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South Shore Road Construction Scheduled for Summer
Two-Lane Traffic Returning in Widened Areas
By Edith Walden
Skagit County Public Works Department has scheduled two construction
projects for South Shore Road this summer. Each will require closing the road
for 10 to 15 days to all but the residents
whose driveways fall within the closed
area; the road will also remain open to
service vehicles (such as those for the
Post Office and delivery companies) and
emergency vehicles.
Islanders may remember when South
Shore Road was open only to westbound traffic starting at the “chicken
foot” intersection near Holiday Hideaway. Eastbound drivers were required
to travel north on Guemes Island Road,
east on Edens Road, and then through
the Valley to the chicken foot.
Fortunately, that route will only be
necessary twice this year, and the construction will result in a return to twolane traffic in the affected areas.

north into the existing right of way by
up to 11 feet. Two-lane traffic will then
be restored to this section of the road.
Only three driveways will be affected
during construction.

Soil nailing and road widening
west of Cayou Creek

In late July or early August, a comprehensive project will restore the road
that has caved in near Cayou Creek and
prevent further erosion on the bluff. The
south lane of this section of road is also
currently closed to traffic.
Up to 150 feet of pavement will be

removed from the road. The underlying
soil will be removed and replaced with
more stable soil. A wire-truss wall about
96 feet long will be installed where the
road has sloughed off.
Spiralnails (a brand of soil nail) will
be driven into the bank about 10 to 18
feet to hold the wire-truss wall in place.
The bins of the wire-truss wall will be
filled with rock. To see photographs of a
similar project completed by the Public
Works Department of Island County,
visit hilfiker.com/spiralnail/img/
SNParkerA.html.
(continued on page 4)

Fire Department Turns 50

Culvert replacement and road
widening at milepost .46

win anderson

In June, the culvert at milepost .46
that channels ditch water over the high
bank through an open drain will be replaced with an 18-inch high-density
polyethylene pipe. The closed pipe will
run down the bluff and deliver the drain
water to a diffuser on the beach. The
open culvert has contributed to significant erosion of the bluff, undercutting
the road and requiring the south lane
of the road at that point to be closed to
traffic.
About 500 feet of road in that area
will be widened by moving the road

These are the neighbors who, as first responders, are tasked with your safety on Guemes.
(FF = firefighter; EMT = emergency medical technician; WEMT = wilderness EMT.) They are,
from left, Chief Medical Officer Nancy White, FF/WEMT; Bob White, FF; Chief Mike Stamper,
FF/EMT; Zander Woofenden, FF; Claire Woofenden, Jr. FF; Dave Margeson, FF; Larry Pyke,
FF/WEMT; Assistant Chief Gerry Francis, FF/EMT; Public Information Officer Lorraine
Francis; Diane Murray, support staff; Olivia Snell, FF; and Tom Fouts, FF/EMT. Not pictured
are Commissioner Deb Bear, FF/EMT; Juby Fouts, EMT; Mark Linnemann, FF; Tim Powell,
FF/EMT; Mark Spahr, FF/EMT; and Lori Stamper, FF. See pages 8–9 for more on the department’s anniversary.
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Letters
Marriage equality on Guemes

To the island community,
Now that Proposition 74 has passed
and marriage equality is the law in
Washington, I’d like to remind islanders
that—as clergy in a denomination that
has supported marriage equality nationally, and as agents of the state authorized
to perform marriages—Guemes Island
Community Church clergy do perform
same-gender marriages under the law.
Any of us are happy to be contacted
with questions regarding marriage by interested island couples.
—Bob Anderson

Generosity and gratitude

To the readers of the Guemes Tide:
We are fortunate to live in this community where generosity is something
we can count on. The Community Center Council sponsored a fundraiser to

place an automated external defibrillator (AED) in the Community Center.
Many islanders donated their time and
money to that project.
When Jim and Bea Cashetta became aware of this effort, they donated their home AED to the Community
Center. Frank Dehn took in this unit
for calibration. Frank and Deb Dehn,
when they learned that the shock pads
were out of date, got new pads for both
adults and for children and donated
them.
We have an island full of generous
people! We now have an up-to-date
defibrillator in the Hall. It is mounted
in a white cabinet next to the door into
the kitchen. Stop by and take a look.
Thank you, one and all. We all appreciate this gift to the Guemes community,
though we hope we will never need it.
—Rob Schroder

Time to Renew Your Subscription?
It’s February, the month we began publishing, which means
it’s time for most of our subscribers to renew their subscriptions.
Please check the address label on the back cover of your Tide.
If it reads “Expires 2013.02” (meaning February 2013), this is
your last issue. We’d love to receive your renewal by February 22,
which will ensure you won’t miss an issue.
A gold renewal form and self-addressed envelope are included
with this issue for your convenience. You may also renew online
at guemestide.org.

Call for Volunteers: The Tide Is
Seeking a Bookkeeper
As our friend and key volunteer Thea LaCross prepares to leave Guemes
(sob), the Tide staff is attempting to fill several holes her departure creates. One
is the role of bookkeeper for the paper.
We’re seeking a volunteer who could willingly offer:
• Bookkeeping experience, preferably with QuickBooks
• Around 5 to 7 hours a month billing, invoicing, entering deposits, and running reports
• A willingness to work with a devoted, consensus-based volunteer team, and
to attend a meeting every few months
• Creative contributions to a volunteer enterprise that’s important to the
Guemes community.
We would also love to find another writer/reporter for the paper.
If you have any interest in either of these jobs, please contact us at
editorial@guemestide.org or 299-9999.
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Sparse Attendance at Ferry Committee Quarterly Meeting
received by the county to replace creosote dolphins at the Anacortes dock.
In 2013, Public Works plans to hire
a marine consultant to conduct a study
of ferry operations and to
develop longrange plans for
the ferry system, including the possible
replacement
of the current
ferry. There was
some discussion among the committee members
and audience regarding County Commissioner Ken Dahlstedt’s comment
that a new ferry would need to be purcarol steffy

By Tom Murphy
At the Ferry Committee quarterly meeting on December 2, committee
members discussed alternative ways to
hold elections
for new members. Chair Glen
Veal pointed out
that the last two
elections had
contested positions, and the
costs to print
and mail ballots to islanders
each year were between $550 and $585.
Should there be another contested election this year, Veal projected that the
costs may exceed $600, money the committee doesn’t have.
The committee has no mechanism
for raising funds and depended on generous donations to pay for last year’s
election. Ferry Committee bylaws require that ballots for contested Ferry
Committee elections must be mailed
to all islanders who are registered to
vote in the Guemes precinct (630 as
of November 6).
Comments from the sparse crowd—
five people, including this reporter—included discussions about the security of
ballots, proper identification of qualified
voters, and protecting the anonymity of
voters through an email voting system.
Veal announced that the Ferry Committee annual meeting will be moved to
February 17 (see sidebar on this page)
to allow the committee time to design a
process for email voting.
Committee members also discussed
the 2012 Annual Ferry Operations Report that was presented to the county
commissioners by Ferry Operations Division Manager Rachel Beck and Public
Works Director Henry Hash on November 27. The report contained several
items of accomplishment, including obtaining a permit to allow the transportation of gasoline in vehicles on the ferry,
the establishment of “peak” and “nonpeak” schedules, and extending the last
Sunday run to 10 p.m. during the peak
schedule. Also mentioned was the grant

chased through a fare-recovery model.
Veal pointed out that fare recovery should not be a strategy for funding
capital projects, and that he had mentioned the same to Commissioner Dahlstedt. Veal further mentioned that the
Ferry Committee would have great interest in this topic and would expect to
be involved in any decision of this magnitude.
Finally, Veal commented on the lack
of an audience at this quarterly meeting: “It appears that the ferry system is
in good shape and there are not a lot of
problems, given the number of people
who are here. This is the smallest turnout ever and it appears the Ferry Committee is being successful in helping resolve issues with the service.”

Ferry Committee Annual Meeting Is February 17
The Ferry Committee’s annual meeting will be held on Sunday, February 17, at
2:30 p.m. at the Community Center. The Ferry Committee position held by Steve Orsini
will be open for election. Orsini has decided to run again for that position. Nominations
for other candidates may be made at the annual meeting.
Ferry Committee chair Glen Veal told the Tide that the committee intends to have
a process for email voting established by the February meeting in case the position is
contested. The process will include alternatives for voting by those who do not have
computers.
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SOUTH SHORE ROAD

Permitting process is underway

courtesy skagit county public works

Because the construction will take place within 200 feet of the shoreline, special permits are required from the Skagit County Planning Department and the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. Public Works Engineering Technician Torey Nelson told the Tide that the permitting process is underway and discussions with the appropriate permitting agencies have been occurring for almost
a year. A shoreline substantial-development permit with a variance will be required

This aerial-view diagram shows the section of South Shore Road (running left to right in
the center) where the wire-truss wall and soil nails will be installed.

for the widening of the road at the culvert installation project. U.S. Army Corps of
Engineer permits were not required because the projects remain above the ordinary
high-water mark on the shore. Shoreline exemptions will be made for the soil nailing, bank protection, and the closed pipe and diffuser.
Funding for the projects comes from the Skagit County Road Fund. Requests
for proposals will be issued in February and March.

