
Buddhist spirituality of the Far East, 
and liked that Myanmar tourism had 
not been heavily promoted. They want-
ed a glimpse of a primarily agricultural 
country that was still mostly preindus-
trial. They were not disappointed.

For 17 days in mid-October, they 
traveled with 11 other women on an 

Overseas Adventure Travel guided tour. 
Beginning the trip in Yangon (former-
ly Rangoon), Myanmar’s largest city 
(about 4.6 million people), they be-
gan their encounters with what Linda 
describes as “a tremendous amount of 
gold.” 

Stopping first at the Chauk Htat Gyi 
Pagoda, the home of one of the world’s 
largest reclining Buddhas (216 by 52½ 
feet), they had their first exposure to the 
opulence of gem-encrusted, gold-leafed 
monuments. 

They moved on to the Shwedagon 
Pagoda, a 2,600-year-old temple that 
is clad in 60 tons of pure gold. “We 

viewed the gold-draped, gem-studded 
pagoda at sunset,” they report, “when 
the fading light shimmers off its 326-
foot spire. Few places radiate such a pal-
pable sense of beauty and serenity.”

Then it was on to Bagan, home to 
more than 2,000 shrines, pagodas, and 
stupas (burial mounds) on a remote 
plain, most erected in the 11th and 13th 
centuries. And from there to Mandalay 
for more gold Buddhas, a visit to a gold-
leaf workshop, and a walk along the 
world’s longest teak footbridge (¾ mile).

But the highlight of their trip was 
not the gold: it was the people.

Islanders Discover Myanmar Left: Linda Donato (seated in center) prepares a meal in 
a tribal village near Kalaw, while Zoanne Hyland (seated 
on left in back) looks on. Below: An elaborate barge, 
shaped like a swan and covered in gold leaf, participates 
in an 18-day pagoda festival at Myanmar’s Inle Lake.

Dancing for a Cause

Islanders dance to the folk-rock music of Cannery Underground—(from right) Tim 
Wittman and Dave Perkins—as they played a benefit concert for the Schoolhouse 
Park Stage project on November 2. The event raised $602.
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By Edith Walden
The sixth annual holiday concert 

in the Guemes Island Chamber Music 
Series will be held on Sunday, Decem-
ber 22, at 3:30 p.m. in the Community 
Center. Performing again this year will 
be violinists Nancy 
and David Bean,  
violist Karie Prescott, 
and cellist Lloyd 
Smith. The profes-
sional musicians will 
present a program 
of music by Giorda-
ni, Delius, Mozart, 
Haydn, and Herbert, 
in addition to Christ-
mas tunes. 

The series was 
founded by part-time 
islander Prescott, who 
has a career as a free-
lance recording artist 
in Los Angeles. She 
has performed with 
the Los Angeles Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, 
the Hollywood Bowl 
Orchestra, and the Los Angeles Opera 
Orchestra. Prescott has toured through-
out the U.S., Canada, and Europe. 

Nancy Bean retired from the Phila-
delphia Orchestra after 26 years and  
has soloed with that orchestra and the  
Seattle Symphony, and performed in 
chamber concerts with Emanuel Ax  

**LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS ** 
BURLINGTON 
1-888-557-6778                                                      WHIDBEY ISLAND 

GUEMES ISLAND  
FRIDAY HARBOR 

EAST SOUND 
LYNDEN 

 
 
 
 
1-360-707-5550                                                                            Ask about our  
www.vanderyachtpropane.com                          BUDGET PAYMENT plans 

Chamber Music Concert on December 22
and Yo-Yo Ma.

Her brother, David, is a member of 
the Whatcom Symphony Orchestra. 
Her husband, Lloyd Smith, was coached 
by Pablo Casals and retired from the 
Philadelphia Orchestra after 36 years.

The concerts often 
draw standing-room-
only crowds and are 
sure to please. Tickets 
are $20 and may be 
purchased at Ander-
son’s General Store; 
from Jacquie or Bob 
Prescott, Carol or 
Howard Pellett, or 
Anne Casperson; or at 
the door.

The music series 
recently incorporated 
as a nonprofit that can 
accept tax-deductible 
donations. The board 
has a goal of raising 
$10,000 to sustain the 
series and fulfill future 
programming goals. 
You can send dona-

tions to Guemes Chamber Music. P.O. 
Box 121, Anacortes, WA 98221. Vol-
unteers are also needed; contact board 
members Carol and Howard Pellett or 
Anne Casperson.