Courtesy Hilfiker Retaining Walls

(continued from page 1)
To prevent further erosion
on the bluff, which is currently sloughing about one foot per
year, Spiralnail “spiders” will be
installed at the base of the truss
wall, descending down the bank
for about 20 feet. According to
Senior Project Engineer Larry Krueger, the spiders are sixpronged rebar configurations that
are attached to the Spiralnails,
This wire-truss wall was installed in Island County.
holding the soil in place. Topsoil will be added to the bank and native vegetation (probably Nootka rose) will be
planted over the spiders, interlocking with them to further stabilize the bluff. To see
photographs of the spiders, go to hilfiker.com/spiralnail/img/SpiderA.html.
The road stabilization on the south side of this project will allow for the return
of two-lane traffic in the project area.

Community Center
Association
Announces Officers
By Thea LaCross
Two community members joined officers and trustees of the Guemes Island
Community Center Association (GICCA) for the monthly meeting on January 17.
President Julie Pingree reported that,
during their postelection executive session, she and the other board members
had agreed to return to the positions
they held last year: vice president, Sharon Schlittenhard; secretary, Kathleen
Phillips; treasurer, Norm Prewitt; and
trustees, Lynne Myall, Kelly Bush, and
Rob Schroder.
At that executive session the board
also identified goals for the coming year.
Administrative items on the list include
improving the Hall calendar and scheduling, and updating the rental agreement.
Other important goals mentioned
were helping the Schoolhouse Park
Stage project move forward (all permits
are now in hand) and continuing to encourage varied community events and
activities at the Hall.
One such popular event from last
year is already on the calendar: talented islanders (and isn’t that everyone?)
should note that the 2013 Talent Show
will take place on May 11. That means
there’s still time to get your act together!
Details will be announced soon.
Kathleen and Julie invited islanders
to a Project Day on Monday, February
18, for cleaning, some interior painting,
and other “spruce up” projects. No need
to sign up—just come ready to enjoy
working on the Hall with your neighbors (and great cookies, too!).
Tidying up also means sending leftbehind potluck and other items back to
their old homes—or on to new ones.
Check the “Lost” box at the Hall for
things you may have forgotten; orphans
will be donated in April. Please call a
trustee if you’d like to pick up or check
for lost items.
The next meeting is Thursday, February 21, at 7:00 pm.
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A Gift of the Heart
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edith walden

New Regulations
on Carbon
Monoxide Alarms
Devices Now Required for
All Residences

Jim and Bea Cashetta donated an automated external defibrillator to the Community Center. The Philips HeartStart defibrillator is now installed in a protective case on the outside
kitchen wall next to the door to the deck. (See “Letters” on page 2.)

Woodchoppers’ Ball Is February 23

courtesy polecat

The 26th annual Woodchoppers’ Ball will be held on Saturday,
February 23, at the Community
Center. Polecat, a bluegrass/Americana band, will play. The band was
voted the best in Bellingham last
year by the Bellingham Weekly.
Proceeds from the Ball will
go to the Schoolhouse Park Stage
project. Tickets are $8 for adults,
$7 for seniors, and $5 for teens.
Children 12 and under get in free.
A potluck dinner will begin at
6 p.m., followed by an open mike
from 7 to 8 p.m. Polecat will play
from 8 to 11 p.m. A raffle for prizes, including ricks of wood, will
be held throughout the evening.
The popular wood-chucking contest will also be revived this year.
Plans for the Schoolhouse Park
Stage will be on display, and a
Popular Bellingham band Polecat will play at the
Woodchoppers’ Ball on February 23.
signup sheet will be available for
volunteers who might have labor
or materials available to donate for the building phase of the Stage.
Get ready for a fun time dancing those winter blues away, or—as organizer Mike
Gwost says of the Yeti-themed event this year—“Are you Yeti to rock the Hall?” For
reservations, call Mike or Suzie Gwost at 293-5708.

By Edith Walden
As of January 1 of this year, a new
Washington state law requires that
carbon monoxide (CO) alarms be installed in existing apartments, condominiums, hotels, motels, and singlefamily residences.
The only exemption is for owneroccupied single-family residences that
have been legally occupied before July
26, 2009. Such residences are not required to have CO alarms until they are
sold, although occupants would certainly be safer if the alarms were present.
According to the Office of the State
Fire Marshal, more than 1,000 Washington residents died of carbon monoxide poisoning from 1990 to 2005.
During the December 2006 windstorm
more than 300 people were treated in
hospitals for CO poisoning, and 8 died.
The poisonous gas cannot be seen or
smelled and can kill within minutes.
Operating generators in garages or
near air intakes and using charcoal or
gas grills indoors are common causes
of CO poisoning during power outages. Appliances that burn fuel (natural
gas, propane, oil, kerosene, coal, wood),
fireplaces, and attached garages are also
sources of CO.
The law requires that alarms be located outside each separate sleeping
area, in the immediate vicinity of the
bedroom and on each level of the residence. Single-station carbon monoxide
alarms must be listed as complying with
UL 2034, and installed in accordance
with the code and the manufacturer’s
instructions. Combined CO and smoke
alarms are permitted.
Alarms are inexpensive (as low as
$18) and are easy to install. They can
be found at most hardware stores and
many of the big-box stores.
Don’t forget to change the batteries
annually.
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Blood Drive Returns
February 9
On Saturday, February 9, a
mobile unit from the Puget Sound
Blood Center will be parked in
front of the Guemes Island Community Church. Appointments for
blood donations will be scheduled from 8 to 10:30 a.m. and
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Drop-in
donors will be worked into the
schedule on a space-available
basis.
If you haven’t donated blood
elsewhere after December 15,
2012, you may make an appointment or get more information by
calling Juby Fouts at 293-2704 or
Lorraine Francis at 293-8364. At
least 25 donors are needed for
the drive to occur, so call soon to
make that appointment.
The last blood drive on
Guemes was on July 21.

Mitercraft Displays Photos on Wood at Store
Islanders Ron and Julie Flint,
owners of Mitercraft, will display
photographs in the Loft at Anderson’s General Store February
through March. A reception will
be held in the Loft on Saturday,
February 2, at 5 p.m.
The mostly local images,
many of which were taken by the
Flints, are printed on high-quality, sustainably grown plywood.
Using a new process of printing
with an ultraviolet flatbed printIn this photo—taken by Julie Flint and then printed
er, the photos can be printed in
onto wood—Aaron and Max Illman play on a raft on
color, black and white, or sepia
North Beach in 1991.
onto the wood in such a way as
to allow the wood grain to show through. This produces an interesting effect that is
especially appealing when used with historic photos. The photos will be displayed on
framed and unframed wood. A photograph printed on wood and turned into a puzzle
will also be on display.
Mitercraft has been in business on Guemes for 21 years producing fine woodworking pieces using laser and marquetry techniques. They are especially known for their
bookmarks. For more information, see mitercraft.com.

Community Soup Supper Programs
The Soup Supper organizers recently renamed
the popular Tuesday-night
programs to “Community
Soup Supper” to emphasize that the presentations
(and meals) are open to all
and are designed to be of
general interest.
The meal begins at 6 p.m., with programs at 7 p.m.
On February 5, Professor Emeritus Gene Kiver will
share his experiences in working toward establishment of
the Ice Age Floods National Geologic Trail, a proposed network of marked routes extending across parts of Montana,
Idaho, Washington, and Oregon. He will discuss the effects
of the cataclysmic floods that swept through parts of the
Pacific Northwest and will discuss his recent book, On the
Trail of the Ice Age Floods–Northern Reaches, coauthored with
Bruce Bjornstad.

On February 12, Guemes poet Gary Davis will provide
the Valentine’s Day program that may include love poems for
seniors and other children, poems of love and enduring tolerance, or steamy love poems. Come and find out.
On February 19, islander Gary Curtis looks back 51 years
to the design and construction of the Space Needle. Curtis
worked on the building’s structural engineering. His presentation includes a film on the fabrication and construction
by Paccar. Curtis recently attended and was interviewed for
events commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Needle.
The interview trailer can be viewed at vimeo.com/52237120.
On February 26, Guemians John and Patty Rose, representing the Washington chapter of the Nature Conservancy,
will describe their project that is restoring health to the forests of the East Cascades. Joining them will be Kevin Morse,
the conservancy’s Puget Sound program manager, who will
describe local estuary-restoration projects, including Fisher
Slough and Port Susan Bay, which benefit farmers and help
preserve salmon, birds, and wildlife.

The Guemes Tide February 2013

Gathering Lunch Menus
Diners happily returned to the
first Gathering lunch of the year
on January 10. The lunches, sponsored and prepared by Guemes
Connects, will be held throughout the spring at the Church on
Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. Free blood-pressure
checks are available, and 15-minute massages for $10 are offered
by by Carol Parks from 11:30 a.m. From left: Cooks Sharon Hughlitt, Lorraine Francis,
to 1 p.m. Lunches can also be de- Susan Rombeek, Kathy Finks, Julie Hopkins, and
livered to shut-ins by arrangement Anne Passarelli prepared the first Gathering lunch
in the new year.
(contact Lorraine Francis at 2938364). A suggested donation for the meal is $4.00.
On February 7, Sharon Hughlitt and Lorraine Francis present a baked-potato
bar. On February 14, Kathy Finks prepares salmon for Valentine’s Day. On February 21, Gail Messett serves barbeque beef. On February 28, Sharon Hughlitt cooks
Mexican lasagna.

•Save the Date•
Editors’ note: This section lists island
events we think readers might want
to know about more than a month in
advance—especially those that require
pre-registration and planning.
• Islander David Rockwood is
organizing a book and media sale to
benefit the Guemes Island Library that
will be scheduled for March. If you
have unwanted books, CDs, DVDs,
videotapes, or audiobooks you’d like to
donate, drop them off during Library
hours (Monday and Wednesday 2 to
4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m., and Friday and
Saturday 2 to 4 p.m.) or call 293-9052
to arrange for pickup. The sale date will
be announced on linetime.org and in
the March issue of the Tide.
• The community Talent Show is
scheduled for May 11.

Fosbre-Starr Wedding
About 70 guests, including a number of islanders, attended what they thought was a Christmas Open House last December 23 to celebrate a newly built addition at the Olympia
home of former islanders Marilee Fosbre and Peggy Starr.
The group was called into the living room, where a soloist
sang “Can’t Help Falling in Love.” A gasp went through the
crowd, followed by cheers, when the minister announced that
a wedding was taking place.
Marilee and Peggy have been together for 18½ years, 10
of them on Guemes. They thank all the islanders who helped
pass Referendum 74, which made their wedding possible, and
the well-wishers who could not attend the ceremony.
Left: Former islanders Marilee Fosbre (left) and Peggy Starr (center)
were married December 23 by Linda Lunsford.

Sam Gladish Weds
Islanders Andy and Jackie Gladish and Zane and Dawn Stalnaker of Barstow, Calif.,
proudly announce the marriage of Samuel David Gladish and Jennifer Lauren McBrienStalnaker at the Skagit County Courthouse on December 28, 2012. The witnesses were
Sam’s brother Isaac and Jennifer’s sister Jessica Walker-Wyse.
The Gladishes held a reception at the Guemes Community Center on December 30.
This included an Ojibwa custom of wrapping the couple in a ceremonial blanket while
their family and friends “wrap” them in their good wishes and best advice for a successful relationship. That ceremony was followed by a great potluck and even better jam session with many island musicians.
The groom was home on leave from the army and is currently finishing his last weeks
of basic training at Fort Benning, Georgia. The bride will remain at her home in Oak
Harbor until they know where Sam will be stationed.
Right: Sam Gladish and Jennifer McBrien-Stalnaker wed at the Skagit County Courthouse.
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Wallie Funk collection/Guemes Historical Society

Happy 50th Birthday to the Guemes

WIN ANDERSON
courtesy gifd

The current flagship of the fire department fleet, this
2005 Pierce Contender was the first piece of rolling
stock ever purchased new by the Guemes Island Fire
Department. Operators in this photo are Chief Mike
Stamper and (driving) Assistant Chief Gerry Francis.

The 1955 Ford pumper parks in front of the finished
fire station, named after Robert E. Howard, the second fire chief of District 17.

courtesy gifd

The island’s first fire truck rolled off the ferry Almar
in 1963 driven by Bob “Pappy” Howard. Overseeing
the historical moment is Captain Gene Horton in the
pilothouse. It is not known how long the rig served.
Left to right: Wade Gilkey, Bob Garland, Jim Dewar, Bob Howard, Clarence Keith,
and Wayne Corrington take a break from their volunteer labor building the first
fire station in 1963.

50 Years of Fire Protection
By Win Anderson
In January 1963, the Anacortes Reporter announced that a small pumper
truck was loaned to the Guemes Island Fire District by the Bayview Volunteer Fire Department.
“[This] has given the Islanders the first fire protection in the history of
the island,” said the story. “With the first hurdle cleared the fire commissioners appointed Bob Howard fire chief and met to sign up volunteer firemen.”
Howard told the Reporter the truck was a loaner, first owned by Burlington then Bayview, which purchased it with a token payment of one
dollar.
The Guemes Island Fire Department had its roots in a 4-mill levy,
meaning $4 for each $1,000 of assessed property value, promoted in 1960
by the Guemes Island Improvement Club (now the Community Center
Association). The levy raised about $850 per year, enough to allow the purchase of property and not much more, under commissioners Fred Grant,
Ralph Stockton, and Stan Garner.
Then, in the summer of 1962, a fire at the West Beach home of the
Clifford Weigel family, which had to be fought with garden hoses, gave urgency to the need for activating the department. A $6,000 bond issue was
placed on the November 1962 ballot and it carried by “almost 100 per
cent.” That was followed by a $1,200 building fund drive under the newly
formed commission of Robert Garland, Allen Veal, and Garner. Garland
was asked to draw plans for the fire station (which eventually was named
for Robert “Bob” or “Pappy” Howard).
“Volunteer firemen will begin training next week,” Chief Howard told
the Reporter for its January 23, 1963, edition.
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Island Fire Department

The Guemes Island Fire Department’s earlier days were part of the conversation as these
“retired” firefighters gathered for an Evening Star portrait in 1996. Pictured with the 1955
Ford pumper, which was also being retired that year, are (from left) Marv Schoultz, Bob
Kager, Phil McCracken, Dean Townsend, Stan Marean, Jim Nelson, Felix Edmunds, Gene
LeRoy, and Grant Kelley.

Fire Department Firsts
By Edith Walden
Here are some of the “firsts” for the Guemes Island Fire Department:
• On February 21, 1961, islanders narrowly passed the first district levy and bond
issue to establish Guemes Island Fire District #17.
• The first meeting to organize the volunteer department was held on January 21,
1963.
• The first fire chief was Stanley Garner, followed shortly by Robert E. Howard,
who also served as the first secretary for the fire commission.
• The first firefighters were Gale Brado, A. S. Churchill, Wayne Corrington, J. C.
Dewar, Robert E. Howard, George Humble, J. O. McClung, Philip McCracken,
Ralph Petterson, C. J. Reutter, Melvin Rose, Ralph R. Stockton, and Allen R. Veal.
Only McCracken survives.
• The first volunteers graduated on May 23, 1963, from training conducted on
the island by the Washington Board of Vocational Education.
• The first fire station was built by volunteer labor and donations on a 50-foot lot
that was purchased for $100.
• Chief Bob Porter installed the first siren in 1970 or 1971. Prior to that, firefighters were called out on nonportable Plectron radios or by phone tree.
• Chris Darmajian was the first female member of the fire department—in 1980.
• The first EMTs completed their 14-week training in Anacortes in 1981. Twice a
week Al Bush, Chris Damarjian, Felix Edmunds, Dean Townsend, and Larry Verbano crossed the Channel (often in inclement weather) in Marv Shoultz’s 14-foot aluminum boat equipped with Bush’s motor. They returned home long after the last 6
o’clock ferry. Prior to EMT training, firefighters were trained only in basic first aid.
• Solar panels were installed on the Fire Hall in 2007 to provide backup power.
• The Jaws of Life were purchased in 2011.
• Deb Bear was appointed as the first woman commissioner last year.
• The longest-serving firefighter is Arn Veal, who served 29 years, just five months
longer than Dave Rogers. The longest-serving active firefighter is Bob White, who
has chalked up 24 years and 9 months.

Deb Bear Takes
Office as Fire
Commissioner
By Edith Walden
Deb Bear was sworn in as District
17 (Guemes Island) Fire Commissioner
on December 6, filling the vacancy
left by Nick Nicolls, who resigned in
November. Bear is also a firefighter
and EMT with the Guemes Island Fire
Department, serving since 2004, when
she first moved to Guemes.
Bear was first drawn to firefighting
in the 1970s, when women were first
being hired in city fire departments.
A broken leg cut those dreams short.
In 2001, she joined the District 13 Fire
Department, serving Summit Park and
La Conner and surrounding areas, including Shelter Bay and the Swinomish
Reservation. She was valedictorian in
her class at the Fire Training Academy
and graduated at the top of her EMT
class with Skagit County Medic One.
She was appointed Assistant Fire Chief
in District 13. Bear is the first woman to
serve as commissioner in District 17.
Bear has a background as a program manager in technology. As commissioner, she is interested in assuring
that funds are allocated appropriately
for equipment and training. She also
wants to look for ways to better encourage people’s participation in the
fire department, particularly in recruiting and retaining younger people.
And she wants to learn from the other
commissioners and the expertise they
bring from their backgrounds.
“It’s a good feeling to help,” she
told the Tide. “I want to be sure our fire
department remains in compliance
with rules and regulations and makes
good use of taxpayer money,” she
adds.
Her position will be open for
election in November along with the
position Tom Murphy currently fills.