For more information about the  
series, visit guemeschambermusic 
.wordpress.com. 

Treasured experiences
While they were impressed by the 

veneration the country had for its mon-
uments—“They don’t just let things go,” 
Linda observes—they were even more 
entranced with Buddhism. “When a 
child is born in a Buddhist family,” Zo-
anne explains, “they’re born good—
they’re just a wonderful person. There’s 
no shame or concept of original sin. I 
think it makes a difference in how you 
view things. There aren’t so many no’s.”

The tour was designed for plenty of 
interaction with people. The travelers 
visited many small workshops to watch 
people making paper, soybean paste, 
swords and knives, paper parasols, weav-
ings, and lacquer-painted objects. They 
went to a Buddhist nunnery, a Christian 
orphanage, and a one-room school.

One day they traveled to a tribal vil-
lage (there are more than 100 tribes in 
Myanmar) near Kalaw. The rural vil-
lage had about 50 dwellings and no 
electricity. Their guide split them into 
small groups, each with a list of food 
to acquire at the fresh market. With-
out speaking the language they managed 
to gather the ingredients from vendors, 
and then gathered at a dwelling where 
they cooked their lunch (grilled frog 
legs, among other things) with villag-
ers. “We had so many giggles,” Zoanne 
remembers, referring to both the tour 
group and the villagers. “That was the 
kind of experience we’ll always treasure.”

Lasting impressions
Mostly the two will remember the 

shy but friendly sweet spirits of those 
they met. They were struck by the jux-
taposition of the opulent monuments 
and the poverty of the people. Their 
group had brought pencils and paper to 
the school and sundries to the orphan-
age. “You would have thought they were 
gold!” Zoanne recounts at the response 
to the simple gifts.

“What I came away with is how I 
have too . . . much . . . stuff !” Zoanne re-
marks. “Every time I buy a latte, I think 
about how that money would last them 
a week. More than any of our trips, on 
this one I was really struck with our 
wastefulness.” 

Cellist Lloyd Smith will return to play 
at the chamber music concert.
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By Edith Walden
About 300 chickens, acquired when 

they were a day old, reached their 
slaughter weight at the end of Novem-
ber in the poultry house that was re-
cently built by the Mwanachama Co-op 
in Zambia. The project was funded by 
donations (many from Guemes Island) 
solicited by island son Stefan Verbano, 
who is serving his second year as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Mwanachama. 

Each Peace Corps volunteer can par-
ticipate once in the Peace Corps Part-
nership Program, which allows a volun-
teer to solicit up to $4,000 in donations 
from family, friends, and neighbors 
at home to fund a development proj-
ect. Stefan’s idea for the poultry house 
would enable villagers to raise an in-
expensive source of protein and gener-
ate a local source of fertilizer to enhance 
vegetable farming. Higher vegetable 
yields will in turn create more waste to 
feed to the chickens. Verbano hopes this 
cycle can eliminate some of the need to 
haul 110-pound bags of fertilizer and 
chicken feed by bicycle from the near-
est town.

The 15-by-45-foot poultry house 
was built using 3,000 hand-molded 
bricks made in the village. The house is 
divided into office space, a brooder area, 
and the main poultry floor. According 
to Verbano, the co-op members “have 

Zambian Poultry Project Up and Running
been vigilant 
about making 
sure the feed-
ers and drink-
ers are always 
full and the 
batteries in 
our night-
light setup do 
not die before 
dawn. The 
members take 
turns sleep-
ing in the 
poultry house 
in an adjoin-
ing room that 
will soon be 
office space. 
The chickens 

are constantly watched.
“The co-op has created what they 

call a ‘duty roster,’ where members sign 
up for their specific jobs (hauling water, 
cleaning drinkers, replacing feed, and 
standing watch at night). Participation 
was slow in the beginning—I suspect 
because people were still incredulous—
but now they see how close they are to 
turning an impressive profit, and I am 
confident that most of the members 
who were timid at first are now con-
vinced.”

Future plans
The co-op expects to collect about 

$1,800 with the first sale of the fully 
raised chickens. At least half of that will 
be designated for chickens, feed, medi-
cine, and supplies to start the next 16-
week cycle of raising broilers. 