Notice

Fire Commissioners’ regular
meeting, February 12, 2013,
at 7:30 p.m. at the Fire Hall
Public welcome
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Community Receives Dishes and Insulated Containers
edith walden

By Lorraine Francis, Gathering
the Community Emergency
meal coordinator
Response Team (CERT). The
Last year Guemes Connects
Auxiliary had recognized the
was the beneficiary of half of
need for insulated beverage and
the funds raised at the annual
food containers during the long
plant sale, which was spearheadnight of the Clark Point fire as it
ed by Toni Schmokel. In additried to provide warm food and
tion, several islanders we assisted
drinks for more than 100 first
with medical equipment, meals,
responders while they took their
and respite care made generous
breaks to refuel and rehydrate.
donations. Guemes Connects is
Since many of the Guemes
an all-volunteer group of neighConnects volunteers are also
bors helping neighbors, and our
involved with CERT and/or
From
left,
Gail
Nicolls,
Toni
Schmokel,
Lorraine
Francis,
policy is to use any funds we reGIFD in some capacity, the reDon Passarelli, and Kim Stamper receive newly purchased
ceive to reinvest in the commumaining donated funds were
insulated containers for use by CERT and the GIFD Auxillary
nity. Because of these generous
used to purchase an additiongifts we have been able to invest during emergencies.
al insulated beverage containin two projects.
er, two insulated soup containers, and
for the Community Holiday Dinner.
A set of new dishes was purchased
The Church’s extra, nonmatching dishes an insulated pan carrier for transportfor the Guemes Island Community
were given to the Community Center to ing foods. Dick’s Restaurant Supply in
Church, where the Gathering Lunch
Mount Vernon gave Connects a very
fill out their set.
and the Men’s Breakfast groups have
generous discount on the purchase of
Funds raised at the Men’s Breakfast
both run short of plates while serving
the Cambro containers.
group’s annual pancake breakfast were
meals. The white break-resistant set pro- designated to go toward the purchase
Thank you to all who participated in
vides complete place servings (dinner
the annual plant sale and the pancake
of an insulated beverage container for
and salad plates, soup bowl, and mug)
breakfast, or who serve your fellow isemergency use by the Guemes Island
for 120 diners.These dishes are also used Fire Department (GIFD) Auxiliary and
landers through Guemes Connects.

Francis Appointed Information Officer
The fire commissioners unanimously approved Fire Chief Mike Stamper’s request that Lorraine Francis be appointed to a permanent position of public information officer at their January meeting. Francis has been serving in that position on
an interim basis since July.
She will serve as support staff and will cover meetings, manage press releases,
and communicate with media outlets about routine events. Fire department officials
will continue to handle emergency events. She will receive the same compensation
and benefits that all firefighters receive, in addition to monthly compensation for
attending meetings and posting press releases.

Nick Nicolls Thanked for Service
By Lorraine Francis
The Guemes Island Church Fellowship Hall was aglow with holiday lights and
festively decorated tables as the Guemes Island Fire Department members and their
families arrived for the 4th Annual Holiday Dinner Celebration on December 7.
The guest list included current and former fire commissioners, secretary Carol Pellett, and retired department personnel.
Baked Cornish game hens accompanied a wonderful array of potluck salads,
side dishes, and scrumptious desserts that were enjoyed by all. One of Santa’s helpers presented gifts to the kids of the firefighters.
Chief Stamper thanked everyone for their dedication to training and service
with the fire department. Newly retired Fire Commissioner Richard “Nick” Nicolls
was recognized and thanked for his 15 years of service.

Fire Department
Responds to 58
Calls in 2012
The Guemes Island Fire Department (GIFD) responded to 58 emergency calls in 2012—the same number as in 2011, Fire Chief Mike Stamper
reports. Here’s the official count:
• Medical: 40
• Fire: 16
• Airplane accidental landing and
emergency takeoff: 2
• Hazard investigation: 0
• Motor vehicle accidents: 0
• Water rescue: 0
Two notable responses by GIFD
include their exceptional work (along
with 12 other fire districts) at the
massive Clark Point Road fire (see the
June 2012 issue of the Tide) and their
standby response to Charles White’s
flight takeoff from the field next to
Anderson’s General Store (see the
July/August issue).
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When

What

Time

Where

Contact

Feb. 1, Fri.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation

8:00 - 10:00 am

7133 Glencoe Lane

Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Groundhog Day Art Reception: Mitercraft

5:00 - 7:00 pm

Store

Charlotte Clifton 293-4548

Feb. 3, Sun.

Church Council

8:00 am

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Church Service: Tony Robinson

9:30 am

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

A Course in Miracles Study Group

6:30 - 8:00 pm

4709 S Shore Drive Cleo Bouffiou 466-1382

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

GIPAC

7:00 pm

Church

Allen Bush Jr. 293-7439

Brown Bag Book Club

1:30 pm

Susan Rombeek's

Marianne Kooiman 293-5815

Soup Supper: The Ice Age Floods

6:00 pm

Church

Connie Snell 705-3589

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Gathering Lunch: Baked Potato Bar

11:30 am - 12:15 pm

Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Library Board

7:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation

8:00 - 10:00 am

7133 Glencoe Lane

Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Blood Drive

8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

GIPOA Board Meeting

9:30 am

Library

Howard Pellett 293-8128

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Church Service: Bob Anderson

9:30 am

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Historical Society: Logging on Guemes

7:30 pm

Church

Carol Deach 708-2726

Library Book Club

8:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Feb. 12, Tues.

Soup Supper: Guemes Poet, Gary Davis

6:00 pm

Church

Connie Snell 705-3589

Mardi Gras

Fire Commissioners Meeting

7:00 pm

Fire Hall

Mike Stamper 333-6297

Feb. 13, Wed.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Feb. 2, Sat.

Feb. 4, Mon.

Feb. 5, Tues.
Feb. 6, Wed.

Feb. 7, Thu.
Feb. 8, Fri.

Feb. 9, Sat.

Feb. 10, Sun.
Chinese
New Year
Feb. 11, Mon.

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration). Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When

What

Time

Where

Contact

Feb. 14, Thu.

Gathering Lunch: Salmon

11:30 am - 12:15 pm

Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Valentine's Day Men's Book Club

7:00 pm

Library

George Meekins 840-9391

Feb. 15, Fri.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation

8:00 - 10:00 am

7133 Glencoe Lane

Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Feb. 16, Sat.

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Feb. 17, Sun.

Church Service: Martin Taylor

9:30 am

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Feb. 18, Mon.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

A Course in Miracles Study Group

6:30 - 8:00 pm

4709 S Shore Drive Cleo Buffiouu 466-1382

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Soup Supper: Gary Curtis,

6:00 pm

Church

Connie Snell 708-3589

Knitting Night

7:30 pm

Pellett's

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast

8:00 am

Church

Bob Prescott 588-8206

Women's Fellowship/Quilting

11:00 am

Church

Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Gathering Lunch: Barbeque Beef

11:30 am - 12:15 pm

Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

GICCA

7:00 pm

Hall

Julie Pingree 293-2296

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation

8:00 - 10:00 am

7133 Glencoe Lane

Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Library open

2:00 - 4:00 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Woodchoppers' Ball*: Potluck

6:00 - 7:00 pm

Hall

Mike Gwost 293-5708

Presidents' Day Library open

Feb. 19, Tues.

Construction of the Space Needle
Feb. 20, Wed.

Feb. 21, Thu.
Feb. 22, Fri.

Feb. 23, Sat.

Open Mike

7:00 - 8:00 pm

Dance, Polecat plays

8:00 - 11:00 pm

Feb. 24, Sun.

Church Service: Ruth Anne Hill

9:30 am

Church

Yadi Young 293-9271

Feb. 25, Mon.

Strength-Building Group

7:30 - 8:15 am

Church

Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Cemetery Committee

8:00 am

Store

Dixon Elder 293-8935

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Soup Supper: The Nature Conservancy
Strength-Building Group
Women's Fellowship/Quilting

6:00 pm
7:30 - 8:15 am
11:00 am

Church
Church
Church

Connie Snell 708-3589
Dyvon Havens 293-0221
Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open

2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm

Library

Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Hall

Sue Gwost 293-5708

Feb. 28, Thu.

Gathering Lunch: Mexican Lasagna

11:30 am - 12:15 pm

Church

Lorraine Francis 293-8364

ONGOING

Art Show: The Mitercraft exhibit by Ron and Julie Flint continues at the Store through March.

Feb. 26, Tues.
Feb. 27, Wed.

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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Island Women Work on Historic Quilt

From left, Anne Passarelli, Terre Scappini, and Rose Fraley work on a 1930s quilt.

The Women’s Fellowship quilters
meet at the Guemes Island Community Church every Wednesday at 11
a.m. for quilting followed by a brownbag lunch. Since last October, they have
been working on a quilt top commissioned by the La Conner Quilt & Textile Museum.
The quilt top was donated to the
museum by the family of a seamstress
who pieced the top during the 1930s,
but the quilt was never completed—it
still needed batting and a back, handquilting the three layers together, and
finishing the edges.
Last April, islander Lynn Prewitt had
a casual conversation with museum executive director Liz Theaker and mentioned the island quilting group, which
has existed for almost 99 years. Prewitt
told of the group’s difficulty in finding quilts to work on and their concern
about being forced to disband for lack
of work. A partnership was born.

Prewitt, along with longtime quilters
Peggy Pair and Jacque Stutzman, met
with Theaker and Curator/Collections
Manager Kathleen Kok to discuss doing a joint project. The museum agreed
to commission the group to finish the
1930s quilt.
The group is about two-thirds finished with the hand-quilting pattern
designed by the late Stutzman (see her
obituary on page 21). They plan to dedicate the quilt to Jacque. Funds raised
from the commission will go to many
charities in the community that the fellowship supports. Upon completing the
museum’s quilt, they hope to be given
other museum projects.
The quilters welcome anyone who
would like to join them in their needlework or just drop by to socialize and
watch their progress. They are also looking for more quilt projects. If you have
something for them to work on, contact
Carol Harma at 293-5784.

Lu Charges Are Dismissed
By Edith Walden
Skagit County Superior Court Judge
Michael Rickert dismissed felony charges against former islander Pei Fang “Stella” Lu, 64, on December 20, 2012, as
requested by Prosecuting Attorney Rich
Weyrich. The two charges of unlawful imprisonment and harassment with
threats to kill were dropped with the
stipulation that Lu, a Chinese citizen,
permanently forfeit her right to return

to the United States.
After she was arraigned on charges stemming from a dispute in December 2011 with then-husband Lawrence
“Larry” Pyke, Lu was allowed to go to
China for a prescheduled medical procedure. She returned in May to face
charges and went back to China last fall.
Weyrich told the Tide that U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services will be
notified of the court’s decision.
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Visiting Pastors
at Church
By Julie Pingree
Since our Church does not have
a pastor right now, following Martha
Kline’s resignation last fall, the Guemes
Island Community Church is filling the
pulpit with visiting pastors.
For February we are privileged to
have the following:
February 3: Anthony “Tony”
Robinson is a United Church of Christ
minister who lives in Seattle. He served
as senior minister at Plymouth Church
in Seattle from 1990 to 2004. Today
his ministry is that of a speaker and
teacher, writer, and consultant.
February 10: Robert Anderson is a
retired United Church of Christ minister. He lives on the island and has been
very active in our community.
February 17: Martin Taylor is a
retired Lutheran minister who grew up
on Guemes and lives on North Beach
in the Taylor family home. He served as
pastor at Fir-Conway Lutheran Church
for 15 years. He is now marketing
director for Mountain Glen Retirement
Community in Mount Vernon.
February 24: Ruth Anne Hill is
a retired United Church of Christ
minister. She served in Vermont before returning to Seattle. She says she
is retired but loves to preach. She lives
in Edmonds and is enjoying her new
grandchild.
All are welcome to join us wherever you may be on your faith journey.
Services are at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays.
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Chamber Musicians Deliver Again

From left, violinists Nancy and David Bean, cellist Lloyd Smith, and violist Karie Prescott
bring world-class music to Guemes.

lively and fast with others that were slow
and profound or stately, with a dramatic last movement that was a broadly
achieved “Pastorale.”
The String Quartet in A Minor by
Franz Schubert expressed great depth
of emotion, with the second movement
featuring doubts, then certainty, moving back and forth between minor and
major keys.
Finally, the quartet presented a lovely Fantasia on Greensleeves by Ralph
Vaughan Williams, and then two encores that mixed classical styles with
Christmas standards: Rossini’s William
Tell Overture joined “Jingle Bells” to create what Prescott called “Jingle Tell,”
and a lively Scott Joplin–esque “Rudolph” concluded the well-attended
concert.
All listeners left with seasonal, postapocalyptic smiles on their faces.

By Regina Wandler, stewardship associate for Skagit Land Trust
Skagit Land Trust will soon install
three interpretive signs along the trail
up Guemes Mountain. These beautiful signs were created to help visitors
know what to expect while hiking up
the mountain and to share images of
the species they might find along the
way.
Thank you to Tim Manns for lending all his interpretation expertise, to
several local photographers who took
just the right images, to artist Jocelyn
Curry for her fanciful trail map, and to
How It Works for their balanced graphic
design. Thanks also to the dedicated
installation crew for working hard to
get the signs in the ground. We hope
you enjoy reading them on your next
hike up the Mountain.

Morning Magic

win anderson

By Holiday Matchett
Concertgoers may have been breathing a post-apocalyptic sigh of relief on
December 22 (the day after December
21, dreaded by some due to a misunderstanding of the Mayan calendar), but
the music brought joy and pleasure in
its own right at this fifth installment in
the excellent Guemes Island Chamber
Music Series.
Featured were violinists Nancy and
David Bean, violist Karie Prescott, and
cellist Lloyd Smith.
The opening piece by Niccolò Paganini, Polonaise in A Major for Violin
and Cello, displayed the violinist-composer’s ambition to shame other musicians (this time the cellist) by including
one spectacularly difficult cello passage,
handled with aplomb by Smith.
The Christmas Concerto by Arcangelo Corelli alternated sections that were

Interpretive Signs
on Mountain Trail

Early risers were treated to some gorgeous
sunrises in January. Pictured are Quinn McDill with his boys Owen and Caelen waiting
for the school bus.
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Christmas Bird Count Yields 59 Species

Birders saw a northern shrike on Guemes
during the Christmas Bird Count.

By Holiday Matchett
Three Guemes Islanders, Lu
LeMieux and Bob and Holiday Matchett, joined off-island birders John Day,
Tim Manns, and Brenda Cunningham
on a rainy Saturday, December 29, to
participate in the 113th annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count. Data collected by volunteer citizen scientists all
over North America help researchers
and conservationists study birds’ longterm health and status.
The Guemes results of 59 species
and 1,317 birds were close to last year’s
62 species and 1,330 birds, though the
mix of species was a little different.
The Guemes count was added to 15
other team counts in the Padilla Bay
area, totaling 125 species.
Here are the Guemes counts.
Pine siskin: 387
Golden-crowned kinglet: 105
Dark-eyed junco : 79
American crow: 54

Song sparrow: 54
European starling: 49
Red-breasted merganser: 41
American robin: 38
Pelagic cormorant: 37
Red-winged blackbird: 34
Common goldeneye: 25
Glaucous-winged x Western gull: 25
Pacific wren: 25
Varied thrush: 22
Spotted towhee: 22
Chestnut-backed chickadee: 21
Gull species: 20
Mallard: 17
Surf scoter: 17
Bufflehead: 17
Golden-crowned sparrow: 14
House finch: 14
Red-breasted nuthatch: 13
Pigeon guillemot: 12
Red-necked grebe: 11
Red-throated loon: 10
Bald eagle: 10
Rock pigeon: 10
House sparrow: 10
Horned grebe: 8
Mew gull: 8
Black-capped chickadee: 8
Brown creeper: 8
Fox sparrow: 8
Double-crested cormorant: 7
Long-tailed duck: 7
Red crossbill: 7
Marbled murrelet: 6
Ruby-crowned kinglet: 6
Common loon: 5

Scholarship Applications Available for
Guemes Juniors and Seniors
Junior and senior high school students who have been residents of Guemes
Island since the beginning of the current school year and their parents are invited to
attend a meeting with the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold Scholarship Committee on
Tuesday, February 5, at 7 p.m. at the Guemes Island Community Church Fellowship
Hall. Application packets will be available, and the committee will explain the process
and answer questions.
A Gold Award of $1,500, a Silver Award of $1,000, and a Bronze Award of $500
will be awarded this year. Only seniors are eligible for the Gold Award. Students will
be evaluated not only for scholastic achievement but also for their community service
and involvement in the community.
The scholarship program was co-founded in 1991 by the late Betty Crookes and
is funded by donations from individuals and numerous island organizations. The committee members are Jan Ebersole, Julie Hopkins, Don Passarelli, Carol Pellett, Susan
Rombeek, Sue Sievers, Janice Veal, and Tim Wittman.

Canada goose: 5
Black oystercatcher: 4
Ancient murrelet: 4
Common raven: 4
Brandt’s cormorant: 3
Great blue heron: 3
Glaucous-winged gull: 3
Red-tailed hawk: 2
Downy woodpecker: 2
Northern flicker: 2
Bewick’s wren: 2
Marsh wren: 2
Purple finch: 2
Accipiter species: 1
Common murre: 1
Red-breasted sapsucker: 1
Steller’s jay: 1
Hermit thrush: 1
Northern shrike: 1
White-crowned sparrow: 1
Evening grosbeak: 1
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P-p-p-polar Bears Take the Plunge

Upholding the venerable Guemes Polar Bear Plunge tradition, a group of island kids take a refreshing dip on New Year’s Day. Shown left to right are Sam
Clarke, Kaden Stevens, Hunter Stevens, Jacob Kennedy, and Eddie Clarke.

Press Praise for Islander Osborne
Guemes artist Leo Osborne was profiled in the November 30 edition of Pacific
NW Magazine, a Sunday supplement of the Seattle Times. Reporter Valerie Easton
(whose family has a long connection to Guemes) visited the house/studio Leo
shares with wife Jane Lane and wrote a glowing report about Leo, his artwork, and
a home where “Osborne’s work is so integrated with his house and garden, it’s difficult to know where stucco and flowers leave off and bronze birds begin.”
To find it, you can visit seattletimes.com and search for “leo osborne.”