Ideas for the remaining profits in-
clude fully stocking the office (ledger 
books, calculator, calendar, and a place 
to solar-charge a cell phone that will 
serve as the co-op’s official communi-
cation line); opening a small commu-
nity shop to sell soap, basic foodstuffs, 
cell-phone credits, batteries, razors, and 
the like; expanding the current poultry 
house for 500 broilers; renting a truck 
to deliver the chickens to other villages 
for a fee; and distributing dividends to 
the co-op members.

The co-op plans to open a bank ac-
count in January and deposit all the in-
come from the chicken sales.

A happy Thanksgiving
Verbano and the other Peace Corps 

volunteers living in Luapula Province 
will celebrate American Thanksgiving 
in the town of Mansa. The bird course 
this year will be six Mwanachama Co-
op broilers, Stefan happily reports. That 
first sale for the co-op will raise 210 
kwacha ($42), and will nourish Verbano 
and fellow volunteers with his proudly 
and very locally grown poultry, “with all 
the fixings,” he adds.

Verbano’s tour with the Peace Corps 
ends in April 2014. For more informa-
tion about the project in recent issues 
of the Tide, see June (page 22), July-
August (page 16), and September (page 
15). Further information about the 
project and about Stefan’s stay in Zam-
bia can be found on linetime.org in a re-
markable series of letters written by Ver-
bano in a section called “Letters From 
an Island Son, Far From Home.” Stefan 
is the son of islanders Larry Verbano 
and Chris Damarjian. 

Stefan Verbano (left) joins villagers in the newly built poultry house.

Cemetery commissioners had Day of 
the Dead decorations added to Edens 
Cemetery on November 1.

Cemetery Comes . . . Alive
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The Guemes Island Environmental 
Trust (GIET) is sponsoring a free film 
series in January that focuses on en-
vironmental awareness. A film will be 
screened every Saturday afternoon at 2 
p.m. at the Community Center. Pop-
corn and juice will be provided.

The first film, Dirt! The Movie, will 
be presented on January 4. This award-
winning documentary provides a hu-
morous and historical view of the living 
matter that sustains the world. Further 
films will be announced.

In addition, GIET is soliciting do-
nations to raise $1,000 to provide a 
scholarship for a Skagit County teen to 
attend the North Cascades Institute’s 
Youth Leadership Adventures program. 
Anacortes teens Stella Tsitsaragos and 
Colin Middleton attended this program 
and were inspired to initiate the installa-
tion of two water-bottle refilling stations 
at Anacortes High School, preventing 
10,000 plastic water bottles from being 
deposited in a local landfill (see page 13 
of the May Tide for more information 
about the project). 

GIET is joining forces in January 
with the Community Soup Supper pro-
gram in focusing on environmental is-
sues during the month. Brad Tuininga, 
the resource development director for 
the North Cascades Institute, will speak 
at the event on January 7 and will be 
followed by other environmental speak-
ers (see page 7). Some of the films in the 
Saturday series will also be shown at the 
supper programs. 

By Edith Walden
For a third year, the Guemes Island Environmental Trust is sponsoring a creativ-

ity contest for Skagit County residents aged 15 through 20. The 2014 contest has 
a narrower political focus that requires contestants to submit work that challenges 
the Skagit County Board of Commissioners to “forbid climate-destroying coal in or 
through our county.”

Submissions may be entered by individuals or teams and may be presented as  
essays, poetry, music, songs, film, or other creative media. The top three winners 
will be awarded prizes of $1,500, $1,000, and $500.

The deadline for submissions is April 15, 2014. 
To request a contest entry form, contact the Guemes Island Environmental 

Trust at P. O. Box 1634, Anacortes, WA 98221 or Juby Fouts (293-2740 or  
jubyfouts@hotmail.com), Carol Pellett (293-8128 or cpellett95@gmail.com), or 
Howard Pellett (293-8128 or howardp71@gmail.com). 

Environmental Film 
Series in January

By Edith Walden
At the Guemes Island Fire Com-

missioners Meeting on November 12, 
newly reelected commissioners Deb 
Bear and Tom Murphy joined president 
Chip Bogosian in voting to approve a 
proposed 2014 budget of $141,020 for 
the Guemes Island Fire Department 
(GIFD). The draft budget is based on 
estimated revenues.