Caramel and Chocolate Class Offered
Learn how to make your own caramel and chocolate candy with Sue Roberts of
Tickled Pink Chocolates. This one-day workshop includes caramel and chocolate
taste tests, caramel and turtle making, tempering chocolate, dipping heart-shaped
caramels into chocolate, making natural herb-flavored ganache, working with
chocolate molds, decorating, and lots more. You will take home chocolates and
caramels prepared during the class.
The workshop will be held Saturday, February 2, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
Tower Arts Studio. A $115 fee includes all materials. For more information, or to
register, visit tickledpinkchocolates.com or contact Roberts at 293-8878.

Library Needs Volunteers
The Guemes Island Library provides
islanders with books, DVDs, videotapes, audiobooks, and music CDs, in
addition to the use of a computer, a free
printer to print copies, and free Wi-Fi
service. This wealth of service in a small
community is dependent on volunteers
to assist Library patrons in finding and
checking out books and checking them
in and shelving them.
If you’d like to help keep the Library
doors open, consider becoming a volunteer. No previous library experience is
required. Training and guidance will be
provided to use the new online checking system, along with a detailed guidebook. You can choose the day and time
that works best for you.
For more information, contact Volunteer Coordinator Marla Hovey at
299-1216 or hoveymj@gmail.com.

New Phone Books
Coming This Summer
The 2012 edition of the Guemes
Island Telephone Directory has sold out,
but its editors are collecting information on new residents and updating
existing entries. A 2013 edition will be
prepared in the spring and should be
in print by summer. Both editors will
be away from Guemes during February, so information-gathering will start
in earnest during March.
The contact people for additions
or corrections are Anne Passarelli at
passarellia@clear.net and Carol Harma
at cbharma@yahoo.com.
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The Community Center was filled to the brim for the annual
Holiday Dinner.

Julie Pingree and Lorraine Francis prepare 40 pounds of potatoes
for mashing.

Jam-Packed Holiday Dinner Brings Fun, Fellowship
The Community Center was packed
for the annual Holiday Dinner on
December 8. All day at the Church
kitchen Lorraine Francis, Julie Pingree, and Anne Casperson—representing Guemes Connects, the Guemes Island Community Center Association
(GICCA), and the Church respectively—worked to prepare two turkeys,
two hams, 40 pounds of potatoes, and
several gallons of gravy, all donated by
the Church.
Before dinner, the Church Fellowship Hall was filled with children of all
ages who were busy listening to stories,
decorating cookies, making Christmas cards and wrapping, or observing

a Chinese tea ceremony. Kathy Finks,
Julie Hopkins, Holiday Matchett, Carol
Steffy, and Qi Lou assisted with the activities.
Tables at the Hall were beautifully
decorated with natural greens, displays
designed by Toni Schmokel. The line for
dinner, augmented by dozens of potluck
side dishes, wound around the whole
circumference of the room as 112 meals
were served to islanders.
Bob Cummings was a fine emcee,
valiantly trying to organize the horde of
hungry diners. And all the while, children anxiously waited for Mr. and Mrs.
Claus, who arrived from the North Pole
at the end of the meal. Each child got

to sit on Santa’s lap and make a Christmas wish.
The event was admirably coordinated by Yadi Young. The Guemes Island
Fire Department provided the outdoor
lighting decorations. The Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) and
the Library provided coffee and juice.
The Men’s Breakfast group did all the
dishwashing, which involved hauling
dishes from the Church and back to the
dishwasher. Young and Bob Anderson
managed publicity. The Guemes Island
Property Owners Association and
GICCA provided general help.
It was a true all-island event, full of
holiday spirit and goodwill toward all.

Xianna Kelly has a conversation with Santa
and Mrs. Claus.

Don Passarelli and Omi Cummings clean
up after 112 dinner guests were served.

Natasha Drewry and Adam Bosch decorate
cookies before the dinner.
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Free Fill Material
Available from
Public Works
Department
What kind of explosion?

We had the TV on in the background, not really listening, when a bizarre news flash was broadcast.
What Elaine heard was: “. . . injured
in a propane drill explosion.” (I recently bought a cordless drill, but I think it
runs on a battery.)
What I heard was “. . . injured in a
cocaine grill explosion.” (I had no idea
the drug was so dangerous.)
What the reporter actually said was:
“. . . ESPN anchor Hannah Storm
was injured in a propane grill explosion.”
The humor here is the aural misfire
of a pair of islanders bumbling around
in the increasing haze of old age.
If you Google “propane grill explosion” you’ll get a dramatic re-creation
of what can happen if you relight a grill
that has been accidentally extinguished
for a few minutes. The gas, heavier than
air, can pool in the grill housing, especially in cool, calm weather. You are advised to close the valve, wait at least five
minutes, and perform a sniff test before
relighting.
And don’t mess around with cocaine
grills or propane drills.

If it’s free, I’ll take it

When the artist known as “Peregrine” came to the shop looking for
small pieces of exotic wood, I was able
to relieve my stash by about 75 pounds,
which the young man hauled off to his
studio at Pull and Be Damned Road (La
Conner).
In a trailer.
Behind his bicycle.
Now the unlikely combination of
“Peregrine,” “Pull and Be Damned,” and
bike trailer, in itself, was sufficient reward for the scraps of wood. But it also
turns out that Peregrine is a small-scale
chicken rancher. And a few days later he
arrived with a free-range, organic fryer
that became Christmas dinner for the

Andersons and Cliftons. Delicious.
And that presents me with a perfect
segue into my all-time favorite customer
question at the store, to wit:
Customer: “What is a ‘range chicken’?”
Win: “What?”
Customer: “Can you tell me what a
‘range chicken’ is?”
Win: “Explain.”
Customer: “On your bulletin board,
it says ‘range chickens,’ and they’re free.”
And sure enough, there it was:
Free
Range Chickens
And a phone number.

Do what you can with what
you got

When Steve Chicoratich took on the
accordion he wasn’t deterred by lack of
instruction.
It wasn’t until the popular musician
died ten years ago that we learned he
started playing on a secondhand tworow Hohner as a boy of 14. He paid $2
for the instrument that had a shoelace
strap but no “up” arrow. Lacking a mentor, he stumbled into teaching himself
to play it upside down.
The style served him and the community well, entertaining us at many local events.
One of the highlights of his musical career was entering the 23rd Annual
Far West Button Accordion Jamboree in
Fontana, California, where the bemused
judges awarded Steve second place in
the Old Timers category.
Perhaps that success encouraged him
to get serious. He quipped, “I even considered learning how to read music.”
Steve and Dorothy celebrated their
50th anniversary in 1996. He died in
2003, followed by Dorothy last October
(see obituary, page 23).
The two of them had lighted up the
island from their North Beach cabin for
17 years.

By Edith Walden
In February, the road maintenance
division of Skagit County Public Works
will be preparing most county roads
on the island—all except South Shore
Road, Edens Road, and West Shore
Road—for resurfacing (chip sealing)
this summer. The three excluded roads
were sealed in 2011.
The road crews will be stripping the
shoulders of sod to reestablish the original width of the road and create better
drainage.
If you have a spot that is not near
water and is accessible by a dump truck,
you may arrange to have sod delivered
for free to your site. Road Maintenance
Supervisor Kelly Allen has placed signup
sheets on the bulletin boards at both ferry terminals and on the bulletin board
at the Store. After signing up, you will
be contacted to discuss your proposed
site and to arrange for delivery.
Road crews will also be hauling and
stockpiling oil rock at Schoolhouse Park
over the coming months in preparation
for the sealing project. Stockpiling the
rock early alleviates heavy truck traffic on the ferry during the peak season
in summer and saves time for the road
crew.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
(Recognition for those 18 and under
and the chronologically gifted)
Bettie Rae Woolworth turns 2 on
February 3.
Felix Edmunds turns 81 on February 14.
Logan Peterson turns 12 on
February 16.
Adam Bosch turns 9 on February 19.
Henry Greenlaw turns 3 on February 21.
Lalon McLean turns 8 on February 24.
Katherine Butler turns 12 on
February 26.
On February 28, Casey Funk turns 15
and Jacksen Greenlaw turns 1.
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Learning in Jamaica
During our two weeks, the
program placed computer labs
in 19 schools. A “green team”
planted breadfruit trees at the
four schools we served.
Children in Jamaica must
have uniforms to attend school
and must also provide their own
schoolbooks and pencils. The
volunteers in our program sent
boxes of supplies and books to
be used in the schools. Great
Shape! Inc. also maintains a
fund to help provide uniforms
for needy students (the cost of a
uniform is about $15).