The amount is $16,168 less than the 
2012 budget (and $33,878 less than in 
2011) due primarily to falling tax reve-
nues, which are based on appraisal rates. 

The 2014 budget includes expendi-
tures of $22,704 for salaries and wages; 
$23,400 for office and operating sup-

Fire Commissioners Approve 2014 Budget
plies, postage, tools, and minor equip-
ment; $9,195 for professional and ac-
counting services; $2,575 for telephone 
and Internet service; $15,413 for train-
ing and travel expenses; $8,350 for 
communication equipment and servic-
es; $6,500 for utilities and insurance; 
$16,000 for volunteer stipends; $7,600 
for repairs and maintenance; $10,000 
for major equipment replacement; and 
several other miscellaneous expenses.

Fire Chief Mike Stamper reported 
that as of the end of October, GIFD 
had responded to 32 medical, 2 wa-
ter rescue, and 18 fire calls. The 52 calls 
equal the total number of calls during 
2012. 

Youth Creativity Contest Sponsored  
Again by GIET

The Ones That (Almost) Got Away

In early October, Art and Susie Thomson were staying at a cabin on North Beach be-
longing to Susie’s parents’ (Cronk and Lil Cronkhite). On a beach walk about a mile 
from the cabin, Susie and a friend came upon “our steps!”  The steps had detached 
from their bulkhead and floated down the beach. Art (pictured) retrieved them in 
their 10-foot outboard. Is that Art’s life jacket on top of the stairs?
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Five Years Ago
Fire department volunteer Gerry 

Francis graduates with top honors in 
his class of 20 students in the Skagit 
County Recruit Academy.

Environmental trusts investigating 
the feasibility of a campaign to save the 
mountain will meet this month.

A Thelma Palmer poem, “Anne the 
Good,” dedicated to community fire-
ball Anne Jackets, is read at the talent 
show, which raises $1,000 toward  
a commercial kitchen at the Church. 

—The Evening Star, December 2008

Ten Years Ago
Islanders are stunned to learn that 

without public input the Skagit County 
Public Utility District has applied for a 
million-dollar grant to help fund a com-
munity drinking-water system via pipe-
line from Anacortes. 

An Anacortes man is killed and an-
other critically injured in a car crash at 
West Shore Drive and Edens Road.

Anne and Gary Casperson are fea-
tured in a piece by Betty Crookes.

—The Evening Star, December 2003

Under the headline “Pipeline Grant 
Dead, Buried”: Guemes as a target of a 
water-supply pipeline from Anacortes  
“was given a hasty burial in the after-

math of blistering criticism here.”
Trish Bradley, who before moving to 

Guemes was the first woman motorcy-
cle police officer in Arizona, is featured 
in a profile by Betty Crookes. Her hus-
band, Kelly, concluded his career with 
the Maricopa County sheriff’s depart-
ment as head of security for the 2001 
World Series.

—The Evening Star, January 2004

Fifteen Years Ago
Jane Read, Bob Easton, and Pete 

Haas are elected to the Community 
Center council. 

A widespread, 36-hour power outage 
leads to island resourcefulness as homes 
without generators lose water pressure, 
refrigeration, and (horrors!) cable TV. 

Some Anacortes residents ferry over 
for fuel, as word circulates that Ander-
son’s Store has the only operating gas 
pump between Mangan’s Landing and 
east Mount Vernon. 

A few island troglodytes complain 
to volunteers about the color, size, or 
placement of the new official address 
signs posted around the island.

Don Taylor—minister, ship cap-
tain, and boat builder—is featured in 
a piece by the Star editor.

—The Evening Star,  
December 1998

One Hundred Years Ago
“A Guemes Island Grange was orga-

nized last evening with a membership 
of twenty-four. Organizer Fred Cham-
berlain instituted the new Grange. C. A. 
Dunn was elected master; Mr. Kenough, 
secretary; and W. W. Boynton lecturer.”

“Upwards of 100 turkeys were dis-
tributed . . . in a three-day turkey shoot 
on Sunday sponsored by Nate Lewis at 
the John Goodwin store.”

—Anacortes American,  
December 18 & 25, 1913

“Captain Harry Rickabee has in-
creased ferry service to Guemes Island 
from six daily trips to eight owing to 
population rise and rider demand.”

—Anacortes American,  
January 15, 1914

Trish Bradley on her police motorcycle
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