Building literacy at Pell
River School

ZUNA JOHNSON

By Carol Harma
It was a clear, fine morning on November 2, 2012, as my plane landed
in Montego Bay, Jamaica. After finally
clearing customs, I boarded the shuttle
for the ride to an adventure totally outside my comfort zone.
More than a year and a half earlier,
part-time islander Margaret Read MacDonald had asked me if I would like to
join her and friend Meg Lippert on a
service project in Jamaica. Why not?
The SuperKids Project is a two-week
educational, humanitarian program in
Jamaica designed by Great Shape! Inc.
to focus on early childhood literacy.
Great Shape! Inc. was started by three
women from Ashland, Oregon, in1988.
The organization’s first phase brought
dentists into schools, followed by optometrists, and finally by teachers. (For
more information about the program,
see gsjamaica.org.)
There were eight teachers in our
group, with assistants and student
teachers from two university programs.
We were placed in schools in rural areas
near the resort town of Negril, where
we were guests of the Sandals Foundation. Our goal was to enrich the reading, writing, and literacy of the students
in a country where the literacy rate is
about 40 percent. In addition we had
a number of specialists in music, art,
computers, and storytelling, and a technical team.
CAROL HARMA

I was assigned to Pell River
School. Each weekday morning Carol Harma reads to children during a literacy prowe were picked up by our driver gram in Jamaica.
at Beaches Resort where we were
dren, usually those with special needs.
staying, and driven up twisty mountain
At our school, the number of “pullout”
roads to the school about 30 minutes
away. On arriving, our bus was swarmed students was limited by the number of
chairs available. Classroom desks have
by eager young students in green and
tan uniforms. Having children attached benches attached and there were few
free-standing chairs available.
to our persons became part of our lives.
Lunch was prepared by our school
The children loved having their pictures
cooks. We usually got the same lunch
taken, especially with my stuffed friend
as the students—a variation of chicken
“Frog.”
and rice. But on Fridays the cooks proEvery day began with devotions.
vided us with a special treat—ackee and
Students stood in the courtyard for 15
saltfish, the national dish. Lunch break
to 30 minutes of prayer, Bible readings,
was an hour, more or less. There was no
and hymn singing. My morning was
playground equipment nor adult superthen spent in the
primary classrooms, vision outdoors, and physical confrontations were not unusual. Our team
grades 1 to 3. Jabrought jump ropes and a few balls and
maican schools are
spent time on the playground with the
very noisy places.
There are no sound- children.
I have not yet mentioned that the
proof walls between
temperature in Jamaica is consistently in
classrooms. Much
the mid-80s with 80 percent humidity.
of the learning inWe were urged to drink, drink, drink
volves unison recitation. So my voice (water was provided by the resort). A
number of our group members had
got a good workhealth issues from dehydration.
out, doing storytelling followed by
writing activities.
People are people everywhere
In the afternoon
I began this trip with some apprewe worked with
hension, but was continually pleasantly
Jamaican students play with their new jump ropes.
small groups of chil(continued on page 23)

20

The Guemes Tide February 2013

A Ta s t e

of Guemes

edith walden

Double Serendipity: Dave Rockwood
and Wendy Saver

Dave and Wendy in their North Beach kitchen

By Karen Everett
If there is such a thing as double
serendipity, then Dave Rockwood and
Wendy Saver, now one-year residents on
Guemes’s North Beach, have it.
After decades in the Northeast, and
three successful restaurants in Boston,
the couple pulled up stakes two years
ago and drove west. They eventually
fell in love with Guemes, the adopted
home of their favorite young protégé—
now a successful restaurateur in her own
right—Nicole Holbert.
Nicole, one of Dave and Wendy’s
first and best employees back in Boston,
owns Adrift in Anacortes. She has always felt that serendipity brought her to
Anacortes and Guemes (see her story in
the December 2010/January 2011 Tide,
page 19). Now her mentors are getting
their own dose of it.
Parallel paths
Dave, something of a Renaissance
man, grew up on a small island on Cape
Cod. He went to college at the “New
Division” at Nasson College, where you
immersed yourself in study and did not

get grades. He also attended divinity
school and then switched to studying
cosmology.
His interest in cooking began while
he was managing a restaurant in Kennebunkport, Maine. Dave says, “The
chef didn’t show up one day, so I
jumped in, and I found I loved it.”
He then spent several years working
at a variety of high-end restaurants and
hotels in Boston before being whisked
away by the top caterer in town, where

his love of food and cooking continued
to deepen.
Wendy grew up in a small Boston
suburb (and summered on Cape Cod
not far from where Dave grew up). After finishing a year of college she wound
up at Massachusetts General Hospital
in Boston, where she worked her way
up from secretary to the administrator
of the orthopedics department. Upon
turning 30 she decided to hang out in
Key West for a season, to figure out
what was next on her docket. There she
drifted into the restaurant business.
After working at top restaurants in
Key West, she returned to Boston and
helped create, build, and manage a new
restaurant for the son of Joyce Chen
(the Julia Child of Chinese food in the
’70s). The restaurant was in Boston’s
theater district, and Dave happened to
be doing some catering at a local theater. They met, and as their romance
blossomed, so did their mutual culinary
passion.
A light bulb went on, and they
opened their first restaurant together.
Pizza nouveau
A tiny and very empty takeout pizzeria called Emma’s, at a bus stop in
the toney west end of Cambridge, was
available. Dave recalls, “I’d never made
pizza before, but I had the idea to make
healthy pizza with healthy toppings. So
I took out a couple of library books,
practiced for a week, and we opened.”
Toppings were quite radical for
those times. “Customers could pick
(continued on page 23)

Lemon Fluff
Dave and Wendy are happy to share this “really fun dessert, as some of you on
the island already know.”
1 small box lemon Jell-O
1¾ c. hot water
¾ c. sugar

Juice and zest of one lemon
1 can evaporated milk, refrigerated
Graham-cracker crust or brandied
fruit compote

1. Combine first four ingredients. Chill until thickly jelled, but not set.
2. Whip evaporated milk until it forms soft peaks.
3. Fold in Jell-O and continue to whip until well blended and thick.
4. Spoon over graham-cracker crust or fruit compote. Refrigerate for at least an
hour and serve. Big portions are recommended!
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• in memoriam •

Suzanne Deane-Ruppert
Suzanne S. Deane-Ruppert, a 30year Guemes summer resident, died January 13 after a long battle with cancer.
She was born in Anacortes to Lavern and Ila June Deane on June 2,
1953, was a graduate of Anacortes High
School, and attended Western Washington University and Skagit Valley College.
She married Pat Lowry in 1977 and
started Suzie’s Kitchen at 7th and Commercial that same year. Her daughter,
Erin, was born in 1981. After selling
the business Suzie joined Puget Power
(now Puget Sound Energy), where she
was a groundbreaking employee, start-

Jacqueline Stutzman

Jacqueline S. Stutzman, 76, died
peacefully at home on Guemes Island
on January 17.
Jacque was born August 29, 1936,
in Orange, New Jersey, to Francis I.
“Smitty” and Bernice (Iosty) Smith. A
graduate of Coe College in 1958 with
a B.A. in biology, Jacque never stopped
learning. Her varied career included jobs with Bell Laboratories and the
Herbfarm and volunteer work with the
American Cancer Society, the National
Forest Service, Arizona State Parks, and
various environmental organizations.
She married James S. Stutzman July
3, 1965, in Red Bank, New Jersey, and
together they explored the mountains
and lakes of New York, Washington,

Arizona, and all points in between. After visiting Guemes for 17 years enjoying camping and fishing, they bought
property in 1980 with Jacque’s sister
and brother-in-law, Peggy and Maurice
Pair. They moved to the island full-time
in 2002.
On Guemes, Jacque was an active
participant in the Women’s Fellowship,
the Waterworks group, the Save Guemes
Mountain campaign, and the People
for Puget Sound beach surveys. She was
a skilled gardener and master of just
about every craft to which she set her
mind. Kind, funny, selfless, and curious,
Jacque was close to her family and made
lasting connections with people of all
ages and from all walks of life. Wherever she went, she made plants grow and
people smile.
She is survived by Jim, her husband of 47 years; sister Margaret (Maurice) Pair of Guemes; daughter Crispin
Stutzman (James Helfield) and grandson Eric Smith Helfield of Bellingham;
nephew Bruce Pair of Seattle and family;
niece Trish (Kelly) Bradley of Guemes;
grandnieces Corinna (Jeremy) Carter
and Jacquelyn Bradley; and great-grandniece Kallie Jo Carter. A celebration of
Jacque’s life is planned for this summer,
in her garden.

ing as the first female meter reader in
Anacortes and becoming one of the
first female journeyman wiremen in the
company before transferring to System
Operations, where she remained until
incapacitated by illness.
In 1999 Suzie married Mark Ruppert, and they lived in North Bend until her passing. She loved her time at her
Guemes property and on the water kayaking for hours with the seals. Bicycling,
hunting agates, clamming, baking, and
gardening were among her passions.
Her mother, Ila June, and her sister, Sheryl Jones, preceded her in death.
Besides her husband, Mark, survivors
include her father, Lavern Deane of
Guemes; daughter Erin Lowry; brother
Greg Deane; sister Diane Rosellini; stepdaughter Alice Ruppert; stepson Mike
Ruppert; and four grandchildren.
Services are scheduled for 1 p.m.,
February 2 at Anacortes Christian Reformed Church, followed by a reception
at the Croatian Cultural Center. A private family interment is to take place at
Edens Cemetery.
Arrangements are in the care of Evans Funeral Chapel.
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• in memoriam •

Jerry Pollack
Jerry Pollack, a resident of Guemes
from 1986 to 1989, died January 19.
He was 86.
He was born April 16, 1926, and at
the age of 18 volunteered for the Army
during World War II. After his discharge he graduated from the University
of Oklahoma with three graduate degrees and later earned a Ph.D. in geology at the University of New Hampshire.
Jerry taught geology and then went into
academic administration. He served as
president of Fairleigh Dickinson University in New Jersey for 10 years, and then
became assistant chancellor of higher
education in New Jersey until 1986,
when he retired.
He and Ruth Mary Stephens were
married in 1952.
The Pollacks moved to this area to
monitor the care of their son, Eric Jordan Pollack, in 1988. Jerry remembered
his time on Guemes in Seaway Hollow
and on Edens Road “as an exceptional experience—the incredible beauty of
the area, the treasured personal associations,” says Ruth Mary. “It was a special
time that served to support us in Eric’s
final days in Seattle.” Eric died in 1988
and was laid to rest in Edens Cemetery.
Survivors include Jerry’s wife of 60
years, Ruth Mary; children Cassy, Nancy, and Michael and their spouses; and
two granddaughters.

Walter A. Vonnegut

Former Guemes School teacher and
North Beach resident Walter A. Vonnegut died January 9. He was 90 years old.
He was born in Kentucky on December 5, 1922, and spent his childhood in New York City and Hollywood.
He spent his teen years in Indianapolis
close to his cousin and great pal, author
Kurt Vonnegut Jr.
In 1943 he married Helen McFarland. Shortly thereafter, as a B-17 navigator, he had to bail out of his stricken aircraft and was taken prisoner in
Germany until the end of World War
II. Returning home, Walter took Helen and son Kit to Guemes, where they
lived for a time in a log house he built
and later in a house overlooking the
water.
Neither house had electricity nor
telephone until “Colonel,” Walter’s
nickname since childhood, joined others
to bring electricity to the island in 1949.
During this time son Ken was born.
Walter earned his bachelor’s degree from the University of Chicago
and a master’s degree from the University of Washington. He taught grades
1 through 3 at the Guemes one-room
schoolhouse and is remembered with
great fondness by his former pupils to
this day.
After transferring to Anacortes, he

taught math, English, and drama. He
also directed the district’s Head Start
program for two years.
In 1962 the family moved to Anacortes, where he was a founding member of the Anacortes Community Theatre and participated in many shows
over a 40-plus-year span as director, actor, set builder, and board member.
He was a master carpenter responsible for many special projects for family, friends, and the United Methodist
Church.
After 50 years of marriage, Helen
died in 1994.
Survivors include his wife, Jean; sons
Kit (Beth) Vonnegut and Ken (Kari)
Vonnegut; four grandsons; and stepdaughter Alba (Larry) Stevens.
The family asks that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to the Anacortes
Community Theatre or to Hospice of
the Northwest.
A memorial service was held at Anacortes United Methodist Church. Arrangements were under the care of Evans Funeral Chapel.

Lois Davis
Just before press time, the Tide received word that Lois DuWors Davis
had died on December 6, 2012.
Services are scheduled for Saturday, February 2 at 1:30 p.m. at the First
Presbyterian Church, 9424 S. 248th
Street, in Kent.
A full obituary will be published in
the March edition.
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• in memoriam •

Dorothy Chicoratich
Dorothy Burnett Chicoratich died
October 3 at home in Burlington. She
was 85.
She was born in Rochester, New
York, attended Purdue University until
her marriage to Steve Chicoratich in
1946. She returned to college, received
her B.A. in education from Western
Washington University, and taught
mathematics for 13 years.
Dorothy and Steve enjoyed Guemes
Island at every opportunity during the
17 years they came to their cabin on
North Beach.
She was a life member and past

president of the American Legion
Auxiliary, past Mother Advisor
of Rainbow Girls, co-founder of
the Anacortes Needlepoint Guild
Chapter, and the first woman to
serve on the Island Hospital Board of
Commissioners.
She was preceded in death by her
husband of 57 years, Steve, in 2003.
Survivors include a son, Steve (Lisa)
Chicoratich; daughter Chris (John)
Collins; and four grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.
Arrangements were in the care of
Evans Funeral Chapel.

LEARNING IN JAMAICA

CAROL HARMA

(continued from page 19)
surprised. From day one, we fell in love with these Jamaican children whose smiles
warmed our hearts. I was surprised that I not only survived the heat, but was able
to jump smoothly into classroom and school life. I was also surprised at how our
random group of volunteers quickly became a team—and to see parents so actively
involved in the school.
I knew we would find a total lack of teaching supplies and expected we would
be welcomed for the supplies we brought, but we also were welcomed and encouraged as the individuals we were. Though I was in the country to teach the students and to share ideas with teachers, I ended up learning much more from the
children and adults I met there. I learned that people are people everywhere—and
that teachers are marvelous people who make do with what they have, and give of
themselves unconditionally to the children they serve. I left feeling great about myself and this part of the world.

Carol’s stuffed friend “Frog” attends class in the Jamaican school where she volunteered.
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(continued from page 20)
from spicy rosemary sauce or traditional oregano,” he says. “Then you’d choose
among cow, goat, or sheep’s milk cheeses, and toppings such as roasted sweet
potatoes, caramelized onions, shellfish,
locally made sausage, figs, fresh baby
spinach, and capers.”
After a customer wrote a review in
Harvard Magazine, Emma’s exploded.
“We went from a 20-minute wait to a
2-hour wait,” says Dave. This was the
era when Nicole Holbert came to work
for them, a period remembered fondly
by all three.
When their lease expired, Dave and
Wendy opened their second Emma’s in
Kendall Square, near MIT. With an expanded menu that included beer, wine,
“really good appetizers,” homemade
bread, and innovative salads, they had
another hit on their hands.
Five years later, in 2004, they decided it was time for a new adventure. They
were living aboard a converted 85-foot
World War II tugboat in Boston Harbor. Nearby was a 120-year-old building in a working shipyard where they
opened their third venture, Scup’s in
the Harbor (named for their dog, Scup,
who they saved from Boston Harbor).
“Since we knew a recession was coming, we wanted to serve comfort food
with a twist, food that was less expensive and that you can’t find anymore,”
says Wendy. “Things like meat loaf,
BLT sandwiches, four-cheese mac and
cheese”—as well as innovations like
Asian pork empanadas, and frankfurters steamed in apple juice and juniper
berries and then grilled. “Four different
Boston publications did articles on four
different menu items and we were a success!” she recalls.
Yet after a few years, both decided they needed to get away from the
harsh winters and broiling, humid summers of Massachusetts. That, combined
with wanderlust and their decades-long
friendship with Nicole Holbert, brought
them here.
After one year of various jobs in the
area, how long it will be before we have
something newly delicious from them?
Dave says, “Stay tuned.”
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Looking Back

From the Files of the Guemes Island Historical Society
Edited by Win Anderson
Five Years Ago
Residents complain over ferry-schedule cuts midnight Friday and Saturday
and 10 p.m. Sunday.
Temperatures plunge to 10°F and
stay below 32 for 10 days in December.
Snowfall averages 12 to 14 inches.
—The Evening Star, January and
February 2009

Island historian Gertie Howard celebrates her 89th birthday.
A 10-acre parcel on Homestead Lane
and the northeast corner of the Valley
are given permanent protection from
development through conservation easements. Donors are Paulo Peterson and
Joost and Marianne Kooiman.
—The Evening Star, February 1996

In light of a recent Coast Guard ruling limiting ferry crew to 12-hour shifts,
the county commissioners open a cost
study to determine whether to purchase
and operate the ferry M/V Almar.
—Anacortes Reporter, January
23, 1963
Ninety Years Ago
“Strange Character” Weldon Griffith
dies. Griffith, who left his life in the
East 30 years ago, had been private secretary to Roscoe Conklin, who rose
to leadership of the U.S. Senate during the administration of President
James A. Garfield. Griffith reportedly
left his wife and children due to political rancor in the family. He “simply
beat it” in the spring of 1888, according to a friend. Arriving on Guemes
from North Dakota in 1898, “he kept
to himself . . . made few friends and no
enemies.”
—Anacortes American, December
21, 1922

Fifty Years Ago
Ten Years Ago
Ferry Committee founding members Max Benjamin and Al Bush Sr. retire after 22 years of service. New members elected are Carl Cady and Marilee
Fosbre. They join Glen Veal, Steve Orsini, and Dixon Elder.
Newly elected Community Center
president Anne Jackets pledges to support a drive to bring restrooms in the
Hall up to ADA standards during her
administration.
The county commissioners vote to
add $159,000 to the Berk & Associates
$52,000 ferry study by handing the
This photo appeared in the Anacortes American
on January 23, 1963. It shows Solly Latchman One Hundred Years Ago
consultant the implementation phase.
Leslie Dunn expects to open up the
—The Evening Star, February 2003 and Ray Lowman taking “a moment of respite
on completion of the wood sculpture and
old dance hall on Guemes in the latter
rock work done at the entrance to Holiday
part of the week as a skating rink.
Fifteen Years Ago
The meeting of the Booster Club
Construction continues on the store Hideaway.” The rock wall is still visible where
Holiday Boulevard meets Channel View Drive.
was well attended Sunday afternoon at
at Mangan’s Landing. The Andersons
The new Guemes Island Fire Depart- Dunn & Sons store.
plan to open by June. The last legal
—Anacortes American, February
ment receives its first pumper engine
challenges to the zoning change have
20, 1913
(see story on page 8).
been dropped.

